
THIS ISSUE contains 58 articles - Read more news items for this issue at www.peninsulanews.info

11 February 2019 Edition 463

Office: 120c Erina Street, Gosford
Phone: 4325 7369
Mail: PO Box 1056, Gosford 2250
E-mail: editorial@centralcoastnews.net
Website: www.centralcoastnews.net

Fines for nature strip 
parking have been 
withdrawn after more than 
60 people attended a protest 
on February 6 in Rothwell 
St, Woy Woy, which saw the 
intervention of Member for 
Gosford Ms Liesl Tesch.

Ms Tesch announced that fines 
had been withdrawn after she 
contacted the Minister for Police 
Mr Troy Grant and NSW Police.

“I spoke to local police 
commanders the day that fines 
started arriving and asked them to 
act fast to fix this situation and that 
a three week review period wasn’t 
acceptable.

“It needed to happen 
immediately,” Ms Tesch said.

Ms Tesch thanked the police 
for their quick work in responding 
to community concern.

 “I thank the NSW Police Force 
for seeing the light and making the 
right decision to withdraw these 
unfair fines.”

Protest organiser Mr Iain 
Russell, who lives in Rothwell St, 
received two fines of $263 each 
for two family cars parked on the 
grass verge outside his home. 

“I saw a highway patrol vehicle 

drive along the street, stopping 
and photographing every car 
parked on the verge,” he said.

“From what I understand, he 
targeted as many as 15 streets 
in the Woy Woy-Umina area – 
anyone parked on the nature strip 
received a fine.”

Ms Tesch told the crowd she 
would be acting on their behalf to 
have every fine revoked.

“Let’s not turn this into a ‘we 
hate the police thing’,” she said.

“We live in harmony in this 
community and have been parking 
like this for 150 years.

“From what I understand, this 
was not our local police, but a 
highway patrol officer who issued 
the fines.

“One person I know of received 
four fines.

“Lucky for me I was at work – if 
I had been home I probably would 
have been fined too.”

Tesch urged all those who had 
received fines not to pay them but 
to lodge them with her office.

Roseanne Antonio lives in 
Walford St and received two fines.

“We had two family cars parked 
on the grass outside our home, 
but there are often four. 

“Luckily two of them were not 

there,” she said.
“I have lived here for 20 years 

and am a ratepayer and these 
fines just sickened me.

“We have parked this way for 
years with no problem.

“I am a single mum, just getting 
through week by week.”

Richard Shanks lives in Crown 
Rd and received three fines.

“We received fines for my car, 
my wife’s car and my son’s car,” 
he said.

“I am a pensioner and I simply 
can’t afford this.”

Residents made the point that 
if homeowners parked beside 
what would be the kerb (most do 
not have kerbs), there would be 
hardly any room for traffic to move 
between parked cars on opposite 
sides of the very narrow streets.

 In a media release, Ms Tesch 
said hundreds of local residents 
had been issued hefty penalty 
notices for parking on nature 
strips outside their own homes. 

Fines were issued for “Stop on 
path/strip in built-up area.” 

“Streets across Woy Woy and 
Umina Beach were targeted.

“Some families have been hit 
with thousands of dollars’ worth 
of fines because of the number 

of vehicles parked outside their 
homes, with one family receiving 
notices for all three generations 
living in the street,’’ she said. 

“While local police and 
Central Coast Council rangers 
don’t usually fine residents for 
parking on the nature strips, 
acknowledging that many 
Peninsula residents don’t have 
any other options, it is understood 
that a non-local Highway Patrol 
officer issued the fines. 

“The nature of many residential 
streets on the Peninsula means 
there is no kerb or guttering, 
and streets are narrow with no 
delineation from nature strip to 
road. 

“This means that most people 
park off the street on the large 
nature strips, as has been the 
custom for decades. 

 “We have a lot of pensioners 
and young families living on the 
Peninsula. 

“These people shouldn’t have 
to pay hundreds of dollars in 
fines for parking outside their own 
homes. 

“The timing for this couldn’t 
be worse, with extra cars parked 
on the Peninsula during the 
school holidays, and with family 

budgets already stretched over 
the Christmas period. 

“I’ve written to the Minister 
for Police and the Minister for 
Finance to demand an immediate 
review of these fines and asked 
that they be withdrawn.”

After the fines were withdrawn, 
Ms Tesch congratulated the 
community for the win.

“This shows that people power 
can still win over bureaucratic 
decision making,” Ms Tesch said.

“The Peninsula has a great 
sense of justice and everyone 
was so quick to stand together to 
fight this silly decision.

“They knew that coming 
together and putting pressure on 
the Minister and the NSW Police 
was the only way to right this 
wrong.”

“We have great local police 
here on the Coast, and I’d hate 
for one negative incident to make 
people lose faith in those who 
keep us safe.”

SOURCE
Media release, 5 Feb 2019

Liesl Tesch, Member for Gosford
Media statements 6 Feb, 2019
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The Peninsula News in 
partnership with the Woy 
Woy Little Theatre would 
like to offer three lucky 
readers the chance to 
win a double pass to the 
Theatre’s first production 
of 2019.

Woy Woy Little Theatre will 
present its first production for 
2019 in the form of Noel Coward’s 
celebrated play, Private Lives, 
which opens at the Peninsula 
Theatre on February 22 for a 
three-week season.

The production is being 
headed by Director, Jan Grounds, 
who said audiences can expect 
the razor sharp wit and verbal 

sparring for which Noel Coward’s 
works are known.

The double passes are for 
the Saturday evening session 
on March 2 and are non-
transferrable.

For your chance to win a 
double pass, write your full 
name, address and daytime 
phone number on the back of an 
envelope and mail it to Peninsula 
News Private Lives Competition, 
PO Box 1056, Gosford, NSW, 
2250, before 5pm on Wednesday, 
February 21.

The winner of the Febfast 
Competition was Ms Farah Melin 
of West Gosford.

Dry start to February
The Peninsula has had 
a below average start to 
its February rainfall total, 
recording just 21mm of rain 
in the first week of the month, 
according to data compiled 
by Umina’s Mr Jim Morrison.

As February is traditionally one 
of the Peninsula’s wettest months 
it is a worrying figure, particularly 
as 19.5mm of the total was 
recorded in a single rainfall event 
on February 2.

In comparison, by the same 
time in 2018, the Peninsula had 
recorded almost double the 
amount of rain.

All up February 2018 recorded a 
rainfall total of 158.9mm meaning 
to be on par this year 137.9mm 
will need to be recorded before the 

end of the month.
So far this year the Peninsula 

has recorded 81.3mm of rain for 
the year.

SOURCE:
Spreadsheet, 8 Feb 2019

Jim Morrison, Umina

2019

THIS ISSUE contains 58 articles - Read more news items for this issue at www.peninsulanews.info

11 February 2019 Edition 463

Office: 120c Erina Street, Gosford
Phone: 4325 7369
Mail: PO Box 1056, Gosford 2250
E-mail: editorial@centralcoastnews.net
Website: www.centralcoastnews.net

Fines for nature strip parking 
have been withdrawn after 
more than 60 people attended 
a protest on February 6 in 
Rothwell St, Woy Woy, which 
saw the intervention of 
Member for Gosford Ms Liesl 
Tesch.

Ms Tesch announced that fines 
had been withdrawn after she 
contacted the Minister for Police 
Mr Troy Grant and NSW Police.

“I spoke to local police 
commanders the day that fines 
started arriving and asked them to 
act fast to fix this situation and that 
a three week review period wasn’t 
acceptable.

“It needed to happen 
immediately,” Ms Tesch said.

Ms Tesch thanked the police for 
their quick work in responding to 
community concern.

 “I thank the NSW Police Force 
for seeing the light and making the 
right decision to withdraw these 
unfair fines.”

Protest organiser Mr Iain 
Russell, who lives in Rothwell St, 
received two fines of $263 each 
for two family cars parked on the 
grass verge outside his home. 

“I saw a highway patrol vehicle 

drive along the street, stopping and 
photographing every car parked on 
the verge,” he said.

“From what I understand, he 
targeted as many as 15 streets 
in the Woy Woy-Umina area – 
anyone parked on the nature strip 
received a fine.”

Ms Tesch told the crowd she 
would be acting on their behalf to 
have every fine revoked.

“Let’s not turn this into a ‘we 
hate the police thing’,” she said.

“We live in harmony in this 
community and have been parking 
like this for 150 years.

“From what I understand, this 
was not our local police, but a 
highway patrol officer who issued 
the fines.

“One person I know of received 
four fines.

“Lucky for me I was at work – if 
I had been home I probably would 
have been fined too.”

Tesch urged all those who had 
received fines not to pay them but 
to lodge them with her office.

Roseanne Antonio lives in 
Walford St and received two fines.

“We had two family cars parked 
on the grass outside our home, but 
there are often four. 

“Luckily two of them were not 
there,” she said.

“I have lived here for 20 years 
and am a ratepayer and these 
fines just sickened me.

“We have parked this way for 
years with no problem.

“I am a single mum, just getting 
through week by week.”

Richard Shanks lives in Crown 
Rd and received three fines.

“We received fines for my car, 
my wife’s car and my son’s car,” 
he said.

“I am a pensioner and I simply 
can’t afford this.”

Residents made the point that 
if homeowners parked beside 
what would be the kerb (most do 
not have kerbs), there would be 
hardly any room for traffic to move 
between parked cars on opposite 
sides of the very narrow streets.

 In a media release, Ms Tesch 
said hundreds of local residents 
had been issued hefty penalty 
notices for parking on nature strips 
outside their own homes. 

Fines were issued for “Stop on 
path/strip in built-up area. 

“Streets across Woy Woy and 
Umina Beach were targeted.

“Some families have been hit 

with thousands of dollars’ worth 
of fines because of the number 
of vehicles parked outside their 
homes, with one family receiving 
notices for all three generations 
living in the street,’’ she said. 

“While local police and Central 
Coast Council rangers don’t 
usually fine residents for parking on 
the nature strips, acknowledging 
that many Peninsula residents 
don’t have any other options, it 
is understood that a non-local 
Highway Patrol officer issued the 
fines. 

“The nature of many residential 
streets on the Peninsula means 
there is no kerb or guttering, 
and streets are narrow with no 
delineation from nature strip to 
road. 

“This means that most people 
park off the street on the large 
nature strips, as has been the 
custom for decades. 

 “We have a lot of pensioners 
and young families living on the 
Peninsula. 

“These people shouldn’t have to 
pay hundreds of dollars in fines for 
parking outside their own homes. 

“The timing for this couldn’t 
be worse, with extra cars parked 

on the Peninsula during the 
school holidays, and with family 
budgets already stretched over the 
Christmas period. 

“I’ve written to the Minister for 
Police and the Minister for Finance 
to demand an immediate review of 
these fines and asked that they be 
withdrawn.”

After the fines were withdrawn, 
Ms Tesch congratulated the 
community for the win.

“This shows that people power 
can still win over bureaucratic 
decision making,” Ms Tesch said.

“The Peninsula has a great 
sense of justice and everyone was 
so quick to stand together to fight 
this silly decision.

“They knew that coming 
together and putting pressure on 
the Minister and the NSW Police 
was the only way to right this 
wrong.”

“We have great local police here 
on the Coast, and I’d hate for one 
negative incident to make people 
lose faith in those who keep us 
safe.”

SOURCE
Media release, 5 Feb 2019

Liesl Tesch, Member for Gosford
Interviews, 6 Feb, 2019
Reporter: Terry Collins

Nature strip parking fines 
withdrawn after protest

Liesl Tesch and protesters with their fines
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Central Coast mayor Cr Jane 
Smith has criticised the 
number of non-complying 
development applications 
being approved by the 
Council.

She said findings from ICAC 
reports showed that it was when 
councils did not enforce their own 
planning controls that it created 
problems.

Cr Smith said it was extremely 
disappointing “that our community 
spends a lot of time and effort in 
developing and consulting and 
being a part of the development 
of local environment plans and 
development control plans with the 
expectation that our council will 
enforce those planning guidelines 
and controls”.

She said Gosford Council had 
a reputation for not enforcing its 
planning controls.

“So I had hoped that, as a new 
council, we could provide certainty 
to our community and certainty to 
developers by adopting a decision-
making process that did reflect our 
community’s expectations from 
being involved in that planning,” 
she said.

Most recent applications for 
multiple dwelling developments 
on the Peninsula have been 
approved, despite not complying 
with the council’s development 
control plan (DCP).

“Although the DCP perhaps 
does not have the strength of 
a local environment plan and 
one non-compliance may be 
considered acceptable to have so 
many non-compliances I would 
think sets a poor precedent for 
future development,” Smith said.

Cr Kyle MacGregor said: “The 
most important issue we are 
dealing with here is what is the 
point of having planning controls if 
people won’t comply with them.

“I believe we should be getting 
people to do their best to comply,” 

Cr MacGregor said.
“In the event there is massive 

variations and they are not able to 
comply I think we should have a 
very stringent look at that,” he said.

The councillors were speaking 
at the final Council meeting for 
2018, successfully arguing for 
the refusal of not a Peninsula 
development but a Terrigal 
development which council 
planners had recommended be 
approved.

Cr Smith’s grounds for 
refusal were based on nine non-
compliances with the development 
control plan.

The non-compliances she 
listed were similar to, or the 
same as, non-compliances with 
a growing number of residential 
developments that are being 
approved by Council on the 
Peninsula.

“To approve this development 
when there is such non-
compliance with the DCP would be 
to create an expectation for similar 
concessions,” Cr Smith said.

Cr Smith’s reasons for refusal 
included non-compliance with 
setbacks, communal space, deep 
soil zones, and side boundary 
setbacks, activation of a laneway.

Such non-compliances have 
been regularly accepted, and used 
as precedents, when included 
in Peninsula development 
applications but Cr Smith appears 
to have drawn a line in the sand 
when it came to the Terrigal 
development.

Cr Smith said she was interested 
in reaching out to the Peninsula 
community to learn more about their 
concerns regarding the number of 
developments applications lodged 
with Council that did not comply 
with the current Local Environment 
Plan or Development Control Plan.

SOURCE:
Central Coast Council 

agenda, 10 Dec 2018
Reporter: Jackie Pearson

The upper level at Woy Woy 
railway station may be used 
as retail space.

Sydney Trains is offering the 
station’s former ticket office for 
lease.

The 28sqm ticket office is being 
advertised through commercial 

property agent specialists Real 
Commercial.

The former ticket office site has 
been listed for a five-year lease as 
a retail space.

No price was available with 
the listing but key selling points 
included Woy Woy station’s role as 
a major transportation hub for the 

southern Central Coast and the 
areas predicted residential growth 
rate.

The listing also stated that 
the station sees over 115,000 
passenger movements monthly.

SOURCE:
Website, 10 Jan 2019

Andrew Mednick, Real Commercial

NSW Health has issued 
a measles alert for the 
Peninsula after a tourist 
who visited Woy Woy and 
Umina over Christmas was 
diagnosed with the disease.

The tourist from Canberra visited 
the Peninsula between December 
26 and 30 and made several visits 
to popular community locations 
including Jasmine Greens Kiosk, 
Umina Beach Shopping Centre 
and Deepwater Plaza.

According to NSW Health’s 
communicable diseases director 
Dr Vicky Sheppeard, anyone who 
visited these locations at the same 
time should be aware of symptoms.

“The time from exposure to the 
disease to the onset of symptoms 
is typically about 10 days but can 
be as long as 18 days so people 
should be alert to symptoms until 
mid-January,” Dr Sheppeard said.

The infection is highly 
contagious and can spread 
through coughing or sneezing.

Measles symptoms include 
fever, sore eyes and a cough 
followed three or four days later by 
a red, blotchy rash spreading from 
the head and neck to the rest of the 
body.

Infants under 12 months, who 
are too young to be vaccinated, 
and young adults are most likely to 
be susceptible to the infection, Dr 
Sheppeard said.

SOURCE:
Media statement, 2 Jan 2019

Dr Vicky Sheppeard, NSW Health

Mayor criticises 
non-complying 
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approvals

Station building may 
become retail space
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Groups and 
i n d i v i d u a l s 
d i s t r i b u t i n g 

misinformation about 
Central Coast Council’s 
imminent draft Climate 
Change strategy, are 
causing unnecessary 
fear, according to, John 
Asquith, Chair of the 
Community Environment 
Network (CEN).

“For a start, the idea of 
planned retreat on the Coast is 
a nonsense,” Asquith said.

“If you have a look at the 
maps, there are only a few 
areas on the Coast where 
planned retreat could be an 
option,” he said.

“One of them is Wamberal 
Beach.

“Planned retreat is where 
you give up the land because 
you don’t want to build 
infrastructure, but at Wamberal, 
a sea wall is the plan, so to 
build that infrastructure is the 
opposite of planned retreat.

“The problem at Wamberal is 
that the landholders don’t want 
to contribute the $500,000 
each needed to build the wall, 
even though it is to protect their 
private property.

“They expect the rest of the 
ratepayers to cover the cost.

“That would mean roughly, the 
rates of every 200 ratepayers 
would be going to save 
one waterfront landholder’s 
property.

“That has been the problem 
at Wamberal for the past 20 
years.

“Council has always been 
howled down when they say 
private landholders have to 
save private land, and the 
Council has to pay to save 
public land.

“As you work your way down 
the Coast, as far as I know, 
there is no erosion problem 

that threatens houses at Avoca, 
then there are little bays that 
are not threatened with erosion, 
because they have headlands 
holding everything together.

“Ettalong, Umina and Ocean 
Beach are being eroded, 
but planned retreat can only 
occur where there is no public 
infrastructure between your 
house and the ocean, or a 
lack of preparedness to build 
infrastructure.

“However, all along that 
coastline in those areas, there 
is a road between the houses 
and the beach.

“There are virtually no houses 
not separated from the beach 
where it is eroding, by a road 
or park or reserve with public 
infrastructure.

“Therefore planned retreat 
is not an option there either, 
because there is already 
public infrastructure, namely 
a road, with foundations and 
everything that goes with that.

“There is no plan to abandon 
roads, so if you have a road 
between you and the threat, it 
is about the best thing you can 
have.

“If the road stays, you stay, so 
planned retreat is virtually an 
option in no parts of the Central 

Coast.”
Asquith said that he did not 

believe low-lying areas around 
Brisbane Water, including 
Davistown and Saratoga, would 
be considered for planned 
retreat either.

“Most of those houses front a 
reserve.

“All along Davistown, there is 
a big public reserve that is all a 
public facility and it would not 
be abandoned.

“There is nothing in the policy 
saying that if you get inundated 
four times a year, you will have 
to leave your home.

“Council does not have the 
power to make you leave your 
home.

“They don’t have any need to 
look at planned retreat.

“The thing the policy will do 
will mean that we start to take 
action to slow down climate 
change, plant more trees, build 
sea walls, do whatever we have 
to do.

What the Council should do, 
in my view, is to be planning 
for change, as these areas are 
affected by flood levels, they 
should be adopting strategies 
to make the drains bigger, raise 
the road level, and call that 

adaptation.
“You adapt and do what you 

can.
“You can’t stop it, so you 

adapt to it.
“Tell me, where are they 

planning planned retreat, 
because there is nothing in the 
policy about it?

Asquith said members of 
the older generations needed 
to think about the legacy they 
were leaving their children and 
grand children, and that plans 
needed to be put in place now 
to ameliorate future risks.

“Councillors have been 
criticised for setting flood levels 
that are too high, but they are 
not too high.

“It is a fact that on the Central 
Coast, with a South East Low, 
and a maximum storm surge, 
the amount the ocean is lifted 
with the low pressure air, is 
five metres plus the high tide, 
plus the flood waters, and flood 
levels set by Council need to 
reflect that.

“I was in New Orleans earlier 
this year and had a good look at 
the storm surge they got from 
Hurricane Katrina, and they got 
a nine metre storm surge on 
top of a high tide.

“Some of the bridges, one 
huge bridge, were being 
demolished, one was way 
up in the air, but it was being 
demolished because people 
who had been on that bridge 
during Katrina were washed off 
and drowned.

“There are exceptional 
circumstances, so you at 
least plan for those Proposed 
Maximum Floods of five 
metres, which are half of what 
New Orleans experienced in 
Katrina.

“We were amazed that when 
we were more than 100 miles 
from the ocean, we went out 
on the Bayou and they were 
showing us boats that were 
ripped off moorings on the 
coast and dumped in the 
bayous, and they gave up trying 
to repair them and getting them 
back out to the ocean.”

According to John Asquith, 
those on the Central Coast 
attempting to undermine the 
need for Council to plan for sea 
level rise, “are talking the thing 
down for their own private 
benefit.

“They are all older men and 
they won’t be around when the 
worst of it hits.

“It is the younger generation 
who are going to cop the worst 
of this, and these people will be 
long gone and long forgotten.

“They are running a scare 
campaign because Council is 
going through a very careful 
process to make sure people’s 
voices are heard.

“Council are going through 
a number of steps before they 
have a draft policy, so I would 
suggest that people who have 
concerns should identify what 
it is that concerns them, and 
ask Council to explain and 
consider.”

Asquith said plans needed to 
be put in place now, not in 50 
or 100 years’ time.

“We cannot wait 100 years 

to try and turn around the 
processes that are already in 
place.

“It is happening right now and 
we are seeing it every day, with 
stronger cyclones, much more 
instability in the climate, and it 
is easy to understand, because 
there is more heat, and heat is 
energy.

“Two weeks ago, in north 
Queensland, we had rainforests 
on fire, and now we have the 
biggest cyclone we have had in 
15 years.

“Our thoughts should be 
focused on the legacy we leave, 
so if a person of 20 today is 
going to be seriously impacted 
over the next 40 years by 
climate change, it is going to 
affect their food supply.

“In NSW, we already have a 
shortage of grain.

“This is the third year of 
drought in the wheat belt.

“People of retirement age will 
see the impact on their children 
and grandchildren.

“We inherited a planet that 
was functional when we were 
children, and we are leaving 
a legacy that our children and 
their children will not be able to 
turn around in their lifetime.

“The job we have got is more 
than looking after ourselves.

“Think of the legacy you are 
going to leave, whatever age 
you are.

“You can see the effects that 
climate change are going to 
have on the rest of your life.

“The scientists are saying 
that if we don’t act in the next 
10 years, we are not going to 
keep temperature rises under 
two degrees, and they have 
identified a two degree rise as 
one that would see systems go 
out of control.”

Source:
Interview, Dec 14

John Asquith, Community 
Environment Network

Jackie Pearson, journalist

Younger generation are going to 
cop the worst from climate change effects

Avoca Beach Surf Life Saving Club innundated by East Coast Low Pressure System June 4 and 5, 2017
Photo: ABC Central Coast
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The Joint Regional Planning 
Panel has voted to support 
the concept of allowing a 
160-bed nursing home in 
endangered bushland in Woy 
Woy.

The owner of land at 45 Hillview 
St, Woy Woy, containing Umina 
coastal sandplain woodland has 
been told to give the planning 
authority more detail after a public 
hearing last week.

The four-member joint regional 
planning panel voted three to one 
to support the concept but they did 
not approve the proposal – as yet.

Cr Kyle MacGregor was the 
dissenting member of the panel.

The approval would not comply 
with planning provisions.

The building would generally 
exceed height limits by 50 per cent 
and in the rear 25 per cent of the 
site being three times the limit.

Panel chair Mr Jason Perica 
said the panel had a number 
of details they wanted from the 
developer and from Central Coast 
Council staff assessing the details.

These included clarity about 
rules around development in 
areas with acid sulphide soils 
and whether previous consents 
about conservation considerations 
on this particular site had been 
complied with. 

They also asked for a review 
of the proposed boardwalk and 
senior housing requirements under 
State Environmental Plans.

Mr Perica said they needed 
more time to digest information the 
developer had provided that day 

relating to one variation against 
planning guidelines.
Planning provisions require the 
development to be no higher than 
one storey within 25 metres of 
the rear boundary and two storey 
elsewhere.

Mr Perica said the three storeys 
were higher but allowed the 
development to be concentrated 
on the cleared area and the density 
was less than the guidelines and 
given the significant setbacks of the 
building and characteristics of the 
site, there was enough conceptual 
support for not refusing but they 
would not approve “tonight”.

The site currently has an active 
development approval for senior 
housing but the owner has come 
back with a variation to that original 
consent from 2007.

The latest plan is to build a 
three storey 160-bed nursing 
home, which is one storey above 
planning guidelines.

Many of the approvals from the 
previous consent are being carried 
over to the new proposal and the 
planning panel wanted some of 
these reviewed in light of current 
regulations.

Mr Perica said he expected 
a decision in weeks rather than 
months.

There would not be another 
public meeting but the information 
being sought would be published 
before a final decision was made.

SOURCE:
Hearing, 24 Jan 2019

Hunter Central Coast Joint 
Regional Planning Panel

Panel signals 
possible nursing 
home approval in 

rare bushlandFire has destroyed Umina 
Mall shopping centre.

Fire broke out in the Umina 
eight-shop complex in the early 
hours of the morning on January 
13.

Police and fire officers were 
called to the centre on Ocean 
Beach Road about 2:15am 

Efforts were made to contain 
the blaze; but it had spread into 
the roof cavity where insulation 
continued to burn.

Emergency services remained 
at the scene of the fire more than 
12 hours after arriving to fight the 
fire.

Shop tenant real estate agent 
Lois Jones praised the fire 
brigade officers who went into 

the burning building to rescue 
valuable equipment and files for 
the businesses.

“They are worth more money,’’ 
she said.

Cr Richard Mehrtens said the 
said the situation presented an 
opportunity for renewal.

He said the prime location 
between Woy Woy and Umina 
served as an important shopping 
point for nearby residents.

“I hope that the owners of the 
site have a vision to keep the best 
bits of the site alive, such as its 
accessibility and convenience, and 
focus on the necessities of life that 
people rely on.”

Anyone with information on the 
fire at Umina Mall is being urged to 

come forward.
The cause of the fire was being 

investigated and was being treated 
as suspicious, police said at the 
time, and have since confirmed 
it remains an ongoing active 
investigation.

Any links with the fire at Woy 
Woy community garden the 
following week were also being 
investigated.

SOURCE:
Media statement, 13 Jan 2019

Media Unit, NSW Police 
Phone call, 23 Jan 2019

NSW Police, Woy Woy
Media statement, 25 Jan 2019

Cr RIchard Mehrtens, 
Central Coast Council

See more P6-P9

Fire destroys Umina Mall

Retired geologist Charmaine Beckett and 
Save Woy Woy member Norm Harris addressed the panel.

The Wallarah 2 
Coal Mine has 

received Federal 
G o v e r n m e n t 
approval, despite the 
NSW Land and 
Environment Court 
still to rule on it.

Environment Minister, 
Melissa Price’s, decision 
on Friday, January 18, 
to give the go ahead to 
the Wallarah 2 Coal Mine 
has been condemned by 
community groups and 
opposition politicians.

The Australian Coal 
Alliance (ACA) said it 
was short sighted and 
reckless.

The Greens called the 
timing of the decision 
cynical.

Resident activist, 
Gregory Olsen, who 
started a change.org 
petition against the mine, 
called it outrageous.

But Wyong Coal, 
owned by Korean 
company Kores, said its 
Wallarah 2 project would 
add significant direct 
and indirect employment 
and long term economic 
benefit, including more 
than 800 ongoing jobs, 
and more than $600M 
every year in regional 
economic contribution.

The company is 
working on final feasibility 
and detailed design 
activities in line with both 
the federal Government 
approval, and the NSW 
Planning Assessment 
Commission approval 
from 12 months ago.

Wyong Coal said it 
had been to the Land 

and Environment Court 
appeal in November, 
2018, and remained 
confident of the 
determination process 
and approval.

“This action reviewed 
the various administrative 
steps, processes 
and responsibilities 
culminating in the 
planning approval 
granted by the PAC 
in January, 2018,” the 
company said in a 
newsletter.

The legal judgment is 
expected early this year.

Australian Coal Alliance 
(ACA) said it had been 
estimated that the 
proposed mine would 
result in the loss of 
between 900 to 1300 ML 
of drinking water a year 
from the Central Coast’s 
drinking water catchment 
during its 28 year lifespan, 
though there was some 
uncertainty about the 
quantum of that loss.

ACA Campaign 

Manager, Alan Hayes, 
said the mining 
company, in their own 
Environmental Impact 
Statement, stated that 
between 2.5 to 3.25ML of 
water would be lost each 
day.

“Proponent Kores, 
which plans to export the 
coal for power generation, 
proposes to construct 
a pipeline to deliver 
compensatory water to 
Central Coast Council, 
although there was no 
actual documentation 
in their EIS to show how 
this could be achieved,’’ 
Hayes said.

“It is because of this 
and other errors by the 
Planning Assessment 
Commission in their 
January, 2018, approval, 
that enabled the 
community group, the 
Australian Coal Alliance, 
to take the Government 
and the proponent to the 
Land and Environment 
Court last November.

“A judgement on the 
outcome of the court 
action is expected 
sometime between mid 
April and early May.”

Hayes said that the 
latest approval was 
an indication that the 
Australian government’s 
priorities were still not 
sufficiently focused on 
water conservation.

“This summer is 
showing us how precious 
water is, and how 
disastrous it can be and 
how vulnerable we are, 
when it runs dry.

“It’s reckless and 
unacceptable for a coal 
mine to undermine the 
water for the growing 
cities of the Central Coast, 
which have suffered from 
water shortages in the 
past.”

Hayes said ACA had 
already instructed their 
solicitors to request a 
‘’statement of reason’’, 
as allowed by the 
Environment Protection 

Biodiversity and 
Conservation (EPBC) Act.

“The Government has 
28 days to supply that 
information from the 
date of their approval, 
and once received, we 
have 28 days to lodge 
proceedings,” he said.

Federal Member for 
Dobell, Emma McBride, 
labelled the decision 
reckless.

“Minister Price has 
ignored the Central Coast 
community’s pleas to use 
her powers to stop this 
mine,’’ McBride said.

“This decision is short-
sighted and dangerous.

“The government is 
prepared to risk the 
water supply of the 
entire Central Coast for 
this highly speculative, 
foreign owned, coal 
project.‘’

McBride said that 
under the previous Labor 
Government, a ‘’water 
trigger’’ was written 
into the Environment 

Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation 
Act (EPBC Act) 1999 to 
protect water catchments 
from the impacts of long-
wall coal mining.

She said Labor 
had established an 
Independent Expert 
Scientific Committee 
(IESC) on Coal Seam 
Gas and Large Coal 
Mining Development to 
ensure that proposals 
for new coal mines were 
examined for their impact 
on critical water resources 
and endangered species.

In 2013, the IESC raised 
a long list of potential 
impacts of the Wallarah 
2 coal mine on the 
water catchment and 
endangered species.

“Rather than listen to 
the independent expert 
advice, this government 
recruited new IESC 
members to tell it what it 
wanted to hear,’’ McBride 
said.

“It appears the Minister 
and the Government’s 
hand-picked IESC 
members are prepared 
to allow Kores to make 
it up as they go along, 
allowing monitoring and 
self-regulation to take the 
place of proper controls.

“The set of conditions 
Minister Price has applied 
will be too little too late 
when the predicted 
subsidence occurs 
damaging water supplies 
in the catchment.

Continued P4
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Federal Environment Minister 
approves Wallarah 2 Coal Mine

Mr Barry O’Farrell and Mr Alan Hayes (centre) with four Liberal politicians promising to stop Wallarah 2 in 2011
Photo: Alan Hayes

ISSUE 200JANUARY 31, 2019 YOUR INDEPENDENT COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER     -     PH: 4325 7369

Office:  120c Erina Street, Gosford
Phone:  4325 7369
Mail:  PO Box 1056, Gosford 2250
E-mail:  editorial@centralcoastnews.net
Website:  www.centralcoastnews.net
Mobile Website: www.coastcommunitynews.com.au

Issue 001November 15, 2010

Gosford CentralGosford Central
 Community    News Community    News

The changes come as a result of the proposed construction of the EnergyAustralia Substation at Empire Bay.“The focus has been on the substation and no one has had any idea that the power lines were going through the street,” said Ruth Ross, president of the Residents of Kincumber Association.According to Allyn Hamonet, spokesperson for EnergyAustralia, the new substation would need to be serviced from existing substations from Woy Woy and Avoca resulting in the power lines being run down Melville St.Residents are concerned that the 66,000 volts, compared to the current 11,000 volts will pose a health risk to those living in close proximity to the power lines, however Mr Hamonet claims that there will be little difference in terms of the level of electromagnetic fi eld and if anything, there may be less.“Magnetic fi elds are produced by current which has to push the voltage along the line.“The higher the voltage, the less current is required which then reduces the level of magnetic fi eld,” said Mr Hamonet.Concerned resident Joanne Hughes thinks that EnergyAustralia should consider alternate routes for the power lines or the possibility of putting them underground and ensuring residents are aware of the issue.“They should be consulting more with residents, not everyone received the letters that we received, not everyone in this street is aware of it,” said Ms Hughes.However Mr Hamonet claims that residents have been kept informed about 

the status of the upgrade with newsletters and regular updates.“It’s the most heavily populated area of the whole route,” said Ms Ross.“There is a preschool, sporting oval and a retirement village, all very good reasons to consider the health risk of putting 66,000 volts overheard,” she said.Mr Hamonet said that EnergyAustralia operates well within health regulation guidelines and the increased voltage should not affect residents any more than the power lines that are currently in place.“Magnetic fi elds generated by power lines are no greater than those generated by a plasma TV or a home computer,” said Mr Hamonet.According to E n e r g y A u s t r a l i a , t h e power lines along Melville St, Kincumber were constructed in 1976 with an original view to connect to a substation in the Empire Bay area.The power lines are currently operating at 11,000 volts however, they have the capacity to function at 66,000.The power line structure will not be replaced in full to cater for the substation however according to Mr Hamonet, two, possibly three power poles will be replaced for general maintenance as well as the upgrade of overhead support structures.Representatives of Melville St met with MP Chris Hartcher on Friday, November 12, to discuss their concerns and possible alternatives.

Kaitlin Watts, 12 Nov 2010Interviewees: Allyn Hamonet, Rush Ross and Joanne Hughes 

Kincumber 
residents 

assured that 
magnetic fi elds 
are harmless

Residents in Melville St, Kincumber have voiced concerns about the 66,000 volts of electricity that will be running along overhead power lines in the street.

The proposed concept received overwhelming community support at the Gosford Challenge Mid Term Review and well known performing artists, celebrities and business people have also lent their support. Gosford Council is 

currently completing due diligence reports in the lead-up to sourcing funding for the project. “The performing arts centre remains high on our agenda and we are working with Council towards making the concept a reality. “In the meantime, the 

Central Coast Leagues Club is committed to supporting the performing arts, particularly through our entertainment program,” said Ms Suann.The plans for the proposed performing arts centre incorporate a new home for the Central Coast 

Performing Arts Centre 
design under review

The proposed performing arts centre to be constructed on the existing Central Coast Leagues Club (CCLC) site is a priority, says Belinda Suann, Business Development Manager at Central Coast Leagues Club.

Conservatorium, a 1000 seat theatre, a 1000 seat convention hall, a jazz club and a television recording studio. The design also allows for indoor and outdoor dining facilities which are important in enhancing the event experience for guests.The building designs have been based on a needs analysis report prepared by the Friends of Performing Arts Precinct (FoPAP) and much consultation with community members and experts in the areas of theatre design, sound engineering and convention management.Designs for the façade of the building have evolved from practical to impressive, in line with feedback that an iconic building identifying a performing arts and cultural precinct beside Gosford’s waterfront needs to be the uncompromising outcome. Ms Suann said the Central Coast Leagues Club is committed to making the site immediately available for the project. 

Media Release 12 Nov 2010Belidna Suann, Central Coast Leagues Club

The dog off leash exercise area was suspended at the Reserve in October last year in response to an urgency motion regarding the potential impact of dog off leash activity on the Bush Stone-curlew, a threatened species under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995.Council claims to be implementing a number of measures to reduce the potential impact of re-opening dog off leash 

areas on the surrounding environment including the implementation of black chain wire fencing to reduce pedestrian and dog access to the woodland and beach area at the south western portion of Pippi Point, educational sign posting  informing patrons of the sensitive nature of the foreshore environment and signage reminding dog owners of their legal responsibility in the collection and proper 

disposal of dog faeces. Council also states that regular monitoring of the area will be undertaken and should Council or local environment groups detect Bush Stone-curlew breeding in any of the reserves, the designated areas in which the breeding is taking place may, upon assessment, be temporarily closed to dogs and their owners.A second area at Broadwater Reserve, Seabreeze Ave, Kincumber 

has been closed to dog off and on leash activity due to the proximity to a children’s playground and Saratoga Oval Reserve, Willaroo Rd, Saratoga has been restricted to on leash activity only.Council will review its recommendations for all six sites in 24 months.Endorsed sites will be re-opened for dog off leash activity once signage has been installed and recommendations actioned.

Council Agenda, 2 Nov 2010ENV.58

Changes to dog exercise 
areas in Davistown,

 Kincumber and Saratoga

Gosford City Council has endorsed the re-opening of the dog off leash exercise area at Illoura Reserve, Mireen Ave Davistown.
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Local trade union and community members rallied in Gosford on Bastille Day, Thursday, July 14, to protest against the NSW Government’s public sector workplace laws which takes away the workplace rights of teachers, nurses, fi refi ghters, prison offi cers and other public sector workers. For the full story and pictures, see Page 7

Unionists storm the 
Bastille in Gosford

The Memorandum of Understanding demonstrates the ongoing commitment between Council and the Central Coast Regional Development Corporation to provide a co-operative and integrated approach to the planning and development of the Gosford City Centre.The NSW Government’s Department of Lands and Central Coast Regional Development Corporation have partnered with Council to develop Our City, Our Destiny-Gosford City centre Masterplan, to revitalise the Gosford City Centre so that it can truly live up to its iconic status as the Capital of the Central Coast.The Memorandum of Understanding refl ects both parties’ commitment to facilitate the process.It outlines the role of both parties in their contribution to revitalising the City Centre and enhancing the social fabric and economic health of the local region.According to Council, the intention of both parties is 

to ensure that the Gosford City Centre is developed in a manner that is consistent with the goals and aspirations of the Gosford City Centre Masterplan and both parties will work cooperatively to promote an open and consultative approach to moving the City Centre forward.Both parties have agreed to ensure that the Gosford City Centre is developed in a manner that is consistent with the goals and aspirations of the Gosford City Centre Masterplan, complements the overall planning framework for the city, promotes and positions Gosford City Centre as a place to invest in, live in, do business, study and as a fi rst choice place for employment, deliver a sustainable economic and management framework and make the centre attractive to the property development sector and as a place to invest.The parties each have specifi c responsibilities under respective NSW 

legislation and through various other obligations.Central Coast Regional Development Corporation is responsible under the Growth Centres Act for promoting, coordinating, managing and securing the orderly economic development of Gosford and Wyong and Council has a range of responsibilities under the Local Government Act 1993 for development and sustainable management on behalf of the Gosford community and the State of NSW.The Gosford City Centre Plan identifi es the potential of the waterfront for tourism, passive recreation and notes that “a challenge…will be to preserve essential harbour activities…while opening up the harbour to a wider range of uses for recreation, tourism, retail-café and community purposes.”

Email, 12 Jul 2011Gosford Council MediaCouncil Agenda GEN.11, 12 Jul 2011

Council agrees to 
memorandum

At the reconvened council meeting of Tuesday July 12, Gosford Council unanimously agreed to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Central Coast Regional Development Corporation (CCRDC).

“Regional Development Australia Central Coast is aware of this joint study being undertaken between the Federal Government and NSW Government, and welcome the opportunity to engage with Government representatives to advance the possibility of a Central Coast based international airport,” said Regional Development Australia Central Coast chair Mr John Dawson.Mr Dawson said the Regional Strategy for the Central Coast predicts job growth requirements of 45,000 over the next 25 years to service expected population growth, 

and an airport creating approximately 6000 jobs would make a large dent in this target.“The positive impacts would be enormous in terms of the economy, jobs and tourism,” he said.“Regional Development Australia Central Coast expects that the assessment process will involve an in-depth analysis of the economic, social, cultural and environmental impacts before any fi nal decision is taken.“For Sydney’s second airport to operate successfully on the Central Coast it would require a very fast train connection, 

another signifi cant infrastructure investment, which would not only be a boon for Central Coast commuters, but have the potential to energise centre developments such as Warnervale, Gosford City and waterfront, and Mt Penang.“Regional Development Australia Central Coast looks forward to the fi ndings of the study being announced in the near future,” said Mr Dawson.

Media Release, 8 Jul 2011John Dawson, Regional Development Australia Central Coast

This follows the Federal Government recently commissioning a joint study with the State Government into Sydney’s airport needs and related transport matters.The committee responsible for carrying out this joint study is chaired by both the Head of the Infrastructure and Transport Department Mr Mike Mrdak and Mr Sam Haddad from the NSW Planning Department and are preparing a report for both governments, to be completed in the second half of the year.These reports will contain 

a series of economic models that outline Sydney’s transport needs.Gosford Council’s general manager Mr Peter Wilson said that both the State and Federal Governments will review the report before any possible locations are put forward.“This is an extensive process and a number of options are being investigated, including the Central Coast, all of which will be reviewed by both governments in an effort to fi nd the most suitable site.“We need to wait for the recommendations of this report which will be 

available later this year before we begin jumping to any conclusions.“While Council has no direct involvement in this investigation we are more than happy to provide information or assistance for the joint study if requested.“ F o l l o w i n g recommendations coming from the report, we are also open to being engaged by the Federal and State Governments to discuss this issue,” said Mr Wilson.

Media Release, 1 Jul 2011Gosford Council Media

Speculation on 
new airport

Informal discussions in regards to speculation that a second Sydney Airport may be located on the Central Coast were raised at the Central Coast Regional Organisation of Councils (CCROC) Meeting on Thursday, June 30.

Development association 
backs airport proposal

Regional Development Australia Central Coast NSW has announced it is eager to see a Central Coast site, considered as part of a study into the need for a second Sydney airport.
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The presentation will offer the general public access to their controversial and surprising research that identifies close links between Australia and ancient Egypt as well as identifying some 25 separate art styles-techniques of Aboriginal and Egyptian origin.Mr Strong said he believes that the Central Coast region has an ancient history written in stone that has been hidden for thousands of years.Mr Von Senff said he was so taken by the discovery of ancient hieroglyphs in the Kariong area that he has devoted his second PhD entirely to the subject.

Introduced to each other by local advocate and respected community member Ms Nina Angelo OAM, the two are now combining forces to present startling evidence that proves the Central Coast has an ancient, completely untold history in its very own backyard.On the morning of the presentation local identity, bush-tucker man and passionate community leader, Jake Cassar will share his knowledge in a hands-on and interactive tour, starting from Kariong and taking the group to the site of the mysterious Hieroglyphs.

Media Release, 25 Nov 2011 Kariong Arts Barn

Hieroglyphs reveal
 hidden history

A presentation will be held at the Arts Barn in Kariong on Sunday, December 11, from 2-4pm, by Ancient History specialist Mr Steven Strong and former skeptic and accomplished academic Dr Hans Dieter Von Senff.

Hieroglyphs found at Kariong

The Department of Planning and Infrastructure is exhibiting the proposed controls which have been submitted by the Central Coast Regional Development Corporation.According to the proposed controls, the Gosford waterfront site has the potential to deliver a wide range of uses, including up to 125,000 square metres for residential premises, at least 60,000 square metres for commercial and retail uses, up to 20,000 square metres for hotel or serviced apartments and at least 15,000 square metres for entertainment and community facilities.The community now has the chance to comment documents comprising a State significant site (SSS) study – which provides the context for, and a description of, the proposed planning controls, a State Environmental Planning Policy (SEPP) amendment which provides the statutory zoning, height and gross floor area 

information and a development control plan which outlines more fine-grain controls covering issues such as building alignments and setbacks, parking and the public domain.Overall, some 700 additional residential dwellings and more than 4000 new jobs are proposed to be provided across the 52 hectare waterfront site (including 18 hectares of land and 33 hectares of water).The documents are on exhibition until January 31.The proposed planning controls have been prepared to broadly implement the vision outlined in The Landing at Gosford masterplan.This masterplan was publicly exhibited from September to early November.

Media Release, 30 Nov 2011 Laurel-Lee Roderick, NSW Department of Planning and Infrastructure

Feedback 
sought for The 

Landing

Feedback is being sought on the key planning controls to support the proposed revitalisation of the Gosford waterfront area, known as The Landing at Gosford.

The proposed development area on the Gosford waterfront
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Coastal Residents Incorporated secretary Mr Pat Aiken said the group invited Gosford councillors to attend the rally and explain why they had agreed to the persecution of a small group of people whose properties were affected by Gosford Council’s forecasts for sea level rise.“The encoding of S149 (5) Planning Certifi cates with information that is blatantly exaggerated, in our opinion, demonstrates that you [Gosford councillors] have not acted in good faith and that you have not demonstrated a duty of care to those residents affected by your decision to support the recommendation of Council offi cers,” said Mr Aiken.“This decision exposes Gosford Council to future litigation and has already damaged the livelihood and wellbeing of thousands of Gosford City residents,” he said.Mr Aiken went on to say that Council continued 

to claim that it would offer information sessions and public forums so the community could have their say, but after two years, there had been none.“The water of Gosford Harbour is known to be the benchmark for the current 1:100 fl ood planning levels for all of Brisbane Water and yet Gosford Council has laid out proposals that amount to abandonment of Davistown, Empire Bay and Woy Woy as a consequence of Sea Level Rise projections and at cost to those property 

owners.“But the mayor then announced a need to raise public funds through a rate increase to support a commercial project that would be constructed on equally adversely affected land,” said Mr Aiken.Gosford Council has claimed that over 9000 properties were potentially affected by Sea Level Rise, but according to Mr Aiken, the projections were based on exaggerated claims of the CSIRO.“The sea level rise 

records from Fort Denison, Newcastle and Port Kembla do not agree with the recent claims by the CSIRO that NSW waters indicate an average sea level rise of 5mm average per year from 1993 until 2011.“This is a blatant exaggeration of facts.“The Australian Bureau of Meteorology Australian Sea Level Survey 2009 states that average Australian Sea Level over an average of 42 years is 1.4mm-year with a standard deviation of 0.7mm-year. 

“The same survey states that Fort Denison, Newcastle and Port Kembla have averaged less than 1mm sea level rise for periods up to 100 years.“Manly Hydraulics Laboratory, a NSW State Government agency, manages 21 tide gauges including fi ve open ocean gauges and including Fort Denison which provides high quality long term sea level data to government agencies around the world.“The CSIRO has ignored this information and instead 

published a document that indicates an average 5mm sea level rise for NSW Coastal Waters from 1993 until 2007 while Fort Denison indicates 0.4mm per year for the same period.“An exaggeration of over 1000 per cent.“Gosford Council appeared to support Tanya Plibersek and Deborah O’Neill who cornered a group of retirees, threatened them with coastal fl ooding of their properties unless a carbon tax was put in place and then walked away.“Gosford Council has also walked away.“Gosford Council will not engage in the consultation that was promised and our mayor, in an ABC local broadcast, has labelled those who oppose the decision of Gosford Council as sceptics. “We are sceptical.“We are sceptical of the claims made by Gosford Council that 9000 properties are affected and apparently being so concerned, Council still continues to retain information on planning certifi cates knowing how damaging this information has become,” he said.

Media Release, 6 Apr 2012 Pat Aiken, Coastal Residents Incorporated

Council will also seek advice on the implications should it withdraw the section 149 certifi cate message pertaining to sea level rise until the NSW State Government provides direction for a consistent approach and message.It will also continue to assist community members in dealing with insurance companies where they have received signifi cantly increased insurance premiums due to fl ood risk and will write to the State Government requesting they make representations 

to the Insurance Council of Australia to ensure individual insurance companies determine their premiums in an appropriate manner and so avoid unjustifi able increases in annual premiums.Coastal Residents Incorporated president Mr Len Gibbon spoke to Council at its meeting of Tuesday, May 1, and said the s149 (5) planning certifi cate was “invalid”.He said Council was acting outside of their authority and was “guilty of destroying whole 

communities”.“We call it irresponsible vandalism,” he said.Gosford mayor Cr Laurie Maher said he thought insurance companies were abusing the policy.Council developed sea level rise vulnerability mapping and, as part of developing these maps, used its discretion to share that information with current and future owners via a s149 (5) message.The message stated that the land had been identifi ed as being potentially affected by sea level rise of up to 

0.9m by the year 2100 as adopted by Council at its meeting held on December 1, 2009.It went on to say that: “Council’s adopted sea level rise planning level of 0.9m is consistent with the NSW State Government’s Sea Level Rise Policy Statement.”“All applications to develop the land need to consider sea level rise but as council does not currently have relevant strategic plans with respect to management of sea level rise for the area, no specifi c sea level rise development controls apply to this land.“Council is currently undertaking a program of studies that may affect future development on the land.”

The NSW Sea Level Rise Policy was released in October 2009 and provided sea level rise planning benchmarks to assist council in risk assessment and planning.In August 2010 the “NSW Coastal Planning Guideline: Adapting to Sea Level Rise” was released by the State Government establishing planning principles to be applied by local government without clear direction or legislative backing.The process also lacked any form of communication strategy or community consultation from the State Government.Council’s report of Tuesday, May 1, stated that it had attempted to seek clarifi cation and clearer direction on various issues 

that surrounded sea level rise encoding, however, the State Government to date has failed to provide any clear and consistent direction for Councils on the NSW coast.“NSW coastal communities are confused and angry at the differences of planning and communication strategies being undertaken by Councils.“This frustration can only be resolved by direction from the State Government as to specifi cally when and what messages should be placed on s149 certifi cates to ensure consistency across all Councils.”Gosford Council Agenda NM.7, 1 May 2012 

Council to seek advice on sea level rises
Gosford Council has resolved to write to the Minister for the Central Coast, NSW Department of Planning and Infrastructure, NSW Offi ce of Environment and Heritage and the Commonwealth Department of Climate Change and Energy Effi ciency to request a consistent approach to sea level rise mapping and property certifi cate messaging to relevant land owners across the eastern seaboard of NSW. 

The sea level rise rally in Gosford Photos: ValsPix

Coastal residents protest
Co a s t a l R e s i d e n t s Incorporated held a sea level rally on Friday, April 27, at Gosford City Park to protest against the encoding of S149 (5) planning certifi cates.
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Gosford Public School Action Group chairperson Ms Jackie Draper, Central Coast Greens representative Ms Kate da Costa and Henry Kendall High School P and C president Mr Rob Wilcox spoke to the panel along with Teachers Federation representative Ms Debbie Westacott, Gosford Public School P and C president Mr Stephan Thomas and Gosford Waterfront Action Group representative Mr Gary Jackson.“The whole proposal and documentation has been insultingly inadequate,” said Ms da Costa.“The refusal of both 

the previous and current government to consider any other site than Henry Kendall High School has reduced the time for proper planning, but 

the children of Gosford Public School and Henry Kendall High School should not be punished for government intransigence.

“This will set precedence for mergers and the selloff of schools around the state. “Many people worked tirelessly on this campaign, 

supported by Dr John Kaye, Greens MLC in State Parliament.“The petition, with over 10,500 signatures, thousands 

of letters, the teachers the parents and everyone who has to make this transition work have been ignored.“This State government was elected on a promise to listen to and empower local communities, but this forced relocation over the wishes of the entire community has made a mockery of the Coalition’s promise.“The move, promoted as a way of paying for much needed and overdue upgrades, is a false economy. “As soon as the new school opens, it and the high school will be at capacity.“The Government will fi nd itself very soon having to pay for an entire new school, but they appear to only be interested in the current budget.“We will be keeping a close eye on the merged schools and the old waterfront site to see how long it takes for anything to appear there which will benefi t the community,” said Ms da Costa.Email, 21 Sep 2012 Kate da Costa, Central Coast Greens

Community objections overruled
A d e c i s i o n was made on Thursday, September 20, by the Joint Regional Planning Panel (JRPP) to approve the development application to relocate Gosford Public School to the grounds of Henry Kendall High School.

Wingecarribee Shire Council, along with City of Swan and Parkes Shire Councils, led the class action case, which involved a total of 72 plaintiffs.Although Gosford Council was not involved in the class action case, Council’s director of corporate services, Mr Nic Pasternatsky said Council 

would be following the case closely and would be guided by their own independent legal advice.Wingecarribee Shire Council was seeking to recover approximately $20million in potential losses. The court found that the Council was misled by negligent advice and that the 

Australian arm of Lehman Brothers, previously known as Grange Securities, had engaged in deceptive conduct, breach of contract and a breach of its fi duciary duties.Newly elected mayor, and Chair of Wingecarribee Council’s Finance Committee, Cr Juliet Arkwright said the decision vindicated the 

Council’s decision to instigate legal action against Lehman Brothers in a bid to recoup funds lost in fi nancial products known as collaterised debt obligations (CDOs). “This case has been an ongoing process, and we are very pleased with the result.“We can now attempt to recoup funds,” Cr Arkwright said. “However the ruling does not stipulate how much, or indeed when we can expect to see monies returned,” she 

said.“And whilst we may never receive all of our funds invested, any money recovered will have an enormous benefi t for the community as it will be fed back into Council services and community assets.” Wingecarribee Shire Council has already recovered $8.6 million from CDO investments, and still holds $11.6 million. The Council now awaits a court date in November when Justice Steven Rares will give 

fi nal orders that will confi rm details of the compensation that Lehman Brothers Australia will be liable for. The published reasons for judgment and the summary of the decision are available at www.fedcourt.gov.au.

Media statement, 21 Sep 2012 Nic Pasternatsky, Gosford CouncilMedia Release, 24 Sep 2012 WingecarribeeShire Council

Federal Court rules 
against Lehman Brothers

Gosford Council has said it will seek legal advice following the ruling from the Federal Court of Australia on Friday, September 21, that investment company Lehman Brothers Australia is liable for millions of dollars lost by Councils via failed investments.
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Over 6,500 homes lose 
power due to severe storms

Around 6,500 homes in Peats Ridge, Mooney Mooney, Kariong, Kulnura, Mount White and Narara were without power over the weekend of February 23 and 24 following severe storms in the region.

Additional crews from Ausgrid were sent from Newcastle and Sydney to assist in the restoration efforts as well as tree trimming crews to help cut away large trees and branches entangled in the electricity network. In some sections of major cable from Ausgrid's Somersby Zone Substation, large trees had fallen every 200 metres, making 

the repair job even more diffi cult. Gosford SES controller Mr Rolf Poole said 200 calls were received from the Gosford area regarding damaged roofs, fallen trees, leaking roofs and fl oods.Flooding occurred on the Central Coast Highway at the Racecourse Rd intersection, Shepard St in Umina, Wells St in Springfi eld and Showground 

Rd Narara.NSW Police deputy state emergency operations controller, assistant commissioner Alan Clarke said emergency service personnel were "frustrated that valuable time and resources were being wasted to rescue motorists who were blatantly ignoring signs that roads are closed".“We are again appealing for motorists, and members 

of the public to never enter fl oodwaters or cross fl ooded causeways.“It is dangerous for them and for those who have to rescue them.“Emergency services are tied up assisting people who have been affected by the weather and shouldn’t have to divert their resources to those who don’t heed warnings and act in a foolish manner.“Motorists intending to drive are urged to slow down, be patient and drive to the conditions as many 

roads are affected by surface water.“Most importantly motorists need to be mindful of the dangers of fl ooded roads due to hidden dangers and debris."Drivers should never enter fl oodwaters or cross fl ooded causeways,” assistant commissioner Clarke said. In the 24 hours leading up to Saturday, February 23, Narara received 36mm of rain, Kincumber 25mm and Lisarow 38mm.On Sunday, February 

24, Kincumber had 64mm, Narara had 72 and Lisarow received 122mm.A number of beaches were closed over the weekend including Avoca, Copacabana, Killcare, North Avoca and Wamberal due to dangerous sea conditions.

Media Release, 24 Feb 2013Ausgrid MediaMedia Release, 23 Feb 2013NSW Police MediaWebsite, 24 Feb 2013Bureau of Meteorology

A tree down at Waratah Rd, Mangrove Mountain, which brought down 11,000 Volt powerlines A road closure on the Central Coast
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The Learning and Enterprise Centre proposal involved the establishment of a City Library and business hub, teleworking facilities and a university presence.The application for $7 million in funding, to be matched by council’s $8.1 million contribution, was unsuccessful.“It seems that once again the Central Coast misses out on signifi cant infrastructure that would have provided better jobs 

and better education for our children,” said Cr Jeff Strickson.A meeting will now be requested with the newly elected deputy prime minister Mr Anthony Albanese to discuss why the application was not accepted even though it met all the essential criteria and had support from the wider community.Member for Robertson Ms Deborah O’Neill said that, like all locals, she was disappointed that the 

funding for the project was not successful.“I understand that the applications are awarded on merit by an independent panel,” said Ms O’Neill.“I am committed to the fi ght to fund Kibbleplex, a comprehensive answer to Gosford’s employment and educational needs.“I see it as a joint project with Gosford Council, and other community partners.I am proud of the investment that we have already brought to Gosford 

with the early rollout of the National Broadband Network.“New businesses are already relocating to the Coast to take advantage of the superfast and reliable broadband services available in the CBD.“We have also recently secured $2.3m for the Gosford TAFE to run the E-Links educational program, only made possible with the NBN-Enabled Education and Skills Services Program.“Gosford City Council was awarded an additional $668,000 under round four of the RDAF for local community infrastructure.

“We are investing in regional Australia.“I welcome Chris Holstein’s public declaration of support for the project, and hope that funds from the State Government follow.“While this round of RDAF is over, I will continue to fi ght very hard for the $7.5m being sought for this project.“I know how much it means to our community and the important message it will send to prospective investors that Gosford is open for business and open to opportunity,” said Ms O’Neill.Liberal candidate 

for Robertson Ms Lucy Wicks said she was also disappointed that the funding didn’t come through.“The Kibbleplex project would create badly needed new jobs and business and educational facilities in the centre of Gosford, but now the whole project is in jeopardy.”

Gosford Council Agenda UM.4, 2 Jul 2013Media release, 3 Jul 2013Richard Mehrtens, Offi ce of Deborah O’NeillMedia release, 15 Jul 2013Mary Doherty, Offi ce of Lucy Wicks

Kibbleplex funding rejected
Gosford Council has missed out on round four Regional Development Australia Funding (RDAF) which had been sought for the proposed Kibbleplex project in the Market Town building in Gosford.

The four-storey tower will become home to the new Reliance GP Super Clinic. “The Riverside Offi ce Tower currently paves the way for a greener future with optimum energy effi ciency and guaranteed savings in light and power,” said Riverside Park proprietor Mr Matthew Gibbens.“It is the only building on the Central Coast to have a 4.5 star NABER rating,” he said.The Offi ce Tower covers a total of 6,300m² in size and boasts a grand foyer complete with sandstone feature walls, two lifts, Jimmy G’s cafe and pharmacy.

Other tenants include FLSmidth and Commonwealth Bank Business Banking. The GP Super Clinic will include 14 doctors, 30 medical specialists, 33 treatment rooms, pathology, radiology and X-ray services and more.The Clinic will have an emphasis on preventative health care and operate seven days per week until 10pm. To-date the Gibbens Group for Riverside Park have completed projects in conjunction with major national brands including Dan Murphy’s, KFC, Storage King, Westpac, Australian Red Cross and 

MoneyWise. “All work completed by the Gibbens Group remains on target in terms of budget and timeframes”, Mathew Gibbens said. While the majority of the offi ce tower is now leased, there are still some spaces available for sale or lease starting from 76m² in size.The next stage of the development is already underway with the construction of the 15,000m2 Masters Home Improvement and Medical Suites building due for completion by December.

Media release, 12 Jul 2013Matthew Gibbens, Riverside Park

Riverside Offi ce 
Tower to open soon
Final preparations are being made as Riverside Park gets ready to unveil its latest development on Friday, August 9.
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The Gosford B u s i n e s s Improvemen t District (GBID) P r o m o t i o n s Committee held its annual Gosford City Christmas Parade on Saturday, November 30.Entries had been coming in from across the Central Coast in the lead up to the event, with community groups, organisations and businesses all wanting to join the Christmas Parade.GBID manager Mr Paul Brasch said the annual Christmas Parade was a well-established tradition in Gosford where Mann St is blocked off and transformed 

with all the colour and excitement of a Christmas Parade.“The Parade attracted thousands of people who lined Mann St ready to see what we roll out,” Mr Brasch said.The parade saw marching bands, vintage cars and fi re engines, costumed characters, business fl oats, roller girls, animals and Santa of course.Central Coast Highland Dancing Inc won the business award for the Christmas Parade.The organisation won a $5,000 media package which will be used to further promote Highland Dancing in the Central Coast Region.Market stalls were set 

up from 9am on the day in Kibble Park.The parade travelled down Mann St, Gosford, at 11am, and ran until just before midday.After the parade, there were many free activities for the whole family in Kibble Park, entertainment on the main stage and food and gift market stalls.There were also jumping castles, Zorb balls, train rides, a giant chess set, giant snow dome and a waterslide.

Media release, 20 Nov 2013Paul Brasch, Gosford Business Improvement DistrictWebsite, 2 Dec 2013Facebook

Thousands attend 
Christmas Parade

Central Coast Highland Dancing group
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Waving signs and chanting, a group of 35 residents hand delivered a 240,000 strong petition and a bunch of bananas to the offi ce of Ms Wicks on the day that Federal Cabinet met to fi nalise changes to the upcoming Budget.Jack Lloyd from Umina, who organised the Robertson petition delivery, said: “I got involved because I want to make sure my local member understands how important the ABC is to our region.”More than 1,400 residents of Robertson signed the petition with two public meetings held recently with a focus on the effects of budget cuts on ABC operations on the Central Coast and nationally.Mr Lloyd, however, said that within 24 hours of the petition delivery to over 60 Members of the House of Representatives across Australia, a media leak indicated that Federal Cabinet had decided to axe the ABC overseas service.“Closure of the ABC overseas service is a direct contravention of the ABC Charter because it stops 

the ABC from broadcasting directly to Australian residents living overseas.“Furthermore, the impact of budget cuts makes it more likely that we will lose the local radio station, ABC 92.5.“So much for the promises of our Prime Minister, Tony Abbott and our local representative, Ms Lucy Wicks,” said Mr Lloyd.“Mr Abbott said prior to the Federal election that there would be ‘no cuts to the ABC’.”Mr Lloyd said Ms Wicks met for half an hour with leaders of the delivery protest 

and said the government had no plans to privatise or alter the charters of the ABC or SBS.She said that she had personally met with ABC representatives to emphasise the importance of retaining the local ABC 92.5 station.She said she hoped that it could be relocated to another location when its lease in Erina Fair expires in July.She emphasised that the government had undertaken a review of the ABC because it wanted to be sure that effi cient use was being made of taxpayer funds.

However, she did not respond directly to the request that she plead a special case for the ABC with the Minister for Communications, the Hon. Malcolm Turnbull.Members of Friends of the ABC emphasised that because of the topography and the geography of the Central Coast, only two of fi ve ABC radio services could be accessed by local resident and an upgrade was needed rather than cuts to service.Over 65 petition deliveries took place in regional towns and cities across every state and territory, including 

in the electorates of key budget decision-makers, Communication Minister Turnbull, Treasurer Hockey and Prime Minister Abbott.GetUp’s national director Sam Mclean said: “This is the fastest growing petition we’ve ever had and it’s on the way to being our biggest, which underlines just how seriously Australians take this threat to their ABC.” “Now, with petition deliveries happening at Federal MPs’ offi ces right across the country, thousands of Australians are making it clear they love their 

ABC and are ready to fi ght for it.”In a formal statement to Coast Community News, Ms Wicks said she had met with presenter Scott Levi and producers at ABC Central Coast 92.5 FM regarding the relocation of the station.“I have been told by the ABC that the relocation of the ABC Central Coast studio is an issue with the lease and they are currently looking at suitable alternative sites but there are certainly no plans not to continue the service,” said Ms Wicks.“As the local member, I am a strong supporter of local radio here on the Coast, and have written to ABC managing director Mark Scott to express this, and met with ABC State director Peter Longman in January.“As the mid-year fi nancial outlook revealed, the Budget is in a much worse state than Labor had forecast.“If left unchanged, the Commonwealth Budget would be heading to combined defi cits of $123 billion over the next four years. “That is why the Coalition is reviewing every public agency to ensure taxpayers are getting full value for money.“The ABC and SBS are no exception, they have an obligation to their owners, the Australian people, to run their organisations as effi ciently and cost effectively as possible,” said Ms Wicks.Media releases, 7 & 9 May 2014Jack Lloyd, UminaMedia statement, 7 May 2014Tim Sowden, offi ce of Lucy Wicks MP

“Aunty” lovers protest 
suspected cuts to the ABC

Voters in the R o b e r t s o n e l e c t o r a t e gathered outside the offi ce of local member Ms Lucy Wicks on Wednesday, May 7, to urge her to plead a special case to protect the ABC, joining thousands making simultaneous petition deliveries around the country.

Protestors outside the offi ce of Member for Robertson Ms Lucy Wicks
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Gosford Council has given the green light for the fi nal land release in Terrigal, approving the Stevens Group’s m a s t e r - p l a n n e d development – Kings Estate Terrigal.Kings Estate Terrigal will deliver 135 lots on 54.1 hectares of land located on Kings Ave at Terrigal, of which 18 hectares will be set aside to ensure the environment and ambience of the land is maintained.This will be the fi rst major residential development in Terrigal in more than 10 years, after the Stevens Group lodged a DA with Gosford Council earlier this year.The approved DA refl ects a lower density development, with land that backs onto natural reserves and has an overall 135 lots, ranging from around 570m2 to more than 2,700m2.The development is scheduled to be completed in various stages, with 18 hectares allocated to Gosford Council under the Coastal Open Space 

System.The Coastal Open Space System includes part of Kincumba Mountain.Stevens Group managing director Mr John Stevens said: “The focus 

for us on this development is very much on delivering an estate that embraces the natural beauty of the area and ensures the waterways and wildlife corridors are kept to the highest 

of standards, while also boasting large lots.“To achieve this, we have dropped the density on site to ensure a minimum lot size of 570m2, while maintaining the natural 

landscape by earmarking a substantial portion of the land to the Coastal Open Space System.“Further to this, the site will be developed under Community Title.

“The Community Title will allow for the effective management of community assets into the future and the creation of guidelines to steer the architectural integrity of the development, guaranteeing homes suit the landform and environment.“We are very excited about this project and what it means for Terrigal and the Central Coast.“This is the last land release in Terrigal and follows a 17-year rezoning and approval process.“With pent up interest from buyers, generated from the long wait for the land, it is anticipated that when lots go to market in mid-October, many of the lots will be snatched up in record time,” said Mr Stevens.Kings Estate Terrigal is named after the King family who were the original land owners in the area.

Media release, 24 Sep 2014Ashleigh Milne, Brilliant Logic

Kings Estate Terrigal multi-million 
dollar land release approved

With the population of the Central Coast projected to increase to almost 387,000 by 2031, the Discussion Paper was launched to 

kick start the conversation about the Coast’s future, in particular the focus on creating more jobs closer to home.

“The Central Coast is a great place to live and raise a family, but there are real challenges we need to address if the community is 

to harness the region’s full potential,” Ms Goward said.Mr Stokes said: “As the Coast grows, it’s critical we have the jobs, transport, roads, health services and jobs to allow the area to thrive in the future and that’s why the NSW Government 

is planning for a growing Central Coast now.”The Your Future Central Coast discussion paper is the fi rst step in developing this plan.Feedback received will inform the draft regional growth and infrastructure 

plan.Like the discussion paper, the draft plan will be released for further consultation and feedback.

Email 19 Sep 2014Central Coast Regional Development Corporation

Your Future Central Coast discussion paper launched
Minister for Planning Ms Pru Goward and Minister for the Central Coast and Assistant Minister for Planning Mr Rob Stokes launched the Department of Planning and Environment’s discussion paper Your Future Central Coast on Friday, September 19.

Issue 005March 14, 2011

Gosford CentralGosford Central
 Community    News Community    News

Your independent local newspaper

The new 22,000m2 warehouse and distribution centre will become the centre of the electrical supplier’s $8 billion network upgrade, including the holding station for major electrical equipment such as transformers and cables.Ausgrid’s managing director Mr George Maltabarow said the Central Coast was fast becoming an important cog in the company’s operations.“Our network administrative services 

on the Central Coast are based at Tuggerah and we’re building a new super-depot at Ourimbah,” Mr Maltabarow said.“They are now joined by our central warehouse at Somersby that will become the key point to supply equipment needed for our $8 billion network upgrade.”Mr Maltabarow said Ausgrid already had 350 people stationed on the Central Coast helping to deliver $600 million of electrical upgrades and 

70,000 maintenance tasks each year across the region.“We have now directly employed another 13 people from the Central Coast to help run this new warehouse,” he said.“It is a central point for our network operations, so its location, scale and technology will help drive even greater effi ciency in delivering one of Australia’s largest infrastructure programs.”The site was previously used by Coles as a central 

distribution facility, but has since undergone an $11 million fi t out to allow the safe and effi cient storage of electrical equipment. “It will accommodate an expected 64% increase in general materials and three times the number of cable deliveries required for our capital works program,” Mr Maltabarow said.“It will also mean a more secure, safer and better controlled facility.”

Media Release, 3 Mar 2011Allyn Hamonet, Ausgrid

New depot to help deliver
 building program

Ausgrid (formerly Energy Australia) has relocated its logistical headquarters to Somersby to help deliver one of Australia’s largest infrastructure programs.

“These upgrades will provide a safer, smoother route for motorists”, said Labor candidate for Gosford Ms Katie Smith.“I look forward to the upgrades completion in 

mid-march and an improved journey on Woy Woy road”, said Ms Smith.“I’d ask everyone persevere. I have experienced the congestion that has built up this week 

fi rst hand.  “But can assume you that there will be a greatly improved journey on Woy Woy road once the project is fi nished,” she said.Ms Smith said she is 

Woy Woy Rd receives 
upgrade grant

The NSW Government has provided $128,000 for the upgrade of Woy Woy Rd, Kariong, with completion expected by mid-March. aware that there are other road works underway and has asked everyone to take care. “This is a diffi cult time but the end result will be worth it,” she said.

Media Release, 4 Mar 2011Katie Smith, Labor

Ms Smith sent a letter to the Gosford Council general manager Mr Peter Wilson stating that it had been brought to her attention by several members of the public that Cr Holstein may be using Council facilities to benefit his campaign.“Matters reported included holding meetings with relevant persons in the Mann St building and use of Council staff for campaign matters,” said Ms Smith.“I am now aware that he is holding meetings with members of the public to discuss campaign matters in Council run buildings.“It is not case where he is meeting with community groups operating out of the building as an invited speaker but he is actually running his campaign on these occasions,” said Ms Smith.Cr Holstein said the unfounded allegations concerned the use of the Over 50s facilities and a recent meeting with the shadow minister for arts Mr Anthony Roberts.“This just goes to show that this is nothing more than dirty politics from a candidate who represents a party that has nothing to say and nothing constructive to offer the people of Gosford,” Mr Holstein said. “Both matters were referred to Gosford City Council for a thorough investigation and the general manager Mr Peter Wilson has confirmed that absolutely no evidence of any misuse of Council facilities or staff could be 

found,” Mr Holstein said.In a letter from Mr Wilson to Cr Holstein it was confirmed that there was no evidence Cr Holstein had used the facilities inappropriately.“Investigations were also undertaken into the allegation of Council staff assisting you in your campaign,” said Mr Wilson.“A number of staff were interviewed and there is no evidence to support this allegation,” he said.Cr Holstein has announced that he is now calling on Ms Smith for an immediate apology for the unfounded allegations and an apology to Gosford Council for “wasting their resources and time in a needless investigation”.“As the Premier has said sorry for the appalling performance of her Labor government for the past 16 years, the Labor candidate must also issue an apology.“Let’s get real, while the Labor candidate is wasting time on looking for any grubby issue to build her profile, I am focusing on the people of this electorate.“I am fighting to ensure Gosford gets the investment in critical services and infrastructure denied by this do nothing, deliver nothing Labor Government,” Mr Holstein said.

Media Release, 17 Feb 2011Chris Holstein, LiberalPeninsula News, 21 Feb 2011

Holstein 
cleared of 
allegations

Liberal candidate for Gosford Cr Chris Holstein has welcomed a Council report clearing him of allegations raised by Labor candidate Ms Katie Smith that he was using Council facilities to conduct his campaign for the state seat of Gosford.
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Concerns over 
West Gosford intersection

The West Gosford intersection

A member of the public found two devices glued to an ATM at a fi nancial institution on Mann Street, Gosford, just after 10.40am.

Police from Brisbane Water Local Area Command and Forensic Services Group attended the scene and conducted inquiries.

The items were seized for examination.Local detectives are appealing for public help as they continue their inquiries.

Skimming devices found on ATM 
Detectives are appealing for public assistance after skimming devices were discovered attached to an ATM in Mann St, Gosford, on Tuesday, April 5.

Investigators are keen to speak with two men who were in the vicinity of the ATM about 6.30am yesterday.They have released closed-circuit television (CCTV) images of the two 

men.Police believe the men might be able to help them with their inquiriesAnyone who knows the identity of the men or their current whereabouts is urged to contact Gosford 

Detectives via Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000.

Media Release, 6 Apr 2011NSW Police Media

Council has requested the provision of independent, comprehensive, objective and quality information on the possible merger be placed on the Agenda for the next central Coast Regional Organisation of Councils (CCROC) as the basis for extensive consultation.According to the Council report, the two Councils have been working closely in all aspects of operation.“The staff at both Councils have been working closely together to maximise effi ciency, reduce duplication, develop common policies and develop and deliver projects across the Central Coast.”According to the report, other areas could benefi t from further cooperation including waste operations, library services, child care services, fl eet operations, information and technology services, human resource services, environmental plans, 

development control plans, community strategic plans, fees and charges and policies.The concept of the merger has been discussed between the Councils in the past, with the last debate taking place in 2003 when the then Minister for Local Government, the Honourable Tony Kelly, wrote to all NSW Councils seeking a response on the actions being taken to review their boundaries and identify areas for further cooperation.Gosford Council undertook a statistically valid phone survey across the Local Government Area.As a result of the survey, Council concluded that 42.8 per cent were opposed to the amalgamation of Gosford and Wyong Councils with 39.5 per cent in support and 17.7 per cent did-could not answer.

Council Agenda MM.6, 5 Apr 2011

Council 
considers 
merger

In a Mayoral Minute in its meeting held on Tuesday April 5, Gosford Council resolved to investigate the possible amalgamation of Gosford and Wyong Councils.

Peninsula Chamber of Commerce president Mr Matthew Wales said the Peninsula business community is concerned that the current approval and funding of the signalised intersection at the Central Coast Highway-Brisbane Water Drive intersection may be scrapped, but newly elected member for Gosford Cr Chris Holstein said he is looking for the best option for the long term at the best value.“I’ve been fi ghting for it for 14 years and I now see my responsibility and my job to make sure that it happens,” said Cr Holstein.“This project, be it the current proposal or an upgraded proposal, still has to go through the NSW infrastructure program as outlined by Barry O’Farrell, because of the cost of the project,” said Cr Holstein.

“But the previous government has allocated no funds for the project and we are advised by the RTA through Council not a month ago, that it didn’t matter what happened at the election, there’s still another two years before work can commence.“I am not satisfi ed with that answer and will be seeking to give it the highest priority,” said Cr Holstein.“One of the things we will be doing is seeking to ensure whether reconsideration can be given to ensure an ultimate solution can be given to the intersection.”Mr Wales said it is extremely important that the new State Government give certainty to the intersection construction.“The business community on the Peninsula cannot afford further delays, especially after the 

exhaustive consultation process already undertaken by the RTA”, said Mr Wales.The Peninsula Chamber of Commerce is concerned that the incoming Government will revisit the fl yover option which had previously been discounted by the RTA.“The approved signalised intersection design will cost around $100 million to build and take two and a half years, whereas the fl yover option will blow the cost out to $280 million and take up to four years”, said Mr Wales.“The fl yover would also eliminate the north bound right turn into the West Gosford RSL, Offi ce Works and Spotlight creating severe impacts on those businesses which depend on easy access.“It would also disrupt the intersection hierarchy from 

The Peninsula Chamber of Commerce has raised concerns over the fate of the West Gosford intersection reconstruction as a result of the new Liberal-National State Government.

West Gosford right through to East Gosford and simply transfer traffi c congestion further down the highway into the Gosford CBD.“Investigating the fl yover option would also delay the project another 18 months and reach the same conclusion that the RTA has already reached, it’s too expensive and will have unacceptable disruptions on business,” he said.“The reconstruction of the intersection has been on the books for over 25 years and with every delay the cost of the work continues to spiral.Let’s get cracking and get the approved work started,” said Mr Wales.

