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Another of the big four banks 
in Umina will close its branch 
before Christmas this year, 
leaving just one major bank 
branch in Umina.

The Umina Westpac Bank 
Branch will close its doors on 
December 9, due to steadily 
declining numbers in over-the 
-counter transactions.

“Fewer customers are visiting 
our branches these days, as 
more and more people choose to 
use digital banking channels like 
mobile banking, internet banking 
and smart ATMs,” said Westpac 
Group spokesperson Ms Lucy 
Wilson.

“With over-the-counter 
transactions accounting for 
less than fi ve per cent of total 
transactions, we are closing the 
Umina branch and merging it with 
another Westpac branch at Woy 
Woy,” the spokesperson said.

Peninsula Chamber of 
Commerce president Mr Matthew 
Wales said the decision was 
corporate greed by one of the big 
four banks.

“I am sick and tired of the 
big banks’ attitude to local retail 
centres and this decision by 

Westpac reinforces my view that 
the big banks are out of touch with 
local communities,” Mr Wales said.

“The Westpac regional manager 
Mr Adam Wilson has confi rmed 
that the Umina branch will close 
in December, with all Peninsula 
banking operations being shifted to 
the Woy Woy branch in Blackwall 
Rd.

“Unfortunately, I fi nd it 
increasingly typical of the big 
banks that they seem to know best 
when it comes to customer service 
in main street shopping strips,” he 
said.

According to Mr Wales, 
Westpac made the decision to 
close their Umina branch following 
a review that found the branch 
lacked suffi cient customer support 
to justify keeping a shop front 
presence.

“It is my view that once again 
the big banks are putting profi ts 
ahead of local services as a way of 
adding to the billions of dollars they 
already rake in from customers.

“That’s all very good if you are 
a Westpac shareholder but the 
closure will leave Umina with one 
less bank, a vacant shop and the 
loss of a dozen jobs in the main 

street.
“The departure of Westpac 

will leave Umina with only the 
Commonwealth Bank and we 
now have grave concerns as to its 
future in the main street,” Mr Wales 
said.

Mr Wales also said this was not 
the fi rst time Westpac had let down 
customers in Umina, having closed 
the Umina St George Bank branch 
when they took over the company 
in 2008.

“When Westpac took over St 
George, it subsequently closed the 
Umina branch, stripping the main 
street of front line banking services 
and forcing St George customers 
to go to Woy Woy to do their 
banking.

“Westpac assured the local 
business community that they 
would maintain a presence in 
Umina.

“Now years later they are pulling 
the same stunt and forcing Umina 
customers to travel into Woy Woy 
to do their banking again.”

Ms Wilson said that Westpac’s 
decision to close the branch was 
not made lightly.

“The Westpac ATM at Umina 
will remain in place.

“In the meantime, we encourage 
customers to visit the branch to get 
a free demonstration from staff on 
how to use online banking and the 
ATM if they wish.

“Customers can also still access 
free face-to-face banking services 
at the Umina Australia Post offi ce 
including the depositing of cash 
or cheques, cash withdrawals and 
balance enquiries.”

Mr Wales said: “It is the height 
of arrogance to suggest that 
an automatic teller machine is 
suffi cient for local customers 
in what has become one of the 
busiest main street retail centres 
on the Central Coast.

“I can only hope that Westpac 
customers will shift their accounts 
to the Commonwealth Bank and 
keep local dollars in Umina,” Mr 
Wales concluded.

Westpac did not state whether 
or not Umina branch staff members 
would be redeployed or made 
redundant.

Ettalong resident Mr David 
White, who has been banking 
with Westpac Umina for over 20 
years, said the implications the 
branch closure would have on the 
Peninsula’s aged population were 

huge.
“It’s very inconvenient for me as 

a vehicle owner to have to make 
the drive to Woy Woy and deal with 
the traffi c in the area just to do my 
banking,” Mr White said.

“So how inconvenient will it be 
for pensioners who rely on public 
transport to get around or who 
can’t use technology to do their 
banking?

“I use a passbook.
“I don’t own a credit card so 

I’m reliant on over-the-counter 
transactions to do my banking.

“How many other people on the 
Peninsula are in this situation too?

“It seems like Westpac just 
doesn’t care about its Umina 
customers.

“The Umina Branch staff are 
very friendly and nice but the 
closure seems to be more about 
lining Westpac’s profi ts then 
customer service,” Mr White said.
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Another major bank 
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The Westpac branch in West St, Umina, and (inset) the notice in the window announcing the closure
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Following the collapse, 
which damaged two cars, 
broke the cross-arms of 
power polls along the street 
and pulled down power 
lines, the crane driver 
remained trapped for some 
time in the cabin.

Emergency Services, 
including Police from the 
Brisbane Water Local 
Area Command, NSW Fire 
Service and Ambulance 
crews worked with an 
emergency crew from 
Ausgrid to isolate the mains 
power in that section of the 
network so the crane driver 
could be released from the 
cabin safely.

According to Ausgrid, 
the power supply was 
interrupted to at least 600 
homes and businesses, 
but most affected had their 
power restored within 90 
minutes.

Around 50 homes and 
businesses were left without 
power overnight and an 
emergency Ausgrid crew 
continued working the 
following morning to restore 

their supply.
Ausgrid reported that, 

by 3:00pm on Tuesday, 
November 15, 10 homes 
and businesses remained 
without power, but were 
expected to be reconnected 
to the network by around 
4:00pm.

Kendall St remained 
closed to all traffi c on 
Tuesday, November 15, and 
police advised motorists to 
avoid the area.

SafeWork NSW 
confi rmed that it had sent 
an investigator to the site 
and would explore whether 
the accident was caused by 
any breach of work health 
and safety requirements.

SafeWork took charge 
of the site of the accident 
and were not able to move 
the crane away from the 
site until the morning of 
Wednesday, November 16.

Parts of the crane may 
need to be sent away 
for further testing and 
work would not be able 
to recommence on the 
construction site until 

SafeWork NSW determined 
that the construction 
company was compliant 
with all SafeWork 
requirements.

A statement from 
SafeWork NSW said: “Initial 
inquiries indicate that the 
40 tonne crawler crane 
tipped over while slewing, 
bringing down power lines 
and damaging two motor 
vehicles before coming to 
rest on the road.

“No workers were injured 
in the incident.

“SafeWork NSW has 
directed the principal 
contractor to stop work and 
arrange for the crane to be 
safely removed from the site 
so it can be tested by an 
independent engineer.

“SafeWork NSW’s 
investigation remains 
ongoing.”

The original development 
consent for the $17.1 
million, 48-unit residential 
fl at building at 18 to 20 
Kendall St was granted 
by Gosford Council in two 
parts in November 2014 and 

May 2015.
Two Section 96 

amendments were 
subsequently lodged and 
approved to add six units 
and then make amendments 
to the drive way, parking, 
utility spaces and the 
internal planning of various 
units.

A construction certifi cate 
was granted by private 
certifi er, City Plan Gosford 
Pty Ltd, for commencement 
of bulk earthworks, 
basement parking and 
demolition of existing 
structures on October 31, 
2016.
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Crane collapses at a 
major building site

An operator escaped without injury following a crane collapse at 
a major building site at 18 to 20 Kendall St, Gosford, on Monday,
 November 14.

The collapsed 40 tonne crawler crane at 18 to 20 Kendall St, Gosford

Mr Pat Aiken, Secretary 
of the Coastal Residents 
Association, said the 
consultation period for the 
community to respond 
to the draft SEPP, which 
closes on December 23, is 
too short.

Mr Aiken said the 
one community meeting 
scheduled for the Central 
Coast, at Erina on December 
9, is inadequate, given that 
the local region would be 
“one of the worst affected 
by sea level rise in the whole 
country”.

The NSW Department of 
Planning and Environment, 
in conjunction with the 
Offi ce of Environment and 
Heritage, is responsible for 
developing the new coastal 
management framework.

The new SEPP is 
intended to support the 
State Government’s new 
Coastal Management Act 
2016.

“The Coastal 
Management SEPP will 
integrate and improve 
current coastal-related 
SEPPs and ensure that 
future coastal development 
is appropriate and sensitive 
to our coastal environment, 
and that we maintain 
public access to beaches 
and foreshore areas,” said 
the NSW Department of 
Planning and Environment 
web pages on the draft 
SEPP.

“Once published, the 

Coastal Management SEPP 
will be the single land use 
planning policy for coastal 
development.

“The Coastal 
Management SEPP will also 
better equip councils and 
coastal communities to plan 
for, and effectively respond 
to, coastal challenges such 
as major storms, coastal 
erosion and climate change 
impacts.”

Central Coast Council 
already has a Local 
Environmental Plan (LEP) 
and Development Control 
Plans (DCP) that include 
coastal hazard maps 
and provisions, which 
means mapped areas will 
become part of a Coastal 
Vulnerability area.

Mr Aiken said the two 
zones that local land owners 
need to pay attention to 
when examining the draft 
SEPP are Coastal Wetlands 
and Coastal Vulnerability.

The Department of 
Planning website links 
to a mapping tool that 
demonstrates how different 
parts of the Coast would 
be classifi ed under the new 
SEPP.

“People have a short 
time to look at their own 
particular situation and 
make a formal submission,” 
Mr Aiken said.

Continued page 3

Consultation 
is insuffi cient 
for Coastal 

Management 
Plan

Waterfront landowners in the suburbs 
of Kincumber South, Yattalunga, 
Saratoga, Davistown, MacMasters 

Beach, Copacabana, Avoca, Terrigal, Wamberal 
and even parts of East and West Gosford have 
been encouraged to pay close attention to the 
NSW Government’s Draft Coastal Management 
State Environmental Planning Policy (SEPP).
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Another of the big four banks 
in Umina will close its branch 
before Christmas this year, 
leaving just one major bank 
branch in Umina.

The Umina Westpac Bank 
Branch will close its doors on 
December 9, due to steadily 
declining numbers in over-the 
-counter transactions.

“Fewer customers are visiting 
our branches these days, as 
more and more people choose to 
use digital banking channels like 
mobile banking, internet banking 
and smart ATMs,” said Westpac 
Group spokesperson Ms Lucy 
Wilson.

“With over-the-counter 
transactions accounting for 
less than fi ve per cent of total 
transactions, we are closing the 
Umina branch and merging it with 
another Westpac branch at Woy 
Woy,” the spokesperson said.

Peninsula Chamber of 
Commerce president Mr Matthew 
Wales said the decision was 
corporate greed by one of the big 
four banks.

“I am sick and tired of the 
big banks’ attitude to local retail 
centres and this decision by 

Westpac reinforces my view that 
the big banks are out of touch with 
local communities,” Mr Wales said.

“The Westpac regional manager 
Mr Adam Wilson has confi rmed 
that the Umina branch will close 
in December, with all Peninsula 
banking operations being shifted to 
the Woy Woy branch in Blackwall 
Rd.

“Unfortunately, I fi nd it 
increasingly typical of the big 
banks that they seem to know best 
when it comes to customer service 
in main street shopping strips,” he 
said.

According to Mr Wales, 
Westpac made the decision to 
close their Umina branch following 
a review that found the branch 
lacked suffi cient customer support 
to justify keeping a shop front 
presence.

“It is my view that once again 
the big banks are putting profi ts 
ahead of local services as a way of 
adding to the billions of dollars they 
already rake in from customers.

“That’s all very good if you are 
a Westpac shareholder but the 
closure will leave Umina with one 
less bank, a vacant shop and the 
loss of a dozen jobs in the main 

street.
“The departure of Westpac 

will leave Umina with only the 
Commonwealth Bank and we 
now have grave concerns as to its 
future in the main street,” Mr Wales 
said.

Mr Wales also said this was not 
the fi rst time Westpac had let down 
customers in Umina, having closed 
the Umina St George Bank branch 
when they took over the company 
in 2008.

“When Westpac took over St 
George, it subsequently closed the 
Umina branch, stripping the main 
street of front line banking services 
and forcing St George customers 
to go to Woy Woy to do their 
banking.

“Westpac assured the local 
business community that they 
would maintain a presence in 
Umina.

“Now years later they are pulling 
the same stunt and forcing Umina 
customers to travel into Woy Woy 
to do their banking again.”

Ms Wilson said that Westpac’s 
decision to close the branch was 
not made lightly.

“The Westpac ATM at Umina 
will remain in place.

“In the meantime, we encourage 
customers to visit the branch to get 
a free demonstration from staff on 
how to use online banking and the 
ATM if they wish.

“Customers can also still access 
free face-to-face banking services 
at the Umina Australia Post offi ce 
including the depositing of cash 
or cheques, cash withdrawals and 
balance enquiries.”

Mr Wales said: “It is the height 
of arrogance to suggest that 
an automatic teller machine is 
suffi cient for local customers 
in what has become one of the 
busiest main street retail centres 
on the Central Coast.

“I can only hope that Westpac 
customers will shift their accounts 
to the Commonwealth Bank and 
keep local dollars in Umina,” Mr 
Wales concluded.

Westpac did not state whether 
or not Umina branch staff members 
would be redeployed or made 
redundant.

Ettalong resident Mr David 
White, who has been banking 
with Westpac Umina for over 20 
years, said the implications the 
branch closure would have on the 
Peninsula’s aged population were 

huge.
“It’s very inconvenient for me as 

a vehicle owner to have to make 
the drive to Woy Woy and deal with 
the traffi c in the area just to do my 
banking,” Mr White said.

“So how inconvenient will it be 
for pensioners who rely on public 
transport to get around or who 
can’t use technology to do their 
banking?

“I use a passbook.
“I don’t own a credit card so 

I’m reliant on over-the-counter 
transactions to do my banking.

“How many other people on the 
Peninsula are in this situation too?

“It seems like Westpac just 
doesn’t care about its Umina 
customers.

“The Umina Branch staff are 
very friendly and nice but the 
closure seems to be more about 
lining Westpac’s profi ts then 
customer service,” Mr White said.
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The Westpac branch in West St, Umina, and (inset) the notice in the window announcing the closure

The Wyong 
c o m m u n i t y 
will get a bigger 

and better hospital 
as a result of the 
NSW Government’s 
proposed public-
private partnership, 
according to the NSW 
Minister for Health, 
Ms Jillian Skinner.

Ms Skinner told 
the Wyong Regional 
Chronicle that the NSW 
Government would 
still spend its promised 
$200 million on the 
redevelopment of Wyong 
Hospital.

“I would expect a 
private sector partner 
to add more money to 
the $200 million, but 
our commitment has not 
changed,” Ms Skinner 
said.

“Having a private 
partner means the 
community can get 
a lot more, including 
extra services, a bigger 
hospital, and more staff,” 
she said.

Ms Skinner said she 
expected a redeveloped 
Wyong Hospital to 
become a major maternity 
hospital if the private-
sector partnership went 
ahead.

The existing Wyong 
Hospital currently has 
limited birthing services.

Ms Skinner said it 
would take at least a 
year to work through the 
Expression of Interest 
and Tender processes 
necessary to fi nd a 
suitable private sector 
partner.

The Minister for 
Health would not name 

the organisations that had 
submitted expressions of 
interest, but confi rmed 
they had to have a proven 
track record of running 
hospitals in Australia to 
qualify.

“We got numerous 
known private hospital 
operators and nearly 
all of the not-for-profi t 
operators,” she said.

NSW Health will 
spend the next four to fi ve 
months working with the 
operators that submitted 
expressions of interest 
to give them a clearer 
understanding of the 
commitments that would 
be expected of them if 
they were to participate 
in the tender process.

“The tender 
specifi cations will 
include a clinical services 

plan for the district, and 
the operator would be 
obliged to meet those 
requirements, but they 
don’t have to stop there.

“There is no limit to 
what they can bid,” Ms 
Skinner said.

She said opening up 
the development and 
operation of the hospital 
to a competitive tender 
process meant two parties 
could out-bid each other 
by committing to the 
delivery of additional 
services.

“The Northern Beaches 
Hospital ended up with a 
Cardiac Catheterisation 
Lab that was not in the 
original tender plan,” she 
said.

Ms Skinner referred 
to the Northern Beaches 
Hospital, constructed 

by Healthescope, as the 
model for the public-
private-partnership being 
proposed at Wyong.

She said she urged 
people to take a drive 
past the new hospital 
on Sydney’s Northern 
Beaches.

“It is a beautiful 
hospital, much better than 
anything you would get 
out of public funding,” 
Ms Skinner said.

The Minister said 
she could assure public 
patients that they would 
be cared for exactly as 
if they were in a public 
hospital.

“The government will 
pay for public patient 
care,” she said.

“At the end of the 
contract (20 years in 
the case of the Northern 

Beaches Hospital), 
the partner will have 
the option to continue, 
but if they don’t, the 
hospital returns to public 
ownership,” she said.

Ms Skinner said 
that would be the case 
irrespective of the level 
of “value adding” the 
private operator had done 
on site.

The for-profi t 
and not-for-profi t 
operators that submitted 
expressions of interest 
will be required to meet 
minimum requirements 
for documentation, 
legal arrangement and 
fi nancials before they 
are allowed to tender, as 
the fi ne detail required in 
the tender process could 
cost any potential partner 
millions of dollars.

When asked if Health 
NSW would make the 
detail of the contract for 
the partnership available 
for public scrutiny, 
Ms Skinner said: “The 
public can already have 
a look at the details of 
the Northern Beaches 
Hospital arrangement and 
I can tell you that it will 
be saving tax payers $1.5 
billion over 20 years,” 
she said.

Ms Skinner argued 
that a partnership with 
the private sector would 
result in more jobs, not 
less, and that the contract 
could ensure conditions 
of employment, including 
superannuation, would be 
carried forward.

“When we announced 
we were seeking 
expressions of interest for 
a series of sites, we said 
we would not go ahead 
if it was of no benefi t to 
the community and the 
tax payer. and we have 
already walked away 
from one property,” she 
said.

Ms Skinner said 
claims that free public 
health care would not be 
available at a redeveloped 
Wyong Hospital, or 
that there would be no 
emergency department, 
were “rubbish led by the 
unions.

“I met with the unions 
and they told me that 
they had a philosophical 
problem with private 
sector involvement,” she 
said.

Interview,
Nov 17, 2016

Jillian Skinner, NSW 
Minister for Health

Jackie Pearson, journalist
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Public-private partnership 
will provide a better hospital

 From left: Jillian Skinner NSW Minister for Health with 
Premier Mr Mike Baird at the announcement of the Northern Beaches Hospital in 2014

Issue 145November 3, 2016 Your independent local newspaper     -     Ph: 4325 7369

FREE
FREE

Offi ce: 120c Erina Street, Gosford
Phone: 4325 7369  
Mail: PO Box 1056, Gosford 2250
E-mail: editorial@centralcoastnews.net
Website: www.centralcoastnews.net

READ & SHARE WWW.COASTCOMMUNITYNEWS.COM.AU

“The Government’s 
retrospective legislation on 
refugees is nothing more 
than creating a sub-class of 
human beings that no other 
respectable nation would be 
willing to sanction,” Father 
Bower said.

“Australia has a weak and 
frightened Prime Minister 
promoting legislation on 
refugees that portrays us 
a weak and frightened 
nation,” he said.

“We are better than that 
and we deserve better than 
this.

“We must not let One 
Nation set the agenda on 
refugees, or anything else 

for that matter.
“We must not allow 

them to drag the political 
landscape even further to 
the right.

“We must not allow the 
decent, compassionate soul 
of the Australian people to 
be destroyed.”

Fr Bower used facebook 
to send a message to 
Federal Leader of the 
Opposition, Mr Bill Shorten.

“You owe no allegiance 
to Kevin Rudd’s decision 
not to allow asylum seekers 
who arrive by boat to settle 
in Australia,” Fr Rod said in 
his post to Mr Shorten.

“You, above all people, 

know that this decision 
was made in an attempt 
to salvage some of the 
electoral furniture.

“You now have the 
opportunity and the 
electoral space to formulate 
and prosecute a more 
humane and sustainable 
refugee policy.

“Please do not waste this 
chance.

“Oppose this cruel and 
evil legislation.

“This retrospective 
law will cause the deaths 
of innocent, broken and 
desperate people.”

Fr Bower’s four facebook 
posts on the proposed 

legislation garnered over 
12,000 likes, almost 4,000 
shares and over 500 
comments in three days.

One comment read: 
“As an atheist, I feel a tad 
uncomfortable commenting 
on your page, but I wish 
all churches showed your 
humanity and humour; what 
a kinder and safer place the 
world would be.”

Another said: “Father 
Rod, you are a Christian in 
the way I understood Christ 
to be, a champion of the 
desperate, vulnerable and 
marginalised; if there were 
more like you, my faith 
might still be intact”.

Facebook,
Nov 2, 2016

Father Rod Bower, 
Anglican Diocese of Gosford

Jackie Pearson, journalist

Regressive refugee law is 
creating an apartheid 
situation in Australia

Father Rod Bower, the Arch Deacon of the Anglican Diocese of 
Gosford, has said the Commonwealth Government’s proposed 
life ban on asylum seekers and refugees is a regressive law that 

is creating an apartheid situation that must be condemned by every 
decent Australian.

The sign at the front of Christ Church Gosford

The new Council had 
attempted to set the 
bar at 100 submissions, 
but following public 
consultation, changed 
that requirement to 50 
objections.

The Council had further 
amended the new Public 
Submissions Policy to 
require two or more 
councillors to request 
DAs be considered at a 
public meeting instead 
of one councillor, as was 
the practice of the former 
Gosford Council.

The word “submissions” 
was replaced with 
“objections” in the rewritten 
policy so that it will only be 
the number of submissions 
opposing a DA that will 
count towards the new 
minimum thresholds.

These two late changes 
have not been the subject of 
further public consultation 
although a precedent was 
set earlier this year for an 
amended draft policy to 
be given a second public 
consultation period.

In July, the Central Coast 
Council placed an amended 
Draft Code of Meeting 
Practice on public exhibition 
for a further 42 days as a 
result of amendments made 
after the initial period of 
public consultation.

The Draft Code of 
Meeting Practice had 
initially been put on public 

exhibition following the May 
25 Council meeting.

Coast Community News 
asked Central Coast Council 
why it did not follow its own 
precedent and give the 
community an opportunity 
to comment on the latest 
amendments to its new 
Public Submissions Policy.

A statement issued by 
Council on October 27, in 
response to the questions 
said: “Council considered 
a draft of the Public 
Submissions Policy at its 
meeting of July 27.

“It was placed on public 
exhibition for a period of 28 
days (but not advertised in 
this newspaper), and public 
submissions were received.

“The policy adopted 
by Council on October 26 
reduced the threshold for 
referral of DAs to Council 
to better align with the 
community submissions.

“As a result of feedback 
[the number] was reduced 
from 100 to 50, so no need 
for further consultation.”

It appears there is no 
minimum standard for 
Councils to follow when 
consulting the community 
about the setting of policies, 
so technically, Council 
does not have to do any 
consultation with the public 
on such matters.

Continued P12

Council sets 
extremely 
high bar 
for DAs

Fifty objections will be the new minimum 
requirement for a development 
application to be automatically referred 

to a meeting of the Central Coast Council for 
determination.
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The State Government has 
abandoned the Rawson Rd 
level crossing replacement 
project.

