
For each issue of Peninsula 

News, we have more news 

items about the Peninsula 

than we have space to print.
This issue, we have 71 

articles, of which we were able to 

SOURCE:

Mark Snell, editor

19 Apr 2021

 ... and another 32 articles in this supplement
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GUST sees completion of 

Guyangil Park project
Objectors to council projects 

are often characterised as 

vocal critics who do not 

undertake constructive 

projects.

SOURCE:

Social media, 16 May 2021

Michelle Chandler, GUST

Mary Mac’s volunteer 

Ms Gabrielle Grenier has 

been named Central Coast 

Volunteer of the Year.

SOURCE:

Social media, 27 May 2021

Sally Liedberg, Mary Mac’s Place



Year’s rainfall is spot on average

At its heart, Peninsula News is a 

It welcomes and relies on the 
contributions provided voluntarily and at 
no cost by local organisations, groups 
and residents.

The newspaper aims to be accessible 
to the community - both through making 
its columns accessible to community 
groups and by having copies available in 
accessible locations, including through 
its website.

The following policies and guidelines 
are designed to support the aims and 
standards of the newspaper.

Locality
The newspaper's editorial policy 

To qualify for publication, articles must 

For example, they must be about activities 

people.
The newspaper is not regional or national 

in nature, so regional or national issues will 
not be canvassed except as they affect the 

Regional sports will only be covered 

Regional plans will only be aired in the 

possible.

Readability 
To ensure that the newspaper serves 

its purpose, it must be readable and 

represent the interests and activities 

Contributions to the paper are edited 
to consistent standards of readability. 
Guidelines are available for intending 
contributors.

All items will be dated. They must contain 
the name of the author to whom the 
contribution may be attributed, with their 

or organisation. Anonymous contributions 
will not be accepted.

Forum letters
The Forum section provides the 

readability, including for length, spelling 
and grammar, and to avoid legal liability on 
the part of the newspaper, or they may be 
declined altogether. 

Contributors are asked to keep their 

contributions to the matter at hand, and to 
focus on the issues and not abuse or insult 
others.

Other than in the case of holding public 

opposed to criticism of particular opinions) 
is unlikely to be published in the interests 
of facilitating the expression of a diversity 
of views.

All letter writers need to supply name, 
address and contact details. Only name 
and suburb will be published.

Contributors who do not wish the wording 
of their letter to be changed at all should 
make a note to this effect when submitting 
their letter. In some cases, this may result in 
the letter not being published.

Corrections

However, mistakes can still slip 

If you believe we have got something 
wrong, whether an error of fact or 
interpretation, we ask that you write to us 
by email with details for publication. These 
corrections may appear as Forum letters 
or as news items and should conform to 
our requirements for news and Forum 
contributions.

Source lines
Peninsula News includes “source 

which aim to provide readers with 

It should not be assumed that the article 
is a verbatim reproduction of the source. 
Similarly, it should not be assumed that any 
reporter listed is necessarily responsible for 
writing the whole news item. Source lines 
are not by-lines.

Often articles come from a number of 
sources. They are edited for readability 
and reader interest and given different 
headings, and consequently can be 
expressed quite differently from the source 
material.

information in three ways: It is sent to us 
by someone wanting to promote their 
activities; it is sent to us in response to our 
inquiries; or it comes from a newsletter or 
other document to which we have access. 

Sometimes we may interview a person or 
report what they said at a meeting.

The following descriptions are used:
Media Release - unsolicited contributions. 

Media Statement - sent in response to 
our questions. Website or Social Media - 
information published online. Newsletter 
or Report - published in print or online. 
Interview or  - statements recorded 
by a reporter. 

Forum contributions may be: Email if sent 
electronically and Letter if written on paper.
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a little time for us to get back to you. Our volunteers usually have other jobs and 
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TIDE 

TIMES 

and 

Heights

AT FORT

Mon, May 31

Tue, Jun 1

Wed, Jun 2

Thu, Jun 3

Fri, Jun 4

Sat, Jun 5

Sun, Jun 6

Mon, Jun 7

Tue, Jun 8

Wed, Jun 9

Thu, Jun 10

Fri, Jun 11

Sat, Jun 12

Sun, Jun 13

Mon, Jun 14

to assist with the clean-up 

at the Blackwall Girl Guides 

Raking the grounds started 
early and sweeping leaves from 

the roof.

picked up to be taken to the tip 
later in the morning.

