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Council draft plan sets 20-year
growth at one per cent

A Council draft Local
Strategic Planning Statement
estimates that the Peninsula
population will grow by less
than one per cent over the
next 20 years.

Growth in the number of
households is expected to be
around seven per cent.

The draft will be considered

by Central Coast Council's
environment and planning
committee  tomorrow  evening,

Tuesday, April 7.

The staff recommendation is
that the committee asks the council
to endorse the draft for community
consultation.

If adopted, this would reduce
the growth rate currently implied by
the Council’'s adopted Community
Strategic plan from 60 per cent
population growth in 10 years.

The draft Local Strategic
Planning Statement relies on
population forecasts from “spatial

intelligence” specialists, ID
Consulting Pty Ltd.
According to the draft, the

Peninsula will grow less than one
per cent (0.92 per cent) from a
2025 population of 38,705 to a
population of 39,060 in 2046, just
355 more people.

Despite  the low growth
in population, the number of
households is expected to grow by
976, about seven per cent.

This is put down to a contracting
household size, “marked by an
ageing population, and an increase
in lone person households”.

The household growth figure is
less than a low end estimate by
consultants Hill PDA, providing
background for the council's

housing strategy in 2021.

Hill PDA projected take-up rates
as being between 1663 dwellings
and 2352 dwellings.

Last year, around 75
development applications
for additional dwellings were

approved for the Peninsula.

The low figure is predicted
despite changes to planning
controls in the meantime allowing
higher dwelling densities.

Since 2021, the Council has
introduced new planning controls
that allow higher dwelling densities
and the State Government has
introduced its own provisions for
higher dwelling densities including
Transport-Oriented Development,
Low and Mid-Rise Housing, and
dual occupancy policies all of which
also allow increased densities.

The draft Local Strategic
Planning Statement shows the
expected housing mix, using icons
for which there is no key.

They appear to show 67 per
cent low density residential, 29 per
cent medium density residential
and one per cent multi-storey
residential flats.

The Hill PDA study put the
medium density percentage in
2021 at 29 per cent, suggesting
the mix is expected remain the
same.

In what is called a “Peninsula
Place Vision”, the draft states: “The
Peninsula continues its strong
relationship to natural features like
the National Parks, natural trails,
and Brisbane Water.

“Woy Woy and Ettalong
provide more housing options
to local communities supported
by increased public amenity
and connectivity, including cycle

connections.

“Transport-oriented
development is located near Woy
Woy station and is the focus for
higher density in the planning area.

“Lions Park and other green
spaces are retained and enhanced
for the local community.

“Commuter parking in Woy Woy
contributes to the public amenity of
Woy Woy centre, and a shuttle bus
service links the train station and
centre to surrounding residential
neighbourhoods.

“The night-time  economy
provides a greater number of
options for night-time dining
and activities, supported by
increased  commercial  visitor
accommodation.

“Flood prone areas at Woy Woy,
Booker Bay and Ettalong Beach

foreshores are  appropriately
managed to ensure community
safety.”

The draft lists “place pressures”
on the Peninsula as flooding
from Brisbane Water, urban heat,
limited road access, environmental
protection, infill development,
social disadvantage and foreshore
connectivity.

It also lists 19 actions that would
be taken under the Statement.

If the council endorses the draft,
it will be open for “community
consultation” and comment for 42
days.

SOURCE:

Agenda, 7 Apr 2026
Environment-Planning Committee,
Central Coast Council

High level masterplan drafted

for Peninsula — Page 3

Statement lists 19 actions — Page 4
Extensive consultation

planned — Page 4

Woy Woy Park Run was cancelled on Saturday, March 28, after 25.5mm rain fell
on Friday, March 27.

Fourth wettest March — See page 2
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Start looking
through the lens

Your smartphone contains
more processing power
and better optics than the
cameras used to cover the
moon landing.

Why limit that
selfies?

Peninsula News wants to see
the world through your eyes.

Whether it's a stunning
sunrise over Ettalong, a busy
Saturday at the Woy Woy
markets, or a local issue
that needs a spotlight, your
photos are the heartbeat of our
community coverage.

The greatest moments in
history are usually symbolised
by a single picture.

You've heard it before: “A
picture is worth a thousand
words”.

Don't just witness the news.
Capture it.

power to

Send your high-res photos to
editor@peninsula.news.

Just tell us who you are and
where you took it and why. We'll
do the rest.

Frank Wiffen, 5 Apr 2026

Can’t find a copy of
Peninsula News?

Read it on your phone
http://penne.ws
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Peninsula News is a fortnightly community newspaper for the Woy Woy
Peninsula, owned by The Peninsula’s Own News Service Inc, a local
non-profit incorporated association. Its aims include providing a viable,
non-partisan news medium and forum exclusively for the Peninsula and
developing a strong sense of community on the Peninsula.
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NEWS: contributions@peninsula.news
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PHONE: 4342 5333 - Please leave a message
POSTAL ADDRESS: PO Box 585, Woy Woy NSW 2256

Please note: Peninsula News has no paid employees, and it may take a little
time for us to get back to you. Our volunteers usually have other jobs and
commitments, which compete for their time.

When emailing us, you will note that the domain name is PENINSULA.NEWS
only. There is no .com or .com.au. If your email bounces or does not appear to
have reached us, please check the address and try again. If this still does not
work, try our old fallback address or call us by phone and leave a message.

Fallback email address: editor@peninsulanews.asn.au

At its heart, Peninsula News is a
community effort.

It welcomes and relies on the
contributions provided voluntarily and at
no cost by local organisations, groups
and residents.

The newspaper aims to be accessible
to the community - both through making
its columns accessible to community
groups and by having copies available in
accessible locations, including through
its website.

The following policies and guidelines
are designed to support the aims and
standards of the newspaper.

Locality
The newspaper's editorial policy
reflects a desire to reinforce the
Peninsula's sense of community.

To qualify for publication, articles must
have specific relevance to the Peninsula.
For example, they must be about activities
or events happening on the Peninsula or
be organised by or involving Peninsula
people.

The newspaper is not regional or national
in nature, so regional or national issues will
not be canvassed except as they affect the
Peninsula.

Regional sports will only be covered
from the perspective of Peninsula clubs.
Regional plans will only be aired in the
context of their ramifications for the
Peninsula.

Peninsula News aims to be inclusive of
as much of the Peninsula community as
possible.

Readability
To ensure that the newspaper serves
its purpose, it must be readable and
represent the interests and activities
of the community in its content.

Contributions to the paper are edited
to consistent standards of readability.
Guidelines are available for intending
contributors.

All items will be dated. They must contain
the name of the author to whom the
contribution may be attributed, with their
first name spelt out, along with their suburb
or organisation. Anonymous contributions
will not be accepted.

Forum letters
The Forum section provides the
opportunity for readers to express
their views on any aspect of Peninsula
community life, with the aim of
reflecting the community's diversity
of opinion.

Nevertheless, letters may be edited for
readability, including for length, spelling
and grammar, and to avoid legal liability on
the part of the newspaper, or they may be
declined altogether.

Contributors are asked to keep their
contributions to the matter at hand, and to

Editorial policy and guidelines

focus on the issues and not abuse or insult
others.

Other than in the case of holding public
figures to account, criticism of others (as
opposed to criticism of particular opinions)
is unlikely to be published in the interests
of facilitating the expression of a diversity
of views.

All letter writers need to supply name,
address and contact details. Only name
and suburb will be published.

Contributors who do not wish the wording
of their letter to be changed at all should
make a note to this effect when submitting
their letter. In some cases, this may result in
the letter not being published.

Corrections
We try to be as accurate as possible.
However, mistakes can still slip
through.

If you believe we have got something
wrong, whether an error of fact or
interpretation, we ask that you write to us
by email with details for publication. These
corrections may appear as Forum letters
or as news items and should conform to
our requirements for news and Forum
contributions.

Source lines
Peninsula News includes ‘“source
lines” at the end of each article
which aim to provide readers with
information about where and how we
came across the information, so that
they might judge for themselves the
veracity of what they are reading.