Minister for Roads, Maritime 
and Freight, Mr Duncan Gay, 
announced the decision in answer 
a question from Mr Walt Secord in 
the Legislative Council on October 
20.

According to Mr Gay, the 
overpass project would now cost 
the NSW Government a total of 
between $80 million and $115 
million.

The NSW Government originally 
promised $30 million towards the 
replacement of the crossing in 
2011 as a major component of Mr 
Chris Holstein’s campaign to be 
elected as the Liberal Member for 
Gosford.

Since then, the cost of replacing 
the level crossing has been revised 
upward on several occasions.

The level crossing replacement 
project has been at a standstill 
since the completion of the 
pedestrian underpass in 2015.

At the opening of the new 
pedestrian underpass, I committed 

an extra $7 million towards the 
council’s proposed upgrade of the 
level crossing,” said Mr Gay.

“This increased the overall 
commitment of the New South 
Wales Government at this location 
to $52 million because a total of 
$45 million had been committed 
towards a pedestrian and road 
solution at the level crossing.

“Unsurprisingly, the cost 
estimate to achieve a solution 
at the level crossing increased 
from $52 million, which increased 
from the original $30 million, to 
be between $80 million and $115 
million.

“Following the cost estimate 
increase, I wrote to the council 
and advised that no further funding 
would be available for the proposal, 
which the council admitted it could 
not possibly afford itself.

“Taxpayers should not be forced 
to foot an even larger bill.”

Mr Gay said the Government 
had no responsibility for the roads 
involved.

“Woy Woy Rd and Rawson Rd 
are regional roads under the care 
and control of the Central Coast 

Council, previously the Gosford 
Council.

“In other words, they are not 
state owned or managed roads,” 
he said.

“Since 2011, the New South 
Wales Government has committed 
more than $36 million in grant 
funding to Gosford City Council for 
the upgrade and repair of council 
owned and managed roads.

“This is equal to a 27 per cent 
increase in the grant funding 
compared to what Labor spent in 
its last term of Government.

“The New South Wales 
Government also spent $178 
million upgrading the West 
Gosford interchange to address 
traffi c demand on the Central 
Coast Highway and Brisbane 
Water Drive.

“The latter is the key State road 
connection to the northern end of 
Woy Woy and this upgrade was 
open to traffi c in 2015,” Mr Gay 
said.

Hansard, 20 Oct 2016
Duncan Gay, Minister for 

Roads, Maritime and Freight
Reporter: Jackie Pearson

More on level crossing - Page 13

Government 
abandons level 

crossing project

The Rawson Rd Level Crossing at Woy Woy

The Pearl Beach Progress 
Association will be able 
to locate a defi brillator on 
the beachfront, following 
negotiations with the Central 
Coast Council. 

The association’s initial 
application had been rejected by 
the council.

The agreement came after an 
open letter from the association 
was published in the last edition of 
Peninsula News, 

The defi brillator will be located 
adjacent to the amenities block.

Council administrator Mr Ian 
Reynolds said Council staff and 
community representatives held a 
meeting on the morning of Friday, 
October 21, at the waterfront.

“I had signalled my intention to 
review the decision and staff met 
with representatives of Progress 
Association on Friday at Pearl 
Beach,” Mr Reynolds said.

“We have agreed on a suitable 
location for the defi brillator,” he 
said.

“Staff will liaise further with the 

community on installation details.
“Council’s initial view was 

centred around risk management 
and I think the meeting on Friday 
has satisfi ed staff that those issues 
can be managed.

Association president Mr Ross 
Christie said the meeting with 
Council representatives had been 
positive.

“We had a meeting on Friday 
morning and we got a letter of 
approval on Friday afternoon for a 
defi brillator on the beachfront,” Mr 
Christie said.

“Everybody is fi ne and happy 
and negotiations are continuing 
about the location of other safety 
equipment,” he said.

“Unfortunately we needed a 
public campaign to move things 
along a bit,” Mr Christie said in 
relation to the Central Coast 
Council’s initial refusal.

Interview, Oct 24, 2016
Ian Reynolds, Central Coast Council

Interview, Oct 24, 2016
Ross Christie, Pearl Beach 

Progress Association
Reporter: Jackie Pearson

Defi brillator 
permitted at 
Pearl Beach

From left, Jayden Gordon holidaying at Pearl Beach is 
taught about a rescue tube by Mr Dave Kennedy

Photo  Patrick Everett

Boutique Wyong 
Living Pty Ltd 
has gained 

Central Coast Council 
support for a proposal 
to rezone parts of 
the former Wyong 
Grove Public School 
site from R2 Low 
Density Residential to 
R3 Medium Density 
Residential.

Floor space ratio 
and building heights 
will also need to be 
amended in Wyong 
Local Environment 
Plan 2013 (WLEP), if 
NSW Planning gives 
consent for a gateway 
determination.

A portion of the former 
school site remains 
subject to a compulsory 
acquisition application 
that was lodged by the 
former Wyong Council 
and is expected to be 
concluded between 
November 2016 and 
January 2017.

At Council’s ordinary 
meeting on October 26, 
Council’s Administrator, 
Mr Ian Reynolds, agreed 
that the latest rezoning 
proposal should be sent 
to the NSW Department 
of Planning for a gateway 
determination.

Council will consult 
with landowners of 
surrounding properties to 
seek their support to be 
included in the revised 
planning proposal, as 
recommended by Council 
staff.

If the proposal is 
successful, properties 
from 1 to 5 Ingram St, 1 
to 17 Owen Ave and 1 to 
5 North Rd, Wyong, will 
be rezoned for medium 
density residential 

development.
The southern part of 

two lots at 1 North Rd will 
retain their low density 
residential zoning.

The site is known 
as the Wyong Grove 
Community and Cultural 
Hub and is the home of 
the Wyong Drama Group 
and Musical Theatre 
Company.

Wyong Grove Public 
School closed in June 
2013 and Wyong Council 
entered a two-year lease 
with the Department 
of Education and 
Communities (DEC) in 
May 2014.

However, DEC sold 
the site in October 2015, 
and in December, the 
former Wyong Council 
resolved to acquire the 
front portion of the 
former school to retain 
it as a community hub, 
and council is still 
awaiting the outcome 

of its application to 
compulsorily acquire the 
site.

A development 
a p p l i c a t i o n 
(DA/794/2016) was 
lodged with Council on 
24 June 2016, for the 
demolition of all the 
existing buildings on the 
site, but has not yet been 
determined.

The applicant lodged a 
request for a pre-Gateway 
review in respect of 
this planning proposal 
with the Department 
of Planning and 
Environment in August.

The pre-Gateway 
review is yet to be 
considered by the 
Department and the Joint 
Regional Planning Panel 
(JRPP).

A report from 
the Central Coast 
Council’s Department 
of Environment and 
Planning to the October 

26 ordinary meeting said: 
“It is recommended that 
the planning proposal be 
amended and progressed 
in the following manner: 
rezone the majority of 
the subject site and those 
sites east of Owen Ave 
and south of Ingram St, 
to R3 Medium Density 
Residential; apply a 
maximum height of 16m 
and maximum Floor 
Space Ratop of 2.0:1 to 
the rezoned areas; Retain 
the R2 Low Density 
Residential zone over the 
south-western portion of 
the site which is currently 
utilised as the Wyong 
Grove community and 
cultural hub and is 
subject of the compulsory 
acquisition proposal; and, 
apply a Land Reservation 
Acquisition layer to the 
southern portion of the 
site to facilitate purchase 
of this portion of the site 
by Council.

“The planning 
proposal has been 
informed by a series of 
preliminary technical 
studies/investigations and 
it is considered that there 
is currently adequate 
information to support a 
rezoning of the site for a 
higher density residential 
use.

“Further detailed 
works would be required 
to progress the planning 
proposal should a 
gateway determination be 
given.

“The proposal will 
provide for increased 
housing density and 
expand the housing 
choice within 800m of the 
Wyong Train Station and 
within walking distance 
of facilities and services 
of the town centre.

“WLEP only provides 
for limited areas 
of medium density 
residential land around 

Wyong Town Centre, and 
this land is considered a 
reasonable expansion of 
the land use.

“The indicative 
development concepts 
accompanying the 
planning proposal are 
very basic and will need 
to be further developed to 
address matters such as 
privacy, overshadowing 
and visual impact,” the 
report said.

“Council’s Community 
and Culture Unit has 
advised that the rezoning 
should only progress on 
the northern portion of the 
lot, being the part which 
is not impacted by the 
compulsory acquisition 
proceedings.

“ P r e l i m i n a r y 
consultation has 
been undertaken with 
the NSW Land and 
Housing Corporation 
(L&HC), which owns 
four properties directly 
abutting this site, and 
a further six properties 
situated nearby.

“NSW L&HC supports 
the expansion of the R3 
Medium Density zone 
(together with a 2:1 
FSR) to apply to their 
landholdings.

“Expanding the R3 
Medium Density zone 
(together with a 2:1 FSR) 
for land on the eastern 
side of Owen Ave, north 
of Ingram St and south 
of Cutler Dve is not 
recommended.

“It is considered 
preferable to restrict the 
proposed R3 zone to the 
area south of Ingram St.

Agenda item 3.4,
Oct 26, 2016

Central Coast Council 
ordinary meeting
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Comprehensive Wyong Grove rezoning
proposal to go to NSW Department of Planning

The subject site for the rezoning proposal is edged in red The portion of the site subject to the compulsory 
acquisition application is edged in yellow
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man responsible for 
uring Liberal Government 
ding for the Rawson Rd 
l crossing replacement 
ect, former Member for 
ford Mr Chris Holstein, 

called on the State 
ernment to justify 
ndoning the project.
r Holstein, now chair of the 
ral Coast Task Force, said 

Government needed to justify 
ning” the project just days 
Premier Mike Baird declared 

state had billions of dollars for 
structure.

am seeking to remind the 
W Government that when you 
e a commitment you honour 
d here is a fi ne example of a 
mitment that was made that 
ot going to be honoured,” Mr 
tein said.
e said the level crossing at 
h Woy Woy was “one of the 
 used level railway crossings 

SW”.
or 40 years politicians, council 
residents have talked of 

oving the road at Bulls Hill and 
oving the unsafe rail crossing,” 
aid.

There have been numerous 
s, due to incidents at the 
sing, accidents on Woy Woy 
or on Brisbane Water Dve 

traffi c has been diverted 
caused traffi c chaos on the 
nsula.”
ccording to Mr Holstein, the 

of building a fl yover was 
ored in the 1990s but the 
ept was rejected by politicians, 
cil and residents.

n 2011, based on Gosford 
ncil’s estimated costings, I 
ht funding from the incoming 
ral Government to address the 
e with an expanded underpass 
e base of Bulls Hill and was 
essful,” Mr Holstein said, 
ring to his campaign for the 
of Gosford in the 2011 NSW 
ion.
e said he had tried to get the 

acement of the crossing on the 
da during previous attempts 
un for parliament but only 
eeded in the 2011 campaign.
he level crossing replacement 

key to his 2011 election 
orm.

Mr Holstein has been criticised 
for grossly under-estimating the 
cost of the project from the outset 
as progress drew to a standstill 
during the past year.

Mr Holstein said State Members 
of Parliament were not responsible 
for the in-depth costing of major 
infrastructure projects.

“We were in Opposition and 
could not get any proper costings 
from Railways or the department 
and Council’s costings said very 
clearly they would need to be 
reviewed and investigated along 
with the scope of the project,” he 
said.

“There was a review of costings 
after the 2011 election and the 
scope of the project was reduced, 
and we decided we would look at it 
in stages,” he said.

“For the next fi ve years, studies 
were done, plans drawn, revised 
funding was approved and works 
commenced.”

The recent announcement by 
the Minister for Roads, Maritime 
and Freight, Mr Duncan Gay, 
that no further funding would be 
available for the project, begged 
more questions than it answered, 
Mr Holstein said.

“Is there still a need to improve 
the road and remove the rail 
crossing?

“Why, after fi ve years of 
investigation and studies, which 
saw commencement, is it only now 
that the project is not worth it?

“Why is the Peninsula Chamber 
of Commerce running the blame 
game rather than getting answers 
from the Government?

“Many more questions should 
be asked and answered but if 
the answer to the fi rst question is 
yes – that the improvements are 
needed and people’s safety is still 
a concern – then why doesn’t the 
Peninsula deserve it?” Mr Holstein 
asked.

“Over two decades, the railway 
crossing has caused several 
incidents and has been dangerous.

“Who from Council, our State 
Members or the Chamber of 
Commerce has been asking the 
Government for costings to justify 
its decision?

“Is somebody playing with the 
fi gures and saying the full cost of 
the closure of the railway line at 
any given time is the cost of that 
one project?”

Mr Holstein said he did not 
know why the project had been 
abandoned.

“I don’t know if it is because of 
infl ated costs, or that the seat of 
Gosford is held by a member in 
Opposition.”

Mr Holstein said the Member for 
Terrigal, Mr Adam Crouch, should 
also be asking questions of the 
Government.

“The majority of people, apart 
from Peninsula residents, that 

use that road are coming from th
electorate of Terrigal,” he said.

Mr Holstein said he believed th
Peninsula Chamber of Commerc
was also “throwing up a smok
screen” instead of working o
solutions.

“We have a State Member.
haven’t seen her. And then w
have a Chamber of Commerc
that wants to play a blame game

“Council should be askin
the government questions b
we haven’t got any electe
representatives to do that becaus
we are in administration.

“This issue has got to b
answered.

“It hasn’t been answered in m
mind, and the people who shou
be asking for answers are n
doing so.”

Mr Holstein said that the form
Member for Terrigal, Mr Chr
Harcher, had acknowledged 
2011 that the railway crossin
replacement would benefi t th
people of the Terrigal electorate.

In terms of whether funds p
aside by the NSW Government f
the abandoned rail crossing shou
be reallocated to other Peninsu
projects, as suggested by th
local Chamber of Commerc
Mr Holstein said: “I am sure th
projects Matthew Wales talk
about are worthy too, but why doe
he think the issue at the bottom 
Bulls Hill has gone away?”

Local Liberal Members 
Parliament were not answering M
Holstein’s questions last week.

Member for Terrigal Mr Ada
Crouch said that, because Rawso
Rd was not in his electorat
he would leave comment to th
Parliamentary Secretary for th
Central Coast, Mr Scot MacDonal

A statement from M
MacDonald’s offi ce said: “Th
Minister has answered thes
questions at length.

“We have nothing further 
add.”

Media release, 7 Nov 201
Interview, 8 Nov 201

Chris Holstein, Centr
Coast Task Forc
Email, 8 Nov 201

Debra Wales, Offi ce 
Adam Crouc

Email, 8 Nov 201
Chris Sullivan, Offi ce 

Scot MacDona
Reporter: Jackie Pearso

Holstein questions level 
crossing decision

A northbound train approaches the level crossing at Woy Woy
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Local Labor MPs who 
addressed the rally said 
the turnout demonstrated 
widespread public 
concern about the NSW 
Government’s decision to 
invite private operators to 
upgrade and run Wyong 
Hospital.

“The Wyong rally is 
just the start, with a series 
of events planned for 
regional locations where a 
public-private partnership 
model will be considered 
for hospital upgrades 
and construction,” said 
Shadow Minister for 
the Central Coast and 
Member for Wyong, Mr 

David Harris.
Central Coast Labor 

MPs slammed the 
NSW Health Minister, 
Ms Jillian Skinner, for 
failing to consult with the 
community.

“Throughout two 
elections, we did not 
hear a word from the 
Government about this 
plan,” Mr Harris said.

“They have failed to 
treat our area with any 
respect or give us any say 
in decisions around our 
hospital.

“I hope the 
Government is paying 
attention to the reaction 

of our community.
“This is not their 

hospital to sell,” he said.
Federal Member 

for Dobell, Ms Emma 
McBride joined the 
debate.

“Having worked at 
Wyong Hospital for the 
past 10 years, I know 
how dedicated our health 
workers are and the strain 
they work under caring 
for us,” Ms McBride said.

“They don’t deserve 
this.

“It is unacceptable 
that local health workers 
have been put in a 
position where they have 

no certainty about their 
future.

“There are areas 
within the health system 
where the public-private 
partnership model is 
known to be inadequate.

“How do we know 
this will not put more 
pressure on nearby public 
hospitals?

“We have no 
information from the 
Government about how 
they plan to address these 
risks.”

Member for the 
Entrance, Mr David 
Mehan said: “I am sure 
many more people will 
show their opposition to 
this Government and their 
unbridled attachment to 
privatisation.

“My NSW Labor 
colleagues and I will 
stand with the community 
every step of the way 
against the privatisation 
of Wyong Hospital,” Mr 
Mehan said.

Federal Labor Senator, 
Deborah O’Neill, said 
the NSW Government’s 
own documents proved 
their privatisation model 
would be used for further 
hospital construction and 
upgrades.

“The Government’s 
P u b l i c - P r i v a t e 
Partnership approach, 
which will place Wyong 
Hospital in private hands, 
will potentially be used 
for other hospitals on the 
Central Coast and also 
affect all residents in 

NSW,” Sen O’Neill said.
“The Baird 

Government’s own 
documents confi rm: ‘If 
other projects are assessed 
as being able to deliver 
… using this approach, 
then partnerships will be 
looked into’,” she said.

“The public health 
system is not for sale.

“The community 
rightly believes that 
our health system is not 
something a government 
can make a profi t from.”

Joint media release, Oct 19, 
2016

Heather Robison, offi ce of 
Emma McBride

Media release, Oct 19, 2016
Scott Coomber, offi ce of 

Deborah O’Neill
Jackie Pearson, journalist

Rally attracts over 
1,000 people

Well over 1,000 people attended the Wyong Hospital privatisation 
community rally at Morrie Breen Oval on Sunday, October 
17.

The Coast Community News 
and Christmas Lights in the 
Gardens would like to offer fi ve 
readers the chance to win a 
family pass to attend the Coast’s 
own Christmas Lights event.

Christmas Lights in the Garden 
will run nightly from December 9 
to 13 from 6pm to 9:30pm.

Each night at 8pm the movie 
Christmas with the Kranks will be 
shown.

Photos with Santa will be 
available from 6pm and children 
will have the opportunity to meet 
Elsa from Frozen and other fun 
characters plus there will be 

jumping castles, food vendors, 
carols and more.

For your chance to win one 

of the fi ve family passes, write 
your name, address and daytime 
phone number on the back of an 
envelope and mail it to Peninsula 
News Christmas Lights in the 
Gardens Competition, PO Box 
1056, Gosford, NSW, 2250.

Entries close 5pm December 
6.

The winners of the Peninsula 
News Hunter Gardens Christmas 
Lights Spectacular were Nea 
Roberts of Saratoga and 
Suzanne Bethune of Killcare 
Heights.

The Central Coast has its very own themed, interactive Christmas Lights Display in the 
Mount Penang Gardens and it is getting bigger and better every year.

Only 3.1mm of rain has 
fallen on the Peninsula in the 
last fortnight, according to 
fi gures provided by Mr Jim 
Morrison of Woy Woy.

The rain which was recorded in 
the 24 hours to 9am on Thursday, 
November 24, was the fi rst fall 
since November 11.

The total for the month now 
stands 46.5mm, which is 62.5mm 
or 57.3 per cent below the monthly 
average of 109mm.

No signifi cant rain has been 
forecast for the rest of the month.

The cumulative total for the 
year stands at 1424.8mm, which 
is 20.2 per cent above the average 
cumulative fi gure for the end of 
November of 1185mm.

It is 11.4 per cent above the 
average annual rainfall of 1279mm

Spreadsheet, 25 Nov 2016
Jim Morrison, Woy Woy

Peninsula records 
3.1mm rain in two weeks
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Gosford City Farmers’ Market will feature a wide range of fresh vegetables,
fruits, primary produce including gourmet jams and preserves, olive oil
products, pestos, macadamia nuts and fresh home made products. The
market will include other food related items as well as high quality “food-
to-eat” vendors. Flowers, plants and trees will also be available for sale. 
Additionally the market will also feature hand-made products other than

food such as artists, designers and other quality artifacts.

The market will operate each Sunday from
8.00am till 1.00pm Rain, Hail or Shine.

VENUE: The Entertainment Grounds

(Gosford Racecourse)

WHEN: Every Sunday 

TIME: 8.00am till 1.00pm

Rain, Hail or Shine

N
O

 D
O

G
S

FACEBOOK
www.facebook.com/

Gosfordcityfarmersmarket

SUNDAY - 8.00am till 1.00pm

Gosford City Farmers’ Market
Gosford Racecourse,
4 Racecourse Rd, Gosford West

Enquiries:
finefoodmarket@bigpond.com

Mob: 0427 630 144

Feast your eyes over these producers:
Garden Fresh, Vegitali Pty Ltd, La Tartine,
Over the Moon Milk, Egganic, Soda Bread

Bakery, Lincoln Red Beef, The Banana
Bread Man, Hawkesbury Fresh Produce,
Delightfully Fresh Organics, Tar 10, Bills

Organic Bakery, Pattie Moi Designs, Little
Creek Cheeses, Pokolbin Olives, Maxima
Coffee, Wotton Valley Beef, Wattle Creek

Preserves, Jacques Kitchen, Larry’s Free
Range Eggs, Peats Rigde Produce, The
Apple Man, Meltic Beef plus many others.

The NSW Opposition is 
calling on the Government to 
clarify what the future is for 
the Woy Woy rail underpass 
project.

In late October, the Baird 
Government scuttled the Woy Woy 
rail underpass project, due to cost 
blowouts.

The decision came after stage 
one of the project, a pedestrian 
underpass under the Rawson Rd 
level crossing, was fi nished at a 
cost of $16 million.

NSW Roads Minister Mr Duncan 
Gay was criticised by the Labor 
Opposition in the NSW Legislative 
Council after he scuttled the project 
without any detailed explanation of 
why or what the government now 
intends to do in the area.

Shadow Minister for the Central 
Coast, Mr David Harris, and 
Shadow Minster for Transport, 
Ms Jodi McKay visited the level 
crossing on Tuesday, November 
22.

They condemned the 
Government’s poor decision-
making and for abandoning the 
project.

They also demanded the 

Minister come clean about why 
the project’s cost had increased so 
signifi cantly, and when the decision 
had been made to abandon the 

work.
“The Peninsula is too often 

put in the too hard basket of 
infrastructure projects,” said Mr 

Harris.
“This is a Government that is 

spending billions on infrastructure 
in Sydney,” he said.

“Despite massive blowouts 
in cost, these projects continue, 
so why should the Peninsula be 
treated any differently?

“We simply can’t abandon fi xing 
this problem, and we want to work 
with the Government to address 
the issue.

“All they have done is scuttle 
the project and walk away.”

Ms McKay called the current 
state of play “a complete debacle”.

“It shows the Government cares 
little for fi xing problems outside 
Sydney.

“Tens of millions of tax payer 
dollars have been wasted and 
now the Government simply walks 
away without any explanation of 
how this happened and what it now 
intends to do about the situation,” 
Ms McKay said.

“The decision to walk away from 
this project shows the complete 
disregard the Government has for 
the Coast.

“This is mismanagement of the 
highest order.”