Sue Tee gave the gate a fresh 

new.
“The grounds looked pretty 

said president Ms Joan Redmond. 
“A refreshing cuppa, with cake, 

and a chat around the tea pot, 

waste to the tip.
SOURCE:

Social media, 18 May 2021

Joan Redmond, Rotary Woy Woy

Rotary Club helps with clean-up

Pearl Beach resident Dr 

Stephanie Short is the new 

Keynote speaker was Member 
for Sydney Mr Alex Greenwich, 

Tesch, who attended the meeting, 
said she was happy to co-sponsor 

She said members of her 
community had been expressing 
the importance of voluntary 
assisted dying law reform since 

SOURCE:

Media release, 25 May 2021

only light rain forecast for the 
weekend.

The average May rainfall is 

two weeks of the month, with only 

month with an average rainfall of 

SOURCE:

Spreadsheet, 28 May 2021

Jim Morrison, Umina
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P R O P E R T Y

Penguins on Lion Island 

are among “the main 

trees, reserves, and 

growers and slash red 
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Details of a proposal for a 

planning portal.

28 to comment.
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Liesl Tesch MP
Member for Gosford
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20 Blackwall Road, Woy Woy NSW 2256

Gosford@parliament.nsw.gov.au

(02) 4342 4122

Community Recognition Awards

Main roads

Hospitals and health

Fair Trading

Schools and education

Anniversary & birthday messages

Trains and public transport

Public housing

Police and Emergency Services

How can I help?

Preparation is under way 

for the 2021 Coastal Twist 

Festival to be held on the 

Peninsula from Monday, 

September 20 to Monday, 

October 4.
Photo shoots for the Festival 

campaign have started with 

photographer Lisa Haymes.
“These amateur pics from our 

phones give a sneak peak and 
inspiration,” said organiser Ms 
Glitta Supernova.

SOURCE:

Social media, 16 May 2021

Glitta Supernova, Coastal Twist

Coastal Twist Festival 

preparation starts

Arboretum receives ‘koala song meter’
The Koala Project at the 

Crommelin Native Arboretum 

at Pearl Beach has received 

a “koala song meter”.
The dedicated meter will be 

used for future koala monitoring, 
said Arboretum secretary Ms Ann 
Parsons.

She said the project was still 
waiting on song meter survey 
results for the Arboretum and 
Brisbane Water National Parks.

SOURCE:

Social media, 22 May 2021

Ann Parsons, Pearl Beach 

Patonga Koala Group

Student driving 
course available 
free of charge

Up to 100 students from 

Brisbane Water Secondary 

College Woy Woy campus 

may be able to complete 

the Transport for NSW Safer 

Drivers’ Course without 

charge.
The course is offered through 

the Umina Beach PCYC and aims 
to provide learner drivers with the 
knowledge they need to reduce 
road risks and prevent accidents 

by becoming a safe driver.
Students who complete the 

course will also receive 20 hours 
of log book credits.

The cost of the course is being 
covered by a donation from the 
Ettalong Beach Community Bank.

Students interested in 
undertaking the course make 
inquire through the College.

SOURCE:

Social media, 20 May 2021

Emma Tanner, PCYC Umina Beach

Rotary gala

The Rotary Club of Brisbane 

Water will hold a “special 

club presentation evening” 

on June 3.
“We hope all members will join 

our special celebration night on 
June 3,” said club president Mr 
Peter Mote.

“To kick off a special night, we 
will be serv-ing champagne and 
canapes from 6 to 6:30pm.”

Described as a “big gala night”, 
the formalities will begin at 7pm 
in the Patonga Room at Ettalong 
Diggers.

SOURCE:

Newsletter, 20 May 2021

Peter Mote, Rotary Brisbane Water
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The sale of the Bullion Street 

carpark is an excellent idea. 
In fact, the property was offered 

for sale some years back but was 
withdrawn, for reasons that are still 
unknown.  

The Council never revealed why 
the offer was discontinued and did 
not reply to a question that I posed 
on the subject.  