It should not be assumed that the article
is a verbatim reproduction of the source.
Similarly, it should not be assumed that any
reporter listed is necessarily responsible for
writing the whole news item. Source lines
are not by-lines.

Often articles come from a number of
sources. They are edited for readability
and reader interest and given different
headings, and consequently can be
expressed quite differently from the source
material.

Peninsula News usually receives its
information in three ways: It is sent to us
by someone wanting to promote their
activities; it is sent to us in response to our
inquiries; or it comes from a newsletter or
other document to which we have access.

Sometimes we may interview a person or
report what they said at a meeting.

The following descriptions are used:

Media Release - unsolicited contributions.
Media Statement - sent in response to
our questions. Website or Social Media -
information published online. Newsletter
or Report - published in print or online.
Interview or Meeting - statements recorded
by a reporter.

Forum contributions may be: Email if sent
electronically and Letter if written on paper.

Legal responsibility for editing, printing and publishing of Peninsula News is taken by Mark Snell of Umina for The
Peninsula’s Own News Service Inc ABN 76 179 701 372. Printed by News Pty Ltd, Surry Hills
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Woy Woy Sea Scouts have with more regattas and more

had their last day of sailing
for the term.
Sailing will return next summer

members keen to sail.

They are now gearing up for

cold weather activities including

camping, hiking and bike-riding.
SOURCE:
Social media, 28 Mar 2026
1st Woy Woy Sea Scouts

JP desks

The NSW Justices
Association offers desks at
Umina and Woy Woy libraries
to witness documents every
Monday.

The desk at Woy Woy library is
available from 9am to 12pm, while
the desk at Umina library runs from
10am to 1pm.

The Umina library desk is also
available on Thursdays.

The association is currently
recruiting member volunteers for
the JP desks.

For further information, phone
0404 094 776 or email nswja@
nswja.org.au.

SOURCE:
Media release, 2 Apr 2026

Kevin O’Donnell, NSW
Justices Association

Lions Club to hold
annual Tea Cosy Expo

The Woy Woy Peninsula
Lions Club will hold its
annual Tea Cosy Expo over
the June long weekend at
Umina Beach Surf Club.

The Expo will run from 9am to
4pm on Saturday and Sunday,
June 5 and 6.

This year's themes are
Countries around the World, and
General.

Tea cosies may be knitted,
crocheted or made from fabric.

Cash prizes will be awarded to

the winners.

Some will be available for
purchase.

Stalls and a raffle will also be
held.

Devonshire Teas and coffee will
be available.
Entry is by gold coin donation.
For more details, phone Ms Lin
Griffiths on 0422 419 699 or email
griffiths061@gmail.com.
SOURCE:
Social media, 30 Mar 2026
Denise Taylor, Woy Woy
Peninsula Lions Club

March was fourth wettest in 22 years

Last month was the fourth
wettest March in 22 years,
with a total of 275.8mm
recorded.

This was 60 per cent higher
than the March average of 172mm,
according to figures supplied by Mr
Jim Morrison of Umina.

However, the month’s total is
much closer to the average for the
last 11 years of 241.3mm, being 14
per cent higher.

The March average for the
previous 11 years was 112.9mm,
with this year’s rainfall being more
than twice that - 244 per cent
higher.

The highest daily rainfall was
97mm recorded on Wednesday,
March 18, with another four days
recording more than 20mm.

These were 20mm on March
8, 29mm on March 9, 36mm on
March 20 and 26mm on March 27.

Total rainfall for the year at the
end of March was 768.7mm, 73.5
per cent above the average of

443mm.

This figure is second only to
2022, the wettest year in 22 years,
when the total was 834mm at the
end of March.

April has started with weekend
rain, totalling 36.4mm by 9am

Sunday morning.
The April average is 157mm.
More details, including daily
rainfall figures, are available online
at http://penne.ws/Rain.
SOURCE:
Spreadsheet, 3 Apr 2026
Jim Morrison, Umina

Mon, Apr 6
0536 0.24
1110 0.74
1656 0.25
2324 1.06

TIDE
TIMES
and

Heights
Tue, Apr 7
0620 0.26
1151 0.68
1730 0.29

AT

ETTALONG
Wed, Apr 8

0005 1.01
0712 0.28
1242 0.63
1813 0.33

Thu, Apr 9 Sun, Apr 12
0055 0.96 0418 0.96
0815 0.29 1122 0.25
1347 0.60 1714 0.74
1908 0.37 2251 0.35

Fri, Apr 10 Mon, Apr 13
0159 0.92 0512 1.01
0924 0.29 1208 0.23
1509 0.61 1757 0.84
2021 0.39 2352 0.30

Sat, Apr 11 Tue, Apr 14
0313 0.92 0559 1.07
1028 0.28 1249 0.20
1620 0.66 1836 0.95
2141 0.39

Wed, Apr 15 Sat, Apr 18
0048 0.25 0329 0.16
0643 1.11 0859 1.04
1328 0.18 15150.16
1915 1.06 2120 1.31

Thu, Apr 16 Sun, Apr 19
0143 0.21 0421 0.15
0726 1.12 0950 0.97
1404 0.17 1552 0.17
1955 1.17 2206 1.33

Fri, Apr 17 Mon, Apr 20
0236 0.18 0517 0.16
0811 1.09 1045 0.88
1440 0.16 1633 0.19
2036 1.25 2257 1.31

NEWS email: contributions@peninsula.news




‘High-level masterplan’
prepared for the
Peninsula

Central Coast Council staff
have prepared a “draft
high-level masterplan” for
“The Peninsula - Woy Woy,
Ettalong and Umina”, council
strategic  planners  have
revealed.

The draft masterplan is
expected to be presented to
Council for consideration, with a
view to placing it on exhibition next
financial year (2026-27), along with
plans for The Entrance Peninsula,
Narara District, Lake Haven and
Gosford City Centre.

“Feedback received from the
community consultation will be
used to guide the development
of detailed precinct plans and
infrastructure improvements for
key centres over the coming
years,” the planners have said in a
report to the Council’'s environment
and planning committee.

Masterplans and precinct plans
will be prepared to “focus on
priority centres”.

A plan for Woy Woy town centre
is expected to be developed in
the next financial year, under
the “Town Centres Planning and
Improvement Program”.

The preparation of the plans
was described in a report about
the draft Local Strategic Planning
Statement.

The planners’ reports said
the Statement was “place-
focused, promoting housing and
development within existing and
emerging centres, supported by
services, infrastructure and public

transport options”.
“The place statements in the

draft Local Strategic Planning
Statement will be supported
through the proposed Town
Centres Planning and Improvement
Program.”

The report said that the
masterplans  would “provide

opportunities for increased housing
and jobs, enhanced public domain,
safe and well-connected green
pedestrian links and coordinated

transport and infrastructure
improvements”.
The Central Coast's Local

Planning Panel recommended in
December 2022 that the Council
review planning provisions for the
Peninsula..

The Panel recommended
“Central Coast Council consider
conducting a strategic planning
review of the planning controls,
development  provisions  and
character statements for Umina,
Woy Woy and Ettalong.”

It stated the review should
“‘ensure there is consistency
between the relevant controls,
provisions and character
statements applicable to each
locality, and a clear direction and
expectation on the desired future
character of these suburbs”.

The recommendation was made
as part of its decision to refuse two
applications for multiple dwelling
developments at 16 and 34 Warrah
St, Ettalong.

SOURCE

Agenda 3.3, 7 April 2026
Environment-Planning Committee,
Central Coast Council

Car boot sale cancelled for
Anzac Day long weekend

The Woy Woy Peninsula
Lions Club has decided to
cancel its car boot sale on
Sunday, April 26, due to the
Anzac Day long weekend.

The monthly car boot sale will
resume on Sunday, May 31.

“We look forward to seeing you
then,” said club secretary Mr Greg
Head.

The sale is held at Rogers Park
in the Dunban Rd car park from

Everyday our customers help change and

7am to 1pm and includes a variety
of stalls, he said.