Media release, 22 Nov 2016
David Harris, Shadow Minister 

for the Central Coast

Opposition calls for clarity on 
underpass future

NSW Shadow Minister for the Central Coast Mr David Harris with Shadow 
Minister for Transport Ms Jodi McKay at the Rawson Rd level crossing

Photo: Noel Fisher
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CHOOSE THE LOCAL EXPERTS AT
18/482 Pacifi c Highway, Wyoming. Ph : 02 4324 8800

www.premiershades.com.au 

Latest technology 
NOW AVAILABLE!!!

Motorize your new roller blinds for $175. 
Control them from your mobile phone.#

Call now for a free in home 
measure and quote. 

# Some conditions apply. See website for details. 

Renovating?  Need New Blinds, Awnings or Shutters?

Roads and Maritime Services 
has advised motorists that a 
reduced wet weather speed 
limit will come into effect 
from Tuesday, December 6, 
on a section of Woy Woy Rd 
between Kariong and Woy 
Woy Bay.

After a recent speed safety 
review, a dual speed limit of 60 
km/h during wet weather and 80 
km/h at other times will be installed 
on a 3.3 kilometre section of Woy 
Woy Rd between the Scout Camp 
fi re trail and 1.19 kilometres north 
of Woy Woy Bay Rd to reduce 

the number and severity of wet 
weather crashes.

In the fi ve years to December 
last year, there were 69 crashes 
along this section of Woy Woy Rd, 
including one fatal crash and 38 
injury crashes, according to the 
government agency.

Almost 80 per cent of crashes 
along this section of the road 
involved a wet road surface.

Electronic message signs will 
be in place on Woy Woy Rd to 
advise motorists of the changes 
and will remain for at least a week 
after the new speed limit signs 

have been installed.
The review assessed a 

number of factors along the road 
including the road geometry, traffi c 
characteristics and crash data.

Motorists are reminded to 
observe the new speed limit and 
are advised to drive to conditions.

Members of the community can 
sign up at the Safer Roads NSW 
website to receive updates about 
changes to permanent speed limits 
in their nominated area and have 
their say on speed limits.

Media Release, 18 Nov 2016
Media unit, NSW Roads 

and Maritime Services

Wet weather 
speed limit for 
Woy Woy Rd

A Woy Woy supermarket has 
confi rmed that it will close 
next month.

However, Melbourne-based 
Ritchies Supa IGA have not 
disclosed their reasons for closing 
the store.

Store employees confi rmed 
they have been told the Deepwater 
Plaza supermarket will close on 
December 11.

They could not confi rm how 
many employees would lose their 
positions when the supermarket 
closed and were not authorised to 
answer any more questions.

IGA took over the retail space 
when it was vacated by Franklins.

Ritchies head offi ce informed 
Peninsula News that the company’s 
chief executive offi cer, Mr Fred 
Harrison, was its only authorised 

media spokesperson and was not 
available for comment.

Peninsula Chamber of 
Commerce president Mr 
Matthew Wales said the closure 
announcement was “deeply 
concerning” for the Woy Woy town 
centre.

“We obviously do not believe 
reduced supermarket competition 
is good for Woy Woy,” Mr Wales 
said.

“The loss of such a major 
tenant will also be a big issue for 
Deepwater Plaza as there are not 
a lot of major players in that market 
sector who could fi ll such a big 
retail space,” he said.

“I would like to know Ritchies’ 
reasons for closing the store but I 
would imagine it has something to 
do with stiff competition from both 

Woolworths and Coles.”
Mr Wales said he believed 

parking and congested access 
around Deepwater Plaza may 
have also contributed to Ritchies 
re-examining their commitment to 
Woy Woy.

“This once again reinforces the 
need for a review of the Woy Woy 
Town Centre in conjunction with 
the Central Coast Council,” he 
said.

The revitalised Umina Town 
Centre, which now has Coles, 
Woolworths and Aldi stores, may 
also be a factor in the demise of 
the Ritchies supermarket in Woy 
Woy, according to Mr Wales.

Interview, 23 Nov 2016
Matthew Wales, Peninsula 

Chamber of Commerce
Reporter: Jackie Pearson

Woy Woy supermarket
to close

Extensions to a Woy Woy 
hotel have been delayed 
as major obstacles were 
discovered during the 
groundwork stage. 

Work on the Bayview Hotel were 
slowed when workers encountered 
historic underground water tanks.

“We discovered some pretty 
crazy underground water tanks 
that were apparently used for 
the steam trains,” said Mr Jordan 
Harris, group general manager at 
Harris and Narvo Hotels.

“The footings were fi lling up as 
the tides came in and out,” he said.

Mr Harris said he expected the 
new bar and beer garden would 
be opened in December, with 
work on the rooftop and internal 
refurbishments to be completed 
early in the New Year.

Mr Harris said: “We are hoping 
to attract a completely new range 
of customers while still keeping our 
old regulars content.

“We have had the pub for over a 
decade now,” he said.

Interview, 14 Nov 2016
Jordan Harris, Harris 

and Narvo Hotels
Reporter: Jasmine Gearie

Historic 
water tanks 
discovered 
at hotel site

Woy Woy hotel extensions
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THE GRAND PAVILION

Breakfast timings : 7 am to 11 am
Lunch timings : 11 am to 2 pm

e: contactthegrandpavilion@gmail.com, www.thegrandpavilion.com.au

IN TERRIGAL

kf t ti i 7 t
Book Your Table Now ( 02 ) 43858892, ( 02 ) 43851673

Lamb & Beef
Combo

SEAFOOD COMBO

MUM’s
PLATTER

Indian
Style
Fish & Chips

Non veg & 
Veg THALI

Chicken / 
Lamb & Beef 
Wrap

Lavish Combo of 
INDO-AUSSIE BIG BREKKIE

THALI Wr

Member for Robertson Ms 
Lucy Wicks has spoken in 
Federal Parliament about the 
need for better mobile phone 
coverage in the area.

Ms Wicks said improving mobile 
coverage in the Federal electorate 
of Robertson was a vital issue.

“In the months leading up to 
the recent federal election, I heard 
from hundreds of local residents 
from our region who told me why a 
lack of mobile coverage in certain 
areas is such a critical issue,” Ms 
Wicks said.

“Together, we have been 
working and fi ghting hard to see 
this issue addressed through our 
$220 million Mobile Black Spot 
Program,” she said.

During the July Federal election 
campaign, the Government made a 
commitment to improve  coverage 
in Killcare among other locations.

Ms Wicks said the community 
had “struggled for many years 
with poor or, in some cases, non-
existent mobile coverage.

“For communities like Killcare, 
their limited mobile coverage 
means that down on the beach 
and at the Killcare Surf Life Saving 
Club, for instance, there is little to 
no mobile coverage.

“That is something that club 

representatives and volunteer 
lifesavers have indicated to me and 
expressed their concern about.

“I visited them on the weekend 
[Saturday, November 19] for a 
community forum and spoke with 
a number of residents about their 
challenges and frustrations.

“Community feedback is 
important to delivering the best 
possible outcome, including for 
instance locations where the 
mobile tower could possibly be 
replaced and where some of the 
worst blackspots are.

“Sam from Fraser Rd in Killcare 

told me that his home does not 
have mobile coverage and that, as 
a small-business owner, he has to 
rely entirely on his landline.

“Colin, who lives on the same 
street, has a similar story.

“Nearby neighbours Jean and 
Peter have no mobile coverage in 
their home.

“After the severe storms in April 
last year, their family were left with 
no power or phone connection for 
at least four weeks.

“Cut off from mobile networks, 
it was nearly impossible to 
contact family, friends, insurance 

companies and contractors for 
repairs.

“Not only is this a safety 
issue, of course, but it prevents 
families from keeping up-to-date 
with smartphone technology and 
innovative technologies.

“Michael, a resident of a nearby 
street in Killcare… is unable to 
access mobile coverage from his 
house.

“He also wanted to register his 
frustration at our community forum.

“Frances, Quentin and Caroline 
all shared very similar issues, 
telling me that in some parts of 

Patricia Place at Killcare coverage 
is so poor that not even emergency 
SOS calls can be made and this to 
an area that would be considered 
to be fairly urban on the Central 
Coast.

“Thanks to the advocacy of the 
Wagstaffe to Killcare Community 
Association, we know that this is 
a long-running experience that 
has, in some ways, united the 
community in their frustration.

“Ian Bull, the secretary of the 
association, has been in regular 
contact with me on this issue.

“This week, I was able to share 
these stories and many more 
with the Minister for Regional 
Communications to highlight 
the urgency of this situation and 
to ensure that we deliver the 
best possible outcome for these 
communities as soon as possible.

“We know that this is going to 
take a little bit of time because 
mobile network operators are 
an integral part of the process 
to ensure that the best solutions 
are found for this region but 
this government has heard this 
message. 

“We will work to deliver on our 
commitment to the residents of 
Killcare.”

Submission, 22 Nov 2016
Tim Sowden, Offi ce of Lucy Wicks

Wicks speaks of need
for mobile coverage 

Federal Member for Robertson Ms Lucy Wicks (standing) with community members at the Killcare forum
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All Green Environmental Solutions
The Central Coast’s Leading Solar Installer

Best Brands, Lowest Prices, Comprehensive warranties and after sales 
service. We supply and install Solar electricity and battery storage 

systems. Commercial lighting with huge rebates available on 
commercial through the NSW ESS scheme. 

Solar hot water installations with electric or gas boosters.

www.allgreenenvironmentalsolutions.com.au

Don't let the others from out of town 
fool you into paying more by

• Using misleading advertising.
• Leaving products and metering out of their quote.
• Telling you the rebate is ending!
• Your quote will expire!!

No companies from interstate, no hidden charges, no scare tactics, just the best deals around.

Russell Berry
P: 4328 2997 - M: 0431 112 426

Scott Ford
P: 4340 4689 - M: 0432 431 241

Rebecca Haak
P: 4329 5689 - M: 0434 972 089

Call us today for an easy obligation free quote and see what our local staff can do for you.

Broken Bay and Brisbane 
Water commercial fi sherman 
and other members of the 
public have until December 
9 to make submissions to 
a new inquiry into the NSW 
Government’s proposed 
fi shing industry restructure.

NSW Shadow Minister for 
Primary Industries, Mr Mick 
Veitch, said he welcomed the 
announcement of the inquiry.

Two public hearings will be held 
on December 12 and 14.

The committee will table an 
interim or fi nal report by February 
28.

The inquiry’s terms of reference 
include the social and economic 
impacts of the restructure, the 
scientifi c underpinnings of the 
changes, as well as the economic 
modelling used by the Government.

The inquiry announcement 
came in the same week that Labor 
MPs received a petition of more 
than 10,000 signatures calling on 
the NSW Government to rethink 
its restructure of the State’s 

commercial fi shing sector.
The petition will be debated in 

Parliament early next year.
“I have been calling for an inquiry 

for months now and I welcome the 
opportunity for the community to 
make submissions and have their 
say on the future of this important 
industry,” Mr Veitch said.

“This is a good chance for fi shers 
and other concerned stakeholders 
to highlight what they see as the 
problems of the restructure,” he 
said.

“The committee will investigate 
the rollout of the restructure, the 
assumptions and modelling used, 
as well as the social and economic 
impacts of the restructure.”

The NSW Opposition is also 
calling on the Government to 
respect parliamentary processes 
and extend the December 3 
deadline by which fi shers are 
required to hand over unused 
shares as part of the proposed 
restructure.

Media release, 18 Nov 2016
Mick Veitch, Shadow Minister 

for Primary Industries

Inquiry into 
fi shing industry 

welcomed

The Peninsula will be left 
exposed to bushfi res at the 
peak of summer due to the 
loss of the National Parks 
regional manager for the 
Hunter Central Coast, Mr 
Geoff Luscombe, according 
to the Public Service 
Association.

His departure, scheduled for 
December 16 unless he decides to 
leave earlier, is due to a restructure 
of National Park operations by 
the Offi ce of Environment and 
Heritage.

The number of National Park 
regions across NSW was reduced 
from 14 down to eight.

All Regional Managers, critical 
in fi re management and hazard-
reduction burns, were required 

to apply for their positions in the 
shake-up.

A large number were 
unsuccessful which will see up to 
300 years of expertise walk out of 
NSW National Parks by Christmas, 
according to the association’s 
general secretary, Mr Stewart 
Little.

Mr Luscombe was one of those 
casualties.

“This decision to remove 
dedicated, highly experienced 
staff from the organisation without 
transition arrangements in place at 
the start of the fi re season is nothing 
short of grossly irresponsible,” said 
Mr Little.

“The Government’s assault on 
this workforce is nothing less than 
a direct attack on public safety with 
bush fi refi ghting plans either never 

being approved or hastily signed 
off with insuffi cient care due to staff 
shortages.

“National Parks’ staff are front-
line fi re fi ghters all over the state 
protecting lives, private property, 
forestry, homes, pastures - the lot.

“They stand shoulder to 
shoulder with Fire and Rescue and 
the Rural Fire Service.

“As well as fi re-fi ghting skills, 
the departing managers take 
with them a wealth of knowledge 
regarding the operations of the 
State’s national parks.

“These skills are learned on 
the ground, not in a classroom, 
so it will take years to replace the 
knowledge we are about to lose,” 
said Mr Little.

Media release, 21 Nov 2016
Ali Donaldson, Public 

Service Association

Peninsula left 
exposed to 
bushfi res, 

union claims
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Authorised by Senator Deborah O’Neill, 4 Ilya Avenue, Erina 2250

When the Liberals 
win, you lose.

Lucy Wicks 
has FAILED 
the Coast

Only Labor will fight for the Central Coast.

Revitalise Gosford CBD
To the utter dismay of residents, Ms Wicks put  
the ATO on prime public land on the waterfront  
and not in the CBD where it is needed.

F3-M2 Link
Construction started mid-2015: a full year late.  
That’s another year of traffic congestion from  
the Central Coast to Sydney.

Investing in skills
The Abbott-Turnbull Government continues to 
attack our higher education system with plans  
for $100,000 degrees.

 $3m to upgrade local roads
It has been 1169 days, and more than 16 reported 
accidents, since the promise to fix the Langford  
Dr-Woy Woy Rd intersection.

$7m Kibbleplex
Gosford was promised a facility with a university 
presence, a library and teleworking hub. It was  
sold to a developer.

Promise to help  
businesses employ
Unemployment on the Coast is 5.9% and youth 
unemployment has rocketed to 15.8%. Another 
Liberal lie.

“ Unfortunately, the truth is that this litany of broken promises by the member for Robertson is not a surprise; it is a signature of the Abbott-Turnbull government.”

 Senate Hansard, 9 November 2016
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Specialising in:
FAMILY LAW
• Divorces   • De facto
• Children's Issues • Property
• Binding Financial Agreements

WILLS & ESTATES
• Probate, Wills & Disputes
• Power of Attorney
• Enduring Guardianship

CONVEYANCING
• Purchase & Sale of Property
• Refi nancing Mortgages
• Purchase & Sale of Business
• Leasing  • Retirement Villages

COURT APPEARANCES
• Criminal Law  • AVO Matters
• Traffi c Matters  • Drink Driving

Email: lemery@lindaemery.com.au 
Web: www.lindaemery.com.auGround Floor, Suite 6, 22 Watt St Gosford

4323 4766
So much more than just law…

Linda Emery
Lawyer

Since 1983

Hospital &
Home Visits

By Appointment

Peak and Shoulder 
Electricity

17 cents per kw hour

WHY PAY MORE
Ring Steve

0406 122 892

Green Planet 
Electricity

The construction in Woy Woy 
of modern and affordable 
studio apartments owned 
by a community housing 
provider is well under way.

Pacifi c Link Housing chief 
executive offi cer Mr Keith Gavin 
said the Chambers Place boarding 
house would provide affordable 
housing options for Coast residents 
at risk of homelessness due to the 
NSW rental market blowout.

The development, also known 
as the Woy Woy Studio Apartment 
project, aims to provide modern 
and affordable studio apartments 
for low income earners, the 
disabled and the elderly, he said.

Mr Gavin said the project was 
a landmark initiative for the Coast 
with the whole design tailored 
to meeting the need for smaller 
more affordable housing on the 
Peninsula.

“In the past, housing supply 
has consistently been shaped by 
the Australian dream of owning 
or living in a family home but this 
is no longer appropriate at a time 
when the growth of single person 
households outstrips all others in 
the general population, and unit 
living is preferred by many.

“The Woy Woy Studio 
Apartments project addresses 
these new realities: that more and 
more people are in real housing 
stress; that single people need 
housing for single people, not 
family homes; and that there’s a 
very urgent need for new housing 
options to meet the needs of 
ordinary people now in danger of 
displacement,” Mr Gavin said.

The development was originally 
approved for construction by 
Gosford Council in 2011 and 
hailed as a “game changer” for the 
precinct.

One of the people behind 
the original application, Mr Phil 
Nossiter, said at the time that the 
development would help to revive 
Woy Woy.

“The intention is to offer a nice 
place to live within the CBD,” Mr 
Nossiter said.

The original development 
proposed a cafe on the ground 
fl oor but this has been altered to 
commercial space.

The property was purchased 

by Pacifi c Link in 2013-14 with the 
development approval in place. 

Council has passed a number of 
Section 96 applications to amend 
the original approval to comply 
with the State Government’s 
affordable housing planning policy 
and to provide 10 units approved 
for disabled living.

Pacifi c Link received State 
Government funding for the social 
housing element of the project.

Mr Gavin said: “Not only singles, 
but whole groups of people are 
now suffering rental stress across 
the Central Coast where rental 
rises have effectively reduced the 
availability of affordable properties 
to near zero for people on low to 
moderate incomes.

“Single people on benefi ts 
including the disabled and, 
sadly, a growing number of aged 
pensioners, are now amongst 
those most at risk.

“So are large groups of working 
people on low incomes, including 
minimum wage earner workers in 
child and aged-care, retail workers, 

hospitality workers and people who 
have only part time work.

“With waiting times for all forms 
of social housing on the Central 
Coast now out beyond 10 years, 
many people, and single people in 
particular, may never have a home.

“The Woy Woy Studio 
Apartments project addresses 
these needs and for the fi rst time 
in our region, redefi nes the way 
affordable housing is delivered,” 
Mr Gavin continued.

The development will provide 
30 modern, fully self-contained 
studio apartments to community 
members in need of affordable 
housing and will also contain an 
additional manager’s apartment, 
offi ce, common areas, a retail or 
commercial space on the ground 
level, a landscaped second-fl oor 
terrace and off-street parking for 
10 vehicles.

Of the apartments, 10 have 
been designed for use as disability 
housing.

According to Mr Gavin, Pacifi c 
Link will also continue to manage 

the apartments along with Evolve 
Housing and a network of service 
partners to provide additional 
medical, social and disability 
support to tenants if and when 
required.

Mr Gavin also said the on-going 
management of the project would 
include a live-in manager on site 
and a policy of zero tolerance 
towards any form of anti-social 
or illegal behaviour with swift 
evictions and police intervention, if 
required.

Potential tenants are expected 
to include working people and 
people on benefi ts including 
minimum or low wage workers, part 
time workers, aged pensioners, 
people with disabilities and others 
of good character in need of 
assisted housing.

Mr Gavin said as the project 
was designed to provide high 
quality, affordable, long term 
housing no short term stays would 
be permitted on the site, with all 
leases being long leases with 
applicants needing to provide 
evidence of good character before 
being considered for tenancy.

Mr Gavin said the term “boarding 
house” was outdated and that the 
negative connotations associated 
with the term did not refl ect the 
quality or community benefi t of this 
project.

“While the development is 
approved under a planning 
legislation that continues to use 
the term boarding house, this 
development is in fact a brand new 
studio apartment project of the 
same quality as any commercial 
project.

“The term boarding house 
continues to remain in legislative 
use only because it hasn’t been 
replaced in an Act fi rst framed 
many years ago and subsequently 
amended many times.

“Even the State Government 
has moved away from the inherent 
negative connotations contained in 
this descriptor by adding the words 
‘new generation’ to make ‘new 
generation boarding houses.’

“The continued use of the 
term is unfortunate in that it 
fails to recognise the very real 
improvements in housing design 
and management that now defi ne 
the modern era, or the stable and 

responsible management provided 
by community housing providers 
like Pacifi c Link and Evolve 
Housing.

“It goes beyond the highest 
standards of commercial 
residential developments by 
including 10 disability suites, seven 
days a week, 24 hours a day live-in 
management, and providing for the 
long-term support of all tenants by 
both joint venture partners.

“This is a modern, progressive, 
and important project that redefi nes 
standards of quality around the 
design, construction and long-term 
management of affordable housing 
for the future,” Mr Gavin said.

The building will stand three 
storeys high with Roads and 
Maritime Services assessments 
indicating that the development 
would not have any signifi cant 
impact on traffi c management in 
the area with most movement to 
and from the sight predicted to be 
pedestrian traffi c.

“The project has received the 
positive support of all levels of 
government and is recognised as 
a leadership model for the future 
provision of affordable housing 
working to address the needs of 
those in rental stress in urban 
centres.

“It’s a very important project 
that recognises the rapid growth of 
single person households and the 
need to provide appropriate and 
affordable housing for this group.

“In doing so, it brings the 
provision of affordable housing into 
line with existing trends in private 
sector supply.

“It also illustrates the essential 
role now played by regional not-for-
profi ts in the long-term provision 
and ongoing management of 
future community housing projects 
for the greater public good,” Mr 
Gavin added.

Construction at the site has 
begun with the building’s concrete 
structure fi xed and awaiting 
architectural development.

The development is being 
constructed by local builders and 
contractors and is expected to be 
completed by mid-2017.

Media statement and 
Interview, 21 Nov 2016

Keith Gavin, Pacifi c Link 
Housing Gosford

Reporter: Dilon Luke

Community housing provider starts
affordable studio apartments project

The Woy Woy Studio Apartments project is expected to be completed by April
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Remembrance Day ceremony at the Empire Bay Village Cenotaph

An inaugural Remembrance 
Day Ceremony was held 
at the Empire Bay Village 
Cenotaph on November 11.

In attendance were Member 
for Terrigal Mr Adam Crouch and 
Mr Craig Hillman, representing 
Federal Member for Robertson Ms 
Lucy Wicks,.

The Ode to the Fallen was 
recited by students from Empire 
Bay Public School and the fl ag 
ceremony was conducted by 
students from Coast Christian 
School.

One minute’s silence was 
observed at 11am and wreathes 
were laid to remember those 
Australians who never returned 

from confl icts since the First World 
War.

The ceremony was conducted 
by Lt Col Ralph Johnson of the 
Salvation Army and the master 
of ceremonies was Mr Tony 
Thorrington.

Media release, 15 Nov 2016
Geoff Melville, Empire Bay 

Progress Association

Inaugural Remembrance 
Day ceremony

Grandparents Raising 
Grandchildren and other 
Rotary projects will be the 
recipients of funds raised 
from Christmas tree sales 
this year.

The Rotary Club of Woy Woy 
will be selling Christmas trees at 
the Woy Woy railway car park.

The sales will take place on 
the weekends of Saturday and 
Sunday, December 3 and 4, and 
10 and 11.

Trees will be on sale each day 
from 7am until sold out.

Media release, 24 Nov 2016
Joan Redmond, Woy 

Woy Rotary Club

Rotary projects 
benefi t from 
tree sales

A construction certifi cate 
has been lodged with Central 
Coast Council enabling the 
commencement of work on 
a residential fl at building in 
Blackwall.