The site is large and 
strategically placed, and is 
absurdly underutilized as an open 
car park which is, in fact, a bit of an 
eyesore as it stands.  

Yet, it has the potential to be a 
landmark development for Umina, 
although that would depend on 
imaginative oversight by Council - 
something that, admittedly, hasn’t 
been widely evident in the past.  

The idea that a new development 
on the site would make West St 
look “shabby, down-market and 
uninviting” (as one objector puts 
it) makes no sense, since West St 
has already achieved that without 
any help, and a new development 
nearby might encourage an 
improvement in the existing dreary 
shopping strip.

The objection that 
redevelopment would interfere with 

use of the service lane is patently 
absurd: if this is the best that sale 
opponents can come up with, their 
case is feeble in the extreme. 

It is obvious that a condition of 
the sale should be the widening of 
the service lane to allow for two-
way access along its length, thus 
improving its utility.  

As for the existing parking, the 

that the same amount of free 
parking should be maintained for 

the time, that the parking should 
be maintained in perpetuity, since 
there was no conceivable reason 
why the residents of the Peninsula 
should give up an amenity they 

a property developer.  
There is no problem in 

accommodating this requirement 
on the site, and, with this caveat, 
the sale is a win/win situation for 
the community.

However, the Council’s promise 
that the property “will not be sold 
for less than market value” is highly 
disturbing.  

Why should we have to be 
assured that the Council will obtain 
market value for the sale of any of 

our assets: surely, that should be 
taken for granted.  

Does it indicate that other 
properties will be sold for less than 
market value and that only the 
Bullion St car park is to be thus 
protected?  

If that is the case, the Council 
should reveal which properties it 
is prepared to let go at a discount, 
so that we know exactly how much 
loss we are expected to bear. 

The whole matter of asset sales 
has been dealt with arrogantly and 
clumsily, as seems to be typical of 
Council, whether elected or under 
administration, but, perhaps, there 
is now an opportunity for our 
Administrator Mark 3 to revisit the 
process and offer the community 
the right to participate in the 
decision-making, so that we can 

has been achieved. 
This will be a good test of the 

kind of treatment we can look 
forward to over the next year or 
so, before there will be another 
chance for an election.

SOURCE:

Email, 20 May 2021

Bruce Hyland, Woy Woy

Imaginative oversight needed 
for carpark development

When I look at the proposals 

put forward by the new 

administrator to get our 

Council back in the black, I 

I feel that we, as residents, are 
being penalised for a crime we 
have not committed. 

According to what I read, there 
are many Councils which were 
amalgamated by Mr Baird in 2016, 
presumably to save money, which 
are now in a similar position. 

I know that we did not misuse 
the money and we certainly didn’t 
walk away with our redundancy 
package intact. 

This is a problem which belongs 
to the State Government and it 
needs to solve it.

Proposals to sell off and reduce 
library monies mean that the 
libraries will be used less and less 
and so inevitably they all will be 
closed and sold. 

Libraries should be exciting 
places where people can drop 
in at odd times to get help with 
assignments or new technology; 
where people can extend their 
horizons and expand their vision of 
society and the world.

It is known that better education 
leads to higher standards of health 
and to less crime. 

Surely this is what we need on 
the Central Coast, now the third 
largest Council in NSW. 

We need more money for 
libraries, universities, the ABC, 
public education and for our 
TAFES. 

Many of our TAFE faculties are 
lying idle. Why? 

It is believed that the plan is to 
privatise them. Again Why? 

Our TAFE system is or was the 
envy of many other countries, such 
as Singapore and South Korea. 

Why should we exploit 

other countries by inviting their 

temporary visas? Why can we not 
train our own citizens? 

Private colleges have failed 
and wasted a great deal of public 
money. 

We are also the only country I 
know of which gives public money 
to private schools, which has led to 
elitism and a divided society. 

Surely a fair civilisation would 
want the absolute best education 
for all its citizens. 

The selling of any public land on 
the Peninsula is ridiculous. 

The enormous population 
growth here and the subsequent 
loss of trees and green space has 
led to an increase of about two 
degrees in the temperature as 
well as very crowded roads, more 
pollution, more accidents and 

Our mental and physical health 
and the welfare of all the other 
animals which share this land, 
require more green space and 
trees not less.