Kaitlin WattsInterviewee:Chris HolsteinMedia Release, 27 Mar 2011Matthew Wales, Peninsula Chamber of Commerce

Possible future signage
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Cr Freewater must provide a written apology to his fellow councillors as well as make a public apology at an open council meeting.Council has also forwarded its fi ndings to the director general of the Division of Local Government for consideration.The decision comes following an investigation by an independent conduct reviewer regarding two separate incidents in FebruaryCr Peter Freewater said he regrets his comments regarding calling Council’s weekend workshop a “junket, completely unnecessary and a waste of ratepayers money”, claiming they were”sensationalised in the media”.“I was simply providing my opinion that although we don’t have our own golf course, Council does have meeting rooms and we don’t need to spend 10s of thousands of rate-payers dollars to meet at a luxury 

resort for a weekend.Cr Chris Burke said the Council has done all that it can in regard to Cr Freewater’s breaches.“All stones have been unturned, we’ve done the right process and gone the right way and now we just have to wait to see what they come back with,” said Cr Burke.“We didn’t take this lightly, the eight councillors.“When we put this up we wanted to make sure we were on the right track, so we put it out to an external reviewer,” he said.Cr Craig Doyle agreed and said as councillors “we accept the code of conduct, it’s an honorable product and we have to conduct ourselves appropriately”.“It’s a two edged sword, if you challenge the notion you have to be willing to accept the investigation and the fi ndings.But Cr Freewater said he “completely reject[s] the fi ndings of the so-called 

independent reviewer”.“How can a solicitor repeatedly hired by the council and briefed by the Council be independent of Council?“In 2007 I promised the people of Gosford that if I were elected to Council I would fi ght corruption and mismanagement.“I have proven to them that I can be trusted to honour my promises,” he said.Cr Freewater said he is currently seeking legal advice to “challenge Council’s decision and possibly sue the Council for defamation.”Cr Doyle, however, said that Council considers “any breach of the code as an exceptionally serious manner.“We have to live by code.“When one of our own breaks the code, I guess this shows that we’re not prepared to accept that either.“Referring it to the director general is the highest we can take it,” he said.The complaint was lodged 

with the general manager by Cr’s Laurie Maher, Craig Doyle, Chris Burke, Chris Holstein, Jim Macfadyen, Vicki Scott and Jeff Strickson regarding the conduct of Cr Freewater in an interview he did on ABC Radio on February 14 and a report in the Express Advocate on February 16.Cr Terri Latella did not sign the complaint.The councillors said Cr Freewater showed no respect for the Council or individuals and that this disrespect, using false information, breaching of confi dentiality, undermining the authority and reputation of Council and its staff amounted to breached of the Council’s Code of Conduct.Council said it will be making no further comment on this issue.

Gosford Council Agenda COM.17, 6 Sep 2011Gosford Council Media, 6 Sep 2011Kaitlin Watts, 6 Sep 2011Media Statement, 9 Sep 2011Cr Peter Freewater

Freewater censured but not silenced
At a meeting on Tuesday, September 6, Gosford Council resolved to censure Cr Peter Freewater for code of conduct breaches 

Cr Peter Freewater

Mr Holstein said the Budget delivers, over the next four years, 900 more teachers, 2475 more nurses and 550 police offi cers and a record infrastructure investment to address the building backlog left by Labor.This year it equates to 200 teachers, 150 police offi cers and 940 nurses. Spending on hospitals and health capital works over the next four years is $4.7 billion – 50 per cent higher than over the last four years. “Locally this means $17.4 million for the new Gosford Regional Cancer Centre and $500,000 to commence planning for the return of the Woy Woy Rehabilitation Unit,” said Mr Holstein.Gosford Hospital will also receive two special care nursery cots at a cost of $800,000.Gosford residents will also see the Gosford Public School relocation completed in 2014, an upgrade of Gosford TAFE with $1.3 million allocated in 2011-12 and due to be completed next year at a cost of $3.4 million.

$2.5 million has also been allocated for this year and next for the upgrades of local high schools as well as school maintenance to increase by nearly 11 per cent on last year.$1 million has been set aside for investigations into the upgrade of Woy Woy Rd as the fi rst stage of a four year, $30 million project.The West Gosford intersection has been allocated $9 million to continue planning and preconstruction and $500,000 will go toward safety improvements on Wiseman Ferry Rd as the fi rst stage of a four year, $5 million commitment.Gosford Police Station is due to be completed next year with $4.2 million allocated and $600,000 for new villas in Gosford for people with a disability.“The NSW Liberals and Nationals’ fi rst Budget delivers for Gosford by allocating funds for the commencement of the projects committed to during the election and I look forward to seeing these projects fi nalised during this term,” said Mr Holstein.

“Rebuilding NSW means repairing what was left behind, improving services and building the infrastructure the people of NSW need.“The NSW Liberals and Nationals Government is very conscious that if we don’t get expenses under control, there are no funds to fi x the services people rely on every day,” he said.In The Entrance electorate, $2.5 million has been allocated for the relocation of Gosford Horticulture Institute in Ourimbah. In the Terrigal electorate $20 million has been set aside to continue major work on the four lane widening of the Central Coast Highway between Matcham Rd, Erina Heights and Ocean View Dr, Wamberal. Media Release, 6 Sep 2011Caroline Hutcherson, Offi ce of Chris Hartcher MPMedia Release, 6 Sep 2011Chris Holstein MPMedia Release, 6 Sep 2011Aaron Henry, Offi ce of Chris Spence MP

Gosford to see improvements from fi rst Liberal budget
The people of Gosford will see improved roads and education as a result of the Liberals and Nationals fi rst Budget, according to member for Gosford Mr Chris Holstein.

$4.2 million allocated for completion of Gosford Police StationPhoto: Naomi Bridges
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The Strategy would aim to enhance the opportunities for exercising and enjoying dogs while protecting natural environments and 

managing the impacts on users of open space areas such as beaches, parks, cycle ways and playgrounds.

It would involve extensive community engagement and Council would make online forums, surveys, workshops and 

New policy 
regarding dogs

Gosford Council is in the process of developing a Dogs in Open Spaces Strategy to replace its existing Dog Exercise Areas Policy.

The unit would consist of eight one bedroom units, 27 two bedroom units and six three bedroom units on six to seven levels above the basement car parking.The proposal provides for four levels of basement car parking for 70 cars, bicycle storage and waste storage.Gosford Council approved the development, despite a breach of the 18 metre height control.The applicant stated that three of the units were potentially outside the height control due to the diffi cult site levels and sloping ground.Council’s report, dated Tuesday, February 7, stated that strict application of the 

standard was unreasonable given the severe slope of the site and particularly where the aim of the control had been achieved which was to create a six storey building.“In our opinion, there are suffi cient planning grounds to warrant a relaxation of the 18 metre height development standard.“Strict application of the control does not lead to a better planning outcome.“Each site must be considered on its own merit and in this instance there are signifi cant site constraints to warrant a relaxation of the control.”

Gosford Council Agenda ENV.3, 7 Feb 2012 

Council 
approves 

units despite 
breaches

Gosford Council has granted consent to the demolition of two existing houses in John Whiteway Dr, Gosford, and the construction of a residential fl at building which would contain 41 units.

Recent testing of drinking water quality in the Kariong area indicated that water being supplied through the reticulation system was compliant with the Australian Drinking Water Guidelines.Kariong and Mt Penang residents are no longer required to boil their water before consumption and can consume water directly from the tap on their properties.Council has advised that there is no need for residents to fl ush their property’s water pipes.The water that has been 

used in the property for non drinking purposes over the last day will have suffi ciently fl ushed out any potentially contaminated water.Council has been unable to identify the cause of the E. coli at this stage, however, investigations are continuing.Chlorine concentrations in the area are now suffi cient to prevent any reccurrence of E. coli.In response to the Kariong incident, Gosford Council undertook broader sampling of the Gosford water supply system.In house testing found 

low levels of E. coli in two of the 25 reservoirs sampled, Mt Ettalong and Berrys Head Rd.Council immediately increased chlorination in both sites and has achieved the recommended levels of chlorine to protect the community.As a precautionary measure, and after consultation with the Central Coast Public Health Unit and the Ministry of Health, Gosford Council has embarked on a system wide program to increase chlorine levels throughout the drinking water distribution 

system.Gosford Council said it would also increase its monitoring program to ensure the effectiveness of these actions.The results of monitoring will be shared with the Public Health Unit and the Gosford community.Council and the Public Health Unit advised there was no need for action by residents in relation to their drinking water supply.Council said some people may notice an increased taste and odour of chlorine over the next few days but it is not a health concern.

Media Release, 8 Feb 2012 Gosford Council Media

E. coli alert lifted
Gosford Council, in conjunction with the Central Coast Public Health Unit, has lifted the boil water alert that has applied to the drinking water supply in Kariong and Mt Penang since Monday, February 6.

consultations widely available to the community.Gosford Council’s manager of open space and leisure services Mr Phil Moore said that the strategy would provide equitable directions for dog management in open space areas in the future.“We are encouraging all residents to get involved in our workshops and surveys to ensure the strategy is a balanced document that will meet the needs of our entire community.“With community input, this strategy will assist Council in continuing to provide functional, multipurpose open space that can be utilised fairly by all residents,” said Mr Moore.Community Engagement Workshops for the Strategy will be held in late February with further details being made available soon.Surveys are available on Council’s website or can be picked up from Council’s Customer Service Centres, Community Centres and Libraries. Media Release, 6 Feb 2012 Gosford Council Media

Chops and Cino playing in one of Council’s dog exercise areasPhoto: Naomi Bridges

The
Central Coast
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The Landing -
 Debate continues

A Mayoral Minute was starred at Council’s meeting of Tuesday, June 26, following an article titled “Landing Sunk?” that appeared in the Gosford edition of the Central Coast Express Advocate on Friday, June 22.Council’s staff report 

stated that recent articles in the media regarding the Landing development did not accurately refl ect the unwavering support being given by Gosford Council and the NSW Government.“The development of the Masterplan for The Landing is built on the 

foundation of strong community consultation process through the Gosford Challenge, and is a component of the holistic approach being taken to ensure the regeneration of the whole Gosford CBD including the waterfront precinct.

“The outcomes and expectations put forward by the community during this process have been the driving force behind the creation of this Masterplan for The Landing.“The Landing will be the catalyst for the redevelopment of greater Gosford City, attracting further investment and creating signifi cant economic activity for the wider Central Coast area.

“The combination of community and commercial infrastructure will provide a balanced community hub that re-connects the city to the waterfront,” stated the report.“The commercial aspects of the Masterplan have been designed to provide maximum benefi t to the community economically, while creating a community space for the enjoyment of residents and visitors to 

Gosford.“It is anticipated that over 4000 jobs will be created within the Gosford Region as a direct result of The Landing development, with initial building works also creating signifi cant work for local tradespeople, contractors and suppliers.”

Gosford Council Agenda MM.8, 26 Jun 2012 

Council reaffi rms support
An artist’s impression of The Landing Photo: Central Coast Regional Development Corporation

Gosford Council has resolved to reiterate its continued support for all projects associated with the Gosford Challenge and to continue to work closely with the Central Coast Regional Development Corporation to ensure The Landing is a success.

More on The Landing on Pages 3 and 4
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Preparatory work on 
West Gosford intersection 

upgrade underway
Work has started in preparation for the upgrade of the Central Coast Highway at West Gosford.

An overview of the proposed intersection at West Gosford

“An upgrade of this scale requires detailed planning and a staged approach,” said Member for Gosford Mr Chris Holstein. “Before the road can be built, many of the utilities need to be relocated."Brisbane Water Dr and Manns Rd are vital links between Gosford, Woy Woy and Narara providing access to railway stations, local businesses and retail centres, the Central Coast Highway and the F3 Freeway."Access to all residential and commercial properties needs to be maintained along with traffi c fl ow for the 70,000 vehicles which use the intersection each day. “Work has started on building a local access road linking Ferguson Close and Kulara Ave."This will enable Bel-Hilton Pde to be closed and a road between Dyer Crescent and Grieve Close to be built to provide local access during the project. “Storm water drainage improvements will be carried out in advance of major work,” Mr Holstein said.Other preliminary works will include demolition of buildings, clearing of the site and the relocation of utilities such as power.The project itself will 

involve the widening and realigning of Brisbane Water Dr and Manns Rd between Kalura Ave in the south and Stockyard Place in the north as well as the widening of the Central Coast Highway between the lower end of Kariong Hill and just west of Yallambee Ave.The project is expected to improve safety, reduce congestion and delays, and improve accessibility for all road users.A system of shared pedestrian-cycle paths on both sides of the main roads will connect to existing paths.Bus stops will be in indented bays as close as possible to pedestrian crossings.The project is expected to accommodate traffi c growth for more than 20 years.Following community input RMS selected a ground level cross intersection, including a link between Grieve Close and Jusfrute Dr, as the preferred option in 2010.RMS fi nalised an environmental assessment to proceed to detailed development and construction in December 2010.Through this further development work, RMS undertook detailed 

investigations and design refi nements.There will now be traffi c lights at the Grieve Close-Manns Rd intersection rather than a roundabout 

to maximise safety for pedestrians and improve traffi c effi ciency.Preparatory work is not expected to impact traffi c. RMS will be inviting 

tenders early next year for the proposed upgrade project.Work is expected to start when preparation work is complete in mid 2013, 

weather permitting. 

Media release, 12 Nov 2012Chris Holstein, Member for Gosford

The long commute to Sydney for many Central Coast workers could be a thing of the past, with the switch on of the National Broadband Network (NBN) in Gosford on Tuesday, April 23.

Community leaders and local teleworkers switched on the NBN at 10am at the intersection of Dane Dr and Central Coast Highway, set against the backdrop of the heavy traffi c on the busy Central Coast Highway.The switch on in the Gosford CBD and East Gosford connected over 1,000 premises, with the NBN rollout progressing across Berkeley Vale, West Gosford, Springfi eld and radiating out from Gosford and Berkley Vale Exchanges.Regional Development Australia chairman Mr Dave Abrahams said he saw the NBN rollout as another example of how the Central Coast could benefi t from the sort of teamwork that the Central Coast Mariners were famous for.“The Central Coast is rapidly developing a teamwork ethos, the switch on of the NBN will further this momentum in businesses, educational institutions and for teleworking opportunities.“The NBN is an inspired policy and we’re pleased to acknowledge the very hard work local federal MPs have made on behalf of the 

community.“I’m aware that not everyone understands the benefi ts that the NBN will bring to their lives and organisations.“It’s now a matter of continuing the educational process for the community about embracing the NBN and using it to benefi t our fabulous Central Coast region,” said Mr Abrahams.Member for Robertson Ms Deborah O’Neill said the switch on was a “very exciting day for residents and businesses around Gosford who will now be connected to the NBN and all the opportunities that it will bring”.“The NBN will revolutionise the way that locals will use the internet.“We will be able to see our doctor from home, and our kids will be able to take a specialist class at another school.“The tyranny of distance will become a thing of the past,” Ms O’Neill said.More than 2,391 residents and business owners have received a free connection to the NBN and are now able to access super-fast internet.“Locals are spoilt for choice when they switch to the NBN.“A standard NBN connection to the home or offi ce is free and retail services are available from around $30 a month from 40 ISPs,” said Ms O’Neill.Local businesses will also benefi t by being able to reach new customers around the world, including right here in the growing 

Asia-Pacifi c region.“This is a great opportunity for businesses to expand their operations from right here on the Central Coast into the global marketplace or for large companies to relocate into Gosford.” Ms O’Neill said.“We have 30,000 locals who commute to Sydney for work each day - that is a lot of people who would prefer to work closer to home and the NBN creates those new opportunities. “Workers will be able to tele-commute to the offi ce a couple of days a week, so will spend less time on the 

F3 or on a train and more time at home with their family.“The NBN will change the way we live, work, and access services and I’m delighted that here on the Coast we will be among the fi rst in the country to benefi t,” Ms O’Neill said.Regional Development Australia Central Coast (RDACC) CEO Mr Andrew Roach has also pledged his support the switch-on of the NBN.“The Region’s businesses and residents are set to benefi t greatly from today’s switch-on of the NBN.

In proposing the Central Coast as one of the fi rst locations for the NBN roll-out and following the successful bid for this project, RDACC established a specifi c broadband committee called Central Coast Broadband Infrastructure Group (CCBIG).Comprised of members from both Gosford and Wyong Councils, business leaders and representatives from educational institutions, the group works towards educating the different sectors of the community regarding developments and specifi c 

benefi ts of the NBN.“The CCBIG members have worked tirelessly to ensure the community has the opportunity to engage with spokespeople from NBN Co and that they are well informed of specifi c developments of the NBN as they arise” added Mr Roach. “The Central Coast is rapidly developing a teamwork ethos; the switch-on of the National Broadband Network will increase this momentum for businesses, educational institutions and for teleworking opportunities.“It’s now a matter of continuing the educational process for the community; we will demonstrate that by embracing the NBN not only will individuals and businesses benefi t but so will our fabulous Central Coast Region,” said Mr Roach.A free NBN business forum will be held on Thursday, May 9, at the Central Coast Leagues Club from 12pm to 1pm.Attendees will fi nd out about the opportunities and potential of high speed broadband and how it can help their business.

Media Release, 22 Apr 2013Nick Creevey, n2n CommunicationsMedia Release, 19 Apr 2013Richard Mehrtens, Offi ce of Deborah O’Neill MPMedia Release, 19 Apr 2013Brooke Simmons, Pursuit Communications 
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All systems go for 
NBN in Gosford

Member for Robertson Ms Deborah O’Neill with Minister for Broadband, Communications and the Digital Economy Stephen Conroy and Mr David Abrahams
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Former member Ms Deborah O’Neill, who had a total of 47.49% of Two Candidate Preferred votes and 35.61% of first preference votes at the time Coast Community News went to press, conceded defeat and said it had “been a great honour to serve them [the people of Robertson] for the last three years”.Ms Wicks, who received 43% of first preference votes, said the people of Robertson would no longer be taken for granted.“That stops now and I promise to be the strong voice in parliament that the people of the Central Coast need.“I’m proud that the first thing the Coalition government will do is scrap the carbon tax because it was the biggest issue residents raised with me.“I’m also looking forward to working with my Liberal counterparts on delivering the Coalition’s $21 million growth plan for the Central Coast.

“I’d also like to thank everyone for their support.“I couldn’t have done it without the strong Liberal community and volunteers and my family,” said Ms Wicks.Ms Wicks was the preferred candidate at 31 of 49 polling places in Robertson in the Two Candidate Preferred votes with Ms O’Neill the preferred candidate in the remaining 18 polling places in the electorate.

Ms O’Neill said she has been overwhelmed with good wishes from locals.“I am proud of the work we have been able to accomplish in three years,” said Ms O’Neill.“Working to make a difference for the people on the Coast whose voices were so often silenced under the previous Coalition Government.“We have delivered $55 million in health infrastructure for the 

Coast, $7 million for the GP Superclinic, $28.6 million for the Regional Cancer Centre, and $19.55 million to bring the Woy Woy Rehab back to life.“In the last term of the previous Liberal Government, Gosford Council received only $1 million.“Under Labor, in just three years, we have delivered $58 million for local roads, services and infrastructure.

“Our local schools also received a much needed boost of $80 million for new classrooms, libraries and vital refurbishments.“The Labor Government of the 43rd Parliament delivered for the Central Coast.“We as a community need to make sure that the Abbott Government deliver on the few commitments he made and deliver the promises already in the Budget.

“The F3-M2 Missing Link and the Kariong exit lane widening is already in the Budget and must be built.“Kibbleplex is in the Budget, and must be built.“And vague promises of a Regional Performing Arts Centre need to be clarified and fought for.“However, John Singleton’s influence is clear, by funding former Independent Lawrie McKinna, who delivered his preferences, secured the seat for the Liberal Party.“Labor stands for a fair go for all, not just for some.“I look forward to continuing to work for the people of the Central Coast, now and into the future.“I once again thank everyone for their support over the last three years,” said Ms O’Neill.As of Monday, a total of 79,564 of 100,761 votes had been counted with results from four polling places yet to be returned.94.10% of the votes were formal with 5.90% listed as informal.Robertson was expected to have been lost by the Labor party in the previous election but did not follow the national trend and was retained by Labor with a slim margin of 1.2%.

Website, 9 Sep 2013Australian Electoral Commission

Deborah O’Neill 
concedes defeat

Liberal candidate for the Federal seat of Robertson, Ms Lucy Wicks said she is “humbled by the people of Robertson” for choosing her as their representative with 52.52% of Two Candidate Preferred Votes recorded in her favour as of Monday, September 9.

Photo: ValsPix
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Minister for Planning and Infrastructure Mr Brad Hazzard has declared an area of the waterfront a State Signifi cant Site (SSS), an announcement which recognises the site as being of major importance to regional development. On the back of this announcement, Member for Gosford Mr Chris Holstein has confi rmed that the gazettal of the citywide Local Environmental Plan (LEP) 2014 will be imminent.This is expected to simplify planning processes across the LGA. Further support for development in the city has come in the form of an announcement by Member for Robertson Ms Lucy Wicks that a federal government agency would be relocated to the Gosford CBD, bringing with it local economic and employment opportunities.

Gosford mayor Cr Lawrie McKinna said the announcements were a major win for the local community. “Development of the waterfront will see positive fl ow-on effects for our region, enhancing employment and recreation opportunities while also encouraging visitors to our area.“Council has worked together with the Central Coast Regional Development Corporation (CCRDC) in submitting the proposal for a SSS, which was guided by feedback from our local community.“With the SSS in place, the CCRDC can now initiate the fi rst stages of the redevelopment of the Gosford Public School site.“Council is supportive of the proposed multi staged development as it will allow each stage to be managed 

in consultation with those involved and the broader community,” mayor Cr McKinna said. Gosford Council general manager Mr Paul Anderson said council welcomed the support from all levels of government in positioning Gosford as the capital of the Central Coast.“Declaring the Gosford Waterfront Precinct a SSS is further support from the State Government to position Gosford City as the capital of the Central Coast.“This classifi cation will assist in promoting appropriate development along the waterfront site; stimulating investment in new commercial and retail uses.“The commitment to relocate a federal government agency demonstrates the united vision of all levels of government for the 

redevelopment of Gosford,” Mr Anderson said.Mr Anderson added that now is the time to seize the opportunity to reconnect the city with our picturesque waterfront.“These announcements, along with a newly gazetted LEP mean that a number of key factors are now in place to instigate real change in our region. “Council has been proactive about stimulating business and economic activity in the area and has also gone out for Expressions of Interest for use of land along the waterfront not included within the boundaries of the SSS.“I am excited to see these tangible steps being made toward the redevelopment of the Gosford Waterfront in support of our work to restore investor confi dence in our city,” Mr Anderson said. 

Media release, 10 Feb 2014Gosford Council Media

Planning and Infrastructure Minister Mr Brad Hazzard said the NSW Government has approved the rezoning of 9.9ha on Gosford’s waterfront by the Central Coast Regional Development Corporation (CCRDC) to allow: a combination of commercial, residential, hotel and conference facilities stimulating commercial activity and creating up to 2,000 new jobs; new regional community facilities (including a proposed Regional Performing Arts Centre and Conservatorium); public spaces and recreational areas and; new waterside restaurants and retail facilities on an expanded Breakwater. “This is great news for the revitalisation of Gosford’s waterfront and will help boost the Central Coast’s economy by acting as a catalyst for the renewal of the Gosford CBD,” Mr Hazzard said. “As a further bonus, by creating facilities and public spaces that build communities, it will draw more visitors to the area.” Mr Hazzard said the plans effectively split the State Signifi cant Site into 

a number of new zones, allowing residential and commercial development on the current Gosford Public School site, retail and commercial activities on an expanded Breakwater and public recreation. Minister for the Central Coast Michael Gallacher said CCRDC had signifi cantly revised earlier plans to redevelop the waterfront after taking on board community concerns raised during public exhibition. “These new plans ensure public space is protected and new buildings on the school site are properly scaled to minimise the impact on water views,” Mr Gallacher said. Member for Gosford Mr Chris Holstein said the community would continue to have a say in the redevelopment of the waterfront as development applications would need to be lodged with Gosford Council. View further information on the rezoning of the Gosford waterfront at www.ccrdc.nsw.gov.au.

Media release, 10 Feb 2014Chris Holstein, Member for Gosford 

Council welcomes 
waterfront announcements

Waterfront dining 
and shopping is the 
future for Gosford

Waterfront dining and shopping, along with new apartments and jobs, are the future of Gosford’s waterfront under plans fi nalised by the NSW Government on Monday, February 10.

Gosford Council has welcomed several major announcements for the Gosford Waterfront that will drive the rejuvenation of the Gosford CBD, with benefi ts to be felt across the entire LGA.

Minister for Planning and Infrastructure Mr Brad Hazzard with Member for Gosford Mr Chris Holstein at the announcement 
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Minister Gay said the completed work was part of the NSW Government’s $170 million Central Coast Highway intersection upgrade. “More than 55,000 vehicles a day travel along the Central Coast Highway at West Gosford and the bridge is being built in three stages, so the road can remain open causing minimal impact to 

motorists,” Minister Gay said. When completed, the new bridge will be about 23.5 metres long, 30 metres 

wide and include 14 precast and pre-tensioned concrete ‘Super T’ girders, each weighing 33 tonnes.Mr Stokes said motorists 

got the fi rst look at the new bridge when westbound traffi c was moved onto the completed section. ”Now that traffi c has 

been diverted onto the new section of the bridge, work has now started on the second stage,” Mr Stokes said. 

“The bridge is expected to be fi nished in late 2014, weather permitting.” Mr Holstein said the Central Coast Highway intersection upgrade at West Gosford involved widening and realigning Brisbane Water Dr and Manns Rd to form a single intersection with traffi c lights. Minister Gay said: “The $170 million upgrade is part of the NSW Government’s commitment to deliver safe, effi cient and high quality services and infrastructure to the community and businesses of the Central Coast.”Major work started in November 2013 and is expected to be completed in late 2016, weather permitting.

Media release, 1 Jul 2014Chris Holstein, Member for Gosford

Grieve Cl bridge reaches 
fi rst completed stage

Minister for Roads and F r e i g h t Duncan Gay was joined by Minister for the Central Coast Rob Stokes and Member for Gosford Chris Holstein on Tuesday, July 1, to inspect the fi rst completed stage of the new bridge over Grieve Close at West Gosford. 

Minister for the Central Coast Mr Rob Stokes; Roads and Maritime Services regional manager for the Hunter Ms Anna Zycki, Member for Gosford Mr Chris Holstein and Minister for Roads and Freight Mr Duncan Gay

Spending on Central Coast roads has increased from $54.1 million in last year’s budget, to $69.9 million in 2014-15.NRMA local director Kyle Loades welcomed the NSW Government’s new funding commitments.“The injection of new funds into important projects is absolutely essential to help relieve congestion and improve traffi c fl ow in the area,” said Mr Loades.“Even though getting the 

planning underway is just the fi rst phase of these long-awaited major projects, the money will come as a relief to local motorists.”Funding allocations in the Central Coast region included: $24 million to continue construction of the upgrade of the Central Coast Highway intersection with Brisbane Water Dr and Manns Rd at West Gosford; $1.6 million to continue planning for the future widening of the 

Pacifi c Motorway between Kariong interchange and Somersby interchange; $6 million to continue planning for the widening of the Pacifi c Motorway between Wyong Rd and the Doyalson Link Rd; $12 million for Gosford Council to continue construction for the replacement of railway level crossing on Woy Woy Rd at Horsfi eld Bay; $2.5 million to complete planning and commence early works for the Pacifi c Highway 

and Wyong Rd intersection upgrade at Tuggerah (as part of the $5 million project allocation in 2014/15); $2.5 million to complete planning and commence early works for the Wyong Rd with Enterprise Dr intersection upgrade (as part of the $5 million project allocation in 2014/15); $2 million to complete planning and commence early works for the upgrade of Wyong Rd between Mingara Dr and Tumbi Rd; $1.5 million to continue planning for widening the Pacifi c Highway to four lanes between Parsons Rd and Ourimbah St, Lisarow; 

$800,000 to continue planning for the future upgrade of the Pacifi c Highway between Manns Rd, Narara and Parsons Rd, Lisarow; $3.8 million to repair The Entrance Bridge over Tuggerah Lake on Central Coast Highway; $10 million to continue construction of the upgrade of the intersection of Terrigal Dr and Charles Kay Dr.The NSW Government has budgeted $283.7 million for road safety, including $240 million for the Community Road Safety Fund.Mr Loades said the NRMA called for all 

money hypothecated from camera detected fi nes and reinvested into road safety in 2012 and the NSW Government listened by creating the Community Road Safety Fund.“It’s important that we continue to see hypothecated funding for the Community Road Safety Fund retained in 2014-15, regardless of the number of traffi c fi nes,” Mr Loades said.

Media release, 18 Jun 2014The National Roads and Motorists’ Association 

NRMA welcomes increased spending on Coast roads

The recently announced NSW Budget has resulted in a $15.8 million increase in spending on Central Coast roads over 2014-15, including funds for the continued construction of the Central Coast Highway and planning for future widening of the Pacifi c Motorway in two locations.
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Over 65 people turned out in Gosford on Monday, November 24, to protest the Abbott Government’s recently announced budget cuts to the ABC and SBS.The rapidly organised protest took place outside the ABC 92.5 studios in Gosford at 8am, with approving horn beeps from passing drivers on their way to work.Event organiser Mr Jack Lloyd said he was pleased with the turnout.“To get so many people early on a Monday morning really speaks to the widespread anger at these cuts,” he said.“Tony Abbott said there would be no cuts, and now he is cutting a quarter of a billion dollars.”The assembly was addressed by local Friends of the ABC chapter president Mr Klaas Woldring.“How is it possible that a 

mature nation like Australia with good education ends up with this kind of government?” he asked the 

crowd.“It is ridiculous that we have a government that is so dishonest, so 

opportunistic, and so absolutely incompetent,” said Mr Woldring.The rally was also 

attended by the Central Coast Labor candidates for the upcoming state election.

“The ABC keeps us thinking, it is vital for the life of our community,” said Labor candidate for Gosford Ms Kathy Smith.Labor candidate for Terrigal Mr Jeff Sundstrom said: “ABC is a national institution, it’s not just about Bananas in Pyjamas, it’s a vital news source.” “When you cut the ABC, our democracy loses out,” he said.The protest echoes similar rallies held over the weekend in Sydney and Melbourne.Opposition Leader Bill Shorten attended the Melbourne Rally.“Our ABC has always been here for us,” said Mr Shorten.“It is now time for us to be there for the ABC,” he said.Mr Lloyd agreed: “The Central Coast is behind the ABC, and I’m glad we could show that today.”

Media release,24 Nov 2014Patrick Norman

Instant protest against
ABC and SBS cuts

Mr Scott told a Senate Estimates Committee hearing he could not guarantee the Central Coast’s vital ABC hub would escape the $254 million funding cuts Tony Abbott 

has planned across the organisation . Senator O’Neill said that this was a unique service where commercial radio was just not a viable alternative.“The ABC doesn’t just 

provide news, current affairs and entertainment for the people of the Central Coast, it is the community’s go-to network for important safety and emergency information.“In a little over a year, 

Tony Abbott has gone from telling Australians there would be ‘no cuts to the ABC or SBS’ to slashing more than half a billion dollars from our national broadcasters.“The region covered by ABC Central Coast is geographically, culturally and economically distinct from metropolitan Sydney 

to the south and Newcastle to the north.“It serves an audience of more than 300,000 people, and it’s time our community let Tony Abbott know what we think of his twisted priority to cut such a vital information highway on the Coast,” she said.The launch of the new ABC Radio Central 

Coast studio, scheduled for November 20, was postponed with no new launch date scheduled as yet.

Media release, 24 Nov 2014Richard Mehrtens, offi ce of Deborah O’Neill Email, 20 Nov 2014Angela Scrymgour, ABC

ABC Radio safe for now
Senator for NSW Deborah O’Neill said she feared the Central Coast would once again bear the brunt of the Abbott Government’s cost slashing after ABC managing director Mark Scott revealed the region would not be immune from cuts to the national broadcaster.

Issue 003January 17, 2011

Gosford CentralGosford Central
 Community    News Community    News

Your independent local newspaper

Ms O’Neill has welcomed the launch of the Federal Government’s MyHospitals website, saying it confi rms how vital it is for both the State and Federal Government to work together in regional health. “Emergency waiting times are all above the national average but close to the mark in most categories,” said Ms O’Neill.“MyHospitals shows that there have been strong improvements in the emergency departments on the previous year, particularly in patients receiving treatment in less than one hour. “The percentage of 

patients in these categories improved by 11 per cent to 15 per cent.”“Gosford’s performance in emergency was slightly better than Wollongong, a similar sized regional hospital.”“The fi gures also show Gosford had more than double the number of non-urgent presentations to emergency as Wollongong. “That reinforces to me the need to get our GP Super Clinic for the southern Central Coast up and running as soon as possible to help take the pressure off the Gosford Emergency Department.”“The recent grant of 

$100,000 to the Bridges GP After Hours Service at Erina is one practical example of how the Federal Government is working to secure afterhours access to a doctor for Central Coast residents when they need it,” said Ms O’Neill.Elective surgery records show that patients at Gosford face the longest waits for ear, nose and throat surgery, an average of 254 days, which is four times the national average. “That’s marginally longer than Wollongong hospital,” said Ms O’Neill.“The median waiting time for eye surgery at Gosford is also double the national 

average, although the waiting times for vascular and urological surgery are below.”Ms O’Neill said the fi gures clearly showed that a combined effort was needed to reach the national average in a number of areas, and has called for all candidates at the March State Election to commit to sticking with the Federal Government’s health reform plan.“Health authorities on the Central Coast acknowledge that Labor’s new case-mix funding system will see our local hospitals get a fairer share of national funding,” said Ms O’Neill.

Media Release, 13 Dec 2010Matt Pulford, Offi ce of Deborah O’Neill

Super Clinic to 
relieve stress on

Gosford Hospital

The entrance to Gosford hospital

Member for Robertson Ms Deborah O’Neill said she is working hard to get the GP Super Clinic up and running after fi gures on the MyHopsitals website show that Gosford Hopsital patients are waiting longer than the national average in a number of categories for emergency treatment and elective surgery.

NSW State Election candidates Chris Holstein, Katie Smith and Peter Freewater will answer a number of questions about climate change.Guest speaker will be Founder and Executive Director Beyond Zero Emissions, Mr Matthew Wright who was the the recipient of the 2010 Environment Minister’s Young Environmentalist of the Year award. Spokesperson for Climate Action Central Coast, Ms Mira Wroblewski said, “There has been too much hot air on the issue of climate change.“We want our political representatives to commit to real action.

“Australia’s main contribution to global warming is our use of fossil fuels like coal, gas and oil for energy. “We are the world’s biggest greenhouse gas emitters per head of population. “We would like our candidates to commit to a transition away from fossil fuels to renewable energies,” she said. “This is an issue that is directly affecting the lives and homes of Australians. We invite local people from all electorates to come and have their say.”

Media Release, 12 Jan 2011Mira Wroblewski CACC

Climate 
group hosts 

election 
forum

Climate Action Central Coast is hosting an election forum on climate change for the State Candidates for Gosford on Wednesday, February 9, at the Gosford Uniting Church Hall from 7pm to 9pm.

Guest speaker, Mr Matthew Wright
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Stage two includes constructing the front of the entry, raising the roof, recladding the exterior walls and installing external windows and doors.At the end of stage two, the building will be at “lock-up” stage and as soon as funds are available, the internal space will be fi tted out with new offi ces, meeting rooms and amenities.The completed Centre will provide a comprehensive raft of support services, including a larger restaurant and kitchen, increased offi ces to provide the no interest loans program, the EAPA program to help people pay their energy bills, fi nancial, legal and tenancy advice, along with improved laundry, shower and toilet facilities.The new centre is expected to be built by the end of the year.Newsletter, 1 Aug 2011Heidi Blyth, Coast Shelter

Coast Community Centre enters stage two

Stage two of the new Coast Shelter building

Builders are well underway with work on stage two of the Coast Community Centre at 346 Mann St, Gosford.

Council also agreed to urgently write to the Member for Gosford Mr Chris Holstein and seek his support on the matter.The Central Coast has been discussed as a possible option to house the second Sydney airport for more than a decade.In a 1970s investigation, Somersby and Warnervale were identifi ed as possible sites.However, in a report in 1973 the site of Somersby was declared “not suitable due to issues with diffi cult terrain and heavy fog”.The remaining Warnervale site has since 

seen relatively high growth in residential properties and is not one of the current options.In 1985 the Kinhill Stearnes Study identifi ed 14 sites in New South Wales with Somersby again being mentioned as a possible site.According to Council’s report, the Kulnura-Somersby-Peats Ridge district is a signifi cant agricultural district with adequate zoning having been put in place to sustain this district in the future for food security and food sustainability.Numerous community 

objections have been raised towards any Federal or other investigation or consideration due to the agricultural nature of the district.Council’s report stated that “it is therefore envisaged an opportune time to urge the minister with the capacity of the second airport investigation to abandon any consideration of the Kulnura-Somersby-Peats Ridge district within that investigation and report”.

Gosford Council Agenda NM.6, 2 Aug 2011

International airport on 
Coast rejected

Gosford Council will urgently write to the Federal Minister Mr Anthony Albanese to abandon consideration or investigation of a second major airport in the Kulnura-Somersby-Peats Ridge districts in order to protect the signifi cant agricultural status of the Central Coast.

Coast makes 
short-list stations

The fi rst stage of the Australian Government’s High Speed Rail Implementation Study has been released which identifi es possible “short-list stations” on the Central Coast at Kariong and Ourimbah.

“This is the most serious examination of high speed rail in our nation’s history, and puts some steel into a dream that many Australians have had for decades,” said member for Robertson Ms Deborah O’Neill. “The sheer scale of the project – 1600 kilometres of new track between Melbourne and Brisbane at a probable cost of more than $100 billion - is breath-taking, tremendously expensive, technically diffi cult, and defi nitely for the long term.“I have no doubt though that if we can make it happen, the future of the Central Coast as a prosperous and thriving 

region will be assured.“Imagine the implications of an estimated two million commuting trips by high speed rail a year between Gosford and Sydney?“This is what the study suggests could be achievable by 2036.“Imagine if that journey took only around 20 minutes to get to the centre of Sydney?“Before anyone gets too carried away though, can I stress the preliminary nature of this study?“A full 12 month geotechnical study of corridor options is ahead of us, let alone any decisions about funding,” said Ms O’Neill.

“There are exciting times ahead and I look forward to sharing that journey with my Central Coast constituents,” said Ms O’Neill.In the meanwhile, the minister for Infrastructure and Transport Mr Anthony Albanese is encouraging communities to provide their feedback of the work so far by making submissions to a dedicated High Speed Rail Unit within his Department through www.infrastructure.gov.au/ra i l / t ra ins/high_speed/index.aspx.

Media Release, 4 Aug 2011Matt Pulford, Offi ce of Deborah O’Neill MP
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Gosford Council general manager Mr Peter Wilson engaged the services of a lawyer to investigate the complaint by some Councillors that Cr Freewater had breached the Code of Conduct by making comments in the media that were disrespectful.This lawyer duly advised Council that Cr Freewater’s comments were indeed disrespectful and were therefore considered to be in breach of the Code of Conduct.It was also determined that the number of disrespectful comments made the breach to be of a “very serious nature”.These comments included Cr Freewater’s suggestion that the councillors may be arrogant because they were not listening to the thousands of community submissions calling for a conservation zoning for the Coastal Open Space System (COSS) instead of the recreation zoning they wanted to apply in the new Local Environment Plan.“The recreation zoning would allow our COSS lands, mostly bushland reserves full of endangered or threatened ecological communities, to be developed for sporting fi xtures such as golf courses, hotels or other recreational activities,” said Cr Freewater.The other disrespectful comments were regarding the rate-payer funded councillor Weekend Workshop at a 5-star luxury resort.“I objected to this unnecessary waste of money, labelling the weekend as a “junket” and a “rort”.“The basis of these comments was that, while the Council chambers do not have an 18-hole golf course or bottomless wine cellar, it does have meeting rooms and so they wouldn’t need to spend rate-payers’ money to accommodate and pamper councillors and senior management at a luxury resort to discuss policy issues.”On advice from Council’s 

senior management, councillors voted to seek a series of apologies from Cr Freewater including a paid advertisement in local papers, formal censorship and suspension from Council.“I was contacted by the NSW Council for Civil Liberties, who believed that Council’s actions sought to suppress my rights to freedom of political speech, which is an implied right within the Australian Constitution,” said Cr Freewater.“They have advised that if I remain steadfast in my determination not to apologise to Council for my statements, that the current proposals for reforming the standard code of conduct would give fi rm ground to argue my case, both in terms of abuse of the code of conduct and denial of procedural fairness.“The NSW Council for Civil Liberties indicated that my case is ‘a classic manifestation of the problems the proposed reform is aimed at preventing’.”“I understand that my comments may have upset fellow councillors and senior management, however, they were legitimate criticisms of Gosford Council that were both necessary and appropriate.

“Were it not for my public criticism of the proposed COSS zonings, Council would have proceeded with the recreational zoning for our wildlife reserves.“I brought the debate into the public arena and in doing so I forced Council to seek a conservation zoning for COSS.“This action may have saved these lands from development for generations to come and thus saved a myriad of threatened and endangered plants and animals.“As for calling the councillor weekender at a luxury resort a “junket” and a “rort”, I stand by these comments and call on Council to be more responsible with public funds.“Gosford Council has a very poor track record on managing rate-payers’ money, the recent loss of $52 million on foreign investments is still clanging in our ears. “I hope that by refusing to apologise and by exposing Gosford City Council for their abuse of the code of conduct that they will think twice before they waste thousands of dollars on legal fees to try and silence legitimate criticism again.Email, 9 Jan 2012 Peter Freewater, Horsfi eld Bay

Freewater won’t
 apologise

Gosford Cr Peter Freewater has taken advice from the NSW Council for Civil Liberties and said he would not be apologising for comments he made late last year that allegedly breached the Council’s Code of Conduct.

The group has produced some before and after photographs of the Gosford Waterfront which they believe demonstrate to the members of the public just how much of an impact the proposed development will have on the area.“We intend to further develop this website to keep the community advised of the many issues associated with The Landing Project,” said Gosford Waterfront Action Group spokesperson Mr Peter Carstairs.“Recently, the Central Coast Regional Development Corporation only received 200 submissions in respect of The Landing, we believe this is a clear indication that the 

majority of the community have not been properly informed about the proposal and its implications on the future of Gosford’s Waterfront.”The Gosford Waterfront Action Group meets regularly on the Gosford waterfront to discuss the various aspects of the proposal.The members of the group represent a number of different community groups and they all have concerns over the proposed development on the Gosford waterfront.Some of the main issues the group are concerned about include the loss of public open space along the waterfront area, the 

environmental impact of high rise apartments over the Brisbane Water, the removal and relocation of the Gosford Public school and the Olympic Pool.“We are not against the redevelopment of Gosford CBD; in fact, we believe that is where the redevelopment should commence,” said Mr Carstairs.“Newcastle is a perfect example where millions of dollars have been spent on the waterfront but this investment has failed to provide any form of benefi t to the Central Business District of Newcastle city.”

Media Release, 22 Dec 2011 Peter Carstairs, Gosford Waterfront Action Group

New website displays 
Landing views

A group of local residents have created a website which would be used to demonstrate some of the issues associated with the Landing at Gosford.

What the Gosford Waterfront looks like now

More Landing stories on Page 4

What the Gosford waterfront would look like  if the Landing proposal goes aheadaccording to the Gosford Waterfront Action Group
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MS has four road projects affected by Reed’s financial difficulties including the Central Coast Highway upgrade from Carlton to Serpentine Rds.“It was decided by RMS to terminate Reed’s services and ensure the priority was for the important road projects to be completed as soon as possible,” said NSW Roads Minister Mr Duncan Gay.The NSW Government has been working with Reed Constructions since it indicated in late February it was experiencing financial difficulties.“It is not appropriate for the Government to use taxpayers’ money to simply “bail out” a company experiencing financial difficulties,” Mr 

Gay said. “RMS and the Department of Education and Communities (DEC) have been working with the company for some time and have done everything possible to resolve the issues in dispute, while ensuring public money is spent responsibly and lawfully. “RMS has for several months paid all of its payments to Reed ahead of contract terms to support its cash-flow to help it meet subcontractor commitments,” Mr Gay said. “An expedited determination process was also put in place to resolve as quickly as possible the outstanding claims Reed has against RMS and DEC. “An expert panel, led by Andrew Rogers 

QC recently provided its report to the NSW Government on the claims by Reed Construction alleging DEC and RMS owe Reed money for work on education and road projects. “RMS’ legal teams reviewed the independent determination to understand its implications and also reviewed Reed’s responses to letters issued by RMS on 14 May 2012 about Reed’s ability to carry out its contractual obligations. “RMS has assured me the projects will be completed, while ensuring public funds are used responsibly,” he said.

Media Release,28 May 2012 Lance Northey, Office of Duncan Gay MLC

Central Coast Highway 
upgrade to resume

Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) will start negotiations with a number of contractors immediately after deciding to end its contractual arrangements with Reed Constructions. 

At a special combined meeting on Thursday, May 31, the Councils agreed to set up a new joint service arm to bring together their ‘back offi ce’ functions like information technology, human resources, fi nance, motor vehicles and customer service as a way of bringing about effi ciency savings and better practices.“This is a landmark decision for the Central Coast”, said Gosford mayor Cr Laurie Maher.“Not only have we agreed on a model for 

the Water Corporation, but by bringing together our IT platforms, pooling resources like vehicles and equipment, and streamlining our business practices, in the long term, we’ll save millions of dollars that can be reinvested in vital community services like roads, stormwater, parks and libraries.”Last November, the Councils employed expert consultants, PricewaterhouseCoopers, to conduct a cost benefi t analysis of potential business models for the 

newly created Central Coast Water Corporation.One of the main objectives was to fi nd a way to transfer the functions of water and wastewater management to the Corporation without any negative impact on the rest of the Councils’ business.“Once we started looking at it under a long-term model, it quickly became apparent that combining our efforts in back offi ce needs would bring about the biggest gains”, said mayor Cr Maher. While several models 

were considered, the Councils have decided to transfer Council water and wastewater staff to the Central Coast Water Corporation in phases over fi ve years, retain water and wastewater assets in Council ownership and lease them to the Water Corporation on a long term (40 year) lease and set up a new joint services business to meet the needs of all three organisations in areas like HR, IT, Finance, Plant and Fleet and customer service.“This is the perfect opportunity to rethink how Councils do business on the Coast,” said Wyong mayor Cr Bob Graham.“And having looked at 

the research, it just makes plain good sense.”Mayor Cr Graham said “the proposal provides a best value outcome for the Central Coast community while ensuring guaranteed delivery of essential services of water and sewerage”.“This decision is all about putting the Central Coast fi rst,” said mayor Cr Graham.“Better water services alone will go a long way to attracting business to the Coast and help stimulate the local economy, but this delivers a lot more.”A transitional action plan to map out implementation of the decision will be considered by a further 

meeting of the two Councils in June. The expected $135 million in savings was modelled over a 20 year period, with real dollar benefi ts starting to fl ow through to general council activities from fi nancial year 2018-19 onwards.During the transition period, water and wastewater services will continue to be managed by Gosford City and Wyong Shire Councils.Customers should continue to contact their local Council with any enquiries.

Media Release, 31 May 2012 Martine Brieger, Wyong Council

A landmark decision for Gosford
In one of the most signifi cant commitments to regional co-operation ever seen on the Central Coast, Gosford and Wyong Councillors agreed not only to move ahead with the new Central Coast Water Corporation but to deliver even more of their services together.

Aerial view of works underway on the upgrade of the Central Coast Highway between Carlton Rd, Erina Heights and Ocean View Dr, Wamberal Source:RMS
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The decision, which resulted from action taken by Lisarowraid Inc. was delivered on Friday, October 12.The development plans were approved in May of this year by Gosford Council despite recommendations for refusal by Council’s town planners on two occasions over the last two years.Both planning reports had concluded that the development was inappropriate for the area, with town planning principles highlighting that the proposed building and intended scale of usage were out of character for the area designated scenic protection rural (conservation).“Councillor approval not only ignored those two recommendations but dictated increased changes of rural streetscape with additional works including major road reconstruction of urban style, the removal of and threatened damage to trees, all compounded by heavier traffic in the area,” said Lisarowraid secretary Mr Stanley Crellin.“State planning law does not allow objectors to challenge such planning 

decisions on ‘merit’ grounds, despite the community having clearly expressed major concern 

regarding impacts of the proposal, and reluctance of some then councillors to seriously address the issues.“Objectors can seek only ‘judicial review’, and it was for that reason 

that Lisarowraid Inc. commenced class four proceedings, challenging the validity of the consent.

“The court, with Council and the developer’s agreement, accepted that the approval process was deeply flawed and declared the consent to be invalid.“At this stage Council’s 

plans of review are uncertain.“Council is armed with thorough and detailed reports from its officers recommending refusal, and we see no reason for the current councillors 

to move away from that recommendation.“Certainly Council could not feel comfortable, given the history of the application, simply acting to rubber-stamp the 

flawed approval.“If the councillors are not inclined to act in accordance with their officers’ recommendations, we urge that they take advantage of this 

opportunity to fully reconsider the proposal in accordance with council policies and law.“This mandates either allowing council officers to determine the application 

under full delegation, accepting and acting in accordance with the officers’ recommendation or, should Council wish to act contrary to recommendation, seeking IDEP (Independent Development and Environment Panel) or external expert review.“It should be recognised that the ‘additional works’ that had been proposed were outside the parameters of the original proposal and therefore not accorded full and proper assessment.In seeking that approach, we acknowledge our current Council’s gracious readiness to accede to the decision of the court, and trust our further negotiations are met with an understanding of a constructive approach. “With a desire to protect environment and amenity for all, Lisarowraid Inc. appeals for continuing involvement and support from all who have seen this proposed development as a threat, not just to the immediate neighbourhood, but one that could easily be replicated in many other valued rural residential areas of our city of Gosford,” said Mr Crellin.Media release, 15 Oct 2012 Stanley Crellin, Lisarowraid Inc.

Land and Environment Court 
overrules Council consent

The Land and Environment Court has declared that the consent given by Gosford Council for an 800-seat meeting hall in Macdonalds Rd, Lisarow, was invalid.

The site for the proposed development
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The $38.6 million Central Coast Cancer Centre offi cially opened to patients on Monday, March 25, and will provide enhanced cancer care services across the region.

The Central Coast Cancer Centre encompasses new radiotherapy and expanded chemotherapy facilities at Gosford Hospital, as well as a satellite clinic and day oncology unit at Wyong Hospital. Patients will be able to receive the full spectrum of cancer services including intensive treatment, prevention, screening, palliative care and support care. The $38.6 million project was made possible by a $28.6 million contribution from the Australian Government’s Health and Hospitals Fund and $10 million from the NSW Government.Member for Robertson Ms Deborah O’Neill opened the centre and was joined by Health Minister Ms Jillian Skinner, Minister for the Central Coast Mr Chris Hartcher, Member for Gosford Mr Chris Holstein, Member for Wyong Mr Darren Webber and Member for The Entrance Mr Chris Spence.“The service will provide high quality and effi cient cancer treatment such as radiotherapy services featuring a state of the art CT scanner and two linear 

accelerators providing pinpoint accuracy during treatment,” said Ms Skinner.“The two linear accelerators will have the capacity to treat close to 800 patients each year,” she said.Mr Hartcher said, “The new centre will include an area for professional development to educate the local workforce including teaching, training and research; a very important feature in an age of rapidly advancing technology, new drugs and improved treatment methods”.Mr Holstein said, “The facility will also feature 

an information centre for patients, carers and staff, provided through a partnership arrangement with the Cancer Council”.Ms O’Neill said patients, families, and the local health community had been crying out for local cancer treatment for nearly 20 years.“Cancer patients on the Coast will now have access to cancer services of the highest standard right here in our region, reducing the need to suffer the pain and indignity of traveling to Sydney or Newcastle.“Having bulk billed treatment services here on 

the Coast will also mean that patients and their families won’t need to make the tough decision to mortgage their homes or get a loan to pay for private treatment.“All Australians with cancer should have access to the right care, close to their homes and loved ones, irrespective of where they live or their social circumstances. “I commend the work of Kathy Smith of Cancer Voices, Lyn Smith from the Candles Cancer Support Group, as well as Paul Tonkin and Matt Hanrahan from Gosford Hospital for 

their hard work in lobbying successive State and Federal Government to ensure that our locals have access to this vital service,” Ms O’Neill said.The Central Coast Cancer Centre includes three radiotherapy bunkers, two linear accelerators, radiotherapy planning and support areas, expansion of chemotherapy treatment spaces from 10 to 15, patient consultation areas, waiting and reception spaces, multi-disciplinary consulting rooms, cancer patient information and support services for patients, carers and 

clinicians, refurbishment of existing space to accommodate multi-disciplinary consulting accommodation at Wyong including waiting and reception functions and a range of associated treatment and planning equipment including one computed tomography (CT) scanner.

Media Release, 24 Mar 2013Richard Mehrtens, Offi ce of Deborah O’Neill MPMedia Release, 25 Mar 2013Terry Hayes, Northern Sydney Central Coast Health

Central Coast Cancer 
Centre offi cially opened

Minister for the Central Coast Mr Chris Hartcher, Member for Wyong Mr Darren Webber, Member for The Entrance Mr Chris Spence, Minister for Health Ms Jillian Skinner, Cancer Voices representative Ms Kathy Smith, Member for Robertson Ms Deborah O’Neill, Candles representative Ms Lyn Smith, Member for Gosford Mr Chris Holstein, Cancer services director Dr Campbell Tiley and Central Coast  Local Health District chair Mr Paul Tonkin  at the Cancer Centre ribbon cutting 
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Gosford mayor L a w r i e McKinna and former international test cricketer Nathan Bracken will run as Independents in the marginal seats of Robertson and Dobell in the September 7 federal election.Mr McKinna will contest the seat of Robertson while Mr Bracken will be running for the seat of Dobell.Both Lawrie and Nathan said they believed the Central Coast has been overlooked by Labor and the Coalition for far too long.They said they would seek to draw attention and action to the neglected needs of the people of the Central Coast.Mr McKinna is currently the mayor of Gosford and has been closely aligned with the Central Coast for the past nine years as coach and ambassador of A-League Premiers Central Coast Mariners.Former International test cricketer Bracken has been a resident of the Coast for nine years and currently lives at Hamlyn Terrace with his wife and five-year-old son.Lawrie and Nathan said they believe that neither major party has shown any significant support to 

the region in the past, and Team Central Coast would be giving Labor and the Coalition an opportunity to make a solid commitment to the people of the Central Coast.Team Central Coast is being funded by high profile businessman Mr 

John Singleton.“l am funding this campaign because l believe the residents of the Central Coast have been overlooked and forgotten by both major parties during my whole long lifetime,” said Mr Singleton.

“Of course in a Federal Election, we expect representatives of the major parties to be focused primarily on federal-national issues.“That is as it should be.“But it is surely not unreasonable for the people of the Central 

Coast to also expect from candidates who seek to represent us in Canberra, recognition of the major challenges and opportunities our region faces and a genuine commitment to doing something about them?“The Central Coast 

opportunity is right now lost on both major parties.“Our population lives in a depressing present and is faced with a limited future, only because of lack of leadership.“I know something has to be done before the Central Coast becomes a lost and forgotten opportunity.“I want to see the beginning of a better future in my lifetime.“I realise the odds are against our winning either of the seats we are contesting.“But we will have succeeded if the major parties understand that your votes, and our candidates’ preferences, will go to them only if they can demonstrate a real commitment to the future of the Central Coast.“I stand to gain no more and no less from my actions than any other resident of the Central Coast which I believe has more, or as many, natural assets than anywhere in Australia.“This is a greater risk for Lawrie and Nathan than for me.“And thus a credit to them both,” said Mr Singleton.

Media release, 12 Aug 2013Monique Marks, Team Central Coast

Lawrie McKinna to stand as an
 independent for Robertson
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The NSW Planning A s s e s s m e n t C o m m i s s i o n (PAC) approved the Rocla sand quarry at Calga on Christmas Eve, just hours before they closed up shop for their holidays.According to Australia Walkabout Wildlife Park general manager Ms Tassin Barnard, the NSW PAC said they considered the quarry’s impact on water, endangered animals, plants and ecosystems, the Aboriginal cultural landscape and eco-tourism, and were happy to allow the quarry to proceed anyway.“They have declined a small part of the proposed operation, but approved the rest,” said Ms Barnard.Ms Barnard said that the Planning Department had completely disregarded Walkabout Park’s submissions that detailed the risks to Walkabout Park’s operations, including a $10 million new Gondwana Safari Park that would bring 90 new jobs to the Central Coast.“They think we will just have a good cry and then all get back in our boxes.“Well that’s not the way it’s going to work this time.“We have 28 days to appeal the decision and take it to the Land and Environment Court, and we will.“We have taken legal advice and are confi dent that the PAC’s decision will not stand up to legal scrutiny.“We understand the time and the fi nancial risks involved but we are sick of the NSW Planning Department acting like it is above the law; it is not.

“It is time that the community took them on to show them that they are as much bound by the law as the rest of us,” said Ms Barnard.The planning process allows for a Land and Environment Court appeal within 28 days of a decision being made.“The PAC conveniently made their decision on December 23, and published it on December 24.“With the PAC closed until January 13, the Environmental Defender’s Offi ce closed until January 6, politicians and lawyers all away on their Christmas breaks, and the community wanting to spend time with their families, the deadline of January 20 for launching an appeal is barely possible. “The NSW Planning Department has destroyed three of the last seven Christmases.“Rocla’s original Development Application in 

2009, then their Preferred Project Plan in 2012, both hundreds of pages long, were released for community comment just before Christmas.“Doing this yet again smacks of bully tactics or, at the very least, complete disregard for the rights of the community,” said Ms Barnard.A PAC community meeting was held on November 18 which saw over 200 people attend and heard 33 registered speakers present concerns or opposition to the expansion of the quarry.Our Land Our Water Our Future Inc (OLOWOF) president Mr Paul Robert Burton said if the expansion was approved, the state government would be effectively declaring a civil rights war on its own community.“What is the benefi t to the Central Coast Community?” Mr Burton asked.“This decision will have a 

massive impact on so many people.“Under the previous Labor government, the planning system related to resources in NSW was dysfunctional and heavily favoured the resource sector; the Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC) has now shown it was corrupt as well.“The current Coalition government that was elected on its promise to rectify this situation has continued to use and expand on this same discredited planning system.“The PAC’s own information about the quarry expansion is a bucket full of holes with many unanswered questions and incorrect information about water allocation licenses.“Rocla’s own statement of ‘a most thorough investigation by competent people’, will most certainly be challenged,” claimed Mr Burton.Following on the back of a merit appeal from the 

groups that submitted to the PAC, OLOWOF will also be lodging a court case against the existing quarry.“In matters like these, we have a legal system to determine the truth and I am convinced there are signifi cant issues with Rocla, the NSW Offi ce of Water (NOW) and the state government,” claimed Mr Burton.“As a united community we cannot believe this appalling situation and we have been forced to initiate a massive community campaign.“We know this may be a long hard battle but we are determined to fi ght for what is right and true and we will win.“We ask that local current Liberal representative Chris Holstein either step up and help the community he was elected to represent or resign from his position.“We also ask that all Central Coast political representatives from all parties actually represent those communities they were elected to represent.“Our political system has failed the people and we have had enough.‘Not one local MP came to the original PAC meeting about a massive sand quarry that destroys far more than it creates.“If our elected representatives will not help, then the community will have to do their job for them.”Mr Burton announced that Camp Quoll was established on New Years’ Eve as an educational facility and peaceful direct action site in the vicinity of the Rocla Calga quarry.Community groups who 

have established Camp Quoll, named after one of the threatened species known to inhabit the area of the proposed quarry expansion, are working in close contact with the police and other social services in this matter and plan to use the highest principles of Peaceful Direct Action (PDA).“A community cannot survive without its water, agricultural land, air, fl ora, fauna and its cultural connection with each other.“Despite the government’s false claims of signifi cant local economic benefi t, there is no long term benefi t to the Central Coast community and ultimately there is no economy without an environment.“We invite all the Central Coast community to join this peaceful direct action.“Many are not even aware of the huge level of industrialisation planned for our region.“It’s not just about the sand quarry, it’s also the about Wallarah 2 long wall coal mine (threatening the water supply for over 350,000 Central Coast residents), the Mandalong long wall coal mine and Coal Seam Gas licenses across the entire Central Coast region including the ocean.It is about the entire Central Coast and our fundamental human right to protect our land our water and our future.”

Media release, 8 Jan 2014Paul Robert Burton, Our Land Our Water Our FutureMedia release, 31 Dec 2013Tassin Barnard, Australia Walkabout Wildlife Park

Calga sand quarry expansion 
approval creates uproar
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Mr Hockey made the statement in Parliament, following a question from Federal Member for Robertson Lucy Wicks.“The Australian Taxation Offi ce and a number of other government agencies are employing more than 600 people in Gosford,” Mr Hockey said. “We are able to announce a new centre of excellence in Gosford on the Central Coast of NSW because we are absolutely committed to getting more jobs into more regional areas, as well as importantly helping to stimulate economic growth.” 

Ms Wicks said the new jobs for the region, in a purpose-built facility, is some of the most important news the Central Coast has received in years. “We have doubled our commitment from our Growth Plan for the Central Coast, from 300 to 600 jobs,” Mrs Wicks said.“This is a game-changer for the Central Coast.“This is a breakthrough in terms of boosting investment, driving more job opportunities, and building a strong, positive future for the Coast. “It’s also an immediate boost for local construction 

industry too because it will be a purpose-built facility. “Local businesses have been telling me how these jobs will drive even more activity to local cafes, local restaurants and local businesses, and provide an important link to tertiary training institutions in our region. “The sorts of jobs that may be available could potentially include accounting, information technology, professional services, legal and other opportunities.” 

Media release, 6 Jun 2014Tim Sowden, offi ce of Lucy Wicks MP

‘Centre of Excellence’ 
for Gosford

The Treasurer Hon Joe Hockey has announced that Gosford will be home to a ‘Centre of Excellence’ when a new purpose-built Commonwealth Agency is built.

Member for Wyong Darren Webber and Member for The Entrance Chris Spence have chosen not to recontest the next State Election in March 2015 due to the fi nal report into Operation Spicer not being handed down until December this year.“The report not being completed until December leaves the position for recontesting the next 

election for me impossible,” said Mr Spence.“Therefore it is in the best interests of the Liberal Party and the constituents of The Entrance that I stand aside and let the Party get on with pre-selection,” Mr Spence said.Mr Hartcher said he respects and understands the decision of his Central Coast colleagues.“While they have each 

been excused from further attendance at the ICAC inquiry, I have not.“I will not be making any further comment,” said Mr Hartcher.

Media statement, 10 Jun 2014Chris Hartcher, Member for TerrigalMedia statement, 10 Jun 2014Laurie Alexander, offi ce of Chris Spence MP

Hartcher undecided 
about recontesting

Member for Terrigal Mr Chris Hartcher has said he will not be making any decisions about the forthcoming State election until after the Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC) inquiry has been concluded.

Other special rates will also be levied to maintain waste management services, and for investment in a number of beach safety, economic and tourism initiatives.The prices for water, 

sewerage and stormwater services will also change from July 1, in line with the latest NSW Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal determination.More information about the changes to rates, fees 

and charges for 2014/15 will be provided to the community over the coming months.

Gosford Council, ENV.38, 27 May 2014

General rates 
to rise by 2.3%

Gosford Council has agreed to increase its general rates by 2.3% from July 1 this year, in line with the current NSW Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal determination.

Member for Robertson Ms Lucy Wicks with Treasurer Joe Hockey
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Erina’s Medicare Local is one of 61 across the country set to close.Senator for NSW Deborah O’Neill said The Abbott Government’s decision was yet another blow to the people of the Central Coast.“Tony Abbott’s decision to close all 61 Medicare Locals around the country – despite promising before the election ‘We are not shutting any Medicare Locals’ – and replace them with 30 new health bureaucracies leaves the future of healthcare in the region under a cloud,” said Senator O’Neill.“The specifi c health requirements of people on the Coast will be lumped in with those in a new mega-region that will stretch from Gosford to the Queensland border and absorb three Medicare Locals: Central Coast; Hunter; and New England.“Our Medicare Local was just what the name suggested, a local, grassroots organisation geared to the specifi c healthcare needs of families here. “The impacts of these cuts and mergers will be felt at the community level, particularly by the most vulnerable, and will likely have longer term adverse population health outcomes.“Under this new mega-region, which is about the size of England, it will be one size fi ts all from Terrigal to the Tweed, and everyone will get a number and stand 

in the queue,” Senator O’Neill said.Senator O’Neill said the boundaries for the new Primary Healthcare Networks were released by side-door, with no announcement by the Government and no explanation of the immediate future for local health services, as Medicare Locals are dismantled. “The Blue Mountains, smaller than the Coast, got its own Primary Health Network.“Where were the local Liberals when this carve up happened?“They just aren’t fi ghting for the Coast.“The uncertainty that comes with this sleight-of-hand approach to public health not only affects 

patients who relied on Medicare Locals to direct them to the appropriate treatment in their area but also leaves the 75 Medicare Local staff employed at Erina fearing for their jobs.“It has been estimated that the cost to close Medicare Locals will be more than $200 million.“Thursday’s revelation will create chaos, delays and more costs,” Senator O’Neill said.The discovery of the Primary Health Network boundary plan comes after revelations that the Central Coast would be at the epicentre of a hospital emergency department crisis under the $7 GP Tax.A NSW Bureau of Health Information report revealed the emergency departments 

(EDs) at Gosford and Wyong hospitals were stretched – with Gosford recording the worst emergency patient turnaround rate in the state – while a Senate Inquiry has been told hospitals could expect a further surge as patients avoid, or can’t pay, Tony Abbott’s $7 tax to see a GP.With the NSW Government’s own briefi ng paper, prepared in May, revealing the co-payment had the capacity to fl ood hospitals with an extra 500,000 ED attendances a year, blow-out ED waiting times and cost an extra $80 million annually, hospitals could be stretched to breaking point.“This is a public health disaster waiting to happen on the Central Coast and 

it will be all Tony Abbott’s doing,” Senator O’Neill said.Member for Robertson Ms Lucy Wicks said she was disappointed with a recent statement made by a Senator for NSW regarding Primary Health Networks.“As the local Federal MP for Robertson, I’ve been meeting regularly with doctors, health professionals and patients across the Central Coast,” said Ms Wicks.“So it was disappointing to read remarks from a Senator for New South Wales who made a statement, in a media release containing typos and inaccuracies that ignored the views of health experts themselves.“The facts are that Primary Health Networks, including on the Central Coast, will work with local health providers and stakeholders to ensure local services meet the needs of local people, including supporting individual general practices to encourage high quality services. “It’s about ensuring local communities have better access to improved frontline health services, which doctors across the Coast tell me is an important issue.“The Australian Government wants to make sure money is spent on improving these frontline services – not wasted on administration. “The Networks are expected to align with existing Local Hospital Network boundaries to 

ensure effective working relationships, increase care for the communities they serve, and make the most of greater local GP involvement to ensure optimal patient care. “Clinical Councils and Community Advisory Committees will also ensure the needs of patients here on the Coast are put fi rst. “Richard Nankervis, Central Coast NSW Medicare Local CEO, has already said that he is optimistic that there will be strong, collaborative partnerships that benefi t the region as a whole because of this change,” said Ms Wicks.Mr Nankervis said in his response to the announcement that “responding to local health needs here on the Coast remains a top priority”.“We are also committed to working toward continuing the services we’ve worked so hard to develop for the Central Coast community,” he said.“We look forward to continuing the delivery of these services to the local population, and to developing new innovative programs as a partner in the new Primary Health Network.” 

Media release, 24 Oct 2014Richard Mehrtens, offi ce of Deborah O’NeillMedia release, 27 Oct 2014Tim Sowden, offi ce of Lucy Wicks MP

Medicare Local closure 
slammed and defended
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“We anticipate that the mediator will then be briefed to outline the scope of the project and the services that may be required,” said Cr Holstein.Should it be required, those parties with a fi nancial interest will all be consulted 

initially by the mediator including those who own the land and those who have an interest in its purchase, such as Gosford Council, National Parks and Wildlife and the Darkinjung Aboriginal Land Council.Former Independent 

candidate Mr Jake Cassar has thanked all that supported the marathon sit in protest and said the camp is now packing up.“This camp been strongest action against unreasonable development I have seen on Central 

Holstein seeks resolution

Member for Gosford Cr Chris Holstein has announced that a mediator from the State Property Authority will be made available to seek a resolution that could lead to the voluntary acquisition of the land in question at Bambara Rd, predicted on the current discussions between Gosford Council and the national Parks and Wildlife Service.

Coast,” he said.“We have survived much slander, abuse, violent attacks on camp i.e bottles, rocks etc thrown at us at night. “It was all well worth it for Bambara.“Campaign doesn’t end until Bambara is fi nally National Park.”

Media Release, 16 May 2011Chris Holstein, Member for Gosford

“Recent surveys by Anglicare and Wesley Mission have identifi ed the lack of rental properties for those on low fi xed income and the problem is getting worse day by day,” said Mr Maher.The Anglicare Australia Rental Affordability Snapshot identifi ed that of the 689 Central Coast properties advertised for 

rent on April 9 only 6 per cent (46) were affordable for people on fi xed incomes.Mr Maher said this meant that for our population of 297,956, 94 per cent of rental properties, if accepted, would put families and individuals in housing stress, where they would have to spend at least 30 per cent of their income on rent.

“There were quite a number of areas within our community where the situation is much worse,” he said.“In some areas of particular need some of our families would have to spend 50 to 60 per cent of their household income just on rents.“In a community in which the waiting list for Public 

Housing is between 12 and 15 years, it is no wonder that charities are being inundated with requests for assistance.“Although our unemployment statistics can be very misleading, even by the most generous interpretation of the unemployment rate of 7.1 per cent, it is one of the highest in the greater Metropolitan Area,” said Mr Maher.“When we take into consideration the overall shortage of affordable 

rental properties, the lack of public transport and a median wage rate, which is $111 less than Sydney for individuals and $269 less for families, no wonder the problem is increasing, rather than getting better.”Australian Council of Social Service representative Dr Cassandra Goldie said “more people are hitting hard times and falling into poverty”.Mr Maher said that although Coast Shelter has been able to increase the level of support as a result of 

the assistance provided by local business, community donations and a wonderful band of volunteers, housing is still the most signifi cant need in our community.“If the Governments would focus on addressing housing needs, most of our problems would fade away,” he concluded.

Media Release, 6 May 2011Laurie Maher, Coast Shelter

Rental costs increase homeless numbers
The shortage of affordable rental properties and the rising cost of living has lead to an alarming increase in the number of homeless families on the Central Coast said Coast Shelter CEO Mr Laurie Maher.

One hundred and fi fty million in federal funding for a feasibility study on the long-hoped for “missing link” was deferred until 2015-16 in last week’s Federal Budget, after years of inaction at state level to progress the project. However, on a visit to Terrigal on Sunday, May 15, the Treasurer Wayne Swan said the Federal Government would seriously consider any plans put forward by the NSW Liberal Government.“The fact is, the previous State Labor Government and the current Liberal Government haven’t faced up to what their priorities are. “The funds have been sitting there, but it hasn’t been going anywhere,” Mr Swan told a function at Terrigal.“If they want to come forward with a proposal then we will seriously look at it, and in addition to that, we’ll be happy to arrange for them to talk to Infrastructure Australia… but in Parliament last week, the current State Government said that they hadn’t made up their minds about what their priorities were.“Well they ought to make up their mind pretty soon, because I think it’s a really important project,” said Mr Swan.Ms O’Neill and Mr Thomson welcomed the Treasurer’s frank words and said the ball was now 

squarely in the NSW Liberals’ court. “Chris Hartcher and co. are in Government now. They are the ones with the power to allocate funding and resources,” said Ms O’Neill.“At present, they’ve contributed nothing. Mr Swan has told them to come forward with a proposal.“Let’s see if Hartcher and co can actually come up with the goods,” said Ms O’Neill.Mr Thomson said the NSW Liberals had a long way to travel before they could match Federal Labor’s economic record on the Central Coast.“Recent research into the Central Coast economy has proven that Federal Labor’s stimulus spending saved many local jobs and businesses while delivering important local infrastructure,” said Mr Thomson. “In last week’s, Budget we took that a step further by setting ourselves on the path of creating 500,000 new jobs.“As the days tick by we are still waiting for this new State Government to spell out its vision for the Central Coast,” said Ms O’Neill.

Media Release, 15 May 2011Matt Pulford, Offi ce of Deborah O’Neill MP

Local members 
urge government 

over F3 link
Member for Gosford Ms Deborah O’Neill and member for Dobell Mr Craig Thomson have challenged the newly-elected NSW Liberal Government to match Federal Labor’s commitment to the future of the F3-Sydney Orbital link.

Issue 018October 10, 2011 Your independent local newspaper     -     Ph: 4325 7369

Council resolved that it would provide a submission to the Department of Infrastructure and Transport on phase one of the feasibility study at its meeting of Tuesday, October 4.Council’s submission would outline the potential positive impacts on the Gosford LGA and would note Council’s support for the Newcastle to Sydney corridor to be progressed as high priority.Phase one of the two phase study was released on August 4 by the minister for infrastructure and transport Mr Anthony Albanese.The study looked at potential routes along the East Coast of Australia from Brisbane, southwards to Sydney, Canberra and Melbourne.It identifi ed that a feasible High Speed Rail corridor between Newcastle and Sydney existed for an approximate construction cost of 14.2 billion.Within this corridor, the study identifi ed that high speed rail stations would potentially be located at Kariong or Ourimbah.The community’s position on High Speed Rail was outlined in the 2009 response to requested NSW State Plan Priorities with a high speed rail link between Sydney and Newcastle with stops in Gosford and Wyong at the top of the list.

Council’s report on October 4, however, stated that it “would appear inappropriate at this stage in the High Speed Rail’s development to specify that there should be stations at Gosford and Wyong”.It said that the number of stations and their location would be analysed in phase two of the study.Cr Peter Freewater said that a “high speed link is exactly what the Central Coast needs to help this region grow, to promote economic prosperity for everybody”.“It’s fabulous that we are progressing with this.“Bring it on,” said Cr Freewater.According to Gosford Council’s report, phase one of the study confi rmed that “the Newcastle to Sydney rail line is the most heavily utilised within Australia outside urban areas” and “transport to the region remains relatively slow and subject to congestion”.Director of environment and planning Ms Colleen Worthy-Jennings said the High Speed Rail would make travelling to Sydney easier.“Being only 60km away, we should certainly be able to get to Sydney in under an hour,” she said.Gosford Council Agenda ENV.64, 4 Oct 2011Kaitlin Watts, 4 Oct 2011

Council 
supports 

high speed rail

The proposed route of the High Speed Rail

Gosford Council announced that it supported in principle a high speed rail project that would pass through the Central Coast.

Member for Gosford Mr Chris Holstein offi cially opened the shop front which will provide people within Gosford CBD access to information about what will be happening on the Gosford waterfront.Mr Holstein said: “At 178 Mann St, the public can come into the premises and 

look at what the plans are for the city’s waterfront.”“They can discuss the master plan in detail with the staff on hand.“This is a continuation of the communication process established with the Gosford Challenge.“It is about giving people access to the information 

and the plan.“The Landing at Gosford is the catalyst project for the revitalisation of the Gosford CBD.“It is about reconnecting the city with the waterfront.“The purpose in having the shop front is to provide the community with the opportunity to comment on 

the plan,” he said.The shop front will be open every Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 10am to 2pm until Friday, October 21.

Media release, 5 Oct 2011Margaret Paterson, Central Coast Regional Development Corporation

Landing Masterplan 
goes on display

Member for Gosford Mr Chris Holstein and the Landing Project Control Group chairman Mr Stephen Brahams at the opening of the Landing display shopfront

A shop front featuring the models and plans of the Landing Masterplan was opened at 178 Mann St, Gosford on Wednesday, October 5.

For more on the Landing at Gosford and public comments see page 14.

The MOU would also see the creation of a Project Control Group which would consist of the general managers, mayors, deputy mayors and senior staff from both Councils’ to develop project plans and timeframes to regionalise services.Council is now waiting on a response from Wyong 

in support of the agreement.The MOU followed Gosford Council’s decision not to proceed with a feasibility study into a possible amalgamation with Wyong Council.Gosford mayor Cr Laurie Maher said although “we decided in this council that we would not progress the amalgamation, we will work 

assiduously in getting a collaborative approach”.The two Councils have already funded and supported around 20 joint projects that had the overall goal of better servicing the residents of the Central Coast.They also worked together to develop policies, processes and systems that 

supported the formation of the Central Coast Water Corporation.Gosford Councils report said: “It is essential for our region that both Gosford and Wyong Councils work co-operatively and systematically towards the regionalisation of appropriate services and business processes.”

Gosford Council Agenda MM.11, 4 Oct 2011Media Release, 4 Oct 2011Gosford Council Media

Councils work together
Gosford Council agreed at its meeting of Tuesday, October 4, that it would enter into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Wyong Council to work collaboratively together to progress to the regionalisation of appropriate services and business procedures.
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It also unanimously agreed that phase 1 of the project, which delivers all major public infrastructure, be progressed to the Minister for endorsement as a matter of priority.Council said it still, however, strongly recommends the progression of phase one as a priority, as this would provide major public infrastructure in the area.The recommendation was adopted unanimously at Council’s meeting of Tuesday, March 6, due to the “huge community concern and input in regard to phase three (waterfront)”.Cr Craig Doyle said phase one was the most important step in the process in order to “see Gosford great again”.“It is absolutely vital that we get some momentum behind this thing,” said Cr Doyle.“Sometimes you have to think outside the box and when you do that you are not going to get everybody to agree on everything.”Former mayor Malcolm Brooks spoke at the meeting on behalf of the Friends of Gosford and said the group “wholeheartedly endorsed the notice of motion proposed by Cr Doyle”.