The construction certifi cate 
for the three-unit development 
in Gallipoli Ave was lodged on 
November 17.

The estimated cost of the 
project is $483,000.

The development was approved 
by Central Coast Council is June.

The building will include three 
residential units, two single storey 
and one two storey, with lock up 
garages and courtyards.

One unit will have three 
bedrooms and the other two will 
have two bedrooms.

Website, 24 Nov 2016
Central Coast Council DA 

tracker, DA49360/2016

Construction 
certifi cate issued
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Computer Guy
That

4320 6148

WE FIX WE FIX 
COMPUTERS!COMPUTERS!

rh.com.au/woywoy

Meet Shane Johnson, your local  
agent at Raine&Horne Woy Woy. #fantasticcentralcoast

Let’s get social – share and hashtag

0416 808 524  | 

Shane is a well-known community figure, who approaches each of his clients with 
enthusiasm and dedication, and he’s looking forward to doing the same for you.

> Strong background in sales, marketing and finance 
> Activates dynamic and fresh ideas 
> Sharp negotiation skills  
> Lending and investment knowledge 
> Strong working knowledge of the Peninsula

Call Shane in the Woy Woy Office  
D: 02 43414288  
M: 0416 808 524
E: shane.johnson@woywoy.rh.com.au

The Central Coast Joint 
Regional Planning Panel will 
be charged with assessing a 
development application for 
a new $24.5 million 120-bed 
residential aged care facility 
in Umina.

The development application 
for the three-storey building was 
lodged with Central Coast Council 
in October by Peninsula Village 
Ltd to be located at 85 Pozieres 
Ave, Umina.

The gross fl oor area of the 
new building will be 7500 square 
metres and will take the form of an 
extension to the existing Peninsula 
Village aged care facility.

The original development 
consent for an aged care facility in 
Pozieres Ave was granted in the 
1970s according to a statement of 
environmental effects submitted 
with the application.

Consent was given for 
subsequent alterations and 
additions in 2008, 2012 and 2013.

In May 2014, Peninsula Village 
Ltd provided Gosford Council with 
a Village Master Plan consisting 
of a new high care facility, a 
hospice, medical centre, self-care 
apartments, child care and villas.

At that time, Council raised 
issues about the proposal’s non-
compliance with fl oor space ratio 
and height, which “substantially 
exceeded” the requirements of the 
Gosford Local Environmental Plan 
2014, according to the statement 
of environmental effects.

In August 2015, a pre-
lodgement meeting was 

held to discuss a two-staged 
development within the Peninsula 
Village precinct.

Recent acquisitions of lots 
adjoining the existing Village 
has meant the site has formed 
a residential aged care facility 
precinct that is roughly the size of 
a suburban block.

“In this case the site is bordered 
by Lone Pine Ave to the north, 
Bapaume Ave to the west and an 
unnamed lane to the south.”

According to the statement: 
“The overall view of Council 
expressed at this initial meeting 
was extremely positive…
acknowledging the social and 
economic benefi ts the proposed 
development would bring to the 
Local Government Area and 
indicating that the proposal would 
provide a much better design 
outcome for the site”.

Accordingly, a pre-lodgement 
meeting was held in March and a 
scaled-back proposal for a three-
storey building attached to the Don 
Leggett building via a suspended 
walkway was discussed.

“The succession of pre-
DA meeting demonstrates the 
willingness of Peninsula Village 
and the relevant consultants to 
co-operate with Council to provide 
a proposal that could be assessed 
under the relevant planning 
controls to assist in streamlining 
the assessment process.

“Peninsula Village currently 
provides residential care with 347 
bedrooms throughout the site.

“The proposed building offers 
three distinct levels of service 
including aged care, palliative care 
and self-care and also provides 
care for people with dementia.

“Peninsula Village has 283 
fully accredited aged care beds 
covered by Commonwealth 
funding plus 31 beds allocated for 
future development.”

According to the statement, the 
three-storey residential aged care 
facility would provide a ground 
fl oor with a new dementia unit and 
an additional 39 single bedrooms 
with en suites, living and dining 
areas, kitchen, service rooms, 

main entry and administration.
The fi rst fl oor would include 

42 bedrooms with en suites to 
cater for aging in place care and 
a server, dining, sitting areas with 
adjoining balconies, reception, 
kitchen service and therapy 
rooms.

The second fl oor would include 
39 aging in place bedrooms to 
provide a service that is focused 

on residents’ care requirements, 
similar to the fi rst fl oor but with a 
hydro bath, physiotherapy room 
and hairdressing room.

“The additional accommodation 
will allow the facility to manage 
the growing demand of dementia 
care in specialised units.

“Peninsula Village obtained 
approval from the Commonwealth 
Government for an additional 

31 beds in 2013 and with the 
reallocation of Jack Aldous house 
will have enough approved and 
funded beds as approved by the 
Commonwealth.

“All beds will be aging in place 
which enables the facility to 
provide all levels of care.

“The proposal would allow 
the extension of a seniors living 
accommodation that is in high 
demand due to the ageing 
demographics of the area.

“The proposal would continue 
to cater for the community needs 
on a site that has already been 
established for such a facility.

“From a social perspective, 
the height and scale of the 
development is acceptable as 
the building will allow additional 
residential aged care beds in an 
area that has a high demand of 
aging in care accommodation 
without impacting on the 
surrounding low density residential 
development.

“The Peninsula area includes 
a high percentage of over-60 
year old cohort that entails an 
extremely high demand for aging 
in care accommodation.

“The limited availability of 
land on the Woy Woy Peninsula 
necessitates that existing facilities 
of this type maximise the amount 
of land that is available.

“The proposed residential 
aged care facility extension 
promotes ecologically, socially 
and economically sustainable 
development.

“Appropriate studies have 
been undertaken to assess 
the environmental, social and 
economic impacts which indicate 
the proposed extension of the 
facility within the locale.

“The proposal with provide best 
practice in the design of a facility,” 
the statement of environmental 
effect said.

The application is currently on 
exhibition and submissions will 
be accepted by Central Coast 
Council until December 9.

Website, 24 Nov 2016
Central Coast Council DA 

Tracker, DA50925/2016

Regional planning panel 
to assess village extension

An artist's impression of the new Peninsula Village residential aged care 
development

Aerial view of the Peninsula Village residential aged care precinct and surrounds
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A new development 
application has been lodged 
with the Central Coast 
Council for self-care seniors 
housing in Rawson Rd, Woy 
Woy.

The $500,000 proposal is 
for a fi ve-unit development and 
demolition of existing structures at 
19 Rawson Rd.

“The proposal is permissible on 
the land due to its R2 residential 
zoning pursuant to both State 
Environmental Planning Policy 
(Housing for Seniors of People 
with a Disability) 2004 and the … 
Gosford LEP 2014,” a statement 
of environmental effects submitted 
with the application said.

“In addition the development 
complies with all design, access, 
location and support service 
requirements of the SEPP Seniors 
Living as well as the specifi c 
development standards pertaining 
to self-care housing,” the statement 
said.

The site has an area of 1223 
square metres and is located on 
the southern side of Rawson Rd.

It is relatively fl at and contains a 
single dwelling house and ancillary 
structures and has direct vehicle 
access to Rawson Rd, according 
to the statement.

“The surrounding residential 
development is characterised by 
an eclectic blend of one and two 
storey dwelling-houses, ranging 
from modest, post-war design to 
dwelling houses of a contemporary 
appearance and medium density 
development to the north.”

It claimed the location was close 
to public transport, recreational 
reserves, retail facilities, medical 
centres and sporting grounds.

“It is considered that the 
proposal is located in a suitable 
location for the proposed seniors 
living development,” the statement 
said.

The application is for the erection 
of fi ve self-care seniors housing 
units, each with two bedrooms, 
bathroom, living room, dining and 
kitchen, a single car space and 
a small garden or private open 
space area with timber fencing 
around the perimeter.

“Each dwelling would have 
suffi cient areas within the curtilage 
of their properties to include 
moveable garbage bins to be 
presented to either Rawson Rd for 
kerbside collection.

“The site would include 
vehicular access via a driveway 
from Rawson Rd… landscaping 
and rainwater tanks for water re-
use.

“The development is to be 
designed in a residential style with 
a range of fi nishes and materials 
including face brick walls, and 
colourbond roofs to match the 
existing residential development 
within the residential zone.

“Detailed landscape plans have 
been prepared by Knight Mapleton 
and forms part of the plans 
submitted for the development 
application.

“The proposal would not result 
in any adverse environmental, 
amenity, social or economic 
impacts to the site and surrounding 

area.
“The proposal would allow 

the erection of a seniors living 
accommodation that is in high 
demand due to the ageing 
demographics of the area.

“The use of the land would 
not adversely impact on the 
surrounding properties and would 

allow the existing environment to 
be adequately protected whilst 
allowing suitable and appropriate 
development to proceed.

“Careful consideration has been 
given in the design of the senior 
living development to ensure that 
the amenity of the surrounding 
residents will not be compromised 
and that the works provide a 
high standard of development 
that would be compatible with 
the existing and likely future built 
environment.”

The proposed development 
would require the removal of trees 
located within the centre and rear 
of the allotment.

“The proposal is consistent with 
the seniors living precinct that has 
been established in the residential 
zone and is commensurate with 
the character of the area.

“Given the proposal meets 
the objectives of the applicable 
planning instruments and the 
overarching strategic goals for the 
Central Coast Local Government 
Area, it is considered that the 
proposal is suitable for the site.”

Website, 23 Nov 2016
Central Coast Council DA 

tracker, DA51060/2016

Self-care seniors housing proposed

The view of the site from Rawson Rd

The Pearl Beach Aboriginal 
History group has scheduled 
fi ve evenings of fi lm and 
question-and-answer 
sessions to discuss their 
booklet called The Garigal 
Clan of Pearl Beach and 
Patonga.

The booklet addresses the early 
Aboriginal history of Pearl Beach.

To provide broader context and 
explanation, each session will 
roughly equate to different sections 
of the booklet.

The fi lm evenings will be held 
from 7pm on Fridays in December 
and January in the community hall.

A coin donation will be required 
for entry to cover costs.

They will be held on December 
30, First Footprints parts 1 and 2; 
January 6, First Footprints parts 3 
and 4; January 13, First Australians; 
January 20, Pemulwuy; and on 
January 27, Lousy Little Sixpence.

Email, 5 Nov 2016
Van Davy, Pearl Beach

Aboriginal history evenings 
at Pearl Beach
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Cubs and Scouts outside Taronga Zoo

Broken Bay Scout Group 
Cubs and their families 
visited Taronga Zoo on 
Sunday, November 6.

The visit coincided with Cub 
Scouts Out and About theme, as 
well as 100 years of Cubs and 100 
Years of Taronga Zoo.

Once at the zoo everyone 
briefl y went their separate ways, 
encountering many other Cub 

Scout Groups from Sydney’s 
surrounding area.

The weather was perfect 
with blue skies, green water 
and the cityscape backdrop a 
photographer’s dream.

The group re-joined in an area 
with views over Sydney Harbour 
for a special “Going Up” ceremony 
held to mark three Cub Scouts 
joining the Scout troop.

They then watched the free fl ight 
bird show which featured trained 
birds including doves, chickens, 
a wedge tailed eagle, a condor, 
galahs, black cockatoos, and owls 
– many fl ying right overhead. 

This was followed by a seal 
show.

Email, 11 Nov 2016
Ailsa Davies, Broken 

Bay Scout Group

Cubs visit Taronga Zoo

Work is due to start on 
the construction of a two-
storey multi-dwelling 
housing development on 
The Esplanade, Ettalong, 
following the lodgement of a 
construction certifi cate.

The site 864 square metre 

site is located in The Esplanade, 
Ettalong.

The development site is 
surrounded by medium density 
housing and a blend of one and 
two-storey dwellings.

Consent was given for the 
demolition of the existing house on 
the lot and the erection of a multi-

dwelling housing development in 
August.

The proposal was for three 
townhouses with living areas 
orientated to water views.

The fi rst unit will have four 
bedrooms and a double garage; 
the second will have three 
bedrooms and a double garage; 
and the third three bedrooms and 
a single garage.

Rear garages will be built to 
adjoin an unnamed laneway.

The cost of work was estimated 
to be $900,000.

A Central Coast Council 
assessment of the development 
concluded: “It is considered that 
the proposed development will 
complement the locality and meet 
the desired future character of the 
area”.

Website, 24 Nov 2016
Central Coast Council DA 

tracker, DA49404/2016

Work to start on housing 
development

The infrastructure projects 
for the Peninsula are not 
mentioned within the next 
two years for a project plan 
by Central Coast Council to 
implement the Central Coast 
Regional Plan.

Work on establishing northern 
and southern growth corridors 
will be the main planning priorities 
of the Central Coast Council for 
the next two years, as well as a 
housing policy.

The Southern Growth Corridor 
takes in Somersby as the “regional 
gateway”, West Gosford, Gosford 
City and Erina.

The Peninsula is not part of the 
growth corridor.

“This project requires Council 
undertaking the necessary 
planning to establish these 
corridors as key locations for 
economic development, residential 
growth and investment in health, 

education, research, knowledge-
based industries, professional 
services, sport and leisure, 
agribusiness, food manufacturing, 
high tech manufacturing and clean 
technologies,” according to a 
report prepared by council staff.

Actions that the Council will be 
required to oversee during the next 
two years include precinct planning 
for Somersby Business Park, Mt 
Penang and Kariong, a renewal 
plan for the Gosford City centre, 
and supporting revitalisation of 
East Gosford and Erina.

The report, considered by 
Council administrator Mr Ian 
Reynolds at a meeting on 
November 23, recommended 
that Council prepare a project 
plan for the delivery of projects 
identifi ed as immediate priorities 
in the Central Coast Regional Plan 
Implementation Plan.

Central Coast Council 
agenda 2.6, 23 Nov 2016

No plans for 
Peninsula 

infrastructure 
within two years

A development application 
has been lodged for a new 
“pop-up cafe and takeaway” 
business in Ettalong.

The site is a 1061 square metre 
block in a commercial area of 
Ettalong on the northern side of 
Ocean View Rd.

The property is adjoined by the 
ambulance station to the west and 
the Ettalong Beach Tourist Resort 
and Cinema to the east.

A two storey fl at building and a 
detached garage currently occupy 
the site but they are located 
towards the rear of the land.

The development application 

proposes a detached pop up cafe 
and takeaway to be constructed at 
the front of the site/

“The proposed development is 
to be constructed with a timber-
framed structure on a timber fl oor 
with selected colourbond roofi ng 
and fascia to complement the 
existing resort,” according to a 
statement of environmental effects 
submitted with the development 
application.

The applicant estimated the 
cost of the project to be $10,000.

Website, 23 Nov 2016
Central Coast Council DA 

Tracker, DA51112/2016

Application 
for 

‘pop-up’ 
cafe
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The Central Coast Council 
has applied to the NSW Offi ce 
of Local Government for an 
extended deadline to audit 
the former Gosford Council’s 
accounts for the period July 
1, 2015 to May 12, 2016.

As part of the amalgamation 
process Council was directed by 
the NSW Government to put out a 
tender for one audit fi rm to look at 
the fi nances of both Gosford and 
Wyong Councils.

Price Waterhouse Coopers 
were awarded the tender and 
started work in June.

The NSW Government required 
both sets of books to be audited by 
December.

The former Wyong Council 
fi nances were presented to Council 
on Wednesday, November 23 
highlighting a $26.7 million surplus 
for the 2015-16 fi nancial year.

Council Administrator Mr Ian 
Reynold said that while the report 
highlighted a healthy surplus it 
needed to be kept in perspective 
in light of the cut-off date for the 
merger. 

“The fi nancial year for the 
former Wyong Council was cut 
off on May 12 so it effectively 
means 12 months of revenue were 
matched with 10 and a half months 
of expenses,” Mr Reynolds said.

“That should not take away 
though from the great work Wyong 
Council did to get their fi nances in 
order to be able to deliver valuable 
services to residents,” he said.

The former Council had 
reported a small surplus for the 
2014-15 fi nancial year.

Mr Reynolds said Price 
Waterhouse Coopers was 
familiar with Wyong Council’s 

books because they had been 
the council’s previous external 
accountant.

“They were not familiar with the 
structure at Gosford Council so 
they had to ask lots of questions 
and staff have been answering 
those questions,” Mr Reynolds 
said.

He said Council was in the 
process of writing to the NSW Offi ce 
of Local Government to request an 
extension on the deadline for the 
audit of the Gosford accounts and 
that he had already spoken to the 
Offi ce of Local Government about 
the need for more time.

Mr Reynolds said Gosford 
Council was a “new world” for 
Price Waterhouse Coopers and 
the auditors needed “time to really 
understand the different systems”.

Those differing systems and 
structures included information 
technology and ledger structures.

Mr Naven said he expected the 
audit to be complete by February 
or March.

He confi rmed the accounts 
of both former councils were 
governed by the same Local 
Government Code of Accounting 
Practice and Financial Reporting.

It was too early for anyone to 
be making suggestions about the 
outcome of the Gosford Council 
audit, he said.

“The auditors are doing their 
assessment testing now and the 
same process will happen as has 
happened with the Wyong Council 
accounts.”

Interviews, 23 Nov 2016
Ian Reynolds, Central Coast Council

Stephen Naven, Central 
Coast Council

Reporter: Jackie Pearson

Extension sought 
for Gosford Council 

audit

A fi nal “delivery report” 
mentioning Gosford Council 
achievements on the 
Peninsula for the period 
January to May has been 
tabled in a Central Coast 
Council meeting.

The report highlights the former 
Council’s achievement in being 
part of the redevelopment of the 
Woy Woy Oval.

“Council welcomed news that 
the Australian Government is set 
to provide $304,000 in funding 
towards upgrade works at McEvoy 
Oval in Umina,” the report said.

“Council had previously 
allocated $220,000 to the project, 
and secured an additional $220,000 
from the NSW Government for the 
works.

“A major component of the 
project will be the construction 
of a new amenities building, 
which includes improved storage 
facilities, canteen, club room and 
toilets.”

Another achievement outlined 
in the report was the Deadly Young 
Aboriginal surf program at Umina 
Beach held in January.

“The free program included 
beach safety and three learn-to-
surf workshops for local Aboriginal 
children aged between eight and 
16 years,” the report said.

“Twenty one participants took 
part in this event, which also 
included a sausage sizzle from 
council’s Youth Engagement 
Strategy team.”

In terms of environmental 
achievements, the Woy Woy tip 
rated a mention.

“Council previously operated a 
temporary resource recovery and 
waste transfer facility at Woy Woy 
landfi ll,” the report said.

“This was assessed as a 
possible work health and safety 
risk to both council staff and 

customers.
“As such, council resolved to 

construct a new $2.4 million waste 
transfer facility at the Woy Woy 
landfi ll site.

“Incoming products include 
general hard rubbish such as 
green waste, cardboard, scrap 
metal and hazardous metals such 
as batteries, motor oils and tyres.

“The new permanent facility 
was commissioned on April 18.”

The management of the 
Peninsula Leisure Centre also 
met its objectives according to the 
report.

Its key business performance 
measure was to achieve direct 
expense recovery of 80 per cent 
while providing low cost services 
and programs to the community.

The centre’s customer service 
satisfaction target was 75 per cent 
of users satisfi ed with the level of 
service and quality of the facilities.

The centre achieved 78.5 per 
cent cost recovery and 75 per cent 
user satisfaction, the report said.

According to the report, the new 
Central Coast Council Operational 
Plan for 2016-2017 was prepared 
as a composite of the existing 
operational plans of the former 
councils.

“As such [it] is considered an 
interim plan to guide the new 
council through the fi rst year of the 
transition.

“The requirement in the Act 
for all councils to have a delivery 
program and community strategic 
plan will be fulfi lled by the Delivery 
Programs and Community 
Strategic Plans of the former 
councils until a new program and 
plan is prepared by the incoming 
Council after its fi rst election.

“Early in 2017, Central 
Coast Council will commence 
community engagement to inform 
the development of the new 

Community Strategic Plan and 
Resourcing Strategy, as well as 
the 2018-2021 Delivery Program.

“The new Community Strategic 
Plan, Resourcing Strategy, Delivery 
Program and Operational Plan will 
be completed and adopted by the 
newly elected Council no later than 
July 1, 2018.”

The report was tabled at 
the Wednesday, November 23 
ordinary meeting of the Central 
Coast Council and outlined the 
former Gosford Council’s progress 
against the objectives outlined in 
the four year Delivery Program 
2013/14 to 2016/17 and the 
Community Strategic Plan 2025.

“While there have been no 
specifi c instructions from the NSW 
State Government regarding the 
need to complete a Progress 
Report for the former Councils, this 
fi nal report is deemed necessary 
in order to close-off on a number 
of actions that did not fl ow into 
the new Operational Plan, having 
been completed, cancelled or 
superseded,” the report said.

“Central Coast Council 
considers that from a governance 
perspective, and in order to 
ensure transparent and accurate 
reporting to the community, this 
fi nal Progress Report is essential.

“It should be noted that a high 
number of actions have been 
deferred due to the amalgamation 
of the former Wyong and Gosford 
Councils on May 12.”

Central Coast Council 
agenda 4.3, 23 Nov 2016

Final Gosford 
Council report 

mentions Peninsula
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Come along to see the themed interactive 
lights display on the Central Coast.

Christmas Lights  
in the Gardens 

9-13 December 2016  6pm-9.30pm

PRESENTS

Supported by

$25 PER FAMILY (2 adults and up to 3 children aged 16 or less). $10 per adult.  
$5 for additional children. Children 3 and under are free. 

Buy your tickets on trybooking.com (Christmas Lights in the Gardens)  
or at the gate: Parklands Rd, Mt Penang Parklands, Kariong. 

Follow us on Facebook for updates: Facebook/Mt-Penang-Gardens-Event-Park

•  Outdoor movie at 8pm ‘Christmas  
With The Kranks’ featuring Tim Allen

•  Take your photo with Santa from  
6pm nightly

•  Meet Elsa from Frozen and other  
fun characters

•  Support the Ronald McDonald 
Family Room with a scavenger hunt 
and BBQ

•  Plus jumping castles, food vendors, 
carols and more!

WITH 
 SPECIAL  

GUEST

Santa
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Other Regional News - In brief
Peninsula News focuses on news 
specifi cally relating to post code 
areas 2256 and 2257.
Given the advent of the new 
Central Coast Council, following 
is a summary of the fi rst 9 news 
articles published in the most 

recent edition of each of our 
sister Central Coast publications.
The full articles and more, 
as well as all previously 
published editions, can be 
seen on line on our website 
www.peninsulanews.info and 

on  www.centralcoastnews.net
Copies of these other 
publications may be obtained 
from our offi ces in Gosford, by 
subscription, or from a myriad of 
locations in the areas covered 
by each publication.

Public-private partnership
will provide a better hospital

Council workers make bullying 
claims

Post code areas make top 
10 for wrong reason

Concerns raised over 
consultation quality in 
Wyong Hospital plan

Warnervale town centre 
is still a long way off

Attempted assault of a
woman at Buff Point

Fishing industry inquiry open 
for submissions

Proposed Toukley service
station not welcomed

Man arrested after lighting 
a fi re in scrubland

The Wyong community will get 
a bigger and better hospital as a 
result of the NSW Government’s 
proposed publicprivate partnership, 
according to the NSW Minister for 
Health, Ms Jillian Skinner.