We need to write to the new 
administrator, Mr David Farmer, 
as well as to the NSW Minister 
for Local Government, Ms Shelley 
Hancock, expressing our disgust 
at these proposals. 

The people on the Central 
Coast are just as important as 
the people in her electorate of the 
South Coast.

SOURCE:

Email, 29 May 2021

Margaret Lund, Woy Woy Bay

Council threat to mental and 
physical health and welfare

Public Notices

The Peninsula Day Branch 

of the N.S.W. Labor Party 
meets the 

2nd Monday of each month 
from February to December

The meetings commence at 

1.00pm and are conducted in 

the CWA Hall Woy Woy, 
opposite Fishermans Wharf.

The meetings are well conducted 

and encourage interesting and 

diverse conversations.  

All interested persons are 

most welcome.

Yvette Pritchard

May 15 - June 20 
Gosford Regional Gallery

Woy Woy artist

A VISUAL DIARY

Tea Cosy Expo
Woy Woy Peninsula Lions Club

  Ocean Beach

  Surf Club
   509 Ocean Beach Rd,

   Umina Beach

   Saturday, 12 June 1 - 5pm

   Sunday, 13 June 9am - 5pm

   Monday, 14 June 9am - 4pm

Gold Coin Entry per person

Bric-a-Brac

Tea Cosies and Tea Pots 

on display and for sale

Devonshire Teas
COVID SAFE

Happy Tappers
Dance classes for people 

with special needs

Teachers 
Madeline Stephenson 

0438 033 039
Emma Kate De Henau 0417 686 665 or 

Doone 02 4389 3126

Every Saturday
At 8:30am-9:45am. Cost $5.

Tap dancing, 

jazz, hip hop
East Gosford Progress Hall

Cnr Henry Parry Dr & Wells St

Adult Tap Class
Peninsular

Teacher: Madeline Stephenson 
0438 033 039

Come and have fun 

while you learn to dance

CWA Hall
Cnr Ocean Beach Rd & Sydney Ave, 

Umina Beach

Madeline School of Dance

THURSDAY 9:30am - 11am 
Cost $10

Fun and
games

for under-5s
 

Activities organised 

by qualified educator 

starting July

Details and costs:

Robwyn

0413 784 158

Put toll on M1 to pay 

council’s debts
Five years have passed since 

the amalgamation, and the 

future is as blurred as it was 

in May 2016,
The.Regional Plan 2016 is 

based on a population increase of 
75000 and a dwellings increase of 
41,500,

These projections, ahead or 
behind schedule, are relevant to 
the Peninsula.

Each of the three administrators 
have had unrestricted access to 
this information.

Residents are concerned for 
their future as decisions are made 
which are rejecting the adopted 
regional plan.

As the administrators believe 
the sale of Council assets is the 
appropriate strategy to reduce the 
Council’s debt, further sell-off is a 
possibility contradicting planning 
instruments and strategies that 
have been publicly exhibited and 

adopted.
The inept manner the sell-

off was orchestrated was 
overwhelmingly evident on April 
27, before and during the Council 
meeting. 

Administrator Hart will not want 
to refer matters to the public for 
comment, as he will be very aware 
of the potential embarrassment.

plan has failed.
With the 10-year plan already 

in the red, I suggest a very small 
toll be added to the Central Coast 
section of the M1 to recover some 
of the Council’s debt.

Toll roads are a fact of life, 
tolerated by motorists.

A small toll will be of immense 

Council and residents.
SOURCE:

Email, 27 May 2021

Norm Harris, Umina

Crouch: Make submissions
Member for Terrigal Mr Adam 

Crouch has urged residents 

to make submissions to the 

Public Inquiry into Central 

Coast Council.
“The independent 

Commissioner is now accepting 
submissions from local residents, 
Council staff and suspended 

councillors until Monday, June 21,” 
he said.

“The Public Inquiry will hold to 
account those responsible for the 

will also help to ensure this can 
never happen again.”

SOURCE:

Social media, 25 May 2021

Adam Crouch, Member for Terrigal
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Member for Gosford Ms 

Liesl Tesch is hopeful that 

the doctor shortage on the 

Peninsula is turning the 

corner.
With development applications 

for facilities for medical centres in 
Umina and a new doctors’ clinic a 

Tesch said she was thankful that 

a GP”.
“The Peninsula has suffered 

crucial medical services.

care.”

wait for locals to get improved 
access to doctors.”

on the Peninsula.