“We believe the motion truthfully refl ects public opinion as expressed by 4000 petitioners and 600 plus submissions to the NSW Planning Department, of which, 97 per cent opposed the landing and its 10 storey fi nger wharves.“Like Cr Doyle, we strongly believe the public open space on our foreshore and in front of the stadium must be preserved for all of our community and for our future generations.“Our foreshore area should not be developed as a quick fi x for problems in the CBD.“Indeed, we believe the current plan would do little for the CBD and less for the community.“Our group is driven by a passion to see Gosford develop in an appropriate and sustainable manner for the long term benefi t of the whole community.“In saying that, the waterfront needs to be a playground for the people not a playpen for the rich.

Gosford Council Agenda NM.4, 6 Mar 2012 Email, 7 Mar 2012    Malcolm Brooks, Friends of Gosford

Landing Phase 1 
to proceed to next stage
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Gosford Council has agreed to write to the Central Coast Regional Development Corporation (CCRDC) requesting that phases two and three of the Gosford Landing Proposal be withdrawn to allow further consideration from stakeholders.

The applicant, E J Knight and Co, said the development has the capacity to provide for affordable housing with 112 caravan-relocatable home sites and create over 50 short term construction and manufacturing jobs together with fi ve part time and full time jobs when the development is completed.The site is immediately adjacent to existing residential parks including Pineneedles, Karalta Court 

and Erina Gardens.The land has been owned by the applicant since the early 1980s, when the site formed part of a larger original land holding.On April 30, 1982, Gosford Council granted consent to a 20 unit motel and 245 caravan sites whereby the proposed motel was located on the front portion of the land.The development consent was physically commenced 

and the caravan park portion was constructed.In 1994, a draft plan of subdivision was prepared which excised the portion of the property that contained the proposed motel from the balance of the site containing the existing Pineneedles development.The plan was registered with the Land Titles Offi ce on July 3, 2001.A development application was lodged 

in 2005 (DA 29389) for a Residential Flat Building which consisted of seven residential apartment buildings with basement car parks containing 130 units and 23 townhouses and villas.The application was refused by Gosford Council and subsequently appealed by the applicant in the Land and Environment Court of NSW.Deferred commencement development consent was issued by the NSW Land and Environment Court on 

August 20, 2008, under Appeal No. 10638 of 2007 subject to a number of conditions that were required to be met to the satisfaction of Council.The applicant requested that the underlying 2(c) Residential zone be retained which would allow, with the consent of Council, the demolition of the existing single and two storey brick residential cottage and swimming pool, demolition of the existing hardiplank cottage at the Karalta Rd ingress-egress 

to the Pineneedles battle-axe entry, construction of caravan-relocatable home sites, construction of internal service roads and stormwater drainage, construction of utilities including water, sewer, electricity, MATV and telecommunications, the provision of communal facilities, communal open space areas and the construction of internal and perimeter landscaping.

Gosford Council Agenda ENV.16, 6 Mar 2012

Another mobile home park for Erina
Gosford Council has agreed to prepare a planning proposal to permit caravan parks, relocatable home parks and manufactured home parks at 75-83 Karalta Rd, Erina.
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The Councils have taken offi cial control of the $120 million Mardi-Mangrove Link from contractor John Holland after extensive testing of all components has ensured its functionality and reliability. To commemorate this milestone, Wyong Shire Mayor Bob Graham and Gosford City Mayor Laurie Maher unveiled a specially-designed sculpture at Woodbury Park, Mardi. 

The Mardi-Mangrove Link Project is an initiative of Gosford City and Wyong Shire Councils with Australian Government funding of $80.3 million through its Water Smart Program and an additional $40 million combined from the two Councils.

Media Release, 23 Jul 2012 Megan Low, Gosford Council

Mardi-Mangrove Link 
offi cially fi nished

Gosford City and Wyong Shire Councils celebrated a signifi cant milestone in securing the region’s water supply on Wednesday, July 25, with the offi cial completion of the Mardi-Mangrove Link Project. 

Gosford Council mayor Cr Laurie Maher, Wyong Council mayor Cr Bob Graham and contractor John Holland

On June 22, amendments were made to the Local Government (General) Regulation (the Regulation) to mandate what were formally caretaker conventions.

Under the regulation, Council, the general manager or any delegate of the council must not enter into any contract or undertaking involving an expenditure or receipt by 

the council of any amount equal to or greater than $150,000 or one per cent of the Council’s revenue from rates in the preceding financial year.It must not determine a 

controversial development application, except where a failure to make such a determination would give rise to a deemed refusal, or such a deemed refusal arose before the commencement of the caretaker period.The term “controversial development application” is defined as one for 

which at least 25 persons have made submissions by way of objection.Council must not appoint or renew the appointment of the general manager or terminate their employment.This does not include the appointment of an acting or temporary general manager).

In particular cases, these functions may be exercised with the approval of the Minister for Local Government.

Gosford Council Agenda COR.73, 24 Jul 2012

Council moves into caretaker mode
Gosford Council will operate under a caretaker mode from Friday August 10, to Saturday, September 8, as part of its responsibilities during the election period to ensure major decisions are not made which may limit the actions of an incoming council.
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The notion was put to Council at the meeting of Tuesday, December 11, by mayor Cr Lawrie McKinna to investigate options to identify the waterway as an integral feature of the City of Gosford.“During 2012, the Central Coast Regional Development Corporation (CCRDC) has been working 

with the State Government to deliver Stage One of The Landing at the Gosford Waterfront as a catalyst project for the revitalisation of the Gosford City Centre,” said Cr McKinna.“This landmark development will showcase Gosford to national and international visitors, developers and potential 

investors. “The current name of the body of water directly adjacent to The Landing and surrounding areas does not uniquely identify our region and confuses many visitors due to its perceived association with the City of Brisbane in Queensland,” added Cr McKinna.Cr McKinna said any 

name change for Brisbane Water would involve broad consultation with community groups and stakeholders.“At this stage, Council is just investigating the feasibility of a name change and will be seeking input when we know what our options are, however, the scale and signifi cance of a development such as The Landing should clearly articulate the attributes of our wonderful city and help to easily identify our 

region by its unique natural features,” said Cr McKinna.Cr Gabby Bowles commended the mayor on his “guts” and said the issue had the potential “to open a massive can of worms”.“I’d be really keen to have a look at a name that better refl ects who we are and what we are about,” said Cr Bowles.Cr Craig Doyle said the fi rst time he read the report he “thought somebody was pulling my leg”.“But the more I refl ected 

on this, the more I think it will be an interesting exercise.”Cr Deanna Bocking was the only councillor to oppose the mayoral minute and said she was concerned with where the name changes would stop and the costs of the whole exercise.“Do we have to change the name of Brisbane Water National Park too?”

Media Release, 11 Dec 2012Gosford Council MediaKaitlin Watts, 11 Dec 2012

McKinna to attempt 
Brisbane Water name change

Gosford Council will initiate discussions with the Geographical Names Board, seeking options to amend the name of Brisbane Water to make the waterway more clearly identifi able with the local area.

Aborigines spearing fi sh and diving for crayfi sh in Brisbane WaterImage by Joseph Lycett, 1775-1828 Courtesy of Gosford Council website

Gosford Waterfront 2012 Photo: Naomi Bridges Photography
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Ms O’Neill welcomed the new investment and thanked the Coast community for their involvement.“New funding in the Budget will make a real difference for people on the Coast.“Whether it means more support for people with a disability through DisabilityCare Australia, or less time stuck in traffi c with funding for the F3-M2.“I am proud to share these announcements with the Coasties who have signed my petitions and called for these commitments, but there is still more work to do,” Ms O’Neill said.Ms O’Neill highlighted the importance of ensuring that the Budget promoted job creation and economic growth for Australia’s future prosperity.“This Government has made targeted and responsible decisions, in line with our Labor values, to ensure that we are a stronger, smarter and fairer Australia.“We will always act responsibly to prioritise jobs to ensure that the economy works for more people.“With DisabilityCare Australia set in stone in this budget, Coasties can now be assured that they will benefi t from one of the biggest social reforms in Australian history.“This government is proud to be bringing this issue to the forefront of policy discussions and community attention.“In the seat of Robertson, approximately 2,497 locals may be eligible for support under DisabilityCare when the scheme rolls out across the country.“To better nurture our young creative talent, this Budget will allocate $23,500 to each electorate to encourage, support and celebrate the participation 

of young people in creative, cultural, academic and community events or training.“Gosford Council will be eligible to apply for one of 14 competitive grants of up to $375,000 to deliver innovative online local government services using the NBN.“Our local Broadband for Seniors kiosk will be eligible to receive extra funding for a new computer and touchscreen monitor, ensuring seniors can benefi t from a wider range of interactive computer applications and programs.“Each kiosk will also be eligible to receive a grant to deliver training and information sessions on the importance of cyber safety and personal security.“For pensioners wanting to downsize their homes, the sting of losing chunks of their pension because of the sale is often discouraging. “Under a trial outlined in the Budget, eligible pensioners who want to downsize, can put at least 80% of excess sale proceeds (up to a max of $200k) into a special account that is exempt from the pensioner means test so that it won’t affect their pension.“In the electorate of Robertson, this could benefi t around 15,830 pensioners who are home-owners.“The Federal Government is investing $5.5 million in Childcare Flexibility Trials to test innovative approaches to provide families with access to more fl exible care options.“Gosford and Peninsula Family Daycare have received extra support to extend hours to better cater to the needs of our local police offi cers.“To better support families receiving the partnered Parenting Payment, Newstart Allowance and Widow, Sickness or Partner Allowance, the Federal 

Government is increasing the amount recipients can earn before their payments are affected. “This means people can take home $494 extra per year and for the fi rst time the income free area will also be indexed to the Consumer Price Index (CPI) from 1 July 2015.“In the electorate of Robertson this will immediately benefi t 1,038 people on income support currently earning over $62 a fortnight, and potentially benefi t 3,994 more people should they move into work. “Labor established disability employment services in mid-2010 – getting rid of the cruel cap and quota based system that was put in place by the Howard government.“Now, everyone who needs help to fi nd a job gets that help. “In the electorate of Robertson, this investment has seen 2,083 people placed in work since the program began.“This Federal Budget provides $84.5 million over four years for the provision of around 1,650 additional Commonwealth supported sub-bachelor and postgraduate places to universities.“In the electorate of Robertson, Labor’s uncapping of places has seen a 15.2% increase in students commencing University. “This is vital in ensuring that locals are able to access affordable university education, and are able to get the skilled jobs of the future,” said Ms O’Neill.Media Release, 14 May 2013Richard Mehrtens, Offi ce of Deborah O’Neill MP

Local highlights in national budget
Vital infrastructure projects and new and continuing community support programs were highlights for locals in the 2013-14 Budget, according to Member for Robertson Ms Deborah O’Neill.

Member for Robertson Ms Deborah O’Neill speaking in the Chamber at Parliament House

Work on the 8km long tunnel under Pennant Hills Rd could start as early as next year with $400 million each being provided by the Federal and State Governments, with the remaining cost to be met by the private sector.“I have been fi ghting for the F3 to M2 link ever since I fi rst became the candidate for Robertson, and it is still one of the single biggest issues that people talk to me about today,” said Member for Robertson Ms Deborah 

O’Neill.“More than 3,000 people have signed my petition to have this vital piece of infrastructure built and constant pressure from the Central Coast community has made this announcement possible.“This is a major project and will take investment from both government and non-government sources to ensure that it is delivered.“This project will make a massive difference for commuters heading to 

Sydney every day.“It will mean less time stuck in traffi c, and more time at home with family.“If we can make sure this important road project is built, it will mean tens of thousands of motorists will be able to forget about the nightmare that is currently Pennant Hills Rd,” Ms O’Neill said.This commitment builds on previous investments from the Federal Government for the project 

State and Federal 
governments agree on 
missing link funding

A deal had been struck between the Federal Government and the NSW Government to build the F3-M2 Missing Link.

Continued on Page 3
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The land is currently being used as a resource recovery facility which is a prohibited use within the 7 (a) Conservation and Scenic Protection zone.A license by the Offi ce of Environment and Heritage, however, has been issued for the use of such activity.Council had begun but not completed actions to require the use to cease unauthorised activities until the Planning Proposal was determined.The existing unauthorised 

use of the land for a resource recovery facility has been taking place sporadically for a number of years.The land forms part of the existing Rexdor Kincumber Quarry landholding, which has been subject to quarrying for more than 60 years and is currently operating under “existing use rights” provisions under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act.The site is accessed through a residential area and, as such, support for 

the legalising of this activity could raise issues with local residents regarding the local area roads through concerns with regard to traffi c and noise.If the planning proposal is accepted, a development application would be made to allow for the crushing and recycling of inert demolition and construction materials generated by building construction activities.

Gosford Council Agenda ENV.48, 17 Sep 2013

Planning for recycling 
plant starts

Gosford Council has initiated a gateway process for a Planning Proposal for a resource recovery facility at 2180 Kerns Rd, Kincumber.

“This is the fi rst time in the State’s history there has been such extensive mapping and protection for our residential areas and farms,” NSW Planning and Infrastructure Minister Mr Brad Hazzard said.“The progress in striking the balance between strategically signifi cant agricultural land and residential properties is the result of extensive community and business consultation and was necessitated by the complete failure of the former State Labor government to address any of these issues despite CSG being extracted for more than 20 years in NSW.“The changes deliver key elements of the Government’s Strategic Regional Land Use Policy while at the same ensuring a viable and strong mining industry can occur in NSW,” he said.NSW Minister for Primary Industries Ms Katrina Hodgkinson said the land had been mapped as BSAL because it had been identifi ed as highly fertile and productive land.“Once the mapping is fi nalised, companies wanting to develop major mining or CSG projects within confi rmed BSAL in the region will have to go through the independent scientifi c Gateway process,” she said.Mr Hazzard said CSG exclusion zones have also come into force across more than 215,000 hectares in the Lower Hunter and Central Coast regions, including all 

zoned residential land and rural villages and a 2km buffer area around these locations.These exclusion zones refl ect community concerns about the confl ict over resource development in residential areas.“The NSW Government is now seeking feedback on the precise location of the scheduled stage-two expansion of CSG exclusion zones into future residential growth areas in regional NSW,” Mr Hazzard said.The benefi ts for the Lower Hunter and Central Coast regions are part of a broader NSW Government announcement to provide greater safeguards for more than fi ve million hectares of residential and farming land across the State. This includes the appointment of the inaugural members of the Gateway Panel, which will conduct a scientifi c assessment to ensure the potential impacts of mining and CSG proposals on BSAL are identifi ed prior to a development application being lodged.The panel, led by chairman Terry Short, are highly regarded experts in their fi elds and have decades of technical and industry experience.“The panel members we have appointed today deliver expertise across a number of disciplines, meaning each project will be subject to rigorous, balanced and scientifi c scrutiny.”Mr Short said the establishment of the gateway system was a tremendous 

step forward for rural NSW.“It is a voice that rural NSW hasn’t had to date in the planning process,” he said.“Personally, I am honoured to have been asked to make such an important contribution to rural land-use planning as Chairman of the panel.”Mr Hazzard said the mapping being exhibited was to have been the primary component of the proposed Lower Hunter and Central Coast Strategic Regional Land Use Plan (SRLUP). Now this mapping has been released, it is instead proposed to prepare a Regional Growth Plan for the Lower Hunter and Central Coast under the State’s new planning system – rather than a SRLUP. These Regional Growth Plans will comprehensively cover all strategic planning issues for the region – including housing, infrastructure, economic development, agricultural land and resources and environment – rather than having a focus mainly on agriculture and resource industry issues.Further information on the location of the 654 hectares of the CSG exclusion zone was sought from the offi ce of Minister for the Central Coast and NSW Energy and Resources Minister Mr Chris Hartcher, however, a response was not received at the time Coast Community News went to press.Media release, 3 Oct 2013Julian Luke, Offi ce of Katrina Hodkinson MPKaitlin Watts

CSG extraction exclusion 
zones declared

Of the over 94,000 hectares in the Gosford LGA, nearly 654 hectares have been identifi ed as Biophysical Strategic Agricultural Land (BSAL) as part of NSW Government initiatives released on Thursday, October 3, to better regulate mining and coal seam gas (CSG) projects.

The planning proposals would see the rezoning of the sites to allow for the installation of Resource Recovery Facilities.One application is for the Kincumber Sewerage Treatment Plant which was chosen as an alternative site to the Springfi eld Quarry following opposition from Springfi eld residents.The second application is from the Kincumber Quarry for the same type of facility.“The Kincumber Quarry has been operating unlawfully for a number of years to the detriment of the residents living in 

the area surrounding the quarry,” said Residents of Kincumber Association president Ms Ruth Ross.“The residents of Springfi eld campaigned that the Resource Recovery Facility that Council was planning was unsuitable in a residential, environmentally sensitive area.“The location of the Kincumber Quarry possesses the same conditions. “The residents in the residential area surrounding Kincumber Quarry are extremely concerned as formalisation of this facility 

will increase the activity on the site and has the potential to reduce air quality, noise and dust.“Traffi c issues are also of concern with the report to Council quoting 100 heavy truck movements per day through a family orientated residential area.“The intersection with Avoca Dr is also problematic as well as the upkeep to the road not meant for heavy traffi c,” said Ms Ross.

Email, 26 Sep 2013Ruth Ross, Residents of Kincumber Association

Residents show concern 
about planning proposals

The Residents of Kincumber Association have lodged concerns with Gosford Council about two planning proposals in the area that have been approved to go to the Department of Planning.
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Camp Quoll, named after the endangered Spotted Quoll living in the area, was set up to protect the local fauna and flora, which rely on aquifers for their survival.Camp Quoll member Ian Sutton, who is also the police liaison for the Peaceful Direct Action, said: “We are blockading the quarry in the hope that we can give a voice to the eleven known endangered and threatened animals that inhabit the proposed quarry site.”“The destruction of habitat and removal of the ridge top aquifers will dramatically alter the existing ecology and see a significant decrease in biodiversity.“With most of the country already degraded, and many of our fauna and flora species lost or endangered, the community must begin to take more responsibility and stand up to protect the last bastions of high biodiversity like that of the Central Coast.

“If the practice of quarrying these important aquifers to produce sand continues, the Central Coast can expect to see the drying out of the landscape causing a loss of biodiversity, creating catastrophic fire conditions and resulting in severe water shortages.“These aquifers provide much of our environmental flows, industrial water and drinking water, all mandatory for supporting our local economy, community and ecology.“The huge numbers of community members participating in these Peaceful Direct Actions, standing up for their local environment, is an exciting and promising prospect for a better outcome and future for the Central Coast communities surrounding Rocla Materials,” said Mr Sutton.

Media release, 3 Mar 2014Lynn Cowie, Our Land Our Water Our Future

Camp Quoll members
 say no to expansion

Over 40 residents and Camp Quoll members from the Central Coast community braved the wet and cold conditions to gather at the front gates of Rocla Calga Sand Quarry at 11am on Saturday, March 1, to say no to the expansion that was approved by the NSW State Government on December 23. 

CEN chairman Mr John Asquith said the actual amount dumped is closer to 900,000 tonnes. Gosford Council approved dumping of 240,000 cubic metres (216,000 tonnes) in a development consent in1998. How and why there is such large discrepancies has not been revealed by the EPA.“This is important as the levy on dumping is usually $107/tonne and such a volume could be worth up 

to $40 million to the NSW Government,” said Mr Asquith.“In their press release, the EPA conveniently ignore this discrepancy.“Excess dumping and instability of the waste heap is the reason council have needed to take court action.“The EPA must have known what was going on,” said Mr Asquith.Copies of the licence issued by the EPA and obtained by CEN show that in June 2008 (EPA Notice 1082616) the 

EPA removed Condition M7 which limited the dumping to 240,000 cubic metres in total, in line with the Development Consent.“From weighbridge fi gures provided by the EPA, it is clear that this limit would have been exceeded within 4 months (ie October 2008),” said Mr Asquith.Another limit (Condition L5.4) in the licence of 250,000 tonnes per annum was removed later in 2008. “It is clear that, once the limit 

was removed by the EPA, this allowed the excess dumping to occur through to the present time,” said Mr Asquith.“The EPA should come clean and tell the full story of who authorised the excess dumping, why the limit was removed and where the excess dumping in excess of the consent conditions came from.“Locals have been complaining about excess dumping for some time, but their complaints have been ignored by the EPA,” said Mr Asquith.

Media release, 7 Mar 2014John Asquith, CEN

EPA should come clean
The Community Environment Network (CEN) has corrected claims made by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) that only 555,616 tonnes of waste were dumped at Mangrove Mountain.
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Minister Stokes said the community has been clear that the revitalisation of Gosford’s waterfront is a priority and they want to see action.“This progress is great news and shows that the NSW Government is serious about taking the Central Coast region forward. “We believe the Gosford waterfront redevelopment is a vital urban renewal initiative.“It will be signifi cant in shaping the future Gosford city centre, providing long-term improvement and employment to the area.” Works will begin mid-August to clear the 20 Mann St site for redevelopment. Member for Gosford Mr Chris Holstein said that following the successful relocation of Gosford Public School to its new, state of 

the art home on Faunce St West, the commencement of works on the waterfront was an exciting step forward. “The redevelopment of the former school site is central to the successful implementation of the Gosford Waterfront redevelopment plans and a key part of the progress towards revitalising the Central Coast economy,” Mr Holstein said. The Central Coast Regional Development Corporation (CCRDC) is managing the disposal of the former school site.Australian Demolition and Scrap Recovery Pty Ltd has been awarded the contract to demolish the former school site, located on 1.5 hectares and bound by Mann St, Georgiana Tce, Vaughan Ave and Baker St.

CCRDC executive manager Mr Greg South said the Corporation had been collaborating with the Department of Education and Communities (DEC) and Government Property NSW to ensure the best possible outcome for Gosford and the Central Coast region. “It’s important that the redevelopment of this site proceeds in a timely manner,” said Mr South.“Tender documents will be released in the very near future to facilitate and support new development opportunities,” Mr South said.Demolition works are expected to be completed by the end of October 2014. 

Media release, 1 Aug 2014Rob Stokes, Minister for the Central Coast

Gosford Public School 
demolition about to commence

The transformation of the Gosford waterfront is set to start this month, according to the Minister for the Central Coast and Assistant Minister for Planning Mr Rob Stokes.

Gosford mayor Cr Lawrie McKinna, Member for Gosford Mr Chris Holstein and Minister for the Central Coast Mr Rob Stokes

This segment of the public inquiry will focus on, among other things, corruption allegations involving the circumstances in which the 2011 state 

election campaign for the seat of Newcastle was funded by the Liberal Party, and whether funds were solicited and received from prohibited donors, including 

Buildev Pty Ltd, Nathan Tinkler, Jeff McCloy, Hilton Grugeon and other persons and companies associated with them.This segment will also 

examine whether members of Parliament (MPs), including Christopher Hartcher and Michael Gallacher MLC, solicited and received donations from prohibited donors for use in the Liberal Party 2011 state election campaign, including in the seat of 

Newcastle, and whether parties and persons, including Buildev Pty Lyd, Mr Tinkler, Darren Williams, David Sharpe, Mr McCloy and Mr Grugeon improperly sought to infl uence certain MPs by making donations during the 2011 state election campaign.

ICAC Commissioner the Hon Megan Latham will continue to preside at the public inquiry and Counsel Assisting the Commission are Mr Geoffrey Watson SC and Mr Greg O’Mahoney. 

Media release, 4 Aug 2014, ICAC

ICAC public enquiry to resume
The NSW Independent Commission Against Corruption’s (ICAC) Operation Spicer public inquiry will resume on Wednesday, August 6.
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The proposal is seeking to add four cinemas to the site as well as a cafe and gallery, five residential units and basement car parking.Gosford City’s mayor Cr Lawrie McKinna said the council was still very keen to try and make the redevelopment workable.“Council staff did recommend that this development application should be refused for a number of reasons,” mayor Cr McKinna said.“But, we strongly believe there is still an opportunity for council staff and the developer to try and see whether the redevelopment of this important, iconic community facility could be delivered in a more suitable and acceptable way.“At this stage, there are still concerns about the proposal’s excessive size and height, as well as whether it is in the community’s best interests.

“Although we received well over 1,500 individual letters and signatures objecting to this proposal, it’s important to acknowledge that we also received around 800 individual letters and signatures supporting it as part of the application’s public exhibition.

“Councillors have also been advised by council staff that the site’s flooding risks are too significant to ignore, especially for this proposal.“With the site located in an existing floodway, the proposed vehicle access and basement car parking for the redevelopment 

pose serious public safety risks if the site floods.“However, council has now deferred its decision on this proposal and asked the CEO to meet with the applicant and gauge their preparedness to amend the current design to address these concerns and others.

“We’ve also asked for a further report to be provided to the council at its next available meeting after March next year.”The decision was a source of contention at council’s final meeting of the year with the gallery full to the brim and overflowing into the foyer.

Councillors did not unanimously decide on the deferral with Greens Cr Hillary Morris saying she didn’t see what a further three months was going to achieve.“There has been plenty of time to reach an agreement,” said Cr Morris.“The theatre is a wonderful community asset, there is no doubt about that, and I certainly hope we don’t lose it.”Cr Gabby Bowles said the application was “an emotional one” for her as it was one of the first emails she received when she was elected as a councillor.“There’s a lot of different opinions about whether the owners have a sound and reasonable reason to expand, but I don’t believe that’s council’s decision to decide.“None of us want to see this theatre close…but the report as it stands now is not something I can support,” said Cr Bowles.Mayor Cr McKinna said: “I would like to sincerely thank every resident for their comments and feedback on this proposal, and patience while we continue to assess the application.”

Media release, 10 Dec 2014Gosford Council MediaKaitlin Watts,18 Dec 2014

Contentious Avoca Beach 
Theatre application 

deferred again
Following over 1,500 public objections and around 800 supporting s u b m i s s i o n s , Gosford Council has deferred its decision on a contentious application to redevelop the Avoca Beach Theatre.

Community members concerned about the future of the Avoca Beach Theatre
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According to Council’s report of Tuesday, June 7, Gosford Council received advice from the RTA that remaining bushland from the roadwork undertaken to widen Avoca Dr between Sun Valley Rd and Bayview Dr, Green Point, would not be transferred to Council despite Council’s previous understanding that it 

would be transferred at the completion of the works at no cost to Council.The report states that the RTA have advised Council it can either agree to accepting care, control and management of the land or alternatively to purchase the land.Based on verbal and written communication with 

the representatives of the RTA in 2010, Council had been of the understanding that the RTA had agreed to transfer the bushland adjacent to the new extension of Lakewood Ave to Council at no cost once the road construction project had been completed.Council said more recent correspondence, received 

this year, has seen a change in the RTA’s position on the transfer of the land with the RTA requesting Council agree to accept care, control and management of the land, with the RTA retaining ownership.Council has refused both options proposed to them by the RTA and awaits a response from the ministers.

Council Agenda CIT.8, 7 Jun 2011

Gosford 
residents 

receive OAMs

Dr Howard BellJudith Gifford

Council to request
 land ownership

Gosford Council has resolved to send correspondence to the Minister for Roads and Ports and the Minister for the Central Coast requesting that the ownership of the RTA land at Green Point be transferred to Council ownership for inclusion in the COSS.

Aerial view of the land at Green Point

Green Point resident Ms Judith Gifford has been awarded an Order of Australia Medal in the general division for service to nursing mothers through the Australian Breastfeeding Association.Dr Howard Bell of Gosford has been awarded an Order of Australia Medal, also, in the general division for his service to the community 

through social justice and legal organisations.Gosford resident Mr Thomas Bagnat was awarded an Australian Public Service Medal for his “outstanding public service to the National Parks and Wildlife Service in New South Wales”.For the full stories see pages 3 and 5.Elyse Gunner and Kaitlin Watts, 17 Jun 2011

The Gosford Community has been represented in the Queen’s Birthday 2011 Honours List, with three residents awarded the ultimate honour for their contribution to the public. 

“Gosford City Council, who commenced discussions with the National Parks and Wildlife Service and the landowners, are still progressing,” said Mr Holstein.Mr Holstein reconfi rmed that, should the current negotiations be unresolved, the Government would honour the election commitment to bring in a mediator.“Unfortunately, rumours are circulating and incorrect information is being put in to the public arena,” he said.“The commitment is still in place and all I need is 

formal advice from Council that negotiations have been unsuccessful before further action can take place.“I am fi nding that these rumours are very distracting to those people who have a genuine care and a passion for preserving this land for public ownership, but they must understand that the negotiations are a matter between the two parties and that they will be conducted with due process and in due course,” Mr Holstein said.

Media Release, 6 Jun 2011Chris Holstein MP

Discussions still 
progressing

Member for Gosford Chris Holstein has advised that negotiations for the Bambara land in Kariong are still continuing. Gosford Council’s Project offi cer of Metro Greenspace Mr Chris Lear said the increasing popularity of the annual Five Lands Walk event highlighted the need to establish a permanent coastal walkway that is accessible to the community and visitors all year round.The permanent walking trail will connect the fi ve coastal communities of MacMasters Beach, Copacabana, Avoca, North Avoca and Terrigal.It is expected to enhance the existing Open Space Network in the Gosford Local Government Area and create opportunities to 

promote tourism within the region.After several successful community consultation meetings the comprehensive document provides a blueprint for an improved and integrated network of walking tracks linked to lookouts, viewing platforms, local communities and other key visitor sites.It is designed to guide the development of the walkway over the next 10 years.Mr Lear said that walkers will experience a diverse range of landscapes and terrain along the 10.5km journey.

“It provides a picturesque walk through some of the region’s most valuable natural assets including the Captain Cook Lookout at Copacabana, Cochrone Lagoon, a new bush trail to Winney Bay, Avoca Lagoon and the Terrigal Skillion.“Council will also investigate the use of downloadable mobile phone applications to provide walkers with up to date information about the trail and its attractions, ensuring the walk remains a low-tech experience while providing access to high-tech information,” said Mr. Lear.

A copy of the draft Masterplan will be on public exhibition at Council’s Customer Service Centres at Gosford, Erina, Kincumber and Woy Woy, and on Council’s website.Any submissions regarding the draft Masterplan are to be received by the general manager by 5pm on Monday, July 25.Once endorsed by Council, the document will be used as a tool to source funding through various State and Federal Government Grants to undertake works identifi ed in the Masterplan.

Media Release, 9 Jun 2011Gosford Council Media

Masterplan available 
for public viewing

Gosford Council has placed the Masterplan for the Five Lands Coastal Walkway on public exhibition which will remain available for viewing until July 10.

Lakewood Ave Avoca Drive
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NSW Minister for Roads Duncan Gay said: “The new fi eld response unit will have two full-time traffi c commanders, new light and heavy vehicle tow trucks and other essential traffi c management equipment housed at a depot just north of the Hawkesbury River.”“The depot has direct access to both the north and southbound carriageways on the F3 and the Old Pacifi c Highway and is also close to a major diversion point for detours. “The location of the depot is particularly helpful, as it will cover the critical stretch of road between Berowra and Mount White. “It’s also less than 4km from the emergency helipad at South Brooklyn which can be used by NSW Police Crash Investigation Unit during critical incidents, and is next door to an ambulance station which will provide the opportunity for emergency services to work more closely together when incidents occur,” said minister Gay.The F3 freeway is a vital link on the state and national road network and a key freight corridor which carries more than 75,000 vehicles each day.The F3 is unique to other freeways as there are often large distances between exits which can make it diffi cult for motorists to exit the freeway when an 

incident occurs and the road is closed. Mr Gay said that to manage the traffi c needs of the freeway signifi cant resources were required.“The addition of this new depot will assist with managing major incidents and help motorists get to their destination as quickly as possible,” said Mr Gay. “Heavy tow truck and traffi c commanders have already started work with positive results.“Since starting work, staff have assisted in numerous incidents, including six in their fi rst two days of operation. “The light tow truck will start work within the next few weeks.“This combined with the staff and heavy vehicle tow will provide an even faster, more effi cient service to motorists using the F3.” Minister for the Central Coast Mr Chris Hartcher as well as local members Mr Chris Spence, Mr Chris Holstein, Mr Darren Webber and Mr Garry Edwards welcomed the new unit. “This is an excellent additional resource for road users,” said Mr Hartcher. “Motorists who regularly use the F3 will benefi t by this new unit,” he said.

Media Release, 25 Oct 2011Lance Northey, offi ce of minster Duncan Gay 

New fi eld 
response unit 

for F3

Under the Program, $115,000 of Federal funding was spent on the reserve upgrade which included Caroline Cox Reserve Playground, Mooney Mooney Playground, Frost Reserve Floodlighting, Woy Woy Tennis Floodlighting and Yarunga Viewing Platform and Picnic Area.“This is a welcome 

upgrade that will give the children in the local area playing pleasure for years to come and give their families the security of knowing they are in a safe and stimulating environment,” Mr Thomson said.“We can be assured of that, thanks to the children themselves having a say in the design of 

their playground and the selection of the equipment.“I congratulate Gosford City Council for organising a public consultation meeting, and travelling to Narara Public School to talk with the children and invite them to draw the facilities they would like,” said Mr Thomson.Cr Maher said Council was offered $577,000 as part of the round three funding for projects within the area.“We have received this funding for fi ve projects within the Gosford Local Government Area from an initiative which has helped local communities respond to the global fi nancial crisis and supported jobs for local tradespeople, contractors and small businesses.Cr Maher said the Regional and Local Community Infrastructure Program projects were a good example of different levels of government 

working together to provide improved facilities for local communities.“Gosford City Council would like to thank the Federal Government for its investment under the RLCIP and we look forward to continuing to work together for the benefi t of our residents.“I would like to congratulate the Woy Woy Tennis Club, who, through fundraising, were able to contribute $10,000 to their fl oodlighting installation – a fantastic effort by all involved,” said Cr Maher.The upgrade of Caroline Cox Reserve Playground also received $45,000 under the NSW Communities – Community Building Partnerships.Mr Thomson said: “At the core of this program is a whole-of-government approach to regional development.”“It’s about working with local governments to fi nd local solutions to local challenges.”

Media release, 28 Oct 2011 Gosford Council Media Member for Gosford Mr Chris Holstein with minister for roads Mr Duncan Gay

A new fi eld response unit for critical incidents on the F3 Freeway will be established to help improve incident management and service delivery for motorists.

Reserve upgrades
 offi cially opened

Five projects funded by the Federal Government’s Regional and Local Community Infrastructure Program (RLCIP) round three were offi cially opened at Caroline Cox Reserve, Niagara Park, on Friday, October 28, by member for Dobell Mr Craig Thomson and Gosford mayor Cr Laurie Maher.

The new fl oodlights installed at Frost Reserve, KincumberPhoto: Naomi Bridges

The opening of the fi ve projects funded in Round 3 by the Federal Government’s Regional and Local Communtiy Infrastructure Program
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The Cadillac Club  adjacent to the Gosford Council administration building Photo: ValsPix

The development would also include additional offi ce space, commercial space including university space, car parking and associated ancillary facilities.In 1997, Council set a levy to raise funds for the building of the Regional Library.This is still being collected, and the purchase of the Cadillac Club was made for a Regional Library.

The last proposal for the library on that site was rejected in 2001 due to a lack of funds.In 2005, Council requested a comparison of the Civic Precinct (Cadillac Club) and Kibble Park.It was determined that the footprint for a 3000m2 building in Kibble Park would be too big.In December 2005, Council resolved that a 

survey be held to determine the public’s preference for the site.The results showed that 94.46 per cent of those who took part (3157) wanted the library to be built in Kibble Park.While workshops and presentations had been held since that time, no further decision had been made regarding the future of the Regional Library.

During the Gosford Challenge, and now with the CCDRC, the matter had been present but not solved.The CCDRC continued the Challenge’s desire to draw a university campus into the city centre.In 2011, Council delayed a decision on urgent public amenity needs in Kibble Park until a decision had been made on the future of the Regional Library.

Gosford Council Agenda NM.5, 27 Mar 2012

Regional library
 to progress

Gosford Council has resolved to progress the development of a Regional Library in the Cadillac Club adjacent to Council’s administration building.

Avoca Beach, Copacabana, Davistown, East Gosford, Erina, Erina Heights, Forresters Beach, Fountaindale, Gosford, Green Point, Holgate, Kangy Angy, Kariong, Kincumber, Kincumber South, Koolewong, Lisarow, Macmasters Beach, Matcham, Mount Elliot, Narara, Niagara Park, North Avoca, North Gosford, Picketts Valley, Point Clare, Point Frederick, Saratoga, Springfi eld, Tascott, Terrigal, Wamberal, West Gosford, Wyoming and Yattalunga are among some the selected suburbs in the Gosford LGA.“Under the three year rollout plan, construction of the fi bre network in these areas will begin progressively between 1 April 2012 and 30 June 2015,” said Member for Robertson Ms Deborah O’Neill.“The NBN rollout is ramping up and is about to go into high gear and the Central Coast is poised to make the most of it,” Ms O’Neill added.“In the next three years, 77,700 homes and businesses locally will be on the way to having access to fast, reliable broadband through the NBN’s fi bre network.“The NBN will connect 93 per cent of homes and businesses around Australia to high-speed 

fi bre broadband, capable of speeds of up to one gigabit per second.“Seven per cent will have access to high-speed fi xed-wireless or next-generation satellite technologies providing peak speeds of 12 megabits per second.“The NBN is about more than just faster broadband. This is about supporting businesses in Robertson and around Australia to connect to new markets and fi nd new, better ways of doing things to make their businesses more productive and more profi table,” Ms O’Neill said.“It’s about families in Robertson getting online to access health and aged care services, it’s about people who need government services being able to access those online, and it’s about our kids getting access to world class education services, for example by being able to take a class at another school via the NBN.“The NBN will drive a new wave of digital innovation, changing the way Australians live, do business, receive services and connect with the world. The NBN is just the platform; the really exciting part is the new possibilities it opens up.” 

Media release, 30 Mar 2012Richard Mehrtens, Offi ce of Deborah O’Neill MP

Suburbs 
named 

for NBN 
rollout

Around 77,700 homes and businesses in the Gosford Local Government Area (LGA) will have access to National Broadband Network (NBN) fi bre services under the NBN’s fi rst three year fi bre rollout plan.
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There are 41 candidates contesting the Gosford Council election.These are made up of two groups of independents, Labor, Liberal, Central Coast First, Central Coast Greens and two independent candidates.The city of Gosford covers an area of 1029 square kilometres, stretching east to the Tasman Sea, south to the Hawkesbury River, west to the Judge Dowling Range, and north to meet the Cessnock and Wyong Shires on a border through Kulnura, Lisarow and Forresters Beach.Gosford Council comprises 10 councillors who are elected for a four year term to direct and control the affairs of the Council, in accordance with the Local Government Act.The councillors review 

the performance of the Council and its delivery of services, fi nancial and management plans and its annual budget.The work of Councillors is voluntary and a small allowance is paid to compensate them for the cost of attending the many Council meetings and carrying out their civic duties.Each September the Council also elects one of its members to the offi ce of mayor.The mayor chairs all Council meetings and is chief spokesperson and civic leader. Candidates for the Gosford Council local government elections were asked to provide 250 words about what they have done and will do for Gosford.See pages 5-9 for their responses.

Gosford future to be
decided at election

Gosford residents are required to vote for their preferred local government candidates on Saturday, September 8.

Avoca Beach Public School

Booker Bay Pre-School

Brisbane Water Secondary 

College-Umina Campus

Brisbane Water Secondary 

College-Woy Woy Campus

Calga - Mount White Bush 

Fire Brigade

Chertsey Public School

Copacabana Public School

Davistown Progress Hall

Empire Bay Public School

Erina Community Trust Hall

Erina Heights Public School

Erina High School Assembly 

Hall

Ettalong Public School

Glenvale Special School

Gosford East Public School

Gosford Green Point 

Community Centre

Gosford Public School

Henry Kendall High School

Holgate Public School

Kariong Public School

Kincumber Public School

Kincumber Youth Centre

Kulnura Public Hall

Lisarow Public School

Mangrove Mountain Public 

Hall

Mooney Mooney Public 

School

Narara Uniting Church

Niagara Park Community 

Centre

Patonga Progress Hall

Pearl Beach Community 

Centre

Peats Ridge Public School

Point Clare Public School

Point Clare Scout Hall

Saratoga Area Residents 

Association Community Hall

Somersby Public School

South Woy Woy Progress 

Association Hall

Spencer Public School

Sydney Town Hall

Terrigal Fifty Plus Leisure and 

Learning Centre

Terrigal Presbyterian Church 

Hall

Terrigal Primary School

The Bays Community Hall

Tuggerah Lakes Secondary 

College -Tumbi Umbi Campus

Umina Community Hall

Umina Public School

Umina Uniting Church

Wagstaffe Community Hall

Wamberal Memorial Hall

Wamberal Public School

Woy Woy South Public School

Wyoming Community Centre

Wyoming Girl Guides Hall

Wyoming Public School

Where to vote

Issue 50January 30, 2013 Your independent local newspaper     -     Ph: 4325 7369

FREE

A Memorandum of Understand-ing to bring a University of New-castle presence to the Gosford CBD has been signed by the NSW Government’s Central Coast Re-gional Development Corporation (CCRDC) and the University.The Central Coast region’s proportion of 25 to 34 year olds with a Bachelor degree is approximately 15%, falling below the national average of 27%.“The presence of the University of Newcastle in Gosford would be a positive move toward offering more tertiary education options for local residents,” said Minister for the Central Coast, Mr Chris Hartcher.“Research commissioned by the Central Coast Regional Development Corporation indicated that extending higher education on the Central Coast could lead to a boost in participation in university study in the region.“The need for a university presence in the Gosford CBD has also been clearly identifi ed by the community and is refl ected in research developed as part of the Gosford City Centre Masterplan. “This is an important step forward in the ongoing revitalisation of Gosford.“A university presence can have a hugely positive impact on a community, bringing an economic and social boost to surrounding areas,” said Mr Hartcher.University of Newcastle vice-chancellor Professor Caroline McMillen said building a highly skilled 

workforce through quality education was a priority for the University. “An important focus for the University is to provide more opportunities for people from all walks of life with ability and determination to enter and succeed in higher education,” Professor McMillen said. “Through the presence in Gosford, the University will offer enabling courses that prepare students to thrive at university. “The preparatory courses will be targeted to meet skills gaps in the region to ensure the University’s Gosford presence contributes to the economic and social development of the Central Coast.“Contributing to the region’s growth and development, the University 

will also participate in a ‘research and innovation hub’ where our academics and postgraduate researchers can connect with local business to share ideas and foster new knowledge.“The University has a long and demonstrated commitment to providing fi rst-rate education to communities on the Central Coast through our campus at Ourimbah. “We are delighted to be building on this commitment through the establishment of a presence in Gosford,” said Professor McMillen.Gosford Council mayor Cr Lawrie McKinna has also welcomed the announcement and said establishing a university presence in the city centre will go a long way to revitalising Gosford as the 

capital of the Central Coast.“A university campus in the heart of Gosford will be a key driver for economic growth and vitality within the Gosford CBD and as such for the Central Coast as a whole.“A university presence will bring people and dollars into the city, attract business and investment and go a long way in helping re-establish Gosford as our regional capital,” said mayor Cr McKinna.The mayor said greater opportunities for higher education at a local level would also help to keep young people in our area and assist in preventing the ‘brain drain’ to the big cities.“Evidence suggests that the Central Coast can not only support another university campus but 

would in fact benefi t from one.“Increased avenues for participation in tertiary education will help to lift our local levels of higher education in line with those around the state.“Creating greater opportunities for higher education and training will also help to broaden our local skill base and keep our kids on the Coast.“This is a fantastic initiative between CCRDC and the University of Newcastle and I look forward to seeing this agreement activate our City’s heart,” said mayor Cr McKinna. The Federal Member for Robertson Ms Deborah O’Neill said the benefi ts for Gosford would be signifi cant.“There will be more 

opportunities for Central Coast young people to study locally, while businesses will reap the rewards of more people wanting to live, eat and socialise in and around the Gosford CBD.“It is exciting that the University of Newcastle has identifi ed the potential of Gosford to expand.“I would especially like to thank Professor Caroline McMillen for working closely with many local stakeholders to achieve this agreement.“The Ourimbah Campus is a great success story.“It would be fantastic for Gosford to follow suit.”Ms O’Neill said data released by the Gillard Government proved there was a growing appetite for tertiary education on the Central Coast.“Between 2007 and 2011 there has been a 24.5% increase in the number of students from the Robertson electorate enrolled in an undergraduate degree.“Census data shows a whopping 50% jump in the number of Central Coast students enrolled in a higher education course of some kind,” added Ms O’Neill.Gosford Council is currently working with CCRDC on location options for the university, one of which is the town centre redevelopment.

Media Release, 18 Jan 2013Peter McCabe, Offi ce of Deborah O’Neill MPMedia Release, 17 Jan 2013Gosford Council MediaMedia Release, 17 Jan 2013Caroline Hutcherson, Offi ce of Chris Hartcher MP

University campus in Gosford
formally accepted

Offi cials at the announcement of the Memorandum of Understanding
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Gosford Council has agreed to postpone discussions on the future of the Springfi eld Quarry until a detailed report addressing community concerns can be provided.A report will come back to Council outlining options for alternative sites for a resource recovery facility, options for the gradual rehabilitation of the site and the ownership of the land and adjacent parcels.Council will explore a number of alternatives for the use of this site, now and into the future, balancing the fi nancial impact of resource recovery activities and ensuring the environmental concerns of residents are addressed.The quarry was initially purchased by Council in 1997 and operated as a sandstone quarry supplying materials for some of Council’s road works.More recently, Council lodged a planning proposal for a Resource Recovery Facility on the site which caused wide spread community disquiet.

As a result of the deferment, the site will be inactive, with the exception of the removal of the current won materials and storage of material, until a fi nal decision is made.The decision to postpone 

the discussion was not unanimous, with Crs Bob Ward, Hillary Morris and Vicki Scott opposing the amendment moved by Cr Chris Burke.Cr Morris, who starred the Notice of Motion, said 

Springfi eld Quarry had been around since 1971 and Springfi eld “is obviously a very different place now”.“The purchase of Springfi eld Quarry was negotiated specifi cally for inclusion in the Coastal 

Open Space Scheme (COSS) and the purchase price refl ected this.“I would like to see the return of the quarry to COSS and the community and put an end to this,” said Cr Morris.

Cr Ward echoed Cr Morris’s views and said he didn’t understand why the quarry had to be located in a residential area.“It was very isolated in 1971, it is now very built up,” said Cr Ward.Cr Gabby Bowles said she understood the issue was an emotional one for a lot of people.“It’s fair enough that they’d like to move on with their lives and get back some of their tranquillity,’ said Cr Bowles.“But there is work that will need to take place on this site to remediate it.“That land as it is now is not in a position as it stands to be turned back over to our community.“It’s quite overgrown,” said Cr Bowles.The report on rehabilitation, alternative sites and ownership of adjacent land will come back to Council no later than September.

Kaitlin Watts, 11 Jun 2013Email, 11 Jun 2013Gosford Council MediaGosford Council Agenda NM.2, 11 Jun 2013

Springfi eld Quarry 
discussions postponed

Terrigal resident Mr Clifford Smith received an Order of Australia Medal (OAM) for service to medicine, particularly in Papua New Guinea, while fellow Terrigal 

resident Mr Anthony Collins was awarded an OAM for signifi cant service to dentistry and to the community.Ms Evelyn France of Kulnura was awarded an 

OAM for service to art and Ms Peggy Docksey was awarded an OAM for service to veterans and their families.Mr Bob Fraser of Holgate was presented with an OAM 

for service to the community of the Central Coast and Narara resident Mr John Moriarty was awarded an OAM for service to cricket and the community of the Central Coast.Gosford resident Mr Raymond Southern was awarded an OAM for service to the community of Gosford 

and Mr David Williamson, of Erina Heights, was awarded a Member of the Order of Australia (AM) for service to the communities of Terrigal and Erina.Marine Rescue Central Coast unit commander Ms Patricia Fayers, of Wyoming, was one of 11 people to be awarded an Emergency 

Services Medal (ESM).

Email, 3 Jun 2013Susan Fischer, Honours Secretariat

See pages 4 to 6 
for full details

Nine Gosford residents receive top award
Nine residents of the Gosford area were recognised on the 2013 Queen’s Birthday Honours List released on Monday, June 10.
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On Wednesday, October 30, the party’s Administrative Committee voted in a ballot 35 to 1 to elected Ms O’Neill to fi ll the role until 2020.“I am incredibly humbled to accept this responsibility to again represent the people of the Central Coast and NSW,” Ms O’Neill said.Ms O’Neill highlighted education and regional jobs and services as her priorities in entering the Senate.“We know that people in our regions don’t have access to the same opportunities that our city cousins do in health, education and jobs,” she said.

“We can’t afford to let our regions suffer and we need to make sure they have a strong voice in the federal parliament.“I look forward to fi ghting to ensure that the people of the Central Coast, and across NSW, get the few promises made by Mr Abbott in the lead up to the election.”While Ms O’Neill wants to get on with the job, the NSW parliament must fi rst ratify the decision.

Media release, 30 Oct 2013Richard Mehrtens, Offi ce of Deborah O’Neill

The funding will be delivered through the NSW government’s Resource Allocation Model (RAM), which allocates funds based on the characteristics of individual schools and their students.Under the RAM, public schools across the state will benefi t from an additional $300 million distributed on the two new loadings for socio-economic and Aboriginal backgrounds.The amount of funding received by each school will differ based on the school’s individual characteristics and at this stage, it is not clear what the exact amount payable to each school will be. $100 million of this funding has been made possible by the Gonski agreement.

Minister for the Central Coast and member for Terrigal Mr Chris Hartcher said the state government has consistently supported the Gonski Report’s key view that regardless of socio-economic factors, every child should have access to the best possible education.“The RAM delivers on this by distributing funding to schools on a needs basis,” Mr Hartcher said.“In 2014, 65 public schools on the Central Coast will receive an additional $6.3 million in funding, taking the total allocation for the Central Coast to over $11 million.“This includes $960,000 in additional funding for the 15 schools in the Terrigal electorate, taking their total allocation to over $1 

million.”Member for Gosford Mr Chris Holstein said the RAM gives local principals and school communities a much greater say in how their funding is spent from next year, giving students greater opportunity to succeed.“I welcome the autonomy the RAM is giving principals and school staff, as well as the additional funding marked for schools in the Gosford electorate,” Mr Holstein said.“A total of 21 public schools in the Gosford electorate will receive an additional $1.3 million, taking their total allocation to over $2.2 million.“This includes a signifi cant benefi t to the seven schools on the Peninsula who in total will receive almost $1 million in 

additional funding.”Minister for Education Mr Adrian Piccoli said the phased implementation of the RAM will give schools the immediate benefi t of local resource management and time to develop an increased level of local authority.“Principals will receive practical operational support in managing their school’s resources, and the new system is simpler and less bureaucratic,” Mr Piccoli said.“We are confi dent that the benefi ts of more local decision-making based on schools’ knowledge of their students’ needs will be quickly apparent in more effective support for students and in student performance.”

Media release, 24 Oct 2013Scott McGrath, Offi ce of Chris Hartcher MP

Additional 
$2.3 million 

in funding for 
schools

The NSW government has announced an additional $2.3 million in funding for schools in the Terrigal and Gosford electorates.

Deborah 
O’Neill to 
fi ll vacant 

Senate seat

Former member for Robertson Ms Deborah O’Neill has been elected as the Labor nominee to fi ll the Senate seat vacated by Bob Carr.
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The advice confi rms that Gosford Council failed to adequately ensure compliance with legislation and approvals.It also reveals that an Environmental Impact Statement and Development Application is required for any continued dumping. The original approval was for 240,000 cubic metres over 10 years.CEN chairman Mr John Asquith said four times that amount of dumping has occurred in spite of many pieces of legislation that should have protected the environment.This included the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act (1979), the Protection of Environment Operations Act (1997) and the Water Management Act (2000).“Failure to ensure compliance with this legislation has not been explained by Council,” said Mr Asquith.“It is clear that Gosford Council has failed in its duty to the residents of Mangrove Mountain. “Now, instead of providing an explanation and assurances on how council will not let that 

happen again, council are restructuring to reduce staff, running a survey on tree removal and supporting the downgrading of environmental protection in the Fair Go campaign.” The Fair Go for the Central Coast Campaign is calling for the elimination of some environmental regulation.“However, experience has shown that the real problem is lack of compliance and lack of enforcement,” said Mr Asquith.“The excessive dumping at Mangrove Mountain Golf Course is a good example. “Recent calls for a reduction in Green tape by Gosford and Wyong Councils are hard to take seriously when Wyong Council has eliminated their Environment Section and Gosford has done little to fi x Mangrove Mountain dumping.“If you eliminate the Environment Section, don’t enforce rules and get rid of the highly skilled staff, how will the environment be protected?”

Media release, 7 Apr 2014John Asquith, CEN

Legal advice fi nds 
Council failed to adequately 

ensure compliance
The Community Environment Network (CEN) has now received legal advice on the dumping of over one million cubic metres of rubbish at Mangrove Mountain over the past 16 years.

The dumping ground at Mangrove Mountain
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“We had around 350 people join us for the March,” said event co-organiser Mr Jack Lloyd.“The fact that so many people turned up despite the cold and the rain just goes to show how concerned they are with this government’s policies.”The Gosford rally was addressed by Fr Rod Bower, as well as a range of other speakers, who called for decency and compassion from the government.“Cuts to the ABC, cuts to health and education, and 

attacking the poorest in our community is not on,” said Daniel Turner, who spoke at the rally.“Now the government is looking at repealing the Renewable Energy Target, which just doesn’t make any sense,” he said.Protestors were marching for a range of issues, but particular concern was paid to refugees and the government’s lack of action on climate change.The Gosford March was one of many held around Australia over the weekend.

Organisers estimated around 40,000 people turned out nationally.“Rain won’t keep people from expressing their concern,” said co-organiser Pat Norman.“As long as Abbott continues to abuse the least privileged and smash our natural environment, the marches will keep happening,” he said.

Media release, 31 Aug 2014Pat Norman, March Central Coast

Residents protest 
government policies

Hundreds of Central Coast residents marched through Gosford on Saturday, August 30, in protest against the policies of the Abbott Government.
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Known as the Landing, the planned waterfront makeover, with Lend Lease, may not be fully realized for a few years yet, but developing the site is a key component of the Gosford Challenge concept.The preferred proponent status gives Lend Lease and its infrastructure arm, Capella Capital, a period of exclusive negotiation with the Central Coast Redevelopment Corporation (CCRDC) until the end of March 2011.The Landing is seen as a key state project for the NSW Government’s Land and Property Management Authority (LPMA). It is a collaborative project to transform Gosford City by connecting it to its magnifi cent but under-utilised waterfront.It is the largest and most important project currently 

being undertaken by the LPMA in this part of the state. Whilst the project is yet to be defi ned (this will be the role of the LPMA in concert with its partner/s) in terms of outcomes and deliverables, readers can judge the scale of the opportunity by (a) the site size; 97.5 ha of land and seabed, (b) the anticipated value; in excess of $1billion and (c) the anticipated build-out timeframe; in the region of 20 years.Member for Gosford, Ms Marie Andrews, said the signifi cant milestone reached puts Gosford one step closer to realising its status as the capital of the Central Coast. “The Landing is a key component in the revitalisation of Gosford, which is aimed at delivering growth and investment for the Central Coast and will ultimately translate into real 

jobs,” Ms Andrews said. Lend Lease’s managing director, development – Australia, Mr David Rolls said he was excited about the opportunity ahead.“I’m looking forward to meeting with the local community and learning more about Gosford,” Mr Rolls said.Expressions of interest were sought and the outcome was made public at a launch inside Iguana Joes waterfront restaurant held on Thursday, December 9.A feature of the announcement was the inclusion of an outside broadcast by Sydney 2GB radio station “shock jocks” Alan Jones and Ray Hadley, as well as performances by Rod McCormack and Gina Jeffries.Charged with developing the region is the newly 

expanded Central Coast Regional Development Corporation [CCRDC] based at Mount Penang and with its new board now in place, a single developer, Lend Lease, was chosen from fi ve submissions.The CCRDC was recently expanded to take on the larger and more complex regional development projects.It is expected to 

Gosford 
waterfront 

plans unveiled

Lend Lease has been selected as the preferred partner to work with Gosford City Council and the NSW State Government to re-develop Gosford waterfront.

contribute substantially to the development of the region on behalf of the NSW State Government.The new board members include chairman, Mr John Taylor, Mr Ken Jolly, Mr Steve Brahams, Mr Peter Wilson, and Mr Michael Whittaker.Introducing the new board, NSW Minister for Lands, Mr Tony Kelly said of Mr Taylor, “he is a local person with more than 35 years’ experience serving both in the private and public sectors”. Ken Jolly was the guiding light of Scholastic Australia, and a local of many years.Both Wilson and Whittaker are the respective general managers of Gosford and Wyong councils.General Manager of the CCRDC, Brett Smith, has a wealth of knowledge and experience with development strategies. His background includes sixteen years’ experience in the public sector ranging from Natural Resource Management to Commercial Development.Brett Smith has been with the NSW Government Land and Property Management Authority (LPMA), Crown Lands Division in the positions of Program Manager, Regional Manager, Central Coast/Hunter and Director North.For the past two years, Mr Smith has also been the joint project director of the Gosford Challenge.The venture could be hampered by a change in NSW State Government in March 2011.Running for the NSW seat of Gosford in March will be Cr Chris Holstein on the Liberal ticket. Also challenging for the seat is Katie Smith, a local solicitor based in Woy Woy, recently preselected for the Labor Party replacing Ms Andrews.In the mix is Cr Peter Freewater of the Greens and as far as is known all candidates support 

developing the Gosford City waterfront.State Liberal candidate, Cr Holstein stated that he will always been keen on the revitalisation of Gosford as long as it is in keeping with the Gosford Challenge concept.Although, if the coalition gains power in March, part 3a planning may be returned to local councils from the state government, according to an ABC TV interview with planning minister, Frank Kelly in December.For the venture to be successful, bi-partisan support is vital.If the community is to eventually see its own mini Darling Harbour on the Gosford Waterfront, assuming that’s what the community wants, then all need to work toward that goal. Meanwhile, knowing the importance of complementary development to the future of Gosford, a recently formed separate group of landholders is working to ensure that developers get some assistance by putting section 94 contributions under the microscope and lobbying for a better deal with variations depending on where the development is to take place. The organisation, known as the Gosford [CBD] Property Owners Organisation, consists of a dozen or so property owners boasting ownership of approximately 70 per cent of the properties/land in and around the Gosford CBD. The aim is to reduce developer contributions within the CBD, where infrastructure already exists, from its current levy of 4 per cent. Val Bridge, 9 Dec 2010Interviewees: Helen Polkinghorne, Environment and Planning Gosford Council; Margaret Paterson, LPMA; Cr Chris Holstein; Colleen Worthy-Jennings, Environment and Planning, Gosford Council; Bob Bourne, Bourne Family and Hotels. 
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“Planning mechanisms for developments in sea level rise affected areas will be identifi ed while building controls will be considered for both existing and proposed developments,” said Mr Gibbons.“The exhibition period for the Estuary Management Plan closed Friday July 29, 2011.“Gosford Harbour is one of the most badly affected 

fl ood areas in the region and the proposed building restrictions may also impact on the multi-million dollar Gosford Harbour Landing Project.“Another key consideration of the Sea Level Rise Study will be to obtain legal advice on liability related to the risk of inundation from sea level rise.“Where Gosford Council 

is a partner for major building projects there may be increased liability for both Gosford Council and its residents and this risk must be identifi ed,” he said.Mr Gibbons said many areas that are forecast to be affected by sea level rise are fl ood prone and fl oor levels for new homes must be built to 2.45 metres above current average sea level.“Further increases in 

these fl oor levels will impose additional costs on families building homes.“The 9000 families in Gosford City affected by Gosford Council and State Government sea level rise policies, will experience more pressure on their livelihood and wellbeing if these proposed building restrictions are accepted by Gosford Council and the NSW State Government,” he said. Media Release, 27 Jul 2011Len Gibbons, Coastal Residents Incorporated

Council didn’t provide proper 
consultation, says Gibbons

Gosford waterfront Photo: Naomi Bridges

Coastal Residents Incorporated president Mr Len Gibbons said Gosford Council has failed to provide proper comprehensive consultation for the new Sea Level Rise Study in Gosford Council’s Draft Estuary Management Plan.

Acting Minister for Health and Ageing Mr Mark Butler welcomed the signing and said it was a welcome boost to health care on the southern end of the Central Coast.“This GP Super Clinic will deliver better access to co-ordinated health services for locals,” minister Butler said.“The Gillard Government wants to make it easier for all Australians to see and contact a doctor and GP Super Clinics around the country are making this happen.”The Member for Robertson Ms Deborah O’Neill, who secured the funding commitment for the GP Super Clinic during the 2010 election campaign, warmly welcomed the announcement.“This is an important step to providing greater access to medical care for the people of the Central Coast,” said Ms O’Neill.“Reliance will establish a new GP Super Clinic, building on its record of working with local hospitals, local GPs and community organisations.”“Reliance is also planning to develop an outreach clinic on the Bouddi Peninsula, which currently has no medical services at all, subject to the availability of appropriate commercially zoned land. “South Central Coast GP Super Clinic will provide integrated, multidisciplinary, team-based, patient-centred healthcare under one roof.“It will take pressure off 

other GP services across the southern end of the Coast.“Patients at the new GP Super Clinic will be able to access care from GPs, nurses, and allied health professionals.“Importantly, the new Super Clinic will help take pressure off our local hospital.“The South Central Coast Clinic will have a strong emphasis on chronic disease and preventive health care and plans to bring together general practice, physiotherapy, dietetics, podiatry, psychology, speech pathology, audiology, hearing, exercise physiology, diabetes, pathology, pharmacy and radiology,” said Ms O’Neill.Mr Butler said that the GP Super Clinic would play an important role in training the next generation of local health professionals.“The South Central Coast GP Super Clinic will have a focus on training and education for medical, nursing and allied health students, and act as a major site for GP registrar training,” said Mr Butler.“Training the new healthcare workforce here on the Central Coast will help build up the numbers of GPs and other health professionals in the workforce so we can meet the needs of Central Coast residents,” said Ms O’Neill.

Media Release, 27 Jul 2011Matt Pulford, Offi ce of Deborah O’Neill MP

Agreement signed 
by Super Clinic

A $7 million agreement has been signed by Reliance GP Super Clinic Pty Ltd of Wyoming after the company was chosen to provide the Central Coast GP Super Clinic following a competitive tender process.

Reliance Medical Centre in WyomingPhoto: Naomi Bridges

Both Councils currently work collaboratively on a number of projects and Gosford mayor Cr Laure Maher said Gosford is looking forward to continuing to improve the effi ciency of services into the future.Cr Maher said both Councils will continue to look at ways that rate payer dollars can be most effectively used.“We will carry on working 

together with Wyong Council to provide services that will benefi t the entire community and give residents value for their rates.“Both Councils have worked tirelessly in the establishment of the Central Coast Water Corporation and with that project beginning to progress we can now focus our efforts on regionalising more services,” he said.

Cr Maher said Gosford and Wyong had successfully regionalised services in a number of areas.“We currently work with Wyong in the areas of road safety, waste services and social planning among many others,” he said.Gosford Councils acting general manager Mr Stephen Glen said streamlining services will allow the sharing 

of resources and expertise between both Councils.“The regionalisation of services between Gosford and Wyong has allowed us to pool resources and share knowledge to help improve the effi ciency of services right across the Central Coast region.“Working together allows us to effectively provide key services to ensure the best outcomes for the community,” said Mr Glen.

Media Release, 20 Jul 2011Gosford Council Media

Gosford continues to work 
on partnership

Gosford Council has said it will continue to work in partnership with Wyong Council on a number of regional initiatives to help improve services for residents across the Central Coast.
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“This is an important national economic reform that will substantially benefi t the Central Coast,” said Ms O’Neill.“When completed in 2016, this new rail infrastructure will improve the reliability of rail passenger services for thousands of commuters.“It will also take more trucks off our major roads which is something I know Coasties will all welcome.“Labor is, again, leading the way, providing $840 million in funding for the Northern Sydney Freight Corridor and NSW chipping in $214 million.”The agreement will see the construction of new 

passing loops at Gosford, the laying of a third track between Epping and Pennant Hills, and other works.The announcement on Wednesday, December 7, followed three years of detailed planning and preconstruction work.“This is a great result for the Central Coast,” said Ms O’Neill. “And it’s fantastic to deliver on another Labor promise that will improve the infrastructure of our region.”

Media Release, 7 Dec 2011 Matt Pulford, Offi ce of Deborah O’Neill MPKincumber resident Mr Roger Miller said the path has proved exceptionally popular with local residents, both with the young and the not-so-young.“Nowhere was this enthusiasm more evident than in the Living Choice Waterfront Estate at Kincumber, which is located right at the start of this pathway.“The wonderful 

opportunity for many residents to dust off their cycles and get themselves pedalling again became obvious.“The complex’s regular cyclists no longer had to plough through winter mud and slush along the old Broadwater track, as in the past.“So, residents have accepted the challenge with much enthusiasm, and have 

now formed a Saturday morning cycle group called Fun In The Saddle (FITS),” he said.Mr Miller said the initial aspirations were low key and cyclists could ride at their own pace to the cafe in Davistown for coffee, fun, laughter and good fellowship before returning home.“Perhaps the greatest benefi t is the prospect 

of better health, with added benefi ts of fresh air, sunshine, wonderful company and that tantalizing coffee aroma.”Currently, the group covers about seven kilometres in total, but will increase the distances as fi tness levels improve. The group were also recent recipients of eye-catching cycling shirts provided by Living Choice.

Email, 13 Dec 2011 Roger Miller, Kincumber

Cycle path lengthened
 to Davistown

The Living Choice Kincumber FITS cycle group, dressed in their new cycling shirts

As part of a project to circle the greater Brisbane Waters inlet with a path-cycleway system, Gosford Council recently added another stage when it completed a three kilometre concrete path-cycleway from Kincumber to Davistown.

New freight 
corridor 
funding

The Member for Robertson Ms Deborah O’Neill has welcomed the announcement of the Federal and State Government’s $1.1 billion agreement on the Northern Sydney Freight Corridor.

Gosford Council’s clean energy options and future strategy are currently being assessed and developed in the climate change mitigation strategy.

The development of the climate change mitigation strategy commenced in August last year following the adoption of Council’s climate change policy in 

May.A recent report received by Council from the Climate Commission stated that “the risks have never been clearer and the case for 

action has never been more urgent.”“Failing to take suffi cient action today entails potentially huge risks to our economy, society and way of life into the future.“This is the critical decade for action.”Gosford Council’s report of Tuesday, November 6, said the proposed introduction of a carbon 

price by the federal government was a hotly debated political issue and would be a driving force for Australia’s clean energy future.“The cost of electricity is increasing and there is a growing need for Council to investigate energy effi ciency and alternative energy sources.“It is important that 

Councillors and senior Council management are informed of the current status of Gosford City Council’s climate change mitigation initiatives being undertaken by staff.”

Gosford Council Agenda MM.15, 6 Dec 2011

Council requests climate change report

Gosford Council has requested that a report be brought back to Council on the updated status of the climate change mitigation strategy, current climate change mitigation initiatives, including review of electricity and energy contracts in order to incorporate any viable clean energy options and grant funding opportunities.

Gosford train station duty offi cer and Member for Robertson Ms Deborah O’Neill with a freight train
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NBN Co has released a new fi bre map for the area of Gosford.

The new map details the rollout area in line with NBN Co’s commitment to release information on each new rollout module as it is announced.Each new module covers up to 3000 homes and businesses.NBN Co has also recently released a new online interactive map that allows members of the community to check the status of the rollout by typing in their location or postcode. With the new map now released, NBN Co’s construction partners can undertake detailed on-site design and survey works leading to the installation of fi bre in this coverage area in months to come.On average, it will take 12 months from the start of construction until residents and business owners will be able to order active high speed broadband services.

Email, 15 May 2012 Melanie Wellington, N2N Communications 

Optic fi bre map 
for Gosford

Three of the four Director roles will be based in Sydney.Once the selection of the Directors for the redesigned roles is in place, work will continue to determine what functions will be in Sydney or Gosford.The changes within the Workers Compensation Insurance Division aim to improve services to customers, system providers and stakeholders 

and to improve the effectiveness and effi ciencies of the Workers Compensation System in NSW.The head offi ce will remain in Gosford.Local government election candidate Mr Ian Kilpatrick said the announcement was a “tragic blow” to the Central Coast.“The Central Coast is again being disadvantaged.“We already have one of 

the highest unemployment rates in Australia.“Our youth unemployment is at over 33 per cent.“We need more jobs not less on the Central Coast.“Those employees who will transfer back to the Sydney offi ce now will have to join the thousands of commuters either facing the F3 or being crammed onto the trains.“It just does not make sense.

“Rents in Gosford are far cheaper than in Sydney.“Why doesn’t the State Government relocate more people to Gosford to achieve the same effi ciencies of scale?“I understand the Governments need to cut costs, but it is not fair that the Central Coast residents should bear the brunt of this,” said Mr Kilpatrick.Labor spokesperson for The Entrance Mr David Mehan said the Public Service Association estimated that up to 100 staff may be affected by the cuts.“The O’Farrell 

government’s commitment to the Central Coast must be questioned following this announcement.“Once management is moved back to Sydney it won’t be long before the whole of WorkCover’s head offi ce function is returned to Sydney.“Should this happen it will be an strain on families who, just eight years ago, moved to the Coast from Sydney and it will effect business in the Gosford CBD,” said Mr Mehan.Member for Gosford Mr Chris Holstein said: “In 2002 , when WorkCover relocated its Head Offi ce 

from Kent St, Sydney, to the current site in Gosford, it was planned that approximately 500 people would be relocated.”"Staffi ng numbers at the Gosford Head Offi ce will continue to remain above this level," he said.

Media Release, 17 May 2012 Ian Kilpatrick, East GosfordMedia Release, 17 May 2012 Steve Norris, WorkCoverMedia Release, 18 May 2012Chris Holstein, Gosford MP

Some WorkCover positions to leave Gosford
WorkCover announced to its staff on Wednesday, May 16, that changes to responsibilities and accountabilities for the Director roles in its Workers Compensation Insurance Division would occur.
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The proposal, which would have a total area of 3,965 square metres, would see the demolition of the existing two storey fl ats on the site and the construction of a 12 storey building above 

four levels of underground parking.The building would consist of 88 residential units comprising 11 one-bedroom units and 77 two-bedroom units, business and offi ce 

suites totalling an area of 1,467.8 square metres and car parking for 145 cars, 107 of which would be allocated to residents, 18 to visitors and 20 for commercial use.The initial application for 

a residential fl at building which was granted consent on May 2005, consisted of 105 residential units in eight storeys with two levels of car parking.A further application was then lodged on December 21, 2007.This was assessed against the Gosford City Centre Plan 2005, but had consideration to the provisions of Gosford 

City Centre Plan 2007.On August 15, 2008, consent was granted to demolish the existing residential fl at building and erect a new building that would contain a supermarket, medical centre, commercial fl oor space, 101 residential units and 328 car parking spaces in an 11 storey building above fi ve levels of basement car parking.

The present proposal was brought back to Council as a S96 application with further amendments that resulted in a reduction in the extent of excavation, commercial fl oor space and the number of residential units and car parking spaces.

Planning report S96, 21 Feb 2012Gosford Council

Twin towers on 
Henry Parry Drive

Planning is well underway for the commencement of major multi-million dollar residential and commercial buildings on the corner of 150 Henry Parry Dr and 7 Watt St which were approved on May 21 this year, following amendments to the proposal initially submitted in 2005.

An artist’s impression of the 12 storey building
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The event commenced with the popular annual march down Mann St and culminated in an offi cial ceremony with entertainment and a barbecue in Kibble Park.Status of Women Committee chairperson and Australian Local Government Women’s Association NSW 

Branch secretary Cr Vicki Scott said that the day honoured the achievements of women right around the world.“International Women’s Day is a celebration of the powerful role of women in political, cultural and economic fi elds.“This year’s theme, 

Voiceless Women, also provided an opportunity to highlight some of the issues women still face in our community,” Cr Scott said. Member for Robertson Ms Deborah O’Neill said she was “very proud” to march with local women to continue to advance the cause of gender equality in the community.

She said that the Labor Government had made great strides in bringing equality for women participating in workplaces around the country.“We have funded a pay increase for 120,000 female community workers, we have introduced the Workplace Gender Equality Act, and we have made record investment for skills and education for women in non-traditional employment.

“The Labor Party has a long legacy of delivering policy to help advance the status of women, and I am proud to be an Australian today as we look to our female Prime Minister, and our female Governor-General as markers of how far we have come,” said Ms O’Neill.However, Ms O’Neill said there was more work to be done.“We must ensure that we continue to work hard 

to deliver a better deal for women, including nurturing female talent in traditionally male dominated industries, and bringing fairer representation to government and private sector boards.”Media Release, 7 Mar 2013Richard Mehrtens, Offi ce of Deborah O’Neill MPMedia Release, 25 Feb 2013Gosford Council Media

International Women’s 
Day march held

Gosford Council’s Status of Women Committee held its annual International Women’s Day celebrations on Friday, March 8.

Status of Women Committee chairperson and Australian Local Government Women’s Association NSW Branch secretary Cr Vicki Scott leading the march Photo: ValsPix
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The councils’ submission does not support approval for the proposal, based on the impacts to groundwater, surface water, fl ooding, subsidence and potential environmental and planning issues related to the project.The Development Application and EIS for the Wallarah 2 Coal Project was exhibited from Friday, April 26, until Friday, June 21.Member for Dobell Mr Craig Thomson has welcomed Gosford Council’s stand against the approval of the mine.“It is good to see that Gosford Council will not support approval of this coal mine, which threatens the Central Coast’s water supply and public health,” Mr Thomson said.“It is important that our councils stand up against a proposal which seriously threatens the Central Coast’s way of life,” Mr Thomson said.Mr Thomson has a private members bill in Federal Parliament aimed at prohibiting exports of coal from the water catchment area of the Central Coast, effectively stopping the 

Wallarah Two or any other coal mine in the area.Formerly a Labor MP, Mr Thomson is now running as an Independent candidate for Dobell in this year’s federal election.Mr Thomson said he has been fi ghting the coal mine for several years.The mine was an issue at the 2007 and 2010 elections. “Now the mining company, Kores, is out in the community telling people its mine is virtually a rubber stamp away from proceeding.“I have called on both the prime minister and opposition leader to support my private member’s bill which will prevent coal export from our water catchment, effectively stopping the mine.” Mr Thomson said the people of the Central Coast will be able to express their opposition to the mine at the election.

Gosford Council Agenda WAT.22, 16 Jul 2013Media release, 17 Jul 2013David Gardiner, Offi ce of Craig Thomson MP

Following the recent inclusion of one of the seven land parcels to the Brisbane Water National Park, council will request that the OEH again approach land owners to reopen discussions in an effort to ensure all lots can be secured for inclusion into the national park.Cr Gabby Bowles, who starred the Notice of Motion at council’s meeting of Tuesday, July 16, said the issue had been ongoing for a very long time.“We’ve actually started to hit some home runs and we’ve got some runs on the board now,” said Cr Bowles.Cr Hillary Morris said she wanted to make it known that council was committed to the purchase of the lots.

“The purchase of the lots on Bambara Rd has been a very long drawn out process but I think that it is important to keep negotiations going,” said Cr Morris. From the early 1980s, the properties located at Bambara Rd have been recognised for their potential to be included as part of Brisbane Water National Park, which surrounds the blocks on all sides.The properties contain a number of threatened species, threatened species habitat and signifi cant recognised areas of Aboriginal Heritage.Council has supported the aim of acquiring the blocks for inclusion in Brisbane Water National 

Park since 1998.In 2007 and 2008 the COSS Matrix was used to identify public and private land for possible inclusion in the Western extension of COSS.On July 1, 2008, Council decided to include the seven parcels of land along Bambara Rd as part of Western COSS and, in accordance with Council’s resolution, the properties identifi ed for voluntary acquisition were encoded with a 149-certifi cate message.Since that time council, in partnership with the OEH, have worked to negotiate the voluntary acquisition of the seven lots at Bambara Rd.

Last June, lot 2501 with an area of 18.5 hectares was successfully purchased and has in recent weeks been transferred to become part of Brisbane Water National Park.“While the negotiations for the remaining lots at Bambara Rad have to date been unsuccessful, and though council acknowledges the primary role of the OEH in the negotiating process, I feel it is important for Council to show its continued support for voluntary acquisition of the remaining six lots at Bambara Rd, Kariong,” said Cr Bowles.

Kaitlin Watts, 16 Jul 2013Gosford Council Agenda NM.6, 16 Jul 2013

Council will 
not support 
coal mine 
approval

A submission has been made on behalf of Gosford and Wyong councils in response to the exhibition of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Wallarah 2 Coal Project. 

Action to acquire Bambara Rd 
lots to continue

Gosford Council has agreed to write to the Offi ce of Environment and Heritage (OEH) in relation to continuing negotiations for the purchase of land at Bambara Rd, Kariong.