A barbecue, tea and coffee are
available.

New vendors were welcome at
$25 per car, with sites opening at
6:30am.

For further information, phone
0478 959 895.

SOURCE:

Media release, 1 Apr 2026
Greg Head, Woy Woy
Peninsula Lions Club

save lives simply by banking with us
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Dementia cafe finds temporary home

The Rotary Club of Brisbane
Water has found a new
temporary home for its
Dementia Cafe while its
usual venue at CWA Hall in
Umina undergoes kitchen
renovations.

The cafe will operate at
Peninsula Village in Umina from
Sunday, April 13, to Monday, June
22.

Club president Ms Cherie
Simpson said: “The Decaf is a
warm, welcoming morning for
people living with dementia and
their carers, a place to share a
cuppa, enjoy some light exercise
and, most importantly, feel part of
a community.

For further information, phone
Cherie on 0425 222 778 or Di on
0404 147 743.

SOURCE:
Social media, 3 Apr 2026
Rotary Brisbane Water

The People’s Pantry re-opens

The People’s Pantry in Woy
Woy has re-opened after the
repair of storm damage on
January 17.

Project officer Ms Fiona
MacPhail said the closure had a
significant impact on their patrons.

She said the pantry was “a vital

service for those experiencing
financial hardship and food
insecurity”.

She said the service also had to
suspend “face-to-face access” and

Be part of our local community

Community Bank Ettalong Beach
263-267 Ocean View Rd, Ettalong Beach 4344 4200

Community banking is based on a ‘profit-with-purpose’

model, which means our profits are returned directly to the

community that has generated them.

other services such as emergency
relief, financial counselling, and
assistance with energy bills.

“The Pantry provides free and
low-cost grocery items to help
households make ends meet,” she
said.

“The service is open to
everyone, with new patrons asked
to complete a brief customer
consent form on their first visit.”

It operates 12pm to 2:30pm
Monday, Wednesday and
Thursday at Yaringaa, next to

Meals on Wheels at the Peninsula
Community Centre.

The service also offers a No
Interest Loan Scheme, personal
counselling, as well as a referral
service.

“We are looking forward to
being able to have the face-to-face
interactions with our community
members again.”

SOURCE:

Media release, 23 Mar 2026
Fiona MacPhail, The
People’s Pantry

From lifesaving gear to community fundraisers, we put our profits

back where they belong - into the heart of our community
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‘Zombie’ amendment sought
to add second storey

Anapplicationhasbeenmade
for a *“zombie” amendment
to plans approved in 1995
to add a second storey to an
unfinished dual occupancy
at 70 Murray St, Booker Bay.

It asks for assessment under
1995 rules.

A building was constructed
following the original approval but
never officially completed.

The application seeks to
increase the floor space ratio of
the development by about 60 per
cent by adding a second storey to
both units.

It claims that, because the
building wasn't completed and
the resulting development is
“instinctively ... substantially the
same” as the original approval,
it can be considered as an
amendment to that application
and assessed under planning
provisions applying at that time.

However, it asks that legal
principles established in 2013 and
2023, well after the development
was approved, be applied to accept
the new plans as “substantially the
same”.

It says that, while the second
storey has been added, the building
footprint would remain “generally
the same and is consistent with the
approved plans”.

Citing the principles of 2013

“Coorey” case, it says the
amendment should be considered
“substantially the same” because
it was still a “Proposed Attached
Dual Occupancy”, in the same
location, and “substantially the
same dimensions” as originally
approved.

Citing the 2023 “Realize
Architecture” case, it says: “The
task of determining whether a
development is ‘substantially the
same’ as the original approval does
not need to follow any complicated
formulas (ie: qualitative and
quantitative differences) despite
these having been traditionally
used in the past.”

“Instead, the ruling took the
view that the approach can be an
‘instinctive’ decision based on the
‘balancing of’ or ‘weighting of’ the
relevant facts.”

The modification, which adds
a second storey to each unit,
increases the floor space ratio
from 0.31:1 to 0.49:1, and raises
the height of the building to
7.55 metres, both of which are
permissible under the original and
current rules.

One difference may be that
the building has a rear setback of
1.3m, where the current minimum
rear setback is 4.5m.

As well as the addition of
a second storey the applicant
proposes alterations to the ground

floor plans, new private space
areas and front fencing 1.5m in
height.

Shadow diagrams show
overshadowing on the southern
side at the winter solstice.

No floor plans are provided
among those on exhibition, and no
statement is made of the specific
uses proposed for the upper and
lower storeys.

The application states that only
two off street car parks need to be
provided which suggests that the
number of bedrooms per unit is
remaining at three.

The original floor plans and
development approval are not
available on the Council’s planning
portal, nor are the planning
provisions applicable at the time
provided on the Council website,
such as the Development Control
Plans cited in the application.

In conclusion, the application
states that: “It is our view that
Central Coast Council may modify
DA/20159/1995, because the
proposal represents substantially
the same development for which
the consent was granted by the
Council and suitably mitigates
environmental impacts.”

Itis currently on public exhibition
until Friday, April 17.

SOURCE:
DA Tracker, 5 May 2026

DA/20159/1995, Central
Coast Council

Statement includes
student proposal for
shopping centre

A suggestion by Brisbane
Water Secondary College
students to build residential
towers on Deepwater Plaza
has been taken up as one

of 19 projects listed for
the Peninsula in the draft
Local Strategic Planning
Statement.

Aproposal to build 10 apartment
towers on top of Deepwater Plaza
won a group of Woy Woy campus
students first prize in October
2024 for in an industry-sponsored
competition to address the Central
Coast’s housing shortage.

The project under the Local
Strategic  Planning  Statement
would “encourage mixed use
development in proximity to Woy
Woy station and above Deepwater
Plaza”.

The draft Statement is being
considered by Central Coast
Council's environment and
planning committee = tomorrow
night, Tuesday, April 7.

Other projects include
improving the public domain along
Woy Woy foreshore and Woy Woy
centre, as well as connecting the
coastal public domain with James
Brown Oval, Rogers Park and the
Everglades wetland.

The Statement would retain
green and recreation space at
Lions Park, Woy Woy, and maintain
the viability of the Woy Woy
health precinct by encouraging
appropriate ancillary uses within
the precinct.

Cycle connections between
Woy Woy centre and nearby local
centres would be enhanced and
upgraded.

Connections to natural trails
and areas would be improved.

Tree canopy cover would be
increased to reduce urban heat
island effects.

More housing types and
densities would be provided in
Woy Woy, Ettalong and Umina.

Traffic and parking within Woy
Woy centre and at Woy Woy
station would be improved.

Opportunities for a shuttle bus
loop service in and around Woy
Woy would be identified.

The council would “advocate
for improvements to the Rawson
Rd railway level crossing and
intersection in Woy Woy".

It would also “assist the state
government in improving key
north-south cycle corridors”.

In Woy Woy town centre, it
would investigate opportunities
for a town plaza and connecting
pedestrian laneways.

Pedestrian and cycle paths
would be prioritised along Ocean
Beach Rd and Blackwall Rd to
connect Woy Woy, Ettalong and
Umina and to reduce local traffic.

Public domain and landscape
upgrades would be undertaken to
Woy Woy foreshore swim area,
Pelican Park and Lions Park.

Opportunities to extend the
commercial zone of Woy Woy
centre south along Blackwall Rd
would be investigated.

Intersection upgrades at
strategic locations along Railway
St, Victoria Rd and Ocean Beach
Rd would be undertaken.

SOURCE:

Agenda 3.3, 7 Apr 2026
Environment-Planning
Subcommittee, Central
Coast Council

Stakeholder plan
proposed for
Statement exhibition

A “stakeholder engagement”
plan has been proposed
for the public exhibition of
the draft Local Strategic
Planning Statement.

Planning staff have
recommended a minimum 42-day
“consultation period”, four online
sessions, five ward information

sessions, an online map and
online media.
The 42-day community

consultation would be conducted
through the Your Voice Our Coast
website.

Four online sessions of three
hours each would be held at
various times.