SOURCE:

Media release, 25 May 2021

Liesl Tesch, Member for Gosford

shortage is lessening

A local hospital has 

celebrated its team of more 

than 17 volunteers during 

National Volunteers Week.
The volunteers perform roles 

from administration support 

Private Hospital.
Together the volunteers 

share a special thanks to all who 

volunteering
SOURCE:

Social media, 19 May 2021

Debbra Ritter, Brisbane 

Waters Private Hospital

Hospital is supported 

Austin Butler land 

Council land in Austin Butler 

Place, Woy Woy, should not 

be sold.

of their withdrawal from Peninsula 
Plaza.

cited as threatened. 

the sale of this land;

coastal sand plain.

feeding on the endemic trees and 

committed to protect and invest 
in open space action to “enhance 

This little grove of trees is a cool 

onto the waterfront.

little green space is cheap to 

Warnervale airport.
SOURCE:

Email, 16 May 2021

Lesley Harvey, Ettalong Beach

Tree group gives reasons 
for saving council reserves

Grow Urban Shade Trees has 

stated its reasons for getting 

reserves on the Peninsula. waiting to happen.
“We know how hard it is to 

and therefore we see intrinsic 
value and economic logic in saving 
mature trees.

should speak out against the 
council land sales.

the future.

SOURCE:

Social media, 18 May 2021

Melissa Chandler, GUST

reserve sent to council
A petition with 271 signatures 

has been sent to Central 

Coast Council, urging it 

not to sell  the reserve in 

Memorial Ave, Blackwall.

“These trees are remnant 
vegetation of the Endangered 

across the road on Blackwall 

Blackwall.  

housing will lead to drainage 

surrounding homes.
“There is no direct access to 

“The reserve is home to 

marsupial mice and more.  

mean homelessness and death 

is the last piece of remnant  level 
forest in Blackwall’s residential 
area.

area.”How will we wake up in the 

SOURCE:

Media release, 28 May 2021

Joy Cooper, Green Point

Dress rehearsal 

for dance 

performances
Woy Woy South Public 

School dance groups have 

had their dress rehearsals 

for their dance performance 

at the Laycock St Theatre in 

Gosford.

to the theatre for their dress 
rehearsals. 

Tickets for the Year 2 show 

SOURCE:

Social media, 28 May 2021

Matt Barr, Woy Woy 

South Public School

Forum
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Sporting groups should apply 

for Stronger Communities 

Funding, which is now open, 

according to Member for 

Gosford Ms Liesl Tesch.
“The funding round aims to 

enhance experiences in regional 
communities, is now open,” she 
said.

“This round’s funding is directed 
at enhancements to women’s 
sporting facilities, with $50 million 
to be allocated across regional 
communities.”

Ms Tesch said: “Growing up 
I always played sport, with my 
wheelchair basketball career 
beginning in the men’s team.”

“These experiences made me 
realise the importance of having 
female dedicated sports and 
facilities to ensure our experiences 
are just as good as the men’s.”

Ms Tesch’s comments come in 

the wake of the NSW Parliamentary 
inquiry into grant schemes 
where it was found the Stronger 
Communities Fund had been pork-
barrelled with 95 per cent of funds 
being directed to Councils with 
Coalition-held or marginal seats in 
the tied grants round.

Ms Tesch said there was no 
excuse for this behaviour.

“The inquiry found the Stronger 
Communities Funding was 
deliberately used as a means to 
pork-barrel, with due process and 
merit assessment severely lacking 
when it came to applications.”

“This fund was supposed to 
help merged councils, yet instead 
it just dug our debt a little deeper, 
by favouring Liberal and marginal 
seats.”

Under the Stronger 
Communities Funding eleven 

of Terrigal were granted, totalling 
almost $4.7 million.

to the Gosford electorate were 
granted which amounted to 
almost $2.2 million, despite the 
Gosford electorate covering over 
700 square kilometres more than 
Terrigal.