Three former Wyong Council 
employees have written to the 
Member for Wyong, Mr David Harris, 
claiming they are being bullied to 
leave their jobs at the new Central 
Coast Council.

Three northern Central 
Coast post codes are in the 
Telecommunications Industry 
Ombudsman’s (TIO) top 10 areas 
for complaints across Australia in 
2016.

Opposition is galvanising across 
the state to the NSW Government’s 
plans to enter deals with the private 
sector to redevelop and operate 
public hospitals, including Wyong 
Hospital, according to ...

UrbanGrowth NSW has announced 
the sale of its 134-lot residential 
development site but the 
development of a long-awaited new 
town centre at Warnervale is not 
likely to emerge for at least the next 
fi ve years.

Detectives investigating the 
assault of a woman at Buff Point 
have released a likeness of a man 
they believe can assist police with 
inquiries.

Tuggerah Lakes commercial 
fi sherman and other members of 
the public have until December 
9 to make submissions to a new 
inquiry into the NSW Government’s 
proposed fi shing ...

Toukley residents and shop keepers 
cannot understand why the Central 
Coast Council would consider 
approving the development of a 
service station at 356 to 358 Main 
Rd that is completely at odds with 
the master plan for the village ...

A man appeared in court on 
November 14 after allegedly lighting 
a fi re in scrubland near Soldiers 
Beach, Norah Head, on November 
13, despite a total fi re ban in place 
due to weather conditions.

Your independent community newspaper - Ph: 4325 7369 Issue 105November 22, 2016
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Consultation is insuffi cient for 
Coastal Management Plan

Residents warned not to 
act without approvals

A fair share of the Ausgrid 
lease revenue should come to 

the Central Coast

Crane collapses at a major 
building site

“Analysis paralysis continues”
- Central Coast Taskforce

Crime account funds cameras

Wamberal Beach referred to 
as “the forgotten twin”

“Lucy’s Lane” is a
gazetted public road

Moving hearings to Newcastle 
is unreasonable

Waterfront landowners in the 
suburbs of Kincumber South, 
Yattalunga, Saratoga, Davistown, 
MacMasters Beach, Copacabana, 
Avoca, Terrigal, Wamberal and 
even parts of East and ...

The Community Environment 
Network (CEN) has called for 
action on the implementation 
of plans to help resolve coastal 
management issues at Wamberal 
Beach following claims ...

The Central Coast does not appear 
to be getting its fair share of the 
$16.18 billion dollars raised by the 
NSW Government’s 99- year lease 
of half of Ausgrid, according to 
the region’s ...

An operator escaped without 
injury following a crane collapse 
at a major building site at 18 to 20 
Kendall St, Gosford, on Monday, 
November 14.

The John Singleton-backed Central 
Coast Taskforce has labelled the 
Central Coast 2036 Regional Plan 
the Good, the Bad and the Ugly.

Federal Minister for Justice, Mr 
Michael Keenan, and Federal 
Member for Robertson, Ms Lucy 
Wicks, have announced that the 
funding agreement to deliver CCTV 
cameras for ...

A paper presented to the 2016 
NSW Coastal Conference on
Thursday, November 10, by 
Coastal Engineer, Mr Doug Lord, 
referred to Wamberal Beach as 
“the forgotten twin”.

Mr Gavin Edgar, the Doma Group’s 
General Manager of Development, 
has rebutted some of the claims 
made by NSW Senator, Ms 
Deborah O’Neill, regarding ATO 
site in Baker St, Gosford, in ...

The NSW Department of Justice 
should be holding more, not 
less, NSW Consumer and 
Administrative Tribunal hearings 
on the Central Coast, according 
to NSW Shadow ...

The NSW Minister for 
Planning, Mr Rob Stokes, will 
be asked to meet with Central 
Coast Council to discuss 
an infrastructure plan for 
the region and the council’s 
input into its content and 
expected release.

The resolution to call for the 
Minister’s input and backing for 
an infrastructure plan was made 
by Council Administrator, Mr 
Ian Reynolds, at the ordinary 
council meeting on Wednesday, 
November 23.

Council’s Department of 
Environment and Planning 
presented Mr Reynolds with 
a report responding to the 
NSW Government’s Central 
Coast Regional Plan 2036 and 
Implementation Plan, which were 
released in October.

According to the report: “There 
are nine priority actions identifi ed 
in the Implementation Plan to 
be overseen by the Central 
Coast Delivery, Coordination and 

Monitoring Committee.
“Direction 17 of the Plan is to 

align land use and infrastructure 
planning.

“It is recommended that an 
Infrastructure Plan be prepared 
to ensure that the roll out of 
infrastructure is aligned to land use 
priorities.

“It is recommended that 
discussions be held with the 
Minister and the Department to 
determine Council’s role in the 
preparation of an Infrastructure 
Plan for the Central Coast.

“The Central Coast Regional 
Plan 2036 and accompanying 
Implementation Plan 2016-18 will 
provide the framework for land use 
planning decisions in the region.

“It is essential that Council 
ensures that it has a strong role 
on the Delivery, Coordination and 
Monitoring Committee.

“Council also needs to play 
a strong role in preparing an 
Infrastructure Plan for the Central 
Coast,” the report said.

Central Coast Council agenda 
item 2.6, 23 Nov 2016

Council calls for 
infrastructure 

plan discussion

Stairs from Woy Woy Bay Rd 
to the Bays Community Hall 
have been declared unsafe 
by the Bays Community 
Group.

“At a recent Bays Community 
event, one of our local residents 
was using the stairs from the road 
down to the hall, took a fall and 
sustained some minor injuries,” 
said group president Mr Bob 
Puffett.

“These stairs are unsafe and 
are due for replacement soon, 
when the new drop off area is 
constructed,” Mr Puffett said.

“In the meantime, in the interests 
of safety for all, can all visitors to 
the hall please use the path on the 
left had side rather than the stairs 
on the right hand side,” he said.

Newsletter, 14 Nov 2016
Bob Puffett, Bays 

Community Group

Use path to hall
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All aspects 
of small 

building work 
and property 
maintenance

Now servicing 
Gosford and 

surrounding areas
25 years building experience 

0414 486 515
NSW Building Lic #215846c

• Weddings • Engagements • Weddings • Engagements 
• Special Birthdays • Special Anniversaries • Special Birthdays • Special Anniversaries 
• New Born Babies • Special Achievements• New Born Babies • Special Achievements

Let your community Let your community 
know about:know about:

Send us a photo and information
Details on page 2 - 4325 7369

Let your community Let your community 
know about:know about:

I wish to reply to the letter 
“Respect deserved for duck 
rescuers” from Ms Susan 
Keatinge that was published 
in the Peninsula News on 
November 14.

I would like to provide another 
side to Ms Keatinge’s duck story.

The duck issue on St Huberts 
Island and the disputes with Ms 
Keatinge’s neighbours actually 
goes back to 2008.

Ms Keatinge, supported by her 
husband, has been feeding and 
breeding ducks at their property 
ever since.

I would like to appeal to people 
who believe this is doing a good 
thing for the ducks and the 
environment.

Ms Keatinge is not looking 
only after the injured ducks, but is 
feeding healthy ducks, along with 
pigeons, lorikeets, corellas and 
numerous cockatoos.

I am attaching a couple of 
images that show 40 to 50 ducks 
near their property as well as 
nearby houses and, at the time of 
these images being taken, none of 
the ducks appeared to be having 
an injury or recovering from one.

Ms Keatinge and her husband 
were issued with an order by 
Gosford Council in 2013 to remove 
feeding bowls and pools from their 
backyard.

After this order being issued, 
we had relatively quiet 12 months, 
being almost duck-free in our 
street.

Once the order expired, the 
feeding ducks and birds resumed 
twice a day.

Many of the ducks have become 
dependent on the food provided, 
so I am not really sure how that 
helps the environment.

The ducks have sought to fi nd a 
territory of their own, which usually 

means neighbours’ swimming 
pools.

Some neighbours have found 
dead ducklings in their pools.

Some have backyard veggie 
patches and because of the 
availability of food we have had an 
infl ux of vermin.

A neighbour has complained of 
bite marks in a lot of the tomatoes 
and seedlings that have been 
eaten of at ground level.

Last year my then two-year-old 
daughter was attacked by a male 
duck that was building a nest along 
with a female in our garden, next to 
our front door.

I do not need to describe how 
distressed my daughter was by the 
attack.

If you have children, you can 
imagine the horror, the tears and 
the shock after being attacked on 
our own property.

However, the saddest part is 
that this has already forced two 
families to move out of Attunga 
Close, as they could no longer 
bear the disgusting environment.

Would you like to: have to 
wash your clothes again due to 
duck faeces as they fl y over your 
property?

Consider the amount of water 
being wasted having to rewash the 

clothes.
Would you like to have to 

regularly wash your car, house 
roofs, windows, driveways, 
swimming pool covers, letter 
boxes, and anything else that gets 
duck faeces on it?

Would you like to have to pick 
up duck faeces from your front 
lawn if you do not want to walk into 
your house?

Picking up duck excrements 
has turned into almost a daily 
activity for many of our neighbours.

I have recently collected a 
bucket full of duck faeces after 
coming home from a long weekend 
break.

We have been woken by ducks 
fi ghting and mating on our lawn at 
2am, and have put up with strong 
smell of excrement.

I suffer from severe allergy to 
feathers and have had a couple 
of episodes of nose bleeds and 
diffi culty breathing whilst working 
in the front garden of our property.

I have to deal with vermin that 
have become more prevalent.

Rats have been seen scurrying 
along the tops of fences at night.

It is bringing some serious 
issues into the neighbourhood. 

We have tried to settle our 
neighbourhood dispute via the 
Community Justice Centre in June 
this year, but Ms Keatinge and her 
husband refused mediation.

The message we have is please 
be considerate of neighbours.

If you wish to continue with 
your “duck rescuing” mission, do 
so somewhere else and not in a 
residential area.

There are a lot of farms and 
acreage more suitable.

If you have had similar 
experience, please share your 
story through the Forum.

Email, 21 Nov 2016
Martina O’Brien, St Huberts Island

Another side to a
long-running duck story

In support to Susan Keating’s 
letter (Forum, Peninsula 
News, November 14, 2016), I 
would also like to state that 
like many other people, I 
feel heartbroken about the 
absence of the ducks along 
our foreshores in Woy Woy, 
Ettalong and surrounding 
areas.

I have previously spent so 
many happy and relaxing hours 
whilst seated amongst them and 
suddenly they have all gone.

Why?
What harm have they ever done 

to people?
They are harmless and 

defenceless.
They helped to give Woy Woy 

a lot of character and were a great 
tourist attraction, whilst giving joy 
and delight to all those who saw 
them.

I don’t know how they have been 
culled but, however the method, it 
has been extremely unacceptable 
and unnecessary, and downright 
cruel.

What have we left for future 
generations?

“Duck” was the fi rst word I 
spoke at the (belated) age of three 
years; not “Mummy”, or “Daddy” 
but “duck”.

Hence my close affi nity for the 
ducks.

I don’t know what my parents’ 
reactions were, but they both 
had a good sense of humour and 
were undoubtedly relieved to 
(eventually) hear their daughter 
utter something.

Also; I am in regular 
collaboration with Wendy Gillespie 
and we are anxious to see this 
issue resolved.

We would like those who are 
responsible to come forward, 
admit to this horrible crime and 
explain why.

We can only imagine the terrifi ed 
suffering which these helpless and 
innocent beings were forced to be 
put through.

Email, 20 Nov 2016
Fiona Hunt, Woy Woy

Ducks are 
harmless and 
defenceless
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out to that many people using any other out to that many people using any other 
medium?medium?

Don’t be fooled by the hype, advertising Don’t be fooled by the hype, advertising 
in this newspaper is by far much better in this newspaper is by far much better 

value for money than any other medium.value for money than any other medium.
Not only does it have the reach and Not only does it have the reach and 

readership within the area it covers, but readership within the area it covers, but 
readers can keep the advertisement and readers can keep the advertisement and 

refer to it as often as they wish.refer to it as often as they wish.

Call 4325 7369 to see Call 4325 7369 to see 
how inexpensive it is.how inexpensive it is.

If you’re reading this, so could 
up to 50,000 other people

Sport

WAR MEMORABILIA WANTED

I wrote to Council’s 
Administrator, Mr Ian 
Reynolds, regarding the 
hundreds of people who 
would dearly love to be able to 
walk from Ettalong to Daleys 
Point and St Hubbert’s Island.

Unfortunately, council or the RTA 
overlooked the addition of a footpath 
or walkway along the Booker Bay-
Rip Bridge.

This means that you either 
attempt to walk along a very narrow 
ledge or share the roadway with fast 
moving traffi c zooming along at 70 
to 80kms, which unless you were 
contemplating leaving this planet is 
not a good idea.

It would be quite simple to rectify 
the situation by attaching steel 

supports to the bridge and with the 
installation of a suitable framework a 
timber walkway would be adequate 
and practical.

I would suggest the total cost 
would be minimal.

There is one other aspect that 
council should be aware of and that 
is council’s failure to provide safe 
passage across the bridge to begin 
with.

There are a plethora of legal 
proceedings to support this 
assertion.

I hope my letter results in prompt 
action on council’s part.

Letter, 18 Nov 2016
Fred Landman, Daleys Point

Footpath needed 
on Rip bridge

Last month it was 400 years 
ago that Dirk Hartog arrived 
at an island west of Shark 
Bay, Western Australia, and 
left the famous pewter plate 
there with an inscription of 
who he and his crew were 
and what the ship Eendracht 
(Concord) was doing there.

It was the fi rst European writing 
ever left on this continent.

The Dutch and Australians are 
commemorating this event this 
year.

The Dutch Royal couple were 
here a fortnight ago to add lustre 
to the event.

A concert was held in the 
Opera House where two talented 
young Dutch pianists played with 
the Sydney Symphony orchestra 
to a full house including various 
Australian dignitaries.

That pewter plate was found 

81 years later by another Dutch 
seafarer and explorer, Willem de 
Vlamingh, who took it with him and 
left his own pewter plate there.

He delivered it in Amsterdam 
where it is usually kept in the Rijks 
Museum.

The Vlaming’s plate was found 
in 1801 by the French Admiral 
Hamelin who decided to leave it 
there contrary to the wishes of a 
senior offi cer Louis de Freycinet.

De Freycinet came back with his 
own ship 17 years later, collected 
the plate and had it delivered it to 
museum authorities in Paris.

It was lost there for quite a while 
but was rediscovered after World 
War II and the French Government 
then decided to donate it to the 
Australian Government who 
placed it in the Shipwreck Museum 
in Fremantle.

Dirk Hartog’s original plate is 
also in Fremantle right now, on 
loan, from the Rijks Museum.

The Dutch had mapped around 
70 per cent of the Australian 
coastline by 1644, after Abel 
Tasman’s second journey.

That was quite some time before 
James Cook arrived in Botany Bay 
in 1770 and then proceeded to 
map the East Coast.

However, the Dutch were 
particularly interested in the spice 
trade from the Indies and found 
nothing of the kind in the Great 
South Land long known as New 
Holland until at least 1802 when 
Matthew Flinders renamed it 
Australia.

The exhibition of mostly Dutch 
maps of that period will start 
on December 9 in the foyer of 
the Erina Fair’s Gosford Library 
Branch.

Email, 24 Nov 2016
Klaas Woldring, Pearl Beach

Displays to celebrate 
Dirk Hartog’s arrival

During the 1950s, Woy Woy 
was a sleepy holiday town.

It had plenty of banks and 
estate agents, two pubs a picture 
show and a hamburger cafe.

We used to catch a bus or walk 
to the local cinema.

Ettalong, Umina, and Patonga 
had the big screens as well.

At Woy Woy, we watched some 
great movies such as Gone with 
the Wind, The Original Planet of 
the Apes, Finian’s Rainbow and the 
hilarious Carry on up the Jungle.

You would describe Woy Woy 
then as peaceful and sleepy, but 
today the city rat race has caught 
up.

Metallic wildebeests thunder 
through the urban and shopping 
areas at speed.

Instead of chatting in the street, 
many people will barge and push 
past you if you dare to be in front 
of them.

Ah, for the good old days!
Email, 24 Nov 2016

Metallic wildebeests thunder 
through Woy Woy

The heading you gave my 
letter “Aim is to leave Woy 
Woy as quickly as possible” 
(Peninsula News, November 
14, page 19) made me 
reconsider the future of Woy 
Woy.

The days of weekenders, 
boarding houses and ferry services 
are gone.

The location of the Woy Woy 
Town Centre was appropriate when 
transport was a combination of rail 
and ferry and climate change was 
a term used by Antarctic explorers.

Times have changed and the 
future is uncertain.

Approving a high-rise in the 
Woy Woy Town Centre fails to 
accept climate change science, 
education and the subjective 
opinion of politicians.

Professor Ian Lowes’ comment 
in “A Voice of Reason” warns 
us that approving high-rise 
development in the middle of 

Woy Woy requires a far more 
rigorous assessment process than 
previously, with credible scientifi c 
comment replacing political spin 
and ignorance.

It is possible that sea level rises 
will increase by fi ve metres due 
to Greenland’s ice sliding into the 
ocean, according to Prof Lowe.

What impact would this have 
on Woy Woy Town Centre and the 
Peninsula?

Prof Lowes’ credentials and 
objectivity are more reliable and 
trustworthy than the governments’ 
and any politician.

Why did sea level rise and 
climate change fail to be adequately 
addressed in the Regional Plan 
2036?

Is it because the plan supports 
the ongoing extraction and use of 
coal to accelerate climate change?

Letter, 21 Nov 2016
Norman Harris, Umina

Regional plan 
supports coal 

and denies 
climate change
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With respect to the Bulls Hill 
underpass, Chris Holstein 
calls on the State Government 
to “justify abandoning the 
project” (“Holstein questions 
level crossing decision”, 
Peninsula News, November 
14) but Mr. Holstein must be 
living in a parallel universe.

In the real world, it is up to 
proponents of proposals to justify 
their propositions.

Has the Central Coast Task Force 
carried out traffi c counts, done origin 
and destination studies, prepared 
engineering estimates and calculated 
cost-benefi t ratios?

When the underpass suggestion 
is more than a thought-bubble, it will 
be time to lobby the Government to 
provide funding, and I’d suggest that 
we are far from meeting any objective 
criteria for the massive public works 
involved.

The fact that $15 million has 
already been squandered on a 
ridiculous vote-buying gambit doesn’t 
justify pouring another $115 million 
(at least) into an exercise for which 
there is no commensurate benefi cial 
evidence.

Mr Holstein claims that, “over two 
decades, the railway crossing has 
caused several incidents and has 
been dangerous”, but where is the 
evidence of this danger?

Has a single person been injured 
in one of the “incidents” that Mr 

Holstein refers to?
If this is a criterion, I’d suggest 

that the improvement of Woy Woy 
Rd is a much higher priority: it is only 
necessary to examine the patchwork 
safety barriers along this route to see 
where most “incidents” occur.

However, my suggestion of 
widening the Shoalhaven Dr 
underpass would immediately 
improve traffi c fl ows on the Peninsula, 
would cost far less than the Bulls Hill 
project and could defer the necessity 
for other capital works well into the 
future.

The Bulls Hill underpass will bring 
trucks onto Nagari Rd and allow 
them to fi lter onto Hillview, Dunbar 
and Veron Rds, whereas a cars-only 
underpass at Shoalhaven Dr will 
keep trucks on the main roads, to 
everyone’s environmental benefi t.

If the Council Administrator 
had any gumption, he would be 
examining possibilities like this 
instead of wasting time on reviews 
of the useless Regional Plan which 
he is anyway already overriding with 
subdivision approvals.

Incidentally, I commend to Mr 
Holstein an examination of Fowler’s 
English Usage where he will fi nd the 
meaning of “begging the question”, a 
construction that he obviously does 
not understand.

Email, 17 Nov 2016
Bruce Hyland, Woy Woy

Widen Shoalhaven Dr 
underpass

I agree with Mr Pat Aiken 
that there should be more 
community meetings 
to discuss the Coastal 
Management Plan.

To accept a sea level rise of 
0.74m in 2100 is the same as 
asking any bank manager to 
predict term deposit rates for that 
same year.

My recommendation is as 

follows.
Stage 1: Climate scientists 

replace bureaucrats to discuss 
ramifi cations and latest climate 
change research with the public.

Stage 2: Bureaucrats and 
politicians discuss stage 1 with the 
public.

Stage 3: The government 
prepares draft plan for public 
exhibition.

Stage 4: Community rejects 

draft plan due to lack of detail, 
resources, funding, action, 
transparency and accountability.

Stage 5: Government resolves 
to sell its $87 million Coastal 
Management Plan over fi ve 
years to protect vulnerable areas 
including revetments, beach 
nourishment and the building of 
groynes.]

Repeat stage 1.
As many reputable scientists 

have observed, climate change 
was happening in 1985.

Procrastination is still the 
government strategy, while coal 
reserves remain.

The question of coastal 
management cannot be answered 
without accepting input from 
climate scientists.

Letter, 21 Nov 2016
Norman Harris, Umina

Coastal management 
cannot exclude climate scientists
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Still Proudly Owned by Woy Woy Community Aged Care

‘Excellence in 
Residential Aged Care’

•  Permanent and Respite Care available’
•  24 Hour Medical Care with Registered 

Nurses on site 24 hours a day
•  Spacious  Rooms with a combination 

of two-bed and single rooms with 
ensuite bathrooms

6 Kathleen Street, Woy Woy

Phone 4344 2599
www.bluewaveliving.org.au

Sales - Service - Repairs of all types of Mobility Equipment                            
& daily living aids 

�� Mobility Scooters 
�� Lift Chairs 
�� Electric Wheelchairs 
�� Electric Beds 
�� Rollators /Walkers 
�� Walking Frames & Sticks 
�� Wheelchairs 

�� Shower Chairs & Stools 
�� Arm & Leg gloves 
�� Over Toilet Aids 
�� Crutches & Reachers 
�� Kylie Sheets 
�� Cushions & Pillows 
�� Moon Boots & Supports 

 

DVA Contractor Approved                           

Plus Much More! 

 4342 5308 3 Blackwall Rd,  Woy Woy 
www.mobilityhireandsales.com.au 

WE HAVE MOVED!

Every bequest brings us  
closer to defeating cancer  

in her lifetime.

For more information  
contact Mella Moore today.

T: 1300 780 113 
W: cancercouncil.com.au

A total of $1260 was raised at 
the November Charity Bowls 
Day at Woy Woy Bowling 
Club.

The money will go to Central 
Coast Kids in Need, a small 
volunteer group which provides 
fi nancial assistance to families of 
seriously-ill children.

The money is used to defray the 
costs of accommodation for the 
families at parent hostel rooms, 
while their children are receiving 
hospital treatment.

The funds raised are also used 
to cover travel costs, equipment 
requirements and pharmacy 

accounts for the children.
The Sporties at Woy Woy will 

present their cheque to the group 
at their next event on December 
18.