Five ward-based information
sessions would be held for

community members to drop in
and provide feedback.

An online map would allow
community members to provide
feedback on Town Centre
Improvement Program priorities.

The Statement would be
publicised through a social media
“campaign” and a media release to
raise awareness of the project.

Council would also consult
with the Department of Planning,
Housing and Infrastructure and
other relevant agencies during the
public exhibition phase.

SOURCE:

Agenda 3.3, 7 Apr 2026
Environment-Planning
Subcommittee, Central
Coast Council

ADVERTISING email: advertising@peninsula.news




Aged care home project
nears completion

The final stage of building
work at a Woy Woy aged care
home is close to completion.

Blue Wave Living chief
executive Mr Matt Downie said:
“Our final stage of works in the
original Shores building continues
to progress well.

“We are now in the final fit off
and painting stages.

“The spaces are coming
together nicely and continue to be
a little ahead of our programmed
timeline.”

He said it was expected to be
completed in early May, “with the
certification process then taking
a few weeks following practical
completion”.

“We should be in a position to

open up the space by early June.

“l anticipate being able to open
up the rear entry again sometime
in May, which allows family to
potentially park at the rear of our
facility and enter via The Shores.

“This final stage will see us
being able to deliver an additional
10 newly-rebuilt bedrooms and
other spaces, completing the
‘Beachside House'.

“We will also be delivering a
private lounge-dining area, which
will be available for families to book
for extended family gatherings in
private with loved ones here at
BlueWave.”

SOURCE:
Newsletter, 1 Apr 2026
Matt Downie, Blue Wave Living

Aged care building work
to resume after a year

A Woy Woy aged care home
is expected to take a break
of a year from building
work before it resumes
refurbishment with work on
its “front building”.

“It will likely not commence until
mid-2027,” said Blue Wave Living
chief executive Mr Matt Downie.

“There will be a reprieve for our
residents from on-going building
works for a while.”

Mr Downie said: “While we
do have plans to continue works
through our front building, and
particularly the Anzac, Carinya and
Cove wings, this will be undertaken
in small stages over time as
funding and operations allow.

“We are committed to
transforming the facility throughout
towards the ‘household model’ as
much as we can.

“The first stage of works in
the front building will focus on
the Village Square area, plus
reception.”

It will extend along the corridor
behind reception “to create some
administration offices to enable us
to relocate staff out of offices in the
Anzac-Carinya wing”.

This would “make way for
additional resident spaces in that
area”.

SOURCE:
Newsletter, 1 Apr 2026
Blue Wave Living

Presentation at St Patrick’s
Day celebration

The Rotary Club of Umina
Beach has held a St Patrick’s
Day celebration, with a
presentation by its past
president Mr Pat Lewis.
Green was the colour of the
evening as the presentation
featured some of the magnificent
scenery of Ireland and its music,

language and culture, he said.

Mr Lewis said the “craic was
90” at the meeting this week, with
“even our exchange students
enjoying the night learning about
another new country and featuring
in the presentation”.

SOURCE:
Social media, 23 Mar 2026
Rotary Club of Umina Beach
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Bollards proposed for lane to shops

Central Coast Council is
seeking comment about
the proposed installation
of bollards in a laneway
between Dardanelles Ave and
Lone Pine Plaza shopping
centre, Umina.

The laneway comes off
Dardanelles Ave between Lone
Pine Ave and Pozieres Ave.

“This laneway is not designed
to service the shopping centre,
and the proposed bollards will
restrict vehicular traffic,” said traffic
engineer Mr Jeremy Pether.

The bollards would “assist with
traffic, speed and dust associated
with  vehicles accessing the
shopping centre”.

“The proposed bollards will
be removable to facilitate any

emergency services or via prior
approval to facilitate residents’
access.”

Comments should be
submitted to Council with the
reference number D17185409 to
trafficcontrol@centralcoast.nsw.
gov.au by Friday, May 1.

SOURCE:

Media release, 24 Mar 2026
Tony Winch, Umina
Community Group

CWA branches attend ‘three-in-one’ day

Members of both Woy Woy
and Umina Beach branches
of the Country Women’s
Association  attended a
“three-in-one day” at the
Hornsby branch on Monday,
March 27.

The day included a “country

of study”, an agriculture and

environment session, and a

cultural-historical tribute.
“Members were treated to

this year’s County of Study, Fiji,
with lovely food and cultural
information,” said Woy Woy branch
publicity officer Ms Jane Bowtell.
“They also learnt about this
year’'s beautiful bird of study, the
black cockatoo and our native
she-oak (casuarina) that has quite
a few varieties, as does the black

cockatoo.”

A cultural tribute was also made
to Dame Enid Lyons.

“Not only is CWA about
giving to community and forming
friendships, itis also about learning
from other countries and their
cultures, and the similarities and

the differences between us,” said
Ms Bowtell.

“Hornsby branch is one of
13 branches that make up the
Northumberland group which starts
at Hornsby and ends at Morisset.”

SOURCE:
Social media, 28 Mar 2026
CWA Woy Woy

Proudly serving the best Goan/Indian Food

Winner of 2025 awards

GOAN INDIAN RESTAURANT

34 Blackwall Road, Woy Woy-NSW 2256, Tel: 02 43398225, www.spices29.com.au

ADVERTISING email: advertising@peninsula.news
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Guides hall grounds tidied by Rotary

Six members of the Rotary
Club of Woy Woy held a
working-bee to tidy up
the grounds around the
Blackwall Girl Guides Hall on
Saturday, March 21.

They “emu-bobbed”, mowed,
trimmed and edged lawns, shrubs
and fences, “while chatting,
laughing and enjoying great
fellowship” between 7am and
10:30am.

The Rotary club built the Girl
Guides hall over a two-year period
culminating in its official opening
on February 2, 1964.

They have continued their
support for the local Girl Guides
in the 62 years since with working
bees to keep the grounds tidy and
maintained.

SOURCE:

Social media, 22 Mar 2026
Rotary Club of Woy Woy

Contributions sought for
Kariong anniversary

The Kariong Progress
Association is inviting
people to contribute to its
80th anniversary on Sunday,
May 24.

The association is collecting
photos and stories for a
commemorative booklet.

The event will focus on
“Kariong then and now”, bringing
together stories, photographs and
memories that reflect how the
suburb has grown and changed
over time.

Contributions close on Friday,
May 1, and should be sent to
kariongpa@gmail.com.

The association’s project aims
to cover Kariong's history, from well
before the progress association
was formed in 1946.

Among significant events to be
noted is when early settler Henry
Parry selected land in the area In
1901, on what is now Woy Woy Rd,

for a native plant nursery, which
became the famous Floralands.

SOURCE:

Media release, 30 Mar 2026

Kariong Progress Association

Rock Star

A Rock Star Guitar workshop
will be held on Thursday,
April 9, at Umina Beach
Library as part of its school
holiday program for children
aged five to nine years.

Those attending the workshop
from 10:30am to 11:30am will be
encouraged to dress up as a rock
star.

Bookings are essential, and
may be made at the library or by
phone on 4304 7333.

SOURCE:

Website, 6 Mar 2026
Library Services, Central
Coast Council

Noticeboard - Public Notices

CARPENTRY &
BUILDING WORK

General carpentry and
construction work

Decks, pergolas, roof repair, flooring,

cabinets, windows, doors, gutters,
downpipes, gates, locks, painting,
backyard and much more
Affordable, Insured, Qualified
Ernest

0468 612 956

Lic no. 184942C - Contractor
Ernesto Tiburcio Zamora Concha

T&G

Carpentry Work

Renovations, Decks,

Pergolas, Windows,
Doors

Serving the Central Coast
Fully Insured

Call
Tom 0436 300 422
Gary 0458 130 829

Bricklaying

Concreting
All aspects both trades

Over 40 years’
experience
Quality work
Licensed, insured

Phone Greg
0456 895 943

Lic No. 124312C - Bricklayer
Greg Doyle

sliding door repar

Screen door repair
Re-mesh screens
Windows, bi-folds

Maintenance and carpentry
Fully insured

Please call Heath Manton

0494 197 908

Deliveries and Removals, Local
Sydney, Newcastle & Country
Single items or a house full.
Competitive rates.