Grandmother Tree in land around Bambara Rd, Kariong(Inset) The lots at Bambara Rd surrounded by National Park 
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The road was opened by Minister for Roads and Ports Mr Duncan Gay and Member for Terrigal Mr Chris Hartcher.“The NSW Government provided $95 million for the second stage of the upgrade to reduce congestion and travel times for motorists travelling between Gosford, The Entrance, beach suburbs and the hinterland,” Minister Gay said.“The major work along the 2.2 kilometre section of road has been completed with the upgrade open to traffi c in each direction. “Minor fi nishing work, including landscaping, footpath and service road work is expected to be completed by the end of February next year,” Minister Gay said.Mr Hartcher said the 

upgrade involved widening the road to provide two lanes in each direction separated by a median and a range of traffi c and safety improvements including pedestrian and cycle paths.“Work has included retaining and improving the roundabout at Ocean View Dr and building a new roundabout at Old Gosford Rd and Okanagan Close to provide access to the highway, improve traffi c fl ow and enable U turns,” Mr Hartcher said.“A right turn in and left turn in and out was built at Brush Rd and new traffi c lights were installed at Willoughby Rd to allow all turn movements.“To improve safety for motorists, restrictions were made to Brooks Hill Lane, High Valley Close and 

Ghersi Avenue to provide left in and left out turns only.“A shared pedestrian and off-road cycle path is nearing completion alongside the southbound lanes of the highway with a dedicated footpath located alongside the northbound lanes.“Dedicated bus bays have also been provided for safer access by passengers,” he said.The NSW Government provided $80 million for stage one of the project which involved upgrading the highway from Carlton Rd to Matcham Rd.This section was opened to traffi c in November last year.

Media release, 11 Dec 2013Marie Scoutas, Offi ce of Chris Hartcher MP

$95 million Central 
Coast Highway second 

stage open

The Central Coast Highway from Matcham Rd to Ocean View Dr was offi cially opened to traffi c on Wednesday, December 11, following the completion of major work to improve traffi c fl ow and safety for all road users.

Member for Terrigal Mr Chris Hartcher and Minister for Roads and Ports Mr Duncan Gay

Council has adopted Gosford Development Control Plan 2013 to include the Gosford Waterfront Development Control Plan, with further reports to come back to council on Water Cycle Management, outcomes of the Brown-Smart Consulting Car Parking Study and the Coastal Open Space System bonus provisions.A report will be brought back to council to review the new Development Control Plan controls in mid-2014 after they have been in place for six months.

This report is to include a review of applications that have been lodged to ensure the Development Control Plan is achieving the intent of council and the new Local Environment Plan.The Development Control Plan was amended in order to ensure consistency with amendments to the SI Local Environment Plan (Template) made by Department of Planning and Infrastructure in February 2011; amendments to the Draft Local Environment Plan 2013 proposed to be made by Department of 

Planning and Infrastructure to date; amendment to other State Legislation; amendments made to the Local Environment Plan as a result of Council resolutions in particular Council’s resolution of May 31, 2011, where these resolutions impact on controls in the Development Control Plan; incorporate Development Control Plans adopted by Council in relation to recently made LEPs; and the Waterfront State Signifi cant Site. 

Gosford Council Agenda ENV.75, 3 Dec 2013

Main development and 
environment plans 
to come into effect

The Gosford Local Environment Plan is anticipated to be gazetted by the end of this year and, at that time, the Gosford Development Control Plan will come into effect.

NSW Premier Mr Barry O’Farrell said Mr Gallacher was a good fi t for the role because he lives locally and has a fi rst-hand understanding of the issues faced by residents.“Michael lives on the Central Coast, which gives him the advantage of being in regular contact with residents and businesses on issues important to them,” he said.“Michael has a thorough understanding of the issues faced by residents and businesses on the Central 

Coast and he will be a strong advocate for the region in Cabinet.“He will ensure the NSW Government boosts the region’s economy, creates communities that residents are proud to call home, and supports these communities with well-coordinated services and infrastructure.“I look forward to working closely with Michael and being guided by his advice on issues relating to the region he knows and loves.”Mr Gallacher said he was proud to have been 

chosen as the Minister for the Central Coast.“The Central Coast has been my home for more than 30 years and I look forward to playing a greater role in delivering better services and infrastructure that will continue to enrich and improve this area,” he said.Minister George Souris has taken on Mr Gallacher’s former role of Minister for the Hunter.

Media release, 9 Dec 2013Olivia Suzanski, Offi ce of NSW Premier Barry O’Farrell

Michael Gallacher is New 
Minister for Central Coast

Minister for Police and Emergency Services Mr Michael Gallacher has been appointed as Minister for the Central Coast following Mr Chris Hartcher’s recent resignation.
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Mr Hartcher was questioned in relation to a man named John Caputo whom he said he knew through the Liberal Party.Mr Hartcher claimed not to recall a phone call to Hartcher Reid Solicitors which ICAC Counsel Assisting Geoffrey Watson SC suggested led to having three cheques from Caputo deposited into their trust account.“In this respect I have defi nitely tried to stretch my memory because it’s been an embarrassment for me involving my own family fi rm, or my former family fi rm,” said Mr Hartcher.“But I do not recall it.”He failed to recall receiving cheques from Mr Caputo worth around $5,000-$6,000 following a fundraiser at the Sheraton, as outlined in earlier evidence given by Caputo.“I’m not denying it,” said Hartcher.“I just don’t recall it.“It was not, it was not my usual practice to receive cheques.”He also failed to recall whether he received cheques at his electorate offi ce from Mr Caputo, as stated by Caputo in his earlier testimony.

He said he couldn’t recall seeing the cheques at all when asked if he gave Member for The Entrance Mr Chris Spence the cheques, despite some of them turning up in the account of The Entrance SEC.Hartcher denied receiving $4,000 from Ray Carter, despite Mr Carter previously giving sworn testimony that he gave $4,000 to Mr Hartcher on his instruction.Mr Hartcher also denied telling Mr Carter to give false evidence at ICAC, again despite Mr Carter giving sworn testimony to the contrary.Mr Hartcher rejected the claim by Mr Watson that he pocketed that $4,000.“I reject it absolutely,” said Mr Hartcher.Mr Hartcher and Mr Watson then proceeded to yell at each other before the commissioner told everyone to “just back off right now”.Mr Hartcher also denied laundering the $4,000 through his nephew, Sebastian Reid’s, trust account.He also denied using Mickey Tech, a company associated with former employee Ray Carter’s partner Mr Eak, as a means of washing donations from 

prohibited donors, as well as being instrumental in setting up Eightbyfi ve and using the Free Enterprise Foundation to wash funds.Mr Hartcher could not explain why $2,000 was deposited into his account on January 24, 2011, by EightbyFive and said he saw no reason why he would receive any money from Eightbyfi ve or Tim Koelma personally.He also denied being instrumental in the creation of Eightbyfi ve.“I had no, no involvement in the actual creation of Eightbyfi ve,” said Hartcher.Mr Watson accused Hartcher of “bunging this on…you’re conveniently hiding behind ‘I don’t recall’ when it suits you”.Hartcher denied being involved in organising payments for company Gazcorp from its inception.He also denied the suggestion by Mr Watson that he was at the heart of a corrupt scheme to extract donations from a prohibited donor and wash them through EightbyFive after he agreed to chasing up invoices on behalf of Mr Tim Koelma.He rejected Mr Watson’s suggestion that he was 

“chasing up the money, the money which was going to fi lter through to fi nance, in this instance Darren Webber’s ability to campaign”.He denied claims that the purpose behind Eightbyfi ve was to fund Tim Koelma to come back to work for him on a full time basis, so he could fund Chris Spence and Darren Webber in their respective seats so they’d be free to campaign and to avoid the property developer prohibition.He also denied receiving 

any professional benefi ts as a result of Eightbyfi ve receiving consulting fees from time to time on a monthly basis from Australia Water Holdings between late March 2009 and just after the 2011 State Election.Hartcher agreed that when he looked over the agreement between EightbyFive and Australian Water Holdings for Tim Koelma and suggested a strict confi dentiality clause, he knew it would protect information, such as what Eightbyfi ve was actually 

going to be doing for Australian Water Holdings.But he denied wanting to ensure that there was a degree of secrecy about what Koelma was actually doing on behalf of Australian Water Holdings and that that was his motivation for suggesting the confi dentiality clause.Proceedings for Operation Spicer will resume in August.Mr Hartcher has not been excused from the summons.

Transcripts, 19/20May 2014, ICAC

Hartcher faces two 
day ICAC grilling

Member for Terrigal Mr Chris Hartcher appeared before the Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC) over two days, May 19 and 20, as part of Operation Spicer, an investigation into allegations that members of parliament and others corruptly solicited, received and concealed payments in return for having their interests favoured.
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Wamberal Lagoon, Avoca Lagoon, Patonga Creek, Pearl Beach rock pool, Ettalong Channel, Pretty Beach baths, Woy Woy baths, Davistown baths and Yattalunga baths were all given a poor rating while Terrigal Lagoon was given a very poor rating.Nine swimming locations, including MacMasters Beach, Avoca, North Avoca, Wamberal and Forresters Beach were labelled as good.No swimming locations in the Gosford LGA were labelled as very good, compared with 16 of Wyong Shire’s swimming locations that received the top rating.According to the report, while water quality was generally suitable for swimming in dry weather conditions at Terrigal and Ocean Beaches, elevated enterococci levels may be recorded following light rainfall.“Terrigal beach is often impacted by discharge from Terrigal Lagoon.“It is recommended that swimming be avoided during and up to one day after rainfall or if there are signs of stormwater pollution, such as discoloured water or odour or fl oating debris,” states the report.The report highlighted 42 swimming locations in NSW that failed to live up to the community’s expectations for water safety including four ocean beaches, 22 

estuarine beaches and 16 lake/lagoon swimming sites.Gosford Council’s Director of Governance and Planning Ms Danielle Dickson said local beachgoers could be confi dent that Gosford City had some of the cleanest ocean beaches in NSW.“The report graded nine of the 11 ocean beaches monitored in the Gosford region as good,” said Ms Dickson.“Unfortunately, not all of our beaches escaped the impacts of rainfall during the year with Terrigal and Ocean beaches rated as poor.“Overall, the water quality at most locations improved in 2013/2014 as a result of drier conditions, and it is expected that it will continue to improve as rainfall conditions return to average.“Forty one percent of Gosford’s 22 monitored sites were graded as good or very good in 2013/2014, up from 32% in 2012/2013.“However, the report also identifi ed the continued water quality issues at 11 of the region’s lagoon, estuarine and ocean baths swimming sites.“Sites like Terrigal Lagoon, Patonga Creek, Ettalong Channel and Cockrone Lagoon rated poorly, mainly due to stormwater and wastewater impacts following wet conditions and fl ooding events.

“Swimming sites graded as poor or very poor have permanent advisory signs recommending that swimming should be avoided for up to three days after rain in estuarine or lagoon environments and up to one day after rain at beaches.“Beachwatch also issues daily pollution forecasts to enable swimmers to make informed decisions about where and when to swim.“Council continues to invest millions of dollars each year in protecting local water quality by improving the performance, reliability and capacity of its sewerage and stormwater networks in 

the vicinity of many of these sites.“Just this year, two new stormwater harvesting and reuse schemes worth around $7 million started operating in Terrigal and East Gosford.“We’re also currently seeking the community’s feedback on our latest efforts to protect the health of Wamberal, Terrigal, Avoca and Cockrone lagoons.“The draft Coastal Zone Management Plan for Gosford’s Coastal Lagoons will provide guidance for future actions that will help to achieve long-term improvements to each lagoon’s health,” Ms 

Dickson said.NSW Shadow Minister for Water Peter Primrose said people shouldn’t have to put up with declining water quality and polluted waterways because of the Government’s cuts to water maintenance – especially as we approach summer. “It’s unacceptable that many of our best-loved swimming spots have been given the thumbs down by Beachwatch in their latest State of the Beaches report. “This has an impact on our everyday lives.“Our beaches are dirtier than they once were.“You get more wastewater overfl ows into our rivers and 

into the ocean.“People are more likely to get sick“Our tourism sector also suffers because we have less ability to market our beautiful beaches to the world.“You can’t just blame the rain every time a beach has to be shut or someone gets sick. “That’s an excuse, not a solution,” said Mr Primrose.Media statement, 13 Oct 2014Danielle Dickson, Gosford Council Media release, 7 Oct 2014Chris Taylor, offi ce of Peter Primrose State of the Beaches 2013-14 report, Oct 2014

Majority of swimming locations fail

Thirteen of the 22 swimming locations in the Gosford LGA have been given the thumbs down on water quality and swimming safety in the State of the Beaches 2013-14 report, including popular tourist beaches, Terrigal and Ocean Beach.

Terrigal Lagoon and beach
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The Transport Construction Authority bought the Booths Motor Group site on 253 Mann St, Gosford, from Mr Kevin Booth for $2.2 million after being in negotiation for two months.The site was on the market for two years and was previously offered to Gosford Council, who rejected the offer and went on to buy the Gosford Town 

Centre for $ 11 million.The site has now been closed off and commuters and shop owners who were previously parking at the site are no longer able to do so.St Vincent de Paul retail supervisor Mr Clyve Moane said his employees were previously parking at the site and said he is now in discussion with the owners about alternate parking 

solutions.“When the new owners put their signs up, that’s when we found out,” he said.“We’re parking on the roof above us which is for customers mainly to park, but there’s only a couple of us who can park up there, the rest of us have to park at the Leagues Club or the Town Centre,” said Mr Moane.

New Gosford Commuter 
car park underway

The NSW Government Transport Construction Authority has announced that a new commuter car park will be established in Gosford with the planning and design phase already in progress.

The Transport Construction Authority has begun work on the Gosford Commuter Car Park project after recently completing the Woy Woy Commuter Car Park which provided an additional 300 parking spaces, including 17 accessible spaces. Unlike the Woy Woy project, the Gosford Commuter Car Park will include a boutique car dealership on the ground fl oor level.

Kaitlin Watts, 6 May 2011

The fully marked mobile police commands were purchased at a cost of $130,000 each as part of a $3.3 million investment by the NSW Government to provide police with the latest technology for law enforcement.The Brisbane Water Mobile Police Command is one of fi ve new vehicles 

across NSW which were unveiled by the new Police Minister Mr Mike Gallacher and NSW Police Commissioner Andrew Scipione at Gosford Police Station on Friday, April 15.Superintendent Geoff McKechnie from Brisbane Water Local Area Command said the mobile police command is a welcome 

addition to the area, boosting local resources and increasing police mobility.“They are equipped with the latest equipment including data terminals with access to the police database, a TV monitor, interview room and digital message board.“The Mercedes Sprinter 

Gosford police receive
state of the art technology

Brisbane Water Local Area Command has received a state of the art mobile police command unit to aid in the fi ght against crime.

Mr Humphries, no stranger to the workings of the Gosford Chamber, was for a decade its CEO, but resigned the post in March 2007, to eventually join the then local ALP member for The Entrance, Mr Grant McBride.“I went and worked for Grant McBride the member for the Entrance, I’d done the job for ten years or so and it was time for a change,” said Mr Humphries.“You know what life’s like, you need to move on and do other things.”Mr Humphries said he is pleased with the work the Chamber did in his absence but is glad to be back on board.“Gosford chamber is one of the most important chambers on the Central Coast and they looked in to lots of different projects and they were very interested in what happened in Gosford City itself and we need to keep that coming.On his appointment, Mr Humphries said he is keen 

to once again levitate the Gosford Chamber back to where it should be; the leading chamber on the Coast. “I want to make Gosford City the number one place on the Central Coast“At this stage I think we need to look at all ideas, I don’t have one specifi c idea but there are lots of ways you can encourage businesses for the benefi t of the City.”Vice President and long standing board member Ms Deborah Warwick, said of the appointment, “I am very excited on his joining and basically it nicely rounds out the skill base of the board”.“‘I look forward to working with him on this side of the table,” she said.Mr Humphries takes up his post immediately and said he is already working to improve the status of Gosford Chamber within the business community.

Val Bridge, 4 May 2011

Back to the 
future at 
Gosford 

Chamber
At its recent board meeting, the Gosford Chamber of Commerce and Industry Inc unanimously appointed David Humphries to its board of directors.

David Humphries Photo: Val Bridge

vans can comfortably seat fi ve offi cers and will allow us to access more remote areas and provide a platform for offi cers to work out of while in the community.“These new vans are a fantastic resource and add to our ability to get out there and interact with the community,” said Superintendent McKechnie.

Media Release, 15 Apr 2011NSW Police Media
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Masterplan details launched

The Gosford Waterfront to be transformed by the Landing at Gosford Masterplan Photo: Naomi Bridges

Details of The Landing at Gosford Masterplan will be released at a launch at the Central Coast Leagues Club on Thursday, September 29.

Following the launch, a shopfront will be opened in Mann St, Gosford, on Tuesday, October 4, to seek the community’s feedback on the project.The master plan, as well as a 3D architectural model and a number of artists’ impression will be available for members of the public to view.Staff will be available to answer questions and also an online survey will be taken.The Central Coast Regional Development Corporation (CCRDC) has been working with its development manager Lend Lease for the past six months toward producing the new Masterplan.

CCRDC senior development manager Mr Rob Kitchen said: “The project work done to date has had good reviews and feedback and we look forward to having the community further engaged.”Mr Kitchen will attend the Gosford Business Improvement District’s (GBID) annual general meeting on the same day as the launch to speak about the project.GBID will welcome Mr Kitchen as the guest speaker for its third meeting at the Gosford Hotel from 7:30am.

Kaitlin WattsInterviewee: Rob Kitchen 

“In 2010, the Community Building Partnership provided more than $58 million in funding to local community groups and councils across NSW to build or upgrade facilities like community halls and sporting grounds,” said Mr Donnelly.“Under Premier Barry O’Farrell’s state budget, funding for the program has been reduced to just $11 million in 2011-12 – that’s a $47 million cut,” he said.“Slashing the Community Building Partnership budget means that local communities like Gosford are paying the price, with less funding for local infrastructure projects. “Last year, the Community Building Partnership Program had been embraced by local community groups in Gosford.“In 2010, local community groups and Gosford City 

Council received a total of 30 grants to complete local projects like: Peats Ridge Public School P and C Association received $84,965 for the fi t out of their school hall, Coast Shelter received $75,000 for 

the fi t out and conversion of a warehouse into a two storey community centre and The Bays’ Community Group Inc. received $45,000 for the construction of a new general purpose room. “With total funding for 

the Community Building Partnership now slashed by more than 80 per cent, this year many local community groups in Gosford will simply miss out,” he said.

Media Release, 13 Sep 2011Greg Donnelly, MLC for Gosford

Gosford to 
receive extra 

funding
The Gosford electorate is eligible to receive an additional $100,000 as part of the Community Building Partnership program, according to minister for the Central Coast Mr Chris Hartcher.

Mr Hartcher said the program, announced by Premier Barry O’Farrell, fulfi ls an election commitment to deliver vital infrastructure to communities throughout the State.Thirty fi ve million dollars is available under the initiative, which means $300,000 is available under each electoral district, with an additional $100,000 available for the Central Coast electorates due to high levels of unemployment.“This is about helping communities move essential projects forward and improve the provision of local services,” Mr O’Farrell said. Mr Hartcher said the program aims to support a diversity of community 

needs. “Local jobs and community participation will fl ow from projects considered eligible for funding.“I encourage community organisations and local councils to consider their eligibility for the program. “The successful projects in Gosford, Terrigal, The Entrance and Wyong will be announced by the Premier in March next year.”The 2011 Community Building Partnership program is open for applications for seven weeks and will close on Monday, October 31.

Media Release, 19 Sep 2011Caroline Hutcherson, Offi ce of Chris Hartcher MP

Donnelly sees 
things differently

Local community groups in Gosford have missed out in the state budget, with the O’Farrell Government cutting $47 million in funding from the Community Building Partnership program, said Labor MLC for Gosford Mr Greg Donnelly.

Coast Shelter’s Coast Community Centre under construction thanks to funds from last years Community Building Program
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At a recent meeting, Darkinjung LALC and its Members and the Mingaletta Aboriginal Women’s Group offi cially joined forces to take the fi ght up with the State Government.In 2010, it was reported that Aboriginal women across the Central Coast of NSW had joined to save a sacred birthing and ceremonial site that was very rare and of extremely high cultural signifi cance, but their pleas seemed to have continually fallen on deaf ears.“This is a sacred birthing and ceremonial site and it’s only 100 metres from the existing mine, so any extension would obviously put the site in danger,” said Mingaletta Women’s Group elder Ms Barbara Grew.“This is very important to us.“It’s a place where we can go and see our history.“It’s a place where we feel we belong.“We’re hoping that, by joining forces with Darkinjung LALC, we’ll fi nally gain the proper attention and respect of the State Government and stop the quarry extension.”Darkinjung LALC chairperson Ms Jenny 

Hayes said that the position of the Land Council was to object to the proposed southern extension. “There are other signifi cant sites in the area and due to the dense scrub, there is every possibility of undiscovered sites. “The Aboriginal Heritage Assessment commissioned by Rocla into the area states that large sections were unable to be surveyed due to thick undergrowth and other factors, so Rocla simply doesn’t know what’s there.“We suggested a burn off to reveal any other sites, but that hasn’t happened.“In addition, there are other known sites of Aboriginal signifi cance in the area including rock engravings and a cave shelter with art.“The most critical aspect here is that these sites cannot be assessed in isolation from their surroundings, there is a broader cultural landscape that must be considered”, said Ms Hayes.The site has been noted by cultural heritage expert Jo McDonald as “a rare occasion for engraved sites” due to the association of the engraving of the woman 

with stone arrangements.McDonald found that only one other rock engraving in the Sydney Basin area including the Somersby Plateau was associated with a stone arrangement.In total, the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service has 180 Aboriginal objects and places recorded within or near the suggested project zone.Initially, Rocla suggested a 30 meter buffer around the sacred women’s site, but this was rejected by Mingaletta Women’s Group and the Land Council.“Mining at a depth of up to 35 metres anywhere within several kilometres of the site will weaken the rock platform’s substructure and it will never be the same again.“If the mine expands the whole thing will just collapse,” said Ms Grew.Rocla’s own planning submission noted the Department of the Environment, Climate Change and Water had concerns about the company’s proposal to leave the women’s site stranded on a narrow, buffered piece of land.Darkinjung LALC CEO Mr Sean Gordon said 

that, despite years of investigation and several reports, there was still a lack of response from the government and it needed to be resolved.“The Mingaletta women, Darkinjung LALC and all Aboriginal people on the Central Coast deserve to be properly acknowledged on this issue.“We’ve been patient and followed all the right processes.“It’s now time for the State Government to veto the southern extension of the Calga Sand Quarry,” said Mr Gordon.Darkinjung LALC chairperson Ms Jenny Hayes said: “Darkinjung LALC will stand alongside the Mingaletta Women’s Group and fi ght what would obviously be a mistake and quite simply soul-destroying to Aboriginal people.”“And, if necessary, we will call all Aboriginal women from other communities to stand alongside us. “We’re often happy to compromise and negotiate, but not this time,” said Ms Hayes.The two organisations will form a united front and appeal to the State Government to take action.

Media Release, 17 Feb 2012 Sean Gordon, Darkinjung LALC

Aboriginal community 
to stand fi rm 

on threatened sites

Aerial view of Calga Sand Quarry

Since the southern extension of the Calga Sand Quarry was fi rst proposed by Rocla Pty Ltd, Darkinjung Local Aboriginal Land Council (Darkinjung LALC) and the Mingaletta Aboriginal Women’s Group have gone to battle with State Government over the protection of sites of Aboriginal signifi cance. 

As part of this initiative, Council received $70,000 for the provision of CCTV to address issues associated with anti-social behaviour throughout the Terrigal CBD.The CCTV camera images would be relayed to a recording system which would be located at Terrigal Police Station.Gosford mayor Cr Laurie Maher said that the Brisbane Water Local Area Command identified ideal locations for the cameras through crime statistics and consultation with residents.“This is an issue that has a significant impact on the local business community in Terrigal and I would like to thank them for their assistance in providing feedback on issues they feel need to be addressed.“Cameras being installed will provide coverage of the Terrigal Esplanade and Terrigal Surf Club car park.“They will help improve the safety of the Terrigal area and assist police in protecting residents and tourists from anti social behaviour,” said Cr Maher.

The Member for Robertson Ms Deborah O’Neill has welcomed Council’s help in delivering another of her 2010 election promises. “Terrigal will be a safer suburb thanks to the work of Gosford Council and the Brisbane Water Local Area Command, made possible with the $70,000 grant from the Gillard Government,” said Ms O’Neill.“I listened to the business owners at Terrigal and took the necessary action to prevent antisocial behaviour and support local businesses and jobs.“Like the shop-owners of Terrigal, the tourists and the locals alike, I look forward to being on hand for the commissioning in March.”The current target date for installation and testing of the Terrigal CCTV system is March with commissioning shortly thereafter.”

Media Release, 13 Feb 2012 Deborah O’Neill, Member for RobertsonLaure Maher, Gosford Council

Security 
cameras for 

Terrigal
Gosford Council will install Closed Circuit Television (CCTV) cameras next month in the Terrigal CBD funded in part by a grant from the Australian Government as part of the Safer Suburbs Program.

The main street of Terrigal

The
Central Coast
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Cr Macfadyen successfully moved, at the council meeting on Tuesday, July 3, that Council remove the s149 (5) planning certifi cates message that related to sea level rise until the NSW State Government legislates that all Councils in NSW give a clear direction to all property owners who are affected by this event.“Of the 50 Local Government Areas in NSW that are affected by sea 

level rise, only 16, including Gosford, have issued 149(5) certifi cates notifying property owners,” said Cr Macfadyen.“Up to 9000 properties in Gosford Local Government Area could be affected by the s149(5) certifi cates.“Council issued these certifi cates under advice and good intentions, but I now realise that there is no stability in the matter unless it is regulated across 

all NSW councils who are affected.“It’s important that the message be consistent across all relevant councils in NSW, that residents feel their future is stable and that common sense prevails,” he said.

Media Release, 6 Jul 2012 Jim Macfadyen, Gosford Council

Macfadyen calls for 
State sea level rise regulations

Gosford Cr Jim Macfadyen has called on the State Government to regulate s149 (5) planning certifi cates across all relevant councils to give consistency, stability and common sense.

Cr Jim Macfadyen and Coastal Residents Incorporated secretary Mr Pat AikenPhoto: ValsPix

In the 2011 census, the number of males on the Coast was 150,702 and the number of females was 161,482 with a median age of 41.In the 2006 census, however, the average number of males was 136, 143 and number of females was 146,583 with a median age of 40.Looking at fi ve suburbs in the Gosford LGA, comprising Gosford, East Gosford, Terrigal, Lisarow and Avoca, population increased in all bar Lisarow, 

which decreased from 5284 to 5038.The median weekly household income increased across the board with Gosford up from $835 to $1013, East Gosford from $679 to $863, Terrigal from $1121 to $1323, Lisarow from $1335 to $1558 and Avoca from $1147 to $1458.Median mortgage repayments also increased with Terrigal recording an increase of $434 from $1121 to $2167.Median weekly rent was also on the rise with East 

Gosford recording a $65 increase from $195 to $260.The average number of families living in Gosford, east Gosford, Avoca and Terrigal increased with Gosford going from 636 to 783, East Gosford from 904 to 1021, Terrigal from 2660 to 2913 and Avoca from 1128 to 1177.Lisarow’s average number of families decreased by 58 going to 1373. Website, 12 Jul 2012Australian Bureau of Statistics

Coast population 
increases by 

10% in 5 years
The 2011 census information for the Central Coast has been released, showing an increase in population of 29,458 to 312,184 from the 2006 census.

Mr Glen, who was formerly performing the role of director of city services, took on the role of acting general manager following Mr Peter Wilson’s retirement last month.Mr Peter Armour is now performing the role of acting director of city services.At the meeting, mayor Cr Laure Maher said it would take around six months for the role of the general manager to be permanently fi lled with Mr Glen expected to fi ll the position until early next year.

Gosford Council MM.9, 3 Jul 2012

Glen is acting 
general manager

Gosford Council appointed Mr Stephen Glen as the acting general manager at its meeting of Tuesday, July 3.
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Member for Gosford Mr Chris Holstein presented the petition and made the opening address to the discussion.“I acknowledge that we have one of the most beautiful waterfronts in NSW and I would not want to see that ruined, nor do my colleagues in the State Government or on the Gosford City Council,” said Mr Holstein.“The Gosford Challenge is all about connecting the city and the people with the waterfront so that it can be enjoyed for what it is.“The development of Gosford will happen because it has to happen.“There is no choice in the matter for Gosford Council or for the State Government.“The overwhelming majority of the Gosford population will not accept a do-nothing approach, but it is about doing the right thing. “Although we are experiencing some growing pains I am confi dent that we have learned from our earlier mistakes. “With a spirit of compromise on all sides in the debate we can move our city forward to become a place where people will want to live and where business will thrive as part of a living city,” said Mr Holstein.Member for The Entrance 

Mr Chris Spence and Member for Wyong Mr Darren Webber also spoke against the petition.“Their statements clearly indicated they did not realise the real purpose of the petition in that the petitioners wished to see the Gosford Waterfront remain as public land and in the public domain with no limitations placed on public access,” said GWAG representative Mr Col Hodgson.Members speaking in support of the petition were Member for Canterbury Ms Linda Burney, Member for Cessnock Mr Clayton Barr and Member for Balmain Mr Jamie Parker.“These three speakers were all thoroughly prepared showing they were aware the major concern of GWAG has been the loss of public waterfront land to developers,” said Mr Hodgson.“They clearly acknowledged the loss of public access would be very diffi cult, if not impossible, to reverse.”Mr Parker commented, “One thing is clear, we know that alienation of public land, waterfront land in particular, is always done in the interests of developers, but once that land is lost to the public, it is lost forever”.“Redress at a later stage by demolishing buildings 

and reopening spaces is next to impossible.” Minister for Planning and Infrastructure Mr Brad Hazzard was the fi nal member to speak.In his speech, he expressed his concern that the buildings in stages two and three would alienate the foreshore.

A result he said neither he nor the community would fi nd comforting.“I promise the people in the gallery that I am absolutely keen to ensure that the Central Coast Development Corporation does not get it wrong, liaises big time with residents in the community, and fi nds a 

way to enliven Gosford, but not to the point of detracting from opportunities to access public space on the water’s edge,” said Mr Hazzard.“A balance must be struck.“I acknowledge the effort made by people in the gallery in travelling to Sydney from Gosford. 

“I hope you take the remarks I have made in good faith and accept my assurance that the Government will keep working with you.”

Media Release, 29 Nov 2012 Col Hodgson, GWAG

Local members speak 
against Landing petition
A representative group of 17 people from the Gosford Waterfront Action Group (GWAG) attended Parliament House on Thursday, November 22, for the debate on the 10,700 signature Save Gosford Waterfront petition in the Legislative Assembly.

Members of the Gosford Waterfront Action Group on the steps of Parliament House
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The awards acknowledge the efforts of those who actively conserve heritage as well as educate and promote heritage and history within the Gosford LGA.The awards also formed part of celebrations for Australian Heritage Week and the National Trust Heritage Festival 2013.Gosford mayor Cr Lawrie McKinna said the Heritage Awards showcased the number of dedicated individuals focused on the preservation of our local history.“These awards give us a chance to publicly thank the individuals and organisations that invest their time and skills into caring for and preserving our heritage.“We were blown away by the number and quality of entries, especially as this is the Heritage Awards’ inaugural year.“Some of the award recipients have made movies, written books and even 

established museums all devoted to documenting and educating people about our heritage. “Congratulations to all of the deserving award winners for your outstanding contribution to our city,” said mayor Cr McKinna.The Excellence in Heritage Conservation award went to the Gunyah at Terrigal for extensive conservation works of the interior and exterior of the c. 1911 building and its adaptation as a dental surgery.The Excellence in Interpretation Projects award went to Bob Fitzgerald for the writing, direction and production of the documentary fi lm Ettalong Beach, Then and Now, which was shown for the fi rst time at the Ettalong Festival 2012.The St Joseph’s Spirituality and Education Centre Museum at Kincumber South, which was established by volunteers Zeena Elton and Bridie Murphy and provides a 

historical display depicting the history and artefacts of the St Joseph’s Home for Boys, also received an Excellence in Interpretation Projects award.The Excellence in Historical Research and Publication award went to Marie Riley for her book Kincumber South Remembered: A Social History of the Community and the Boys Home.The book concentrates on the settlement of Kincumber South and the history of the St Joseph’s Boys Home which was established in 1887.Marie dedicated four years to the project including collecting oral histories and researching the history and people of Kincumber South.The Outstanding Achievement Award went to Keith Paull for his committed research into the history and heritage of the Upper Mangrove Creek area, including collecting the stories of the area, plotting the sites of early settlement and recording the oral histories 

and genealogies of the families within the area.Gwen Dundon also received an Outstanding Achievement Award for her overall dedication to local history and heritage.

Gwen has published six books celebrating our local history, donated signifi cantly to the Local Studies section of the library and tirelessly supports others in their historical research and 

promotion of our signifi cant heritage.

Media Release, 3 May 2013Gosford Council Media

Heritage awards
Winners of Gosford Council’s inaugural Gosford City Heritage Awards were announced at a special ceremony held in Council Chambers on Thursday, May 2.

The Gunya building at Terrigal preserved by Mr Tony CollinsInset: Mayor Cr Mayor McKinna presenting Mr Tony Collins with his award

The decision was made by Justice Rachael Ann Pepper following complaints made by next door neighbours John and Rosemary Dobrohotoff who told the Court the house was regularly used for bucks’ parties and the like.Gosford Council interim director of environment and planning Mr Eddie Love said Council would continue to have discussions with the Department of Planning regarding state wide issues 

surrounding short term holiday letting.Mr Love said the property at 24 Charles Kay Dr was zoned 2(a) Residential and council had corresponded with owners requesting that they address neighbourhood concerns in relation to the use of this premises.“Issues surrounding short term holiday letting have been seen across the Gosford LGA,” said Mr Love.“As this case was not an isolated occurrence it was 

decided by council to defi ne and allow ‘short term holiday letting’ of dwellings for no more than four bedrooms without consent.“Letting arrangements for fi ve and six bedroom properties would require consent and for dwellings over six bedrooms the use would not be permitted.“The above clause was incorporated into the Draft Gosford Local Environmental Plan (LEP) 2009 with the view that short term holiday 

letting would be addressed by the NSW Department of Planning,” said Mr Love.“The Draft LEP for Gosford is currently under review by council and the Department of Planning.“Short term holiday letting is an important economic activity in coastal cities across NSW and we will be working with the relevant bodies to fi nd workable solutions for all involved,” said Mr Love.Greens MP and spokesperson for tourism and housing Ms Jan Barham said the decision made by the Court was a good one.“The Court’s clarifi cation that homes in residential 

zones that were intended for long-term occupancy are inappropriate for tourism purposes is an important outcome for local communities,” said Ms Barham.“In coastal areas especially, the use of homes for short-term tourism rentals has seen many potential homes lost to permanent residents, causing a shortage in housing supply.“In terms of tourism use, holiday letting has not served the community well.“Local government faces a diffi cult task in addressing housing availability and affordability.“This decision clarifi es the 

use of approved residential dwellings for permanent residents, which should free up dwellings to ease the housing stress and ensure that tourism occurs in appropriate areas,” Ms Barham said.

Media Statement, 3 May 2013Eddie Love, Gosford CouncilMedia Statement, 3 May 2013Kerri Douglass, Offi ce of the Chief Justice, Supreme Court of NSWMedia Release, 3 May 2013David Barham, Offi ce of Jan Barham MLC

Court rules on short term holiday lettings
A decision was passed in the Land and Environment Court at 5pm on Thursday, May 2, prohibiting the owner of 24 Charles Kay Dr, Terrigal, from using her house for short term letting, effective in two months’ time.

Issue 67September 24, 2013 Your independent local newspaper     -     Ph: 4325 7369

FREE

Sixty years ago, the Central Coast Leagues Club (CCLC) formed and sponsored the CCYC, an arrangement which continued until some 20 years ago when the sponsorship of the CCLC ceased.A grant/loan allowed a new facility to be built at Terrigal and CCYC split with 2,000 members joining the new Gosford Basketball Club located at Terrigal.

For the following few years, a dedicated small group aided by councillors of the day pushed forward to see council build a new $3 million stadium at Niagara Park. CCYC became the operator of this facility and from 2005 paid a small percentage of commercial rent to enable the services to fl ourish.Former board member Mr Chris Holstein said he 

only hoped that “council has given all due consideration in making their decisions”.“I am not privy to the reasons or rationale on why they have made that decision and can only hope that that decision was made on the best interests of not only the centre but the community as a whole,” he said.According to the report to council by economic and community development 

director Ms Colleen Worthy-Jennings, the costs of running the facility and dwindling income had seen the Board of CCYC unable to meet their fi nancial obligations in recent times.“Council is not convinced that the Board, whose directors are as hard-working and well-meaning as they are, have the capacity and resources to alter the current situation and council must protect this facility and services that need to be provided by this facility for the communities of Narara, Niagara Park, Lisarow and Wyoming,” 

said the report to Council by Ms Worthy-Jennings.“After careful consideration of the facts and the latest CCYC Business Plan, council is not confi dent that protection is afforded by the current lessees”, she said.When contacted by Coast Community News, an offi cial of the CCYC said the club did not accept the cancellation and was seeking further advice and cited lack of assistance from Council and its offi cers over many years as the reason for the club being in its present situation.

Sources within the club also stated that a loss of income brought on by two major tenants vacating the club’s premises was seen by Council as a reason to take over the running of the club before the Board had had the opportunity to replace those tenants.The matter was discussed at a strategy and policy meeting at Council with members of the public and the media excluded.

Gosford Council Agenda SF.21, 17 Sep 2013Kaitlin Watts

Council takes over youth club 
under controversial 

circumstances

Gosford Council has assumed management of the Central Coast Youth Club (CCYC) at Niagara Park, prior to the development of a new multi-million dollar Community Facilities Hub in the area.

Central Coast Youth Club (CCYC) at Niagara Park

The members are still members of Parliament and the Liberal Party, however, they have resigned from the Liberal Parliamentary Party meaning they will now sit on the cross benches with any independents present.The ICAC is investigating allegations of whether corrupt conduct occurred between April 2009 and April 2012, where certain members of parliament, including Mr Hartcher, Mr Webber and Mr Spence, and others are alleged to have corruptly solicited, received and concealed payments from various sources in return for certain members of parliament agreeing to favour the interests of those responsible for the payments.ICAC is also investigating whether between December 2010 and November 2011, certain members of parliament, including Mr Hartcher, Mr Webber and Mr Spence, and others, solicited, received and failed to disclose political donations from companies, including prohibited donors, contrary to the Election Funding, Expenditure and Disclosures Act 1981 

and whether Eightbyfi ve, a business operated by Timothy Koelma, Mr Hartcher’s former senior advisor, and Australian Water Holdings Pty Ltd, through its CEO Mr Nicholas Di Girolamo, (currently a director on the board of the State Water Corporation) entered into an agreement whereby Australian Water Holdings Pty Ltd made regular payments to Eightbyfi ve, purportedly for the provision of media, public relations and other services and advice, in return for which Mr Hartcher favoured the interests of Australian Water Holdings Pty Ltd.As part of its investigation, the ICAC will hold a public inquiry starting on Monday, April 28, at Level 7, 133 Castlereagh St, Sydney.Mr Hartcher was contacted for comment but declined to comment on the matter.

Media release, 19 Feb 2014Alicia McCumstie, Liberal Party of AustraliaKaitlin Watts, 19 Feb 2014Website, 19 Feb 2014Roy Waldon, Solicitor to the Commission, ICAC
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Local members withdraw from 
NSW Parliamentary Liberal Party

The Member for Terrigal Mr Chris Hartcher, the Member for The Entrance Mr Chris Spence and the Member for Wyong Mr Darren Webber have all voluntarily withdrawn from the NSW Parliamentary Liberal Party until the Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC) proceedings relating to them are determined.

Premier Mr Barry O’Farrell and Member for Terrigal Mr Chris Hartcher at the opening of Service NSW in Gosford
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The group claims the Abbott Government’s support of such actions violates basic human rights.For almost two hours, the offi ce of Ms Wicks was transformed into the canvas of a peaceful protest.Demonstrators stood should-to-shoulder in front of the offi ce holding paper dolls and chanting “set the children free”.Ms Wicks said the detention network was fi lled to the brim with thousands of people who arrived illegally by boat under Labor.“The Government is providing the necessary care and support for people in our detention network and working swiftly to reduce the number of people in detention. It is now more than 200 days since the last successful people smuggling venture arrived in Australia – reducing deaths at sea and the risks taken by those who attempt to make the treacherous journey by boat to Australia.We’re saving lives at sea; we’re saving more than $2.5 billion of costs to the budget; and we’re reducing the number of people in 

immigration detention – I note that the number of children in detention has reduced overall by more than 30% since the Coalition Government took offi ce.“The decision by Labor in government to take away the Coalition’s effective border protection policies led to more than 50,000 illegal arrivals, including more than 8,000 children and tragically more than 1,100 deaths at sea,” said Ms Wicks.Amongst the crowd of peaceful protestors was Bez, a former Ethiopian orphan.“I’m here today to inform and tell people about the imprisonment of children who are only fi ve,” said Bez.“They’ve done nothing wrong but they’ve been imprisoned, and taken to detention for no apparent reason, only that they’re seeking asylum.“They don’t deserve to be in prison.“They deserve their freedom.”Protester Mr Jack Lloyd said: “I just am appalled that there are refugee children being held in detention on Christmas Island.”

“This is absolutely not good for them and it’s a breach of human rights.”There are currently around 1,038 children in detention facilities, something Gosford Anglican’s Father Rod Bower said he found inexcusable.“They are showing signs of being abused, they’re not sleeping, they’re self-harming… and this is wrong,” he said.“It’s immoral.“It’s inhumane.”For just under two hours, protesters continued to tack the paper dolls onto the windows of Ms Wicks’ offi ce.“It’s symbolic,” said protestor Ms Michelle McNicol who supplied the chain of dolls.“I wanted to make one for each of the children detained wrongfully.”Lloyd said: “This will give a clear message to the Australian government.”“When the government does this, it does not do this in my name,” said Mr Lloyd.

Email, 14 Jul 2014Emma HornMedia release, 21 Jul 2014Tim Sowden, offi ce of Lucy Wicks MP

Set the children free 
protest in Gosford

Central Coast residents rallied together outside the offi ce of Member for Robertson Ms Lucy Wicks on Monday, July 14, to protest the detainment of children in Australian immigration processing facilities.

Photos: Emma Horn
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The forum was organised by Our Central Coast, the Nature Conservation Council of NSW, Community Environment Network and the Our Land, Our Water, Our Future alliance.Australian actor Michael Caton, Father Rod Bower and local mum Alexia Martinez were among the speakers.Danielle Coleman from Our Central Coast, a non-partisan alliance of individuals and community groups, said the Central Coast was at the frontline of coal seam gas (CSG) and coal mining issues.“The Coalition Government has broken its election commitment to rule out the controversial 

Wallarah 2 coal mine near Wyong,” said Ms Coleman.“Much of the Mountains District and drinking water catchment for the Central Coast is overlaid by a coal seam gas exploration license.“It’s time the community’s concerns were heard and their drinking water and livelihoods were protected.“Many people would be shocked to know there is a coal seam gas exploration license over the Central Coast’s water catchment.“The forum was an important milestone for our community which is now armed with the reality of the community impacts of coal and coal seam gas. “The response was 

incredible.“Every hand was in the air when we asked who wanted to protect our Central Coast water and environment from 

coal and coal seam gas.“The current system is clearly broken if it can’t protect the essentials of life, like clean water.

“The Central Coast has been let-down by our political leaders and it’s time for the community to fi nd out the truth and demand 

our Central Coast remain coal and gas free,” said Ms Coleman.Media release, 1 Dec 2014Amy Gordon, Essential Media Communications

Coal and CSG mining forum packed out
Four hundred Central Coast residents packed out the Central Coast Grammar School hall on Thursday, November 27, to discuss the risks posed by coal seam gas and coal mining to drinking water, local industries, nature and human health.

Community members showing their support in protecting the Central Coast from CSG

“We have been actively listening to the community and their concerns and as a result, the NSW Liberals and Nationals Government has implemented the most comprehensive regulatory framework around CSG in the entire country, through the NSW Gas Plan,” he said.Mr Holstein said we are now in a different era from the 

one prior to 2011, when the former Labor Government handed out petroleum exploration licences with no consideration for our water, agricultural land, the environment or communities. Any applications for a license renewal will now be subject to the stringent NSW Government minimum standards.

“The NSW Government makes no apologies for this and will continue to apply the letter of the law to each application on an individual basis,” Mr Holstein said. “This government has already introduced 30 regulatory controls for CSG and we’ve added 30 more as part of our Gas Plan, making it the most comprehensive in 

Australia to protect our vital land and water resources,” said Mr Holstein.The Gas Plan outlines the government’s new Strategic Release Framework that will ensure new exploration licenses are only issued after an assessment of economic, environmental and social factors. Community consultation is a key element of the approvals process and will be conducted up-front. If a proposed area doesn’t 

meet the criteria it won’t be released. Mr Holstein said the new NSW Gas Plan adopts all of the recommendations of the Chief Scientist and Engineer, Professor Mary O’Kane in her Final Report of the Independent Review of Coal Seam Gas Activities in NSW. “The Gas Plan is the line in the sand for the CSG industry and it will only be companies that have the industry expertise and suffi cient resources that 

will even be considered as candidates for a license,” Mr Holstein said.“There are no CSG approvals on the Central Coast and I will continue to advocate for the Gas Plan and its regulatory frameworks that will apply to any prospective operators in the region and NSW.”

Media release, 1 Dec 2014Chris Holstein, Member for Gosford

There are no CSG approvals
on the Central Coast – Holstein

Member for Gosford Mr Chris Holstein has confi rmed that there is no approval for any company to produce coal seam gas (CSG) anywhere on the Central Coast. 

Issue 004February 14, 2011

Gosford CentralGosford Central
 Community    News Community    News

Your independent local newspaper

“The outrageous decision to ignore calls for an environmental zoning for environmentally sensitive land is beyond arrogance,” he said. “Council called for comments on the draft LEP and received thousands of comments from the community demanding that these lands be given an environmental zoning to protect them from development.  “In fact, Council received so many submissions that a special Council meeting was held to hear submissions on this issue from community groups across the region. 

“However, no review of these zonings was done because, apparently, it would involve a lot of effort and would delay the completion of the new LEP. “Just because such an important matter might take more time and more effort to get right doesn’t justify pushing through a bad piece of long-term planning.“The draft LEP that Council intends to forward to the State Government will go with the original recommendation to zone environmentally sensitive lands as recreational land, suitable for development as sporting venues, golf 

courses, caravan parks and restaurants.“Only myself and fellow Greens’ Councilor Terri Latella voted against the zoning. “We argued for an E2 zone that would protect the land into the future. “We also argued that we should include the sensitive land mapping that is already available.“These maps are up-to-date and show exactly which endangered species are recorded for each block of land. 

Media release, 10 Feb 2011Peter Freewater, Greens

Sensitive land 
may be lost

Greens Councillor and Greens’ candidate for the seat of Gosford, Dr Peter Freewater said he is furious that Gosford Council is ignoring the wishes of the community with regard to the new LEP.

The buses began operating around the Gosford CBD on Monday, January 31, following the unveiling at Gosford station the week before.The bright green free shuttle buses are provided by the NSW Government and allow easy to use, free public transport to the people of Gosford. NSW Parliamentary secretary for the Central Coast Mr David Harris said the free Gosford shuttle will give more people access to free public transport every day of the week. “This new free shuttle bus will better connect important facilities around town, including the train station, Gosford Hospital and the shops,” Mr Harris said.“The free bus will operate every 20 minutes throughout the day, between around 9:00am and 2.30pm weekdays, between 9.05am to 4.05pm on Saturdays and at 9.05am, 12.05pm and 

3.05pm on Sundays.“Each bus is air-conditioned and low to the fl oor so that mums with prams, the elderly and wheelchair users can get on and off easily.“This is a fantastic initiative that will deliver huge benefi ts to local residents and businesses in Gosford,” he said.Member for Gosford Ms Marie Andrew joined local residents on the fi rst ever run of Gosford’s free CBD loop bus on Monday, January 31. “All people need to do is keep an eye out for the green buses and bus stops, and then hop onboard,” said Ms Andrews.  “This bus is in addition to 41 extra buses and 1500 extra bus services we’ve delivered for the Central Coast. “The NSW Government will increase the NSW bus fl eet by 1000 buses by 2020, enabling us to continually improve bus services to 

local communities like ours here in Gosford,” she said. Community campaigner for Gosford Ms Katie Smith also welcomed the announcement, saying that the new service was great news for Gosford and urged local residents to take advantage of the new free loop bus. “This new free loop bus will make it so much easier for pensioners and young families to get around town, visit friends at the Hospital, or pop down to the shops,” Ms Smith said. “This is really going to make travel around the Gosford’s city center faster and simpler. “It’s also a fantastic initiative because it’s free, meaning local residents getting around Gosford will have fewer transport costs and more money in their pocket,” she said.

Media Release, 27 Jan 2011Katie Smith, Labor

Gosford 
welcomes free 

bus service

Free loop shuttle buses have commenced operating around Gosford City every 20 minutes from Monday to Saturday and three services on Sundays.

“To use council owned properties to conduct his election campaign meetings is just an arrogance and insult to the ratepayers as after twenty years as a councillor he should know better,” said Ms Smith.“It is also unacceptable that Cr Holstein abuses his position to instruct staff to investigate matters relevant to a State Election when he is the candidate. They are not on his payroll,” she said.Ms Smith has stated that no Gosford City councillor 

should abuse their position as a councillor and be paid by the public purse while running as a candidate in the State Election.Cr Holstein has denied Ms Smith’s claims and said they are completely false.“This claim is totally untrue and ridiculous,” he said.“This Labor candidate is used to throwing mud. “I look forward to the results of an inquiry and will expect an apology from the Labor candidate,” said Cr 

Holstein.“After 16-years of failing this community, the best Labor can do is fear and smear.“It’s the same old Labor and the same old tricks.“I’m focussing on fi xing the problems that Labor has caused through its neglect of the people of Gosford. 

Media Release, 9 Feb 2011Katie Smith, LaborEmail, 11 Feb 2011Chris Holstein, Liberal

Abuse of 
position claims

 rejected
Labor candidate for Gosford has lodged a formal complaint with the general manager of Gosford Council, Mr Peter Wilson claiming that Liberal candidate for Gosford, Cr Chris Holstein, is abusing his position as a councillor and conducting election campaign meetings in council buildings and on council owned property.
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The family support providers who’ve had their contracts renewed include Yarran Early Intervention Services at East Gosford, which will receive $345,000 in funding, Interrelate Family Centres Limited at Erina, with $3,847 100, Centacare Catholic Family Services at Gosford will receive $867,252, Relationships Australia at Gosford will receive $664,463, the Uniting Church in Australia at Gosford will receive $1,501 634 and the Shared Parenting Council of 

Australia in Saratoga will receive $647,640.Member for Robertson Ms Deborah O’Neill said: “Many local services have received much need funding, as part of the Gillard Government’s $1.041 billion Family Support Program.”“This investment will allow our local support providers to continue doing their vital work helping Central Coast families.”The Family Support Program provides services in over 2200 locations across Australia to support 

families, improve children’s wellbeing and safety, and build more resilient communities.Community organisations around the country receive funding to deliver important services such as parenting skills training, relationship counselling and family law services. “We know that their work is having a positive impact on the lives of local people,” Ms O’Neill said.“Triennial funding gives our local providers greater certainty and allows them 

to focus on the essential support services they are providing, rather than spending time applying for grants.“The new Family Support Program provides more intensive support for vulnerable and at-risk children and families.“I welcome the Australian Government’s continued commitment to the Central Coast in delivering much-needed family support services for our community.”

Media Release,22 Aug 2011Matt Pulford, Offi ce of Deborah O’Neill MP

Family support services get 
increased funding

Yarran Early Intervention Centre at East Gosford Photo: Naomi Bridges

Six family support services in the Gosford area have had their contracts renewed for three years under the Gillard Governments $13.4 million investment to continue support services for vulnerable families and children across the Central Coast. 

Member for The Entrance Mr Chris Spence said the grant is part of a $315,000 boost in recurrent funding by the NSW Government to support the No interest Loans Scheme (NILS). “The increase came into effect on 1 July and brings the total annual funding to nearly $2.1 million,” he said.“This increase represents more support for struggling families and individuals who need access to fair, safe and equitable credit for the purchase of essential goods and services.”Mr Spence said the NSW Government currently funds 58 NILS service providers across the state.“This scheme provides interest free loans of up to $1200 to low income earners in diffi cult fi nancial circumstances so they can buy essential household or medical products and services,” he said.“NILS supports stability within the community by helping families buy essential white goods for their home, computers for their children and keeps the family car on the road.”Mr Spence said the 

scheme is a vital safety net for many people who would otherwise turn to high cost payday lenders, loan sharks and expensive ‘rent to purchase’ schemes.“Since Fair Trading began funding administrative support for the NILS® program in late 2008, more than 6000 loans totalling more than $5 million have been provided,” He said.Mr Spence said the current funding period was due to end on June 30 this year before the Liberal-National Government stepped in and announced a 12 months’ extension in order to maintain stability for the funded services.“The Government’s funding provides for ongoing employment of administrative staff and the employment of a full-time state coordinator,” he said.“I applaud the Gosford City Community Information Service Ltd for the valuable services and support they deliver to those in need in our community.”

Media Release,19 Aug 2011Aaron Henry, Offi ce of Chris Spence MP

Grant aims 
to support 

disadvantaged 
families

Gosford City Community Information Service will receive a grant of $36,142 to assist it in delivering vital fi nancial support services to disadvantaged residents in the Central Coast area.

Gosford-Narara Community Centre NILS Project Offi cer Tammy Coyte and Member for the Entrance Mr Chris Spence

About 7.20pm a red Toyota Hilux travelling south along Wiseman’s Ferry Rd left the road and collided with a power pole before overturning.

A passing motorist called Police and emergency services, however, the 35-year-old driver of the Toyota suffered critical injuries and died at the 

scene.Investigations into the incident are continuing.Anyone who witnessed the incident or who has any information that might 

assist investigators is urged to contact Gosford Police or Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000.

Media Release, 17 Aug 2011NSW Police Media

Mangrove accident proves fatal

A report is being prepared for the Coroner following a fatal motor vehicle collision on Wiseman’s Ferry Rd, Central Mangrove, on Tuesday, August 16.
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In all, 52 citizens were nominated for a Community Award across the nine categories on offer.This year, local school teacher from St Edwards College Mr Patrick Dell, was named Citizen of the Year for his continued advocacy for social justice and volunteer work for countless organisations.Mr Dell is the social justice coordinator at St Edwards College, East Gosford, a position he said he takes on with great commitment, dedication and enthusiasm.He tirelessly volunteers his time to countless charitable causes within the community.In his position as social justice coordinator, he encourages young men to donate their time and teaches them the benefi t of giving to others.He has been the driving force behind the school’s Waterford Project in which students complete 20 hours of community service annually.Patrick has provided 

students of the college with the opportunity to give back to their community facilitating volunteering for Donnison St Outreach, Mary Macs Woy Woy, St Vincent De Paul, Red Cross, Legacy, Macquarie Fields Indigenous Program, Caritas K’s, the Heart Foundation and the Haven Education Centre just to name a few.In recent times, Patrick has raised money for the Queensland Flood Appeal, Christian Brothers in the Philippines, the Donnica Clarke Foundation, St Joseph’s Walgett, St Edmunds Wahroonga and Coast Shelter.Pat has volunteered thousands of hours of community work while also encouraging others to get involved, his attitude and enthusiasm for helping others is both infectious and inspiring.His commitment to volunteering, fundraising, advocacy and action over the past 15 years has made a signifi cant impact on past 

and present St Edwards’ students and his great work is appreciated by many throughout the wider community.In a ceremony celebrating those achieving great things in the community, audiences enjoyed entertainment from Youth in Performing Art (YIPA) students, with Gosford City Town Crier, Stephen Clarke as Master of Ceremonies.Australia Day Committee chairman Cr Jim Macfadyen said that all of this year’s nominees made a signifi cant contribution to Gosford City.“The residents recognised at today’s ceremony should be proud of the work they do within our community, their enthusiasm and dedication to helping others is what makes our community great.“I would like to congratulate all of our nominees and this year’s category winners for their outstanding efforts, these accolades are truly well deserved,” said Cr Macfadyen.

The winner of the Arts Culture and Entertainment category was Patonga resident Jocelyn Maughan while the winner of the Business category was Ocean Beach Surf Life Saver Katie Dixon who is a dedicated cancer researcher.The winner of the Community Event category was the 5 Lands Walk and the Environment award winner was Wires Central Coast volunteer William Fortier.Ros Greener was recognised in the Senior category for her work at the Peninsula Women’s Health Centre, Rachelle King was the winner of the Sport category for her results in Surf Life Saving and the Youth category was won by Steve Robson.The Volunteer organisation category was won by St Joseph’s Workshop and the individual volunteer category was won by Brianna Shaw for her work with the Brain Injury Unit at the Royal Rehabilitation Centre.Media Release, 22 Jan 2012 Gosford Council Media

Australia Day 
Community Awards

Some of Gosford City’s fi nest were recognised at the Australia Day Community Awards in a ceremony at Laycock St Community Theatre on Sunday, January 22.

Mayor Cr Laurie Maher with Bruce Dent of St Josephs Workshop, Katie Dixon, Member for Robertson Ms Deborah O’Neill, Steve Robson, William Fortier, Pat Dell, Ros Greener, Briana Shaw, Con Ryan representing the 5 Lands Walk and Clr Jim Macfadyen

He joined the NSW State Emergency Service (SES) at Blacktown as a volunteer in 1987 and transferred to Gosford in 1990.He became Deputy Controller (Administration) in 1992 and was appointed to his current role of SES Gosford Local Controller three years later.Mr Garda has devoted much time to the SES and has participated in many signifi cant SES operations and activities and in many community events including numerous talks and presentations to schools and other community organisations.His key achievements include initiating major renovations to the Gosford Local Headquarters after the Rural Fire Service vacated the building in 1998-99.He instigated and organised the conversion of the cramped and unsuitable premises into an effective SES Unit Headquarters with facilities for training, operations, stores and 

garaging for Unit vehicles.Since his appointment as Local Controller, Mr Garda has taken the Unit from strength to strength, providing exemplary leadership, encouraging all members to participate fully, and ensuring that the Unit delivers a high quality of service to the local community.He is also a highly skilled and sought-after trainer and assessor.Mr Garda’s distinguished career as a volunteer over many years refl ects great credit on him, the Gosford SES Unit and the SES in NSW.Email, 16 Jan 2012 Adrian Bey, Government House 

Garda awarded 
medal

Rolf Garda of Springfi eld has been awarded an Australia Day 2012 Emergency Services Medal (ESM).

Rolf GardaPhoto: Naomi Bridges

She has been a national training team member of the Girl Guides Association since 1998, a board bember of the Girl Guides Association of NSW and the ACT in 2001 and 2006-2009 and a training adviser since 2009.She has been the chair of the NSW Training Committee since 2009 and a member from 1997-2003 and 2005-2011.Ms Carr was a member of the NSW Membership Management Committee since 1997-2008 and since 2009.She was also a state support group adviser in 1997-2002, member of the NSW Properties Management Committee from 1998-2001 and a member of the NSW State Council from 1997-2001.Susan was also a planning committee member and local association adviser in the NSW Local Association-Support Group Conferences 

from 1982-1995, a region training adviser at Coastal Valleys since 2008, an administrator in the Western Sydney Region in 2007-2008, a region leader on the Central Coast from 2001-2006 and an acting district leader at Warners Bay, Ourimbah and Point Koonarong at various times.She was the district leader for Gosford City from 1998-2001, district leader at Niagara Park from 1991-1996, support group president from 1982-1985 and local association adviser for the Central Coast, 1989-1995.Susan was the support group member at Wyoming and Niagara Park from 1980-1991 and has been a teacher at Our Lady of the Rosary Catholic School in the Entrance for 23 years and held various positions on the school’s P and F in Wyoming from 1979-1985.Email, 16 Jan 2012 Adrian Bey, Government House

Medal for 
guides trainer

Narara resident Ms Susan Carr has received an Order of Australia Medal for her service to youth through Girl Guides Australia.
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Fire and Rescue NSW (FRNSW) crews received a number of Triple Zero (000) calls from 2.40am.A total of eight fi re trucks were despatched, with 70 fi re-fi ghters, including both permanent and retained (on-call), fi ghting the blaze for four hours, using hoses and spraying from aerial booms.The fi re was believed to have started in One Stop Fashion, before spreading to Amaze N Play and Casey’s Toys.The fi re engulfed the toy shop, but fi re-fi ghters were able to save the adjoining JB HiFi store, and the Roads and Maritime Authority offi ce.They used Thermal Imaging cameras to check for any fi re spots.FRNSW fi re-fi ghters also prevented fi re from spreading to the Harvey 

Norman outlet on Karalta Lane, which backed onto the properties affected on Karalta Rd, or the nearby Good Guys outlet.FRNSW Zone Commander Superintendent David Turner said he was proud of the fi re-fi ghters who battled the blaze.“The fi re spread very quickly because of the high fi re load inside some of the commercial premises, but the techniques we used, including a ‘wall of water’ from our hoses and aerial pumper, stopped it spreading further and saved some valuable property,” Superintendent Turner said.“It was a long night, but I am proud of all the fi re-fi ghters for their work.”

Media release, 15 Jun 2012 Tom Cooper, FRNSWPhotos: Greg Burch

Fire destroys
 Erina shops 

Three retail outlets in Erina were damaged by a fi re in the early hours of the morning on Friday, June 15.
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The Coast Community Centre is a community partnership that involves government departments, welfare agencies, businesses, churches, schools and volunteers working together to provide support and meals to those in need.The facility enables peoples to connect, build friendships, feel part of their community and either obtain or provide assistance.The Centre provides access to a range of 

support services and help to those doing it tough to maintain their tenancies and mortgages.Much of this assistance works towards what the Federal Government refers to as “turning off the tap” in addressing homelessness.It focuses on intervening early and providing a wide range of support to help people overcome their crises. The Coast Community Centre is an energy effi cient building and includes solar 

panels to reduce energy consumption and generate renewable energy credits to be fed back to the grid, a water tank to reuse rainwater for toilets and gardens, energy effi cient air conditioning, energy saving lighting throughout the building, water saving showers for clients and a laundry fi tted with energy and water effi cient machines for clients.It provides fi ve consultation offi ces to deliver services, a disability 

lift, which will provide access to the restaurant, offi ces and meeting rooms from street level, administrative offi ces to manage Coast Shelter’s various programs, security-intercom system to provide added safety to volunteers serving meals, a large meeting and conference room available to community groups, computer and telephone networking and a 70 seat restaurant where free meals will be provided by volunteers.Services provided by Coast Shelter and other agencies include tenancy 

advice and advocacy, No Interest Loans (NILS) for people on low incomes to purchase essential household items, free legal advice every Monday by Central Coast Community Legal Centre, regular visits from Centrelink community engagement offi cer, energy vouchers (EAPA) to help people having diffi culty paying gas and-or electricity bills, pharmaceutical assistance to fi ll prescriptions for clients experiencing fi nancial hardship, food hampers made up from donated items, Rentstart kiosk 

providing a link to Housing NSW via fax and phone for rent assistance, shower and laundry facilities available every day, fresh towels, toiletries and clothes, free shampoo and haircuts every week, free podiatry check-ups every three months, visits from Mobile Oral Health Van, assistance with furniture and whitegoods from donations and a Men’s Shed which operates Monday and Friday each week.

Media release, 29 Oct 2012 Vicki de Carle, Coast Shelter

Prime Minister opens 
community centre

The new Laurie Maher Coast Community Centre in Gosford was offi cially opened on Friday, November 2.

Coast Shelter’s Vicki de Carle, Laurie Maher, Prime Minister Ms Julia Gillard, Member for Robertson Ms Deborah O’Neill, Gavin Shepherd, and Penny Williams of Coast Shelter
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Gosford Council 
under new management

Open for business
Gosford Council has launched a new campaign which general manager Mr Paul Anderson said would change the way business is done in Gosford City.Mr Anderson said the campaign was about increasing effi ciency and accountability and making it easy to do business in Gosford."Since beginning in my role as general manager earlier this year, I have come to see the great potential in Gosford City," said Mr Anderson."As a community, we must seize the opportunities that exist to help our region thrive and prosper, actively seeking out prospects for economic sustainability."Making ourselves an attractive area for investment and growth must begin with improvements within our organisation."We need to become a more accessible council to prospective investors and more importantly to our residents who utilise our services day to day.In line with increasing effi ciency within the community, Council has adopted a new organisational structure."We need to change the way we do business," said Mr Anderson."At this point, we have 

relocated business units so that we are a whole heap easier to do business with."We need to align our economic outcomes to have the development of our community."We need to change our culture and public perception."We need to deliver 

on the commitments we make and we need to let this be the indicator of our success.As part of its campaign, Council staff have determined 808 development applications worth over $135 million in the past six months."These developments 

indicate that investor confi dence is alive and well in Gosford City; things are looking up," said Mr Anderson.Mayor Cr Lawrie McKinna said the developments illustrated "that confi dence is returning to the Gosford CBD and that Council's CBD strategy is starting to 

show results"."We know the community needs to see things changing to fully support the Open for Business initiative and we hope they can see the changes this campaign brings."It's an easy thing to talk positively about where we live and that is the fi rst step 

in the right direction," said mayor Cr McKinna.Mr Anderson has also thanked previous Councils for providing a strong foundation as the platform for moving forward."Hopefully we can build on the relationships established by the previous Council and work together in realising the aspirations of our community."This campaign isn't about me, or about Council, it is about our entire community coming together to revitalise, rebrand and re-emerge as leaders to make Gosford a major competitor on a regional, national and international scale," said Mr Anderson.Mr Anderson also pledged Council's support to the latest proposal for the Gosford Waterfront development."Council is happy with the latest proposal for the redevelopment of Gosford Waterfront as it allows each stage to be managed in consultation with affected parties and the broader community."It is exciting to all of us that things are happening on the Gosford Waterfront and across the Gosford CBD; fi nally we are beginning to see changes for the better in our city, said Mr Anderson.Media Release, 8 APR 2013Gosford Council 

Gosford Council is under new management Photo: ValsPix
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Seven million dollars has been secured towards the Kibbleplex project, a learning and development centre in Gosford based at the former Gosford Town Centre shopping precinct, to help grow local jobs on the Central Coast.Minister for Families and Community Services Ms Jenny Macklin and Member for Robertson Ms Deborah O’Neill announced the funding on Monday, August 19.Kibbleplex is expected to help revitalise the Gosford central business district and be a centre of excellence for innovation on the Central Coast.Minister Macklin said the rollout of the National Broadband Network on the Central Coast would underpin local jobs growth into the future.“The National Broadband Network will make local businesses more productive – their internet services will be accessible, fast and cheap,” Minister Macklin said.“It will mean new ways of doing business here on the Central Coast and that is where the Kibbleplex comes in.“Kibbleplex will harness the new opportunities presented by Federal Labor’s NBN by creating a 

hub for business, education and innovation all under one roof.”The Rudd Labor Government will partner with Gosford Council, the University of Newcastle, and private enterprise to deliver the project.It which will involve the refurbishment of the fi rst fl oor of the former Town Centre building to create space for a regional library, offi ces, classrooms, and meeting rooms, as well as a teleworking hub.

Ms O’Neill said that it would be a one-stop shop for innovation in Gosford.“The rollout of the NBN has breathed new life into Gosford, and Kibbleplex will change the way we do business here on the Central Coast, creating new opportunities for telework and making sure that locals can cut their commute and work close to home,” Ms O’Neill said.“People on the Central Coast are hardworking and innovative.

“We have already seen high paying research and development jobs coming to Gosford.“Kibbleplex will build on that, and will help Gosford to reach its potential and create more local jobs and training opportunities.”Funding for this project is from the latest round of the Regional Development Australia Fund, which is provided for in the budget.Gosford Council general manager Mr Paul Anderson welcomed the funding and 

said the project would move ahead regardless of the result of the September 7 election.“Kibbleplex is set to give new life to the Gosford CBD, generating new business on the back of the rollout of the National Broadband Network (NBN).“The early rollout of the NBN along with this new project will benefi t already established business and those looking to relocate to Gosford.“Kibbleplex will tap into 

the wide ranging benefi ts of the NBN and be a state-of-the-art hub for education and business while also promoting job creation here in the city centre,” said Mr Anderson.Central Coast Regional Development Corporation (CCRDC) chairman Mr John Taylor said the organisation viewed education as a key driver for economic growth and vitality within the Central Coast region. Earlier this year, CCRDC signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the University of Newcastle to establish a university presence in the Gosford city centre. “A university campus in Gosford would improve the vibrancy of both the regional city and the regional economy.“The Federal government’s contribution of $7 million towards the establishment of Kibbleplex is great for the revitalisation of Gosford.“CCRDC will continue to work with University of Newcastle and other key partners, such as Gosford City Council, to realise the provision of higher education in Gosford,” said Mr Taylor

Media release, 20 Aug 2013Gosford Council MediaMedia release, 19 Aug 2013Richard Mehrtens, Offi ce of Deborah O’Neill MP

Kibbleplex funding a key 
to Gosford revitalisation
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Peter Pearce is 2014 
Citizen of the Year

Gosford City recognised some of its fi nest citizens at the annual Gosford City Australia Day Community Awards, held for the fi rst time during offi cial Australia Day celebrations in Kibble Park on Sunday, January 26.

Local humanitarian Peter Pearce was named the 2014 Citizen of the Year for his ongoing work helping those in need both in Gosford City and around the world. Mayor of Gosford City Cr Lawrie McKinna said hosting the awards 

ceremony on Australia Day made this year’s event extra special. “The Australia Day Community Awards allow us as a community to come together and publicly acknowledge those who go over and above in their respective 

fields.“The atmosphere at this year’s awards was fantastic with many people out to enjoy Australia Day celebrations joining the ceremony to show their support for the nominees and winners.“We are privileged to 

have such outstanding citizens living in our city making it a better place for us all to live and work and I thank all the nominees for their commitment and passion,” mayor Cr McKinna said.The Australia Day Community Awards have become an integral event on the Gosford City calendar with the 2014 ceremony presided over by Gosford City Council general manager, Paul 

Anderson and culminating in a performance by Australian music icon, Christine Anu.Chairman of the Australia Day Committee Cr Jim Macfadyen said that the 2014 award winners represent a cross section of talent, dedication and diversity in our community. “Nominees across all categories have worked hard for causes they believe in which have 

significantly contributed to our local community.“Judging the Australia Day Community Awards is never an easy task for our judging panel with this year being no exception.“The calibre of entrants in the 2014 awards is a measure of the wonderful people we have in our community and the pride we should all share to call this city our home,” said Cr Macfadyen....continued on page 3

Australia Day award nominees
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The 5 Lands Walk, a scenic 10km walk from MacMasters Beach to Terrigal, saw a passing parade of whales and a busy art and entertainment programme.Participants came from across the Coast, the State and as far as Canada to be part of this special community event.Many stayed overnight to enjoy Sunday’s Taste of Avoca Festival and the Copacabana Festival.High on the list of positive participant comments included the ease of participation, the diverse programme of 

entertainment and cultural performances, the quality of the art exhibition and beach installations, the educational nature of the workshops and discussions, the ‘Welcome to Country’ and Smoking Ceremonies, the carrying of the Message Stick, the sightings of whales, and the ready availability of assistance from the enthusiastic volunteers.“Stunning Winter Solstice weather, migrating whales, greater out of area participation and fabulous community involvement and support all combined to ensure 5 LandsWalk 2014 was the greatest yet,” said 

5 Lands Walk Committee president Con Ryan.“Participation numbers were in excess of 17,000, far beyond last year’s tally of 13,000 and included a stunning 80% increase in out of area registrants. “Importantly the numbers of volunteers to assist with the diverse and complex logistics of the event were also up, making for a great day for all concerned. “My thanks go to the ethnic and local communities, arts and school groups, all of whom gave freely of their time to help make this such a wonderful community event.

“So too, to the local, State and Federal Governments, sponsors, media colleagues and organising committee members, whose support for the event has been amazing and whose ongoing commitment to this amazing event makes it possible.” Member for Robertson Ms Lucy Wicks spoke in Parliament on Monday, June 23, and praised the event.“The 5 Lands is about a celebration of all it means to be Australian, and along each of the 5 Lands, people were treated to a wonderful cultural mix of Indigenous dance, and Greek, Chinese, African, Irish and Latino festivities,” said Ms Wicks.“There’s a real sense of connection cultivated by this annual walk, which is all 

about connecting people to people and people to place. “I’ve done the Walk several times, and I’ve got many fond memories, memories that will last a lifetime.“This year, the Opening Ceremony at MacMasters Beach Surf Life Saving Club was again disrupted as we turned mid-speeches to watch a whale breach the surface of the water.“It was a breathtaking sight. “The 5 Lands Walk is rightly becoming one of the biggest tourism events of the year on the Central Coast. “One of reasons the 5 Lands Walk is so successful is because it is run by a dedicated and passionate 

team of volunteers and today I rise to honour and thank them for their commitment and vision, especially Executive Committee members including President Con Ryan, Tony Powell, Pauline Wright and Lindsay Cunningham, as well as the many sponsors, surf clubs and around 500 volunteers that have made the 5 Lands Walk such a unique and memorable event on the Central Coast calendar,” said Ms Wicks.

Media release, 24 Jun 2014David Fellows, 5 Lands WalkMedia release, 23 Jun 2014Tim Sowden, offi ce of Lucy Wicks MP

5 Lands Walk 
exceeds all expectations

Over 17,000 locals and visitors participated in the 5 Lands Walk held on Saturday, June 21.

Walkers enroute from MacMasters Beach and (inset) Swimsuit sculpture by Avoca artist Wilhelmina Vilar
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Remembrance Day remembered 

Crs Vicki Scott, Deanna Bocking and Hillary Morris voted against the decision.Kibble Park is classifi ed as ‘Community’ land and zoned RE1 under the LEP 2014.The former site of Eliza 

St that bisects Kibble Park is classifi ed as ‘Operational’ land and zoned RE1 under the LEP 2014.Council will now lodge the relevant documentation to subdivide and reclassify the library and Kibble Park 

Cafe portions of Kibble Park to ‘Operational’ and commence processes to rezone the two portions along with the former site of Eliza St to an appropriate zoning to allow current and future uses.

According to the report to council by the Department of Community Growth, the Gosford City Library will relocate to the nearby ‘Kibbleplex’ facility and the current library building will be used for another, yet to be determined use.The Kibble Park Cafe building is currently used for commercial restaurant 

activities and this is likely to continue into the futureThe report stated that in order to deal with the current and possible future uses and any lease tenures of the library and Kibble Park Cafe buildings, it is recommended that the two portions of land be subdivided from the main Kibble Park site, reclassifi ed 

and rezoned appropriately to allow for commercial uses.Cr Gabby Bowles was a strong advocate for the rezoning and said it was the sensible thing to do. 

Gosford Council agenda GRO.26, 28 Oct 2014

Part of Kibble Park to be
 rezoned for commercial use

Gosford Council has given consent, although not unanimously, to the lodgement of applications to subdivide, reclassify and rezone the land occupied by Gosford City Library, Kibble Park Cafe and former Eliza St portions of Kibble Park, Gosford.

The Remembrance Day ceremony in Gosford on November 11
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The plan has attracted high interest from all parts of the community over the past three years, receiving more than 1500 submissions during the public exhibition period. The adopted plan will now be forwarded to the Department of Planning and Infrastructure for Ministerial approval.Mayor of Gosford Cr Laurie Maher praised the extensive work by Council staff in developing the LEP and also acknowledged the role of widespread community consultation and public exhibition as to why such a favourable result had been achieved for the City of Gosford.As a result of the public exhibition period from February 10, 2010, to April 8, 2010, submissions were grouped into four themes comprising environment, business, community and 

miscellaneous.“Council staff have worked tirelessly over a number of years through the community consultation process to allow our community to help create the blueprint for the direction of the entire Gosford LGA.Deputy mayor Cr Craig Doyle said the LEP has been a “very trying process and I’m very glad it’s over”.“The last time one of these was done was 1979 so it’s been a long time since we’ve gone to such depth from my point of view,” he said.“It’s not the ultimate solution it’s probably maybe a 90 per cent solution.“We’ve still got a few things that we need to review and do.“It will be an ongoing change, for such a signifi cant document.“It’s been four years in the making it’s a great relief 

in its current state to have it forwarded to the minister,” said Cr Doyle.“We’re not going to make everybody happy with this.“There are winners and there are losers,” he said,Cr Chris Holstein agreed that “not everyone will be satisfi ed but that was always going to be the case”.“These zoning changes started by former planning minister Frank Sartor several years ago has raised much debate in that time.“I believe council did well on a very diffi cult and complex issue,” he said.Mayor Cr Maher said the document is a great outcome for the Gosford Local Government Area and a signifi cant achievement for Council.“I look forward to seeing the benefi ts for both the community and local environment,” he said.Gosford City Council’s 

Local Environment Plan 
forwarded to the Minister

Gosford Council has adopted the Gosford Draft Local Environment Plan 2009 (DLEP) at an Extraordinary Council Meeting on Tuesday, May 31.