 “The more community groups 
we have applying for these 
grants, the more grants I hope 
we can get here in Gosford so I 
really encourage you all to submit 
an application to ensure our 
community and our future female 
sporting leaders are awarded what 
they deserve.”

Applications will close at 12pm 
on June 25.

SOURCE:

Social media, 24 May 2021

Liesl Tesch, Member for Gosford

Apply for funding, now, says Tesch

Ducks elect new 

committee
The Peninsula Ducks Softball 

Club has elected its 2021-22 

committee.
Ms Di Barrymore has been re-

elected as president and registrar.
Ms Hailey Winchester has 

been elected vice-president and 
fundraising.

Secretary is Ms Gaye Whelan 
and treasurer Mr Blake Winchester 

Ms Kim Crosby has been 
elected to assistant treasurer, 
uniforms and equipment roles.

SOURCE:

Social media, 25 May 2021

Di Barrymore, Peninsula Ducks

Hornsby defeated Woy Woy 

at Mark Taylor Oval by 41 

points to 26 in round seven of 

Central Coast Rugby Union 

competition on Saturday, 

May 22.
“Hornsby got away to a great 

start and they led by 19 points to 
nil before the visitors were able 
to respond,” said Rugby Union 
president Mr Larry Thomson. 

“Hornsby continued this good 

by half time led by 31 points to 
seven.

“At that stage, it seemed to be a 
match winning lead. 

“The second s half was a much 
more even affair.

“Woy Woy actually outscored 
the home team by 19 points to 10 

had set the pattern for the match. 
“Hornsby did score seven tries 

to Woy Woy’s four in the match 
and that is a good indicator of the 

“It was an important victory for 
Hornsby and it was a result that 
both teams will take a lot from. 

“Best players for Woy Woy were 
Jazper and Zac Doak-Stride.”

Contributing to Woy Woy’s 
score of 26 were tries by Mitieli 
Tamani 2, Kabati Matanakilagi and 
Philip Shaw and three conversions 
by Corby Delaforce.

In Premier 2, Hornsby 59 also 
defeated Woy Woy 19.

In women’s competition, 
Gosford-Woy Woy 55 defeated 
Hornsby 5.

SOURCE:

Media release, 23 May 2021

Larry Thomson, CCRU

Hornsby rubgy victory 

in round seven

Defeated in penalty shoot-out
Brisbane Water Secondary 

School Under-15 Girls’ Bill 

Turner Trophy soccer team 

were defeated by Terrigal 

High School side on Monday, 

May 24. 

The scores were locked at 1-1 
after 80 minutes of play. 

The Umina campus side, 
pictured, went down in a penalty 
shoot-out. 

“They played a fantastic game 

and should be so proud of their 
efforts,” said campus principal Ms 
Kerry O’Heir.

SOURCE:

Social media, 25 May 2021

Kerry O’Heir, BWSC Umina

Three dance groups rehearse

Three dance groups from Woy 

Woy Public School last week 

attended a dress rehearsal 

for their performances at the 

Laycock St Theatre.
Students in Stage 2, Stage 

3 and Aboriginal Dance Groups 
attended the rehearsal.

“We are so proud of all of the 
performers and look forward to 
watching them dance again in 
June,” said school principals Ms 
Ona Buckley and Mr Dan Betts.

SOURCE:

Social media, 25 May 2021

Ona Buckley and Dan Betts, 

Woy Woy Public School

PCYC calls for volunteers
The PCYC at Umina Beach 

put out a call for more 

volunteers during National 

Volunteering Australia Week.
“PCYC NSW relies on the efforts 

of our hundreds of volunteers to 
help us run our clubs, programs 
and activities,” the club posted to 
social media. 

“The time these volunteers put 
into our organisation helps us to 

concentrate on the core work we 
do to empower young people and 
change lives. 

“Our volunteers help us by 
running activities, driving buses, 
mentoring our young people, 
helping at events, greeting 
members and much more.”

SOURCE:

Social media, 17 May 2021

PCYC Umina Beach

Year 6 students Umina Beach 

Public School have used 

the school’s science and 

technology room as a virtual 

classroom.
They were joined by a cattle 

farmer to explore life on the land 
and sustainability.

SOURCE:

Social media, 28 May 2021

Chad Tsakissiris, Umina 

Beach Public School

A virtual classroom