0 kevinsremovals@optusnet.com.au

Acupunture
and Massage
Woy Woy

(Formerly of Deepwater Plaza)

Now by appointment only

HICAPS Medical rebates
Member Australian Massage Therapists

Still in Woy Woy
Call 02 43412899 or

0405 018 927

Still $33

for a public notice

A cost-effective way to
Reach the Peninsula

community
Support our voluntary
local newspaper

advertising@peninsula.news

Merlin & Maeve

Reiki and Energy Healing
Spiritual Life Coaching
Life Coaching

Mediumship, Tarot and Psychic Readings
Psychic Abilities Development courses
Defence Against the Dark Arts courses

Reiki Attunement I, Il and Il Courses

merlinandmaeve@gmail.com

Leonard O’Neill 0432 572 730
Brooke O’Neill 0415 724 960

HANDYMAN

House repairs
45 Yrs Experience

e Carpentry

e Brickwork

e Gyprock

e Decking

e Cladding

e Landscaping

e New Ali Doors
Pensioner/Seniors Discount

0418 660 014

James Ralston
Lic 51715C - Maintenance & Repair

Still $33

for a public notice

Just ...

¢ Email your wording
e Approve the draft

e Pay invoice by EFT
Reach the community

advertising@peninsula.news

Licensed electrician offering repairs,
installations, and safety checks.
Reliable, professional service for homes
and businesses. Licensed & fully insured.

Contact Paul today on

0403 069 097

Paul Oxenham Lic 264307C - Electrician

FREE CAT

Gatsby is my name.

| am young and handsome and
have personality. | am de sexed,
vaccinated and microchipped. |
need to find a loving home.
| reside near Gosford.

Please phone Helen
0414 445 971

LEARN TO BOWL

Free coaching

EVERGLADES COUNTRY CLUB
DUNBAN ROAD WOY WoY
PHONE OUR ACCREDITED COACH
GARY: 0426 992 715

Car Boot Sale

Woy Woy Peninsula Lions Club

Sunday

May 31

/amto 1pm

Great variety of stalls ~
BBQ, Tea & Coffee.
Vendors Welcome ~ $25 per car

Dunban Road Car Park
NB stall sites not open until 6.30am
Cnr. Ocean Beach Road Woy Woy
Not held this April due to Anzac Day
Eng: 0478 959 895

The Troubadour

Folk and Acoustic Music Club

Sun Apr 19, 2pm
Celtic Guitar Heaven

Tony McManus (Scotland)

& Marcus Sturrock (Tas)
Everglades Club Woy Woy

Tickets $25 members
and $30 non-members at

www.troubadour.org.au
4342 6716

FORUM email: contributions@peninsula.news




Stall wanted for Biggest Morning Tea

The Rotary Club of Brisbane
Water is looking for stall
holders for its Biggest
Morning Tea on Wednesday,
May 27.

The club is seeking local
creators, boutique businesses,
jewellery makers, fashion labels,
giftware designers and artisan
producers for the event which will

be held from 9.30am — 12.00pm
2026 Ettalong Diggers Club.

No stall fee will be charged, but
stallholders are asked to donate
a prize for the raffle or lucky door
prize pool.

“This is your opportunity to
showcase your products, connect
with 250 local guests and support
an incredible  cause,” said

organiser Ms Kim Cole.

She said all proceeds from the
day would go to the Cancer Council
NSW Central Coast Division.

Spaces are limited to 10 stalls.

For further information, email
kim.cole@ettalongdiggers.com.au
or phone 4343 0140.

SOURCE:
Social media, 23 Mar 2026
Kim Cole, Rotary Brisbane Water

Seniors hear talk from clown

Peninsula School for Seniors
has heard a talk from Alicia
Gonzalez from the Clown
Institute.

“She showed us how to be a
bit more laid back, take life a little
less seriously and communicate
with each other,” said School co-
ordinator Ms Amber Golby.

“We forgot the problems of the
world and had a laugh.

“We had a cake at morning tea
to farewell Joy Langdon, who is
moving to Queensland.

“We are on holiday for two
weeks now.”

The school's rummicub group
meets each Tuesday, as well as
going to BlueWave on the third
Wednesday of the month.

SOURCE:
Social media, 31 Mar 2026
Peninsula School for Seniors

Woman airlifted after injury

A woman was airlifted from
Woy Woy to John Hunter
Hospital after she was
injured in a fall of about two
metres on Saturday, April 4.
A helicopter ambulance was

called to assist NSW Ambulance.
The Westpac helicopter
ambulance collected the patient
Austin Butler Oval.
SOURCE:
Social media, 4 Apr 2026
NSW Central Coast Incident Alerts
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Older women raise $2000
through Easter raffle

The Deepwater Woy Woy
branch of the Older Women’s
Network has drawn its Easter
raffle.

The winning tickets were drawn
by Member for Gosford Ms Liesl
Tesch at 4pm on Thursday, April 2.

“We were able to raise just
under $2000 to help our various
projects,” said network secretary
Ms Jennifer Brown.

“All funds raised will go to our
three local food pantries; Mary
Mac’s Place, the SDA Community
Food Pantry run out of the
Seventh Day Adventist Church in
Woy Woy, and Community SOS
which is located next door to
Meals on Wheels at the Peninsula

Community Centre.”

Ms Brown said: “We also
support Meals-on-Wheels with
funds to provide petrol vouchers to
their volunteers.

“Recently we have added The
SDA Community Table, which runs
from 5pm to 7pm every Friday to
feed those who are experiencing
homelessness or who are
struggling to keep up with our ever
rising cost of living.

Pictured at the drawing of the
raffle were Ms Joyce Williams,
Ms Vicki Spain, Ms Liesl Tesch,
Ms Jennifer Brown and Ms Karen
Smith.

SOURCE:
Media release, 4 Apr 2026
Jennifer Brown, Deepwater OWN

Elevated living. Exceptional care.

For over 50 years, Thompson Health Care
has set the standard in Aged Care Living.

Experience two of the Central Coast's
most beautifully appointed homes.

Hillview House

45 Hillview Street Woy Woy NSW 2256

Phone (02) 4315 3100

Tarragal House

107 Karalta Road Erina NSW 2250

Phone (02) 4365 5066

Book a tour!

www.thompsonhealthcare.com.au

THOMPSON

HEALTH CARE
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Pilot program sees 180 trees planted

A large number of newly-
planted trees appearing
on street verges in recent
months.

“These are as a result of the
Pilot Street Tree Program that our
Central Coast Council supported
for the Peninsula,” said Grow
Urban Shade Trees member Ms
Deb Sunartha.

On the motion of Cr Belinda
Neal, the Council spent $150,000
to plant 180 to 200 native trees,
she said.

“The Council public tree team
has done well to coordinate a large
number of tree requests along
50 streets around the whole of
the Peninsula from Woy Woy to
Umina, Ettalong, Blackwall and
Booker Bay.

“Consideration has been given

to a wide range of tree species
to support biodiversity, increased
canopy and corridors for our local
birds.”

The species have included
coastal banksia, prickly paperbark,
bottlebrush, yellow bloodwood,
weeping lilly pilly, brushbox and
watergum.

“This cost for planting trees
is a normal part of the budget for
any council so it is vital that our
Council staff apply for grants when
these become available and be
successful in these applications.

“The contractors for this
planting, Plateau Trees, has done
a fine job, planting and staking
the healthy trees with a watering
program to follow over three
months.

“In time, with good care from

residents, these trees will help to
increase canopy cover in an area
that is recognised as a heat bowl.

“The recommended minimum
canopy cover for heat reduction
and health benefits is 40 per cent.

“The Peninsula currently sits at
less than seven per cent.”

Another Grow Urban Shade
Trees member Ms Jan Deighton
said: “This pilot program is
potentially a testing ground for the
roll out of any future funding for
canopy increase throughout the
whole Central Coast region.