Director of Environment and Planning Ms Colleen Worthy-Jennings said the plan will focus on a number of key areas, while still protecting our natural environment.“The adoption of the LEP will focus employment opportunities around centres and industrial areas to cater for future growth, whilst reinforcing the protection of Gosford’s unique environment and in particular the Coastal Open Space System (COSS). The plan will provide to the community a modern document in a format consistent with other Councils,” added Ms Worthy-Jennings.

Council Agenda ENV 34, 31 May 2011Media Release, 31 May 2011Media Statement, 2 June 2011Chris HolsteinMedia Statement, 2 June 2011Craig Doyle

The move was welcomed by member for Dobell Mr Craig Thomson and member for Robertson Ms Deborah O’Neill.Ms O’Neill said she is looking forward to working with her Central Coast colleagues at all levels of government to make sure the F3 to M2 Link gets priority for future funding. “Craig and I understand how important the F3 is in the daily lives of Central Coast commuters and the key role it plays in our regional economy.“A strong alliance across the Central Coast, Northern Sydney and beyond gives us the best chance of ensuring the F3 to M2 Link doesn’t get overlooked when the O’Farrell Government decides its infrastructure priorities,” said Mr O’Neill.Ms O’Neill is urging Central Coast commuters to join her in pressuring the O’Farrell Liberal Government to do its fair share to deliver an F3-M2 Link.“On Sunday 15 May the Federal Treasurer Wayne Swan said he would seriously consider any proposal the NSW Government put forward to him on an F3 to M2 Link,” said Ms O’Neill.“Sadly, Liberal representatives across the Central Coast have backed away from taking their fair share of the load,” she said.To kick off her campaign Ms O’Neill held a community meeting on Saturday, May 28, at Kariong 

Neighbourhood Centre.“Central Coast residents don’t have time for a blame game,” said Ms O’Neill.“We need this critical piece of infrastructure.“Every hour on the road is an hour away from family, friends and our Coast lifestyle,” said Ms O’Neill.“For a massive $5 billion project like the F3-M2 Link, the only way we can move forward is by locking in state funding and private funding, as well as federal funding.“That’s why I was alarmed to hear the Liberal Minister for the Central Coast, Chris Hartcher’s comments on the F3-M2 issue.“He said: ‘The F3-M2 Link is a federal responsibility’.“In light of Mr Hartcher’s denial of responsibility, it is clear to me that someone on the Coast needs to take the lead in getting this important infrastructure project on track. “That’s why over the coming weeks I will work to form an F3-M2 Alliance with like-minded people from the Central Coast, Northern Sydney, transport and commuter groups, with a view to getting the NSW Government to take this project seriously,” she said.

Media Release, 26 May 2011Matt Pulford, Offi ce of Deborah O’Neill MPMedia Release,22 May 2011Matt Pulford, Offi ce of Deborah O’Neill MP

See page 5 for opposition response

Councils 
argue for 
F3 link

Gosford and Wyong Council’s have both passed resolutions to form a whole of government regional partnership to argue for the long-awaited F3 to M2 link which is currently on hold by the NSW Liberal Government.

Aerial view of Gosford and the surrounding area
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Jim Macfadyen, Memeber for Robinson Deb O’Neill, Edgar Adams and Vicky Scott

Gosford Council’s general manager Mr Peter Wilson said the rollout is the product of a regional approach from organisations across the Central Coast.“We have worked collaboratively with Wyong Shire Council, Regional Development Australia Central Coast, State and Federal Members, local community groups, and business leaders within the region to gain this key infrastructure for the benefi t of our community. “The rollout of the NBN 

will represent a signifi cant leap in the communications capabilities available to residents and businesses within the Gosford CBD and Long Jetty,” said Mr Wilson.Mr Wilson said that current projects within the Gosford CBD will benefi t considerably from early access to the NBN.“The rollout of the NBN will assist in the redevelopment of the Gosford CBD in attracting organisations to re-locate to what will be an ideal environment to do business.

“It represents the opportunity for training and development of youth and the unemployed while also giving new and existing business the chance to innovate, grow and develop.“This is a major boost for infrastructure and business on the Central Coast and I look forward to the immense benefi t that will be felt across our entire region,” said Mr Wilson.

Media Release, 19 Oct 2011Gosford Council Media

Council welcomes 
NBN

Gosford Council has welcomed the announcement that the Gosford CBD and Long Jetty will be included in the rollout of the National Broadband Network (NBN).

At the offi cial ceremony, NSW Rural Fire Service (NSWRFS) commissioner Shane Fitzsimmons thanked the Brigade volunteers for their commitment, and praised them for their longstanding and dedicated service.“This purpose-built station is a tremendous boost for local volunteer fi re-fi ghters and the community they protect, providing them with signifi cantly upgraded operating and training facilities,” commissioner Fitzsimmons said.The commissioner also acknowledged the brigade for their fundraising efforts which helped secure the project.“More than $30,000 was raised by the volunteers, which is a commendable 

achievement and an indication of the brigade’s standing within the community.“These funds have enabled the brigade to acquire many key items for the new station, including offi ce furniture, an additional rainwater tank and whitegoods.“This new station represents the Matcham-Holgate Brigade’s commitment to the bush fi re and emergency protection of their community,” he said.C o m m i s s i o n e r Fitzsimmons said the new station included space for three fi re-fi ghting trucks, storage for essential equipment, kitchen facilities, additional training space and improved operations and administrative resources.

“The Matcham-Holgate Brigade has a proud history of protecting its local community for more than fi ve decades, as well as towns and cities further afi eld when the call for help has gone out.“I congratulate the members for their hard work in bush fi res and other emergencies and thank them for their unwavering dedication, both to the NSW Rural Fire Service and their community.“I am sure this new facility will serve them well into the future,” commissioner Fitzsimmons said.

Media release, 15 Oct 2011NSW RFS State Duty Media Offi cer

The news came after NBN Co, the company established to construct and operate the NBN, released its inaugural 12-month national rollout plan.The plan on the Central Coast is to connect to 11,200 premises in Gosford and 11,600 premises in Long Jetty, before progressing to other areas.“This is exciting news and further evidence that the NBN is well and truly a reality, rolling out on the Central Coast and right across Australia,” said member for Shortland Ms Jill Hall.“This result is a testament to what we can achieve on the Central Coast when we work together.”Member for Dobell Mr Craig Thomson said investment in the NBN was essential for the Central Coast to be part of an innovative knowledge-based Australian economy in the future.“This will be an enormous boost for Long Jetty and, in time, across the whole Coast,” said Mr Thomson.

“When complete, the NBN will provide access to high-speed broadband to 100 per cent of Australian premises.“Under Labor, every home, school, hospital and business will receive high-speed broadband via the NBN – no one will miss out.” Member for Robertson Ms Deborah O’Neill described the educational benefi ts of the rollout as “massive”.“High-speed broadband will change the way schools such as Henry Kendall, Tuggerah Lakes Secondary College The Entrance Campus, and Gorokan High access information and communicate with each other.“The NBN will provide opportunities for collaborative learning between institutions in Australia and overseas.“The rollout is fantastic news for Gosford, connecting us to the global economy.“It will provide a great incentive for the long-awaited revitalisation of 

the city centre and its surrounds,” she said.Ms Hall also welcomed the improvement the NBN would mean for regional healthcare services. “Video consultations, remote and real time diagnosis of tests and scans, and the high-speed secure transfer of medical imaging and patient records will soon become possible,” said Ms Hall.All Central Coast Labor members paid tribute to the work of Dave Abrahams and Edgar Adams of the Central Coast Broadband Steering Group, Gosford and Wyong Councils, and Regional Development Australia Central Coast for their combined efforts in delivering an early rollout. “Our united approach was a key factor in our successful lobbying for an early rollout on the Coast,” said the three Labor MPs.

Media Release, 18 Oct 2011Matt Pulford, Offi ce of Deborah O’Neill MP

GBID manager Mr Paul Brasch said: “Today’s (18 October) announcement by member for Robertson Deborah O’Neill, the member for Shortland Jill Hill and the member for Dobell Craig Thomson that 

Gosford and Long Jetty will be the fi rst areas on the CentralCoast to benefi t from the NBN fi bre rollout is very welcomed news.”“We applaud this announcement and 

look forward to Gosford businesses and homes enjoying a high-speed and effi cient broadband service,” said Mr Brasch.

Media Release, 18 Oct 2011Paul Brasch, GBID

Gosford to receive 
fi bre optics fi rst

Matcham-Holgate fi re 
station opened

GBID welcomes NBN
The Gosford Business Improvement District (GBID) has welcomed the news that Gosford will be one of the fi rst areas on the Central Coast to receive the National Broadband Network rollout in 2012.

NBN Co has announced that construction works for the NBN fi bre rollout will begin at Gosford and Long Jetty by April next year. 

The new $479,000 Matcham-Holgate Rural Fire Brigade fi re station was offi cially opened on Saturday, October 15.
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He commenced by referring to the previous day as a very black day for Gosford City.He said that as a result of Council’s unanimous decision to progress only stage one of the project to the Minister for endorsement, he visited the Central Coast Regional Development Corporation (CCRDC) to discuss the future of the project.He claimed that, at this meeting, the general manager and the chairman both informed him that they believed the project to be “dead in the water”.The mayor went on to say that stage one of the project currently lacked funding, and that he was therefore going to speak to the NSW premier in order to see whether the state government was prepared to provide financial assistance for that part of the project.He went on to criticise the media, by claiming that the project was killed by an aggressively negative campaign against it.According to the mayor, the project was put on display in order to get feedback from the public, however, some of the feedback had been extremely negative and, as a result, the entire project is in doubt.He said that he felt that some people were against all development in Gosford, and that the city 

would suffer as a result, citing the failed Spurbest project as an example.The project to which the mayor was referring involved a $105 million proposal submitted to Council in early 2003, authored by property development group Spurbest. If completed, the project would have seen a six-tower mix of residential, hotel, commercial, retail and cinema buildings spread along Mann St and the waterfront, amounting to 18 storeys in a seven storey zone (scaled down from the 24 storeys which were in the initial proposal).Council opposed the development at the time on the basis of its height and proposed aesthetics.The State Government at the time, as overseen by Bob Carr, was supportive of the proposal and employed ex-Sydney City planner and Planning Institute president John McInerney to resolve the issues prior to the upcoming election.However, his efforts, in addition to those of his successors Frank Sartor and Bill Kerr, were unsuccessful.Further information was sought from CCRDC but at the time of going to press a response had not been received

Cec Bucello, 14 Mar 2012

“Black day” 
for 

Gosford

At a Gosford City Chamber of Commerce and Industry (GCCCI) luncheon held on Wednesday, March 14, at the Gosford Golf and Function Centre, Gosford mayor Cr Laurie Maher spoke about the progress of the Gosford Landing project.

The Gillard Government has committed $28.59 million to the project along with a $10 million contribution from the NSW Government.“Today we’ve achieved another milestone in bringing a cancer centre to Gosford and that’s going to make a big difference to this community because at the moment people have to travel for cancer treatment, either in Newcastle or Sydney, with all of the additional stress and strain that means for them, at what is for them already a diffi cult time of their lives,” Prime Minister Gillard said.“All week in Parliament we’ve been talking about 

our labor vision of the future.“Our plan is to make sure our national prosperity is used to benefi t the many, not the few.“To make sure that the vast mass of Australians, working people and retirees, get to see the benefi ts of national prosperity, and that’s one of the things that we can say is being achieved today with this new health infrastructure.”The regional cancer centre will include a comprehensive radiation therapy and an associated cancer service facility at Gosford, and a satellite multidisciplinary clinic and day oncology unit at Wyong Hospital to provide 

cancer services, including prevention and screening treatment, palliative and support care for local people.Construction began on the Cancer Centre in July last year and the project is expected to be complete by March next year.“To have seen the bunkers poured today and to know the community support that’s been behind persuading the Federal Labor government to commit $28 million to getting it off the ground is a great achievement,” Member for Robertson, Ms Deborah O’Neill said.The Government has allocated $670 million 

to projects to help close the gap in outcomes for patients in regional areas and are in the process of constructing 24 Regional Cancer Centres.Eighteen of the projects are now under construction, have early works underway or are in the design phase.“Labor’s health reforms are also providing more health services closer to home, with more than 60 GP Super Clinics, including the Southern Central Coast GP Super Clinic in Robertson, more than 400 primary health care infrastructure grants, 4600 practice nurses, and telehealth consultations”, Prime Minister Gillard said..

Media Release, 23 Mar 2012 Annie Williams, Offi ce of Julia Gillard PM

Prime Minister marks 
progress of regional

 cancer centre

Prime Minister Julia Gillard and MP Deborah O’Neill together marked another step towards the establishment of a cancer centre at Gosford Hospital on Friday, March 23, with the pouring of concrete for one of three radiation oncology bunkers at the new Central Coast Regional Cancer Service.
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All of the nomination forms for Central Coast Alliance were completed and handed to one of the candidates on Cr Freewater’s ticket to submit while he was in Scotland supporting his son in the world championships of highland dancing.“This person decided to wait until half an hour before the close of nominations to submit the paperwork and then realised that they hadn’t brought the form with all the candidates’ signatures.“Subsequently, they went home to look for it and 

by the time they got back, nominations had closed.“Therefore, not only did they not submit the group nomination, they didn’t submit [the forms for] any of the candidates at all.“That’s it - all over red rover,” said Cr Freewater.The person handling the nominations for the Central Coast Alliance came into the offi ce of Ducks Crossing Publications shortly after nominations had closed to cancel booked advertising in view of missing the deadline.He said he was “devastated” in missing the 

nominations by one minute and was too upset to make further comment.Number fi ve on the ticket Mr Jake Cassar said he was disappointed and it was unfortunate it was left until the last half an hour.“I guess the whole group should take some responsibility to a point.“It’s remarkable how it could come down to those last few minutes, but rules are rules.“The real losers in this are the community because I think we had a really, really great team of genuine community leaders that are 

out there in the community making a difference.“Me personally, I’m not deterred from any of the things I’m doing for the environment and social justice,” he said.Cr Freewater said he had worked hard for the last four years to clean up Gosford Council and had made a pretty good fi st of it.“I saved Coastal Open Space System (COSS) from getting a recreation zoning that would allow sporting fi xtures and hotels; I got the entrance [to Brisbane Water] dredged so boats wouldn’t get trashed on the rocks; I helped secure Bambara.“I showed the community that they can stand up to Gosford Council and 

expose them.“I also played a major role in the retiring of the general manager and so now we can make a clean start with a new one.“My concern is that many of the old councillors will still be there and I believe it would be better if the new Council were to grow out of fresh, fertile soil.“So with this in mind, please don’t vote Labor, Liberal, Central Coast First or Craig Doyle; you’ll just be throwing the same old fertiliser on the new general manager.“I think Kate da Costa and Hillary Morris would be excellent councillors if you don’t mind the fact that they’re Greens. 

“I’d like to thank all those people in the community that have supported me and written to me or called me to thank me for things I’ve done.“It was really good to hear people say ‘thank you’.“I’m just sorry I won’t be there for another term to ‘keep up the good fi ght’,” said Cr Freewater.He said he would now be able to return to being a marine scientist and spending more time with his family. 

Email, 9 Aug 2012 Peter Freewater, Horsfi eld BayKaitlin Watts, 10 Aug 2012 Jake Cassar, West Gosford

Central Coast Alliance 
fail to nominate

Central Coast Alliance candidates now unable to stand for Council election

Gosford Cr Peter Freewater has said so long to local government after his nine candidate party failed to submit its nomination forms in time.
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In preparation for the expected conditions a pre-emptive emergency, under section 44 of the Rural Fires Act, was declared for the Gosford Local Government area.The emergency declaration provided the incident management team with the ability to coordinate interagency resources and have access to support agency resources and funding if it was required.An Incident Management Team (IMT) was established at the Fire Control Centre at Kariong, representing the various coordination agencies.IMT’s are generally set up once an incident develops to 

a signifi cant or major level.In this case, the weather conditions and fi re activity across the State resulted in a pre-emptive IMT being established.

In addition, a Rural Fire Service strike team consisting of fi ve heavy tankers and crew remained on standby at the Fire Control Centre for quick response.

Fire and Rescue NSW also had a Strike positioned on the Central Coast.These were in addition to the normal availability of fi re crews.

Support crews, including communications personnel, catering, bulk water and aviation specialists were also placed on standby and assisted behind the scenes 

to bolster the fi re fi ghting capabilities.Fire spotting air craft was also deployed across the region in addition to the local trail bike squad doing their regular patrols.“The preparation and readiness of the fi re fi ghters and support personnel ensured there was an immediate response capability to incidents on the Central Coast,” said NSW Rural Fire Service community safety offi cer Mr Rolf Poole.“Spot fi res are likely to spread fi res kilometres in front of the main fi re front. “Accordingly, it is vital that fi res are detected and reported as quickly as possible so that crews can respond immediately,” said Mr Poole.A similar approach was taken for the heat wave on Tuesday, January 8, with a pre-emptive emergency declared, however, the fi re fi ghting resources were not required. Email, 14 Jan 2013Rolf Poole, NSW Rural Fire Service

Pre-emptive emergency 
declared in Gosford LGA

The strike team and catering personnel on standby over the weekend

The NSW Rural Fire Service undertook a number of strategies on the Central Coast over the weekend of January 12 and 13 in preparation for expected heat wave conditions.

“There is still a need for further refi nement of these fi gures, however, it is of great assistance to Central Coast Charities to allow us to better forward plan,” said Coast Shelter executive offi cer Mr Laurie Maher.“The very nature of homelessness means it will always be diffi cult to obtain exact fi gures. 

“In this Census the ABS have made a genuine attempt to collect more accurate fi gures which is very helpful. “They have quite properly included people staying temporarily with other house holders, couch surfers, and those living in severely crowded dwellings in the total of 1,462 homeless persons on the Central Coast.

“While we accept that there is still the possibility of underestimation, it is great to have some hard data to assist with forward planning,” Maher stated.“With the help of our volunteers, other agencies and Government funding, Coast Shelter has been able to assist increasing numbers of our fellow citizens doing it tough,” 

said Mr Maher.Compared to last fi nancial year, Coast Shelter has been able to provide accommodation to 553 homeless persons compared to 490 persons in the year before.“We were able to provide other assistance to 1,983 persons to help them retain their accommodation, fi nd other options or at least help them cope better with their homelessness.“From our new Coast 

Community Centre, Coast Shelter is able to provide numerous services including legal advice, no interest loans, meals, showers, assistance with gas and electricity bills, tenancy advice and even haircuts and podiatry checkups,” Maher stated.“With the increased cost of living, higher rents and energy costs, more and more people are having trouble meeting every day expenses. “In winter, many families are forced to choose between 

heating or eating, and unfortunately at Christmas time, it is a choice between gifts or food.“As a result of the wonderful generosity of the Central Coast community, Coast Shelter distributed special food hampers and gifts to make Christmas a little more enjoyable for families doing it tough,” said Maher.Media Release, 21 Dec 2012Heidi Blyth, Coast Shelter

1462 homeless persons on the Coast
The Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) has, for the fi rst time, released a detailed Census report for the Central Coast on homelessness.
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The corridor is used by some 75,000 cars and 7,000 trucks a day, with freight volumes predicted to nearly double within the next two decades.The centrepiece of Federal Labor’s plan is $405 million to bring forward the construction of the “missing link” between the F3 and M2.As well as delivering smoother, quicker driving conditions, this new 7.7km dual two lane road tunnel beneath Pennant Hills Rd would also greatly reduce traffi c congestion through Sydney’s northern suburbs.The project will be 

delivered in partnership with the NSW Government, which will provide the same amount of upfront funding. The balance of the required funding will come from the private sector, with the project expected to go to market within months.In addition to making the F3 to M2 Link a reality, Federal Labor’s plan also funds targeted improvements to tackle congestion and improve safety along the existing F3, including widening the section between Tuggerah and Doyalson, widening the section between Kariong and Somersby, upgrading 

the Kariong Interchange and upgrading the Weakleys Dr intersection.The staged delivery of these projects could begin as soon as next year and will be jointly funded by the Federal and NSW governments, with each contributing $195.8 million.The extensive upgrade of the road corridor between Sydney and Central Coast is part of the much larger Federally-funded capital works program currently being rolled out across the State.

Media Release,  30 May 2013Offi ce of Julia Gillard PM

Prime Minister in Kariong 
to reaffi rm F3 upgrade

Prime Minister Julia Gillard joined Federal Infrastructure and Transport Minister Anthony Albanese and Member for Robertson Ms Deb O’Neill in Kariong on Friday, May 24, to reaffi rm Federal Labor’s $600 million plan to ease congestion and cut travel times along the F3.

Minister for the Central Coast and Member for Terrigal Mr Chris Hartcher said the intersection upgrade funded by the NSW Government would benefi t motorists by improving safety, reducing delays and lessening congestion. “This key intersection provides a major road link 

between suburbs of the Central Coast and the F3 to Newcastle and Sydney,” Mr Hartcher said.“Importantly the upgraded intersection improves safety for motorists and cyclists by separating traffi c movements and minimising merges.“The upgrade has 

extended the existing right turn lane and provided a second right turn lane from the Central Coast Highway into Wisemans Ferry Rd. “And in another benefi t to road users, the intersection has opened two months ahead of schedule.”Member for Gosford Mr Chris Holstein said work on 

the intersection upgrade commenced in June last year and was carried out by Roads and Maritime Services.“Minor fi nishing work including improved street lighting, building shared paths, fi nal line marking and median upgrades is expected to be completed in late July,” Mr Holstein said. “Traffi c control and reduced speed limits will 

be in place where needed to ensure the safety of workers, motorists and other road users.” Further features of the upgrade included an additional left turn lane from Wisemans Ferry Rd into the Central Coast Highway controlled by traffi c lights, a continuous lane on Wisemans Ferry Rd for southbound vehicles exiting F3, removing the need to merge, a right turn 

bay from Wisemans Ferry Rd onto the northbound on ramp of the F3 to separate traffi c and an off road cycle path. “I thank motorists and nearby residents for their ongoing patience throughout the upgrade and while this essential fi nishing work is carried out,” Mr Holstein said. Media Release, 24 May 2013Caroline Hutcherson, Offi ce of Chris Hartcher MP

$13 million upgrade offi cially opened
The $13 million upgrade to the Central Coast Highway and Wisemans Ferry Rd intersection was fully opened to traffi c on Friday, May 24, two months ahead of schedule and on budget. 

Federal Infrastructure and Transport Minister Anthony Albanese, Prime Minister Julia Gillard, Member for Robertson Ms Deborah O’Neill and Department of Infrastructure and Transport representative Ms Lyn O’Connell
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The new timetable for NSW trains started on Sunday, October 20, and it appears that for those people not travelling to the major Central Coast stations, the changes are detrimental.Dubbed by the NSW Department of Transport as "the biggest timetable change in a generation", the changes aim to generate a number of benefi ts for NSW TrainLink customers.According to the Transport NSW website, the new timetable has been designed by transport experts based on demand, with the goal being to introduce more trains, reduce journey times, make services more consistent and journeys easier to plan.Coast Community News undertook a comparison of the old timetable and the new timetable, focusing on services between Woy Woy and Wyong from 8-9am and 5-6pm, those times being seen as the local peak hour each week day.The biggest difference in the morning period affects passengers travelling from Wyong to Woy Woy, with there now being only one train running between the two stations in that period of time.Passengers used to have the choice between an 8:25am service and an 8:50am service, with the latter being an all stations 

train.However, commuters now have to catch an 8:34am train which stops only at Tuggerah, Gosford and Woy Woy.Passengers travelling to other stations on the line, such as Narara and Niagara Park, will need to consider different services outside the period of 8-9am or fi nd other means of transport.However, for those travelling between Woy Woy and Wyong of a morning, 

the timetable change sees the addition of a new service.On the old timetable, the 8:30am train from Woy Woy terminated in Gosford.Under the new timetable, passengers can catch an 8:20am service which runs all the way through to Wyong.For the afternoon period, there remain two services from Wyong to Woy Woy in the period between 5-6pm.However, the new 

timetable means commuters who fi nish work at 5pm in Wyong will wait longer for their train home.The 5:17pm and 5:26pm trains are no longer, replaced instead by a 5:34pm and a 5:50pm service.With the 5:34pm stopping only at Tuggerah, Gosford and Woy Woy, those wishing to travel to any of the other stations on the line will face a wait time of up to 50 minutes from the time they fi nish work.

If you are travelling directly from Gosford to Wyong in the afternoon, the new timetable means there are six services to choose from between 5pm and 6pm.However, those commuting from Woy Woy to Wyong of an afternoon still only have one train they are able to catch.Irate local commuter, Justin Stanley lives in Ourimbah and commutes each day to Gosford.

Up until October 20, he used to catch the 8:33am service from Ourimbah with the total journey time being approximately fi ve minutes.He now has to catch an 8:47am train from Ourimbah which stops at all stations and takes almost triple the time.It also means he is 15 minutes late to work each day."They just changed it to affect the people who actually work," Mr Stanley said. The alternative is that he catches an earlier train, which gets him to work an hour early.The afternoon journey is not much better for Mr Stanley who will have to wait 40 minutes if he misses his 5:08pm train from Gosford during peak hour.This means that school children wanting to catch a train to school from Niagara Park to Gosford to be there at 9pm have to be at the station an hour earlier at 8.08am for a 5km trip.Local stations were crowded with school children that had been caught out by the new time table, urgently calling their schools on their mobile phones advising them that they would be at least 15 minutes late.At the time Coast Community News went to press, the NSW Department of Transport had not responded to requests for comment.

Lindsey Chu, 21 Oct 2013

Local commuters lose out - 
up to 50 minutes between trains 

during peak hour
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The DCP builds upon the Gosford Waterfront’s new land use framework and provides detailed controls against which to assess future development applications.It is based, where possible, on Gosford Council’s existing controls and particularly those already approved under the 2013 DCP.It outlines the more detailed planning provisions for the built form such as pedestrian amenity, access and environmental management for future development in the Gosford Waterfront and establishes controls for building setbacks and building separations to ensure high amenity.Key features of the 

DCP include enhanced pedestrian connectivity and high quality public domain.According to the DCP, the vision for the Gosford Waterfront is to promote sustainable growth in a manner which will provide a catalyst for the wider revitalisation of the city centre.“The Gosford Waterfront will be a vibrant and active mixed use precinct that will connect the Gosford City Centre to the Brisbane Water foreshore,” states the Plan.“The range of available public amenities and services will attract people of all ages to live in the Gosford Waterfront and Gosford City Centre.“The foreshore edge will be activated and celebrated 

with upgraded open space and key public spaces, pedestrian walkways and cycle ways.”The DCP lists a number of envisaged outcomes for the waterfront which are to be considered in the preparation and assessment of development applications including: an attraction for visitors, residents and workers of the Gosford Waterfront to enjoy the natural beauty of the Brisbane Water; high quality architecturally designed buildings providing a clear distinction between public and private domains; high density residential components with high amenity and water views, proximity to employment, services and recreational facilities; a new restaurant 

zone based along the existing breakwater; high quality landscape features and embellishments attracting visitors and improving the recreational opportunities for residents and workers of the Gosford Waterfront and surrounds; a network of roads, plazas, public spaces, links and waterside pathways; development sympathetic to any signifi cant tree standings and ecologically sensitive environments; potential for new improved boating facilities for a variety boating of activities including public and private moorings; and recognition of the heritage values of the site, while ensuring that future development has due regard to the signifi cance of the item.The DCP has outlined a number of controls in order to achieve the intended objectives.

These controls include, but are not limited to: the provision of cultural and recreation facilities in accessible locations; the provision of a major pedestrian crossing across the Central Coast Highway in a central well-designed location in the vicinity of Baker St and public plaza; compliance of street building alignment and street setbacks; consistent street or public domain frontage heights; a maximum fl oor plate size for commercial buildings of 2,200m2 and a maximum fl oor plate depth (excluding balconies) for residential buildings of 20m; minimum fl oor to ceiling heights of 3.3 metres for commercial offi ce, 3.5 metres for active public uses, such as retail and restaurants, and 2.7 metres for residential; any new public spaces to be designed so that at least 

50% of the open space provided has a minimum of three hours of sunlight between 9am and 3pm on June 21 (Winter Solstice); the maximisation of glazing for retail uses, but break glazing into sections to avoid large expanses of glass; the maintenance of public access to all outdoor areas at all times; the provision of new pedestrian and cycle links between Baker St, Gosford City Highway, Dane Dr and Georgiana Tce; and the maintenance of continuous pedestrian connections around the foreshore.The Gosford Waterfront DCP can be found at http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au.

Gosford Waterfront DCP 2014, 21 Mar 2014

Gosford Waterfront 
Development Control Plan approved

The Gosford Waterfront Development Control Plan (DCP) 2014 came into force on Friday, March 21, following approval by the director-general of Planning and Infrastructure.
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“Creative learners are confident learners and the performing arts offer a unique and dynamic platform for creativity and self-expression,” said Central Coast Grammar School Headmaster Mr Bill Low.“Our professional facility will allow us to build bridges to the broader arts community on the Coast and host large cultural events,” said Mr Low.The $10 million Performing Arts Centre, partially funded by 

donations from the school and local community, features a 750 seat acoustically designed, tiered theatre; large stage; orchestra pit; sound and lighting box; foyers to seat 250 people restaurant style or accommodate 750 people - including an alfresco foyer; catering kitchen; seven learning spaces including a computer lab, a keyboard lab and a spacious drama studio; additional large orchestra rehearsal room, connected by a recording studio to a 

medium rehearsal room; 10 music tutorial studios; instrument store; box office and manager’s office and; staff accommodation.“Central Coast Grammar School has had a strong Performing Arts program since its inception,” said Central Coast Grammar School chairman Mr Ken Jolly.“This wonderful new facility will enable students and teachers to reach even greater heights.“The School partnered 

with nationally acclaimed local artist Neale Joseph to create a series of original artworks to inspire warmth and creativity amongst learners, visitors and performers.“At 44 square metres in total, three enormous 

artworks connect the facility to our coastal landscape and are amongst some of the largest oil paintings we know of in Australia.”Neale Joseph said: “I hope when students and visitors see my artworks 

they will feel uplifted and encouraged to express themselves creatively.” 

Media release, 12 Aug 2014Christine Hodgkinson, Central Coast Grammar School

$10 million Performing Arts 
Centre offi cially opened

Central Coast Grammar School celebrated the opening of its new Performing Arts Centre with an offi cial opening function, followed by a Variety Gala Performance, on Friday, August 15.

Performing Arts Centre auditorium Rear view of the Performing Arts Centre

Performing Arts Centre entrance
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It will continue to trade as Ducks Crossing Publications, while the newspaper side of the organisation will trade under a new business name, 

Central Coast Newspapers.The name Ducks Crossing Publications came about because the offi ce was located at Tascott near an offi cial ducks crossing 

point on Glenrock Parade with an offi cial council road sign warning drivers of ducks crossing the road, often with a number of ducklings in tow.

At that stage, the business only had the one newspaper, so the business name could cover many other publishing and related activities.However, on moving to Gosford and commencing publication of newspapers covering the entire Central 

Coast, it now seems far more appropriate to have a business name which refl ects that, and which represents the core business of the organisation.The address, telephone numbers, bank details and email addresses remain unchanged.

However, new ones have also been created to suit the new name, but they are all redirected to the same areas within the organisation.

1 Jan 2015Cec Bucello, Publisher

New name, same organisation

Commencing in 2015, Ducks Crossing Publications has separated its newspaper business from its other publishing and sales activities.

Mr Stokes said almost $34,000 would be spent to improve local wildlife corridors, while Woy Woy South Public School would receive $2,500 for a project to teach students the benefi ts of recycling and using energy and water sustainably. “This grant will help build upon the Gosford Coastal Open Space System, which is a network of bushland reserves created 30 years ago to protect the 

landscape and habitat,” Mr Stokes said.“This funding will be used to improve existing wildlife corridors to improve the environmental protection this reserve system offers.“Protecting and enhancing the environment of NSW is our shared responsibility and these funding programs support the community to care for their own environments.”Mr Holstein said: “This funding will help improve 

green spaces in our community and empower future generations to value and protect our environment,” Mr Holstein said.“I am very pleased the NSW Government has provided this funding for both of these projects.”

Media release, 18 Dec 2014Andrew Priestley, Offi ce of Rob Stokes MP

Two environmental grants announced
Environment Minister and Minister for the Central Coast Rob Stokes and Member for Gosford Chris Holstein have announced two environmental grants totalling $36,000 to fund new environmental projects in Gosford.

Member for Gosford Mr Chris Holstein, Minister for the Central Coast Mr Rob Stokesand Gosford mayor Cr Lawrie McKinna
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“With problems securing a site for the rally, we were expecting only 200 people, but we exceeded that on the day, and this shows how deep the community’s discontent is with the proposed carbon tax,” said rally spokesperson Mr Darren Jameson.On the lead up to the rally, street stalls at local community shopping precincts were held where residents were invited to sign a petition.“The petition is running strong, with people queuing up to sign it.“We have been happy, but not surprised with the genuine concerns over this proposed Carbon Tax,” he said.“Central Coast residents understand that the proposed carbon tax will increase the costs of living, cost jobs, close business and hurt our international competitiveness, but it will not make a difference to the climate.  

“This was the perfect spot to hold this rally, as it reminds us of the two dimensions in this debate.“The fi rst is to protect the environment, and the second is to protect families, business and jobs, and a Carbon Tax in Australia does neither.“The rally heard that many Central Coast families will be unable to cope with the increased costs of food, fuel and electricity, and with Energy Australia given the green light to raise prices by 18 per cent from the 1st July, electricity will be harder to afford.“What this carbon tax will do to the already unaffordable costs of power, will see that electricity will no longer be a necessity, it will be a luxury,” said Mr Jameson.“The Government has gone to great lengths to say that this is a tax on the country’s biggest 1000 polluters, but the rally heard that the real situation 

was that households will eventually pay, changing nothing.“The fl aw with this proposed tax, is that those that emit higher levels of carbon dioxide won’t pay, as the costs will be passed onto the consumer driving up the prices of virtually everything.“Many in the rally voiced their concerns that the implementation of this tax was hidden from the community prior to the 2010 election, where prime minister Julia Gillard said that there would be no carbon tax under the government that she leads.“The rally saw this as an issue of trust, an issue of truth, and this government has misled the Australia people over implementing a Carbon Tax, and it was evident from the rally that this is not easily forgotten,” said Mr Jameson.Wyong mayor Cr Doug Eaton outlined that he expects the increase costs 

to council under this tax to run into the millions each year.Gosford Cr Jeff Strickson informed the rally of how he saw the proposed tax will affect the Gosford Local Government Area.But it was the point about compensation by Senator Concetta Fierravanti-Wells, the Patron Liberal Senator for the Central Coast that raised the roof, when she said “you only pay compensation when you hurt people”.“The truth is that this proposed tax will hurt families here on the coast,” said Mr Jameson.“We need a government that takes the protection of the environment seriously, a government that gives us real solutions, not just a new tax and we will continue to hold these rallies until they listen,” concluded Mr Jameson.

Media Release, 30 Jun 2011Darren Jameson, Former Liberal candidate for Robertson

Protestors at the Carbon Tax Rally

Carbon Tax rally a success
The fi rst Central Coast No Carbon Tax rally saw hundreds of residents voice their concerns over the Labor-Greens Government’s proposed Carbon Tax at the Gosford Waterfront on Sunday, June 26.

Possible airport locations on the Central Coast are all west of the F3 freeway in the plateau area of Kulnura, Peats Ridge and Somersby.Mayor for Gosford Cr Laurie Maher said the region has been considered as an option for more than a decade.“I think that’s a big step forward for the Central Coast,” said Cr Maher.“It’s a big factory that employs 6000 jobs.“35,000 people a day going down to Sydney on that F3 is not a good look and its terribly demanding on family life and social life generally and it takes money out of the Coast.“We’re really looking to the new government to give us a hand.“We’ve got the three musketeers up here who will be making sure we don’t waste too much time on some of these other peripheral areas like Sydney and Newcastle and just concentrate on the centre 

of the earth, namely the Central Coast.“We might be able to provide the solution for the Federal Government,” said Cr Maher.Cr Maher said the Central Coast has several advantages over Newcastle. “It’s close to Sydney,” he said.“The Government is doing the feasibility on the fast train from Newcastle to Sydney, that could be part of the whole infrastructure. “It’s got the population base of both Newcastle and Sydney, and of course we’ve got a population here of 300,000 locally to go to 400,000 plus,” he said.The debate continues after a new defence report appeared to have ruled Newcastle out of the competition.

Media Release, 24 Jun 2011Kay Williams, Pearl BeachMedia Statement, 27 Jun 2011Laurie Maher

Councils discuss 
possible Coast 

airport
Discussions into whether the Central Coast will house the second international airport service to Sydney took place at the Central Coast Regional Organisation of Councils meeting held on Thursday June 30.

The media release stated that the NSW Government is encouraging Sydney families to relocate their homes from the city to the Central Coast with a $7000 relocation grant available from July 1.Mr Holstein’s offi ce has since said this information is incorrect and the Central Coast is actually part of the Sydney Metropolitan region and Central Coast residents may be eligible to be paid $7000 to move out of the Central Coast if they wish.“It was based on a 

release given to us by the deputy premier’s offi ce,” said Ms Wendy Masula from Mr Holstein’s offi ce.“Unfortunately, after it went out, we were then advised that the Central Coast is part of the Sydney metropolitan area,” she said.Mr Holstein said he apologises for any confusion or inconvenience caused.

Kaitlin Watts, 30 Jun 2011Media Release, 24 Jun 2011Wendy Masula, offi ce of Chris Holstein MP

Confusion over 
relocation grant
Gosford residents have expressed their confusion at a media release put out by member for Gosford Mr Chris Holstein’s offi ce on Friday, June 24, claiming that Sydney families will be paid $7000 to move to the Central Coast.
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The past few weeks has seen the emergence of the “Save our Waterfront” action group in Gosford.The group, who criticized The Landing proposal and labeled it as a “playground for the rich”   publicly stated that the waterfront plan offered was not a good option and urged people not to support it.

“Until recently, they presented as a group who were against progress and change having criticised the offered plans in the media, but not coming forward to identify themselves or offering any alternatives,” said Chamber president Mr Rod Dever.The group has since circulated a plan which, 

according to Mr Dever, supports several of the key aspects of the original Landing proposal but seems fl awed in many aspects. “I applaud these people for having such a strong passion and a public commitment to the future of the City of Gosford,” Mr. Dever said.“The plan, which has 

been offered has been well constructed but simply does not stack up in terms of fi nancial viability or practicality and poses greater environmental impact than any other seen to date.”In August last year, Gosford Council was awarded The RH Dougherty Award for Excellence in Communication, based on its community consultation and communication processes applied to the development of the “Our City – Our Destiny” 

Masterplan.Mr Dever said the Landing at Gosford was designed in accordance with the Masterplan guidelines developed from this process and offers features and facilities for the whole community not just a select group.  “The Gosford City Chamber of Commerce and Industry look forward seeing some work start and having development underway,” said Mr Dever.

“We cannot afford to continue to stall on these projects or they will never get traction or attract the funding and investment that is needed to have a city for the future” he said.

Media Release, 14 Nov 2011 Rod Dever, Gosford City Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Mr Brooks said his group is not against development but the Gosford waterfront should be a “playground for the people, not a playpen for the rich”.

The plan has been created by a city planner, a developer, an architect and a civil engineer, all local people of some standing, said Mr Brooks.

“Our plan does away with the 500 plus apartments in fi ve story residential buildings out into Brisbane Water,” said Mr Brooks.“Having them would 

erect a concrete curtain along Dane Drive.”The plan put forward by Mr Brooks and his group involves a 200-300 fl oating berth marina with a boutique hotel, at a height no higher than the Brian McGowan Bridge.

The plan would also include retail and offi ces further into the CBD, similar to those in Chatswood.“Since we’ve announced this, business leaders, community organisations and individuals in the community are showing 

increasing support for our plan and I believe our open space waterfront should be retained and not sold off to developers.”

Kaitlin Watts, 18 Nov 2011 Interviewee: Malcolm Brooks

1. Working marina2. Residential apartments3. Road viaduct4.Boutique hotel & convention space5. Parking6. 300 berth fl oating marina7. Realign and enlarge underground stormwater8. Expanded special event space9. “The Cove”

10. Westbound entry11. Expanded Lions Park to include pool12.Expanded marina and boat launching facilities13. Existing cenotaph14 & 15. Educational department precinct16. Private sector offi ce towers and hotel17. Southern terminus

18. Tree lined boulevard19. Expanded Kibble Park20. Arts centre, civic centre and town hall21. Bus, rail interchange eastside22. Rail infrastructure 23. Air bridge24. Car park25. Northern termination26. Expand showground

The Landing - an alternative

An alternative plan for the Gosford waterfront has been put forward by a group of concerned citizens including former long serving councillor Mr Malcolm Brooks.

Gosford chamber reaffi rms Landing support

The Gosford City Chamber of Commerce and Industry Inc has reaffi rmed its sound commitment and support of the Gosford City Masterplan and the offi cial proposal for The Landing at Gosford currently being displayed. 

Legend
(See www.duckscrossing.org/The_Landing/ The_Landing_-_an_alternative.pdf)
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Mr Hazzard said the Central Coast Regional Development Corporation would continue to pursue plans to rezone land for commercial, recreation, entertainment and tourism facilities on public land adjoining the existing Gosford CBD and extending towards the waterfront. He said Stage One of The Landing at Gosford project would have signifi cant public benefi ts and was being supported by Gosford Council. “Stage One proposes a range of community facilities including a much-needed regional performing arts and conference centre, a new restaurant and cafe precinct for the Gosford Breakwater area, a civic park and foreshore boardwalk, and a new pool and indoor recreation centre,” Mr Hazzard said. “There is also a proposal for a new hotel, and three commercial offi ce buildings which have the potential to 

generate signifi cant new employment opportunities on the Central Coast. “These elements of the proposal are consistent with the masterplan for the precinct which was prepared in 2010 by Gosford Council and the NSW Government and received strong community support.“Furthermore, this land is already in public ownership.”A proposal to rezone 52 hectares of land and water along the waterfront and list the precinct as a State signifi cant site attracted strong community interest when it was publicly exhibited earlier this year, including more than 650 submissions and a 3000-signature petition. Mr Hazzard said the majority of public objections related to stages two and three, including a proposal for six residential fi nger wharves extending up to 110m into the Brisbane Water. “It is clear that the community has serious concerns about the loss of 

public open space along the waterfront, visual and amenity impacts, building heights and traffi c issues,” Mr Hazzard said. “In light of the strong community concerns, the CCRDC will not be proceeding with its proposal to rezone land for Stages two and three at this stage, and is currently preparing a response to submissions and a revised proposal to rezone only the land for Stage one. “The community will have an opportunity to review this revised proposal once it is submitted to the Department of Planning and Infrastructure. “There will need to be substantial further investigations and studies into the development potential of the remaining land along the foreshore, before any rezoning proposal is considered,” Mr Hazzard said. Media Release, 19 Apr 2012 Brad Hazzard, Minister for Planning and Infrastructure

Minister Hazzard to progress 
Stage 1 of The Landing

Minister for Planning and Infrastructure Mr Brad Hazzard has confi rmed his commitment to progress plans for the initial stage of development for the Gosford waterfront precinct. 

Stage 1

Stage 2

Stage 3

1 - Regional Performing Arts and Conference Centre (RPACC)

1a - Anzac MemorialPark

1b - Performance Park

2 - Baker Street (shared zone)

3 - Existing Iguana Joe's

5 - Indoor Pool Recreation Centre

10 - Offi ce Buildings

10a - North Building

10b - Centre Building

10c - South Building

10d - Live / Work Apartments

11 - Gosford Wharf

11a - Restaurant & Cafe Precinct

11b - Point Park

11c - Casual Moorings

12 - Ferry Wharf

15 - Hotel

16 - Gosford City Park

16a - Water Play Area

16b - Regional Playground

16c - Kick-about Area

16d - Rotary Garden

19 - Existing Bluetongue Stadium

Computer generated impression of stage 1
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Go s f o r d Council’s City Centre team is developing a concept and specifi cations for a 21st Century Learning and Enterprise Centre in conjunction with a new City Library. The concept, which is a work in progress, sees the old Town Centre comprehensively renovated to provide a facility on the first floor that maximises the synergies within it and which also provides a lively, engaged facade to the eastern side of Kibble Park.Kibbleplex is the working name for the proposal to use the failed retail centre previously called Town Centre as a jobs generator for the Central Coast.

Head of the project director Colleen Worthy-Jennings said, “while this project is at the concept 

stage and requires some quantification, it has the real potential to deliver jobs as well as the long 

awaited City Library within a reasonable timeframe”.Kiibbleplex is the building now used 

primarily for parking by many people in Gosford, but is otherwise empty.“Too many people from 

the Central Coast have to commute to Sydney or Newcastle for work when they could do their job just a well in Gosford,’ said Ms Worthy-Jennings.“The NBN will provide the speed and reliability needed to have confidence in a telework hub like Kibbleplex.”As well as commuters, the many small businesses on the Coast will be offered space for hire by the day, week or month.Businesses can take advantage of broadband services on an occasional basis without the cost of signing up at home. “This is the way people will work in the future, and we could start the ball rolling in Gosford,” said Ms Worthy-Jennings.Media Release, 31 Aug 2012 Colleen Worthy-Jennings, Gosford Council

21st Century regional 
library proposed

An artist’s impression of Kibbleplex

Following Council’s successful purchase of the Town Centre building principally for commuter car parking, an Expression of Interest was issued for potential operators to conduct activities in the building.

On December 6 last year, Council resolved that “subject to development consent, Council enter into a lease with Commercial HQ (trading as City Markets Gosford Pty Ltd) to lease the ground fl oor of the Gosford Town Centre building”.

A formal lease was entered into on February 1 specifying the “permitted” use as “the operation of markets, outlet stores and specialty shops” on the ground fl oor.Council reformed the City Centre Team with the aim to revitalise the “heart” of 

Gosford, its CBD.One of the immediate projects identifi ed was the redevelopment of the fi rst fl oor of Park Central with a new state of the art City library, business incubator-telework space and a university presence.The team is undertaking market research for specifi c uses and engaging with stakeholders.

A key stakeholder is Commercial HQ as lessee of the ground fl oor.The lessee has invested in the building through refurbishment works on the ground to restore damage caused when previous owners and tenants vacated.In the current economic climate, the lessee has not been successful in attracting retail operators (particularly 

‘market operators’) to the complex, but still retains a valid lease.Discussions with the lessee had centred on Council’s proposed uses and whether the original intended uses on the ground fl oor were complementary.

Gosford Council Agenda ENV.74, 4 Sep 2012

Town Centre Revival Plans

Council to revise 
Town Centre lease

Gosford Council will enter into negotiations with Commercial HG with a view to revising their current lease agreement for the Town Centre building.
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Alternative routes are available to motorists during this closure and include roads parallel to Mann St (Showground Road and Henry Parry Drive), Racecourse Rd and Hill St which provides direct access to the Gosford CBD.Around 9:50pm police from Brisbane Water Local Area Command responded to reports of the fi re.Attending police were 

forced back due to a large amount of smoke from the fi re.Fire and Rescue NSW offi cers attended and extinguished the blaze, with the structure having been totally destroyed.Specialist offi cers then uncovered an amount of asbestos in the building and the structure was deemed unsafe.A number of businesses 

have been affected by the fi re and subsequent road closure including Central Coast Eurocars and Gosford City Suzuki which are located opposite the fi re damaged building.Central Coast Eurocars and Gosford City Suzuki principal dealer Mr Julios Husazarek said the closure severely impacted the access to his business.“Apart from the road 

closure, across the front is an eight foot barrier that we can’t move cars in or out of and, apart from that barrier, we have an asbestos fallout on all the cars which we are not allowed to touch or open until they’re cleaned professionally,” he said.Mr Husazarek, who is also a board member of the Gosford Chamber of Commerce, said he was surprised that the reopening of the main street of Gosford wasn’t made a priority.“My concern is to expedite the opening of Mann St and the cleaning of 

the buildings.“The whole business will have to be hosed down and even the pebbles in the garden will need to be replaced,” he said.Gosford Business Improvement District  (GBID) manager Mr Paul Brasch said the team at GBID were “devastated” when news of the fi re broke.“Zone 3 Laser Tag was an extremely popular business, particularly for youth.“We have been in touch with a number of businesses along that end of Mann St and obviously they are 

doing it tough because of the road closure.“I know Gosford City Suzuki has been heavily advertising and letting their customers know that they are still open.“We’re looking forward to the road re-opening when it is deemed safe.“The sooner the better,” said Mr Brasch.

Kaitlin Watts, 7 Feb 2013Media Release,7 Feb 2013NSW Police MediaMedia Release, 7 Feb 2013Gosford Council Media

Gosford’s main street
 closed for two weeks

Mann St, Gosford, is expected to remain closed until at least the end of the week following a fi re at Zone 3 Laser Tag on Friday, February 1, which compromised the stability and structural integrity of the building.

Photos: ValsPix
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The giant rat-like creature was examined by local environmental activist Mr Jake Cassar and has been described as similar to a brush tailed possum.Mr Cassar said he wasn’t sure it was a brush tailed possum, as it was “a little bit different”.“It has a very elongated skull, very, very long ears, very sharp teeth, much like a rodent and very human-like hands and a long tail.‘It is a very powerful, large creature.“I would love to think it’s something unusual or not 

known, but I’m just really not sure.“There are many different views out there, but whatever happens, I have had a heap of fun and this thing has captured the attention and imagination of thousands,” said Jake.An answer from Quarantine was expected to be received on Monday, July 1, however, it was not available at the time Coast Community News went to press.

Kaitlin Watts, 1 Jul 2013

Unidentifi ed creature still a mystery
An unidentifi ed creature that washed up on Wamberal beach on Tuesday, June 25, is currently being studied by Quarantine in an attempt to identify it.

The invasive weed known as Sicilian Sea Lavender (Limonium hyblaeum) has been known to displace native species in both South Australia and Victoria, but this is the fi rst time it has been found invading natural environments on the Central Coast. National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) acting regional manager, Mr Alan Henderson said that the weed was invading the important saltmarsh vegetation communities on the island.“The weed is displacing native plant species and it can lead to the loss of biodiversity and impact on these fragile and important communities.“Sea lavender is used in cultivated gardens, but 

its escape into natural bushland is devastating to environment and it has now become an invasive weed causing problems on the island,” Mr Henderson said.Coastal saltmarsh is listed under the Threatened Species Conservation Act as an endangered ecological community and provides important habitat for marine and terrestrial animals such as crabs, molluscs, insects and spiders. Fish species also use the area during tidal fl ooding and many migratory wading birds use the areas for roosting and feeding. “Our priority is to rid the island of this weed to help the saltmarsh areas recover and ensure this important habitat is maintained for native species of the Central 

Coast. “We will engage bush regeneration contractors to undertake work to remove the weed,” Mr Henderson said.This will involve hand removal of the weed species and include measures to prevent the weed spreading or recolonising.The dumping of garden refuse into natural areas is one way that weeds can disperse, particularly close to waterways.  The community is reminded to ensure they use appropriate methods for the disposal of garden refuse including green bins supplied by council.

Media release, 21 Jun 2013Susan Davis, National Parks and Wildlife Service

New weed endangers threatened species
A new exotic weed has been discovered on Saratoga Island Nature Reserve in Brisbane Water near Davistown.
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Mr O’Farrell was joined at the Gosford Service NSW centre by minister for the Central Coast and member for Terrigal Mr Chris Hartcher, member for Gosford Mr Chris Holstein and member for The Entrance Mr Chris Spence.“We’re delivering on a key election promise to make government transactions easier to carry out for residents and businesses,” Mr O’Farrell said.“Customers can use Service NSW to register their vehicles or apply for boat and fi shing licences, owner builder permits, and birth and marriage certifi cates.“The 11 service centres 

we’ve opened since July have served more than 100,000 customers, with another 100,000 people calling the 24/7 phone line and 300,000 people visiting the website.“Customer satisfaction across the board is at an impressive 98% and waiting times have been reduced.“For instance, customers at the Kiama outlet are now waiting less than three minutes to be served, while at Haymarket the time is about fi ve minutes.“These are great results that show the NSW government has listened to demand from the community for an easier way to carry out government transactions.”

Mr Hartcher said more services have been added to the 800 transactions on offer.

“Customers can now make Housing NSW payments and apply for Seniors Cards, and will 

soon be able to pay fi nes through Service NSW outlets.”Mr Holstein said the 

Gosford service centre had already served more than 4,500 Central Coast residents and business owners since doors opened three weeks ago.Mr Spence said customers were responding well to the one-stop shop design, extended hours, the ability to make appointments and the professional staff.Gosford deputy mayor Cr Bob Ward also said council was thrilled with the development of the one-stop shop concept.“It fi ts in perfectly with our plans for a more vibrant Gosford CBD,” Cr Ward said.

Media release, 15 Nov 2013Olivia Suzanski, Offi ce of Barry O’Farrell MPLindsey Chu, 15 Nov 2013Interviewee: Cr Bob Ward

NSW Premier opens one-stop shop in Gosford

NSW Premier Mr Barry O’Farrell offi cially opened the fi rst Central Coast branch of the state government’s new one-stop shop service centres in Gosford on Friday, November 15.

Mr Smith said the offi ce caters for the entire Central Coast region and provides assistance in criminal law, family law, child support, care and protection, and civil law matters.“Legal Aid also provides outreach advice services for hard to reach communities like homeless people in San Remo, The Entrance and Woy Woy,” Mr Smith said.Mr Holstein also said the new offi ce was important 

to meet the needs of the growing population on the Central Coast and its increasing demand for free legal services.“It is a state of the art facility combined with competent and caring legal staff,” Mr Holstein said.Over the past three years, the Gosford Legal Aid offi ce has seen an increase in legal advice given by 44%, a tripling of minor assistance cases and a 25% increase 

in the number of duty lawyer services.“Today we have 25 staff and have consolidated the depth of our legal expertise in areas like employment law, child support, debt, housing and social security – issues that really impact on people’s everyday lives,” solicitor in charge Ms Karen Wilson said.Gosford staff have worked hard to build strong relationships with local 

Aboriginal communities and a range of organisations that provide legal and social support to disadvantaged people on the Central Coast.Lawyers also provide services to homeless people in Woy Woy and are part of the Cooperative Legal Service Delivery Program, which aims to improve access to justice for disadvantaged people in regional areas.

Media release, 6 Nov 2013Offi ce ofChris Holstein MP

Attorney-General opens new Gosford Legal Aid offi ce

NSW Premier Mr Barry O’Farrell, Gosford deputy mayor Cr Bob Ward, Gosford Service Centre manager Ms Anna Grono, member for Gosford Mr Chris Holstein

Member for Gosford Mr Chris Holstein with NSW Attorney-General Mr Greg Smith

Mr Smith and Mr Holstein met with staff, members of the legal profession on the Central Coast and community representatives to view the new offi ce space supporting the busy and growing practice.
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“It is only day one and the State Liberals have already lost another senior member of their government.“After losing a Premier to corruption allegations only two weeks ago, and Chris Hartcher resigning in December last year under the same cloud, it’s about time that the alleged activities of this government were investigated,” Senator O’Neill said.The hearing into Operation Spicer began on Monday, April 28, in Sydney with assertions already mounting against a number of senior Liberal Party fi gures.“These allegations go right to the core of the Liberal Party and speak volumes about what they see as their role in government”, Senator O’Neill said.Information provided to the hearing contends that senior Liberal Party fi gures have used private connections to big business and lobbyists to funnel 

donations from developers and other entities into a slush fund worth up to $400,000.Under laws introduced by former Premier O’Farrell, these donations are illegal.“If these allegations are correct, they are completely unacceptable, they are against the law, and they fall well below what the community deserves from their elected offi cials.“This is looking like a root and branch issue of corruption in the Liberal Party, not just a matter of one or two incidents, but an established and organised activity to subvert the Liberal Party’s own donations laws.“The Central Coast deserves a better deal than having four out of six Liberal Members of Parliament called into ICAC,” Senator O’Neill said.“Chris Hartcher, Darren Webber, and Chris Spence faced questions concerning whether they corruptly solicited, received, and 

concealed payments from various sources in return for back room support in deals for their mates.“The Coast deserves to know the truth about what went on at these Liberal Party fundraisers,” said Senator O’Neill.“Former Liberal Premier Barry O’Farrell brought in some of the nation’s toughest political donations laws to stamp out corruption in NSW, but already he has been taken down by these laws for not declaring having received expensive gifts.“Now, Central Coast residents have to watch as four of their local Liberal MPs are questioned about their roles in allegedly dodging these new rules and accepting illegal donations.“Anyone found to have acted corruptly deserves to face the full force of the law,” said Senator O’Neill.

Media releases, 28 & 29 Apr 2014Richard Mehrtens, offi ce of Deborah O’Neill

Senator O’Neill 
slams Central 
Coast Liberals 

involved in 
ICAC hearings

Senator for NSW Deborah O’Neill has described evidence provided at the ICAC hearing on April 28 as an unacceptable abuse of the public trust.

Senator for NSW Deborah O’Neill said ANZAC Day is an opportunity for all Australians to pay tribute to the men and women who have served our nation in wars, confl icts and on peacekeeping operations.“It is also a day for us to recall the terrible cost of war and the precious lives lost by those who defended us and the values we share as Australians who believe in 

democracy, in freedom, and in equality.”Senator O’Neill said ANZAC Day is one of the most important dates in our commemorative calendar. “We give our eternal gratitude to the sailors, soldiers, airmen and women, past and present, who have given so much for us, in this century and the last.“This year is the fi rst year 

where all our servicemen and women who served in Afghanistan will be back with us.“As they settle back in to life at home after many honourable tours of duty, we refl ect on their sacrifi ce and remember those lost in that confl ict.”

Media release, 24 Apr 2014Richard Mehrtens, offi ce of Deborah O’Neill

Hundreds pay tribute at 
ANZAC Day services

Hundreds of Central Coast locals paid tribute to Australian servicemen and women, from all wars and confl icts, at ANZAC Day services in the Gosford LGA on Friday, April 25.

Photos: ValsPix
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The DA seeks approval for the construction of a new multi-storey mixed use building which would comprise of approximately 276 residential units over 18 storeys, 134 hotel rooms over four storeys, pool and gym facilities, four levels of podium car parking, two levels of mixed use tenancies and basement parking and bicycle storage areas.The development would be spread over an integral podium from basement to level fi ve, above this the hotel and residential apartments would be split over two towers, the eastern tower would run up to level 28 and the western tower to level 26.The site covers an area 5,462sqm with three street frontages to Mann St, Donnison St and Baker St.The existing development consists of fi ve two-storey buildings with commercial tenancies occupying four of the buildings and the Union Hotel occupying the other.A bitumen car park with 67 parking spaces currently abuts these tenancies along Donnison St and Baker StThe subject site is heritage listed with the Union Hotel existing on 

the site at the corner of Donnison St and Mann St since 1888.The original hotel building has been highly modifi ed, with portions demolished to the north, the roof removed, most of the windows removed or modifi ed, the Victorian veranda removed and substantial newer additions towards the west.The application proposes to retain the pub/hotel use by incorporating a licenced bar into level one and hotel on levels fi ve to eight.According to the Statement of Environmental Effects, the proposed development seeks to achieve Gosford Council‘s strategic vision to intensify housing and commercial development, including tourism based functions and meet its urban design outcomes including establishing a podium building with setback towers above, creating emphasis at the corner of Donnison St and Mann St, maintaining view corridors, avoiding overshadowing of Kibble Park and creating interesting, high quality building form.

DA46256, 1 Sep 2014

28 storey development
 for Gosford CBD

A $157 million development application is currently being advertised with Gosford Council for a proposed Mariners Plaza at 108-118 Mann St, Gosford.

An artist’s impression of the proposed Mariners Plaza

200 EDITIONS!

The NSW 
E n v i r o n m e n t 

Protection Authority 
(EPA) has renewed 
the five-year licence 
without significant 
change to pollution 
controls at Delta 
Electricity’s Vales 
Point Power Station 
at Mannering Park.

The licence renewal 
comes soon after the 
NSW EPA ordered Delta 
Electricity to clean up a 
huge part of the plant’s 
ash dam after asbestos 
was found in building 
waste fill.

Mannering Park 
Progress Association 
secretary Sue Wynn said: 
“This is so disappointing 
for our communities 
and the whole of NSW 
because the fine particles 
and pollution doesn’t 
just stay over us. If we 
and Sydney want more 
poor air quality days, 
this government has just 
delivered it,”

The review covered 
three of the five coal-fired 
power stations in NSW 
– Vales Point, Origin’s 
Eraring power station 
and Energy Australia’s 
Lithgow plant.

EPA reviews concluded 
that it was not warranted 
to impose a requirement 
to significantly upgrade 
those power stations.

It said that air pollution 
standards here were 
similar elsewhere in 
Australia and that air 

pollution was low by 
world standards.

However, the 
Environmental Justice 
Australia (EJA) says that 
currently, all three power 
stations do not have 
pollution controls fitted 
that are standard in other 
countries such as Europe, 
the US and China, to limit 
toxic pollutants by more 
than 85 percent.

EJA director of 
advocacy and research 
Nicola Rivers said the 
EPA had effectively given 
those coal-fired power 
stations a licence to harm 
our communities.

“There are pollution 
control measures 
available now that could 
save lives and safeguard 
the health of affected 
communities, yet the 
EPA has baulked on its 
responsibility to make 

these coal-fired power 
stations install them,” she 
said.

“With a state election 
coming up in March, 
we’re calling on the (NSW 
Liberal government) and 
the (Labor Opposition 
Leader) Michael Daley to 
commit to clean up this 
mess before more people 
suffer from the serious 
health impacts of toxic 
coal pollution.”

State Member for 
Swansea Yasmin Cately 
has previously made 
a submission to the 
Minister on the Vales 
Point Power Station 
licence renewal.

“Any review of the 
existing licences are 
an opportunity for the 
EPA to ensure residents 
in Mannering Park and 
surrounding suburbs are 
not adversely affected by 

pollution from the power 
station,” she said.

“A NSW Labor 
Government will review 
licences with the view to 
moving towards world’s 
best practices.”

EJA claims coal-
fired stations are the 
state’s biggest source 
of toxic air pollutants 
and an independent US 
pollution control expert, 
Dr Ron Sahu, who made 
submissions on all three 
licences, identified a 
range of options for 
overdue pollution control 
and observed that these 
controls were mandatory 
in most countries.

Submissions to the 
EPA reviews were made 
by the NSW Nurses and 
Midwives Association, 
the Climate and Health 
Alliance, Doctors for the 
Environment Australia, the 

Australian Conservation 
Foundation, the Nature 
Conservation Council of 
NSW and Central Coast 
Council.

 Dr Ben Ewald, 
Newcastle GP and 
member of Doctors for 
the Environment, said 
the decision makers in 
the EPA were ignoring 
compelling health 
reasons to clean up power 
station air pollution.

“Modern pollution 
controls are required 
on vehicles, so why not 
power stations,” he said.

Dr Ewald is the author 
of the recently released 
report called The Health 
Burden of Coal-fired 
Power in NSW.

EJA criticised the 
consultation process, 
claiming the EPA 
minimised community 

involvement in the 
review process by 
not notifying polluted 
communities or public 
interest organisations 
-  concluding the review 
over Christmas, earlier 
than expected - and 
refusing to allow an 
extension of time for 
submissions.

“The EPA failed 
to conduct a proper 
public consultation – 
our organisation ran 
community consultations, 
convened six public 
meetings throughout 
the state ….several 
thousand people made 
submissions expressing 
overwhelming support 
for the power stations to 
install emission controls 
to reduce pollution.

“In our view, the EPA 
has mismanaged this 
process and fallen short 
of their legal duty to 
protect NSW residents 
and the environment from 
pollution.

“We believe there is a 
compelling case to review 
the pollution licences for 
all five coal-fired power 
stations in NSW and to 
demand that they install 
best practice pollution 
controls.” 

SOURCE: Media Release 
Jan 30

Environmental Justice 
Australia, Doctors for the 

Environment Australia 
and Nature Conservation 

Council.
Media Statement Feb 4

Swansea MP Yasmin Cately
Sue Murray, Journalist
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Power station pollution 
control licence renewedCentral Coast Mayor, 

Jane Smith, has 
stressed the need 

for Council to enforce its 
own planning controls, 
after an application 
for a shop top housing 
development at 5-7 
Church St, Terrigal, was 
refused at the final 
Council meeting for 
2018.

Smith moved for refusal of 
the application, which would 
have comprised two ground-
floor shops, 12 residential 
units and 23 onsite car-
parking spaces, against the 
advice of Council staff, making 
special mention of its level of 
non-compliance.

She said the development 
exceeded the number of 
storeys by 25 per cent, had 
no setback to Hudson La, and 
no communal space had been 
provided.

Smith said members of 
the community spent a lot of 
time and effort contributing 
to the development of local 
environment plans and 
development control plans 
with the expectation they 
would be enforced.

“Both the former Gosford 
and Wyong Councils had a 
reputation for not enforcing 
their own planning controls,” 
she said.

“So I had hoped that as a 
new Council, we could provide 
certainty to our community 
and to developers by adopting 
a more reflective decision 
making process.”

Smith said previous ICAC 
reports showed problems 
were created when councils 
didn’t enforce their planning 
controls.

A report from Council’s 
Environment and Planning 
Directorate had recommended 
that Council grant conditional 
consent to the proposal, but 
in a narrow vote, Councillors 
voted, seven to six, to refuse 
consent for the $10.7M 
development in the B2 Local 
Centre zone.

“The development, as 
it currently stands, has 
significant non-compliance 
with the Development Control 
Plan (DCP),” Smith said.

“To approve this development 
when there is such non-
compliance with the DCP 
would create an expectation 
for similar concessions.

“Although the DCP perhaps 
doesn’t have the strength of 
a Local Environment Plan, and 
one non-compliance may be 
considered acceptable, to have 
so many non-compliances 

sets a poor precedent for 
future development in Terrigal 
CBD.”

Clr Kyle MacGregor, who 
seconded the motion, said: 
“The most important issue we 
are dealing with here is what 
is the point of having planning 
controls if people won’t comply 
with them?

“I believe we should be 
getting people to do their best 
to comply.

“In the event there is massive 
variation and they are unable 
to comply. then I think we’ve 
got to have a pretty stringent 
look at that and really go over 
the detail of it. and try and 
find a better outcome for the 
community.”

The refusal was based on 
three points, with the resolution 
saying that: “The development 
is not in the public interest as 
it will create an expectation 

that similar non-compliance 
with Council’s planning 
controls is acceptable; the 
development exceeds the 
number of storeys by 25 per 
cent; the external wall height 
is a 23.55 per cent variation; 
maximum width of enclosed 
floor space at the fifth level 
has exceedance of between 
10 and 26 per cent; no setback 
to Hudson La, representing 
100 per cent variation; no 
communal space is provided, 
representing 100 per cent 
variation; no deep soil zones 
are provided, representing 100 
per cent variation; and, no side 
boundary setbacks for visual 
privacy, representing 100 per 
cent variation.

Source:
Agenda item 3.1, Dec 10

Central Coast Council ordinary 
meeting

Jackie Pearson, journalist
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Excessively non complying 
Terrigal development rejected

The public exhibition 
period for the 
revised Draft 

Development Control 
Plan Chapter relating 
to Tree and Vegetation 
Management has been 
extended by Central 
Coast Council to January 
28.

This extension, based 
on community feedback, 
will provide residents with 
additional time to lodge a 
submission on the important 
harmonisation of tree and 
vegetation management 
works policies across the 
Central Coast.

If adopted following 
exhibition, the existing Wyong 
and Gosford Development 
Control Plans (DCP) would 
be amended to include the 
revised Chapter providing the 
community with a consistent 
policy until such time as 
Council adopts a Consolidated 
DCP.

Council’s revised policy 
relates to urban and 
environmental zoned lands, 
and requires a land owner 
to obtain a permit before the 
pruning or removal of any 
tree or any vegetation located 
greater than three metres from 
a house or other approved 
building, where the proposed 
pruning or tree removal is not 
covered by a set of nominated 
exemptions.

Council may also issue 
permits for minor clearing of 
land not associated with new 
development, and where the 
clearing does not exceed the 
specified threshold.

This revised policy accords 
with recent NSW Government 
Land Management and 
Biodiversity Conservation 

reforms and will provide 
greater clarity for residents.

The Community Environment 
Network (CEN) has asked 
its members to make 
submissions to “help save the 
trees in the back yards of the 
Central Coast”.

“If the draft Chapter is not 
amended, trees will be lost 
unnecessarily,” a CEN direct 
mailout to members said.

“The draft Chapter generally 
requires landowners to 
obtain a permit from Council 
to remove or prune a tree, 
but the draft also describes 
exemptions to avoid having to 
obtain a Council permit.

“Under the proposed Chapter, 
trees may be removed without 
a permit if ‘evidence’ is 
provided by an arborist with 
Trade (AQF3) qualifications 
that they are dead or pose a 
risk to persons or property, and 
are not required as habitat for 
native fauna.

“AQF3 training does not 
cover tree species, diseases, 
assessment or reporting.

“Most tree-removers hold 
AQF3 qualifications.

“Since tree-removers are 
paid to remove trees, they 
have a clear conflict of interest 
if they are authorised to 
condemn trees.

“In addition, Council should 
recognise the value of non-
native trees.

“In some areas, maples, 
jacarandas and other large 
exotics provide the only 
canopy. These should be 
retained while more natives 
are introduced.”

Source:
Media release, Nov 27

Central Coast Council media
Email, Dec 2

Community Environment 
Network

The subject land

Public exhibition of 
draft Tree and 

Vegetation Management 
policy extended
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Please Call 1800 842 055
or

Visit www.compactlifts.com.au
for a FREE no obligation survey or for a FREE Brochure

Stairlifts 

Open Door, Step In Close Door, Press Up Lift moves through floor Arrive upstairs

good
never 

looked this

Designed to make your life easier when stairs start to 
become too much, a Compact Lift will easily fit into any 
home.
Often chosen as an alternative to cumbersome and 
unattractive stair lifts, a Compact Lift will transport 
2 people comfortably so you can transform your life 
without moving home.
A Compact Lift is packed with 
sensors to keep everyone safe, it 
also plugs straight into a normal 
power point, runs very quietly 
and uses less energy than a 
toaster!

• ��Quick and easy to install

• �Advanced safety 
features

• �Small footprint

• �Battery back up

• �Flexible positioning 
options

• �Wheelchair model 
available

• �Two year guarantee

• �Cost-effective and 
affordable

• �Installed in a day*

* Wheelchair lifts can take up to 3 days to install in some locations.

INSTALLED IN A DAY!*

The Woy Woy wharf is to 
receive a $4 million upgrade– 
nine years after the need for 
the upgrade was identified.

Cr Chris Holstein said he was 
happy to see some action.

Cr Holstein said the first grant 
in 2010 identified the need for an 
upgrade and since 2014 council 
had been applying for grants to do 
the work.

On Thursday, the Deputy 
Premier and Minister for 

Regional NSW John Barilaro and 
Parliamentary Secretary for the 
Central Coast Scot MacDonald 
announced the money had been 
awarded.

The existing jetty would be 
replaced by a pontoon wharf 
accommodating 35-metre vessels 
up to 250 tonnes.

Mr MacDonald said funded 
works include improved disability 
access, a new dedicated fishing 
wharf, new sea wall, cantilever 
boardwalk, footpaths, landscaping, 

solar powered street lighting and 
removing power poles.

“The current jetty becomes 
submerged when a king tide comes 
in, causing disruption to commuter 
ferry services and interrupting 
other recreational activities,” Mr 
MacDonald said.

“The new pontoon wharf will 
rise with the tide, reducing weather 
delays and providing certainty for 
commuters, as well as providing 
more space so recreational boaters 
can access the wharf during busy 

periods.”
Member for Gosford Ms Liesl 

Tesch was among those to claim 
success and acknowledged 
council’s efforts.

Cr Holstein said the council 
would tip in $1.3m to the project.

Mr Barilaro said the upgraded 
facilities would provide safe and 
convenient access to the waterway 
precinct from the Woy Woy town 
centre and train station, increasing 
tourist visitation during peak 
periods and out of season, which 

in turn will create jobs.
Funding was secured through 

the NSW Government Regional 
Communities Development Fund.

SOURCES:
Media release, 7 Feb 2019

Scot MacDonald, Parliamentary 
Secretary for the Central Coast

Media Release, 7 Feb 2019
Liesl Tesch Member for Gosford

Interview, 7 Feb 2019
Chris Holstein, Central 

Coast Council
Reporter: Merilyn Vale

Woy Woy wharf to receive $4M upgrade
Liberal politicians: Mr Taylor Martin MLC, Gosford candidate Ms Sue Dengate, Member for Terrigal Mr Adam Crouch and Parliamentary Secretary for the Central Coast Mr Scot MacDonald
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HELP CEN TO PROTECT YOUR LOCAL ENVIRONMENT

The Community Environment Network (CEN) is an alliance of individuals and groups that work for ecologically sustainable development.

Support CEN - Become a member - Volunteer - Make a donation

www.cen.org.au  Ph: 4349 4756

Community Environment Network
ADVERTISEMENT

I was asked 
over the holidays 
“What does 
nature do for 
me?” the answer 
is easy “Nature 
makes the planet 
liveable”. Without 
nature, in the form 
of unpolluted 
air, trees, clean 

water, fish and other animals, then humans 
cannot survive.

 
Planning documents issued to justify 

clearing, over development or filling 
wetlands on the Central Coast, often 
claim to be enhancing the environment. 
Enhancing the environment has to mean 
helping Nature. However, helping Nature is 
never in the plans or strategies. At times I 
feel as if our governments are at war with 
Nature.

 
We have just experienced the hottest 

January ever recorded with a temperature 
anomaly of 5.7 degrees C. (i.e. above the 
long term average).

 
That is awfully bad news for everyone 

and we need to be helping Nature to 
manage the crisis.

 
Help CEN to help nature.

John Asquith, OAM

Chairman’s Report

Bookings are essential for catering purposes - Online Bookings at www.ccmdc.org.au/events

IN 2018 CEN ACHIEVED:
• �126ha of bushland restored on the Central 

Coast by CEN’s bush regeneration team
• �Over 50,000 plants planted by CEN projects, 

volunteers and bush regeneration team 
• �74 sites monitored for water quality by CEN 

Waterwatch groups
• �20 water quality monitoring training sessions 

held by CEN Waterwatch staff
• �597 Central Coast residents trained in 

Waterwatch including 44 community, 39 
teachers and 514 students

• �7 awareness raising events (including 2 
catchment crawls) held by Waterwatch staff

• �8 awareness raising and training workshops 
held though our COSS Connections project

• �20.9ha rehabilitated as part of our COSS 
Connections project

• �2 Bioblitz events
• �4 awareness raising workshops as part of 

our Terrigal Love our Lagoon project
• �26 Land for Wildlife assessments completed 

by CEN’s LFW project officer
• �150,651ha in total for CEN’s NSW Land for 

Wildlife program including 73,802ha of 
bushland and 18,993ha under restoration

• �Supported members and groups undertaking 
important work to protect the Central Coast 
environment

• �Was a regional voice for the environment of 
the Central Coast

IN 2019 WE NEED YOUR HELP TO 
SUPPORT THE MANY PROJECTS 

AND CAMPAIGNS CEN RUNS:
Land for Wildlife – helping landholders to sign 
up to voluntary conservation agreements to 
provide vital habitats for Wildlife
Habitat for Wildlife – helping urban residents 
by providing support and resources to enable 
people to improve or create habitat in urban 
areas.
Waterwatch – help us to support volunteers 
undertaking water quality monitoring in our 
local waterways with necessary equipment 
and chemicals and to provide training and 
awareness raising events for the community
Wildwatch – connecting kids with nature – 
exploring our environment and monitoring our 
flora and fauna by providing family friendly 
events and activities, a wildwatch pack and 
diary for those registering.
COSS Connections – Maintaining and 
improving the ecological integrity of COSS 
Corridors on the Central Coast whilst ensuring 
long term protection of COSS Corridors.
Wildplant Community Nursery and Regional 
Seedbank- Promoting and growing ‘local 
provenance’ native plants for use in our many 
projects. Plants are available to the public 
during our monthly sale days with discounts 
to LFW and HFW members.
Become a Friend of COSS Member – enable 
the Friends of COSS to continue protecting and 
conserving the Coastal Open Space System
Help CEN to help our Central Coast environment 
by becoming a member of CEN or signing up 
to a much needed monthly donation to support 
the work undertaken. 
We need volunteers to assist with fundraising, 
office admin support, nursery work and 
assisting on our Waterwatch project and 
helping to coordinate our Wildwatch and 
Habitat for Wildlife programs.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Water quality, Microplastics and Marine Debris 
Monitoring
When: Saturday 9th February 2019 
Where: Terrigal Scout Hall
Time: 9.30 am -2pm
Cost: $10A, $5C (lunch included)
Join the Marine Discovery Centre, Take 3 and Central 
Coast Waterwatch to learn how to monitor marine debris 
and water quality and what can be done with the data. 
Bookings are essential for catering purposes
For more information contact Karen O’Neill on 4349 4756 
or email karen.oneill@cen.org.au
Online Bookings at www.ccmdc.org.au/events  

Central Coast Consolidated Local Environmental Plan 
Information Workshop
When: Thursday 14th February 7-9pm
Where: Science Common Room, Ourimbah Campus
Time: 7-9pm
Please register at www.cen.org.au/events

Bensville Wetlands Bird Walk
When: Saturday 16th February 2019 
Where: Kylie Close, Bensville
Time: 8:30 – 10:30am (morning tea included)
For more information contact Rachael Kneeves on 4349 
4757 or waterwatch@cen.org.au
Online Bookings at www.cen.org.au/events

Wildwatch Waterbug Survey 
Come along and have fun dipnetting for waterbugs and 
learn how these waterbugs can tell you how healthy your 
waterway is.
When: Saturday 23rd February 2019
Where: Katandra Reserve, Holgate
Cost: $5 donation per person (discounted family rate) 
includes morning tea
For more information contact Karen O’Neill on 4349 4756 
or email Karen.oneill@cen.org.au
Register at www.cen.org.au/Events

Wildplant Community Nursery 
Our plant sales are held on the first Saturday of each 
month 9am to 12pm. Our next sale day is: Saturday 2nd 
March 2019 - CEN Office, Ourimbah 
We have a range of local native plants available including 
ground covers and herbs, shrubs and trees, bush food, 
bird attracting, native bee attracting, frog friendly and 
screen plants. Current specials on wetland plants. Cash 
or Credit Card. No EFTPOS
Location: Brush road, Ourimbah
Best access is via the Community College Carpark, 
Ourimbah Campus walk to the end of the carpark and 
then follow the signs up the steps 

The State Government has 
announced it will continue 
the Peninsula’s on-demand 
bus service for another six 
months, extending it into The 
Bays area.