Newsletter, 20 Nov 2016
Ken Dixon, Sporties at Woy Woy

Charity day 
raises $1260

Year 3 students from Umina 
Beach Public School went 
on an excursion to a wildlife 
park as part of their science 
unit Feathers, Fur or Leaves 
on Thursday, November 10.

Students were able to learn 
about the native Australian animals 
at the Walkabout Wildlife Park and 
experience some Aboriginal bush 

tucker on a guided tour with the 
park rangers.

They even got to have lunch 
with some of the local kangaroos 
and emus who inhabit the park.

Year 3 had a day exploring and 
learning while accompanied by 
some of their teachers.

Media release, 15 Nov 2016
Lyn Davis, Umina Beach 

Public School

Students visit 
wildlife park

Year 3 students getting up close with some native wildlife

Woy Woy Public School will 
celebrate International Day 
for People with a Disability 
on Wednesday, November 
30.

Students will perform two short 
items at a morning assembly, 
which will then be followed by 
a presentation from Wheelchair 

Sports NSW.
Following this presentation, 

all students in the school will be 
rostered to participate in games of 
wheelchair basketball throughout 
the day.

Newsletter, 16 Nov 2016 
Michelle Pathirana, Woy 

Woy Public School

Celebrating day 
for disability
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General Dentistry - Cosmetic Dentistry - Implant Dentistry - Children’s Dentistry

14 Railway St, Woy Woy - 4342 1080
& 289 West St Umina - 4339 8020

woywoydc@gmail.com - www.woywoydental.com.au

PATIENT OFFER FOR PRIVATE DENTAL HEALTH INSURANCE PATIENTS 

No gap full comprehensive examination, clean, polish, x-ray, 

oral hygiene instruction and fl uoride treatment

Dental Implants Consultation and 3D Xray
• Single tooth replacement • Full mouth rehabilitation over 4-6 implants

• Implant supported dentures • Improve your quality of life
Ask about Invisalign, braces, orthodontic services

Try our range of affordable options for implants and denture stabilization

BULK BILLING FOR CHILDREN UNDER 
MEDICARE CHILD DENTAL BENEFITS SCHEME.

NO OUT OF POCKET EXPENSE

($1,000 Free Dental Care for children age 2 to 17)

Call us for a Consultation - Proudly 

servicing the Peninsula for 16 years

Saturday Appointments available

Across from Woy Woy Train Station

NOW OPEN IN UMINA BEACH

(02) 4357 8444
www.ccmow.com.au

Delicious Meals  Free Delivery 
Social Support

Proudly catering to the
Central Coast community
for almost 50 years.

Sponsored by

Two Umina Beach Public 
School students went to the 
Sutherland Leisure Centre 
to represent Sydney North 
in the Sydney Metropolitan 
Water Polo Day on Monday, 
November 14.

There were many students 
representing their schools ranging 
from Manly to Gorokan Public 
School.

They each played three games 
against strong competition, with 
the boys teams winning two of the 
three games played and the girls 
achieving the same outstanding 
results.

The students experienced 
playing water polo against some of 
the best players in the State.

Newsletter, 15 Nov 2016
Lyn Davis, Umina Beach 

Public School

Students play water 
polo in Sutherland

Umina Beach Public School students participated in the Sydney Metropolitan water polo day

Ettalong Public School 
principal Mr Colin Wallis 
spent a night and a full day 
at the Year 5 and 6 camp at 
the Myuna Bay Sport and 
Recreation Centre.

“I was amazed and very proud, 
as I am sure all parents would 
have been, at the achievements 
and personal bests our children 
were managing in all the exciting 
and challenging activities offered; 
from overcoming the high ropes 
course and rock climbing to being 
responsible for their own property 
and keeping their rooms clean and 
tidy,” Mr Wallis said.

“Another great feature was the 
camaraderie and team work the 
children displayed to get things 
done and to support each other,” 

he said.
“This included setting up for 

meals and cleaning up afterwards.
“They further developed 

independence and responsibility 
as they learnt that together much 
more can be achieved.

“These were great learning 
opportunities, especially in the 
social and emotional areas as 
our students move further toward 
adolescence and adulthood.

“None of this would be possible 
without the dedication of their 
accompanying teachers who took 
on a 24-hour supervisory role with 
good nature and commitment 
showing outstanding care and 
support for the children,” he said.

Newsletter, 15 Nov 2016
Colin Wallis, Ettalong Public School

Principal spends 
night with children 

at camp
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A. Wegner
DENTURE CLINIC
30 YEARS IN BUSINESS

HAVING 
DIFFICULTIES WITH 
YOUR DENTURES?

www.wegnerdentureclinic.com.au

All Dentures, Repairs & Relines

After Hours & Weekend Appointments Available

DVA Patients & Health Fund Accredited 

Off Street Parking & Wheelchair Access

No Referral Needed

66 Ocean Beach Road, Woy Woy66 Ocean Beach Road, Woy Woy

4341 8888

LOCALLY OWNED AND LOCALLY MANUFACTURED

Mention this Ad 
for your FREE 
consultation!

UMINA
South Street Dental

Teeth for Life

Cosmetic Smiles

Teeth Whitening

Children and Adults

Complex Reconstruction

Implants

Dentures

Medicare Vouchers / Teen Vouchers welcome
Veterans’ Affairs welcome

HICAPS, EFTPOS and major 
Credit Cards Accepted

Accessible ground fl oor access 
with plenty of parking

Mario Reznik
BDS - 1st Class Honours (Syd)

Dip, Clinical Dentistry-Oral Implants (Syd)

Dental Surgeon

Umina Beach

52 South Street Umina Beach

4344  6699

The Umina Beach Public 
School Junior Choir is a 
group of singers from Year 1 
and 2 which has been active 
recently.

“This year the group has 
performed for school assemblies, 

at Grandparents Day, on 
Education Day and most recently 
at the Brisbane Water Secondary 
College Variety Night held at the 
Woy Woy Campus,” said the junior 
choir coach Ms Catherine Conroy.

The choir meets Ms Conroy 

every Tuesday morning.
“After vocal warm up, the 

students enjoy learning fun songs 
together.”

Newsletter, 22 Nov 2016
Catherine Conroy, Umina 

Beach Public School

Junior choir has been active
The Umina Beach Public School Junior Choir performing their favourite song called Pizza

Ettalong Public School 
recently posted Rules of 
Engagement to its social 
media webpage as required 
by the NSW Department of 
Education.

“Our school Facebook page has 
been very successful since it was 
launched almost two years ago,” 
said principal Mr Colin Wallis.

“I would encourage those of you 

who are friends of our Ettalong 
Facebook page to take the time 
to read the post and to please 
contact the school if you have any 
questions or concerns,” Mr Wallis 
said.

“Our Facebook page has been 
a most important initiative for the 
school and we would like to see it 
to continue to grow,” he said.

Newsletter, 22 Nov 2016
Colin Wallis, Ettalong Public School

Rules of 
Engagement 

posted on 
social media

Students from Brisbane 
Water Secondary College 
Umina Campus participated 
in this year’s Armidale Prime 
Beef Fest.

More than 20 students and two 
steers were taken to the event with 
the school having an excellent 
showing on the day.

Lancelot and Dusty (the 
school’s limousin steers) both 
impressed the judges with 
Lancelot placing fi fth in his class 
category and Dusty taking out the 

coveted Champion Steer, a major 
feat against an exceptionally high 
standard of cattle.

Students were also able to 
visit the Alfoxton Merinos, a wool 
farm, and learn all about fl eece 
and assessing the suitability of 
breeding rams.

Students also visited the 
University of New England’s 
Animal Research Station and the 
Dangar Falls before returning 
home.

Newsletter, Nov 23, 2016
Brent Walker, BWSC Umina

Students visit 
Armidale beef fest
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DYSLEXIA OR 
LEARNING 

DIFFICULTIES?
Some children experience 

reading and learning diffi culties 
as a result of visual perception 

problems caused by
Irlen Syndrome/Scotopic 

Sensitivity
Irlen Syndrome can 
cause Dyslexia and 

diffi culties with:

• Spelling
• Writing
• Comprehension
• Concentration
• Fatigue
• Eye Strain

IRLEN DIAGNOSTIC 
CLINIC NEWCASTLE

Appointments available in Wyong
When: 9 December 2016
Where: Nexus Smart Hub Business 

Centre - 4 Amy Close, North Wyong

Ph: 02 4955 6904

If you can’t wait to get your copy
read it online!

If you lent yours to someone that won’t 
give it back - read it online!

Missed an edi� on or want to re-read 
something - read it online!

Simply go to www.peninsulanews.info
They’re all there and it’s FREE
Want to share something you 

fi nd really interes� ng, see 
www.coastcommunitynews.com.au

Join scouts
For information call 1800 SCOUTS 
(1800 726 887) or go to 
www.scouts.com.au

BE A
LEADER

Eight students from Pretty 
Beach Public School 
participated in a goalball 
training session recently.

The session was led by coach 

of the silver medal winning men’s 
team at the Rio Paralympic 
Games, Matt Boyle.

The Pretty Beach team will 
compete in the NSW Goalball 

School Knockout Shield in 
December.

Newsletter, 17 Nov 2016
Ruth Hutchinson, Pretty 

Beach Public School

Goalball training

Umina is set to benefi t from 
a new after-school care 
program.

Cubbyhouse Childcare will 
extend their services to families 
affi liated with Umina Beach Public 
School.

Cubbyhouse is presently 
awaiting service approval and 
during this period the childcare 
organisation is requesting parents 
and carers interested in their 
services complete expression 
of interests available on 

Cubbyhouse’s website.
Cubbyhouse also offers 

vacation, pre-school and long day 
care services.

Newsletter, 23 Nov 2016
Lynn Davies, Umina 

Beach Public School

New after-school 
care service

Students from Pretty Beach Public School during the Goalball training

Students in Years 5 and 
6 from Pretty Beach 
Public School recently 
participated in a science, 
technology, engineering and 
mathematics day.

It was held at Avoca Beach 
Public School on Thursday, 
October 27.

The day was a challenge day 

with the winning team taking home 
a gold medal.

The challenges the students 
participated in included making 
planes, cars, and boats, and 
marble tracks, pullies and a 
catapult.

Newsletter, 3 Nov 2016
Deborah Callender, Pretty 

Beach Public School

Challenge day 
held at Avoca

Students and families at 
Umina Beach Public School 
celebrated Grandparents 
Day on Monday, November 7.

“It was great to see so many 
grandparents and grandfriends 
in our school on Monday for 
Grandparents Day,” said principal 

Ms Lyn Davis.
“They were treated to many 

wonderful performances at a 
special assembly run by our Year 2 
students,” Ms Davis said.

Newsletter, 8 Nov 2016
Lyn Davis, Umina Beach 

Public School

Grandparents 
Day
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EVERY MONTH ALL WEATHERSEVERY MONTH ALL WEATHERS
2ND & LAST SUNDAY EACH MONTH2ND & LAST SUNDAY EACH MONTH

Different stalls 
alternate weeks

New stalls welcome
Live music & pony rides
Call Ryan on 0405 416 289 or 

Margaret on 4374 1255

The Peninsula Chamber of 
Commerce has recorded 
the biggest Oyster Festival 
yet with more than 30,000 
visitors pouring through the 
event on November 13.

“We were absolutely amazed at 
the record crowds,” said Chamber 
president Mr Matthew Wales.

“The reconfi gured event has 
continued to break records each 
year it is held,” he said.

“With the old Tesrol site closed 
for construction, the event layout 
was changed to include the 
Ettalong Diggers car park.

“Combined with a 30 per cent 
increase in stalls, the new layout 

proved a huge success.
“The event also saw big 

increases in the number of visitors 
using the Palm Beach Ferry with 
big queues at the wharf.

“The importance of such 
events cannot be underestimated 
as a way of promoting the local 
oyster industry, boosting the local 
economy and spotlighting the Woy 
Woy Peninsula.

“There is no doubt that the 
Brisbane Water Oyster Festival 
has become truly iconic with the 
capacity to showcase the local 
area like no other event,” he said.

Media release, 13 Nov 2016
Matthew Wales, Peninsula 

Chamber of Commerce

Oyster Festival 
was biggest yet

An oyster eating competitor relishing the moment

The 2016 oyster eating competition in full swing

Photos: Noel Fisher
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Ms Molly Millington, who 
has grown up in The Bays, 
has received the 2016 
Bays Community Group 
scholarship.

Bays Community Group 
president Mr Bob Puffett presented 
Ms Millington with the scholarship 
during her recent performance at 
The Bays Community Hall.

It is hoped the scholarship will 
assist her to further her musical 
endeavours.

Newsletter, 14 Nov 2016
Bob Puffett, The Bays 

Community Group

For FITNESS, FUN and FRIENDSHIP
GOSFORD SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCERS

holds a class every Wednesday from 7 to 10pm at the
Church of Christ Hall, Henry Parry Drive, Wyoming

No partner necessary
No special clothes - just soft shoes
Lively music
New dancers welcome
Janice on 4388 2253
Sandra on 4392 8716
$7 per Night Come and join in on the fun!

RESTORE 
SIGHT FOR 
JUST $25

DONATE NOW 
1800 352 352 
HOLLOWS.ORG.AU
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The Kariong Somersby 
Rotary Club has donated 
$1000 to the stitchery group 
at the Ettalong Beach Arts 
and Crafts Centre to help 
with the cost of an aluminium 
storage shed.

The stitchery took on a new role 
four years ago when the members 
started to provide Central Coast 
hospitals with comfort kits for 
cancer patients.

The group, which is now known 
as the Boobs and Bags team, 
meets every Thursday afternoon 
spending their hours cutting, 
sewing and stuffi ng specially-
shaped cushions with soft and 

fl uffy polyester fi lling that make up 
part of the kit.

This gift is “made with care and 
compassion” for the hospital to 
pass on to people when they are 
discharged following breast cancer 
surgery, according to Ms Sue 
Sullivan from the Centre.

With ongoing demand for 
supplies, the team needed to 
purchase bulk quantities of 
materials and to ensure that there 
was suffi cient space to store 
everything.

The Centre’s committee agreed 
that a shed was needed as a 
storage facility.

“This was the point at which 
Kariong Somersby Rotary came 

forward with the welcome donation 
of $1000 to help with the cost of 
installing an aluminium shed,” Ms 
Sullivan said.

“The Rotary branch has lent the 
group a helping hand in the past and 
members of the Centre are grateful 
for this support that enables Boobs 
and Bags to continue operating as 
a sustainable community project.

“There will be a small engraved 
plaque installed in the shed as 
a permanent reminder of the 
support this community-focussed 
group have received from Kariong 
Somersby Rotary.

Media release, 15 Nov 2016
Sue Sullivan, Ettalong Beach 

Arts and Crafts Centre

Stitchery group receives 
donation for shed

EBACC stitchery group members in their new storage shed

Molly receives 
scholarship

Eateries in Ettalong and 
Umina have been profi led 
as part of the Central Coast 
Council’s place marketing 
campaign.

The campaign is an attempt 
by the Council to “tell the Central 
Coast story” through case studies 
to help build a brand and image for 
the new local government area.

Eating out on the Coast this 
Summer is the latest snapshot of 
stories in the marketing campaign 
and the award-winning Jasmine 
Greens at Umina and the Gusto 
Tapas Bar and Lounge at Ettalong 
have both been profi led.

“Fresh, local, seasonal and 
sustainable” was at the heart of 

Jasmine Greens’ operator, Ms 
Gabby Grayem’s food philosophy, 
according to the Council’s report.

“Jasmine Greens sources 
as much as it can locally and 
organically for a modern take on 
the Mediterranean.

“Gabby says food choices on 
the Central Coast are defi nitely 
improving,” the report said.

Ettalong has also successfully 
established itself as one of the 
region’s food hotspots, according 
to the campaign.

“Gusto Tapas Bar and Lounge 
is the latest must-try venue,” the 
report said.

Website, 24 Nov 2016
Ian Reynolds, Central Coast Council

Eateries profi led in 
council campaign

Handicrafts, local art, food, 
sweet treats, gifts and 
books will all be on offer at 
a Woy Woy festive fair this 
December 3.

The Woy Woy Country 
Women’s Association Festive Fair 

will be held from 10am until 2pm 
on the day in their rooms at 30 The 
Boulevarde, Woy Woy.

The association has a long 
history on the Peninsula with the 
funds from events like the fair 
helping it fund more community 
projects.

The fair also allows the 
association to stay in touch with 
the community and to make new 
connections with the people who 
they assist through their projects.

Email, 23 Nov 2016
Emily Bowtell, Woy Woy Country 

Women’s Association

Crafts, gifts and food at fair
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A story-telling program 
that joins retirement village 
residents with local children 
has received funds through 
a poker machine tax grants 
scheme.

Peninsula Village has received 
funding from Ettalong Diggers 
Memorial Club to purchase an 
electronic whiteboard to support its 
project with Umina Kids Club.

The non-profi t aged care 
organisation has had a 
longstanding partnership with 
the Umina Kids Club, located in 
Nowack Ave, Umina, according to 
Peninsula Village chief executive 
offi cer Mr Shane Neaves.

“For almost 10 years residents 
from Peninsula Village have 
visited the local Umina Kids Club 
with the purpose to provide an 
intergenerational relationship 
between the local young children 
and our knowledgeable residents.

“Recently through this 
partnership, we have commenced 
a special project called The 
Storytelling Program that aims 
to reignite that traditional love 
of sharing stories with younger 
generations,” Mr Neaves said.

“People of all ages love stories, 
especially children and it seems it 
is becoming a lost art in this day 
and age,” he said.

“Storytelling is an activity that 
develops the imagination and 
creative thinking and listening 
to stories also helps children 

to develop an idea of accepted 
behaviours.

“Our residents have many 
stories to tell from a life full of 
memories.

“Many of our residents, for a 
variety of medical reasons, have 
short-term memory loss but are 
able to effortlessly recall people, 
places and events from their past, 
“ explained Mr Neaves.

He said the Storytelling Program 

had become a much-loved part 
of both the Umina Kids Club and 
Peninsula Villages social calendar.

Mr Neaves said the Village 
saw the value in purchasing an 
electronic whiteboard for the 
childcare centre to allow these 
visits to be enhanced through the 
use of new technology.

“Many residents have led 
active, social lives but now have 
health issues that deprive them of 

their independence.
“Through storytelling, the 

residents discover that there are 
things they can still do instead of 
focusing on what they have lost 
and this is proving valuable for 
both residents and the pre-school 
children.”

Peninsula Village recently 
presented the Umina Kids Club 
with this new equipment and, 
with one storytelling visit now 

completed with the new board, it 
is already proving to be a perfect 
addition to the partnership, he said.

“After just one session with the 
new electronic whiteboard, we 
can already see that this project 
will extend to the children now 
teaching the residents about new 
technology and how this can be 
used to enhance the storytelling 
process,” Mr Neaves said.

Media release, 22 Nov 2016
Katey Small, Brilliant Logic

Story-telling program receives grant funds

Umina Kids’ Club is presented with an electronic whiteboard from Peninsula Village to enhance The Storytelling Program

PERFORMED BY THE MOUNTAIN PUSH
NARRATION WRITTEN BY MARK TANISH
NARRATION WRITTEN BY MARK AUSTIN

WITH LYRICS BY 
HENRY LAWSON ET AL
MUSIC BY MARK TANISH 

AND MYLES TANISH



Directory - Not for profi t Community Organisations
Art & Culture

Central Coast Art Society 
Weekly paint-outs 
Tues 4369 5860.

Workshops 9.30am 1st & 3rd 
Wed Gosford City Art Centre 

4363  1156.
Social Meetings 1.30pm 4th 

Wed for demonstrations 
publicity@artcentralcoast.asn.au

4325 1420

Central Coast 
Handweavers,

Spinners and Textile 
Arts Guild

Spinning and weaving, 
patchwork and quilting, felting 

and other fi bre and fabric 
crafts, community quilting bees 

Day and Night Groups
4325 4743

www.cottagecrafts.net.au

Central Coast 
Potters Society

Running classes, workshops, 
demonstrations, exhibitions 
and social events - Annual 

exhibitions in May and 
December

info@ccpotters.org
4324 5343

Ettalong Beach Art 
& Crafts Centre

Adult classes in Pottery 
Watercolours, Oils, Acrylics, 

Pastels, Silvercraft, 
Patchwork & Quilting

Children’s Art & Pottery
Mon – Sat 10am – 3pm

4341 8344
madogis@hotmail.com

Point Clare Art & Craft
Wed - Adult Art Class

Wed & Fri - Adult Crafts
Bunka Embroid, Cards, 

Crotchet, Cross Stitch $3
Point Clare Hall

10am - 12noon 4325 5007

Hospital Art 
Australia Inc.

Meet every Tue and Fri
9am-2pm - 109 Birdwood Ave, 
Umina - Painting and Canvas 
drawing. Volunteers welcome

hospitalartaustralia.com.au 
0431 363 347

Bushwalking
National Parks 

Association 
Central Coast

Twice weekly bush walks, 
varying distances and grades 

of diffi culty. Explore, enjoy 
scenery, fauna, fl oral, history. 

Keep fi t and make friends.
4389 4423 & 4332 7378&

Community Centres
Peninsula Community 

Centre
Cnr Ocean Beach Rd & 

McMasters Rd Woy Woy
Activities, programs and 

support groups for children, 
teens, adults and seniors 
including occasional care, 

playgroups, dance classes, 
karate, fi tness classes, 

youth services, gambling 
solutions, internet kiosk 

and social groups.
www.coastcommunityconnections.com.au

4341 9333

Ettalong 50+ Leisure 
& Learning Centre

Mon - Fri - Cards, Computer 
Lessons, Dancing, Indoor 

Bowls, Fitness, Handicrafts, 
Leatherwork, Line Dancing, 

Painting, Scrabble, Table 
Tennis, Tai Chi, Yoga, Darts

4341 3222

Central Coast Community
Legal Centre

Not for profi t org in Wyong 
providing free legal advice. 
Intake times for legal advice 
Monday to Friday 9am-5pm

4353 4988
centralcoast@clc.net.au@

Community Groups
ABC “The Friends” Support 
group for Public Broadcaster.

Aims: Safeguard ABC’s 
independence, adequate 
funding, high standards.

Meetings through the year + 
social afternoons

Well-known guest speakers
www.fabcnsw.org.au
4341 5170

Central Coast 
Social Group

Social contact, entertainment 
events, new friendships, for 

30’s-60’s
Live music, house parties, 

dinners, BBQs, picnics, trips 
away etc.

Monthly Meet & Chat 
0422 243 101 

email cco30s@live.com.au

Central Coast 50+ 
Singles Social Group

Ladies & gents dinner, dancing - 
BBQs & socialising each w/end. 
Monthly programme for all areas 

4396 3640 or 0437 699 366
50pssg@gmail.com

Mingaletta Aboriginal 
Torres Strait Islander

Provides members and other 
groups a meeting place and 
referral hub for education, 

health, well-being and cultural 
programs.