“To ensure its success, we
ask that Peninsula residents care
for their new trees with regular
watering until well established.”

SOURCE:

Media release, 2 Apr 2026
Debbie Sunartha, Grow
Urban Shade Trees

Community cafe held on fourth Thursday

The Rotary Club of Brisbane
Water held its Community
Connections Cafe in Ettalong
last Thursday, March 26.

The cafe aims to encourage
new friendships and is held in
Hatters Tea House.

Sponsored by Rotary Brisbane
Water, it is free to attend for
coffee or tea and cake, and
companionship.

It opens from 9:15am on the
fourth Thursday of each month.

SOURCE:
Social media, 26 Mar 2026
Rotary Brisbane Water

CWA branch ends its weekly recipes

The Woy Woy branch of
the Country Women'’s
Association has published
the last of its six-year series
of Recipes of the Week on
social media.

“Our first ever recipe was
published on March 27, 2020,
when | was the president,” said
branch publicity officer Ms Jane
Bowtell.

“It was a way of trying to stay
connected to branch members and
the wider community we served at
the beginning of Covid lockdowns.

“Every recipe | have made and
tested before it was put on our
page.

“In the early days, my daughter
was the publicity officer and she
did the posting.

“When she had a baby, | took

over publicity after resigning as
president, so | could have much-
needed quality time with my new
grandson.

“In the last two vyears as

publicity officer, | have maintained
the dedication and almost every
week tested and published another
recipe.

“After six years and just over
300 recipes, the time has come to
retire it.

“You will also see a new
publicity officer as of October this
year, because | now have two
grandsons who are growing up
way too fast and have become my
priority.”

The last Recipe of the Week,
Weet-Bix Biscuits, was published
last week, on Monday, March 27.

“All recipes can be accessed by
clicking on Photos then scrolling
through them.”

SOURCE:

Social media, 26 Mar 2026
Jane Bowtell, CWA

Woy Woy Branch

) Forum

How long does it
take to fix a lift?

| do not know exactly how
long the lift has not worked
at Aldi, but it was before
Christmas, so at least three
months.

| emailed them at the beginning
of March, as | spoke to the man
who collects trolleys and some
people have abused him as if it
was his fault.

| wanted to express my dismay
at it taking so long as it has caused
people distress.

Today, | watched a very elderly
lady, walk slowly down the ramp
with her small nanna basket on
wheels.

Several people offered to help
her, but she politely refused.

Then | watched a man with
two leg prostheses negotiate the
steps and then the ramp. He was
exhausted.

He was very unhappy with the
lift being out and he shops there
regularly.

With the cost of living and fuel
so expensive, Aldi is the only place
many can afford to shop.

| asked another shopper who
was elderly how he was going and
he had bad arthritis and the ramp
is very hard with a trolley.

A 90 year old lady approached
me.

She was very upset that she
has to get a trolley down that ramp.
She has to take a small basket on
wheels and it is still hard for her.

Another man told me that the
whole lift has to be replaced and
that is why it is taking so long.

Why it does take so long?

SOURCE:
Email, 2 Apr 2026
Carol Richardson, Umina

The fortunes of democracy

Author John Keane says
the task of discussing the
changing contemporary
fortunes of democracy is
“formidable”.

| am still dealing with the puzzle
of candidates at the last Local
Government election, purporting
to represent a ward then “jumping
ship” to vote as a block post-
election.

All the advertisements
claimed they would comply with
representative democracy.

What do voters see at election-
time apart from plenty of placards
advertising political parties and
how-to-vote handouts?

Representative democracy has
been lost in the purpose of an
election.

Claims of governing for the
future are an outright fallacy.

Decisions made for the future
rest in the hands of local residents
and local community organisations,
not in the chamber in Wyong in the
hands of self-interest councillors.

How many councillors genuinely
represent West Ward?

Volunteers from community
organisations should stand
beside candidate volunteers at
all elections to ensure councillor
involvement in local democracy.

The emphasis should be on
representative democracy, with
the involvement of the Electoral
Commission and the power to
enforce non-compliance.

SOURCE:
Letter, 27 Mar 2026
Norm Harris, Umina

Have lifeguards all year

Soon our swimming season
will come to an end.

That is to say, the Council
lifeguards will no longer patrol the
beaches, leaving swimmers the
choice of staying out of the water
until next spring, or going in the
water and feeling unsafe.

“So what?” you may say.

“We are lucky to have red and
yellow flags at our beaches for half
the year.”

But what about the tourists?

More and more people are
choosing to holiday on the Central
Coast, and not just at Christmas.

Statistically tourists are the
biggest losers in beach safety
outcomes, the ones who most
need the help of our lifeguards.

“Ah. But the cost.

“Who’s going to pay for all these
off-season lifeguards?”

The answer of course is that
they are already paid year-round.

Not to take a five month
vacation, heaven forbid.

No, they are gainfully employed

as unskilled labourers, sent out on
work teams.

In what world is this allowed to
happen?

The topsy-turvy world of Central
Coast Council, where ratepayers
are asked to dig ever deeper in our
pockets in exchange for the bare
minimum.

While we, the Central Coast
beachgoers, get ready to farewell
our lifeguards, we can’t help but
feel a sense of loss.

Yes, we will continue to come
down to the beach because winter
is the best season for walking on
the sand, but most of us won't
swim.

| for one don’t want to end up as
a statistic.

Finally, as a Peninsula resident,
| have often wondered why Pearl
Beach, with its heaps of tourists
and often treacherous surf, has no
lifeguard? At all?.

SOURCE:
Email, 3 Apr 2026
Jane Hendy, Blackwall
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Exhibition of print and fibre
works at Ettalong gallery

An exhibition of print and
fibre works by Marty Nuku,
inspired by coastal life and
fleeting memory, will be held
at the Bay Gallery, Ettalong,
during April.

“Drawing on shoreline, weather,
and time, the works explore how
moments are softened, leaving
quiet traces rather than fixed

narratives,” said Ms Nuku.

“Earthy, tactile  processes,
stitched, layered, and worn, echo
the rhythms of tide and touch.

“Grounded and contemplative,
the exhibition invites viewers to
pause and reflect.”

SOURCE:
Media release, 1 Apr 2026
Marty Nuku, Bay Gallery
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Sustainable
living
festival
planned for
October

The Woytopia sustainable
living festival will be held this
year on Sunday, October 11.

Applications have opened for
stalls, to perform music, to faciliate
a talk and to help organise the
festival.

“Woytopia celebrates
sustainable living on the Woy
Woy Peninsula with green and
gardening talks and presentations,”
said organiser Mr Julian Bowker
from the Peninsula Environment
Group.

He said there will be an “eco-
market”’, expected to have more
than 50 stalls including organic
produce, clothes and bodycare,
and solar panels.

There would also be music and
children’s entertainment.

The festival is run by volunteers,
with most musicians, speakers and
stallholders being local residents.

Anyone interested in being part
of the event should contact Julian
at info@woytopia.org.

SOURCE:

Social media, 20 Mar 2026
Julian Bowker, Peninsula
Environment Group
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Scottish-born Canadian
to play at folk club

Scottish-born Canadian Tony
McManus will play at the
Troubadour Folk Club at the
Everglades Country Club at
2pm on Sunday, April 19.

“Having first tried his hand at
the fiddle, whistle and mandolin,
he took up the guitar aged 10,
although subsequent academic
inclinations got him halfway
through a PhD in maths before the
music finally won out,” said folk
club president Mr Michael Fine.

“His playing draws on traditions
from the entire Celtic diaspora —
Scotland, Ireland, Brittany, Galicia,
Asturias, Cape Breton, Quebec
— along with still further-ranging
flavours, such as jazz and east
European music.”

Tony will share the afternoon
with the Australian guitarist Marcus
Sturrock.

“As one of the known pioneers
of intricate guitar body percussion,
Marcus occasionally incorporates
percussive beats on the guitar’s
body while playing.

“He’'s also an awesome,
guitarist, studio musician and
recording studio manager.”

Bookings can be made
through the club’s website, www.
troubadour.org.au.