Transport and Infrastructure 
Minister Mr Andrew Constance 
said: “On-demand services are 
in a trial phase and what we are 
doing now is trialing a change to 
the service footprint.”

As part of the changes from 
February 1, the CoastConnect 
service has been expanded to meet 
customer demand in Horsfield Bay, 
Phegans Bay and Woy Woy Bay.

The changes also mean some 
customers may now need to walk 
a short distance to a meeting point 
to be picked up.

The Bays Community Group 
has been pressing for extension 
of the service into The Bays area 
since the service started.

Group president Ms Cathy 
Gleeson welcomed the new 
service.

“After contacting the Minister for 
Transport and the local Members 
of Parliament, we are thrilled we’ve 
had success,’’ she said.

“The local community is very 
happy it has come to fruition.

“We have to keep getting the 

word out there so people know 
about the service.

“As long as I see it out and 
about, that’s great.”

The service is operated 
by Central Coast Community 
Transport.

Chief executive Mr Steve Paul 
said the service would be made 
more efficient and accessible for 
more people by asking passengers 
to walk a short distance to a 
meeting point to be picked up.

He said that, in response to 
customer feedback, the service 
hours had been increased by half 
an hour per shift, operating from 
5.30am to 8.30am and 4.30pm to 

7.30pm Monday to Friday.
He said customers could book 

through a phone app which worked 
out where the meeting point would 
be.

During the trial, customers 
may send feedback to  
info@coastconnectservices.com au.

The NSW Government 
launched CoastConnect in May, 
offering passengers a new way to 
connect with local transport hubs. 

The trial bus service operates in 
the morning and afternoon peaks, 
providing a commuter service 
connecting passengers on the 
Peninsula to Woy Woy station.

Member for Terrigal Mr Adam 

Crouch said, “The flexibility of 
on-demand public transport also 
encourages commuters to leave 
the car at home, which will in turn 
help free up more parking spaces 
near Woy Woy station.”

SOURCE
Media release 30 Jan, 2019

Ben Sheath, Office of 
Adam Crouch MP

Interview 6 Feb, 2019
Cathy Gleeson, Bays 

Community Group
Interview, 5 Feb, 2019

Steve Paul, Central Coast 
Community Transport 
Reporter: Merilyn Vale

On-demand bus service will extend into The Bays
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MATTRESS PLUS
BEDDING AND LOUNGE WAREHOUSE

4341 8727 225 Blackwall Road
Woy Woy

woywoy@mattressplus.com.au

ORTHOPAEDIC ENSEMBLES IF 
ORDERED BEFORE XMAS

SPRING INTO SUMMER 

50% off 

Members of Killcare Surf 
Life Saving Club have been 
praised for their role in 
helping a 63-year-old man 
who suffered spinal injuries, 
having been dumped by a 
wave at Killcare Beach on 
January 27.

The man is expected to require 
extended hospital care and 
rehabilitation, but is expected to be 
able to “walk out of hospital”.

Surf club president Mr Peter 
Bagnall said: “Just as we were 
sending the Nippers down to 
the beach on Sunday morning, 
word came up that the patrol was 
dealing with a potentially serious 
spinal injury after a 63-year-old 
man was dumped by a wave.

“With the patient reporting no 
feeling in his legs, the situation 
was not looking good.

“With the road ambulances 
significantly delayed, the Careflight 
chopper was dispatched to pick up 
the patient.

“Some truly impressive flying 
saw the helicopter landed in a 
pretty tight squeeze on the grassed 
area next to the main car park.”

Mr Bagnall said the patrol “dealt 
with the incident in a textbook 
manner”.

“It was a baptism of fire for 
Tristan Edema who was 15 
minutes into his first ever patrol 
and was first on the scene.

“Spinal injuries are potentially 
catastrophic and require the utmost 
calm under incredible pressure 
to deal with as successfully as 
possible.

“Complicated by the patient’s 
wife being understandably 
distressed and hyperventilating, 
the patrol team did an incredible 
job with a complex and high stakes 
operation.

“The club’s honorary doctor, Dr 
Jane Shapiro, happened to be on 

the beach.
“Her help and advice were 

invaluable.”
Mr Bagnall said duty officer 

Dave Sneddon set the Rookies to 
work on traffic and crowd control.

“They stepped up and played 
an important role in ensuring a 
smooth and quick evacuation,” Mr 
Bagnall said.

“Word is that the patient has a 
long road of recovery and rehab 
ahead, but thanks in no small part 

to the initial care from the patrol, he 
will walk out of hospital.

“Both the patient and his wife 
wanted to thank everyone involved 
for the professional level of help, 
especially Dr Shapiro for keeping 
the patient’s head still for such a 
prolonged period.”

The victim’s daughter Ms 
Hayley Bajada thanked the surf 
club members who assisted her 
father and said he was recovering 
slowly in Royal North Shore’s 

Intensive Care Unit.
“It could have been such a 

different day for my family and I 
can’t thank everyone enough that 
we still have him.

“Kiss your loved ones today. 
Life can change so quickly,” Ms 
Bajada said.

The club also received a letter 
of thanks from Careflight aircrew 
officer Mr Kurt Pride, praising club 
members for their assistance.

“Please pass on our thanks to 
the patrol team and Rookies for all 
their assistance.

“They did an excellent job with 
crowd control and care for the 
patient. 

“It was very much appreciated 
by our team.”

After the airlift, it was business 
as usual for patrol members who 
had to deal with a day full of blue 
bottle stings and one small head 
wound.

Mr Bagnall reminded swimmers 
to remain aware of their 
surroundings while in the surf.

“This incident should serve as a 
bit of a wake-up call.

“We tend to get a little 
complacent on our home beach, 
but the legendary Killy shore dump 
can be incredibly dangerous.

“Treat it with care,” he said.
SOURCE:

Newsletter, 1 Feb 2019
Peter Bagnall, Killcare SLSC

Social media, 3 Feb 2019
Hayley Bajada, Facebook

Surf club members praised for rescue of injured man
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 0403 662 426    Terrigal@nswliberal.org.au   
 AdamCrouchMP    PO Box 3401, Erina NSW 2250

Helping with 
the cost of living 

Liberal for Terrigal
Adam CROUCH

We have introduced 40 rebates and savings to help with 
cost of living pressures for local families and individuals.

 $100 Active Kids Rebate 
 new $100 Creative Kids Rebate 
 Annual savings on Green Slips 
 One-Click Energy Switch power bill saver 
 Cost Of Living appointments at Service NSW 
 First Home Buyers Assistance Scheme 
 Energy Bill Relief Package 
 Service NSW is a one-stop-shop for rebates and savings 

ADVERTISEMENT

Authorised by Chris Stone, Liberal Party of Australia, NSW Division, 
Level 12, 100 William Street, East Sydney NSW 2011. 

Peninsula Village will 
celebrate a 60th and a 70th 
wedding anniversary on 
Valentine’s Day, February 14.

Mr and Mrs Norm and Pat 
Pringle met as teenagers in the 
1940s and wed on February 19, 
1949.

Seven full decades later, the 
couple is living together in a 
retirement apartment at Peninsula 
Village.

Mr Pringle, 91, can consider 
himself lucky to have survived so 
long and not because of his “dodgy 
heart” that saw the couple move 
to Peninsula Village for increased 
care options in mid-2017.

“He doesn’t have the best track 
record when it comes to wedding 
anniversaries,” Mrs Pringle said.

“One year, he forgot to buy 
me flowers and couldn’t find any 
florists open on his way home from 
work that day.

“So he popped into the local 
grocer and bought me a cauliflower 
instead.

“They say it’s the thought that 
counts, so I think I’ll return the 
favour and place a cauliflower on 
his coffin when the time comes,” 
she laughed.

“We moved over here 18 months 
ago after living in independent 
living at Cooinda Village for 24 
years,” said Mr Pringle.

“I am a bit of an old romantic 
and so I have organised a special 
cruise to celebrate our 70th 

wedding anniversary, with Pat and 
I off to Tasmania,” he said.

On February 7, fellow residents 
Mr and Mrs Jack and Lorraine 
Dierikx celebrated 60 years of 
marriage.

They have lived under the same 

roof at Don Leggett House for the 
past 12 months.

Unlike the Pringles, the Dierikx 
do not share an apartment because 
of their differing care needs, but 
they regularly visit and enjoy each 
other’s company.

“Peninsula Villages has been 
incredible making sure we can be 
as close as possible.

“It wasn’t easy for them because 
we started off in different buildings, 
but the staff here went above and 
beyond to move us under the same 

roof,” Mr Dierikx said.
The Village held a special 

Chinese banquet to celebrate the 
Dierikx anniversary.

SOURCE:
Media release, 7 Feb 2019

Katey Small, Brilliant Logic

A 60th and a 70th anniversary held on Valentines Day

Norm and Pat Pringle Jack and Lorraine Dierikx
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NEW CENTRAL COAST MEDICAL

SCHOOL AND RESEARCH INSTITUTE

  An $85 million joint funded project, with a $45 
million investment by the Federal Government. 

  Delivering an additional $3.3 million to support 
150 university places.

  A game-changer for our region.

  More higher education opportunities, attracting 
new students to the region and retaining local 
students.
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RESEARCH INSTITUTE

NEW CENTRAL COAST

CONSTRUCTION 
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Seaspray Jewellery, 
“The Home of Broken Bay Pearls”  
in Umina ... Come in store, choose 
your favourite lustrous pearls from 

(02) 4341 2223      0422 635 439 (Julie)    314 West Street Umina, 2257      
www.seasprayjewellery.com.au      david@seasprayjewellery.com.au

our wide selection and then help create your own one-
of-a-kind piece in our new Design Studio ... locally 
grown, locally and uniquely crafted ... 
Visit us today! 

The Empire Bay Post Office 
has closed and is likely to 
remain that way after the 
previous franchisee was 
unable to find a new operator 
to assume the lease.

The Peninsula News 
understands that post office 
operator, Mr Paul Weston, had 
been seeking someone to take 
over the business since November, 
as his lease expired in January this 
year.

Mr Weston was unable to do 
so and closed the post office on 
January 16.

Long-time Empire Bay resident 
Mr Geoff Melville has described 
the closure “a great loss to the 
community”.

Mr Melville owned the real 

estate agent next to the post office 
for a number of years and said 
the local post office had been a 
core part of Empire Bay since the 
suburb was founded.

“This really is such a blow to the 
community.

“We have so many older people 
here, pensioners, who were able 
to just walk down to the post 
office, but those days are over,” Mr 
Melville said.

According to Mr Melville, 
residents now have to commute to 
the post office in Ettalong.

“This is an issue in itself as many 
residents who rely on Australia 
Post services are now forced to 
rely on public transport to get to 
Ettalong and we all know how 
unreliable our local bus services 
can be,” Mr Melville said.

Mr Melville believes there was 
little to no chance a late offer from 
a potential post office leasee was 
likely.

He said the current landlord had 
plans to put the post office site as 
well as another vacant site located 
directly behind the post office up 
for rent with the potential to rent 
both spaces and convert them into 
one larger business.

Mr Melville said Mr Weston had 
given 12 years of service to the 
Empire Bay community. 

SOURCE:
Social media, 15 Nov 2018

Gregory Olsen, Empire Bay
Social media, 10 Jan 2019
Craig Hillman, Empire Bay

Interview, 7 Feb 2019
Geoff Melville, Empire Bay

Reporter: Dilon Luke

Empire Bay post office 
closes after lease expires

The Save Our Woy Woy 
Community Group has been 
told the application for a 
residential flat building on 
the corner of Blackwall and 
Farnell Rds, Woy Woy, is 
likely to be considered by 
Central Coast Council before 
the end of March.

The project, which is lodged as 
development application 54551 
and is estimated to cost over $11 
million, would comprise 27 units 
and six townhouses.

Group founder Mr Harvey 
McDougall said the group had met 
with mayor Cr Jane Smith, deputy 
mayor Cr Chris Holstein and local 
ward representative Cr Richard 
Mehrtens to voice their opposition 
to the proposed 

The group also put forward its 
thoughts about Council approving 
non-compliant development 
applications.

He said the group was allowed 
five representatives at the meeting 
on Tuesday, February 5, and he 
was joined by Ms Beverley Biram, 
Mr Iain McLean, Mr Grahame Roll 
and Ms Janice McDougall.

“The meeting was good with 
each of us speaking strongly,” Mr 
McDougall said. 

“The response from each of 
the councillors was encouraging 
without being committal.”

Mr McDougall said he 
understood the Council planners 
were in the process of writing up 
their report to be presented to 
the councillors a week before the 
application is to be decided. 

The group was expecting to 
be notified at the same time as 
councillors.

He said the group had prepared 
speeches for the meeting.

SOURCE:
Media release, 7 Jan 2019

Harvey McDougall, Save 
Our Woy Woy

Farnell Rd 
decision likely 

before the 
end of March
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A proposed development 
for the corner of West and 
Morris Sts, Umina, will go 
before Central Coast Council 
tonight, February 11, with 
a recommendation from 
council staff to approve the 
proposal.

The application for 20 residential 
apartments above retail and 
commercial space and carparking 
in the basement is “considered 
reasonable” and “in the public 
interest”, according to the 100-plus 
page planning staff assessment. 

The proposal from Owner 
Sans Filter Pty Ltd would see 
the demolition of a two-storey 
commercial building  at 211 and 
213 West St and, in its place, the 
construction of a five-storey block 
of 20 apartments at an estimated 
cost of $7.6 million.

When the original application 
was lodged in July 2017, the 
council received 31 submissions 
objecting to the proposal.

In June 2018, the applicant 
lodged amended plans, which 
attracted 24 submission objecting 
and one submission in support. 

In July 2018, Councillors Louise 
Greenaway and Jeff Sundstrom 
asked that the application be 
brought before Council for 
determination in the event staff 
recommended approval.

The current proposal is above 
the maximum height by 6.8 per 
cent.

It is above the four storey height 
allowed in the Gosford Local 
Environment Plan by one storey or 
25 per cent.

It is above the floor space ratio 
by 10 per cent.

The site falls 9.34 per cent short 
of the required 1000 square metres 
for such a development.

The height of the facade to 
Morris St is 50 per cent above 
Gosford Development Control Plan 
2013 guidelines and an external 
wall height would be 19 per cent 
above.

But the council report says that 
while the development is contrary 
to several requirements envisaged 
for the Umina Village Centre, on 
balance, the design is supported.

The report said: “It is considered 
that the proposal is consistent with 
the stated objectives of the zone 
and is consistent with the principles 
of Ecologically Sustainable 
Development as specified within 
the Local Government Act 1993.’’

The report said the the proposed 
mixed use development was 
designed to lift the architectural 
standard of the eastern end of the 
Umina Beach town centre entry 
and offset the poor built quality of 
the existing building to the south 
east (on the corner of Rickard Rd 

and West St).
Umina resident Mr Bill Gregg 

said mayor Cr Jane Smith was 
on the record saying she wants to 
stop non- complying development 
applications being approved by 
Council.

She might like to start with this 
building application, he said.

“The principal consultant for 
the developer admits the current 
application does not comply with 
several of our council’s current 
planning controls,’’ Mr Gregg said

“Forty local residents took the 
time to object to the submission.

“Morris St is a quiet street used 
by many pedestrians, and during 
weekdays used as parking by 
employees of local businesses.

“If there is to be a land mark 
building in Umina Beach, it should 
be in the middle of the shopping 
centre and it should comply with 
council regulations.

“Developers and consultants 
should not be allowed to change 
our council regulations to suit their 
developments.

“Changes to council regulations 
should be made by our elected 
councillors after consultation with 
local residents,” he said.

SOURCE:
Central Coast Council 

agenda 2.1, 11 Feb 2019
Email 24 Jan, 2019
Bill Gregg, Umina

West St development to be 
considered by Council

A driver has had a wet 
start to his week after his 
car and boat trailer ended 
up in the Brisbane Water 
off Koolewong boat ramp 
around midday on February 
3.

Emergency services said they 
were unclear as to exactly how 
the skipper’s boat trailer and four 

wheel drive found its way into the 
water nose first, but called the 
incident a launching mishap.

The vehicle was partially 
submerged for around 90 minutes 
as emergency services worked to 
remove it from the water.

SOURCE:
Social media, 3 Feb 2019

Roger Palmer, Marine 
Rescue Central Coast

Car and trailer 
in water after 

‘launching mishap’

Central Coast. It’s time  
for a Chemical CleanOut.

Your free drop off:

   Sat 23 – Sun 24 Feb 2019  
9am – 3.30pm

   Mount Penang Gardens Event Park 
Kangoo Road, Kariong

   Sat 2 – Sun 3 March 2019  
9am – 3.30pm

   Council’s Long Jetty Depot 
Cnr The Entrance and Wyong 
Roads, Long Jetty

  www.cleanout.com.au
  

Only household quantities accepted.
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CHOOSE THE LOCAL EXPERTS AT
18/482 Pacific Highway, Wyoming. Ph : 02 4324 8800

www.premiershades.com.au 

Come Visit The Coast’s Biggest 
Showroom For Blinds, Plantation Shutters 

and Awnings, including motorization. 

Or call for a Free in-home 
Measure and Quote. 

Renovating?  Need New Blinds, Awnings or Shutters?

$100 off when you mention this paper#

# conditions apply. Purchases over $1000

A corkwood tree that was 
to be removed to build a 
proposed nursing home at 
Woy Woy can stay, subject 
to council approval, the site 
owner says.

“I’m in no hurry to take the 
tree out,’’ Thompson Health Care 
owner Mr Doug Thompson told 
Peninsula News.

“It will only be removed on 
council advice that it has to go. 

“Council was suggesting a 
swamp mahogany but it would be 
nice if the cork tree stays.’’

Mr Thompson, who owns 
Tarragal House at Erina, is awaiting 
a decision from the Joint Regional 
Planning Panel on the future of his 
proposed 160-bed three-storey 
nursing home at 45 Hillview St, 
Woy Woy.

The panel held a meeting to 
hear submissions from the public 
on January 24.

The panel voted to support the 
proposal conceptually but was 
reviewing consent details.

The panel expected to make a 
decision within weeks.

Objectors wanted to see the site 
protected.

The land is home to some of 
the last examples of ecologically 
endangered Umina coastal 
sandplain woodland.

The Australian Conservation 
Foundation Central Coast branch 
said the three-storey proposal 
was non complying in an area 
where only one and two storey 
developments were allowed.

Branch president Mr Mark 
Ellis said planning provisions 
should not be whittled away by 
an accumulation of incremental 
precedents which become the 
de facto benchmark but bear 
little resemblance to the formal 
provisions.

The branch says the 
development would have 
significant impact on the rare 

bushland on site.
But Mr Thompson said he 

believed the site would benefit 
from his development 

He is proposing to build a three-
storey nursing home on a site that 
was partly cleared in 2007 to build 
independent senior housing.

 “I’m sure when finished, the 
greatest detractors will be happy,’’ 
he said.

He said he had already spoken 
to his ecologist about planting 
only endemic native species 
and no exotic species would be 
introduced.

The land would be better cared 
for than it was now because his 
company would be looking after 
the land, hand clearing the weeds 
carefully under council supervision.

It would become be a better site 
for birds and animals.

“We will plant more trees in the 

area but nothing will be planted 
that doesn’t come from the area,’’ 
Mr Thompson said.

He described it as a wonderful 
site and he was only building on 
that area that had already been 
cleared. 

He said he was never a fan of a 
proposed boardwalk which would 
have only given shelter to rats and 
feral cats.

The boardwalk through the 
site was discussed at the panel 
meeting and Mr Thompson said at 
the meeting that he was happy to 
remove it from the plan.

He said he was happy to meet 
on site with interested people.

SOURCE 
Interview, 6 Feb 2019

Doug Thompson, 
Thompson Health Care

Media Release, 25 Jan 2019
Mark Ellis, ACF Central Coast

Reporter: Merilyn Vale

Corkwood tree may stay on 
proposed nursing home site

Objector Mr Norm Harris inspects the corkwood tree

Mr Tony Denny has said 
he will take an ongoing 
fence dispute to the Land 
and Environment Court 
after Central Coast Council 
rejected his application for 
a fence at Wards Hill Rd, 
Killcare Heights, on January 
29.

Mr Denny had asked for 
retrospective approval for one 
section of the fence which was 
put up without council approval 
and permission to move another 
section of the fence back to 
two metres to allow screening 
vegetation in front of it.

He said in a social media post 
after the council meeting that a 
case had already been lodged at 
court and he estimated the cost to 
the community would be in excess 
of $50,000.

He said the money could have 
been put to far better use than 
losing a court case.

He thanked the council staff 
for their report recommending his 
fence be approved.

The application went to council 
for the third time on January 29. 

After debate, the 1.8m sheet 
steel fence was rejected due to 
it being not compatible with the 
desired character of the scenic 
buffer precinct of Killcare Heights.

Other reasons included because 
it wasn’t in the public interest and 
because landscaping could not be 
relied on to cover the undesirable 
“unrelieved metal sheeting” and 
because the fence did not comply 
with the Development Control Plan 
for the area.

Councillors who voted to allow 
the fence to remain were Liberals 
Tory Marquart and Jilly Pilon and 
independents Chris Holstein, 
Bruce McLachlan and Greg Best.

Those who voted against 
the fence were ALP councillors 
Richard Mehrtens, Jeff Sundstrom, 
Lisa Matthews, Kyle MacGregor, 
Doug Vincent, Jillian Hogan and 
independents Louise Greenaway 
and mayor Cr Jane Smith. 

A number of people spoke 
at the residents’ forum before 
the meeting both in support and 
against the fence.

Two speakers spoke for the 
applicant.

One suggested the fence being 
set back two metres meant it was 
no longer a boundary fence but an 
ancillary structure.

The second speaker said he 
supported the fence and that 
drivers should have their eyes 
on the road, not on the fence, to 
laughter from the gallery.

Killcare-Wagstaffe Community 
Association president Ms Peta 
Colebatch drew applause from the 
public for her speech opposing the 
fence.

Afterwards she said the 
association was pleased council 
upheld the planning provisions 
and listened to the concerns of the 
residents.

“However the fence still 
remains, and although we have 
written to Mr Denny for the third 
time, offering to meet to see if we 
can arrive at a mutually acceptable 
approach, we understand that he 
has now lodged an appeal against 
the Council decision, so we fear 
that the issue is not yet resolved 
and will drag on,’’ she said.

SOURCE:
Central Coast Council agenda 

2.3 and 2.4, 29 Jan, 2019
Email, 5 Feb, 2019

Peta Colebatch, WTKCA
Social media, 30 Jan 2019

Tony Denny, Killcare Heights
Reporter: Merilyn Vale

Applicant to take 
Killcare fence 

dispute to court
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• Personal injury and work related claims
• Building disputes – advice and representation
• Commercial/business litigation
• Probate, wills and disputes
• Conveyancing
• Family law

C o u r t  &  I n s u r a n c e  S p e c i a l i s t s
Solving legal problems effectively and efficiently for 

the Coast and Mountain communities for over 20 years

NSW Law Society Accredited Specialist since 1996

25 Alison Road, Wyong 4353 1248
98 Mann Street, Gosford 4322 6666

| move forward | take action | get results

The Peninsula Chamber of 
Commerce has described the 
NorthConnex tunnel project 
as “an economic game-
changer” for the Peninsula.

The comments from Chamber 
president Mr Matthew Wales follow 
a site inspection with Member 
for Terrigal Mr Adam Crouch and 
Member of the Legislative Council 
Mr Taylor Martin.

After the visit, Mr Wales praised 
the NSW State Government on “its 
commitment to the Central Coast”.

“It was clear from today’s 
site inspection that the $3 billion 
nine kilometre NorthConnex 
tunnel project is going to mean 
significant savings on travel times 
and transport costs between the 
Central Coast and Sydney by 
linking the M1 at Wahroonga to 
the M2 at West Pennant Hills 
eliminating 21 sets of traffic lights 
along Pennant Hills Rd,” Mr Wales 
said.

“It will also make the Woy Woy 
area and the wider Central Coast 
more accessible to Sydneysiders 
and those who want to invest and 
do business in our area.

“The completion of the project 
by mid-2020 will also present 
major economic opportunities to 
the Central Coast as Sydney-
based businesses look to the area 
for investment and relocation with 

lower business operating costs 
compared to Sydney”, said Mr 
Wales.

“This is also an opportunity for 
the Central Coast Council and 
the NSW State Government to 
encourage business investment 
by promoting the advantages 
of NorthConnex and therefore 
creating local employment 
opportunities.

“By highlighting the lower cost 
of operating a business, the large 
pool of local skilled workers and 
the highly attractive lifestyle on 
the Central Coast, all levels of 
government have the potential 
to boost local jobs and stop the 
daily migration of workers into 
the Sydney metro area,” said Mr 
Wales.

“NorthConnex won’t only make 
it easier to get to Sydney, it will 
also make Sydney easier to get to 
the Central Coast.

“As a region, we need to 
capitalise on this new connectivity 
and reap the benefits.

“Although there will be a 
toll charge for users of the 
NorthConnex, we are pleased that 
the NSW State Government has 
introduced a Toll Relief program 
where free car registration will 
be given to owners of privately 
registered light vehicles if they’ve 
spent $25 or more per week on 
one tag or tagless account.

“Alternatively, motorists will still 
be able to use Pennant Hills Rd 
which will have significantly less 
traffic once NorthConnex opens,” 
said Mr Wales.

“In particular, NorthConnex 
will make the Peninsula 
more accessible, presenting 
opportunities for the local tourism 
industry by taking advantage of our 
beautiful beaches, National Parks 
and local cafe restaurant precincts.

“There are huge advantages to 
NorthConnex including a saving of 
up to 30 minutes in travel time, the 
removal of semi-trailers off Pennant 
Hills Rd, improved connectivity 
and a massive reduction in noise 
pollution.

“It’s also important to note that 
while the tunnel will have two lanes 
in both directions, it has been 
constructed to accommodate a 
third lane into the future.

“With the completion date due 
in mid-2020, it’s up to the Central 
Coast as a region to recognise 
these opportunities and ensure 
that the Council and all State and 
Federal agencies direct resources 
to the promotion of the business 
and tourism opportunities resulting 
from the NorthConnex project,” Mr 
Wales said.

SOURCE:
Media release, 5 Feb 2019
Matthew Wales, Peninsula 

Chamber of Commerce

Chamber describes tunnel as 
economic game-changer

One of the three Central Coast 
Councillors representing the 
Peninsula, Troy Marquart, 
has asked for the flooding 
chapter to be withdrawn 
from the council’s draft 
development control plan 
until maps are added.

Cr Marquart is asking fellow 
councillors at tonight’s council 
meeting (February 11) to agree 
to withdraw the chapter that deals 
with flooding and then to re-exhibit 
it with maps clearly showing 
proposed hazard areas.

The draft chapter introduces a 
flooding hazard category from one 
to six.

He said he wanted a report 
detailing how many properties 
currently zoned with development 
rights either residential or 
commercial will face “complete 
sterilization” of those rights with 
the proposed hazard categories.

He has asked for clarification of 
what depth of flood was considered 
safe for emergency vehicles to 
enter.

And he said he wanted council 
to consider the impact of a 
requirement in the draft chapter 
that homes experiencing a flood 
depth of 20cm or more must display 
a flood danger sign prominently on 
their property.

The draft plan currently on 
exhibition is a complex policy 
comprising over 120 separate 
documents.

“Amongst the detailed 
information being exhibited 
is Chapter 3.1 – Floodplain 
Management,’’ Cr Marquart said.

“This Chapter introduces a 
new Hazard categorization to be 
applied via six separate categories, 
H1 through to H6. 

“These Hazard categories will 
be applied to every property in the 
LGA subject to any form of flood 
affectation, Catchment or Coastal. 

“The proposed hazard 
categories will impact many 
thousands of homes, possibly 
30,000 plus. 

“The proposed hazard 
categories apply various 
development constraints 
depending on flood affectation 
culminating in the complete 
sterilization of residential properties 
from all future development in 
categories H4 and above. 

“For some other land uses, 
such as residential subdivision, 
the Chapter proposes the 
consideration of a Possible 
Maximum Flood, an event the SES 
describes as having an occurrence 
probability of 1 in 10,000 to 1 in 
10,000,000 years! 

“The Plan, while referencing 
hazard mapping, actually includes 
no mapping for the proposed 
Hazard zones within the exhibition 
documents, nor any guidance 
that would allow residents to 
reasonably ascertain which 
Hazard category that Council will 
apply to their property.” 

If Cr Marquart’s notice of motion 
is successful, the chapter would be 
exhibited for six weeks.

The Plan is currently on public 
exhibition until February 28.

SOURCE:
Central Coast Council 

agenda 6.4, 11 Feb 2019
Reporter: Merilyn Vale

Marquart asks 
for flood 

maps to be 
added to plan
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Peninsula 
Community Access News

The period for public 
comment about a caravan 
park in Wards Hill Rd, Empire 
Bay, has been extended by 
two weeks, giving residents 
until Friday, February 15, to 
comment.

A group of local residents 
requested the extra time for 
public scrutiny of the proposal for 
the demolition of structures, the 
establishment of 39 short term 
caravan sites and relocation of 
nine approved long term sites.

Group member Ms Kaye Lovie 
said the group was happy with the 
extension of time which came after 
representations to Councillor Jeff 
Sundstrom.

Ms Lovie said the application 
meant manufactured homes would 
be sited at 7 Pomona Rd, south of 
a drain that dissects the caravan 
park, known as Bayside Gardens 
Lifestyle Village.

She said it would mean a total of 
43 dwellings on 1.4 hectares when 
neighbours in the street have one 
dwelling on the same size block.

The group hopes locals will 
take advantage of the extra time 
to object to the proposal and, with 
enough submissions, that the 
application will go to the councillors 
for a decision.

The site has been a caravan 
park since the 1980s.

In 2006, it changed from short-
term to long-term accommodation 
with a total of 68 sites.

In 2017, council refused 
an application for a further 48 
sites on the basis that it was not 
consistent with the existing use 
rights applicable to the land which 
existed only for the short-term 
caravan park accommodation.

This latest application would 
result in the land comprising 68 
long-term sites and 39 short-term 
sites.

Ms Lovie said resident 
objections included loss of 
character, zoning, environmental 
and social impacts.

She said it did not complement 
the semi-rural character of Empire 
Bay.

“Consider bulk, scale of 
development and manufactured 
homes each with water tanks 
and possible raised floor heights, 
impact of noise, night time street 
lights, car movements, loss of 
trees and open green space, 
people walking on streets with no 
paths,’’ she said.

The land is zoned 7c2 Scenic 
Protection – rural small holdings 
so caravans are prohibited but 
Bayside has existing rights usage 
from its consent in the 1980s.

Ms Lovie says those consents 
were for powered open grass 
area caravan sites for tourist 
accommodation – moveable cars 
and caravans – and not for the 
permanent fixed manufactured 
homes being proposed.

She says the increased scale 
will have a detrimental effect on 
neighbours and the environment.

The land is identified as flood 
prone but the applicant submitted 
a report with the application that 
recommends floor heights for 
the new sites and concludes 
that the development can satisfy 
the requirements of council’s 
development control plan and the 
NSW Floodplain Development 
Manual 

Trees will be cleared but 

compensatory plantings are 
proposed.

The land is classed as 
bushfire prone but a bush fire 
assessment report has been 
submitted in support of the 
proposal which makes a number 
of recommendations for protection.

The report for the applicant 
says the proposal will create an 
increase in the number of people in 
the area “which will have a positive 
social impact”.

“The new short term sites are 
located on a disused part of the 
property and their presence will 
improve the surveillance of this 
area and reduce the opportunity 
for any anti-social behaviour.”

It says the increased tourist 
population resulting from the 
development will help support 
local businesses in the nearby 
local centre and that it is unlikely to 
result in any significant impacts on 
the surrounding environment.

The application shows that 
all new sites will contain self-
contained cabins with ensuite 
facilities and their own laundry 
and drying facilities. No more than 
12 people are allowed to stay 
overnight at each site.

SOURCE
Email, 29 Jan 2019

Interview, 5 Feb 2019
Kaye Lovie, Empire Bay

DA Tracker, Central Coast Council
Reporter: Merilyn Vale

Woy Woy Community Garden 
group is being consulted by 
Central Coast Council about 
a new community garden 
policy.

Councillor Jillian Hogan 
accompanied a council staff 
member on a visit to the garden 
last Tuesday, February 5, which 
came while the group was still 
coming to terms with an arson 
attack on January 20.

Garden founder Ms Jill Meredith 
hosted the visit.

“We’re trying to turn a negative 
into a positive but emotionally it’s a 
bit of a rollercoaster,’’ Ms Meredith 
said.

The garden group has so far 
raised $3000 for a new garden 
shed after a fire burnt out a 
container which housed all the 
garden equipment.

Community gardens are on 
the council agenda after Cr Kyle 
MacGregor asked the council if it 
had a community garden policy or 
program.

The answer came at the first 
meeting of the council this year.

“Community Gardens are 
currently managed using the 
procedures of the two former 
Councils,’’ a staff report said.

“Staff are in the process of 
preparing a consolidated draft 
Community Garden Policy. This 
policy is being prepared with the 
input of key stakeholders and 
will be brought to Council for 
consideration in the first quarter of 
2019.’’

Cr MacGregor said he asked 

the question after attending the 
opening of a “wonderful new 
community garden in my ward at 
Dunbar Way in North Gosford late 
last year”.

“Attending this event was 
inspiring to see the way that it 
brought people together and 
created great benefits for local 
residents,’’ he said.

“I saw how the garden was a 
social place that brought people 
together and provided a sense of 
community as well as activity and 
even fresh produce for the people 
that lived in the area.

“I was pleased to see the 
response that council is developing 
a consolidated community garden 
policy and I hope that this leads 
to the delivery of many more 
community gardens.

“These are the kind of initiatives 
that prompted me to run for council, 
freely available public spaces that 
bring people together, generate 
community and create social 
cohesion amongst our community. 

“Community gardens and 
the like are essential pieces of 
community infrastructure that 
are led by and provide a sense 
of ownership to people in their 
community.

“I look forward to the further 
introduction of more community 
gardens across the coast in the 
near future.”

SOURCE
Central Coast Council agenda 

5.8, 29 January, 2019
Interview 5 February 2019

Jill Meredith, Woy Woy 
Community Garden

Comment period extended for 
caravan park proposal Community 

Garden group
consulted about 

new policy
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A Umina community group 
campaigning for a greener 
Peninsula has met with other 
environment groups and 
council planners to discuss 
Central Coast Council’s 
Urban Forest Strategy.

Members of the Grow Urban 
Shade Trees group met with 
members of Save Wyong Trees, 
the Central Coast Community 
Environment Network and senior 
strategists and policy writers from 
Central Coast Council on January 
29.

Group member Ms Debbie 
Sunartha said that Council’s Urban 
Forest Strategy was of particular 
significance to the Peninsula, 
which suffered from a severe 
lack of urban trees and dedicated 
greenspaces.

She said the urban forest 
strategy was “possibly the most 
important strategy this Council has 
drafted for decades”.

“It’s looking like the Central 
Coast Urban Forest Strategy is 
emphatically moving ahead, and 
with it our dream for a strategic 
framework for extending and 
improving the provision of green 
space, landscaping and shade 
trees in urban areas not just on the 
Peninsula, but across the entire 

Central Coast.
“It will spell out the benefits 

of plants and open spaces, 
and identify opportunities, 
responsibilities, systems and 
processes for protecting and 
improving on the trees and 
green spaces we have as well 
as planning for smarter, greener, 
cooler and more sustainable cities 
and suburbs,” she said.

Ms Sunartha said the benefits of 
an environmentally-sound strategy 
would be enormous.

“This is something that will 
benefit not just our environment 
and the humans and animals that 
share it, but industries like tourism, 
building and landscape design, 
horticulture and real estate.

“Most importantly it will protect 
our health and the health of our 
children by providing clean air and 
shade now and in the future.

“The meeting reminded us that 
ordinary people can help make a 
difference.

“We are just regular people 
who found each other and share a 
passion for good planning and the 
value of trees.

“If you have something you feel 
strongly about, pick up the lap 
top, phone or the good old pen 
and paper and tell your decision-
makers your vision,” Ms Sunartha 
said.

SOURCE:
Social media, 29 Jan 2019

Debbie Sunartha, GUST

Tree group meets with Council
staff about urban strategy

The representatives of tree groups who met with council staff

The Umina Beach Country 
Women’s Association branch 
recently met with a local 
greenspace initiative group 
to discuss the lack of urban 
greenery on the Peninsula.

“We were delighted to meet with 
the wonderful ladies of the Grow 
Urban Shade Trees group, who 
work with the Umina Community 
Group to plant more trees around 
the Peninsula,” said branch 
publicity officer Ms Margaret Key.

“Just imagine what beautiful 
shade trees we will have in the 
coming years.

“To drive or walk down a street 
lined with trees delivering shade is 
one of the simple pleasures of life.

“Also, the added benefit of 
achieving greater property values 
wherever a street or suburb is a 
leafy green and calm oasis,” Ms 
Key said.

According to Ms Key, the branch 
felt so strongly in support of the 
group’s work that members have 
decided to “greenify” the Umina 
Beach CWA Hall.

“In the autumn, we will be 
planting trees and shrubs on the 
surrounds of our hall on the corner 
of Ocean Beach Rd and Sydney 
St.

“Something to look for as you 
whiz through the roundabout.

“If you would like a tree planted 
on your nature strip, it makes no 
difference if you’re a homeowner 
or renting. 

“The group will guide you on 
the process and ask for a small 
donation to cover costs and an 
ongoing commitment to nurturing 
your tree through the early years 
of establishing,” Ms Key said.

SOURCE:
Media release, 6 Feb 2019

Margaret Key, Umina 
Beach CWA branch

CWA branch 
meets with urban 

tree group

Umina CWA members hearing from GUST member, Ms Debbie Sunartha
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The 2015 Umina Kingfi sher 
Carnival, held on Thursday, 
July 16 and Friday, July 17 
was played in the worst 
conditions that organisers 
could recall in the 44-
year history of the bowls 
competition.

An initial downpour fl ooded all 
three greens requiring matches to 
be played on only two greens but 

26 teams fi nally made it onto the 
greens.

The start was delayed Friday 
due to continuing problems with 
the weather, however conditions 
improved once again and despite 
the bitterly cold winds and 
threatening skies, all three games 
were completed and results 
decided.

The winners of the carnival 
were a composite team, with lead 

Glen Simington, second Dale 
Phillips both of Umina and skip 
Dick Nowland of Avoca with 6.5 
wins plus 64.

A composite side of Alan 
Fawcett, Steve Giddon and Tony 
Magrath were runners-up with 6.5 
wins plus 57.

Media release, 29 Jul 2015
Ian Jarratt, Umina Beach 

Men’s Bowling Club 

Bowls carnival held 
in worst conditions

Woy Woy Bowling Club held 
its inaugural Tuesday Mixed 
Bowls on Tuesday, July 28.

Play commenced at 1pm with 
40 bowlers out playing a game of 
triples.

At the end of play, prizes were 
awarded for the winning rink team 

and the losing rink team.
A meat raffl e was also held.
It is planned that this will now 

continue as a weekly event, with 
all bowlers are welcome.

Media release, 29 Jul 2015
Gaye Scarfe, Woy Woy 
Women’s Bowling Club

Inaugural 
mixed bowls

Marine Rescue has towed 
a six-metre half-cabin 
runabout with two people on 
board from south of the Rip 
Bridge to Davistown.

The motor had failed on Sunday, 
June 7, at around 9:15am, and 
they required help to get back to 
the ramp adjacent to Davistown 
Public Wharf.

The tow was completed by 
Mr Al Howes, Mr Karl Liepa, Mr 
Paul Oliver and Mr Bruce Larking 

aboard Central Coast 22.
The rescue boat was then 

assigned to locate and secure two 
large logs deemed hazards to safe 
navigation seen around the Rip 
Bridge area.

The logs were located. One was 
described as “huge”.

They were placed ashore for 
removal by Council.

Media release, 8 June 2015
Ron Cole, Marine Rescue 

NSW Central Coast Unit

Runabout towed 
to Davistown

Competitors in the inaugural Woy Woy mixed bowls competition

From left Glen Simington, Dale Phillips and Dick Nowland with Scott Wilson from R&W

A workshop about Central 
Coast Council’s draft climate 
change policy will be held 
at Ettalong on Wednesday, 
February 27.

The Council endorsed a draft 
climate change policy in August 
saying the draft policy provided a 
framework to support future actions 
around planning for the possible 
impacts of climate change.

The policy aimed to enable 
Council to align its operations and 
strategic planning with the NSW 
State Climate Change Policy 
Framework. 

Mayor Cr Jane Smith said it was 
vitally important that the community 
have a voice in the development of 
Council’s climate change policy 
and related strategies, plans and 
actions.

“The purpose of these 
community workshops is to further 
educate and work directly with 
the community to develop the 
first climate change policy for the 
Central Coast,” Cr Smith said.

“We know the community has 
a keen interest in climate change 
and there has already been a lot of 
discussion and commentary on the 
draft policy and how it may impact 
the community.

“It is crucial Council 
demonstrates leadership in 
addressing climate change and 
its impacts through responsible 
planning and collaboration in the 
best interests of our community.

“We are doing this by involving 
the community every step of the 
way in this policy development.

“Council is serious about 
managing risk on behalf of and 
with our community.

“We need to reduce emissions 
to start solving the long term 
challenges of climate change but 
also adapt to the changes that we 
know are already happening.”

Public exhibition started on 
Monday 4 February and will run 
until Friday 15 March 2019.

The Gosford West ward 
workshop will be held on 
Wednesday, February 27, from 
6pm - 8:30pm at the Mantra 
Ettalong.

To register for a workshop 
and receive a Climate Change 
Community Information Pack, 
visit the Council’s climate change 
website at www.yourvoiceourcoast.
com/climatechange or contact 
Council on 1300 463 954.

SOURCE 
Press release, 4 Feb 2019

Jane Smith, Central Coast Council

St Huberts Island residents 
will not be getting their canals 
dredged any time soon.

Central Coast Council staff have 
said there is not enough money 
available for dredging.

The matter came to Council 
on January 29 after Crouncillor 
Rebecca Gale Collins asked 
last year what had happened to 
the funds raised by residents for 
dredging on St Hubert’s Island, 
back when that area of the coast 
was Gosford City Council land.

Council staff reported that 
the fund had $380,789 in it as 
of November and that was not 
enough for dredging given the 
environmental and site constraints.

The report to Council said 
the canals of St Huberts Island 
were defined as both artificial 
waterways and submerged blocks 
of Council owned land by virtue 
of their classification as “drainage 
reserves”.

“These canals are classified 
as ‘operational land’ under the 
Local Government Act 1993 
and accordingly are managed 
differently from natural waterways,’’ 
the report said.

“In the past, zoning of the 
drainage reserves prohibited 
structures such as pontoons, 

jetties, walkways and moorings 
within the reserves.

“Following amendments 
to permit a limited number of 
structures within the reserves, 
the former Gosford City Council 
resolved that funds and associated 
interest collected from the 
adopted licence fees for structures 
and mooring spaces, be used 
exclusively for the maintenance 
and improvements within the 
canals.

“These fees have been collected 
and accumulated in a fund with a 
current balance of $380,789 as of 
the end of November 2018. 

“Following a request from 
a resident, Council recently 
carried out an investigation into 
the feasibility of beach scraping 
activities whereby residents could 
scrape sand back from the low-tide 
mark to nourish the shorelines. 

“A preliminary acid sulfate 
soils assessment was undertaken 
which included material sampling 
from within the intertidal zone of all 
the canals at a maximum depth of 
500mm below ground level.

“Subsequent laboratory 
analysis of the samples confirmed 
the presence of acid sulfate soils in 
the canals. 

“With the current level of 

funding in this account available for 
maintenance and improvements 
within the canals, dredging is not 
an option given the environmental 
and site constraints.

“With the confirmed presence 
of acid sulfate soil in the canals, 
there will be high costs associated 
with the treatment and disposal 
of dredged spoil material at an 
appropriately licensed facility to 
accept the relevant class of waste.

“Such high costs would mean 
that it would not be possible to 
complete these activities within the 
current funds available. 

“Detailed environmental studies 
of the beds of these drainage 
reserves would be required, and 
approvals such as dredging permits 
and environmental licenses to 
disturb these areas would be high-
cost, and may be difficult to obtain. 

“The undertaking of a 
hydrographic survey to verify 
canal depths and sedimentation 
to facilitate evaluation of current 
conditions against the original 
design would also be required to 
determine any future maintenance 
options for the canals,’’ the report 
concluded.

SOURCE
Central Coast Council 

agenda 5.11, 29 Jan 2019 
Reporter: Merilyn Vale

No money for St Huberts Island 
dredging, Council told

Workshop about 
draft climate 

change policy

Jo Brannigan was washing 
her hair when she realised 
how lucky she was.

The thought has morphed into 
a group of Peninsula residents 
heading off to Sydney on February 
23 to pamper homeless people.

“There’s more to life than food 
and shelter and many things we 
used to think of as luxuries we 
now consider necessities,’’ Ms 
Brannigan said.

“But we tend to forget that those 
things are not available to some in 
the community, the homeless for 
instance. 

“For those people, even food 
and shelter are a struggle so 
anything more can seem an 
impossibility.

“When we need a pep-up, 
we get a manicure or a facial or 
something but homeless people 
can’t.

“So that’s the idea, to offer them 
a little pampering, and also to 
engage with them.’’

Ms Brannigan has a group of 
about 10 people going with her to 
Sydney’s 24/7 Street Kitchen Safe 
Space in Martin Place.

But more volunteers are 
welcome.

“If you can do manicures, 
pedicures, haircuts, beard trims, 
hand massage, facials, or donate 
shampoos, facial cleansers, 
disposable gloves, toothpaste 
or brushes, or some other little 
service that can give a welcome 
feeling of comfort to a homeless 
person please contact us on 0422 
278 081,’’ she said.

SOURCE
Media release, 21Jan 2019

Barry Riley, Woy Woy
Interview, 5 Feb 2019

Media statement, 6 Feb, 2019
Jo Brannigan, Empire Bay

Reporter: Merilyn Vale

Peninsula group pampers 
homeless people
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Peninsula residents need to 
act to make sure they don’t 
see oil and gas rigs off their 
beaches, says Empire Bay 
activist Mr Gregory Olsen.

“By the end of this year, Woy 
Woy Peninsula residents may be 
enjoying our wonderful beaches 
and maritime pursuits under the 
spectre of massive oil and gas rigs, 
just off the coast, courtesy of the 
Federal Government,’’ he said.

“However, before these rigs can 
be constructed, 3D seismic testing, 
in an 80 square kilometre section 
off our coast will occur, killing all 
marine life in that area as well 
as affecting dolphins and whales 
within a huge area beyond.

“This will start next month, in 
March 2019, if final approval is 
given.”

“Petroleum Exploration Permit 
11 has been approved by the 
National Offshore Petroleum Safety 
and Environmental Management 
Authority, despite the total absence 
of any consultation with the Central 
Coast beach and coast-using 
community, or the Central Coast 
fishing and sea-life community, or 
the Central Coast Council, who 
oppose it unanimously,” he said.

Council voted last year to 
oppose the oil and gas exploration 

and wrote to the Federal Minister 
for the Environment requesting he 
receive a delegation from council. 

The council received a response 
which said there were would be a 
number of consultation events in 
early 2019 but it did not agree to a 
council delegation.

Minister for Resources Mr 
Matthew Canavan said these 
events would be in Newcastle.

He urged the council to attend 
a roundtable meeting in Newcastle 
and a community drop-in session 
that would provide members of the 
public with information about the 
regulation of offshore petroleum, 
including seismic activities.

Cr Best moved at the Central 
Coast Council’s February 11 
meeting that council respectfully 
request community forums be held 
on the Central Coast.

He said council should, on 
behalf of its 340,000 residents 
and ratepayers affirm its “strident 
opposition” to the exploration using 
controversial seismic blasting.

Meanwhile, hundreds of people 
were expected to attend a rally in 
Newcastle last Thursday, February 
7, including the independent 
candidate for Robertson, Mr David 
Abrahams.

Mr Olsen said it was outrageous 
that public meetings were not 

being held on the Central Coast.
He said the risks to the lifestyle 

and amenity of the Peninsula were 
immense. 

“Residents will be subjected to 
the smell of oil and gas on a daily 
basis, not the mention the visual 
pollution. 

“Marine craft will be prohibited 
from venturing near the rigs. 

“Oil and gas leaks are virtually 
inevitable and the risks of fire is 
high. 

“An uncontained oil spill will 
devastate the beaches we love 
and enjoy not to mention the long 
term damage to the environment 
and marine life and sea birds.

“Only foreign oil and gas 
corporations will benefit as they 
are the major stakeholders,’’ he 
said.

“There will be no direct 
employment generated, except 
in the cleaning up of oil spills on 
our beaches and collecting dead 
marine life.”

Mr Olsen said anyone opposing 
the plan should write to their local 
Federal Member of Parliament and 
relevant Ministers.

SOURCE
Email, 7 Feb 2019

Gregory Olsen, Empire Bay
Central Coast Councl agenda 
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Act now to prevents oil 
and gas rigs, says activist

Police are appealing for 
public assistance following a 
home invasion at Umina.

It occurred at just after midnight 
on Wednesday, January 30, with 
three unknown men forcing entry 
into a unit on Trafalgar Ave.

Two of the men were allegedly 
armed with what is believed to be 
a baseball bat and a knife.

Once inside the unit they 
allegedly assaulted the occupant, 
a 44-year-old man, before fleeing 
the scene on foot.

They were last seen running 
into Gwedonlen Ave.

The occupant was treated at 
the scene by NSW Ambulance 

paramedics before being taken 
to Gosford Hospital for treatment 
for a large laceration to his head, 
bruising and swelling to his elbow 
and shoulder.

He has since been released 
from hospital.

Officers from Brisbane Water 
Police District established a crime 
scene and have commenced 
investigations.

As inquiries continue, anyone 
with information is urged to come 
forward.

SOURCE:
Media release, 31 Jan 2019

Vivienne Crawford, Brisbane 
Water Police District

Police seek 
help after

 home invasion

Brisbane Water Police have 
released CCTV images of a 
man they wish to speak to 
about a theft from a business 
late on Sunday afternoon, 
February 3, in Umina.

Police say that a young man 
entered a business on West St, 
Umina, filled a shopping basket 
and left without paying.

Brisbane Water Police have 
obtained images of a man they 
believe may be able to assist with 
their enquiries.

The man is described as 
caucasian, 18 to 19 years old, 
slim build, medium height, clean 
shaven, wearing a grey cap, white 
and blue stripped shirt, grey shorts 
and black sneakers.

Police are urging anyone with 
information to call Crime Stoppers.

SOURCE:
Social media, 5 Feb 2019

Vivienne Crawford, Brisbane 
Water Police District

Young man wanted 
over store theft
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A Woy Woy memorial garden 
honouring the life of Elusive 
the Brisbane Water dolphin 
has received refreshing 
landscaping works.

Mr Daniel Rond, a Ferry Master 
with Central Coast Ferries and 
the person who launched the 
community fundraiser to first have 
the garden installed, paid for the 
restorative works out of his own 
pocket.

The memorial garden contains 
an engraved plaque and memorial 
stone honouring Elusive, which 
was first unveiled in 2017 in 
Anderson Park.

The plaque and stone now 
sit in a privately-owned garden 
bed outside of a nearby Greek 
restaurant.

Mr Rond was also the driving 
force behind the community 
fundraiser that raised the $2000 
needed to purchase the plaque and 
memorial stone and associated 
labour to install the garden.

At that time professional 
landscaper, Mr Scott Porter, was 

contracted to create the garden 
and Mr Rond again utilised Mr 
Porter’s skills to refresh the space 
this year.

Mr Rond spoke to the Peninsula 
News about the death of Elusive 
and its effect on the community 
back in March 2017 when 
preparations to install the garden 
were being finalised.

“More than 300 people donated 
to have the memorial garden 
installed and hundreds turned up 
for the unveiling,” he said.

“She was a lone dolphin and 
was named Elusive by locals 
because you never knew when 
she would pop up to say hello,” Mr 
Rond said.

“She was a beloved wild pet 
to people ranging from the ferry 
passengers to local boat users and 
residents on the Central Coast.

“She was a crowd puller and 
crowd pleaser and much loved by 
the boating community.”

SOURCE:
Social media, 4 Feb 2019

Daniel Rond, Central Coast Ferries

Memorial garden 
for dolphin receives 

a refresh

Four volunteers at Peninsula 
Village have been recognised 
at a special Australia Day 
ceremony.

Ms Annette Kelly, Ms Karen 
Batson, Ms Deb Van Breugel 
and Mr Christopher Bryden, were 
recognised for their “invaluable 
contribution” and “exceptional 
efforts over the past year” with 
special awards.

Ms Kelly and Ms Baston, who 
spent up to five days a week or 
more in their volunteer role, were 
presented with engraved Australia 
Day silver medallions from the 
village.

Mr Bryden received an 
antique bronze lapel pin and Ms 
Van Breugel a commemoration 
certificate.

Ms Kelly said: “As an 
independent living resident of 
Peninsula Village myself, I really 
saw how beneficial and rewarding 
it would be to give back and help 
fellow residents who are not as 
mobile or active as me.

“My duties include everything 
from mail delivery to supported 
shopping, assisting with leisure 
and lifestyle activities and calling 
bingo and often I support the team 
up to six days a week.

“It’s a great way to keep active, 
stay social and give back,” she 
added.

Ms Baston said: “Just like 
Annette, I have been here 
volunteering with the Village for 
almost four years and I thoroughly 
enjoy the social aspect as much 
as the rewarding feeling of helping 
others.

“I have made some wonderful 
friendships and am so pleased 
to help residents maintain their 
independence.”

Ms Van Breugel is volunteer bus 
driver for the village, a position he 
has held for almost 10 years.

“I volunteer four days a week 
and am responsible for driving 
residents to special excursions, 
shopping trips and outings.

“I truly enjoy the opportunity to 

allow residents to get out into the 
community.

“If you have the time, it is really 
rewarding to use it for giving back 
and supporting others,” Ms Van 
Breugel said.

Peninsula Village chief 
Mr Shane Neaves made the 
presentation during an Australia 
Day achievement ceremony at the 
Umina Village on January 24.

“The Australia Day Achievement 
medals and pins are a way to 
acknowledge the contributions and 
performance of dedicated team 
members.

“Each of these volunteers have 
gone the extra mile to make our 
older aged residents feel more at 
home,” Mr Neaves said.

With regular and reliable 
volunteers declining in numbers, 
Mr Neaves is hoping that the 
recognition of these community 
role models might encourage 
others to donate their time to 
support residents.

“As a not-for-profit organisation, 
we can never have too many 
helping hands.

“We’d love to hear from more 
people interested in helping their 
neighbours and experiencing the 
goodwill of making someone else’s 
life more enjoyable,” Mr Neaves 
said.

SOURCE:
Media release, 29 Jan 2019
Katey Small, Brilliant Logic

Volunteers recognised at 
special ceremony

Peninsula Villages has honoured some of its most dedicated volunteers with special Australia Day awards

Federal Member for 
Robertson Ms Lucy Wicks 
dropped into an Ettalong 
manufactured home park 
to take part in the village 
community’s pre-Australia 
Day celebrations.

“I was absolutely delighted to 
join Ingenia Lifestyle Village’s Big 
Aussie Barbecue in Ettalong,” Ms 

Wicks said.
Ms Wicks and the residents 

enjoyed Australian trivia, a 
traditional barbecue, games and 
other activities and a fancy dress 
competition.

“It was a fantastic way to kick 
off Australia Day celebrations,” Ms 
Wicks said.

SOURCE:
Social media, 25 Jan 2019

Lucy Wicks, Member for Robertson

Wicks drops in 
on home park
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ATTENTION BUILDERS
LOOKING FOR TILERS? 

Homes to NV has a team of 4 
licienced tilers, to tackle those big 
tiling jobs in a fraction of the time, 

keeping you ahead of schedule. 
CALL JUSTIN ON 0439 589 426

Why do more Peninsula based 
businesses advertise in 

Peninsula News than in all the 
other mediums combined?
Peninsula News only carries articles about the
Peninsula, directly targetted at Peninsula residents

Peninsula News only has a maximum average of 45%  
advertising making all advertisements more visible

Peninsula News has a long shelf life (2 weeks) 
giving readers time to complete the paper and see all 
the advertisements before receiving another one

Peninsula News is seen by the community as their 
newspaper and advertisers are seen as sponsors

Peninsula News reaches all Peninsula families with 
school children, a very important target market

All copies of Peninsula News are picked up by             
interested readers only, eliminating wastage and wet 
weather problems

Newspapers are more effective as an advertising
medium than radio, TV or cinema because people do 
not have to remember information. It is there for them 
to refer to in detail at their leisure

Peninsula News advertising is far less costly than 
leaflets delivered in letter boxes, is more effective
because it does not arrive with a myriad of other 
catalogues and is not subject to weather conditions

Why not get the most out of your
 advertising dollar? 

Give us a call on 4325 7369

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

He is more than 3000 
kilometres from where he 
started, but Alwyn Doolan 
stopped off in Ettalong Beach 
on his walk from Bamaga 
on the tip of Cape York to 
Canberra to put a treaty with 
First Nations’ peoples back 
on the national agenda.

One of the people to greet him 
was local Labor MP Liesl Tesch, 
who shares his vision.

“I taught Aboriginal Studies for 
12 years and am passionate about 
making sure that our indigenous 
brothers and sisters get the 

recognition and respect that they 
deserve,” Ms Tesch said.

“We should all share Alwyn’s 
mission, but successive 
governments have failed to 
address the injustice that continues 
in our community when it comes to 
aboriginal peoples.”

Ms Tesch said she was pleased 
that NSW Labor had committed 
to seek a treaty with aboriginal 
peoples if elected at the March 
State election.

“I am proud to be a part of a party 
that wants to work with aboriginal 
people to not only recognise the 
facts of history, and acknowledge 

the wrongs of the past, but help to 
put things right for the future”.

“This dispossession of our 
indigenous people, its inherent 
injustice and its ongoing 
consequences, is the oldest 
continuing problem in our society.

“An elected Labor Government 
will take the next step and 
establish a treaty process in NSW, 
in consultation and negotiation 
with the state’s indigenous 
representatives.”

Treaties with Indigenous 
communities have been reached 
in Canada and New Zealand, and 
Victoria and South Australia are 

already proceeding with their own 
negotiations.

The contents of a treaty would 
be determined by negotiation; but 
could cover such things as the 
recognition of historic wrongs, 
an agreement of how services 
like health and education are 
provided, economic development 
opportunities and language rights.

“It is time to build on the 
existing relationship with the NSW 
aboriginal community to achieve 
lasting generational change,” Ms 
Tesch said.

“A treaty is a fitting way to 
honestly acknowledge the past, 

but more importantly, to create a 
meaningful way forward, to make a 
practical difference for the health, 
education and employment of 
indigenous Australians in NSW.”

Ms Tesch wished Alwyn the best 
of luck with the rest of his walk and 
his cause.

“He has come so far, and 
touched so many people’s hearts 
on the way. 

“I just hope that his story and his 
mission can also move the Prime 
Minister to do better for our First 
Nations’ people,” she said.

SOURCE:
Media release, 24 Jan 2019

Liesl Tesch, Member for Gosford

Tesch greets man on treaty mission walk
Alwyn Doolan, fourth from left, with Member for Gosford Ms Liesl Tesch and other well-wishers
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LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR

should be sent to:

Peninsula News
PO Box 1056, Gosford 2250 or 
editorial@centralcoastnews.net

See Page 2 for 
contribution conditions

Imagine if it was a 
message

about your business.
What would it cost to get your message out to that 

many people using any other medium?
Don’t be fooled by the hype, advertising in this 

newspaper is by far much better value for money than 
any other medium.

Not only does it have the reach and readership 
within the area it covers, but readers can keep the 
advertisement and refer to it as often as they wish.

Call 4325 7369 to see 
how inexpensive it is.

If you’re reading this, so could 
up to 150,000 other people

Bring on an election and, 
all of a sudden, decisions 
that have been steadfastly 
refused by this NSW 
Government are now on the 
agenda.

The Woy Woy Wharf is a point 
in question.

I believe that our Council, 
particularly Cr Richard Mehrtens, 
have been pushing for this matter 
for a while, not to mention the 
effort of our sitting state Member 
for Gosford Ms Liesl Tesch.

After the building of the boat 
ramp in the park along the 
waterfront on Brisbane Water Dr, 
residents were hoping that finally 
the Woy Woy Wharf would be next.

It was also puzzling why the 
announcement was made with the 
presence of an out of area Member 
of Parliament present.

Happy to finally see the building 
of a badly-needed public amenity 
but my accolades will be going to 
those that I know worked hard to 
bring this matter to fruition.

Email, 7 Feb 2019
Genny Murphy, Woy Woy

Congratulations on the 
inclusion of channel 74 in 
your TV guide.

This is not available in either the 
Herald or the Telegraph.

Well done.
Email, 16 Jan 2019

Fay Tattersall, Point Clare

Thank you for reporting the 
Joint Regional Planning 
Panel hearing of the 
development application 
for a three-storey nursing 
home on rare endangered 
bushland.

Your article reported developer 
Mr Doug Thompson claiming he 
was a conservationist, a comment 
ignored by the panel members 
on the night, but not ignored by 
the public and one that requires 
comment in opposition.

Objector Ms Charmaine 
Beckett’s presentation about the 
ecologically endangered UCSW 
on site seemed irrelevant to Mr 
Thompson - which can be verified 
by the meeting’s recordings.

If Mr Thompson was a 
conservationist as claimed, I would 
expect that he would have taken 
action weeks, perhaps months, 
before the Panel hearing to ensure 
conservation was a strength of the 
proposed development.

Instead Mr Thompson waited 
until negotiations began between 
the Panel, the development team 
and Council staff to alert him to 
the fact that there were serious 
conservation issues yet to be 
addressed.

One issue has been reported, 
being the use of exotic species.

The other serious issue, not 
reported, is the removal of the 
boardwalk in the midst of an 
endangered ecological community.

That this development 
was supported in the council 
assessment in the midst of the 
UCSW indicates the disregard for 
ecology and the overwhelming 
support for development.

The interest of Mr Thompson 
was not alerted to the approved 
boardwalk development until the 
last stages of the development 
assessment process.

This is definitely not the actions 
of a sworn conservationist.

If you are not convinced, listen 
to a recording of the meeting.

Another issue not discussed at 
the hearing is why the proponent 
did not downscale the development 
to ensure protection of the UCSW.

Removal of a tree, questioned 
by Ms Beckett, raises questions 
about the ecological management 
of the site, over the long term.

This is an issue that requires 
specialist advice, which was not 
provided to or available to the 
Panel.

The issue of ecological 
character was not addressed 
by Mr Thompson and the large 
development team - again, a failing 
that a recognised conservation 
supporting developer would not 
make.

A full transcript of the hearing 
would have Peninsula News 
readers claiming the report was all 
fiction.

You had to be there to believe it 
was all true.

The attendance of Mr Thompson 
at the hearing was to showcase 
the development, and was fully 
exploited by the development team 
at every opportunity.

Letter, 30 Jan 2019
Norman Harris, Umina

Conservation claims 
require comment

Accolades go to 
those who worked 
for wharf upgrade

Thanks 
for 
TV 

guide
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Mountains District Association (MDA) has 
called for Central Coast Council to release 
details of a new Development Application 
lodged in December, 2018, by Verde Terra, 
operator of the contentious Mangrove 
Mountain Landfill.

By the time the State Election takes place 
on March 23, Gosford MP, Liesl Tesch, will 
have spent almost two years in the job that 
she says still has her “pinching herself” 
every day.

Green Point resident, Ken Austin, has 
received an Order of Australia Medal in the 
2019 Australia Day Honours.

Other Regional News - In brief
Peninsula News focuses on 
news specifically relating to 
post code areas 2256 and 
2257. Given the advent of the 
new Central Coast Council, 
following is a summary of the 
first 9 news articles published 

in the most recent edition of 
each of our sister Central Coast 
publications. The full articles and 
more, as well as all previously 
published editions, can be 
seen on line on our website  
www.peninsulanews.info and 

on  www.centralcoastnews.net 
Copies of these other 
publications may be obtained 
from our offices in Gosford, by 
subscription, or from a myriad of 
locations in the areas covered 
by each publication.

The full articles and more can be seen on line on our website www.centralcoastnews.net Coast Community News focusses on news specifically related 
to post code areas 2250, 2251, 2260 and articles can also be read and shared on your mobile phone by going to www.coastcommunitynews.com.au.

Wyong Regional Chronicle focuses on news specifically relating to post code areas 2258, 2259, 2261, 2262, 
& 2263. The full articles and more can be seen on our website www.centralcoastnews.net
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The changes come as 
a result of the proposed 
construction of the 
EnergyAustralia Substation 
at Empire Bay.

“The focus has been 
on the substation and no 
one has had any idea that 
the power lines were going 
through the street,” said 
Ruth Ross, president of the 
Residents of Kincumber 
Association.

According to Allyn 
Hamonet, spokesperson 
for EnergyAustralia, the new 
substation would need to 
be serviced from existing 
substations from Woy Woy 
and Avoca resulting in the 
power lines being run down 
Melville St.

Residents are concerned 
that the 66,000 volts, 
compared to the current 
11,000 volts will pose a 
health risk to those living in 
close proximity to the power 
lines, however Mr Hamonet 
claims that there will be 
little difference in terms of 
the level of electromagnetic 
fi eld and if anything, there 
may be less.

“Magnetic fi elds are 
produced by current which 
has to push the voltage 
along the line.

“The higher the voltage, 
the less current is required 
which then reduces the level 
of magnetic fi eld,” said Mr 
Hamonet.

Concerned resident 
Joanne Hughes thinks that 
EnergyAustralia should 
consider alternate routes 
for the power lines or the 
possibility of putting them 
underground and ensuring 
residents are aware of the 
issue.

“They should be 
consulting more with 
residents, not everyone 
received the letters that we 
received, not everyone in 
this street is aware of it,” 
said Ms Hughes.

However Mr Hamonet 
claims that residents have 
been kept informed about 

the status of the upgrade 
with newsletters and regular 
updates.

“It’s the most heavily 
populated area of the whole 
route,” said Ms Ross.

“There is a preschool, 
sporting oval and a 
retirement village, all very 
good reasons to consider 
the health risk of putting 
66,000 volts overheard,” 
she said.

Mr Hamonet said that 
EnergyAustralia operates 
well within health regulation 
guidelines and the increased 
voltage should not affect 
residents any more than 
the power lines that are 
currently in place.

“Magnetic fi elds 
generated by power lines 
are no greater than those 
generated by a plasma TV 
or a home computer,” said 
Mr Hamonet.

According to 
E n e r g y A u s t r a l i a , t h e 
power lines along Melville 
St, Kincumber were 
constructed in 1976 with an 
original view to connect to 
a substation in the Empire 
Bay area.

The power lines are 
currently operating at 
11,000 volts however, 
they have the capacity to 
function at 66,000.

The power line structure 
will not be replaced in full 
to cater for the substation 
however according to Mr 
Hamonet, two, possibly 
three power poles will 
be replaced for general 
maintenance as well as 
the upgrade of overhead 
support structures.

Representatives of 
Melville St met with MP 
Chris Hartcher on Friday, 
November 12, to discuss 
their concerns and possible 
alternatives.

Kaitlin Watts, 12 Nov 2010
Interviewees: Allyn 

Hamonet, Rush Ross and 
Joanne Hughes 

Kincumber 
residents 

assured that 
magnetic fi elds 
are harmless

Residents in Melville St, Kincumber have 
voiced concerns about the 66,000 volts 
of electricity that will be running along 

overhead power lines in the street.

The proposed concept 
received overwhelming 
community support at the 
Gosford Challenge Mid 
Term Review and well 
known performing artists, 
celebrities and business 
people have also lent their 
support. 

Gosford Council is 

currently completing due 
diligence reports in the lead-
up to sourcing funding for 
the project.

 “The performing arts 
centre remains high on our 
agenda and we are working 
with Council towards 
making the concept a reality. 

“In the meantime, the 

Central Coast Leagues 
Club is committed to 
supporting the performing 
arts, particularly through our 
entertainment program,” 
said Ms Suann.

The plans for the 
proposed performing arts 
centre incorporate a new 
home for the Central Coast 

Performing Arts Centre 
design under review

The proposed performing arts centre to be constructed on the 
existing Central Coast Leagues Club (CCLC) site is a priority, 
says Belinda Suann, Business Development Manager at Central 

Coast Leagues Club.

Conservatorium, a 1000 
seat theatre, a 1000 seat 
convention hall, a jazz club 
and a television recording 
studio. 

The design also allows 
for indoor and outdoor 
dining facilities which are 
important in enhancing the 
event experience for guests.

The building designs 
have been based on a needs 
analysis report prepared by 
the Friends of Performing 
Arts Precinct (FoPAP) 
and much consultation 
with community members 
and experts in the areas 
of theatre design, sound 
engineering and convention 
management.

Designs for the façade of 
the building have evolved 
from practical to impressive, 
in line with feedback that an 
iconic building identifying a 
performing arts and cultural 
precinct beside Gosford’s 
waterfront needs to be the 
uncompromising outcome. 

Ms Suann said the 
Central Coast Leagues Club 
is committed to making the 
site immediately available 
for the project. 

Media Release 
12 Nov 2010

Belidna Suann, Central 
Coast Leagues Club

The dog off leash exercise 
area was suspended at 
the Reserve in October 
last year in response to an 
urgency motion regarding 
the potential impact of 
dog off leash activity on 
the Bush Stone-curlew, a 
threatened species under 
the Threatened Species 
Conservation Act 1995.

Council claims to be 
implementing a number 
of measures to reduce 
the potential impact of 
re-opening dog off leash 

areas on the surrounding 
environment including the 
implementation of black 
chain wire fencing to 
reduce pedestrian and dog 
access to the woodland 
and beach area at the 
south western portion of 
Pippi Point, educational 
sign posting  informing 
patrons of the sensitive 
nature of the foreshore 
environment and signage 
reminding dog owners of 
their legal responsibility in 
the collection and proper 

disposal of dog faeces. 
Council also states that 

regular monitoring of the 
area will be undertaken 
and should Council or local 
environment groups detect 
Bush Stone-curlew breeding 
in any of the reserves, the 
designated areas in which 
the breeding is taking place 
may, upon assessment, be 
temporarily closed to dogs 
and their owners.

A second area at 
Broadwater Reserve, 
Seabreeze Ave, Kincumber 

has been closed to dog 
off and on leash activity 
due to the proximity to a 
children’s playground and 
Saratoga Oval Reserve, 
Willaroo Rd, Saratoga has 
been restricted to on leash 
activity only.

Council will review its 
recommendations for all six 
sites in 24 months.

Endorsed sites will 
be re-opened for dog off 
leash activity once signage 
has been installed and 
recommendations actioned.

Council Agenda, 
2 Nov 2010

ENV.58

Changes to dog exercise 
areas in Davistown,

 Kincumber and Saratoga

Gosford City Council has endorsed the re-opening of the dog off 
leash exercise area at Illoura Reserve, Mireen Ave Davistown.
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Local trade union and community members rallied in Gosford on Bastille Day, Thursday, 
July 14, to protest against the NSW Government’s public sector workplace laws which 
takes away the workplace rights of teachers, nurses, fi refi ghters, prison offi cers and 
other public sector workers. 
For the full story and pictures, see Page 7

Unionists storm the 
Bastille in Gosford

The Memorandum 
of Understanding 
demonstrates the 
ongoing commitment 
between Council and the 
Central Coast Regional 
Development Corporation to 
provide a co-operative and 
integrated approach to the 
planning and development 
of the Gosford City Centre.

The NSW Government’s 
Department of Lands and 
Central Coast Regional 
Development Corporation 
have partnered with Council 
to develop Our City, Our 
Destiny-Gosford City centre 
Masterplan, to revitalise 
the Gosford City Centre so 
that it can truly live up to its 
iconic status as the Capital 
of the Central Coast.

The Memorandum of 
Understanding refl ects both 
parties’ commitment to 
facilitate the process.

It outlines the role of both 
parties in their contribution 
to revitalising the City 
Centre and enhancing the 
social fabric and economic 
health of the local region.

According to Council, the 
intention of both parties is 

to ensure that the Gosford 
City Centre is developed in 
a manner that is consistent 
with the goals and 
aspirations of the Gosford 
City Centre Masterplan 
and both parties will work 
cooperatively to promote 
an open and consultative 
approach to moving the City 
Centre forward.

Both parties have agreed 
to ensure that the Gosford 
City Centre is developed in 
a manner that is consistent 
with the goals and 
aspirations of the Gosford 
City Centre Masterplan, 
complements the overall 
planning framework for the 
city, promotes and positions 
Gosford City Centre as a 
place to invest in, live in, 
do business, study and 
as a fi rst choice place for 
employment, deliver a 
sustainable economic and 
management framework 
and make the centre 
attractive to the property 
development sector and as 
a place to invest.

The parties each have 
specifi c responsibilities 
under respective NSW 

legislation and through 
various other obligations.

Central Coast Regional 
Development Corporation 
is responsible under the 
Growth Centres Act for 
promoting, coordinating, 
managing and securing 
the orderly economic 
development of Gosford 
and Wyong and Council has 
a range of responsibilities 
under the Local Government 
Act 1993 for development 
and sustainable 
management on behalf of 
the Gosford community and 
the State of NSW.

The Gosford City Centre 
Plan identifi es the potential 
of the waterfront for tourism, 
passive recreation and notes 
that “a challenge…will be to 
preserve essential harbour 
activities…while opening 
up the harbour to a wider 
range of uses for recreation, 
tourism, retail-café and 
community purposes.”

Email, 12 Jul 2011
Gosford Council Media

Council Agenda GEN.11, 
12 Jul 2011

Council agrees to 
memorandum

At the reconvened council meeting of Tuesday July 12, Gosford 
Council unanimously agreed to enter into a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU) with the Central Coast Regional 

Development Corporation (CCRDC).

“Regional Development 
Australia Central Coast is 
aware of this joint study 
being undertaken between 
the Federal Government 
and NSW Government, and 
welcome the opportunity to 
engage with Government 
representatives to advance 
the possibility of a Central 
Coast based international 
airport,” said Regional 
Development Australia 
Central Coast chair Mr John 
Dawson.

Mr Dawson said the 
Regional Strategy for the 
Central Coast predicts job 
growth requirements of 
45,000 over the next 25 
years to service expected 
population growth, 

and an airport creating 
approximately 6000 jobs 
would make a large dent in 
this target.

“The positive impacts 
would be enormous in terms 
of the economy, jobs and 
tourism,” he said.

“Regional Development 
Australia Central Coast 
expects that the assessment 
process will involve an 
in-depth analysis of the 
economic, social, cultural 
and environmental impacts 
before any fi nal decision is 
taken.

“For Sydney’s second 
airport to operate 
successfully on the Central 
Coast it would require a 
very fast train connection, 

another signifi cant 
infrastructure investment, 
which would not only be 
a boon for Central Coast 
commuters, but have the 
potential to energise centre 
developments such as 
Warnervale, Gosford City 
and waterfront, and Mt 
Penang.

“Regional Development 
Australia Central Coast 
looks forward to the 
fi ndings of the study being 
announced in the near 
future,” said Mr Dawson.

Media Release, 8 Jul 2011
John Dawson, Regional 
Development Australia 

Central Coast

This follows the Federal 
Government recently 
commissioning a joint study 
with the State Government 
into Sydney’s airport needs 
and related transport 
matters.