Mon-Fri 9am - 4pm
6 Sydney Ave Umina

4342 7515
admin@mingaletta.com.au

Peninsula School 
for Seniors

 Community Centre, 
McMasters Road, Woy Woy
Discussions, rumikin, craft, 
history, walks, & coach trips 

Tues, Wed, Thur
4341 5984 or 4341 0800

Peninsula Village 
Playgroup

Carers, Grandparents, parents 
& children ‘Intergenerational 

Playgroup’
Tues 10-11.30am

4344 9199

Probus Club of Woy Woy
Friendship, Fellowship, 

and social functions 
for active retirees.
1st Wed - 10am

Everglades Country Club
4344 7070

Seniors Computer 
Club Central Coast
Classes held Monday to 

Friday for everyone over 50
Basics: Mon , Tues and 
Thurs 10am to 12noon

Different programs every day, 
10am to 12noon or 1pm to 3pm

Apple-Mac: Mon, Tues, Wed
All at our club rooms, Kincumber 

Neighbourhood Centre
Bookings or inquiries 

02 4369 5692

The Krait Club
Community Centre - Cooinda 
Village, Neptune St, Umina

10.30am For seniors. Gentle 
exercises, quizzes, games, 

social activities, guest 
speakers, entertainment and 

bus trips - 4344 3277

Umina Beach Men’s Shed
Men share a variety of tools, 

pursue interests and hobbies, 
spend time with other men and 

learn new skills
Darrell 4342 9606

Volunteering 
Central Coast 

Refers potential volunteers 
to community orgs. Supports 

both volunteers and community 
orgs. Training for volunteers & 

their managers. 4329 7122
recruit@volcc.org.au 

Wagstaffe to Killcare 
Community

Protect and preserve the 
environment & residential 

nature of the Bouddi Peninsula 
and to strengthen community 

bonds
2nd Mon, 7.30pm Wagstaffe 

Hall 4360 2945
info@wagstaffetokillcare.org.au@ g g

Health Groups
Al-Anon

If someone’s drinking is 
causing you problems...

Al-Anon can help
4344 6939

1300 252 666
Meetings Sat 2pm
Woy Woy Hospital 

Ocean Beach Road

Arthritis NSW
Woy Woy support group
Woy Woy Bowling Club

North Burge Road Woy Woy
3rd Tues 10.30am

1800 011 041

Better Hearing Australia 
- Central Coast

Hearing loss management
support and education.

7 groups across the Coast
Providing practical experience 

and confi dence
4321 0275

www.centralcoast.betterhearingaustralia.org.au

BlueWave Living
Woy Woy Community Aged 

Care facility providing residential 
aged care to the frail aged.
Permanent and respite care 
accommodation available.

Information 2nd and 
4th Tues - 11am 

4344 2599
reception@bluewaveliving.org.au

Central Coast Parkinson’s 
Support Group

We aim to help individuals and 
their families better manage living 

with Parkinson’s Disease
Guest speakers are a regular

feature of our meetings.
2nd Tue - 1.30pm

1800 644 189

Gambling Solutions
Gambling help counsellors 
providing free confi dential 

professional service to 
gamblers, family and friends.

Woy Woy, Kincumber, 
Gosford and The Entrance

4344 7992

GROW Support Groups
Small friendly groups formed to learn 
how to overcome anxiety, depression 
and loneliness and to improve mental 
health and well-being. Anonymous, 
free and open to all. Bring a support 

person if you like. Weekly meetings at 
Woy Woy, Bateau Bay and Wyong 

1800 558 268
www.grow.org.au

Meals on Wheels
Delicious meals delivered free

Join us for a midday meal
Help with shopping and 

cooking classes
4341 6699

Mary Mac’s Place
Providing hot, freshly cooked 
meals - Mon to Fri 11am-1pm 
with support, info & referrals 

4341 0584
marymacs@woywoycatholic.org.au

Overeaters 
Anonymous (OA)

12-step fellowship for those 
with eating disorders. No 
dues, fees, or weigh-ins.

Peninsula Com. Cntr, cnr. Mc 
Masters Rd & Ocean Beach 

Rd. Woy Woy, Fri 8pm
www.oa.org 

0412 756 446

Peninsula Village 
Wellness Centre
Offering holistic and 

complementary therapies 
including aromatherapy, 

massage and music therapy
4344 9199

Peninsula Village Meals
Delivered daily to your door

Nutritious, great for the elderly
4344 9199

Peninsula Village 
Carer’s Support Group 

For carers of loved ones with 
dementia - 1st Wed - 10 to 

11.30am 
Paula 4344 9199

Prostate Cancer Support 
Group (Gosford)

Last Fri, Terrigal Uniting Church, 
380 Terrigal Drive, Terrigal

9.30am to 12 noon 4367 9600
www.pcfa.org.au

Riding for the Disabled

Horse Riding as a therapy 
for those with intellectual or 

physical disabilities.
Volunteers required. No 

previous exp. necessary - 
School hours only. Mon to Sat 

4340 0388
stateoffi ce@rdansw.org.au

Schizophrenia and 
Bipolar Fellowship

For Schizophrenia/Bipolar/
Mental Health sufferers, 

family, carers and friends. .
1st Thur - 1pm Room 3 

Uniting Church Donnison St
Gosford 

4344 7989 or 4368 2214

Woy Woy Public 
Hospital Alliance

To restore medical services 
previously available & upgrade 
to a standard that meets with 

local needs.
2pm 2nd Sat St Lukes Church 
Hall, Blackwall Rd Woy Woy 

4344 4811

Woy Woy Stroke 
Recovery Club

Everglades Country Club
2nd Tues 11am

Company, up-to-date info, 
hydrotherapy, bus trips

4341 7177
Music

Brisbane Water Brass
Brass Band entertainment 
for the community playing 
all types of popular music.

Rehearsal every Tues
7.30pm-10pm
0419 274 012

Gosford Musical 
Society Minstrels
Entertain at various 

venues on the Coast 
seeking new members
Thur Night Laycock St 

North Gosford 4341 4210

Soundwaves
Men’s a-capella 4 part harmony 

chorus - all ages 7pm Mon. 
Central Coast Leagues Club

John 0413 276 698
jbthomson51@gmail.com

Troubadour Central 
Coast Folk, Traditional 

& Acoustic
Music and Spoken Word

Concerts, Ukulele 
meets, and Sessions

4th Sat 7pm CWA Hall 
Woy Woy 4342 6716

mail.info@troubadour.org.au@ g
Political Groups

Australian Labor Party
Political discussions, national, 

state and local government 
issues

Umina Ettalong Branch
2nd Mon Umina Beach Bowling 

Club 7.30pm 4342 3676
Ourimbah/ Narara Branch
Niagara Park Primary School 

7.30pm 1st Mon
0410 309 494

kyle.macgregor@hotmail.com
Woy Woy Branch

Everglades Country Club
7.30pm 2nd Mon 

0412 517 520
belindaneal@bigpond.com

Peninsula Day Branch
1pm 2nd Mon 

CWA Hall Woy Woy 
4341 9946

Central Coast Greens
Active regarding ecological 

sustainability, social & 
economic justice, peace & 
non-violence, grassroots 

democracy & getting Greens 
elected 

3rd Thur, 
centralcoast.nsw.greens.org.au
centralcoastgreens@gmail.com

Politics in the Pub 
Central Coast

Discussion of important political, 
social, economic, education, land 

philosophy issues in a non partisan 
manner - The Grange Hotel 4th 
Thur every month besides Decy

Service Groups
Lions Club of Woy Woy
1st and 3rd Mon. Woy Woy 

Leagues Club 

0478 959 895
Make new friends and have fun 
while serving your community.

Northern Settlement 
Services - Volunteers

Volunteers needed for friendly 
visits to the elderly in nursing 

homes.
People with a second language 

encouraged.
Training support provided

4334 3877
cvscc@nsservices.com.au

Rotary Clubs
International service club 

improves lives of communities 
in Aust. & o/seas. Fun-fi lled 

activities, fellowship and 
friendship. 

Rotary Club of Kariong
Phillip House, 21 Old Mount 
Penang Rd, Fri 7.15am 4340 

4529
kersuebay@philliphouse.com.au

Rotary Club of Umina Beach
Wednesdays 6.30pm

Everglades Country Club
0409 245 861

curleys@ozemail.com.au
0409 245 861

Rotary Club of Woy Woy
Tues 6pm Everglades 

Country Club.
Don Tee 0428 438 535
Special Interest
Brisbane Water 
Caravan Club

located on the Central Coast 
and looking for new members

www.bwcaravanclub.wix.com/bwcc
4344 4363

Biz Plus Networking 
Association

Business owners 
networking group.

Biz Networking breakfast 
every Thur 7:15am - 9am

Erina Leagues Club
Geoff Neilson

network@bizplus.com.au

Bridge
Duplicate Bridge Mon Tue Thur 

Fri Sat-12.15pm 
& Wed 9.15am 

Brisbane Water Bridge Club, 
Peninsula Community Centre

93 McMasters Rd.
Woy Woy

www.brisbane-water.bridge-club.org

Cash Housie
50 Games every Sat night 

Peninsula Community Centre, 
McMasters Rd, Woy Woy, 

7.30pm. Proceeds to Woy Woy 
Catholic Parish. 

wwcphousie@hotmail.com

Central Coast Family 
History Society Inc. 
Resources, information & 

advice to study your family’s 
history. 

1st Sat 1pm Lions Community 
Hall, 8 Russell Drysdale St, E. 

Gosford. 
www.centralcoastfhs.org.au

4324 5164

Central Coast 
Tenants’ Advice and 
Advocacy Service

Help with issues with landlords 
& real estate agents? Free 

telephone advice and advocacy 
for all tenants and residents in 

residential parks.
4353 5515

cctaas@hotmail.com 

Central Coast Lapidary 
Club, Minerals & Gems
Learn silverwork, cabochons, 
faceting, enamelling, stone 

fi eldtrips & fossicking.
Weekly Workshops 

Tues and Thurs 8.30am-2.30pm 
Thurs evening 6-10pm

10 Ourimbah Creek 
Rd Ourimbah
4362 2246

Central Coast
Rescue Unit 

Marine Education Courses. 
Radio Licenses, Boat Safety & 
Boat License & PWC License 

Tests, Navigation, Seamanship 
and Meteorology.

4325 7929 
www.vmrcc.org.au

Central Coast Soaring Club Inc
Gliding Club, Learn to fl y, 

Instruction FREE to members
Come and have an Air 

Experience Flight
All Welcome

14 and up for Training
Flying at Bloodtree Road 

Mangrove Mountain Thur, Sat, 
Sun ( weather permitting)

0412 164 082
0414 635 047

www.ccsoaring.com.au

Peninsula 
Environment Group
Environmental projects, 

(incl. Woytopia), 
Woy Woy community garden, 

social events, workshops, 
organic food buying group

www.peg.org.au

Woy Woy Judo Club
3 Classes every Tue & Fri

5.00pm to 8pm
Ettalong Leisure & 
Learning Centre

Min age 5 years old
0434 000 170

www.woywoyjudoclub.com

Veterans
National Malaya Borneo 

Veterans Association 
1st Sat F(except Jan) 1pm 

Ettalong Beach 
War Memorial Club, 

51-52 The Esplanade.
4342 1107

Vietnam Veterans’, 
Peacekeepers’ and 

Peacemakers’
Assist all veterans & families 

with pension & welfare issues. 
Mon & Wed 9am-1pm 4344 
4760 Cnr Broken Bay Rd & 

Beach St Ettalong.
centralcoastveterans@bigpond.com.

Woy Woy Ettalong 
Hardy’s Bay RSL 

Provide help with pensions and 
welfare etc.

Shop 5/382 Oceanview Rd 
Ettalong. Tues & Thurs 9am to 

1pm 4341 2594p
Women’s Groups
BPW Central Coast

Empowering women of all ages 
in the areas of work, education, 

well-being and friendship.
All women welcome to attend 

monthly dinner meetings.
Be enlightened. $40 covers 

two course meal and speaker.
0438 989 199

bpwcentralcoast@hotmail.com
www.bpw.com.au/central-coast

Country Women’s 
Association Woy Woy

Opposite Fisherman’s Wharf
Craft & Friendship

1st and 2nd Wed 10am
Meetings 4th Wed 10.30am 

4324 2621

Country Women’s 
Association Umina

Branch meeting 
1st Wed 10am 

Craft and Friendship
Other Weds 9am 

1st and 3rd Sun 12.30pm
0414 576 366 - 4344 1070

Gosford RSL 
Women’s Auxiliary

For women over 18 years.
Raise money for welfare of 
veterans and their families 
RSL Club, West Gosford
4th Mon 2pm 4323 7336

Peninsula Women’s 
Health Centre

Counselling, therapeutic and 
social groups, workshops, 

domestic violence and abuse 
issues. All services by women 

for women
4342 5905

www.cccwhc.com.au

WOWGIRLS Wave
of Wisdom

WOWGIRLS Wave of Wisdom 
connects women and local 

businesses around a common 
theme of wellbeing to share 
wisdom and explore life’s 

potential.
Regular PowWows, WOW 

Wisdom gatherings, WOW days 
and WOW courses.

www.wowgirls.com.au
info@wowgirls.com.au

yy pp yy ggDiirecttory - Nott ffor profifi tt CCommuniitty OOrganiisattiionsyy pp yy ggDirectory - Not for profi t Community Organisations

Entries in the Not For Profi t Community Organisations Directory are free. However, we require each organisation to subscribe to each newspaper to ensure 
that someone from that organisation keeps their entry up to date. Australia Post is about to increase their postage rates by over 42% and we can no longer 

continue to absorb these increases. Subscription rates have therefore needed to be increased from $50 to $75 for 25 editions.
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If you would like your Community Organisa� on 
listed here, see www.duckscrossing.org or 

www.centralcoastnewspapers.com for the forms or 
contact Central Coast Newspapers on - 4325 7369
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Out&About

The Peninsula Diary of EventsThe Peninsula Diary of Events
For events in post code areas 2256 and 2257

If you’ve got something happening on the Peninsula over the next few weeks, let us know about it
 and we’ll list it here for you, for free. Contact details are on page 2. See the Coast Community News for events in post code 

areas 2250, 2251 & 2260 and the Wyong Regional Chronicle for events in  post code areas 2258, 2259, 2261, 2262 & 2263

Emergency
Ambulance, Police, Fire 000
Police Assistance Line 131 444
Crime Stoppers 1800 333 000
Woy Woy Police Station 4379 7399
Energy Australia 13 13 88
Gas Emergency 131 909
Gosford City Council 4325 8222
Marine Rescue NSW - 
Central Coast 4325 7929
SES - Storm and Flood 
Emergency 132 500

Aboriginal & Torres Strait 

Islander Organisations
Mingaletta 4342 7515
Aboriginal Home Care 4321 7215
Drug & Alcohol rehab 4388 6360

Accommodation
Dept. of Housing Gosford 4323 5211
Cassie4Youth 4322 3197
Coast Shelter 4325 3540
Pacifi c Link Com Housing 4324 7617
Rumbalara Youth Refuge 4325 7555
Samaritans Youth 
Services 4351 1922
Youth Angle • Woy Woy 4341 8830
Woy Woy Youth Cottage 4341 9027

Animal Rescue
Wildlife Arc 4325 0666
Wires 1300 094 737

Community Centres
Peninsula Community 
Centre 4341 9333
Men’s Shed Cluster Inc 0413 244 484

Counselling
Centacare: 4324 6403
Relationship Australia: 1300 364 277
Interrelate: 1800 449 118

Family and Relationships
Centacare Gosford 4324 6403 
Central Coast Family Support 
Service 4340 1099
Horizons (For men with children)  4351 5008
Uniting Care Burnside
  Gosford 1800 067 967

Health
Poisons Information 131 126
Ambulance Text Mobile 106
Ambulance GSM 112
Gosford Hospital 4320 2111
Woy Woy Hospital 4344 8444
Sexual Health @ Gosford 
Hospital 4320 2114
After Hours GP Help Line 1800 022 222

Legal & Financial Help
Financial Counselling 
Service 4334 2304
Tenants’ Advice and Advocacy 
Service 4353 5515
Woy Woy Court 4344 0111

Libraries
Gosford district:
 Umina Beach 4304 7333
 Woy Woy 4304 7555
Problems, 
Habits & Addiction
Alcoholics Anonymous 4323 3890
Narcotics Anonymous 4325 0524
Professional support 
phone services:
Mental Health Line 1800 011 511
Beyondblue 1300 224 636
Domestic Violence Line 1800 656 463
Lifeline 13 11 14
Kids Help Line 1800 551 800
Griefl ine 1300 845 745
Suicide Call Back Service 
1300 659 467

Transport
Taxi 131 008
Busways 4368 2277
City Rail 131 500

Welfare Services
Gosford Family Support 4340 1585
Meals on Wheels 4341 6699 
Department of Community Services
 Gosford 4336 2400
The Salvation Army 4325 5733
Samaritans Emergency 
Relief 4393 2450
St Vincent De Paul Society 
HELPLINE 4323 6081

Peninsula directory Peninsula directory 
of services, contacts of services, contacts 
and support groupsand support groups

Ambulance, 

Police, Fire 000

Tuesday, Nov 29
The Good Morning Ettalong 

Show, at the Ettalong Diggers 
Memorial Club, from 10:30am

Thursday, Dec 1
Darkc3ll, Woy Woy Leagues 

Club
Hula for health, with the 

Peninsula pacifi c island Group, 
Ettalong 50+ Leisure and 
Learning Centre, 12pm to 1pm

Folk Art Group, Ettalong 50+ 
Leisure and Learning Centre, 
12:30pm to 2:30pm

Saturday, Dec 3
Rotary Christmas Tree sale, 

Woy Woy Train Station car park, 
7am until sold out and December 
4, 10 and 11

Woy Woy Country Women’s 
Association Festive Fair, CWA 
Rooms, Woy Woy, 10am

Black Rheno at Club Statik, 
Woy Woy Leagues Club

Birth of The King Christmas 
Carols at Woy Woy Seven Day 
Adventist Church, 83 Blackwall 
Rd Woy Woy. December 3rd 
6pm to 8:30pm

Crawfi sh Stew Band at The 
Bayview Hotel in Woy Woy from 
8:30pm

Sunday, Dec 4
Jam at Hardys Bay Club from 

3pm every Sunday

Monday, Dec 5
Frantastics Choir performs at 

Peninsula Community Centre, 
2pm

Troubadour Folk Club special 
house concert featuring Bruce 
Watson

Saturday, Dec 10
Community Christmas Dinner 

at Pearl Beach Memorial Hall 
from 6:30pm

Ben Woodham at Margarita 
Daze, Umina from 6pm

On The Track, The Life 
of Henry Lawson, Patonga 
Progress Hall, 8pm

Monday, Dec 12
Ben Woodham at Woy Woy 

Leagues Xmas Party from 7pm

Tuesday, Dec 13
Shower Singers Country 

Night at Wagstaffe Hall, 6pm to 
8:30pm

Thursday, Dec 15
Ben Woodham at The 

Bayview Hotel, WoyWoy from 
8pm

Saturday, Dec 17
Troubadour Folk and Acoustic 

Music Club Christmas Party, 
CWA Hall, Woy Woy, bring a 
plate, 7pm

Vov Dylan and the Palace 
Orchestra Christmas Special, 
Ettalong Diggers memorial Club, 
7:30pm

Friday, Dec 23
Family Carols with Santa at 

Pearl Beach Memorial Hall from 
4:30pm

Saturday, Dec 31
Killcare Rocks the 80s 

with Melinda Schneider and 
Australian Rock Royalty, Killcare 
Surf Club, 6:30pm for 7pm start

Bobby Bruce as Nearly Neil 
Diamond, Ettalong Diggers 
Memorial Club, with special 
guests Kim Hart and Ashleigh 
Toole as Barbra Streisand, 8pm

Saturday, Jan 7
Elvis is in the building, The 

Ultimates Elvis Tribute, Ettalong 
Diggers Memorial Club 

Members of the Bays 
Community came out in 
force and in pink recently 
to support Breast Cancer 
Research.

As part of the traditional Pink 
Ribbon campaign, the Bays 
Community Hall was the scene for 
a Pink Ribbon breakfast.

Many who attended wore pink 
and the pink cupcakes were a 
favourite with young and old.

Newsletter, 14 Nov 2016
Bob Puffett, The Bays 
Community group Inc

Pink day at the Bays

Carols will be held Hardys 
Bay waterfront on December 
18 from 6:30pm.

This annual event will be hosted 
by Hardys Bay Community Church, 
with support from the local Rural 
Fire Service and parents from 
Pretty Beach Public School.

There will be entertainment 
from 20-year-old singer-songwriter 
Natasha Lee, who will perform 
original and cover songs.

At 7:30pm, the carols program 
begins.

Guests this year include the 
Strings group from Pretty Beach 
Public School, and Loco Femme, 
a group of fi ve local women who 

love blending voice, harmony 
and fun while singing a range of 
contemporary and world music.

There will be an appearance by 
Santa who, as is now customary 
at this event, will not give presents 
but rather receive donations, to 
support the important work with the 
homeless done by Coast Shelter.

Join the hundreds who come 
together to relax and enjoy 
Christmas with family, friends and 
community, and to remember the 
reason for the season.

If there is wet weather, the event 
will move to nearby Hardys Bay 
Club in Heath Rd.

Email, 23 Nov 2016
Stephen Hinks, Hardys Bay

Carols to be held
at Hardys Bay

Tickets have gone on sale 
for the annual Opera in the 
Arboretum, to be held on 
March 25 next year.

Event coordinator Mr John 
Greenway said the line-up for 
the 12th annual Opera in the 
Arboretum was “star studded”.

He said tenor David Hobson 
would be the main attraction, 
supported by mezzo-soprano 
Sally-Anne Russell, soprano 
Michaele Archer and baritone 
Andrew Jones.

“Pianist Francis Greep, cellist 

Sally Maer and the Central Coast 
Chamber Orchestra under the 
baton of Patrick Brennan will 
support the artists,” Mr Greenway 
said.

Primary school students are 
free and tickets range from $36 
for high school students through to 
$70 for adults.

More information for the Rotary 
Club of Woy Woy’s major charity 
event can be found at the website 
opera.pearl-beach.com.

Media release, 22 Nov 2016
John Greenway, Opera 

in the Arboretum

Opera tickets 
go on sale
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Classifi eds
ANTENNAS

BATHROOM

BOREWATER

BUILDER

CLEANING ELECTRICIANS

BOOKKEPING

DOORS&WINDOWS

DANCE ENTERTAINMENT

A Better Picture
Antenna & Digital 
Installations & Tuning
New home specialist

Credit cards OK
HAYWARD VIDEO

All areas
Gosford 4323 6367

Woy Woy 4344 4414
Warnervale 1800 244 456

0412 685 555

BKW
Electrical Services

Lic No:248126C
Lights - Fans - 
Power - Reno's 
Switchboards -
Security lights

No job too small
Call Ben on

0404 093 299

Carpentry 
- Building

over 30 years 
experience

Local know how - 
working with pride 

and honesty
Paul Skinner

Lic 62898c

0432 216 020
or 4339 2317

Your total acoustic 
blues/roots package, 
top to toe, and then 
some. Minnie the 
Moocher to Eagle 
Rock and on into indie 
roots, beatnik jazz, 
backhills bluegrass 
and prog folk. 
Available as duo, trio 
or band negotiable 
for your party, event 
or venue. 
tomfl ood@hotmail.com 

4324 2801

BluesAngels

Weston & Wilson 
Cleaning Services

Domestic, end of lease, 
holiday & vacate cleans.

Regular or one off. 
Fully insured, WWC & 

Police check avail.
From $35 hour.