For further information, phone
02 4342 6716.

SOURCE:

Media release, 1 Apr 2026
Michael Fine, Troubadour
Central Coast
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Five boys and five girls
progress in soccer

Five boys and five girls from
Peninsula schools have
been selected at soccer trials
held by the Southern Central
Coast Primary School Sports
Association to go on to
combined zone trials next
term.

The girls were Maeve Watson,
Rae Gallagher and Maya Buckley
from Woy Woy South, and Georgie
Dean and Everlie Battley from
Umina Beach.

The boys were Talis Rainbow

Scott, Rory Gallagher and Alfie
Oxenham from Woy Woy South,
Johnny-Ray Brown from Umina
Beach and Alfons West from
Ettalong.

“The skill, behaviour and fair
play of both the boys and girls
was outstanding, making it a really
hard selection process,” said zone
football convenor teacher Mr Dave
Jackson from Umina Beach.

SOURCE:

Social media, 3 Mar 2026
Southern Central Coast Primary
School Sports Association

Christmas wreath winners
announced

A Woy Woy shopping centre
has announced the winners
of its Christmas wreath
decorating competition.
Deepwater Plaza centre
manager Mr Paul Savelberg said
the competition celebrated the
creativity and talent of local school
students across the Peninsula.
Ettalong Public School was
awarded the top prize of $1000,
after “their wreath captured the
hearts of shoppers and visitors

throughout December and
January”.
The school received the

highest number of votes from
the community for its wreath’s
originality and execution.

Woy Woy South Public School

received second prize of $500 for
their wreath, which also resonated
with the public during the voting

period.
The  competition  attracted
entries from six local schools:

Woy Woy Public School, Woy Woy
South Public School, St John the
Baptist Catholic Primary School
and Ettalong Public School, as well
as from Kincumber Public School,
and Pretty Beach Public School.
Mr  Savelberg said the
competition exemplified the
centre’s ongoing commitment to
supporting local schools and the
community.
SOURCE:
Media release, 9 Mar 2026
Paul Savelberg, Deepwater Plaza

Apply for
student
exchange
program

The Rotary Club of Umina
Beach is encouraging young
people to apply to be part
of next year’s Rotary Youth
Exchange program.

“This is a life changing
opportunity,” said club president
Mr Dave Tanare.

“Would you like to spend the
whole of 2027 in another country
going to school, living with a local
family, exploring a new country,
making international friends for
life?”

An online information session
will be held on Thursday, May 7,
with applications closing on May
15.

Registration for the session is
required.

SOURCE:
Social media, 30 Mar 2026
Rotary Umina Beach

Bus safety lesson
at Woy Woy

Woy Woy Public School
students had a bus safety
lesson last week.

Students from Years K-2 were
taught about bus safety by school
bus operator Busways.

The lesson included both
a classroom presentation and
experience on the bus, including a

ride around the Peninsula.

“It was a fun and valuable
experience for everyone involved,”
said school principal Ms Sandy
Knowles.

“The students loved the little
excursion.”

SOURCE:
Social media, 25 Mar 2026
Woy Woy Public School

Puzzle club started on student suggestion

Woy Woy South Public
School will introduce a
puzzle club with number
and word puzzles, following
a student’s suggestion to
principal Mr Matt Barr.

Oscar Hammond wrote a letter
to Mr Barr expressing his idea to
have a puzzle club at school.

“I would really like it if you could
introduce a puzzle club (number
and word puzzles only) because
they are fun, challenging and kids
can socialise and work together to
solve them.

“Puzzles can help learn word
and skills.

“They also help with logical
thinking.

“l really love puzzles and so do
many others around the school, so
| feel that lots of people will attend.”
Mr Barr responded: “Great idea
Oscar.” Puzzles have now been

made available in the school’s
lunch-time play area known as
Bluey’s Patch.

SOURCE:
Social media, 27 Mar 2026
Woy Woy South Public School

Year 11 students visit parliament trials

A group of Year 11 students
from Woy Woy campus of
Brisbane Water Secondary
College has visited Member
for Gosford Ms Liesl Tesch in
State Parliament.

The visit was part of the Legal
Studies and the Legislature
program.

Ms Tesch said: “It is always
inspiring to see young people
engaging with our democracy and
learning firsthand how Parliament
works.”

SOURCE:
Social media, 25 Mar 2026
Liesl Tesch, Member for Gosford
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Volunteers wanted for
junior rugby union

Volunteers are wanted for
Woy Woy Junior Rugby
Union as assistant referees,
ground marshalls, First Aid
offices and for the canteen.

“We need as many volunteers
as possible to make it easier for
all parents each week,” said club
vice-president Ms Bianca Plunkett
Gooley.

“We need one to two volunteers
for the canteen for half an hour
before home games.” Registered
volunteers were also wanted as
assistant referee, ground marshall
and First Aid officer.

“A quick course needs to be
done for accreditation,” she said.

The First Aid officer was
required for home game days only,
with a current First Aid certificate
was required but also “knowledge
of concussion protocols” which

was part of the online accreditation
course.

“We cannot take to the field
without these roles filled every
week.

“It would be great for managers
and coaches not to have to beg
every week, plus it allows all
parents the opportunity to watch
their kids play on most weeks
during the season.” The season
starts next weekend, April 11 and
12.

The club was advised that there
was a delay in some sizes of socks
and polo shirts due to the war in
the Middle East.

For further information, phone
0402 651 780.

SOURCE:

Social media, 31 Mar 2026
Bianca Plunkett Gooley, Woy
Woy Junior Rugby Union

Championship for novice
and rookie bridge pairs

The Brisbane Water Bridge
Club  Championship  for
Novice and Rookie Pairs
attracted 16 pairs, who fought
it out over two Wednesdays,
March 25 and April 1.

Carolynne  Mucharsky and
Tracey Dillon had a good win with
a two per cent buffer at the close
of play.

Their  results were very
consistent with scores of 59 per
cent and 60 per cent.

Second were Anne Birt and
Merilyn Reid and third were Bob
Lowry and Dieter Mucharsky.

The Rookie Championship was
also part of this event and was
taken out by Phoebe Tang and
Brian Poon.

Kevin Hughes officiated over
the event.

Club Novice and Rookie Pairs
overall results were:.

1 Tracey Dillon, Carolynne
Mucharsky 58.93 (session one),
60.46 (session two), (119.39 total),
0.76 green points.

2 Anne Birt, Merilyn Reid 58.33,
59.18 (117.52), 0.53.

3 Bob Lowry, Dieter Mucharsky
58.33, 48.98 (107.31), 0.38.
4 John Adams, Merran Adams
49.70, 56.89 (106.59), 0.25.
5 John Drew, Denyse Stephens
54.17,51.79 (105.95), 0.19.
6 Wendy Byrne, Spider Redgold
51.79, 52.30 (104.08), 0.15.
7 Caroline Nichols, Connie
Lewis 52.08, 51.28 (103.36), 0.13.
8 Philip Harper, Meryl Duke
44.64, 55.36 (100.00), 0.11.
9 Brian Poon, Phoebe TangR
42.26, 56.12 (98.38).
10 Carolyn Girdwood, Annette
ClarkeR 52.98, 45.15 (98.13).
11 Carolyn Harper, Roz Laws
50.00, 47.70 (97.70).
12 Michael Hall, Jude HallR
50.89, 41.33 (92.22).
13 Jenni Murray, Julie BarkerR
48.51, 43.37 (91.88).
14 Roz Harvey, Vickie BettsR
41.67, 46.68 (88.35).
15 Susan Ashley, Karen
Jamieson 49.11, 35.97 (85.08).
16 Ros Lunday, Margaret
HockleyR 36.61, 47.45 (84.06).
SOURCE:
Social media, 2 Apr 2026
Brisbane Water Bridge Club

AGM for little aths

Woy Woy Peninsula Little
Athletics will hold its annual
general meeting at 1lam
on Sunday, May 17, at its
McEvoy Oval clubhouse.

It will be followed by
presentations.