The committee 
responsible for carrying 
out this joint study is 
chaired by both the Head 
of the Infrastructure and 
Transport Department Mr 
Mike Mrdak and Mr Sam 
Haddad from the NSW 
Planning Department and 
are preparing a report for 
both governments, to be 
completed in the second 
half of the year.

These reports will contain 

a series of economic models 
that outline Sydney’s 
transport needs.

Gosford Council’s general 
manager Mr Peter Wilson 
said that both the State and 
Federal Governments will 
review the report before any 
possible locations are put 
forward.

“This is an extensive 
process and a number 
of options are being 
investigated, including the 
Central Coast, all of which 
will be reviewed by both 
governments in an effort to 
fi nd the most suitable site.

“We need to wait for 
the recommendations of 
this report which will be 

available later this year 
before we begin jumping to 
any conclusions.

“While Council has no 
direct involvement in this 
investigation we are more 
than happy to provide 
information or assistance for 
the joint study if requested.

“ F o l l o w i n g 
recommendations coming 
from the report, we are also 
open to being engaged 
by the Federal and State 
Governments to discuss 
this issue,” said Mr Wilson.

Media Release, 1 Jul 2011
Gosford Council Media

Speculation on 
new airport

Informal discussions in regards to speculation that a second Sydney 
Airport may be located on the Central Coast were raised at the 
Central Coast Regional Organisation of Councils (CCROC) Meeting 

on Thursday, June 30.

Development association 
backs airport proposal

Regional Development Australia Central Coast NSW has announced 
it is eager to see a Central Coast site, considered as part of a 
study into the need for a second Sydney airport.
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The presentation 
will offer the general 
public access to their 
controversial and 
surprising research that 
identifies close links 
between Australia and 
ancient Egypt as well 
as identifying some 25 
separate art styles-
techniques of Aboriginal 
and Egyptian origin.

Mr Strong said he 
believes that the Central 
Coast region has an 
ancient history written 
in stone that has been 
hidden for thousands of 
years.

Mr Von Senff said 
he was so taken by the 
discovery of ancient 
hieroglyphs in the Kariong 
area that he has devoted 
his second PhD entirely to 
the subject.

Introduced to each 
other by local advocate 
and respected community 
member Ms Nina Angelo 
OAM, the two are now 
combining forces to 
present startling evidence 
that proves the Central 
Coast has an ancient, 
completely untold history 
in its very own backyard.

On the morning of the 
presentation local identity, 
bush-tucker man and 
passionate community 
leader, Jake Cassar will 
share his knowledge in a 
hands-on and interactive 
tour, starting from Kariong 
and taking the group to 
the site of the mysterious 
Hieroglyphs.

Media Release, 
25 Nov 2011 

Kariong Arts Barn

Hieroglyphs reveal
 hidden history

A presentation will be held at the Arts 
Barn in Kariong on Sunday, December 
11, from 2-4pm, by Ancient History 

specialist Mr Steven Strong and former 
skeptic and accomplished academic Dr Hans 
Dieter Von Senff.

Hieroglyphs found at Kariong

The Department of 
Planning and Infrastructure 
is exhibiting the proposed 
controls which have 
been submitted by the 
Central Coast Regional 
Development Corporation.

According to the 
proposed controls, the 
Gosford waterfront site 
has the potential to 
deliver a wide range of 
uses, including up to 
125,000 square metres 
for residential premises, 
at least 60,000 square 
metres for commercial and 
retail uses, up to 20,000 
square metres for hotel 
or serviced apartments 
and at least 15,000 square 
metres for entertainment 
and community facilities.

The community now has 
the chance to comment 
documents comprising 
a State significant site 
(SSS) study – which 
provides the context for, 
and a description of, 
the proposed planning 
controls, a State 
Environmental Planning 
Policy (SEPP) amendment 
which provides the 
statutory zoning, height 
and gross floor area 

information and a 
development control plan 
which outlines more fine-
grain controls covering 
issues such as building 
alignments and setbacks, 
parking and the public 
domain.

Overall, some 700 
additional residential 
dwellings and more 
than 4000 new jobs are 
proposed to be provided 
across the 52 hectare 
waterfront site (including 
18 hectares of land and 33 
hectares of water).

The documents are on 
exhibition until January 
31.

The proposed planning 
controls have been 
prepared to broadly 
implement the vision 
outlined in The Landing at 
Gosford masterplan.

This masterplan was 
publicly exhibited from 
September to early 
November.

Media Release, 
30 Nov 2011 

Laurel-Lee Roderick, 
NSW Department of 

Planning and Infrastructure

Feedback 
sought for The 

Landing

Feedback is being sought on the key 
planning controls to support the proposed 
revitalisation of the Gosford waterfront 

area, known as The Landing at Gosford.

The proposed development area on the Gosford waterfront
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Coastal Residents 
Incorporated secretary Mr 
Pat Aiken said the group 
invited Gosford councillors 
to attend the rally and 
explain why they had agreed 
to the persecution of a small 
group of people whose 
properties were affected by 
Gosford Council’s forecasts 
for sea level rise.

“The encoding of S149 
(5) Planning Certifi cates with 
information that is blatantly 
exaggerated, in our opinion, 
demonstrates that you 
[Gosford councillors] have 
not acted in good faith 
and that you have not 
demonstrated a duty of care 
to those residents affected 
by your decision to support 
the recommendation of 
Council offi cers,” said Mr 
Aiken.

“This decision exposes 
Gosford Council to future 
litigation and has already 
damaged the livelihood and 
wellbeing of thousands of 
Gosford City residents,” he 
said.

Mr Aiken went on to 
say that Council continued 

to claim that it would 
offer information sessions 
and public forums so the 
community could have their 
say, but after two years, 
there had been none.

“The water of Gosford 
Harbour is known to be the 
benchmark for the current 
1:100 fl ood planning levels 
for all of Brisbane Water and 
yet Gosford Council has laid 
out proposals that amount to 
abandonment of Davistown, 
Empire Bay and Woy Woy 
as a consequence of Sea 
Level Rise projections and 
at cost to those property 

owners.
“But the mayor then 

announced a need to raise 
public funds through a 
rate increase to support 
a commercial project that 
would be constructed on 
equally adversely affected 
land,” said Mr Aiken.

Gosford Council has 
claimed that over 9000 
properties were potentially 
affected by Sea Level Rise, 
but according to Mr Aiken, 
the projections were based 
on exaggerated claims of 
the CSIRO.

“The sea level rise 

records from Fort Denison, 
Newcastle and Port Kembla 
do not agree with the recent 
claims by the CSIRO that 
NSW waters indicate an 
average sea level rise of 
5mm average per year from 
1993 until 2011.

“This is a blatant 
exaggeration of facts.

“The Australian Bureau of 
Meteorology Australian Sea 
Level Survey 2009 states 
that average Australian 
Sea Level over an average 
of 42 years is 1.4mm-year 
with a standard deviation of 
0.7mm-year. 

“The same survey 
states that Fort Denison, 
Newcastle and Port Kembla 
have averaged less than 
1mm sea level rise for 
periods up to 100 years.

“Manly Hydraulics 
Laboratory, a NSW State 
Government agency, 
manages 21 tide gauges 
including fi ve open ocean 
gauges and including Fort 
Denison which provides 
high quality long term sea 
level data to government 
agencies around the world.

“The CSIRO has ignored 
this information and instead 

published a document that 
indicates an average 5mm 
sea level rise for NSW 
Coastal Waters from 1993 
until 2007 while Fort Denison 
indicates 0.4mm per year 
for the same period.

“An exaggeration of over 
1000 per cent.

“Gosford Council 
appeared to support Tanya 
Plibersek and Deborah 
O’Neill who cornered a 
group of retirees, threatened 
them with coastal fl ooding 
of their properties unless a 
carbon tax was put in place 
and then walked away.

“Gosford Council has 
also walked away.

“Gosford Council will not 
engage in the consultation 
that was promised and 
our mayor, in an ABC local 
broadcast, has labelled 
those who oppose the 
decision of Gosford Council 
as sceptics. 

“We are sceptical.
“We are sceptical of the 

claims made by Gosford 
Council that 9000 properties 
are affected and apparently 
being so concerned, Council 
still continues to retain 
information on planning 
certifi cates knowing how 
damaging this information 
has become,” he said.

Media Release, 
6 Apr 2012 

Pat Aiken, Coastal 
Residents Incorporated

Council will also seek 
advice on the implications 
should it withdraw the 
section 149 certifi cate 
message pertaining to sea 
level rise until the NSW 
State Government provides 
direction for a consistent 
approach and message.

It will also continue to 
assist community members 
in dealing with insurance 
companies where they 
have received signifi cantly 
increased insurance 
premiums due to fl ood risk 
and will write to the State 
Government requesting 
they make representations 

to the Insurance Council 
of Australia to ensure 
individual insurance 
companies determine their 
premiums in an appropriate 
manner and so avoid 
unjustifi able increases in 
annual premiums.

Coastal Residents 
Incorporated president 
Mr Len Gibbon spoke 
to Council at its meeting 
of Tuesday, May 1, and 
said the s149 (5) planning 
certifi cate was “invalid”.

He said Council was 
acting outside of their 
authority and was “guilty 
of destroying whole 

communities”.
“We call it irresponsible 

vandalism,” he said.
Gosford mayor Cr Laurie 

Maher said he thought 
insurance companies were 
abusing the policy.

Council developed 
sea level rise vulnerability 
mapping and, as part of 
developing these maps, 
used its discretion to share 
that information with current 
and future owners via a 
s149 (5) message.

The message stated that 
the land had been identifi ed 
as being potentially affected 
by sea level rise of up to 

0.9m by the year 2100 as 
adopted by Council at its 
meeting held on December 
1, 2009.

It went on to say that: 
“Council’s adopted sea 
level rise planning level of 
0.9m is consistent with the 
NSW State Government’s 
Sea Level Rise Policy 
Statement.”

“All applications to 
develop the land need 
to consider sea level rise 
but as council does not 
currently have relevant 
strategic plans with respect 
to management of sea level 
rise for the area, no specifi c 
sea level rise development 
controls apply to this land.

“Council is currently 
undertaking a program 
of studies that may affect 
future development on the 
land.”

The NSW Sea Level 
Rise Policy was released in 
October 2009 and provided 
sea level rise planning 
benchmarks to assist 
council in risk assessment 
and planning.

In August 2010 the “NSW 
Coastal Planning Guideline: 
Adapting to Sea Level Rise” 
was released by the State 
Government establishing 
planning principles to be 
applied by local government 
without clear direction or 
legislative backing.

The process also lacked 
any form of communication 
strategy or community 
consultation from the State 
Government.

Council’s report of 
Tuesday, May 1, stated that 
it had attempted to seek 
clarifi cation and clearer 
direction on various issues 

that surrounded sea level 
rise encoding, however, 
the State Government to 
date has failed to provide 
any clear and consistent 
direction for Councils on the 
NSW coast.

“NSW coastal 
communities are 
confused and angry at the 
differences of planning and 
communication strategies 
being undertaken by 
Councils.

“This frustration can only 
be resolved by direction 
from the State Government 
as to specifi cally when and 
what messages should be 
placed on s149 certifi cates 
to ensure consistency 
across all Councils.”

Gosford Council Agenda 
NM.7, 1 May 2012 

Council to seek advice on sea level rises
Gosford Council has resolved to write to the Minister for the 

Central Coast, NSW Department of Planning and Infrastructure, 
NSW Offi ce of Environment and Heritage and the Commonwealth 

Department of Climate Change and Energy Effi ciency to request a 
consistent approach to sea level rise mapping and property certifi cate 
messaging to relevant land owners across the eastern seaboard of 
NSW. 

The sea level rise rally in Gosford
Photos: ValsPix

Coastal residents protest
Co a s t a l 

R e s i d e n t s 
Incorporated 

held a sea level rally 
on Friday, April 27, at 
Gosford City Park to 
protest against the 
encoding of S149 (5) 
planning certifi cates.
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Gosford Public School 
Action Group chairperson 
Ms Jackie Draper, Central 
Coast Greens representative 
Ms Kate da Costa and Henry 
Kendall High School P and 
C president Mr Rob Wilcox 
spoke to the panel along 
with Teachers Federation 
representative Ms Debbie 
Westacott, Gosford Public 
School P and C president 
Mr Stephan Thomas and 
Gosford Waterfront Action 
Group representative Mr 
Gary Jackson.

“The whole proposal and 
documentation has been 
insultingly inadequate,” said 
Ms da Costa.

“The refusal of both 

the previous and current 
government to consider any 
other site than Henry Kendall 
High School has reduced the 
time for proper planning, but 

the children of Gosford Public 
School and Henry Kendall 
High School should not be 
punished for government 
intransigence.

“This will set precedence 
for mergers and the selloff of 
schools around the state. 

“Many people worked 
tirelessly on this campaign, 

supported by Dr John 
Kaye, Greens MLC in State 
Parliament.

“The petition, with over 
10,500 signatures, thousands 

of letters, the teachers the 
parents and everyone who 
has to make this transition 
work have been ignored.

“This State government 
was elected on a promise to 
listen to and empower local 
communities, but this forced 
relocation over the wishes 
of the entire community 
has made a mockery of the 
Coalition’s promise.

“The move, promoted 
as a way of paying for 
much needed and overdue 
upgrades, is a false economy. 

“As soon as the new 
school opens, it and the high 
school will be at capacity.

“The Government will fi nd 
itself very soon having to 
pay for an entire new school, 
but they appear to only be 
interested in the current 
budget.

“We will be keeping a 
close eye on the merged 
schools and the old 
waterfront site to see how 
long it takes for anything 
to appear there which will 
benefi t the community,” said 
Ms da Costa.

Email, 21 Sep 2012 
Kate da Costa, 

Central Coast Greens

Community objections overruled
A d e c i s i o n 

was made 
on Thursday, 

September 20, by 
the Joint Regional 
Planning Panel 
(JRPP) to approve 
the development 
application to 
relocate Gosford 
Public School to the 
grounds of Henry 
Kendall High School.

Wingecarribee Shire 
Council, along with City 
of Swan and Parkes Shire 
Councils, led the class action 
case, which involved a total of 
72 plaintiffs.

Although Gosford Council 
was not involved in the class 
action case, Council’s director 
of corporate services, Mr Nic 
Pasternatsky said Council 

would be following the case 
closely and would be guided 
by their own independent legal 
advice.

Wingecarribee Shire 
Council was seeking to recover 
approximately $20million in 
potential losses. 

The court found that 
the Council was misled by 
negligent advice and that the 

Australian arm of Lehman 
Brothers, previously known 
as Grange Securities, had 
engaged in deceptive conduct, 
breach of contract and a 
breach of its fi duciary duties.

Newly elected mayor, 
and Chair of Wingecarribee 
Council’s Finance Committee, 
Cr Juliet Arkwright said 
the decision vindicated the 

Council’s decision to instigate 
legal action against Lehman 
Brothers in a bid to recoup 
funds lost in fi nancial products 
known as collaterised debt 
obligations (CDOs). 

“This case has been an 
ongoing process, and we are 
very pleased with the result.

“We can now attempt to 
recoup funds,” Cr Arkwright 
said. 

“However the ruling does 
not stipulate how much, or 
indeed when we can expect 
to see monies returned,” she 

said.
“And whilst we may 

never receive all of our funds 
invested, any money recovered 
will have an enormous benefi t 
for the community as it will be 
fed back into Council services 
and community assets.” 

Wingecarribee Shire 
Council has already recovered 
$8.6 million from CDO 
investments, and still holds 
$11.6 million. 

The Council now awaits a 
court date in November when 
Justice Steven Rares will give 

fi nal orders that will confi rm 
details of the compensation 
that Lehman Brothers Australia 
will be liable for. 

The published reasons for 
judgment and the summary 
of the decision are available at 
www.fedcourt.gov.au.

Media statement, 
21 Sep 2012 

Nic Pasternatsky, 
Gosford Council
Media Release, 

24 Sep 2012 
Wingecarribee

Shire Council

Federal Court rules 
against Lehman Brothers

Gosford Council has said it will seek legal advice following the 
ruling from the Federal Court of Australia on Friday, September 
21, that investment company Lehman Brothers Australia is 

liable for millions of dollars lost by Councils via failed investments.

Issue 52February 26, 2013 Your independent local newspaper     -     Ph: 4325 7369

FREE

Over 6,500 homes lose 
power due to severe storms

Around 6,500 homes in Peats Ridge, Mooney Mooney, Kariong, 
Kulnura, Mount White and Narara were without power over the 
weekend of February 23 and 24 following severe storms in the 

region.

Additional crews from 
Ausgrid were sent from 
Newcastle and Sydney to 
assist in the restoration 
efforts as well as tree 
trimming crews to help 
cut away large trees and 
branches entangled in the 
electricity network. 

In some sections of 
major cable from Ausgrid's 
Somersby Zone Substation, 
large trees had fallen 
every 200 metres, making 

the repair job even more 
diffi cult. 

Gosford SES controller 
Mr Rolf Poole said 200 
calls were received from 
the Gosford area regarding 
damaged roofs, fallen trees, 
leaking roofs and fl oods.

Flooding occurred on 
the Central Coast Highway 
at the Racecourse Rd 
intersection, Shepard 
St in Umina, Wells St in 
Springfi eld and Showground 

Rd Narara.
NSW Police deputy state 

emergency operations 
controller, assistant 
commissioner Alan Clarke 
said emergency service 
personnel were "frustrated 
that valuable time and 
resources were being 
wasted to rescue motorists 
who were blatantly ignoring 
signs that roads are closed".

“We are again appealing 
for motorists, and members 

of the public to never 
enter fl oodwaters or cross 
fl ooded causeways.

“It is dangerous for them 
and for those who have to 
rescue them.

“Emergency services are 
tied up assisting people who 
have been affected by the 
weather and shouldn’t have 
to divert their resources 
to those who don’t heed 
warnings and act in a foolish 
manner.

“Motorists intending 
to drive are urged to slow 
down, be patient and drive 
to the conditions as many 

roads are affected by 
surface water.

“Most importantly 
motorists need to be 
mindful of the dangers of 
fl ooded roads due to hidden 
dangers and debris.

"Drivers should never 
enter fl oodwaters or cross 
fl ooded causeways,” 
assistant commissioner 
Clarke said. 

In the 24 hours leading 
up to Saturday, February 
23, Narara received 36mm 
of rain, Kincumber 25mm 
and Lisarow 38mm.

On Sunday, February 

24, Kincumber had 64mm, 
Narara had 72 and Lisarow 
received 122mm.

A number of beaches 
were closed over the 
weekend including Avoca, 
Copacabana, Killcare, North 
Avoca and Wamberal due to 
dangerous sea conditions.

Media Release, 
24 Feb 2013

Ausgrid Media
Media Release, 

23 Feb 2013
NSW Police Media

Website, 24 Feb 2013
Bureau of Meteorology

A tree down at Waratah Rd, Mangrove Mountain, which brought down 11,000 Volt powerlines A road closure on the Central Coast
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The Learning and 
Enterprise Centre proposal 
involved the establishment 
of a City Library and 
business hub, teleworking 
facilities and a university 
presence.

The application for $7 
million in funding, to be 
matched by council’s $8.1 
million contribution, was 
unsuccessful.

“It seems that once 
again the Central Coast 
misses out on signifi cant 
infrastructure that would 
have provided better jobs 

and better education for 
our children,” said Cr Jeff 
Strickson.

A meeting will now be 
requested with the newly 
elected deputy prime 
minister Mr Anthony 
Albanese to discuss why 
the application was not 
accepted even though it 
met all the essential criteria 
and had support from the 
wider community.

Member for Robertson 
Ms Deborah O’Neill said 
that, like all locals, she 
was disappointed that the 

funding for the project was 
not successful.

“I understand that the 
applications are awarded 
on merit by an independent 
panel,” said Ms O’Neill.

“I am committed to the 
fi ght to fund Kibbleplex, a 
comprehensive answer to 
Gosford’s employment and 
educational needs.

“I see it as a joint project 
with Gosford Council, and 
other community partners.

I am proud of the 
investment that we have 
already brought to Gosford 

with the early rollout of 
the National Broadband 
Network.

“New businesses are 
already relocating to the 
Coast to take advantage of 
the superfast and reliable 
broadband services 
available in the CBD.

“We have also recently 
secured $2.3m for the 
Gosford TAFE to run 
the E-Links educational 
program, only made 
possible with the NBN-
Enabled Education and 
Skills Services Program.

“Gosford City Council 
was awarded an additional 
$668,000 under round 
four of the RDAF for local 
community infrastructure.

“We are investing in 
regional Australia.

“I welcome Chris 
Holstein’s public 
declaration of support 
for the project, and hope 
that funds from the State 
Government follow.

“While this round 
of RDAF is over, I will 
continue to fi ght very hard 
for the $7.5m being sought 
for this project.

“I know how much it 
means to our community 
and the important message 
it will send to prospective 
investors that Gosford is 
open for business and 
open to opportunity,” said 
Ms O’Neill.

Liberal candidate 

for Robertson Ms Lucy 
Wicks said she was 
also disappointed that 
the funding didn’t come 
through.

“The Kibbleplex project 
would create badly needed 
new jobs and business and 
educational facilities in 
the centre of Gosford, but 
now the whole project is in 
jeopardy.”

Gosford Council Agenda 
UM.4, 2 Jul 2013

Media release, 3 Jul 2013
Richard Mehrtens, 

Offi ce of Deborah O’Neill
Media release, 

15 Jul 2013
Mary Doherty, 

Offi ce of Lucy Wicks

Kibbleplex funding rejected
Gosford Council has missed out on round four Regional 

Development Australia Funding (RDAF) which had been sought 
for the proposed Kibbleplex project in the Market Town building 

in Gosford.

The four-storey tower 
will become home to the 
new Reliance GP Super 
Clinic. 

“The Riverside Offi ce 
Tower currently paves the 
way for a greener future with 
optimum energy effi ciency 
and guaranteed savings 
in light and power,” said 
Riverside Park proprietor 
Mr Matthew Gibbens.

“It is the only building on 
the Central Coast to have a 
4.5 star NABER rating,” he 
said.

The Offi ce Tower covers 
a total of 6,300m² in size 
and boasts a grand foyer 
complete with sandstone 
feature walls, two lifts, 
Jimmy G’s cafe and 
pharmacy.

Other tenants 
include FLSmidth and 
Commonwealth Bank 
Business Banking. 

The GP Super Clinic 
will include 14 doctors, 
30 medical specialists, 
33 treatment rooms, 
pathology, radiology and 
X-ray services and more.

The Clinic will have an 
emphasis on preventative 
health care and operate 
seven days per week until 
10pm. 

To-date the Gibbens 
Group for Riverside Park 
have completed projects 
in conjunction with major 
national brands including 
Dan Murphy’s, KFC, 
Storage King, Westpac, 
Australian Red Cross and 

MoneyWise. 
“All work completed by 

the Gibbens Group remains 
on target in terms of budget 
and timeframes”, Mathew 
Gibbens said. 

While the majority of the 
offi ce tower is now leased, 
there are still some spaces 
available for sale or lease 
starting from 76m² in size.

The next stage of 
the development is 
already underway with 
the construction of the 
15,000m2 Masters Home 
Improvement and Medical 
Suites building due for 
completion by December.

Media release, 
12 Jul 2013

Matthew Gibbens, 
Riverside Park

Riverside Offi ce 
Tower to open soon
Final preparations are being made as Riverside Park gets ready to 

unveil its latest development on Friday, August 9.
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The Gosford 
B u s i n e s s 
Improvemen t 

District (GBID) 
P r o m o t i o n s 
Committee held its 
annual Gosford City 
Christmas Parade on 
Saturday, November 
30.

Entries had been coming 
in from across the Central 
Coast in the lead up to 
the event, with community 
groups, organisations and 
businesses all wanting to 
join the Christmas Parade.

GBID manager Mr Paul 
Brasch said the annual 
Christmas Parade was a 
well-established tradition in 
Gosford where Mann St is 
blocked off and transformed 

with all the colour and 
excitement of a Christmas 
Parade.

“The Parade attracted 
thousands of people who 
lined Mann St ready to see 
what we roll out,” Mr Brasch 
said.

The parade saw marching 
bands, vintage cars and 
fi re engines, costumed 
characters, business fl oats, 
roller girls, animals and 
Santa of course.

Central Coast Highland 
Dancing Inc won the 
business award for the 
Christmas Parade.

The organisation won 
a $5,000 media package 
which will be used to further 
promote Highland Dancing 
in the Central Coast Region.

Market stalls were set 

up from 9am on the day in 
Kibble Park.

The parade travelled 
down Mann St, Gosford, 
at 11am, and ran until just 
before midday.

After the parade, there 
were many free activities for 
the whole family in Kibble 
Park, entertainment on the 
main stage and food and 
gift market stalls.

There were also jumping 
castles, Zorb balls, train 
rides, a giant chess set, 
giant snow dome and a 
waterslide.

Media release, 
20 Nov 2013

Paul Brasch, Gosford 
Business Improvement 

District
Website, 2 Dec 2013

Facebook

Thousands attend 
Christmas Parade

Central Coast Highland Dancing group
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Waving signs and 
chanting, a group of 35 
residents hand delivered a 
240,000 strong petition and 
a bunch of bananas to the 
offi ce of Ms Wicks on the 
day that Federal Cabinet met 
to fi nalise changes to the 
upcoming Budget.

Jack Lloyd from Umina, 
who organised the Robertson 
petition delivery, said: “I got 
involved because I want to 
make sure my local member 
understands how important 
the ABC is to our region.”

More than 1,400 residents 
of Robertson signed the 
petition with two public 
meetings held recently with a 
focus on the effects of budget 
cuts on ABC operations 
on the Central Coast and 
nationally.

Mr Lloyd, however, 
said that within 24 hours 
of the petition delivery to 
over 60 Members of the 
House of Representatives 
across Australia, a media 
leak indicated that Federal 
Cabinet had decided to axe 
the ABC overseas service.

“Closure of the ABC 
overseas service is a direct 
contravention of the ABC 
Charter because it stops 

the ABC from broadcasting 
directly to Australian 
residents living overseas.

“Furthermore, the impact 
of budget cuts makes it more 
likely that we will lose the 
local radio station, ABC 92.5.

“So much for the promises 
of our Prime Minister, 
Tony Abbott and our local 
representative, Ms Lucy 
Wicks,” said Mr Lloyd.

“Mr Abbott said prior to 
the Federal election that 
there would be ‘no cuts to 
the ABC’.”

Mr Lloyd said Ms Wicks 
met for half an hour with 
leaders of the delivery protest 

and said the government had 
no plans to privatise or alter 
the charters of the ABC or 
SBS.

She said that she had 
personally met with ABC 
representatives to emphasise 
the importance of retaining 
the local ABC 92.5 station.

She said she hoped that it 
could be relocated to another 
location when its lease in 
Erina Fair expires in July.

She emphasised that the 
government had undertaken 
a review of the ABC because 
it wanted to be sure that 
effi cient use was being made 
of taxpayer funds.

However, she did not 
respond directly to the request 
that she plead a special case 
for the ABC with the Minister 
for Communications, the 
Hon. Malcolm Turnbull.

Members of Friends of 
the ABC emphasised that 
because of the topography 
and the geography of the 
Central Coast, only two of 
fi ve ABC radio services could 
be accessed by local resident 
and an upgrade was needed 
rather than cuts to service.

Over 65 petition deliveries 
took place in regional towns 
and cities across every 
state and territory, including 

in the electorates of key 
budget decision-makers, 
Communication Minister 
Turnbull, Treasurer Hockey 
and Prime Minister Abbott.

GetUp’s national director 
Sam Mclean said: “This is 
the fastest growing petition 
we’ve ever had and it’s on 
the way to being our biggest, 
which underlines just how 
seriously Australians take this 
threat to their ABC.” 

“Now, with petition 
deliveries happening 
at Federal MPs’ offi ces 
right across the country, 
thousands of Australians are 
making it clear they love their 

ABC and are ready to fi ght for 
it.”

In a formal statement to 
Coast Community News, 
Ms Wicks said she had met 
with presenter Scott Levi and 
producers at ABC Central 
Coast 92.5 FM regarding the 
relocation of the station.

“I have been told by the 
ABC that the relocation of the 
ABC Central Coast studio is 
an issue with the lease and 
they are currently looking at 
suitable alternative sites but 
there are certainly no plans 
not to continue the service,” 
said Ms Wicks.

“As the local member, 
I am a strong supporter 
of local radio here on the 
Coast, and have written to 
ABC managing director Mark 
Scott to express this, and 
met with ABC State director 
Peter Longman in January.

“As the mid-year fi nancial 
outlook revealed, the Budget 
is in a much worse state than 
Labor had forecast.

“If left unchanged, the 
Commonwealth Budget 
would be heading to 
combined defi cits of $123 
billion over the next four 
years. 

“That is why the Coalition 
is reviewing every public 
agency to ensure taxpayers 
are getting full value for 
money.

“The ABC and SBS are 
no exception, they have an 
obligation to their owners, 
the Australian people, to 
run their organisations as 
effi ciently and cost effectively 
as possible,” said Ms Wicks.

Media releases, 
7 & 9 May 2014

Jack Lloyd, Umina
Media statement, 

7 May 2014
Tim Sowden, offi ce of 

Lucy Wicks MP

“Aunty” lovers protest 
suspected cuts to the ABC

Voters in the 
R o b e r t s o n 
e l e c t o r a t e 

gathered outside 
the offi ce of local 
member Ms Lucy 
Wicks on Wednesday, 
May 7, to urge her to 
plead a special case 
to protect the ABC, 
joining thousands 
making simultaneous 
petition deliveries 
around the country.

Protestors outside the offi ce of Member for Robertson Ms Lucy Wicks
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Gosford Council 
has given the 
green light for 

the fi nal land release 
in Terrigal, approving 
the Stevens Group’s 
m a s t e r - p l a n n e d 
development – Kings 
Estate Terrigal.

Kings Estate Terrigal will 
deliver 135 lots on 54.1 
hectares of land located 
on Kings Ave at Terrigal, 
of which 18 hectares will 
be set aside to ensure the 
environment and ambience 
of the land is maintained.

This will be the fi rst major 
residential development 
in Terrigal in more than 10 
years, after the Stevens 
Group lodged a DA with 
Gosford Council earlier this 
year.

The approved DA 
refl ects a lower density 
development, with land that 
backs onto natural reserves 
and has an overall 135 lots, 
ranging from around 570m2 
to more than 2,700m2.

The development is 
scheduled to be completed 
in various stages, with 
18 hectares allocated to 
Gosford Council under 
the Coastal Open Space 

System.
The Coastal Open Space 

System includes part of 
Kincumba Mountain.

Stevens Group 
managing director Mr John 
Stevens said: “The focus 

for us on this development 
is very much on delivering 
an estate that embraces the 
natural beauty of the area 
and ensures the waterways 
and wildlife corridors 
are kept to the highest 

of standards, while also 
boasting large lots.

“To achieve this, we have 
dropped the density on 
site to ensure a minimum 
lot size of 570m2, while 
maintaining the natural 

landscape by earmarking 
a substantial portion of the 
land to the Coastal Open 
Space System.

“Further to this, the site 
will be developed under 
Community Title.

“The Community 
Title will allow for the 
effective management of 
community assets into the 
future and the creation 
of guidelines to steer the 
architectural integrity of the 
development, guaranteeing 
homes suit the landform 
and environment.

“We are very excited 
about this project and what 
it means for Terrigal and the 
Central Coast.

“This is the last land 
release in Terrigal and 
follows a 17-year rezoning 
and approval process.

“With pent up interest 
from buyers, generated 
from the long wait for the 
land, it is anticipated that 
when lots go to market in 
mid-October, many of the 
lots will be snatched up 
in record time,” said Mr 
Stevens.

Kings Estate Terrigal is 
named after the King family 
who were the original land 
owners in the area.

Media release, 
24 Sep 2014

Ashleigh Milne, 
Brilliant Logic

Kings Estate Terrigal multi-million 
dollar land release approved

With the population of the 
Central Coast projected to 
increase to almost 387,000 
by 2031, the Discussion 
Paper was launched to 

kick start the conversation 
about the Coast’s future, 
in particular the focus on 
creating more jobs closer to 
home.

“The Central Coast is 
a great place to live and 
raise a family, but there are 
real challenges we need to 
address if the community is 

to harness the region’s full 
potential,” Ms Goward said.

Mr Stokes said: “As the 
Coast grows, it’s critical we 
have the jobs, transport, 
roads, health services and 
jobs to allow the area to 
thrive in the future and that’s 
why the NSW Government 

is planning for a growing 
Central Coast now.”

The Your Future Central 
Coast discussion paper is 
the fi rst step in developing 
this plan.

Feedback received will 
inform the draft regional 
growth and infrastructure 

plan.
Like the discussion 

paper, the draft plan will 
be released for further 
consultation and feedback.

Email 19 Sep 2014
Central Coast Regional 

Development Corporation

Your Future Central Coast discussion paper launched
Minister for Planning Ms Pru Goward and Minister for the Central 

Coast and Assistant Minister for Planning Mr Rob Stokes 
launched the Department of Planning and Environment’s 

discussion paper Your Future Central Coast on Friday, September 19.
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The new 22,000m2 
warehouse and distribution 
centre will become the 
centre of the electrical 
supplier’s $8 billion network 
upgrade, including the 
holding station for major 
electrical equipment such 
as transformers and cables.

Ausgrid’s managing 
director Mr George 
Maltabarow said the Central 
Coast was fast becoming 
an important cog in the 
company’s operations.

“Our network 
administrative services 

on the Central Coast are 
based at Tuggerah and 
we’re building a new super-
depot at Ourimbah,” Mr 
Maltabarow said.

“They are now joined by 
our central warehouse at 
Somersby that will become 
the key point to supply 
equipment needed for our 
$8 billion network upgrade.”

Mr Maltabarow said 
Ausgrid already had 350 
people stationed on the 
Central Coast helping to 
deliver $600 million of 
electrical upgrades and 

70,000 maintenance tasks 
each year across the region.

“We have now directly 
employed another 13 
people from the Central 
Coast to help run this new 
warehouse,” he said.

“It is a central point for 
our network operations, 
so its location, scale and 
technology will help drive 
even greater effi ciency in 
delivering one of Australia’s 
largest infrastructure 
programs.”

The site was previously 
used by Coles as a central 

distribution facility, but has 
since undergone an $11 
million fi t out to allow the 
safe and effi cient storage of 
electrical equipment.

 “It will accommodate an 
expected 64% increase in 
general materials and three 
times the number of cable 
deliveries required for our 
capital works program,” Mr 
Maltabarow said.

“It will also mean a more 
secure, safer and better 
controlled facility.”

Media Release, 
3 Mar 2011

Allyn Hamonet, Ausgrid

New depot to help deliver
 building program

Ausgrid (formerly Energy Australia) has relocated its logistical 
headquarters to Somersby to help deliver one of Australia’s 
largest infrastructure programs.

“These upgrades will 
provide a safer, smoother 
route for motorists”, said 
Labor candidate for Gosford 
Ms Katie Smith.

“I look forward to the 
upgrades completion in 

mid-march and an improved 
journey on Woy Woy road”, 
said Ms Smith.

“I’d ask everyone 
persevere. I have 
experienced the congestion 
that has built up this week 

fi rst hand.  
“But can assume you 

that there will be a greatly 
improved journey on Woy 
Woy road once the project 
is fi nished,” she said.

Ms Smith said she is 

Woy Woy Rd receives 
upgrade grant

The NSW Government has provided $128,000 for the upgrade of 
Woy Woy Rd, Kariong, with completion expected by mid-March.

aware that there are other 
road works underway and 
has asked everyone to take 
care. 

“This is a diffi cult time 
but the end result will be 
worth it,” she said.

Media Release, 
4 Mar 2011

Katie Smith, Labor

Ms Smith sent a letter 
to the Gosford Council 
general manager Mr 
Peter Wilson stating that 
it had been brought to 
her attention by several 
members of the public 
that Cr Holstein may be 
using Council facilities to 
benefit his campaign.

“Matters reported 
included holding meetings 
with relevant persons in 
the Mann St building and 
use of Council staff for 
campaign matters,” said 
Ms Smith.

“I am now aware that he 
is holding meetings with 
members of the public to 
discuss campaign matters 
in Council run buildings.

“It is not case where he 
is meeting with community 
groups operating out of 
the building as an invited 
speaker but he is actually 
running his campaign on 
these occasions,” said Ms 
Smith.

Cr Holstein said the 
unfounded allegations 
concerned the use of the 
Over 50s facilities and a 
recent meeting with the 
shadow minister for arts 
Mr Anthony Roberts.

“This just goes to show 
that this is nothing more 
than dirty politics from a 
candidate who represents 
a party that has nothing 
to say and nothing 
constructive to offer the 
people of Gosford,” Mr 
Holstein said.

 “Both matters were 
referred to Gosford City 
Council for a thorough 
investigation and the 
general manager Mr Peter 
Wilson has confirmed that 
absolutely no evidence 
of any misuse of Council 
facilities or staff could be 

found,” Mr Holstein said.
In a letter from Mr 

Wilson to Cr Holstein 
it was confirmed that 
there was no evidence 
Cr Holstein had used the 
facilities inappropriately.

“Investigations were 
also undertaken into the 
allegation of Council 
staff assisting you in 
your campaign,” said Mr 
Wilson.

“A number of staff were 
interviewed and there is 
no evidence to support 
this allegation,” he said.

Cr Holstein has 
announced that he is now 
calling on Ms Smith for 
an immediate apology for 
the unfounded allegations 
and an apology to Gosford 
Council for “wasting their 
resources and time in a 
needless investigation”.

“As the Premier has 
said sorry for the appalling 
performance of her Labor 
government for the past 
16 years, the Labor 
candidate must also issue 
an apology.

“Let’s get real, while 
the Labor candidate is 
wasting time on looking 
for any grubby issue to 
build her profile, I am 
focusing on the people of 
this electorate.

“I am fighting to 
ensure Gosford gets the 
investment in critical 
services and infrastructure 
denied by this do nothing, 
deliver nothing Labor 
Government,” Mr Holstein 
said.

Media Release, 
17 Feb 2011

Chris Holstein, Liberal
Peninsula News, 

21 Feb 2011

Holstein 
cleared of 
allegations

Liberal candidate for Gosford Cr Chris 
Holstein has welcomed a Council 
report clearing him of allegations 

raised by Labor candidate Ms Katie Smith 
that he was using Council facilities to 
conduct his campaign for the state seat of 
Gosford.
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Concerns over 
West Gosford intersection

The West Gosford intersection

A member of the public 
found two devices glued 
to an ATM at a fi nancial 
institution on Mann Street, 
Gosford, just after 10.40am.

Police from Brisbane 
Water Local Area Command 
and Forensic Services 
Group attended the scene 
and conducted inquiries.

The items were seized for 
examination.

Local detectives are 
appealing for public help as 
they continue their inquiries.

Skimming devices found on ATM 
Detectives are appealing for public assistance after skimming 

devices were discovered attached to an ATM in Mann St, Gosford, 
on Tuesday, April 5.

Investigators are keen 
to speak with two men 
who were in the vicinity 
of the ATM about 6.30am 
yesterday.

They have released 
closed-circuit television 
(CCTV) images of the two 

men.
Police believe the men 

might be able to help them 
with their inquiries

Anyone who knows the 
identity of the men or their 
current whereabouts is 
urged to contact Gosford 

Detectives via Crime 
Stoppers on 1800 333 000.

Media Release, 6 Apr 2011
NSW Police Media

Council has requested 
the provision of independent, 
comprehensive, objective 
and quality information on the 
possible merger be placed on 
the Agenda for the next central 
Coast Regional Organisation of 
Councils (CCROC) as the basis 
for extensive consultation.

According to the Council 
report, the two Councils have 
been working closely in all 
aspects of operation.

“The staff at both Councils 
have been working closely 
together to maximise 
effi ciency, reduce duplication, 
develop common policies and 
develop and deliver projects 
across the Central Coast.”

According to the report, 
other areas could benefi t 
from further cooperation 
including waste operations, 
library services, child care 
services, fl eet operations, 
information and technology 
services, human resource 
services, environmental plans, 

development control plans, 
community strategic plans, 
fees and charges and policies.

The concept of the merger 
has been discussed between 
the Councils in the past, with 
the last debate taking place in 
2003 when the then Minister 
for Local Government, the 
Honourable Tony Kelly, wrote 
to all NSW Councils seeking 
a response on the actions 
being taken to review their 
boundaries and identify areas 
for further cooperation.

Gosford Council undertook 
a statistically valid phone 
survey across the Local 
Government Area.

As a result of the survey, 
Council concluded that 42.8 
per cent were opposed to the 
amalgamation of Gosford and 
Wyong Councils with 39.5 per 
cent in support and 17.7 per 
cent did-could not answer.

Council Agenda MM.6, 
5 Apr 2011

Council 
considers 
merger

In a Mayoral Minute in its meeting held on 
Tuesday April 5, Gosford Council resolved 
to investigate the possible amalgamation of 

Gosford and Wyong Councils.

Peninsula Chamber 
of Commerce president 
Mr Matthew Wales said 
the Peninsula business 
community is concerned 
that the current approval 
and funding of the signalised 
intersection at the Central 
Coast Highway-Brisbane 
Water Drive intersection 
may be scrapped, but newly 
elected member for Gosford 
Cr Chris Holstein said he is 
looking for the best option 
for the long term at the best 
value.

“I’ve been fi ghting for 
it for 14 years and I now 
see my responsibility and 
my job to make sure that it 
happens,” said Cr Holstein.

“This project, be it the 
current proposal or an 
upgraded proposal, still 
has to go through the NSW 
infrastructure program as 
outlined by Barry O’Farrell, 
because of the cost of the 
project,” said Cr Holstein.

“But the previous 
government has allocated 
no funds for the project 
and we are advised by the 
RTA through Council not 
a month ago, that it didn’t 
matter what happened at 
the election, there’s still 
another two years before 
work can commence.

“I am not satisfi ed with 
that answer and will be 
seeking to give it the highest 
priority,” said Cr Holstein.

“One of the things we will 
be doing is seeking to ensure 
whether reconsideration 
can be given to ensure an 
ultimate solution can be 
given to the intersection.”

Mr Wales said it is 
extremely important that the 
new State Government give 
certainty to the intersection 
construction.

“The business 
community on the Peninsula 
cannot afford further 
delays, especially after the 

exhaustive consultation 
process already undertaken 
by the RTA”, said Mr Wales.

The Peninsula Chamber 
of Commerce is concerned 
that the incoming 
Government will revisit the 
fl yover option which had 
previously been discounted 
by the RTA.

“The approved signalised 
intersection design will cost 
around $100 million to build 
and take two and a half 
years, whereas the fl yover 
option will blow the cost 
out to $280 million and take 
up to four years”, said Mr 
Wales.

“The fl yover would also 
eliminate the north bound 
right turn into the West 
Gosford RSL, Offi ce Works 
and Spotlight creating 
severe impacts on those 
businesses which depend 
on easy access.

“It would also disrupt the 
intersection hierarchy from 

The Peninsula Chamber of Commerce has raised concerns over 
the fate of the West Gosford intersection reconstruction as a 
result of the new Liberal-National State Government.

West Gosford right through 
to East Gosford and simply 
transfer traffi c congestion 
further down the highway 
into the Gosford CBD.

“Investigating the fl yover 
option would also delay 
the project another 18 
months and reach the same 
conclusion that the RTA 
has already reached, it’s 
too expensive and will have 
unacceptable disruptions 
on business,” he said.

“The reconstruction of 
the intersection has been on 
the books for over 25 years 
and with every delay the 
cost of the work continues 
to spiral.

Let’s get cracking and get 
the approved work started,” 
said Mr Wales.

Kaitlin Watts
Interviewee:

Chris Holstein
Media Release, 

27 Mar 2011
Matthew Wales, Peninsula 

Chamber of Commerce

Possible future signage
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Cr Freewater must provide 
a written apology to his fellow 
councillors as well as make 
a public apology at an open 
council meeting.

Council has also 
forwarded its fi ndings to 
the director general of the 
Division of Local Government 
for consideration.

The decision comes 
following an investigation 
by an independent conduct 
reviewer regarding two 
separate incidents in 
February

Cr Peter Freewater said 
he regrets his comments 
regarding calling Council’s 
weekend workshop a “junket, 
completely unnecessary 
and a waste of ratepayers 
money”, claiming they 
were”sensationalised in the 
media”.

“I was simply providing 
my opinion that although 
we don’t have our own golf 
course, Council does have 
meeting rooms and we 
don’t need to spend 10s of 
thousands of rate-payers 
dollars to meet at a luxury 

resort for a weekend.
Cr Chris Burke said 

the Council has done all 
that it can in regard to Cr 
Freewater’s breaches.

“All stones have been 
unturned, we’ve done the 
right process and gone the 
right way and now we just 
have to wait to see what they 
come back with,” said Cr 
Burke.

“We didn’t take this lightly, 
the eight councillors.

“When we put this up we 
wanted to make sure we 
were on the right track, so 
we put it out to an external 
reviewer,” he said.

Cr Craig Doyle agreed 
and said as councillors “we 
accept the code of conduct, 
it’s an honorable product and 
we have to conduct ourselves 
appropriately”.

“It’s a two edged sword, if 
you challenge the notion you 
have to be willing to accept 
the investigation and the 
fi ndings.

But Cr Freewater said 
he “completely reject[s] the 
fi ndings of the so-called 

independent reviewer”.
“How can a solicitor 

repeatedly hired by the 
council and briefed by the 
Council be independent of 
Council?

“In 2007 I promised the 
people of Gosford that if I 
were elected to Council I 
would fi ght corruption and 
mismanagement.

“I have proven to them that 
I can be trusted to honour my 
promises,” he said.

Cr Freewater said he is 
currently seeking legal advice 
to “challenge Council’s 
decision and possibly sue the 
Council for defamation.”

Cr Doyle, however, said 
that Council considers “any 
breach of the code as an 
exceptionally serious manner.

“We have to live by code.
“When one of our own 

breaks the code, I guess 
this shows that we’re not 
prepared to accept that 
either.

“Referring it to the director 
general is the highest we can 
take it,” he said.

The complaint was lodged 

with the general manager 
by Cr’s Laurie Maher, Craig 
Doyle, Chris Burke, Chris 
Holstein, Jim Macfadyen, 
Vicki Scott and Jeff Strickson 
regarding the conduct of Cr 
Freewater in an interview 
he did on ABC Radio on 
February 14 and a report in 
the Express Advocate on 
February 16.

Cr Terri Latella did not sign 
the complaint.

The councillors said Cr 
Freewater showed no respect 
for the Council or individuals 
and that this disrespect, 
using false information, 
breaching of confi dentiality, 
undermining the authority 
and reputation of Council 
and its staff amounted to 
breached of the Council’s 
Code of Conduct.

Council said it will be 
making no further comment 
on this issue.

Gosford Council Agenda 
COM.17, 6 Sep 2011

Gosford Council Media,
 6 Sep 2011

Kaitlin Watts, 6 Sep 2011
Media Statement, 

9 Sep 2011
Cr Peter Freewater

Freewater censured but not silenced
At a meeting on Tuesday, September 6, Gosford Council resolved 

to censure Cr Peter Freewater for code of conduct breaches 

Cr Peter Freewater

Mr Holstein said the 
Budget delivers, over the next 
four years, 900 more teachers, 
2475 more nurses and 550 
police offi cers and a record 
infrastructure investment to 
address the building backlog 
left by Labor.

This year it equates to 200 
teachers, 150 police offi cers 
and 940 nurses. 

Spending on hospitals and 
health capital works over the 
next four years is $4.7 billion 
– 50 per cent higher than over 
the last four years. 

“Locally this means $17.4 
million for the new Gosford 
Regional Cancer Centre 
and $500,000 to commence 
planning for the return of the 
Woy Woy Rehabilitation Unit,” 
said Mr Holstein.

Gosford Hospital will also 
receive two special care 
nursery cots at a cost of 
$800,000.

Gosford residents will also 
see the Gosford Public School 
relocation completed in 2014, 
an upgrade of Gosford TAFE 
with $1.3 million allocated 
in 2011-12 and due to be 
completed next year at a cost 
of $3.4 million.

$2.5 million has also been 
allocated for this year and 
next for the upgrades of local 
high schools as well as school 
maintenance to increase by 
nearly 11 per cent on last year.

$1 million has been set 
aside for investigations into 
the upgrade of Woy Woy Rd 
as the fi rst stage of a four year, 
$30 million project.

The West Gosford 
intersection has been 
allocated $9 million to continue 
planning and preconstruction 
and $500,000 will go toward 
safety improvements on 
Wiseman Ferry Rd as the fi rst 
stage of a four year, $5 million 
commitment.

Gosford Police Station is 
due to be completed next year 
with $4.2 million allocated 
and $600,000 for new villas 
in Gosford for people with a 
disability.

“The NSW Liberals and 
Nationals’ fi rst Budget delivers 
for Gosford by allocating 
funds for the commencement 
of the projects committed 
to during the election and I 
look forward to seeing these 
projects fi nalised during this 
term,” said Mr Holstein.

“Rebuilding NSW means 
repairing what was left 
behind, improving services 
and building the infrastructure 
the people of NSW need.

“The NSW Liberals and 
Nationals Government is very 
conscious that if we don’t get 
expenses under control, there 
are no funds to fi x the services 
people rely on every day,” he 
said.

In The Entrance electorate, 
$2.5 million has been 
allocated for the relocation of 
Gosford Horticulture Institute 
in Ourimbah. 

In the Terrigal electorate 
$20 million has been set 
aside to continue major work 
on the four lane widening of 
the Central Coast Highway 
between Matcham Rd, Erina 
Heights and Ocean View Dr, 
Wamberal.

Media Release, 
6 Sep 2011

Caroline Hutcherson, Offi ce 
of Chris Hartcher MP

Media Release, 
6 Sep 2011

Chris Holstein MP
Media Release, 

6 Sep 2011
Aaron Henry, Offi ce of Chris 

Spence MP

Gosford to see improvements from fi rst Liberal budget
The people of Gosford will see improved roads and education as 

a result of the Liberals and Nationals fi rst Budget, according to 
member for Gosford Mr Chris Holstein.

$4.2 million allocated for completion of Gosford Police Station
Photo: Naomi Bridges
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The Strategy would aim to 
enhance the opportunities 
for exercising and enjoying 
dogs while protecting 
natural environments and 

managing the impacts 
on users of open space 
areas such as beaches, 
parks, cycle ways and 
playgrounds.

It would involve 
extensive community 
engagement and Council 
would make online forums, 
surveys, workshops and 

New policy 
regarding dogs

Gosford Council is in the process of developing a Dogs in Open 
Spaces Strategy to replace its existing Dog Exercise Areas 
Policy.

The unit would consist of 
eight one bedroom units, 27 
two bedroom units and six 
three bedroom units on six 
to seven levels above the 
basement car parking.

The proposal provides for 
four levels of basement car 
parking for 70 cars, bicycle 
storage and waste storage.

Gosford Council 
approved the development, 
despite a breach of the 18 
metre height control.

The applicant stated 
that three of the units 
were potentially outside 
the height control due to 
the diffi cult site levels and 
sloping ground.

Council’s report, dated 
Tuesday, February 7, stated 
that strict application of the 

standard was unreasonable 
given the severe slope of the 
site and particularly where 
the aim of the control had 
been achieved which was to 
create a six storey building.

“In our opinion, there are 
suffi cient planning grounds 
to warrant a relaxation 
of the 18 metre height 
development standard.

“Strict application of the 
control does not lead to a 
better planning outcome.

“Each site must be 
considered on its own merit 
and in this instance there are 
signifi cant site constraints 
to warrant a relaxation of the 
control.”

Gosford Council Agenda 
ENV.3, 7 Feb 2012 

Council 
approves 

units despite 
breaches

Gosford Council has granted consent to 
the demolition of two existing houses 
in John Whiteway Dr, Gosford, and the 

construction of a residential fl at building 
which would contain 41 units.

Recent testing of drinking 
water quality in the Kariong 
area indicated that water 
being supplied through 
the reticulation system 
was compliant with the 
Australian Drinking Water 
Guidelines.

Kariong and Mt Penang 
residents are no longer 
required to boil their water 
before consumption and 
can consume water directly 
from the tap on their 
properties.

Council has advised 
that there is no need for 
residents to fl ush their 
property’s water pipes.

The water that has been 

used in the property for non 
drinking purposes over the 
last day will have suffi ciently 
fl ushed out any potentially 
contaminated water.

Council has been unable 
to identify the cause of 
the E. coli at this stage, 
however, investigations are 
continuing.

Chlorine concentrations 
in the area are now suffi cient 
to prevent any reccurrence 
of E. coli.

In response to the 
Kariong incident, Gosford 
Council undertook broader 
sampling of the Gosford 
water supply system.

In house testing found 

low levels of E. coli in two of 
the 25 reservoirs sampled, 
Mt Ettalong and Berrys 
Head Rd.

Council immediately 
increased chlorination in 
both sites and has achieved 
the recommended levels 
of chlorine to protect the 
community.

As a precautionary 
measure, and after 
consultation with the 
Central Coast Public Health 
Unit and the Ministry of 
Health, Gosford Council has 
embarked on a system wide 
program to increase chlorine 
levels throughout the 
drinking water distribution 

system.
Gosford Council said 

it would also increase its 
monitoring program to 
ensure the effectiveness of 
these actions.

The results of monitoring 
will be shared with the 
Public Health Unit and the 
Gosford community.

Council and the Public 
Health Unit advised there 
was no need for action by 
residents in relation to their 
drinking water supply.

Council said some people 
may notice an increased 
taste and odour of chlorine 
over the next few days but it 
is not a health concern.

Media Release, 8 Feb 2012 
Gosford Council Media

E. coli alert lifted
Gosford Council, in conjunction with the Central Coast Public 

Health Unit, has lifted the boil water alert that has applied to the 
drinking water supply in Kariong and Mt Penang since Monday, 

February 6.

consultations widely 
available to the community.

Gosford Council’s 
manager of open space 
and leisure services Mr 
Phil Moore said that the 
strategy would provide 
equitable directions for dog 
management in open space 
areas in the future.

“We are encouraging all 
residents to get involved in 
our workshops and surveys 
to ensure the strategy is a 
balanced document that 
will meet the needs of our 
entire community.

“With community input, 
this strategy will assist 
Council in continuing 
to provide functional, 
multipurpose open space 
that can be utilised fairly 
by all residents,” said Mr 
Moore.

Community Engagement 
Workshops for the Strategy 
will be held in late February 
with further details being 
made available soon.

Surveys are available on 
Council’s website or can be 
picked up from Council’s 
Customer Service Centres, 
Community Centres and 
Libraries. 

Media Release,
 6 Feb 2012 

Gosford Council Media

Chops and Cino playing in one of Council’s dog exercise areas
Photo: Naomi Bridges

The
Central Coast
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The Landing -
 Debate continues

A Mayoral Minute 
was starred at Council’s 
meeting of Tuesday, June 
26, following an article 
titled “Landing Sunk?” that 
appeared in the Gosford 
edition of the Central Coast 
Express Advocate on Friday, 
June 22.

Council’s staff report 

stated that recent articles 
in the media regarding the 
Landing development did 
not accurately refl ect the 
unwavering support being 
given by Gosford Council 
and the NSW Government.

“The development of 
the Masterplan for The 
Landing is built on the 

foundation of strong 
community consultation 
process through the 
Gosford Challenge, and is 
a component of the holistic 
approach being taken to 
ensure the regeneration of 
the whole Gosford CBD 
including the waterfront 
precinct.

“The outcomes and 
expectations put forward 
by the community during 
this process have been the 
driving force behind the 
creation of this Masterplan 
for The Landing.

“The Landing will 
be the catalyst for the 
redevelopment of greater 
Gosford City, attracting 
further investment and 
creating signifi cant 
economic activity for the 
wider Central Coast area.

“The combination of 
community and commercial 
infrastructure will provide a 
balanced community hub 
that re-connects the city to 
the waterfront,” stated the 
report.

“The commercial aspects 
of the Masterplan have 
been designed to provide 
maximum benefi t to the 
community economically, 
while creating a community 
space for the enjoyment 
of residents and visitors to 

Gosford.
“It is anticipated that 

over 4000 jobs will be 
created within the Gosford 
Region as a direct result of 
The Landing development, 
with initial building works 
also creating signifi cant 
work for local tradespeople, 
contractors and suppliers.”

Gosford Council Agenda 
MM.8, 26 Jun 2012 

Council reaffi rms support
An artist’s impression of The Landing

Photo: Central Coast Regional Development Corporation

Gosford Council has resolved to reiterate its continued support 
for all projects associated with the Gosford Challenge and 
to continue to work closely with the Central Coast Regional 

Development Corporation to ensure The Landing is a success.

More on The Landing 
on Pages 3 and 4
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Preparatory work on 
West Gosford intersection 

upgrade underway
Work has started in preparation for the 

upgrade of the Central Coast Highway 
at West Gosford.

An overview of the proposed intersection at West Gosford

“An upgrade of this scale 
requires detailed planning 
and a staged approach,” 
said Member for Gosford Mr 
Chris Holstein. 

“Before the road can be 
built, many of the utilities 
need to be relocated.

"Brisbane Water Dr and 
Manns Rd are vital links 
between Gosford, Woy 
Woy and Narara providing 
access to railway stations, 
local businesses and 
retail centres, the Central 
Coast Highway and the F3 
Freeway.

"Access to all residential 
and commercial properties 
needs to be maintained 
along with traffi c fl ow for the 
70,000 vehicles which use 
the intersection each day. 

“Work has started on 
building a local access road 
linking Ferguson Close and 
Kulara Ave.

"This will enable Bel-
Hilton Pde to be closed 
and a road between Dyer 
Crescent and Grieve Close 
to be built to provide local 
access during the project. 

“Storm water drainage 
improvements will be 
carried out in advance of 
major work,” Mr Holstein 
said.

Other preliminary works 
will include demolition of 
buildings, clearing of the 
site and the relocation of 
utilities such as power.

The project itself will 

involve the widening and 
realigning of Brisbane Water 
Dr and Manns Rd between 
Kalura Ave in the south and 
Stockyard Place in the north 
as well as the widening of 
the Central Coast Highway 
between the lower end of 
Kariong Hill and just west of 
Yallambee Ave.

The project is expected 
to improve safety, reduce 
congestion and delays, and 
improve accessibility for all 
road users.

A system of shared 
pedestrian-cycle paths on 
both sides of the main roads 
will connect to existing 
paths.

Bus stops will be in 
indented bays as close 
as possible to pedestrian 
crossings.

The project is expected 
to accommodate traffi c 
growth for more than 20 
years.

Following community 
input RMS selected 
a ground level cross 
intersection, including a link 
between Grieve Close and 
Jusfrute Dr, as the preferred 
option in 2010.

RMS fi nalised an 
environmental assessment 
to proceed to detailed 
development and 
construction in December 
2010.

Through this further 
development work, 
RMS undertook detailed 

investigations and design 
refi nements.

There will now be traffi c 
lights at the Grieve Close-
Manns Rd intersection 
rather than a roundabout 

to maximise safety for 
pedestrians and improve 
traffi c effi ciency.

Preparatory work is not 
expected to impact traffi c. 

RMS will be inviting 

tenders early next year 
for the proposed upgrade 
project.

Work is expected to start 
when preparation work 
is complete in mid 2013, 

weather permitting. 

Media release, 
12 Nov 2012

Chris Holstein, 
Member for Gosford

The long 
commute to 
Sydney for 

many Central Coast 
workers could be a 
thing of the past, with 
the switch on of the 
National Broadband 
Network (NBN) in 
Gosford on Tuesday, 
April 23.

Community leaders and 
local teleworkers switched 
on the NBN at 10am at the 
intersection of Dane Dr and 
Central Coast Highway, set 
against the backdrop of the 
heavy traffi c on the busy 
Central Coast Highway.

The switch on in the 
Gosford CBD and East 
Gosford connected over 
1,000 premises, with the 
NBN rollout progressing 
across Berkeley Vale, 
West Gosford, Springfi eld 
and radiating out from 
Gosford and Berkley Vale 
Exchanges.

Regional Development 
Australia chairman Mr Dave 
Abrahams said he saw the 
NBN rollout as another 
example of how the Central 
Coast could benefi t from 
the sort of teamwork that 
the Central Coast Mariners 
were famous for.

“The Central Coast 
is rapidly developing 
a teamwork ethos, the 
switch on of the NBN will 
further this momentum in 
businesses, educational 
institutions and for 
teleworking opportunities.

“The NBN is an inspired 
policy and we’re pleased to 
acknowledge the very hard 
work local federal MPs 
have made on behalf of the 

community.
“I’m aware that not 

everyone understands 
the benefi ts that the NBN 
will bring to their lives and 
organisations.

“It’s now a matter of 
continuing the educational 
process for the community 
about embracing the NBN 
and using it to benefi t our 
fabulous Central Coast 
region,” said Mr Abrahams.

Member for Robertson 
Ms Deborah O’Neill said 
the switch on was a “very 
exciting day for residents 
and businesses around 
Gosford who will now be 
connected to the NBN and 
all the opportunities that it 
will bring”.

“The NBN will 
revolutionise the way that 
locals will use the internet.

“We will be able to see 
our doctor from home, and 
our kids will be able to take 
a specialist class at another 
school.

“The tyranny of distance 
will become a thing of the 
past,” Ms O’Neill said.

More than 2,391 
residents and business 
owners have received a 
free connection to the NBN 
and are now able to access 
super-fast internet.

“Locals are spoilt for 
choice when they switch to 
the NBN.

“A standard NBN 
connection to the home 
or offi ce is free and retail 
services are available from 
around $30 a month from 
40 ISPs,” said Ms O’Neill.

Local businesses will 
also benefi t by being able 
to reach new customers 
around the world, including 
right here in the growing 

Asia-Pacifi c region.
“This is a great 

opportunity for businesses 
to expand their operations 
from right here on the 
Central Coast into the 
global marketplace or for 
large companies to relocate 
into Gosford.” Ms O’Neill 
said.

“We have 30,000 locals 
who commute to Sydney 
for work each day - that is 
a lot of people who would 
prefer to work closer to 
home and the NBN creates 
those new opportunities. 

“Workers will be able to 
tele-commute to the offi ce 
a couple of days a week, so 
will spend less time on the 

F3 or on a train and more 
time at home with their 
family.

“The NBN will change 
the way we live, work, and 
access services and I’m 
delighted that here on the 
Coast we will be among 
the fi rst in the country to 
benefi t,” Ms O’Neill said.

Regional Development 
Australia Central Coast 
(RDACC) CEO Mr Andrew 
Roach has also pledged his 
support the switch-on of 
the NBN.

“The Region’s 
businesses and residents 
are set to benefi t greatly 
from today’s switch-on of 
the NBN.

In proposing the 
Central Coast as one 
of the fi rst locations for 
the NBN roll-out and 
following the successful 
bid for this project, RDACC 
established a specifi c 
broadband committee 
called Central Coast 
Broadband Infrastructure 
Group (CCBIG).

Comprised of members 
from both Gosford and 
Wyong Councils, business 
leaders and representatives 
from educational 
institutions, the group 
works towards educating 
the different sectors of 
the community regarding 
developments and specifi c 

benefi ts of the NBN.
“The CCBIG members 

have worked tirelessly to 
ensure the community has 
the opportunity to engage 
with spokespeople from 
NBN Co and that they are 
well informed of specifi c 
developments of the NBN 
as they arise” added Mr 
Roach. 

“The Central Coast 
is rapidly developing 
a teamwork ethos; the 
switch-on of the National 
Broadband Network will 
increase this momentum 
for businesses, educational 
institutions and for 
teleworking opportunities.

“It’s now a matter of 
continuing the educational 
process for the community; 
we will demonstrate that 
by embracing the NBN not 
only will individuals and 
businesses benefi t but so 
will our fabulous Central 
Coast Region,” said Mr 
Roach.

A free NBN business 
forum will be held on 
Thursday, May 9, at the 
Central Coast Leagues 
Club from 12pm to 1pm.

Attendees will fi nd out 
about the opportunities 
and potential of high speed 
broadband and how it can 
help their business.

Media Release, 
22 Apr 2013

Nick Creevey, n2n 
Communications

Media Release, 
19 Apr 2013

Richard Mehrtens, Offi ce 
of Deborah O’Neill MP

Media Release, 
19 Apr 2013

Brooke Simmons, Pursuit 
Communications 
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All systems go for 
NBN in Gosford

Member for Robertson Ms Deborah O’Neill with Minister for Broadband, 
Communications and the Digital Economy Stephen Conroy and Mr David Abrahams
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Former member Ms 
Deborah O’Neill, who 
had a total of 47.49% of 
Two Candidate Preferred 
votes and 35.61% of first 
preference votes at the 
time Coast Community 
News went to press, 
conceded defeat and 
said it had “been a great 
honour to serve them [the 
people of Robertson] for 
the last three years”.

Ms Wicks, who received 
43% of first preference 
votes, said the people of 
Robertson would no longer 
be taken for granted.

“That stops now and I 
promise to be the strong 
voice in parliament that 
the people of the Central 
Coast need.

“I’m proud that the 
first thing the Coalition 
government will do is 
scrap the carbon tax 
because it was the biggest 
issue residents raised with 
me.

“I’m also looking 
forward to working with 
my Liberal counterparts on 
delivering the Coalition’s 
$21 million growth plan for 
the Central Coast.

“I’d also like to thank 
everyone for their support.

“I couldn’t have done it 
without the strong Liberal 
community and volunteers 
and my family,” said Ms 
Wicks.

Ms Wicks was the 
preferred candidate at 
31 of 49 polling places 
in Robertson in the Two 
Candidate Preferred 
votes with Ms O’Neill the 
preferred candidate in 
the remaining 18 polling 
places in the electorate.

Ms O’Neill said she has 
been overwhelmed with 
good wishes from locals.

“I am proud of the 
work we have been able 
to accomplish in three 
years,” said Ms O’Neill.

“Working to make a 
difference for the people 
on the Coast whose voices 
were so often silenced 
under the previous 
Coalition Government.

“We have delivered 
$55 million in health 
infrastructure for the 

Coast, $7 million for the 
GP Superclinic, $28.6 
million for the Regional 
Cancer Centre, and $19.55 
million to bring the Woy 
Woy Rehab back to life.

“In the last term of 
the previous Liberal 
Government, Gosford 
Council received only $1 
million.

“Under Labor, in just 
three years, we have 
delivered $58 million for 
local roads, services and 
infrastructure.

“Our local schools also 
received a much needed 
boost of $80 million for 
new classrooms, libraries 
and vital refurbishments.

“The Labor Government 
of the 43rd Parliament 
delivered for the Central 
Coast.

“We as a community 
need to make sure that the 
Abbott Government deliver 
on the few commitments 
he made and deliver the 
promises already in the 
Budget.

“The F3-M2 Missing 
Link and the Kariong exit 
lane widening is already in 
the Budget and must be 
built.

“Kibbleplex is in the 
Budget, and must be built.

“And vague promises 
of a Regional Performing 
Arts Centre need to be 
clarified and fought for.

“However, John 
Singleton’s influence is 
clear, by funding former 
Independent Lawrie 
McKinna, who delivered 
his preferences, secured 
the seat for the Liberal 
Party.

“Labor stands for a 
fair go for all, not just for 
some.

“I look forward to 
continuing to work for 
the people of the Central 
Coast, now and into the 
future.

“I once again thank 
everyone for their support 
over the last three years,” 
said Ms O’Neill.

As of Monday, a total of 
79,564 of 100,761 votes 
had been counted with 
results from four polling 
places yet to be returned.

94.10% of the votes 
were formal with 5.90% 
listed as informal.

Robertson was 
expected to have been 
lost by the Labor party in 
the previous election but 
did not follow the national 
trend and was retained by 
Labor with a slim margin 
of 1.2%.

Website, 9 Sep 2013
Australian Electoral 

Commission

Deborah O’Neill 
concedes defeat

Liberal candidate 
for the Federal 
seat of 

Robertson, Ms Lucy 
Wicks said she is 
“humbled by the 
people of Robertson” 
for choosing her as 
their representative 
with 52.52% of Two 
Candidate Preferred 
Votes recorded in her 
favour as of Monday, 
September 9.

Photo: ValsPix
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Minister for Planning 
and Infrastructure Mr Brad 
Hazzard has declared an 
area of the waterfront a 
State Signifi cant Site (SSS), 
an announcement which 
recognises the site as being 
of major importance to 
regional development. 

On the back of this 
announcement, Member for 
Gosford Mr Chris Holstein 
has confi rmed that the 
gazettal of the citywide 
Local Environmental Plan 
(LEP) 2014 will be imminent.

This is expected to 
simplify planning processes 
across the LGA. 

Further support for 
development in the city 
has come in the form 
of an announcement by 
Member for Robertson Ms 
Lucy Wicks that a federal 
government agency would 
be relocated to the Gosford 
CBD, bringing with it local 
economic and employment 
opportunities.

Gosford mayor Cr 
Lawrie McKinna said the 
announcements were a 
major win for the local 
community. 

“Development of 
the waterfront will see 
positive fl ow-on effects 
for our region, enhancing 
employment and recreation 
opportunities while also 
encouraging visitors to our 
area.

“Council has worked 
together with the 
Central Coast Regional 
Development Corporation 
(CCRDC) in submitting the 
proposal for a SSS, which 
was guided by feedback 
from our local community.

“With the SSS in place, 
the CCRDC can now 
initiate the fi rst stages of 
the redevelopment of the 
Gosford Public School site.

“Council is supportive of 
the proposed multi staged 
development as it will allow 
each stage to be managed 

in consultation with those 
involved and the broader 
community,” mayor Cr 
McKinna said. 

Gosford Council general 
manager Mr Paul Anderson 
said council welcomed the 
support from all levels of 
government in positioning 
Gosford as the capital of the 
Central Coast.

“Declaring the Gosford 
Waterfront Precinct a SSS 
is further support from 
the State Government to 
position Gosford City as the 
capital of the Central Coast.

“This classifi cation 
will assist in promoting 
appropriate development 
along the waterfront site; 
stimulating investment in 
new commercial and retail 
uses.

“The commitment 
to relocate a federal 
government agency 
demonstrates the united 
vision of all levels of 
government for the 

redevelopment of Gosford,” 
Mr Anderson said.

Mr Anderson added that 
now is the time to seize the 
opportunity to reconnect 
the city with our picturesque 
waterfront.

“These announcements, 
along with a newly gazetted 
LEP mean that a number of 
key factors are now in place 
to instigate real change in 
our region. 

“Council has been 
proactive about stimulating 
business and economic 
activity in the area and 
has also gone out for 
Expressions of Interest 
for use of land along the 
waterfront not included 
within the boundaries of the 
SSS.

“I am excited to see these 
tangible steps being made 
toward the redevelopment 
of the Gosford Waterfront 
in support of our work to 
restore investor confi dence 
in our city,” Mr Anderson 
said. 

Media release, 
10 Feb 2014

Gosford Council Media

Planning and 
Infrastructure Minister Mr 
Brad Hazzard said the NSW 
Government has approved 
the rezoning of 9.9ha on 
Gosford’s waterfront by 
the Central Coast Regional 
Development Corporation 
(CCRDC) to allow: a 
combination of commercial, 
residential, hotel and 
conference facilities 
stimulating commercial 
activity and creating up 
to 2,000 new jobs; new 
regional community 
facilities (including a 
proposed Regional 
Performing Arts Centre and 
Conservatorium); public 
spaces and recreational 
areas and; new waterside 
restaurants and retail 
facilities on an expanded 
Breakwater. 

“This is great news 
for the revitalisation of 
Gosford’s waterfront and 
will help boost the Central 
Coast’s economy by acting 
as a catalyst for the renewal 
of the Gosford CBD,” Mr 
Hazzard said. 

“As a further bonus, 
by creating facilities and 
public spaces that build 
communities, it will draw 
more visitors to the area.” 

Mr Hazzard said the 
plans effectively split the 
State Signifi cant Site into 

a number of new zones, 
allowing residential and 
commercial development 
on the current Gosford 
Public School site, retail and 
commercial activities on an 
expanded Breakwater and 
public recreation. 

Minister for the Central 
Coast Michael Gallacher 
said CCRDC had 
signifi cantly revised earlier 
plans to redevelop the 
waterfront after taking on 
board community concerns 
raised during public 
exhibition. 

“These new plans ensure 
public space is protected 
and new buildings on the 
school site are properly 
scaled to minimise the 
impact on water views,” Mr 
Gallacher said. 

Member for Gosford 
Mr Chris Holstein said 
the community would 
continue to have a say in 
the redevelopment of the 
waterfront as development 
applications would need 
to be lodged with Gosford 
Council. 

View further information 
on the rezoning of the 
Gosford waterfront at www.
ccrdc.nsw.gov.au.

Media release, 
10 Feb 2014

Chris Holstein, Member 
for Gosford 

Council welcomes 
waterfront announcements

Waterfront dining 
and shopping is the 
future for Gosford

Waterfront dining and shopping, along 
with new apartments and jobs, are 
the future of Gosford’s waterfront 

under plans fi nalised by the NSW Government 
on Monday, February 10.

Gosford Council has welcomed several major announcements for 
the Gosford Waterfront that will drive the rejuvenation of the 
Gosford CBD, with benefi ts to be felt across the entire LGA.

Minister for Planning and Infrastructure Mr Brad Hazzard with Member for Gosford Mr Chris Holstein at the announcement 
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Minister Gay said the 
completed work was part 
of the NSW Government’s 
$170 million Central Coast 
Highway intersection 
upgrade. 

“More than 55,000 
vehicles a day travel 
along the Central Coast 
Highway at West Gosford 
and the bridge is being 
built in three stages, so 
the road can remain open 
causing minimal impact to 

motorists,” Minister Gay 
said. 

When completed, the 
new bridge will be about 
23.5 metres long, 30 metres 

wide and include 14 precast 
and pre-tensioned concrete 
‘Super T’ girders, each 
weighing 33 tonnes.

Mr Stokes said motorists 

got the fi rst look at the new 
bridge when westbound 
traffi c was moved onto the 
completed section. 

”Now that traffi c has 

been diverted onto the new 
section of the bridge, work 
has now started on the 
second stage,” Mr Stokes 
said. 

“The bridge is expected 
to be fi nished in late 2014, 
weather permitting.” 

Mr Holstein said the 
Central Coast Highway 
intersection upgrade at West 
Gosford involved widening 
and realigning Brisbane 
Water Dr and Manns Rd to 
form a single intersection 
with traffi c lights. 

Minister Gay said: “The 
$170 million upgrade is part 
of the NSW Government’s 
commitment to deliver safe, 
effi cient and high quality 
services and infrastructure 
to the community and 
businesses of the Central 
Coast.”

Major work started in 
November 2013 and is 
expected to be completed 
in late 2016, weather 
permitting.

Media release, 1 Jul 2014
Chris Holstein, Member 

for Gosford

Grieve Cl bridge reaches 
fi rst completed stage

Minister for 
Roads and 
F r e i g h t 

Duncan Gay was 
joined by Minister for 
the Central Coast Rob 
Stokes and Member 
for Gosford Chris 
Holstein on Tuesday, 
July 1, to inspect the 
fi rst completed stage 
of the new bridge 
over Grieve Close at 
West Gosford. 

Minister for the Central Coast Mr Rob Stokes; Roads and Maritime Services regional manager for the Hunter Ms Anna Zycki,
 Member for Gosford Mr Chris Holstein and Minister for Roads and Freight Mr Duncan Gay

Spending on Central 
Coast roads has increased 
from $54.1 million in last 
year’s budget, to $69.9 
million in 2014-15.

NRMA local director Kyle 
Loades welcomed the NSW 
Government’s new funding 
commitments.

“The injection of new 
funds into important projects 
is absolutely essential to 
help relieve congestion and 
improve traffi c fl ow in the 
area,” said Mr Loades.

“Even though getting the 

planning underway is just 
the fi rst phase of these long-
awaited major projects, the 
money will come as a relief 
to local motorists.”

Funding allocations in 
the Central Coast region 
included: $24 million to 
continue construction of 
the upgrade of the Central 
Coast Highway intersection 
with Brisbane Water Dr 
and Manns Rd at West 
Gosford; $1.6 million to 
continue planning for the 
future widening of the 

Pacifi c Motorway between 
Kariong interchange and 
Somersby interchange; 
$6 million to continue 
planning for the widening 
of the Pacifi c Motorway 
between Wyong Rd and 
the Doyalson Link Rd; $12 
million for Gosford Council 
to continue construction for 
the replacement of railway 
level crossing on Woy Woy 
Rd at Horsfi eld Bay; $2.5 
million to complete planning 
and commence early works 
for the Pacifi c Highway 

and Wyong Rd intersection 
upgrade at Tuggerah (as 
part of the $5 million project 
allocation in 2014/15); $2.5 
million to complete planning 
and commence early works 
for the Wyong Rd with 
Enterprise Dr intersection 
upgrade (as part of the $5 
million project allocation 
in 2014/15); $2 million to 
complete planning and 
commence early works 
for the upgrade of Wyong 
Rd between Mingara Dr 
and Tumbi Rd; $1.5 million 
to continue planning 
for widening the Pacifi c 
Highway to four lanes 
between Parsons Rd and 
Ourimbah St, Lisarow; 

$800,000 to continue 
planning for the future 
upgrade of the Pacifi c 
Highway between Manns 
Rd, Narara and Parsons 
Rd, Lisarow; $3.8 million to 
repair The Entrance Bridge 
over Tuggerah Lake on 
Central Coast Highway; 
$10 million to continue 
construction of the upgrade 
of the intersection of Terrigal 
Dr and Charles Kay Dr.