Maryanne
0403 505 812

Same day service 
Guaranteed 

Lighting, Power Points, 
Phone & Data, 
Fault Finding, 

No job too small.
Seniors Discount.

Lic number 265652C

YOUR LOCAL 
ELECTRICIAN 

4308 6771

TJM Bathroom 
Renovations

Quality 
Workmanship at 
affordable prices

Call Tony

0411 678 203
tjmbathrooms.com.au

lic15642c

Carpenter
(Semi Retired)

Lic 1355c - Fully Insured

For all your home 
maintenance repairs 

and small jobs
contact Max Hull

for a friendly reliable 
service

4342 5893
0413 485 286

All quotes obligation free

AJ Donnellan
Carpenter & 

Joiner
For all your carpentry needs

Specialising in Joinery

Call Anthony

0419 611 637
Lic#R92786

30 Years
Experience

MGL 
CARPENTRY

Carpenter & Joiner
40yrs Experience

Decks, Pergolas, Doors, 
Windows etc

Fully Insured - Call Gary
0458 130 829

4341 1346
no labour & materials over $1000

Mobile Service

Mobile Service

Security : Entrance : Interior :

Bifold : Wardrobe Doors :

Alluminium Glass Sliding Doors and

Windows : Blinds : Awnings :

Alluminium Quickslat Screening :

Dog And Cat Doors : Fly Screens :

Locks : Wheels And Tracks 

ALL MAINTENANCE 
AND REPAIRS

Unit 1/14 Alma Avenue Woy Woy

4339 2424
0402 186 546

POLICE MASTERS LIC 409982903
SECURITY LIC 2E409965334

CARPENTRY JOINER LIC 256823C

Not For Profi t Organisations
Not for profi t organisations’ events 
advertisements are subsidised.

A mono 5cm advertisement only costs $20 + GST.
Each additional cm is only an additional $4 + GST, 

colour is $6 + GST and a photograph or logo is an 
additional $6 + GST.

Private advertisements
Private advertisements only cost $33. 

Each additional cm costs $6.60 as does colour, and a 
photograph or a logo.

Private advertisements need to be paid for at the time 
of booking.

Business rates
A one off advertisement only costs $40 + GST in 
mono and an extra $8 + GST for colour, a logo or 
a photograph.

Advertising on an ongoing basis attracts discounts if 
paid for in full in advance.

3 months $215 + GST, 6 months $385 + GST, 12 
months $700 + GST – Approximately $14 per week.

Having the same advertisement in one of the other 
Central Coast Newspapers as well attracts an additional 
10% discount for those advertisements.

If in the third paper as well, it will attract a 15% discount 
which drops to $11.50 + GST per week in that paper.

Artwork is free and advertisers are encouraged to 
change their advertisements frequently.

Online classifi ed advertising rates

Online only
GosfordClassifi eds.com.au is one of a network 
of 10 websites which form one of the largest 
independent online classifi eds network in NSW 
with over 350,000 annual visitors, over 80,000 
online advertisements and over 15,000 business 
advertisements. 

A premium VIP online business advertisement on 
GosfordClassifi eds.com.au only costs $299 for 3 months, 
$399 for 6 months and, $499 for 12 months.

It costs a similar amount to go on any one of the other 
nine Sydney based websites as well, or only $1699 for all 
sites for 12 months.

The other sites cover Bondi, Manly, Newtown, Cronulla, 
South Sydney, St George, West Sydney, North Sydney, 
Wollongong and suburbs surrounding those areas.

All that we require for you to have an online advertisement 
such as this is: 1) Heading for the advertisement; 2) Text 
for the body; and, 3) Up to 3 images if required i.e. logos 
etc.

Combined online and 
print advertising

Combined print and online packages have been 
created providing further discounts.

 Having a Gosford classifi eds premium on line 
advertisement plus a printed advertisement in one 
newspaper will only cost $495 for 3 months, $695 for 6 
months and $999 for 12 months.

Having it in two newspapers as well as online costs 
$595 for 3 months, $995 for 6 months and $1499 for 12 
months.

To be in all three newspapers as well as online costs 
$795 for 3 months, $1395 for 6 months and $1899 for 12 
months. 

See page 2 for contact details. 
All newspaper advertisements have a minimum 
of two weeks’ shelf life.

Prices for classifi ed 
advertisements in these pages 

come in three categories

GosfordClassifi eds.com.au 
for online Central Coast 

classifi ed advertisements

Antenna sales 
and installations

TV and Audio 
Repairs

4341 8860 - 4341 7332
0473 468272

FENCING

BLUEPRINT
F E N C I N G

All types of 
fencing, gates and 

retaining walls
Call Luke

Free quotes

0401 347 247

Bores and 
Spears
Install high quality 

pumps and maintenance 
free spears, existing 

systems reconditioned, 
all work guaranteed. 
Warren Greenway
Ph: 4341 7736

Mob: 0408 225 390
lic No. DL1960

Registered BAS Agent
Member of Institute of Certifi ed 

Bookkeepers
Accredited and experienced

with various accounting 
packages

Contact Ken
www.gosfordbookkeeping.com.au 

0417 657 414

Bore Water 
Pumps

Spear pump installations, 
repairs & maintenance for 

all types of pumps
est 1978

John Woolley 
4342 2024

To advertise here call 

4325 7369

Central Coast 
Bush Dance. 

Learn Australian Bush Dance. 
Fun, Fitness, Social.

Beginners welcome.
Partner not required.

Casual dress.
A caring teacher & some 

experienced dancers create 
an enjoyable learning 

experience .
(Men, if you have two 

left feet, bring them both!)

Friday nights
7 to 9.30 pm - $7 

Scout Hall, 15 Wattle Street,  
East Gosford.

Anne Marie 4325 7369
Phillip 0417 161 896.

Unique cleaning and 
fl oor restoration
Carpet and upholstery 

cleaning.
Window cleaning.

High pressure cleaning.
Tile cleaning, indoor and 

outdoor.
External house wash.

House cleaning.
Affordable prices.

0421 493 447

www.troubadour.org.au

4342 6716

The 
Troubadour 

Folk and Acoustic 
Music Club

SATURDAY 
DEC 17
at 7pm

Christmas 
Party

CWA Hall 
Woy Woy
Tickets 

$10/13/15

FOR SALE

Upright piano. 
Well loved. 
Great for 

beginners. Must 
arrange pick up. 

FREE TO 
GOOD 
HOME

Ph Jackie on 
0402 402 295
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The Shame File
Central Coast Newspapers has a very liberal credit 
policy for advertisers and realises that from time to 
time, people, businesses and organisations get into 

fi nancial diffi culty and may need assistance and time 
to get things back on track.

However, some people, businesses and organisations 
take advantage of this generosity they use advertising 

but simply don’t pay their account after several 
months and need to be taken to court to do so.
From time to time, as necessary, we will name 
these people, businesses or organisations as a 

warning to our readers so that they will be 
wary when dealing with them.

•  Affordable Roof 
Solutions - Brad 
Sedgewick Ettalong

•  Sharon Martin - Devine 
Image

•  Depp Studios - Formerly 
of  Umina

•  Stan Prytz of ASCO Bre 
Concreting

•  Andrew and Peter 
Compton

•  Bruce Gilliard Roofi ng of 
Empire Bay

•  Jamie McNeilly formerly 
of Jamie’s Lawn Mowing, 
Woy Woy

•  William McCorriston 
of  Complete Bathroom 
Renovations 

•  First Premier Electrical 
Service of Umina Beach

•  High Thai-d Restaurant of 
Umina Beach

•  Mal’s Seafood & 
Charcoal Chicken of 
Ettalong Beach

•  Simon Jones - All external 
cleaning and sealing 
services

•  Erroll Baker, former 
barber, Ettalong

•  Tony Fitzpatrick, Trading 
as Futuretek Roof 
Constructions

•  Tye King - Formerly The 
Fish Trap Ettalong Beach

•  Jessica Davis of Erina 
- Trading as A1 cleaning 
services

•  Simon and Samantha 
Hague, Trading as By the 
Bay Takeaway Empire Bay

•  Rick Supplice of Ettalong 
Beach, Trading as Rick’s 
Flyscreens

•  Mountain Mutts - Monique 
Leon, Ettalong Beach

•  Skippers Take away 
Seafood Marilyn Clarke, 
Umina

•  RJ’s Diner - Woy Woy
•  Thomas James Clinton, 

Trading as TMA Products 
& AthroBalm & Effective 
Business Solutions of 
Ettalong

•  Greenultimate Solar PTY 
LTD

•  Menhir Tapas & Bar PTY 
LTD

•  Singapore Zing Cafe, 
Umina

Deliveries & Removals, Local 
Sydney, Newcastle & Country.

Single items or a house full.
Competitive rates.

02 4342 147902 4342 1479
0411 049 5590411 049 559

Gosford 
Scottish 
Country 
Dancers 

hold an intermediate class 
on Wednesdays from 7 to 

10 pm at Wyoming - It’s an 
excellent form of exercise 
which brings men, women 
and young people together 
socially, learning new and 

old dances in a very friendly 
relaxed atmosphere

No experience or partner 
necessary 

All ages welcome 
Cost $7.00 per week -

Contact Janice on
4388 2253

Same day service 
Guaranteed 

Blocked drains, Leaking 
taps and toilets, Hot 

water and all aspects 
Of pluming drainage and 

gas fi tting.
Lic number 265652C

YOUR LOCAL 
PLUMBER 

4346 4057

Umina Beach 
Plumbing

All aspects of 
plumbing:

Drainage and 
Gasfi tting, Domestic 
and Maintenance 

Works
Installation of 
Hot Water tanks 

4344 3611
0402 682 812

Lic 164237c

Tiling Wall 
& Floor 

Property 
Maintenance

0439 589 426
homes2nv@gmail.com

TILING

TUITION - DANCE

TUITION - MUSIC

REMOVALS

ROOFING

WANTED TO BUY

PLUMBING

PHOTOGRAPHY

BUCELLO’S 
Painting Services
•  Residential and 

Commercial
• Interior and Exterior
• New Work and Repaints

Free Quotes
All work guaranteed

0410 404 664

Metal roofi ng
All aspects

Gutters, Downpipes
Skylights

Custom fl ashings
Growe Installations 

P/L
0431 136 092
0404 340 570

Lic 282094c

KEN WARREN
HOME

MAINTENANCE
Lawn Mowing & 

Garden Maintenance
High Pressure Cleaning

Handyman Service
Insured Free Quotes

0402 610 142
PAINTER

POSITION VACANT

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICESPAINTING

Gosford,
Casual senior 
shopkeeper, 

sandwich 
experience,
early starts, 
non-smoker, 

0438 199 114

Learn to play 
harmonica at your 

own pace at my 
place or 

Skype at yours
www.harmonicatom.com.au

phone 02 4324 2801
email tom@tomfl ood.com.au

$40 hr or $25 1/2 hr
Skyperharp: pay by PayPal

SPRINGFIELD, NSW

Shop 12 - Ebbtide Mall 
155 The Entrance Rd

The Entrance

4333 8555

CASH PAID
for good quality 

Swords, Knives and 
War memorabilia.

For large collections 
home visit available
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KITCHENS
Quality Laminate 

Benchtops 
supplied and 

seconds for sale
R&J Benchtops

Gosford

0456 884 545
LAWNMOWING

Eyecare 
Lawnmowing 
and Stump 
Grinding 
Services

Call Jamie 

0413 088 128
www.eyecarelawnmowing.com.au 

MASTER PAINTER
QUALITY TRADESMAN 
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR ALL ASPECTS 

OF PAINTING AND DECORATING
DULUX  LEADING THE INDUSTRY 

I DO IT ALL
Mention this ad get 10% or 20% 

pensioner/senior or concession card.
Local fully qualifi ed licences tradesman 

with all the experience and skills
10 million insurance cover NRMA - Acra tex render texture 

applicator - waterproofer - plasterer interior/exterior

0466 966 547
CONTACT JONATHAN

qualitytradesman@hotmail.com

A
B

N
84

76
52

19
67

1

Lic: 217611c

HANDY MAN

Handyman
Gardening

Weeding & Yards 
Clean Ups

Odd Jobs around 
the home

Fully Insured
Ph: William

0478 672 079

FOR SALE

2001 Hyundai Accent GL
3 door sedan, 5 speed manual

11 months rego
Only 125,000 ks, log books,

full service history
Air conditioned, power steering

Very clean, economical, reliable, 
small car. Only $2,750

Ph: 0410 522 070

To advertise 
here call us 

on 4325 7369

LOST MINI FOX 
TERRIER “PATCH” 
- missing since 18 November 

and last seen in the Woy 
Woy / Umina area.  If you 
have any information call 

0413 122 218 asap.  Patch 
is a treasured member of our 
family and we are desperate 
to have him home. A reward 
for his safe return is offered.  

RESTAURANT 
STAFF REQUIRED

 Cooks & Managers 
urgently required

for Poongothai pty ltd.
Indian restaurant 

in Terrigal
◄IMMEDIATE START►

email resumes to
contactthegrandpavilion

@gmail.com

Gent Widower
Early 70s, medium build, 
170cm tall, good health.
Wishes to meet lady mid 

60s+ similar to myself.
A companion for many 
outings, travel, dining 
etc and happy times 

together.
Ladies please call Rod.

0425 233 840
best after 4pm 

Australian folk 
songwriter and 
performer Bruce Watson 
will perform at a house 
concert organised by 
the Troubadour Folk 
Club in Woy Woy on 
Monday, December 5.

Based in Melbourne, he 
performs around Australia 
and New Zealand at 
festivals, clubs and other 
venues.

Troubadour president Mr 
Michael Fine said: “Bruce is 
a hilarious humourist and a 
writer and performer with the 
power to move audiences to 
tears.

“His performances 
are joyful and thoroughly 
engaging with witty lyrics 
and energetic presentation,” 

he said.
“He is a masterful 

craftsman of songs, be 
they evocative and heart 
wrenching or side-splittingly 
funny,” he said.

Bruce is also giving a 
ukulele workshop in Woy 
Woy, which may be booked 
together with the house 
concert.

For more information 
about the special house 
concert call 4342 6716.

Email, 24 Nov 2016
Michael Fine, Troubadour 

Folk Club

Bruce Watson to sing 
at house concert



APPROX. TIME LAG AFTER FORT DENISON
Ettalong 40 min, Rip Bridge 2hrs - Wisemans Ferry 2 hrs 30 min, Koolewong 2 hrs 10 min 

In view of the variations caused by local conditions and meteorological effects, these times are approximate and 
must be considered as a guide only. They are not to be relied on for critical depth calculations for safe navigation.  

Actual times of High and Low Water may occur before or after the times indicated

LAT 33° 51’ S   -   LONG 151° 14’ E   -   TIME ZONE   -   1000
Times and Heights(m) of high and low waters

Time - Height(m)
Add one hour to the times below when Daylight Saving is in force

0152 0.50
0827 1.73
1454 0.47
2045 1.40
0335 0.54
1009 1.80
1644 0.39
2243 1.37
0008 1.33
0534 0.65
1202 1.72
1847 0.44
0248 1.35
0820 0.74
1435 1.56
2121 0.45
0545 1.65
1153 0.56
1756 1.52

0226 0.50
0900 1.77
1530 0.43
2124 1.40
0413 0.57
1045 1.79
1723 0.40
2324 1.35
0056 1.32
0622 0.69
1246 1.66
1935 0.46
0349 1.42
0930 0.72
1542 1.52
2217 0.43
0003 0.36
0637 1.78
1258 0.44
1857 1.53

0300 0.52
0934 1.79
1606 0.40
2202 1.39
0452 0.61
1123 1.76
1803 0.42

0149 1.32
0717 0.72
1336 1.61
2027 0.46
0449 1.52
1044 0.66
1650 1.51
2312 0.39
0055 0.33
0729 1.90
1357 0.32
1956 1.54
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Out&About

The Patonga Progress 
Hall will be one of the fi rst 
venues to host On The Track, 
a musical and theatrical 
exploration of the troubled 
life behind the genius of 
Henry Lawson.

Lawson’s work was instrumental 
in shaping the Australian character 
but most Australians do not know 
much at all about his life.

Musician Mark Tainsh spent 
three years writing the music and 
narration that go together with 
Lawson’s words to form On The 
Track, a treatment of Lawson’s life 
from age 14 until his death.

Patonga resident Mark Austin 
will be narrator and will play 
snippets from about 10 different 
Lawson characters throughout the 
performance.

“It is kind of a musical and a 
play reading,’ Mr Austin said.

“I will start to tell a story and that 
will give the audience an idea of 
the part of Lawson’s life it is set in 
and that will move into a song,” he 
said.

The performance consists of 
15 songs all using Lawson’s lyrics 
except for one Tainsh wrote and 
another he arranged based on the 
short story of the Drover’s Wife.

Mark Tainsh said Lawson’s 
poetry was perfect to be set to 
music and every folk musician 
would “have a go” at doing just 

that.
Lawson’s disciplined meter 

provided a challenge for folk 
musicians who tended to like a bit 
of lyrical irregularity “to give you 
the freedom to change things” Mr 
Tainsh said.

“The music is mostly folk but my 
son, Miles, who wrote the music 
with me is a classical guitarist and 
has done a jazz CD too so there 
are different genres but it is mostly 
folk,” he said.

The play has been performed 
once only, in the Blue Mountains 
earlier this year, and Mr Tainsh 
has been invited to Grenfell next 
year to perform the work as part of 
the Henry Lawson Festival, which 
will mark the 15oth anniversary of 
Lawson’s birth.

“Lawson’s was an important life 
because it took place around the 
Federation and all the politics were 
swilling around at that time,” Mr 
Tainsh said.

The rivalry between Lawson 
and Banjo Patterson about their 
views of life in the bush is also 
captured.

“There’s not a lot of fuss, no 
lighting changes or set changes. It 
is pretty well done in a space,” Mr 
Austin said.

The play captures Lawson 
in conversation with his mother, 
trekking through the desert, in 
the company of his old drunkard 
mates.

Other scenes portray Henry 
Lawson’s attempted suicide and 
his incarceration for failing to pay 
child support.

“I was probably like about 
nine out of 10 Australians before 
I started reading Mark Tainsh’s 
script; I knew Lawson was one of 
our great poets but I didn’t know 
anything about his life and it was a 
tragic life,” Mr Austin said.

“He was deaf at 14, dyslexic, 
a total alcoholic and yet he wrote 
some of the greatest words in 
Australian history.

“Not many people know that 
Henry Lawson died a pauper 
even though he was granted a 
Commonwealth Funeral.

“It will make for a nice night’s 
entertainment and the best part of 
the whole thing is the music.”

Mark Tainsh, his son Miles and 
daughter Lucia will perform the 
songs at Patonga as part of The 
Mountain Push band.

“We have two guitars, a whistle, 
a fl ute and a cellist that plays 
banjo,” Mr Tainsh said.

Tickets are $25 for the 
performance at Patonga Progress 
Hall on Saturday, December 
10, and are available through 
lawsonpatonga.eventbrite.com.au

Interviews, 24 Nov 2016
Mark Austin, Patonga
Mark Tainsh, Sydney

Reporter: Jackie Pearson

Exploration of troubled 
life of Henry Lawson

Ettalong Beach Arts and 
Crafts Centre will use funds 
raised at its annual Christmas 
exhibition and sale to 
purchase equipment for 
the centre, service its offi ce 
equipment, for gardening 
and general maintenance 
and repairs.

EBACC committee member, 
Ms Penny Howard said the 2016 
Christmas Exhibition and Fair was 
“a very successful weekend thanks 
to the hard work from all involved.

“A lot of positive feedback 
was received regarding the high 
standard of the setup, organisation 
and items for sale,” Ms Howard 
said.

“Our members are not only 
skilful artists but they can cook 
up a storm and none could resist 
the sweet and savoury delights for 
sale.

“A visit from Big Bad Bart and 
Daisy May had us all laughing 
and the sweet refrains from the a 
capella quartet Topaz kept us all 
singing along.

“The children made wonderful 
sun catchers and then moved 
along to enter the colouring in 
competition and there were plenty 
of happy faces at the end of the 
day.

“It was pleasing to see a steady 
fl ow of visitors during the weekend 
and the time fl ew by so all-in-all 
it was a joyful event with a great 
atmosphere,” she said.

Newsletter, 22 Nov 2016
Penny Howard, Ettalong Beach 

Arts and Crafts Centre

Sale funds used 
to buy equipment

Cheryl Whyatt and Cheryl Jones at the EBACC exhibition and sale

The Umina Men’s Shed team
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CAMPBELL BUILDING MATERIALS 
GO WHERE THE TRADIES GO

MON-FRI: 7am-5pm SATURDAY: 8am-4pm SUNDAY: 9am-2pm

182 Blackwall Rd (Cnr Allfi eld Rd), Woy Woy. Tel: 4341 1411

Austin Teardrop 

Wicker Egg Chair

GREAT VALUE

$299

Wattyl Premium Ceiling 

Paint 6L Flat Finish White

Finish Interior 6L 

Low Sheen White

Finish Exterior 6L 

Low Sheen White

Weathergard Decking 

Oil 6L Natural

Wheelbarrow Poly 

Tray 100L

Lifetime 1.8m Bi-Fold 

Blow Mould Trestle Table

1.2m $49

TOP DEAL

$199

TOP DEAL

$49
TOP DEAL

$49
TOP DEAL

$49
TOP DEAL

$39

TOP DEAL

$59
23/11 to 24/12

Four-time Bowls Australia 
International Bowler of 
the Year and Ettalong 
Memorial Bowling Club 
local Aron Sherriff will head 
a strong contingent at the 
World Championships in 
Christchurch from November 
29 to December 11.

The Jackaroo will be looking to 
defend Leif Selby’s 2012 singles 
gold medal.

He will also be eager to defend 
the men’s fours title he won in 
2012.

Joining him are fellow 
international veterans Brett Wilkie 
and Mark Casey, both members 
of that victorious fours team from 
2012, along with South Australian 
Wayne Ruediger.

Newsletter, 22 Nov 2016
Neil Dalrymple, Bowls Australia

Sherriff 
to head 
national 

contingent

Aron Sherriff will compete in the World Championships

The Brisbane Water Bridge 
Club held its annual 
Remembrance Day Pairs on 
Friday, November 11.

The winners were Jaan Oitmaa 
and Sylvia Foster with 59.5 per 
cent.

Second place went to Marie 

Purkiss and Elizabeth Lawrence 
with 59 per cent.

Third spot went to Louis Koolen 
and Barbara Grant with 57.7 per 
cent.

Submission, 23 Nov 2016
Jenny Buckley, Brisbane 

Water Bridge Club

Killcare Surf Life Saving Club 
member Ms Chloe Penn has 
been selected for the Central 
Coast Interbranch team for 
the 2016-17 season.

“Chloe has been one of our 
stand out runners over the last few 
years and her hard work has paid 
off,” said club president Mr Peter 

Bagnall.
“Chloe will now travel far and 

wide representing the Central 
Coast, and Killcare, of course, 
against other branches and we’ve 
no doubt she will do us proud,” Mr 
Bagnall said.

Newsletter, 11 Nov 2016
Craig Sheppard, Killcare SLSC

Bridge club
plays pairs

Chloe is selected 
for inter-branch
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