The club is looking to fill its

committee for the 2026-27 season.

Everyone, “new and old”, is

welcome to apply, with nominations
required for each position.

SOURCE:

Social media, 31 Mar 2026

Woy Woy Peninsula Little Athletics
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Tennis cancelled with forecast for rain

Social tennis was cancelled
at Woy Woy Tennis Club on
Saturday afternoon, April 4.

“The courts are pretty damp.
“The forecast is for increasing

showers.”

SOURCE:
Social media, 4 Apr 2026
Woy Woy Tennis Club

Charity bowls day moves to Everglades

Ettalong Bowling Club’s
monthly charity bowls day
will held at the Everglades
Country Club while
renovations are under way at
the Ettalong club.

The charity bowls day is held on
the third Sunday of each month,
with proceeds going to Central
Coast Kids In Need.

With the refurbishment of
the Springwood Ave club well
underway, a decision was made
to move the event to Everglades
Country Club while the work
proceeds.

“Approved by the Everglades
board, the monthly event will
continue to run at Everglades from
Sunday, April 19,” said Everglades
Men’s Bowls secretary Mr Grant
Ireland.

“The registration time has
moved to 9am for a 9:30am start.

“Everyone is welcome,
regardless of experience and
equipment and instruction can be
provided.

“The cost is $10 to play, which
may include a light lunch when
the marquee at Everglades is

available.

“All proceeds will go to the
charity.”

Mr Ireland said the Everglades
County Club would supply the
green space and waive playing
fees.

Everglades Men’s Bowls would
also be donating to the charity, he
said.

Entry sheets are available both
in the old bowls office at Everglades

and at the Ettalong Bowling Club.
With queries, contact Grant
Ireland, event organiser John
Orme or leave a message on
the Everglades Bowls Office
answering machine on 4341 1089.
Pictured are Grant Ireland and

John Orme.

SOURCE:
Media release, 2 Apr 2026
Grant Ireland, Everglades
Men’s Bowls

Bowling arm tournament held at Umina

The Umina Beach Men’s
Bowling Club held its Open
Graded Pairs Bowling Arm
Tournament on Saturday,
April 4.

Bowlers from across the Coast
competed in the event.

Despite the forecast rain, the
tournament was completed as
scheduled.

The event winners were: First
were a composite team of L
Johnston and W Brooks, 3W +42.

Second were another
composite team of D Lawrence

and A Capararo, 3W +40.

Third was an Everglades team
of G Clarke and K Hughes, 3W
+19.

Fourth was an Entrance team of
D Winton and P Hain, 2W +17.

A consolation prize went to the
Bateau Bay team of S Tonkin and
A Hemming.

Pictured with the winning team
was Mr Bruce Croft of the Ettalong
Bendigo Bank branch.

SOURCE:
Social media, 4 Apr 2026
Peter Springett, UBMBC
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Life savers recelve medals
for 15 years’ service

A total of 16 members of
Umina and Ocean Beach
Surf Life Saving Clubs have
received National Medals for
15 years’ service.

Umina surf club recipients were
Christine Bishop, David Bishop,
Richard Braddish, Simon Darwin,
Ashlee Dean, Carl Krucler, Karen
Murphy, Steven Murphy, Robert
Paterson, Brett Whyte, Gary
Wilson and Shelley Smith.

Ocean Beach surf club
members were Aaron Camp, Mary
Grimmond, Louise Lambeth and

Shane Oakes.

They were among 357 surf
lifesavers recognised with National
Medals in Surf Life Saving Australia
National Medal Batch 55 and 56.

The National Medal was
described as “a prestigious part
of the Australian honours system,
which celebrates individuals who
have shown sustained and diligent
service while protecting the
community during emergencies
and natural disasters”.

SOURCE:
Social media, 1 Apr 2026
Umina Surf Life Saving Club

Bridge played in three
guarter Howell movement

A total of 15 pairs signed
up for the Brisbane Water
Bridge Club Autumn Red
Point event, played in a three-
quarter Howell movement.

Sue McCall and Pam Joseph
took the honours with a comfortable
three per cent win.

Second were Judy Wulff and
David Adams, with Felicity Fane
and Elaine Hume third.

The winners received a
shopping voucher.

The club also provided a prize
for the best novice duo with less
than 50 MPs, which was won
by Fiona Galea and Maureen
Lockwood.

Results of Autumn Pairs played
on March 17 were:

1 Susan McCall, Pamela
Joseph 212.6 (65.62 per cent),
0.90 red points.

2 Judy Wulff, David Adams
201.4 (62.15), 0.63.

3 Felicity Fane, Elaine Hume
191.3 (59.03), 0.45.

4 Barry Foster, Sylvia Foster
176.6 (54.51), 0.30.

5 Christine Hadaway, Donelle
Foate 169.9 (52.43), 0.23.

6 Lynne Rainford, Hilary Owen
167.0 (51.54), 0.18.

7 Meg McGregor, Robyn Serra
164.0 (50.62), 0.15.

8 Qi Hasemore, Edith Marshall
162.0 (50.00).

9 Margaret Driscoll, Stephen
Calcroft 156.4 (48.26).

10 Gai Mylne, Helen White
150.8 (46.53).

11  Jim Routledge, Chris
Hasemore 150.0 (46.30).

12 Janice Donohoe, Philip
Harper 148.5 (45.83).

13 Joan Walsh, Deborah
Guthrie 142.0 (43.83).

14 Marilyn Jarrett, Jenny

Buckley 137.0 (42.28).
15 Maureen Lockwood, Fiona
Galea 113.0 (34.88).
SOURCE:
Social media, 18 Mar 2026
Brisbane Water Bridge Club

Final disabled surfing
event for season

The Central Coast Disabled
Surfers Association will hold
their final “Smiles on Dials”
event of the season at Umina
Beach on Saturday, April 11.

More than 200 volunteers
attended the March event.

Large numbers of volunteers
are needed to make this surfing
experience safe and enjoyable.

Interested volunteers should

register prior to the event at https://
bit.ly/11thApril2026  Volunteering
consists of helping participants in
and out of the water, and setting up
and cleaning up.

They do not need to know how
to surf although water skills are
highly valued.

SOURCE:
Social media, 23 mar 2026
Ocean Beach SLSC

Turn Around Triples held at Umina

Umina Beach Women’s
Bowling Club held its Turn
Around Triples event on
Monday, March 30, with
28 teams from around the
Central Coast and one from
The Hills.

Winners were the Everglades

team of Rita Farkash, Bev
McFarlane and Maureen Carlyle,
with three wins, 23 ends, and a
margin of 29.

Second was the Umina Team
of Lynne Gordon, Judy Brown and
Judith Moroney with three wins, 18
ends, and a margin of 17.

Third was the Ettalong Team of

Sheena Black, Rhonda Keenan

and Trisha Eckford with three wins,
16 ends, and a margin of 14.

Mystery prize winners were the

Ettalong Team of Suzanne Waliles,

Fran Scarera and Jennifer Rogers.

SOURCE:

Social media, 30 Mar 2026

Lesley Swales

Kai wins medals at State age champs

Woy Woy Swim Club member
Kai Evans has won three
medals and recorded a fourth
placing in the NSW Youth
State Age Championships in
Sydney recently.

He won silver medals in the
12 Years Boys 400m and 200m
freestyle events, and a bronze in
the 100m.

He was fourth
freestyle.

Two other club members were
first time youth state qualifiers.

The club also entered a 11-12
Years Girls freestyle relay team.

Coach Michelle Whyte said she
could not be happier, with the hard
work and training they had put in.

SOURCE:
Social media, 24 Mar 2026
Woy Woy Swim Club

in the 50m

Bowlers hold day for Family of League

A day has been held at
Ettalong Bowling Club to
raise funds for the Family of
League Foundation.

Despite the uncertain weather,
the rain held off and the bowlers
held a friendly game.

Many contributed to the funds
raised and volunteers prepared “a
delicious lunch and helped make

the day so memorable”.
SOURCE:
Social media, 24 Mar 2026
Ettalong Bowling Club
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