The NSW Government 
has budgeted $283.7 
million for road safety, 
including $240 million for 
the Community Road Safety 
Fund.

Mr Loades said the 
NRMA called for all 

money hypothecated from 
camera detected fi nes 
and reinvested into road 
safety in 2012 and the NSW 
Government listened by 
creating the Community 
Road Safety Fund.

“It’s important that 
we continue to see 
hypothecated funding for 
the Community Road Safety 
Fund retained in 2014-15, 
regardless of the number 
of traffi c fi nes,” Mr Loades 
said.

Media release, 
18 Jun 2014

The National Roads and 
Motorists’ Association 

NRMA welcomes increased spending on Coast roads

The recently announced NSW Budget has resulted in a $15.8 
million increase in spending on Central Coast roads over 
2014-15, including funds for the continued construction of the 

Central Coast Highway and planning for future widening of the Pacifi c 
Motorway in two locations.
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Over 65 people 
turned out in 
Gosford on 

Monday, November 
24, to protest the 
Abbott Government’s 
recently announced 
budget cuts to the 
ABC and SBS.

The rapidly organised 
protest took place outside 
the ABC 92.5 studios 
in Gosford at 8am, with 
approving horn beeps from 
passing drivers on their 
way to work.

Event organiser Mr Jack 
Lloyd said he was pleased 
with the turnout.

“To get so many people 
early on a Monday morning 
really speaks to the 
widespread anger at these 
cuts,” he said.

“Tony Abbott said there 
would be no cuts, and now 
he is cutting a quarter of a 
billion dollars.”

The assembly was 
addressed by local 
Friends of the ABC 
chapter president Mr Klaas 
Woldring.

“How is it possible that a 

mature nation like Australia 
with good education 
ends up with this kind of 
government?” he asked the 

crowd.
“It is ridiculous that 

we have a government 
that is so dishonest, so 

opportunistic, and so 
absolutely incompetent,” 
said Mr Woldring.

The rally was also 

attended by the Central 
Coast Labor candidates 
for the upcoming state 
election.

“The ABC keeps us 
thinking, it is vital for the 
life of our community,” 
said Labor candidate for 
Gosford Ms Kathy Smith.

Labor candidate for 
Terrigal Mr Jeff Sundstrom 
said: “ABC is a national 
institution, it’s not just 
about Bananas in Pyjamas, 
it’s a vital news source.” 

“When you cut the ABC, 
our democracy loses out,” 
he said.

The protest echoes 
similar rallies held over the 
weekend in Sydney and 
Melbourne.

Opposition Leader 
Bill Shorten attended the 
Melbourne Rally.

“Our ABC has always 
been here for us,” said Mr 
Shorten.

“It is now time for us to 
be there for the ABC,” he 
said.

Mr Lloyd agreed: “The 
Central Coast is behind the 
ABC, and I’m glad we could 
show that today.”

Media release,
24 Nov 2014

Patrick Norman

Instant protest against
ABC and SBS cuts

Mr Scott told a Senate 
Estimates Committee 
hearing he could not 
guarantee the Central 
Coast’s vital ABC hub would 
escape the $254 million 
funding cuts Tony Abbott 

has planned across the 
organisation .

 Senator O’Neill said that 
this was a unique service 
where commercial radio was 
just not a viable alternative.

“The ABC doesn’t just 

provide news, current affairs 
and entertainment for the 
people of the Central Coast, 
it is the community’s go-to 
network for important safety 
and emergency information.

“In a little over a year, 

Tony Abbott has gone from 
telling Australians there 
would be ‘no cuts to the 
ABC or SBS’ to slashing 
more than half a billion 
dollars from our national 
broadcasters.

“The region covered 
by ABC Central Coast is 
geographically, culturally 
and economically distinct 
from metropolitan Sydney 

to the south and Newcastle 
to the north.

“It serves an audience of 
more than 300,000 people, 
and it’s time our community 
let Tony Abbott know what 
we think of his twisted 
priority to cut such a vital 
information highway on the 
Coast,” she said.

The launch of the 
new ABC Radio Central 

Coast studio, scheduled 
for November 20, was 
postponed with no new 
launch date scheduled as 
yet.

Media release, 
24 Nov 2014

Richard Mehrtens, offi ce 
of Deborah O’Neill 
Email, 20 Nov 2014

Angela Scrymgour, ABC

ABC Radio safe for now
Senator for NSW Deborah O’Neill said she feared the Central Coast 

would once again bear the brunt of the Abbott Government’s 
cost slashing after ABC managing director Mark Scott revealed 

the region would not be immune from cuts to the national broadcaster.
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Ms O’Neill has welcomed 
the launch of the Federal 
Government’s MyHospitals 
website, saying it confi rms 
how vital it is for both 
the State and Federal 
Government to work 
together in regional health.

 “Emergency waiting 
times are all above the 
national average but 
close to the mark in most 
categories,” said Ms O’Neill.

“MyHospitals shows 
that there have been 
strong improvements in the 
emergency departments 
on the previous year, 
particularly in patients 
receiving treatment in less 
than one hour. 

“The percentage of 

patients in these categories 
improved by 11 per cent to 
15 per cent.”

“Gosford’s performance 
in emergency was slightly 
better than Wollongong, 
a similar sized regional 
hospital.”

“The fi gures also show 
Gosford had more than 
double the number of non-
urgent presentations to 
emergency as Wollongong.

 “That reinforces to me 
the need to get our GP 
Super Clinic for the southern 
Central Coast up and 
running as soon as possible 
to help take the pressure 
off the Gosford Emergency 
Department.”

“The recent grant of 

$100,000 to the Bridges 
GP After Hours Service 
at Erina is one practical 
example of how the Federal 
Government is working to 
secure afterhours access to 
a doctor for Central Coast 
residents when they need 
it,” said Ms O’Neill.

Elective surgery records 
show that patients at 
Gosford face the longest 
waits for ear, nose and 
throat surgery, an average 
of 254 days, which is four 
times the national average. 

“That’s marginally longer 
than Wollongong hospital,” 
said Ms O’Neill.

“The median waiting time 
for eye surgery at Gosford 
is also double the national 

average, although the 
waiting times for vascular 
and urological surgery are 
below.”

Ms O’Neill said the 
fi gures clearly showed 
that a combined effort was 
needed to reach the national 
average in a number of 
areas, and has called for 
all candidates at the March 
State Election to commit 
to sticking with the Federal 
Government’s health reform 
plan.

“Health authorities on the 
Central Coast acknowledge 
that Labor’s new case-mix 
funding system will see our 
local hospitals get a fairer 
share of national funding,” 
said Ms O’Neill.

Media Release, 
13 Dec 2010

Matt Pulford, Offi ce of 
Deborah O’Neill

Super Clinic to 
relieve stress on

Gosford Hospital

The entrance to Gosford hospital

Member for Robertson Ms Deborah O’Neill said she is working 
hard to get the GP Super Clinic up and running after fi gures on 
the MyHopsitals website show that Gosford Hopsital patients 

are waiting longer than the national average in a number of categories 
for emergency treatment and elective surgery.

NSW State Election 
candidates Chris Holstein, 
Katie Smith and Peter 
Freewater will answer a 
number of questions about 
climate change.

Guest speaker will be 
Founder and Executive 
Director Beyond Zero 
Emissions, Mr Matthew 
Wright who was the the 
recipient of the 2010 
Environment Minister’s 
Young Environmentalist of 
the Year award. 

Spokesperson for 
Climate Action Central 
Coast, Ms Mira Wroblewski 
said, “There has been too 
much hot air on the issue of 
climate change.

“We want our political 
representatives to commit 
to real action.

“Australia’s main 
contribution to global 
warming is our use of fossil 
fuels like coal, gas and oil 
for energy. 

“We are the world’s 
biggest greenhouse gas 
emitters per head of 
population.

 “We would like our 
candidates to commit to 
a transition away from 
fossil fuels to renewable 
energies,” she said.

 “This is an issue that is 
directly affecting the lives 
and homes of Australians. 
We invite local people from 
all electorates to come and 
have their say.”

Media Release, 
12 Jan 2011

Mira Wroblewski CACC

Climate 
group hosts 

election 
forum

Climate Action Central Coast is hosting 
an election forum on climate change 
for the State Candidates for Gosford on 

Wednesday, February 9, at the Gosford Uniting 
Church Hall from 7pm to 9pm.

Guest speaker, Mr Matthew Wright
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Stage two includes 
constructing the front of 
the entry, raising the roof, 
recladding the exterior 
walls and installing external 
windows and doors.

At the end of stage 
two, the building will be 
at “lock-up” stage and as 
soon as funds are available, 
the internal space will 
be fi tted out with new 
offi ces, meeting rooms and 
amenities.

The completed Centre will 
provide a comprehensive 
raft of support services, 
including a larger restaurant 
and kitchen, increased 
offi ces to provide the no 
interest loans program, 
the EAPA program to help 
people pay their energy 
bills, fi nancial, legal and 
tenancy advice, along with 
improved laundry, shower 
and toilet facilities.

The new centre is 
expected to be built by the 
end of the year.

Newsletter, 1 Aug 2011
Heidi Blyth, Coast Shelter

Coast Community Centre enters stage two

Stage two of the new Coast Shelter building

Builders are well 
underway with 
work on stage 

two of the Coast 
Community Centre 
at 346 Mann St, 
Gosford.

Council also agreed 
to urgently write to the 
Member for Gosford Mr 
Chris Holstein and seek his 
support on the matter.

The Central Coast 
has been discussed as a 
possible option to house 
the second Sydney airport 
for more than a decade.

In a 1970s investigation, 
Somersby and Warnervale 
were identifi ed as possible 
sites.

However, in a report in 
1973 the site of Somersby 
was declared “not suitable 
due to issues with diffi cult 
terrain and heavy fog”.

The remaining 
Warnervale site has since 

seen relatively high growth 
in residential properties and 
is not one of the current 
options.

In 1985 the Kinhill 
Stearnes Study identifi ed 
14 sites in New South Wales 
with Somersby again being 
mentioned as a possible 
site.

According to Council’s 
report, the Kulnura-
Somersby-Peats Ridge 
district is a signifi cant 
agricultural district with 
adequate zoning having 
been put in place to sustain 
this district in the future 
for food security and food 
sustainability.

Numerous community 

objections have been 
raised towards any Federal 
or other investigation or 
consideration due to the 
agricultural nature of the 
district.

Council’s report 
stated that “it is therefore 
envisaged an opportune 
time to urge the minister with 
the capacity of the second 
airport investigation to 
abandon any consideration 
of the Kulnura-Somersby-
Peats Ridge district within 
that investigation and 
report”.

Gosford Council Agenda 
NM.6, 2 Aug 2011

International airport on 
Coast rejected

Gosford Council will urgently write to the Federal Minister Mr 
Anthony Albanese to abandon consideration or investigation of 
a second major airport in the Kulnura-Somersby-Peats Ridge 

districts in order to protect the signifi cant agricultural status of the 
Central Coast.

Coast makes 
short-list stations

The fi rst stage of the Australian Government’s High Speed Rail 
Implementation Study has been released which identifi es 
possible “short-list stations” on the Central Coast at Kariong and 

Ourimbah.

“This is the most serious 
examination of high speed 
rail in our nation’s history, 
and puts some steel into a 
dream that many Australians 
have had for decades,” said 
member for Robertson Ms 
Deborah O’Neill. 

“The sheer scale of the 
project – 1600 kilometres 
of new track between 
Melbourne and Brisbane 
at a probable cost of more 
than $100 billion - is breath-
taking, tremendously 
expensive, technically 
diffi cult, and defi nitely for 
the long term.

“I have no doubt though 
that if we can make it 
happen, the future of 
the Central Coast as a 
prosperous and thriving 

region will be assured.
“Imagine the implications 

of an estimated two million 
commuting trips by high 
speed rail a year between 
Gosford and Sydney?

“This is what the 
study suggests could be 
achievable by 2036.

“Imagine if that journey 
took only around 20 minutes 
to get to the centre of 
Sydney?

“Before anyone gets too 
carried away though, can I 
stress the preliminary nature 
of this study?

“A full 12 month 
geotechnical study of 
corridor options is ahead of 
us, let alone any decisions 
about funding,” said Ms 
O’Neill.

“There are exciting times 
ahead and I look forward to 
sharing that journey with my 
Central Coast constituents,” 
said Ms O’Neill.

In the meanwhile, the 
minister for Infrastructure 
and Transport Mr Anthony 
Albanese is encouraging 
communities to provide their 
feedback of the work so far 
by making submissions to a 
dedicated High Speed Rail 
Unit within his Department 
through www.infrastructure.
gov.au/ra i l / t ra ins/high_
speed/index.aspx.

Media Release, 
4 Aug 2011

Matt Pulford, Offi ce of 
Deborah O’Neill MP
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Gosford Council general 
manager Mr Peter Wilson 
engaged the services of 
a lawyer to investigate 
the complaint by some 
Councillors that Cr Freewater 
had breached the Code 
of Conduct by making 
comments in the media that 
were disrespectful.

This lawyer duly advised 
Council that Cr Freewater’s 
comments were indeed 
disrespectful and were 
therefore considered to be 
in breach of the Code of 
Conduct.

It was also determined that 
the number of disrespectful 
comments made the breach 
to be of a “very serious 
nature”.

These comments included 
Cr Freewater’s suggestion 
that the councillors may be 
arrogant because they were 
not listening to the thousands 
of community submissions 
calling for a conservation 
zoning for the Coastal Open 
Space System (COSS) 
instead of the recreation 
zoning they wanted to apply 
in the new Local Environment 
Plan.

“The recreation zoning 
would allow our COSS lands, 
mostly bushland reserves full 
of endangered or threatened 
ecological communities, to 
be developed for sporting 
fi xtures such as golf courses, 
hotels or other recreational 
activities,” said Cr Freewater.

The other disrespectful 
comments were regarding the 
rate-payer funded councillor 
Weekend Workshop at a 
5-star luxury resort.

“I objected to this 
unnecessary waste of money, 
labelling the weekend as a 
“junket” and a “rort”.

“The basis of these 
comments was that, while 
the Council chambers do 
not have an 18-hole golf 
course or bottomless wine 
cellar, it does have meeting 
rooms and so they wouldn’t 
need to spend rate-payers’ 
money to accommodate and 
pamper councillors and senior 
management at a luxury resort 
to discuss policy issues.”

On advice from Council’s 

senior management, 
councillors voted to seek a 
series of apologies from Cr 
Freewater including a paid 
advertisement in local papers, 
formal censorship and 
suspension from Council.

“I was contacted by 
the NSW Council for Civil 
Liberties, who believed that 
Council’s actions sought 
to suppress my rights to 
freedom of political speech, 
which is an implied right within 
the Australian Constitution,” 
said Cr Freewater.

“They have advised that 
if I remain steadfast in my 
determination not to apologise 
to Council for my statements, 
that the current proposals for 
reforming the standard code 
of conduct would give fi rm 
ground to argue my case, 
both in terms of abuse of the 
code of conduct and denial of 
procedural fairness.

“The NSW Council for 
Civil Liberties indicated 
that my case is ‘a classic 
manifestation of the problems 
the proposed reform is aimed 
at preventing’.”

“I understand that my 
comments may have upset 
fellow councillors and senior 
management, however, they 
were legitimate criticisms 
of Gosford Council that 
were both necessary and 
appropriate.

“Were it not for my public 
criticism of the proposed 
COSS zonings, Council 
would have proceeded with 
the recreational zoning for our 
wildlife reserves.

“I brought the debate into 
the public arena and in doing 
so I forced Council to seek 
a conservation zoning for 
COSS.

“This action may have 
saved these lands from 
development for generations 
to come and thus saved a 
myriad of threatened and 
endangered plants and 
animals.

“As for calling the councillor 
weekender at a luxury resort a 
“junket” and a “rort”, I stand 
by these comments and 
call on Council to be more 
responsible with public funds.

“Gosford Council has 
a very poor track record 
on managing rate-payers’ 
money, the recent loss of $52 
million on foreign investments 
is still clanging in our ears. 

“I hope that by refusing to 
apologise and by exposing 
Gosford City Council for their 
abuse of the code of conduct 
that they will think twice 
before they waste thousands 
of dollars on legal fees to 
try and silence legitimate 
criticism again.

Email, 9 Jan 2012 
Peter Freewater, 

Horsfi eld Bay

Freewater won’t
 apologise

Gosford Cr Peter Freewater has taken advice from the NSW 
Council for Civil Liberties and said he would not be apologising 
for comments he made late last year that allegedly breached 

the Council’s Code of Conduct.

The group has produced 
some before and after 
photographs of the Gosford 
Waterfront which they 
believe demonstrate to the 
members of the public just 
how much of an impact the 
proposed development will 
have on the area.

“We intend to further 
develop this website to keep 
the community advised of 
the many issues associated 
with The Landing Project,” 
said Gosford Waterfront 
Action Group spokesperson 
Mr Peter Carstairs.

“Recently, the 
Central Coast Regional 
Development Corporation 
only received 200 
submissions in respect of 
The Landing, we believe this 
is a clear indication that the 

majority of the community 
have not been properly 
informed about the proposal 
and its implications on 
the future of Gosford’s 
Waterfront.”

The Gosford Waterfront 
Action Group meets 
regularly on the Gosford 
waterfront to discuss the 
various aspects of the 
proposal.

The members of the 
group represent a number 
of different community 
groups and they all have 
concerns over the proposed 
development on the Gosford 
waterfront.

Some of the main issues 
the group are concerned 
about include the loss of 
public open space along 
the waterfront area, the 

environmental impact of 
high rise apartments over 
the Brisbane Water, the 
removal and relocation of 
the Gosford Public school 
and the Olympic Pool.

“We are not against the 
redevelopment of Gosford 
CBD; in fact, we believe that 
is where the redevelopment 
should commence,” said Mr 
Carstairs.

“Newcastle is a perfect 
example where millions of 
dollars have been spent 
on the waterfront but this 
investment has failed to 
provide any form of benefi t 
to the Central Business 
District of Newcastle city.”

Media Release, 
22 Dec 2011 

Peter Carstairs, Gosford 
Waterfront Action Group

New website displays 
Landing views

A group of local residents have created a website which would 
be used to demonstrate some of the issues associated with the 
Landing at Gosford.

What the Gosford Waterfront looks like now

More Landing stories on Page 4

What the Gosford waterfront would look like  if the Landing proposal goes ahead
according to the Gosford Waterfront Action Group
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MS has four road 
projects affected 
by Reed’s financial 
difficulties including the 
Central Coast Highway 
upgrade from Carlton to 
Serpentine Rds.

“It was decided by 
RMS to terminate Reed’s 
services and ensure 
the priority was for the 
important road projects 
to be completed as 
soon as possible,” said 
NSW Roads Minister Mr 
Duncan Gay.

The NSW Government 
has been working with 
Reed Constructions 
since it indicated in 
late February it was 
experiencing financial 
difficulties.

“It is not appropriate 
for the Government to 
use taxpayers’ money 
to simply “bail out” a 
company experiencing 
financial difficulties,” Mr 

Gay said. 
“RMS and the 

Department of Education 
and Communities (DEC) 
have been working with 
the company for some 
time and have done 
everything possible to 
resolve the issues in 
dispute, while ensuring 
public money is spent 
responsibly and lawfully. 

“RMS has for several 
months paid all of its 
payments to Reed ahead 
of contract terms to 
support its cash-flow to 
help it meet subcontractor 
commitments,” Mr Gay 
said. 

“An expedited 
determination process 
was also put in place 
to resolve as quickly as 
possible the outstanding 
claims Reed has against 
RMS and DEC. 

“An expert panel, 
led by Andrew Rogers 

QC recently provided 
its report to the NSW 
Government on the claims 
by Reed Construction 
alleging DEC and RMS 
owe Reed money for work 
on education and road 
projects. 

“RMS’ legal teams 
reviewed the independent 
determination to 
understand its 
implications and 
also reviewed Reed’s 
responses to letters 
issued by RMS on 14 May 
2012 about Reed’s ability 
to carry out its contractual 
obligations. 

“RMS has assured 
me the projects will be 
completed, while ensuring 
public funds are used 
responsibly,” he said.

Media Release,
28 May 2012 

Lance Northey, Office of 
Duncan Gay MLC

Central Coast Highway 
upgrade to resume

Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) will start negotiations with 
a number of contractors immediately after deciding to end its 
contractual arrangements with Reed Constructions. 

At a special combined 
meeting on Thursday, May 
31, the Councils agreed to 
set up a new joint service 
arm to bring together their 
‘back offi ce’ functions like 
information technology, 
human resources, fi nance, 
motor vehicles and 
customer service as a way 
of bringing about effi ciency 
savings and better 
practices.

“This is a landmark 
decision for the Central 
Coast”, said Gosford mayor 
Cr Laurie Maher.

“Not only have we 
agreed on a model for 

the Water Corporation, 
but by bringing together 
our IT platforms, pooling 
resources like vehicles 
and equipment, and 
streamlining our business 
practices, in the long term, 
we’ll save millions of dollars 
that can be reinvested in 
vital community services 
like roads, stormwater, 
parks and libraries.”

Last November, the 
Councils employed 
expert consultants, 
PricewaterhouseCoopers, 
to conduct a cost benefi t 
analysis of potential 
business models for the 

newly created Central 
Coast Water Corporation.

One of the main 
objectives was to fi nd a way 
to transfer the functions 
of water and wastewater 
management to the 
Corporation without any 
negative impact on the rest 
of the Councils’ business.

“Once we started looking 
at it under a long-term 
model, it quickly became 
apparent that combining 
our efforts in back offi ce 
needs would bring about 
the biggest gains”, said 
mayor Cr Maher. 

While several models 

were considered, the 
Councils have decided 
to transfer Council water 
and wastewater staff to 
the Central Coast Water 
Corporation in phases over 
fi ve years, retain water 
and wastewater assets in 
Council ownership and 
lease them to the Water 
Corporation on a long term 
(40 year) lease and set up a 
new joint services business 
to meet the needs of all 
three organisations in areas 
like HR, IT, Finance, Plant 
and Fleet and customer 
service.

“This is the perfect 
opportunity to rethink how 
Councils do business on 
the Coast,” said Wyong 
mayor Cr Bob Graham.

“And having looked at 

the research, it just makes 
plain good sense.”

Mayor Cr Graham said 
“the proposal provides a 
best value outcome for the 
Central Coast community 
while ensuring guaranteed 
delivery of essential 
services of water and 
sewerage”.

“This decision is all 
about putting the Central 
Coast fi rst,” said mayor Cr 
Graham.

“Better water services 
alone will go a long way to 
attracting business to the 
Coast and help stimulate 
the local economy, but this 
delivers a lot more.”

A transitional action plan 
to map out implementation 
of the decision will be 
considered by a further 

meeting of the two Councils 
in June. 

The expected $135 
million in savings was 
modelled over a 20 year 
period, with real dollar 
benefi ts starting to fl ow 
through to general council 
activities from fi nancial year 
2018-19 onwards.

During the transition 
period, water and 
wastewater services will 
continue to be managed by 
Gosford City and Wyong 
Shire Councils.

Customers should 
continue to contact their 
local Council with any 
enquiries.

Media Release,
 31 May 2012 

Martine Brieger, 
Wyong Council

A landmark decision for Gosford
In one of the most signifi cant commitments to regional co-operation 

ever seen on the Central Coast, Gosford and Wyong Councillors 
agreed not only to move ahead with the new Central Coast Water 

Corporation but to deliver even more of their services together.

Aerial view of works underway on the upgrade of the Central Coast Highway 
between Carlton Rd, Erina Heights and Ocean View Dr, Wamberal

Source:RMS
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The decision, which 
resulted from action 
taken by Lisarowraid Inc. 
was delivered on Friday, 
October 12.

The development 
plans were approved 
in May of this year by 
Gosford Council despite 
recommendations for 
refusal by Council’s 
town planners on two 
occasions over the last 
two years.

Both planning reports 
had concluded that 
the development was 
inappropriate for the 
area, with town planning 
principles highlighting that 
the proposed building and 
intended scale of usage 
were out of character 
for the area designated 
scenic protection rural 
(conservation).

“Councillor approval 
not only ignored those 
two recommendations 
but dictated increased 
changes of rural 
streetscape with 
additional works including 
major road reconstruction 
of urban style, the removal 
of and threatened damage 
to trees, all compounded 
by heavier traffic in the 
area,” said Lisarowraid 
secretary Mr Stanley 
Crellin.

“State planning law 
does not allow objectors 
to challenge such planning 

decisions on ‘merit’ 
grounds, despite the 
community having clearly 
expressed major concern 

regarding impacts of the 
proposal, and reluctance 
of some then councillors 
to seriously address the 
issues.

“Objectors can seek 
only ‘judicial review’, and 
it was for that reason 

that Lisarowraid Inc. 
commenced class four 
proceedings, challenging 
the validity of the consent.

“The court, with Council 
and the developer’s 
agreement, accepted 
that the approval process 
was deeply flawed and 
declared the consent to 
be invalid.

“At this stage Council’s 

plans of review are 
uncertain.

“Council is armed with 
thorough and detailed 
reports from its officers 
recommending refusal, 
and we see no reason for 
the current councillors 

to move away from that 
recommendation.

“Certainly Council 
could not feel comfortable, 
given the history of the 
application, simply acting 
to rubber-stamp the 

flawed approval.
“If the councillors 

are not inclined to 
act in accordance 
with their officers’ 
recommendations, we 
urge that they take 
advantage of this 

opportunity to fully 
reconsider the proposal in 
accordance with council 
policies and law.

“This mandates either 
allowing council officers to 
determine the application 

under full delegation, 
accepting and acting 
in accordance with the 
officers’ recommendation 
or, should Council 
wish to act contrary to 
recommendation, seeking 
IDEP (Independent 
Development and 
Environment Panel) or 
external expert review.

“It should be 
recognised that the 
‘additional works’ that 
had been proposed were 
outside the parameters of 
the original proposal and 
therefore not accorded full 
and proper assessment.

In seeking that 
approach, we 
acknowledge our current 
Council’s gracious 
readiness to accede to 
the decision of the court, 
and trust our further 
negotiations are met with 
an understanding of a 
constructive approach. 

“With a desire to 
protect environment 
and amenity for all, 
Lisarowraid Inc. appeals 
for continuing involvement 
and support from all who 
have seen this proposed 
development as a threat, 
not just to the immediate 
neighbourhood, but 
one that could easily be 
replicated in many other 
valued rural residential 
areas of our city of 
Gosford,” said Mr Crellin.

Media release, 
15 Oct 2012 

Stanley Crellin, 
Lisarowraid Inc.

Land and Environment Court 
overrules Council consent

The Land and Environment Court has declared that the consent 
given by Gosford Council for an 800-seat meeting hall in 
Macdonalds Rd, Lisarow, was invalid.

The site for the proposed development
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The $38.6 million 
Central Coast 
Cancer Centre 

offi cially opened to 
patients on Monday, 
March 25, and will 
provide enhanced 
cancer care services 
across the region.

The Central Coast Cancer 
Centre encompasses new 
radiotherapy and expanded 
chemotherapy facilities at 
Gosford Hospital, as well 
as a satellite clinic and day 
oncology unit at Wyong 
Hospital. 

Patients will be able to 
receive the full spectrum of 
cancer services including 
intensive treatment, 
prevention, screening, 
palliative care and support 
care. 

The $38.6 million project 
was made possible by a 
$28.6 million contribution 
from the Australian 
Government’s Health and 
Hospitals Fund and $10 
million from the NSW 
Government.

Member for Robertson 
Ms Deborah O’Neill opened 
the centre and was joined 
by Health Minister Ms 
Jillian Skinner, Minister 
for the Central Coast Mr 
Chris Hartcher, Member for 
Gosford Mr Chris Holstein, 
Member for Wyong Mr 
Darren Webber and Member 
for The Entrance Mr Chris 
Spence.

“The service will provide 
high quality and effi cient 
cancer treatment such 
as radiotherapy services 
featuring a state of the art 
CT scanner and two linear 

accelerators providing 
pinpoint accuracy during 
treatment,” said Ms Skinner.

“The two linear 
accelerators will have the 
capacity to treat close to 
800 patients each year,” 
she said.

Mr Hartcher said, “The 
new centre will include 
an area for professional 
development to educate the 
local workforce including 
teaching, training and 
research; a very important 
feature in an age of rapidly 
advancing technology, 
new drugs and improved 
treatment methods”.

Mr Holstein said, “The 
facility will also feature 

an information centre 
for patients, carers and 
staff, provided through a 
partnership arrangement 
with the Cancer Council”.

Ms O’Neill said patients, 
families, and the local 
health community had been 
crying out for local cancer 
treatment for nearly 20 
years.

“Cancer patients on the 
Coast will now have access 
to cancer services of the 
highest standard right here 
in our region, reducing 
the need to suffer the pain 
and indignity of traveling to 
Sydney or Newcastle.

“Having bulk billed 
treatment services here on 

the Coast will also mean 
that patients and their 
families won’t need to 
make the tough decision 
to mortgage their homes or 
get a loan to pay for private 
treatment.

“All Australians with 
cancer should have access 
to the right care, close 
to their homes and loved 
ones, irrespective of where 
they live or their social 
circumstances. 

“I commend the work 
of Kathy Smith of Cancer 
Voices, Lyn Smith from the 
Candles Cancer Support 
Group, as well as Paul 
Tonkin and Matt Hanrahan 
from Gosford Hospital for 

their hard work in lobbying 
successive State and 
Federal Government to 
ensure that our locals have 
access to this vital service,” 
Ms O’Neill said.

The Central Coast 
Cancer Centre includes 
three radiotherapy bunkers, 
two linear accelerators, 
radiotherapy planning and 
support areas, expansion 
of chemotherapy treatment 
spaces from 10 to 15, 
patient consultation areas, 
waiting and reception 
spaces, multi-disciplinary 
consulting rooms, cancer 
patient information and 
support services for 
patients, carers and 

clinicians, refurbishment 
of existing space to 
accommodate multi-
disciplinary consulting 
accommodation at Wyong 
including waiting and 
reception functions and 
a range of associated 
treatment and planning 
equipment including one 
computed tomography (CT) 
scanner.

Media Release, 
24 Mar 2013

Richard Mehrtens, Offi ce 
of Deborah O’Neill MP

Media Release, 
25 Mar 2013

Terry Hayes, Northern 
Sydney Central Coast Health

Central Coast Cancer 
Centre offi cially opened

Minister for the Central Coast Mr Chris Hartcher, Member for Wyong Mr Darren Webber, Member for The Entrance Mr Chris Spence, Minister for Health Ms Jillian Skinner, 
Cancer Voices representative Ms Kathy Smith, Member for Robertson Ms Deborah O’Neill, Candles representative Ms Lyn Smith, Member for Gosford Mr Chris Holstein, 

Cancer services director Dr Campbell Tiley and Central Coast  Local Health District chair Mr Paul Tonkin  at the Cancer Centre ribbon cutting 
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Gosford mayor 
L a w r i e 
McKinna and 

former international 
test cricketer 
Nathan Bracken will 
run as Independents 
in the marginal 
seats of Robertson 
and Dobell in the 
September 7 federal 
election.

Mr McKinna will contest 
the seat of Robertson 
while Mr Bracken will be 
running for the seat of 
Dobell.

Both Lawrie and Nathan 
said they believed the 
Central Coast has been 
overlooked by Labor and 
the Coalition for far too 
long.

They said they would 
seek to draw attention and 
action to the neglected 
needs of the people of the 
Central Coast.

Mr McKinna is currently 
the mayor of Gosford and 
has been closely aligned 
with the Central Coast 
for the past nine years as 
coach and ambassador 
of A-League Premiers 
Central Coast Mariners.

Former International 
test cricketer Bracken 
has been a resident of the 
Coast for nine years and 
currently lives at Hamlyn 
Terrace with his wife and 
five-year-old son.

Lawrie and Nathan said 
they believe that neither 
major party has shown 
any significant support to 

the region in the past, and 
Team Central Coast would 
be giving Labor and the 
Coalition an opportunity to 
make a solid commitment 
to the people of the 
Central Coast.

Team Central Coast 
is being funded by high 
profile businessman Mr 

John Singleton.
“l am funding this 

campaign because l 
believe the residents of 
the Central Coast have 
been overlooked and 
forgotten by both major 
parties during my whole 
long lifetime,” said Mr 
Singleton.

“Of course in a 
Federal Election, we 
expect representatives 
of the major parties to 
be focused primarily on 
federal-national issues.

“That is as it should be.
“But it is surely not 

unreasonable for the 
people of the Central 

Coast to also expect 
from candidates who 
seek to represent us in 
Canberra, recognition of 
the major challenges and 
opportunities our region 
faces and a genuine 
commitment to doing 
something about them?

“The Central Coast 

opportunity is right now 
lost on both major parties.

“Our population lives 
in a depressing present 
and is faced with a limited 
future, only because of 
lack of leadership.

“I know something has 
to be done before the 
Central Coast becomes 
a lost and forgotten 
opportunity.

“I want to see the 
beginning of a better 
future in my lifetime.

“I realise the odds 
are against our winning 
either of the seats we are 
contesting.

“But we will have 
succeeded if the major 
parties understand that 
your votes, and our 
candidates’ preferences, 
will go to them only if they 
can demonstrate a real 
commitment to the future 
of the Central Coast.

“I stand to gain no 
more and no less from 
my actions than any other 
resident of the Central 
Coast which I believe has 
more, or as many, natural 
assets than anywhere in 
Australia.

“This is a greater risk 
for Lawrie and Nathan 
than for me.

“And thus a credit 
to them both,” said Mr 
Singleton.

Media release, 
12 Aug 2013

Monique Marks, 
Team Central Coast

Lawrie McKinna to stand as an
 independent for Robertson
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The NSW Planning 
A s s e s s m e n t 
C o m m i s s i o n 

(PAC) approved the 
Rocla sand quarry at 
Calga on Christmas 
Eve, just hours before 
they closed up shop 
for their holidays.

According to Australia 
Walkabout Wildlife Park 
general manager Ms Tassin 
Barnard, the NSW PAC said 
they considered the quarry’s 
impact on water, endangered 
animals, plants and 
ecosystems, the Aboriginal 
cultural landscape and eco-
tourism, and were happy to 
allow the quarry to proceed 
anyway.

“They have declined a 
small part of the proposed 
operation, but approved the 
rest,” said Ms Barnard.

Ms Barnard said that the 
Planning Department had 
completely disregarded 
Walkabout Park’s 
submissions that detailed 
the risks to Walkabout Park’s 
operations, including a $10 
million new Gondwana Safari 
Park that would bring 90 new 
jobs to the Central Coast.

“They think we will just 
have a good cry and then all 
get back in our boxes.

“Well that’s not the way it’s 
going to work this time.

“We have 28 days to 
appeal the decision and 
take it to the Land and 
Environment Court, and we 
will.

“We have taken legal 
advice and are confi dent that 
the PAC’s decision will not 
stand up to legal scrutiny.

“We understand the 
time and the fi nancial risks 
involved but we are sick of the 
NSW Planning Department 
acting like it is above the law; 
it is not.

“It is time that the 
community took them on 
to show them that they are 
as much bound by the law 
as the rest of us,” said Ms 
Barnard.

The planning process 
allows for a Land and 
Environment Court appeal 
within 28 days of a decision 
being made.

“The PAC conveniently 
made their decision on 
December 23, and published 
it on December 24.

“With the PAC closed 
until January 13, the 
Environmental Defender’s 
Offi ce closed until January 
6, politicians and lawyers 
all away on their Christmas 
breaks, and the community 
wanting to spend time with 
their families, the deadline of 
January 20 for launching an 
appeal is barely possible. 

“The NSW Planning 
Department has destroyed 
three of the last seven 
Christmases.

“Rocla’s original 
Development Application in 

2009, then their Preferred 
Project Plan in 2012, both 
hundreds of pages long, 
were released for community 
comment just before 
Christmas.

“Doing this yet again 
smacks of bully tactics or, 
at the very least, complete 
disregard for the rights of 
the community,” said Ms 
Barnard.

A PAC community meeting 
was held on November 
18 which saw over 200 
people attend and heard 33 
registered speakers present 
concerns or opposition to the 
expansion of the quarry.

Our Land Our Water 
Our Future Inc (OLOWOF) 
president Mr Paul Robert 
Burton said if the expansion 
was approved, the state 
government would be 
effectively declaring a 
civil rights war on its own 
community.

“What is the benefi t to the 
Central Coast Community?” 
Mr Burton asked.

“This decision will have a 

massive impact on so many 
people.

“Under the previous Labor 
government, the planning 
system related to resources in 
NSW was dysfunctional and 
heavily favoured the resource 
sector; the Independent 
Commission Against 
Corruption (ICAC) has now 
shown it was corrupt as well.

“The current Coalition 
government that was elected 
on its promise to rectify this 
situation has continued to 
use and expand on this same 
discredited planning system.

“The PAC’s own 
information about the quarry 
expansion is a bucket full of 
holes with many unanswered 
questions and incorrect 
information about water 
allocation licenses.

“Rocla’s own statement 
of ‘a most thorough 
investigation by competent 
people’, will most certainly 
be challenged,” claimed Mr 
Burton.

Following on the back 
of a merit appeal from the 

groups that submitted to the 
PAC, OLOWOF will also be 
lodging a court case against 
the existing quarry.

“In matters like these, 
we have a legal system to 
determine the truth and I 
am convinced there are 
signifi cant issues with 
Rocla, the NSW Offi ce of 
Water (NOW) and the state 
government,” claimed Mr 
Burton.

“As a united community 
we cannot believe this 
appalling situation and we 
have been forced to initiate 
a massive community 
campaign.

“We know this may be a 
long hard battle but we are 
determined to fi ght for what 
is right and true and we will 
win.

“We ask that local current 
Liberal representative Chris 
Holstein either step up and 
help the community he was 
elected to represent or resign 
from his position.

“We also ask that all 
Central Coast political 
representatives from all 
parties actually represent 
those communities they were 
elected to represent.

“Our political system has 
failed the people and we 
have had enough.

‘Not one local MP came 
to the original PAC meeting 
about a massive sand quarry 
that destroys far more than it 
creates.

“If our elected 
representatives will not help, 
then the community will have 
to do their job for them.”

Mr Burton announced that 
Camp Quoll was established 
on New Years’ Eve as an 
educational facility and 
peaceful direct action site in 
the vicinity of the Rocla Calga 
quarry.

Community groups who 

have established Camp 
Quoll, named after one of the 
threatened species known 
to inhabit the area of the 
proposed quarry expansion, 
are working in close contact 
with the police and other 
social services in this matter 
and plan to use the highest 
principles of Peaceful Direct 
Action (PDA).

“A community cannot 
survive without its water, 
agricultural land, air, fl ora, 
fauna and its cultural 
connection with each other.

“Despite the government’s 
false claims of signifi cant 
local economic benefi t, there 
is no long term benefi t to the 
Central Coast community 
and ultimately there is 
no economy without an 
environment.

“We invite all the Central 
Coast community to join this 
peaceful direct action.

“Many are not even 
aware of the huge level of 
industrialisation planned for 
our region.

“It’s not just about the 
sand quarry, it’s also the 
about Wallarah 2 long wall 
coal mine (threatening the 
water supply for over 350,000 
Central Coast residents), 
the Mandalong long wall 
coal mine and Coal Seam 
Gas licenses across the 
entire Central Coast region 
including the ocean.

It is about the entire 
Central Coast and our 
fundamental human right to 
protect our land our water 
and our future.”

Media release, 8 Jan 2014
Paul Robert Burton, Our 

Land Our Water Our Future
Media release, 

31 Dec 2013
Tassin Barnard, Australia 
Walkabout Wildlife Park

Calga sand quarry expansion 
approval creates uproar
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Mr Hockey made the 
statement in Parliament, 
following a question 
from Federal Member for 
Robertson Lucy Wicks.

“The Australian Taxation 
Offi ce and a number of 
other government agencies 
are employing more than 
600 people in Gosford,” Mr 
Hockey said. 

“We are able to announce 
a new centre of excellence 
in Gosford on the Central 
Coast of NSW because we 
are absolutely committed 
to getting more jobs into 
more regional areas, as 
well as importantly helping 
to stimulate economic 
growth.” 

Ms Wicks said the new 
jobs for the region, in a 
purpose-built facility, is 
some of the most important 
news the Central Coast has 
received in years. 

“We have doubled our 
commitment from our 
Growth Plan for the Central 
Coast, from 300 to 600 
jobs,” Mrs Wicks said.

“This is a game-changer 
for the Central Coast.

“This is a breakthrough 
in terms of boosting 
investment, driving more job 
opportunities, and building 
a strong, positive future for 
the Coast. 

“It’s also an immediate 
boost for local construction 

industry too because it will 
be a purpose-built facility. 

“Local businesses have 
been telling me how these 
jobs will drive even more 
activity to local cafes, 
local restaurants and local 
businesses, and provide 
an important link to tertiary 
training institutions in our 
region. 

“The sorts of jobs 
that may be available 
could potentially include 
accounting, information 
technology, professional 
services, legal and other 
opportunities.” 

Media release, 6 Jun 2014
Tim Sowden, offi ce of 

Lucy Wicks MP

‘Centre of Excellence’ 
for Gosford

The Treasurer Hon Joe Hockey has announced that Gosford will 
be home to a ‘Centre of Excellence’ when a new purpose-built 
Commonwealth Agency is built.

Member for Wyong 
Darren Webber and 
Member for The Entrance 
Chris Spence have chosen 
not to recontest the next 
State Election in March 
2015 due to the fi nal report 
into Operation Spicer not 
being handed down until 
December this year.

“The report not being 
completed until December 
leaves the position for 
recontesting the next 

election for me impossible,” 
said Mr Spence.

“Therefore it is in the best 
interests of the Liberal Party 
and the constituents of The 
Entrance that I stand aside 
and let the Party get on with 
pre-selection,” Mr Spence 
said.

Mr Hartcher said he 
respects and understands 
the decision of his Central 
Coast colleagues.

“While they have each 

been excused from further 
attendance at the ICAC 
inquiry, I have not.

“I will not be making any 
further comment,” said Mr 
Hartcher.

Media statement, 
10 Jun 2014

Chris Hartcher, 
Member for Terrigal

Media statement, 
10 Jun 2014

Laurie Alexander, offi ce of 
Chris Spence MP

Hartcher undecided 
about recontesting

Member for Terrigal Mr Chris Hartcher has said he will not be 
making any decisions about the forthcoming State election 
until after the Independent Commission Against Corruption 

(ICAC) inquiry has been concluded.

Other special rates will 
also be levied to maintain 
waste management 
services, and for investment 
in a number of beach safety, 
economic and tourism 
initiatives.

The prices for water, 

sewerage and stormwater 
services will also change 
from July 1, in line with the 
latest NSW Independent 
Pricing and Regulatory 
Tribunal determination.

More information about 
the changes to rates, fees 

and charges for 2014/15 
will be provided to the 
community over the coming 
months.

Gosford Council, ENV.38, 
27 May 2014

General rates 
to rise by 2.3%

Gosford Council has agreed to increase its general rates by 2.3% 
from July 1 this year, in line with the current NSW Independent 
Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal determination.

Member for Robertson Ms Lucy Wicks with Treasurer Joe Hockey
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Erina’s Medicare 
Local is one of 
61 across the 

country set to close.
Senator for NSW 

Deborah O’Neill said The 
Abbott Government’s 
decision was yet another 
blow to the people of the 
Central Coast.

“Tony Abbott’s decision 
to close all 61 Medicare 
Locals around the country – 
despite promising before the 
election ‘We are not shutting 
any Medicare Locals’ – and 
replace them with 30 new 
health bureaucracies leaves 
the future of healthcare in 
the region under a cloud,” 
said Senator O’Neill.

“The specifi c health 
requirements of people on 
the Coast will be lumped in 
with those in a new mega-
region that will stretch from 
Gosford to the Queensland 
border and absorb three 
Medicare Locals: Central 
Coast; Hunter; and New 
England.

“Our Medicare Local 
was just what the name 
suggested, a local, 
grassroots organisation 
geared to the specifi c 
healthcare needs of families 
here. 

“The impacts of these 
cuts and mergers will be 
felt at the community level, 
particularly by the most 
vulnerable, and will likely 
have longer term adverse 
population health outcomes.

“Under this new mega-
region, which is about the 
size of England, it will be 
one size fi ts all from Terrigal 
to the Tweed, and everyone 
will get a number and stand 

in the queue,” Senator 
O’Neill said.

Senator O’Neill said 
the boundaries for the 
new Primary Healthcare 
Networks were released 
by side-door, with no 
announcement by 
the Government and 
no explanation of the 
immediate future for local 
health services, as Medicare 
Locals are dismantled. 

“The Blue Mountains, 
smaller than the Coast, 
got its own Primary Health 
Network.

“Where were the local 
Liberals when this carve up 
happened?

“They just aren’t fi ghting 
for the Coast.

“The uncertainty that 
comes with this sleight-of-
hand approach to public 
health not only affects 

patients who relied on 
Medicare Locals to direct 
them to the appropriate 
treatment in their area but 
also leaves the 75 Medicare 
Local staff employed at 
Erina fearing for their jobs.

“It has been estimated 
that the cost to close 
Medicare Locals will be 
more than $200 million.

“Thursday’s revelation 
will create chaos, delays 
and more costs,” Senator 
O’Neill said.

The discovery of the 
Primary Health Network 
boundary plan comes 
after revelations that the 
Central Coast would be at 
the epicentre of a hospital 
emergency department 
crisis under the $7 GP Tax.

A NSW Bureau of Health 
Information report revealed 
the emergency departments 

(EDs) at Gosford and Wyong 
hospitals were stretched – 
with Gosford recording the 
worst emergency patient 
turnaround rate in the state 
– while a Senate Inquiry has 
been told hospitals could 
expect a further surge as 
patients avoid, or can’t pay, 
Tony Abbott’s $7 tax to see 
a GP.

With the NSW 
Government’s own briefi ng 
paper, prepared in May, 
revealing the co-payment 
had the capacity to fl ood 
hospitals with an extra 
500,000 ED attendances a 
year, blow-out ED waiting 
times and cost an extra $80 
million annually, hospitals 
could be stretched to 
breaking point.

“This is a public health 
disaster waiting to happen 
on the Central Coast and 

it will be all Tony Abbott’s 
doing,” Senator O’Neill said.

Member for Robertson 
Ms Lucy Wicks said she 
was disappointed with a 
recent statement made by a 
Senator for NSW regarding 
Primary Health Networks.

“As the local Federal 
MP for Robertson, I’ve 
been meeting regularly 
with doctors, health 
professionals and patients 
across the Central Coast,” 
said Ms Wicks.

“So it was disappointing 
to read remarks from a 
Senator for New South Wales 
who made a statement, in a 
media release containing 
typos and inaccuracies that 
ignored the views of health 
experts themselves.

“The facts are that 
Primary Health Networks, 
including on the Central 
Coast, will work with 
local health providers and 
stakeholders to ensure 
local services meet the 
needs of local people, 
including supporting 
individual general practices 
to encourage high quality 
services. 

“It’s about ensuring local 
communities have better 
access to improved frontline 
health services, which 
doctors across the Coast 
tell me is an important issue.

“The Australian 
Government wants to make 
sure money is spent on 
improving these frontline 
services – not wasted on 
administration. 

“The Networks are 
expected to align with 
existing Local Hospital 
Network boundaries to 

ensure effective working 
relationships, increase 
care for the communities 
they serve, and make the 
most of greater local GP 
involvement to ensure 
optimal patient care. 

“Clinical Councils and 
Community Advisory 
Committees will also ensure 
the needs of patients here 
on the Coast are put fi rst. 

“Richard Nankervis, 
Central Coast NSW 
Medicare Local CEO, has 
already said that he is 
optimistic that there will 
be strong, collaborative 
partnerships that benefi t the 
region as a whole because 
of this change,” said Ms 
Wicks.

Mr Nankervis said 
in his response to the 
announcement that 
“responding to local health 
needs here on the Coast 
remains a top priority”.

“We are also committed to 
working toward continuing 
the services we’ve worked 
so hard to develop for the 
Central Coast community,” 
he said.

“We look forward to 
continuing the delivery 
of these services to the 
local population, and to 
developing new innovative 
programs as a partner in 
the new Primary Health 
Network.” 

Media release, 
24 Oct 2014

Richard Mehrtens, offi ce 
of Deborah O’Neill

Media release, 
27 Oct 2014

Tim Sowden, offi ce of 
Lucy Wicks MP

Medicare Local closure 
slammed and defended

Issue 008May 23, 2011

Gosford CentralGosford Central
 Community    News Community    News

Your independent local newspaper     -     Ph: 4325 7369

“We anticipate that the 
mediator will then be briefed 
to outline the scope of the 
project and the services that 
may be required,” said Cr 
Holstein.

Should it be required, 
those parties with a fi nancial 
interest will all be consulted 

initially by the mediator 
including those who own 
the land and those who 
have an interest in its 
purchase, such as Gosford 
Council, National Parks and 
Wildlife and the Darkinjung 
Aboriginal Land Council.

Former Independent 

candidate Mr Jake Cassar 
has thanked all that 
supported the marathon sit 
in protest and said the camp 
is now packing up.

“This camp been 
strongest action against 
unreasonable development 
I have seen on Central 

Holstein seeks resolution

Member for Gosford Cr Chris Holstein has announced that 
a mediator from the State Property Authority will be made 
available to seek a resolution that could lead to the voluntary 

acquisition of the land in question at Bambara Rd, predicted on the 
current discussions between Gosford Council and the national Parks 
and Wildlife Service.

Coast,” he said.
“We have survived much 

slander, abuse, violent 
attacks on camp i.e bottles, 
rocks etc thrown at us at 
night. 

“It was all well worth it for 
Bambara.

“Campaign doesn’t end 
until Bambara is fi nally 
National Park.”

Media Release, 
16 May 2011

Chris Holstein, Member 
for Gosford

“Recent surveys by 
Anglicare and Wesley 
Mission have identifi ed the 
lack of rental properties for 
those on low fi xed income 
and the problem is getting 
worse day by day,” said Mr 
Maher.

The Anglicare Australia 
Rental Affordability 
Snapshot identifi ed that 
of the 689 Central Coast 
properties advertised for 

rent on April 9 only 6 per 
cent (46) were affordable for 
people on fi xed incomes.

Mr Maher said this meant 
that for our population 
of 297,956, 94 per cent 
of rental properties, if 
accepted, would put 
families and individuals in 
housing stress, where they 
would have to spend at 
least 30 per cent of their 
income on rent.

“There were quite a 
number of areas within 
our community where the 
situation is much worse,” he 
said.

“In some areas of 
particular need some of 
our families would have to 
spend 50 to 60 per cent of 
their household income just 
on rents.

“In a community in which 
the waiting list for Public 

Housing is between 12 and 
15 years, it is no wonder 
that charities are being 
inundated with requests for 
assistance.

“Although our 
unemployment statistics 
can be very misleading, 
even by the most generous 
interpretation of the 
unemployment rate of 
7.1 per cent, it is one of 
the highest in the greater 
Metropolitan Area,” said Mr 
Maher.

“When we take into 
consideration the overall 
shortage of affordable 

rental properties, the lack 
of public transport and a 
median wage rate, which is 
$111 less than Sydney for 
individuals and $269 less 
for families, no wonder the 
problem is increasing, rather 
than getting better.”

Australian Council 
of Social Service 
representative Dr Cassandra 
Goldie said “more people 
are hitting hard times and 
falling into poverty”.

Mr Maher said that 
although Coast Shelter has 
been able to increase the 
level of support as a result of 

the assistance provided by 
local business, community 
donations and a wonderful 
band of volunteers, housing 
is still the most signifi cant 
need in our community.

“If the Governments 
would focus on addressing 
housing needs, most of our 
problems would fade away,” 
he concluded.

Media Release, 
6 May 2011

Laurie Maher, Coast 
Shelter

Rental costs increase homeless numbers
The shortage of affordable rental properties and the rising cost of 

living has lead to an alarming increase in the number of homeless 
families on the Central Coast said Coast Shelter CEO Mr Laurie 

Maher.

One hundred and fi fty 
million in federal funding for a 
feasibility study on the long-
hoped for “missing link” was 
deferred until 2015-16 in last 
week’s Federal Budget, after 
years of inaction at state 
level to progress the project. 

However, on a visit to 
Terrigal on Sunday, May 15, 
the Treasurer Wayne Swan 
said the Federal Government 
would seriously consider any 
plans put forward by the 
NSW Liberal Government.

“The fact is, the previous 
State Labor Government 
and the current Liberal 
Government haven’t faced 
up to what their priorities are. 

“The funds have been 
sitting there, but it hasn’t 
been going anywhere,” Mr 
Swan told a function at 
Terrigal.

“If they want to come 
forward with a proposal 
then we will seriously look 
at it, and in addition to that, 
we’ll be happy to arrange for 
them to talk to Infrastructure 
Australia… but in Parliament 
last week, the current State 
Government said that they 
hadn’t made up their minds 
about what their priorities 
were.

“Well they ought to make 
up their mind pretty soon, 
because I think it’s a really 
important project,” said Mr 
Swan.

Ms O’Neill and Mr 
Thomson welcomed the 
Treasurer’s frank words 
and said the ball was now 

squarely in the NSW Liberals’ 
court. 

“Chris Hartcher and co. 
are in Government now. 
They are the ones with the 
power to allocate funding 
and resources,” said Ms 
O’Neill.

“At present, they’ve 
contributed nothing. Mr 
Swan has told them to come 
forward with a proposal.

“Let’s see if Hartcher and 
co can actually come up with 
the goods,” said Ms O’Neill.

Mr Thomson said the 
NSW Liberals had a long 
way to travel before they 
could match Federal Labor’s 
economic record on the 
Central Coast.

“Recent research into 
the Central Coast economy 
has proven that Federal 
Labor’s stimulus spending 
saved many local jobs 
and businesses while 
delivering important local 
infrastructure,” said Mr 
Thomson. 

“In last week’s, Budget 
we took that a step further 
by setting ourselves on the 
path of creating 500,000 
new jobs.

“As the days tick by we 
are still waiting for this new 
State Government to spell 
out its vision for the Central 
Coast,” said Ms O’Neill.

Media Release, 
15 May 2011

Matt Pulford, Offi ce of 
Deborah O’Neill MP

Local members 
urge government 

over F3 link
Member for Gosford Ms Deborah O’Neill 

and member for Dobell Mr Craig 
Thomson have challenged the newly-

elected NSW Liberal Government to match 
Federal Labor’s commitment to the future of 
the F3-Sydney Orbital link.
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Council resolved that it 
would provide a submission 
to the Department 
of Infrastructure and 
Transport on phase one 
of the feasibility study at 
its meeting of Tuesday, 
October 4.

Council’s submission 
would outline the potential 
positive impacts on the 
Gosford LGA and would 
note Council’s support for 
the Newcastle to Sydney 
corridor to be progressed 
as high priority.

Phase one of the two 
phase study was released on 
August 4 by the minister for 
infrastructure and transport 
Mr Anthony Albanese.

The study looked at 
potential routes along the 
East Coast of Australia 
from Brisbane, southwards 
to Sydney, Canberra and 
Melbourne.

It identifi ed that a feasible 
High Speed Rail corridor 
between Newcastle and 
Sydney existed for an 
approximate construction 
cost of 14.2 billion.

Within this corridor, the 
study identifi ed that high 
speed rail stations would 
potentially be located at 
Kariong or Ourimbah.

The community’s 
position on High Speed Rail 
was outlined in the 2009 
response to requested NSW 
State Plan Priorities with a 
high speed rail link between 
Sydney and Newcastle with 
stops in Gosford and Wyong 
at the top of the list.

Council’s report on 
October 4, however, stated 
that it “would appear 
inappropriate at this stage 
in the High Speed Rail’s 
development to specify that 
there should be stations at 
Gosford and Wyong”.

It said that the number of 
stations and their location 
would be analysed in phase 
two of the study.

Cr Peter Freewater said 
that a “high speed link is 
exactly what the Central 
Coast needs to help this 
region grow, to promote 
economic prosperity for 
everybody”.

“It’s fabulous that we are 
progressing with this.

“Bring it on,” said Cr 
Freewater.

According to Gosford 
Council’s report, phase one 
of the study confi rmed that 
“the Newcastle to Sydney 
rail line is the most heavily 
utilised within Australia 
outside urban areas” and 
“transport to the region 
remains relatively slow and 
subject to congestion”.

Director of environment 
and planning Ms Colleen 
Worthy-Jennings said the 
High Speed Rail would 
make travelling to Sydney 
easier.

“Being only 60km away, 
we should certainly be able 
to get to Sydney in under an 
hour,” she said.

Gosford Council Agenda 
ENV.64, 4 Oct 2011

Kaitlin Watts, 4 Oct 2011

Council 
supports 

high speed rail

The proposed route of the High Speed Rail

Gosford Council announced that it 
supported in principle a high speed rail 
project that would pass through the 

Central Coast.

Member for Gosford 
Mr Chris Holstein offi cially 
opened the shop front 
which will provide people 
within Gosford CBD access 
to information about what 
will be happening on the 
Gosford waterfront.

Mr Holstein said: “At 178 
Mann St, the public can 
come into the premises and 

look at what the plans are 
for the city’s waterfront.”

“They can discuss the 
master plan in detail with 
the staff on hand.

“This is a continuation of 
the communication process 
established with the Gosford 
Challenge.

“It is about giving people 
access to the information 

and the plan.
“The Landing at Gosford 

is the catalyst project for the 
revitalisation of the Gosford 
CBD.

“It is about reconnecting 
the city with the waterfront.

“The purpose in having 
the shop front is to provide 
the community with the 
opportunity to comment on 

the plan,” he said.
The shop front will be 

open every Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday from 
10am to 2pm until Friday, 
October 21.

Media release, 5 Oct 2011
Margaret Paterson, 

Central Coast Regional 
Development Corporation

Landing Masterplan 
goes on display

Member for Gosford Mr Chris Holstein and the Landing Project Control Group chairman Mr Stephen Brahams 
at the opening of the Landing display shopfront

A shop front featuring the models and plans of the Landing 
Masterplan was opened at 178 Mann St, Gosford on Wednesday, 
October 5.

For more on the 
Landing at Gosford and 
public comments see 

page 14.

The MOU would also see 
the creation of a Project 
Control Group which would 
consist of the general 
managers, mayors, deputy 
mayors and senior staff 
from both Councils’ to 
develop project plans and 
timeframes to regionalise 
services.

Council is now waiting 
on a response from Wyong 

in support of the agreement.
The MOU followed 

Gosford Council’s decision 
not to proceed with a 
feasibility study into a 
possible amalgamation with 
Wyong Council.

Gosford mayor Cr Laurie 
Maher said although “we 
decided in this council that 
we would not progress the 
amalgamation, we will work 

assiduously in getting a 
collaborative approach”.

The two Councils 
have already funded and 
supported around 20 joint 
projects that had the overall 
goal of better servicing the 
residents of the Central 
Coast.

They also worked 
together to develop policies, 
processes and systems that 

supported the formation 
of the Central Coast Water 
Corporation.

Gosford Councils report 
said: “It is essential for our 
region that both Gosford 
and Wyong Councils 
work co-operatively and 
systematically towards 
the regionalisation of 
appropriate services and 
business processes.”

Gosford Council Agenda 
MM.11, 4 Oct 2011

Media Release, 4 Oct 2011
Gosford Council Media

Councils work together
Gosford Council agreed at its meeting of Tuesday, October 4, that 

it would enter into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with 
Wyong Council to work collaboratively together to progress to 

the regionalisation of appropriate services and business procedures.

Issue 028March 12, 2012 Your independent local newspaper     -     Ph: 4325 7369

FREE

It also unanimously agreed 
that phase 1 of the project, 
which delivers all major public 
infrastructure, be progressed 
to the Minister for endorsement 
as a matter of priority.

Council said it still, however, 
strongly recommends the 
progression of phase one as a 
priority, as this would provide 
major public infrastructure in 
the area.

The recommendation 
was adopted unanimously at 
Council’s meeting of Tuesday, 
March 6, due to the “huge 
community concern and 
input in regard to phase three 
(waterfront)”.

Cr Craig Doyle said phase 
one was the most important 
step in the process in order to 
“see Gosford great again”.

“It is absolutely vital that we 
get some momentum behind 
this thing,” said Cr Doyle.

“Sometimes you have to 
think outside the box and 
when you do that you are not 
going to get everybody to 
agree on everything.”

Former mayor Malcolm 
Brooks spoke at the meeting 
on behalf of the Friends of 
Gosford and said the group 
“wholeheartedly endorsed the 
notice of motion proposed by 
Cr Doyle”.

“We believe the motion 
truthfully refl ects public 
opinion as expressed by 
4000 petitioners and 600 
plus submissions to the NSW 
Planning Department, of 
which, 97 per cent opposed 
the landing and its 10 storey 
fi nger wharves.

“Like Cr Doyle, we strongly 
believe the public open space 
on our foreshore and in front of 
the stadium must be preserved 
for all of our community and for 
our future generations.

“Our foreshore area should 
not be developed as a quick fi x 
for problems in the CBD.

“Indeed, we believe the 
current plan would do little 
for the CBD and less for the 
community.

“Our group is driven by 
a passion to see Gosford 
develop in an appropriate and 
sustainable manner for the 
long term benefi t of the whole 
community.

“In saying that, the 
waterfront needs to be a 
playground for the people not 
a playpen for the rich.

Gosford Council Agenda 
NM.4, 6 Mar 2012 
Email, 7 Mar 2012    
Malcolm Brooks, 

Friends of Gosford

Landing Phase 1 
to proceed to next stage
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Gosford Council has agreed to write to the 
Central Coast Regional Development 
Corporation (CCRDC) requesting that 

phases two and three of the Gosford Landing 
Proposal be withdrawn to allow further 
consideration from stakeholders.

The applicant, E J Knight 
and Co, said the development 
has the capacity to provide 
for affordable housing with 
112 caravan-relocatable 
home sites and create over 
50 short term construction 
and manufacturing jobs 
together with fi ve part time 
and full time jobs when the 
development is completed.

The site is immediately 
adjacent to existing 
residential parks including 
Pineneedles, Karalta Court 

and Erina Gardens.
The land has been owned 

by the applicant since the 
early 1980s, when the site 
formed part of a larger 
original land holding.

On April 30, 1982, Gosford 
Council granted consent 
to a 20 unit motel and 245 
caravan sites whereby the 
proposed motel was located 
on the front portion of the 
land.

The development consent 
was physically commenced 

and the caravan park portion 
was constructed.

In 1994, a draft plan of 
subdivision was prepared 
which excised the portion of 
the property that contained 
the proposed motel from the 
balance of the site containing 
the existing Pineneedles 
development.

The plan was registered 
with the Land Titles Offi ce 
on July 3, 2001.

A development 
application was lodged 

in 2005 (DA 29389) for a 
Residential Flat Building 
which consisted of seven 
residential apartment 
buildings with basement car 
parks containing 130 units 
and 23 townhouses and 
villas.

The application was 
refused by Gosford Council 
and subsequently appealed 
by the applicant in the Land 
and Environment Court of 
NSW.

Deferred commencement 
development consent was 
issued by the NSW Land 
and Environment Court on 

August 20, 2008, under 
Appeal No. 10638 of 2007 
subject to a number of 
conditions that were required 
to be met to the satisfaction 
of Council.

The applicant requested 
that the underlying 2(c) 
Residential zone be retained 
which would allow, with 
the consent of Council, the 
demolition of the existing 
single and two storey 
brick residential cottage 
and swimming pool, 
demolition of the existing 
hardiplank cottage at the 
Karalta Rd ingress-egress 

to the Pineneedles battle-
axe entry, construction of 
caravan-relocatable home 
sites, construction of internal 
service roads and stormwater 
drainage, construction of 
utilities including water, 
sewer, electricity, MATV 
and telecommunications, 
the provision of communal 
facilities, communal open 
space areas and the 
construction of internal and 
perimeter landscaping.

Gosford Council Agenda 
ENV.16, 6 Mar 2012

Another mobile home park for Erina
Gosford Council has agreed to prepare a planning proposal to 

permit caravan parks, relocatable home parks and manufactured 
home parks at 75-83 Karalta Rd, Erina.

1cc

���
���

���
����

���
����

���
����

���
����

�

���
����

��
��

���
�

1171717171717177

1d

1
Stage 1

Stage 2

Stage 3

The
Central Coast

Issue 38July 30, 2012 Your independent local newspaper     -     Ph: 4325 7369

FREE

We

The Councils have taken 
offi cial control of the $120 
million Mardi-Mangrove 
Link from contractor John 
Holland after extensive 
testing of all components 
has ensured its functionality 
and reliability. 

To commemorate this 
milestone, Wyong Shire 
Mayor Bob Graham and 
Gosford City Mayor Laurie 
Maher unveiled a specially-
designed sculpture at 
Woodbury Park, Mardi. 

The Mardi-Mangrove 
Link Project is an initiative 
of Gosford City and 
Wyong Shire Councils with 
Australian Government 
funding of $80.3 million 
through its Water Smart 
Program and an additional 
$40 million combined from 
the two Councils.

Media Release, 
23 Jul 2012 

Megan Low, 
Gosford Council

Mardi-Mangrove Link 
offi cially fi nished

Gosford City and Wyong Shire Councils 
celebrated a signifi cant milestone in 
securing the region’s water supply 

on Wednesday, July 25, with the offi cial 
completion of the Mardi-Mangrove Link 
Project. 

Gosford Council mayor Cr Laurie Maher, Wyong Council mayor Cr Bob Graham and contractor John Holland

On June 22, 
amendments were made 
to the Local Government 
(General) Regulation (the 
Regulation) to mandate 
what were formally 
caretaker conventions.

Under the regulation, 
Council, the general 
manager or any delegate 
of the council must not 
enter into any contract or 
undertaking involving an 
expenditure or receipt by 

the council of any amount 
equal to or greater than 
$150,000 or one per 
cent of the Council’s 
revenue from rates in the 
preceding financial year.

It must not determine a 

controversial development 
application, except where 
a failure to make such 
a determination would 
give rise to a deemed 
refusal, or such a deemed 
refusal arose before the 
commencement of the 
caretaker period.

The term “controversial 
development application” 
is defined as one for 

which at least 25 persons 
have made submissions 
by way of objection.

Council must not 
appoint or renew the 
appointment of the general 
manager or terminate 
their employment.

This does not include 
the appointment of an 
acting or temporary 
general manager).

In particular cases, 
these functions may 
be exercised with the 
approval of the Minister 
for Local Government.

Gosford Council Agenda 
COR.73, 24 Jul 2012

Council moves into caretaker mode
Gosford Council will operate under a caretaker mode from Friday 

August 10, to Saturday, September 8, as part of its responsibilities 
during the election period to ensure major decisions are not 

made which may limit the actions of an incoming council.
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The notion was put to 
Council at the meeting of 
Tuesday, December 11, by 
mayor Cr Lawrie McKinna 
to investigate options to 
identify the waterway as an 
integral feature of the City of 
Gosford.

“During 2012, the 
Central Coast Regional 
Development Corporation 
(CCRDC) has been working 

with the State Government 
to deliver Stage One of 
The Landing at the Gosford 
Waterfront as a catalyst 
project for the revitalisation 
of the Gosford City Centre,” 
said Cr McKinna.

“This landmark 
development will showcase 
Gosford to national and 
international visitors, 
developers and potential 

investors. 
“The current name of 

the body of water directly 
adjacent to The Landing 
and surrounding areas does 
not uniquely identify our 
region and confuses many 
visitors due to its perceived 
association with the City of 
Brisbane in Queensland,” 
added Cr McKinna.

Cr McKinna said any 

name change for Brisbane 
Water would involve 
broad consultation with 
community groups and 
stakeholders.

“At this stage, Council 
is just investigating the 
feasibility of a name change 
and will be seeking input 
when we know what our 
options are, however, the 
scale and signifi cance of 
a development such as 
The Landing should clearly 
articulate the attributes 
of our wonderful city and 
help to easily identify our 

region by its unique natural 
features,” said Cr McKinna.

Cr Gabby Bowles 
commended the mayor on 
his “guts” and said the issue 
had the potential “to open a 
massive can of worms”.

“I’d be really keen to 
have a look at a name that 
better refl ects who we are 
and what we are about,” 
said Cr Bowles.

Cr Craig Doyle said the 
fi rst time he read the report 
he “thought somebody was 
pulling my leg”.

“But the more I refl ected 

on this, the more I think it will 
be an interesting exercise.”

Cr Deanna Bocking was 
the only councillor to oppose 
the mayoral minute and said 
she was concerned with 
where the name changes 
would stop and the costs of 
the whole exercise.

“Do we have to change 
the name of Brisbane Water 
National Park too?”

Media Release, 
11 Dec 2012

Gosford Council Media
Kaitlin Watts, 11 Dec 2012

McKinna to attempt 
Brisbane Water name change

Gosford Council will initiate discussions with the Geographical 
Names Board, seeking options to amend the name of Brisbane 
Water to make the waterway more clearly identifi able with the 

local area.

Aborigines spearing fi sh and diving for crayfi sh in Brisbane Water
Image by Joseph Lycett, 1775-1828 

Courtesy of Gosford Council website

Gosford Waterfront 2012
Photo: Naomi Bridges Photography
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Ms O’Neill welcomed the 
new investment and thanked 
the Coast community for their 
involvement.

“New funding in the 
Budget will make a real 
difference for people on the 
Coast.

“Whether it means 
more support for people 
with a disability through 
DisabilityCare Australia, or 
less time stuck in traffi c with 
funding for the F3-M2.

“I am proud to share these 
announcements with the 
Coasties who have signed 
my petitions and called for 
these commitments, but 
there is still more work to do,” 
Ms O’Neill said.

Ms O’Neill highlighted 
the importance of ensuring 
that the Budget promoted 
job creation and economic 
growth for Australia’s future 
prosperity.

“This Government 
has made targeted and 
responsible decisions, in line 
with our Labor values, to 
ensure that we are a stronger, 
smarter and fairer Australia.

“We will always act 
responsibly to prioritise jobs 
to ensure that the economy 
works for more people.

“With DisabilityCare 
Australia set in stone in this 
budget, Coasties can now be 
assured that they will benefi t 
from one of the biggest social 
reforms in Australian history.

“This government is proud 
to be bringing this issue 
to the forefront of policy 
discussions and community 
attention.

“In the seat of Robertson, 
approximately 2,497 locals 
may be eligible for support 
under DisabilityCare when 
the scheme rolls out across 
the country.

“To better nurture our 
young creative talent, 
this Budget will allocate 
$23,500 to each electorate 
to encourage, support and 
celebrate the participation 

of young people in creative, 
cultural, academic and 
community events or training.

“Gosford Council will be 
eligible to apply for one of 14 
competitive grants of up to 
$375,000 to deliver innovative 
online local government 
services using the NBN.

“Our local Broadband 
for Seniors kiosk will be 
eligible to receive extra 
funding for a new computer 
and touchscreen monitor, 
ensuring seniors can 
benefi t from a wider range 
of interactive computer 
applications and programs.

“Each kiosk will also be 
eligible to receive a grant 
to deliver training and 
information sessions on the 
importance of cyber safety 
and personal security.

“For pensioners wanting 
to downsize their homes, the 
sting of losing chunks of their 
pension because of the sale 
is often discouraging. 

“Under a trial outlined 
in the Budget, eligible 
pensioners who want to 
downsize, can put at least 
80% of excess sale proceeds 
(up to a max of $200k) into 
a special account that is 
exempt from the pensioner 
means test so that it won’t 
affect their pension.

“In the electorate of 
Robertson, this could benefi t 
around 15,830 pensioners 
who are home-owners.

“The Federal Government 
is investing $5.5 million in 
Childcare Flexibility Trials to 
test innovative approaches to 
provide families with access 
to more fl exible care options.

“Gosford and Peninsula 
Family Daycare have received 
extra support to extend hours 
to better cater to the needs of 
our local police offi cers.

“To better support families 
receiving the partnered 
Parenting Payment, 
Newstart Allowance and 
Widow, Sickness or Partner 
Allowance, the Federal 

Government is increasing the 
amount recipients can earn 
before their payments are 
affected. 

“This means people can 
take home $494 extra per 
year and for the fi rst time the 
income free area will also be 
indexed to the Consumer 
Price Index (CPI) from 1 July 
2015.

“In the electorate 
of Robertson this will 
immediately benefi t 1,038 
people on income support 
currently earning over $62 
a fortnight, and potentially 
benefi t 3,994 more people 
should they move into work. 

“Labor established 
disability employment 
services in mid-2010 – 
getting rid of the cruel cap 
and quota based system 
that was put in place by the 
Howard government.

“Now, everyone who 
needs help to fi nd a job gets 
that help. 

“In the electorate of 
Robertson, this investment 
has seen 2,083 people 
placed in work since the 
program began.

“This Federal Budget 
provides $84.5 million 
over four years for the 
provision of around 1,650 
additional Commonwealth 
supported sub-bachelor 
and postgraduate places to 
universities.

“In the electorate 
of Robertson, Labor’s 
uncapping of places has seen 
a 15.2% increase in students 
commencing University. 

“This is vital in ensuring 
that locals are able to 
access affordable university 
education, and are able to get 
the skilled jobs of the future,” 
said Ms O’Neill.

Media Release, 
14 May 2013

Richard Mehrtens, Offi ce of 
Deborah O’Neill MP

Local highlights in national budget
Vital infrastructure projects and new and continuing community 

support programs were highlights for locals in the 2013-14 
Budget, according to Member for Robertson Ms Deborah O’Neill.

Member for Robertson Ms Deborah O’Neill speaking in the Chamber at Parliament House

Work on the 8km long 
tunnel under Pennant Hills 
Rd could start as early as 
next year with $400 million 
each being provided by 
the Federal and State 
Governments, with the 
remaining cost to be met by 
the private sector.

“I have been fi ghting for 
the F3 to M2 link ever since 
I fi rst became the candidate 
for Robertson, and it is still 
one of the single biggest 
issues that people talk to me 
about today,” said Member 
for Robertson Ms Deborah 

O’Neill.
“More than 3,000 

people have signed my 
petition to have this vital 
piece of infrastructure built 
and constant pressure 
from the Central Coast 
community has made this 
announcement possible.

“This is a major project 
and will take investment 
from both government and 
non-government sources to 
ensure that it is delivered.

“This project will make 
a massive difference for 
commuters heading to 

Sydney every day.
“It will mean less time 

stuck in traffi c, and more 
time at home with family.

“If we can make sure 
this important road project 
is built, it will mean tens of 
thousands of motorists will 
be able to forget about the 
nightmare that is currently 
Pennant Hills Rd,” Ms 
O’Neill said.

This commitment builds 
on previous investments 
from the Federal 
Government for the project 

State and Federal 
governments agree on 
missing link funding

A deal had been struck between the Federal Government and the 
NSW Government to build the F3-M2 Missing Link.

Continued on Page 3

Issue 68October 9, 2013 Your independent local newspaper     -     Ph: 4325 7369

FREE

The land is currently 
being used as a resource 
recovery facility which is a 
prohibited use within the 7 
(a) Conservation and Scenic 
Protection zone.

A license by the Offi ce of 
Environment and Heritage, 
however, has been issued 
for the use of such activity.

Council had begun but 
not completed actions to 
require the use to cease 
unauthorised activities until 
the Planning Proposal was 
determined.

The existing unauthorised 

use of the land for a resource 
recovery facility has been 
taking place sporadically for 
a number of years.

The land forms part of the 
existing Rexdor Kincumber 
Quarry landholding, 
which has been subject 
to quarrying for more than 
60 years and is currently 
operating under “existing 
use rights” provisions under 
the Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Act.

The site is accessed 
through a residential area 
and, as such, support for 

the legalising of this activity 
could raise issues with local 
residents regarding the 
local area roads through 
concerns with regard to 
traffi c and noise.

If the planning proposal 
is accepted, a development 
application would be made 
to allow for the crushing and 
recycling of inert demolition 
and construction materials 
generated by building 
construction activities.

Gosford Council Agenda 
ENV.48, 17 Sep 2013

Planning for recycling 
plant starts

Gosford Council has initiated a gateway process for a Planning 
Proposal for a resource recovery facility at 2180 Kerns Rd, 
Kincumber.

“This is the fi rst time in 
the State’s history there 
has been such extensive 
mapping and protection for 
our residential areas and 
farms,” NSW Planning and 
Infrastructure Minister Mr 
Brad Hazzard said.

“The progress in striking 
the balance between 
strategically signifi cant 
agricultural land and 
residential properties is the 
result of extensive community 
and business consultation 
and was necessitated by 
the complete failure of 
the former State Labor 
government to address any 
of these issues despite CSG 
being extracted for more 
than 20 years in NSW.

“The changes deliver 
key elements of the 
Government’s Strategic 
Regional Land Use Policy 
while at the same ensuring 
a viable and strong mining 
industry can occur in NSW,” 
he said.

NSW Minister for Primary 
Industries Ms Katrina 
Hodgkinson said the land 
had been mapped as 
BSAL because it had been 
identifi ed as highly fertile and 
productive land.

“Once the mapping 
is fi nalised, companies 
wanting to develop major 
mining or CSG projects 
within confi rmed BSAL in 
the region will have to go 
through the independent 
scientifi c Gateway process,” 
she said.

Mr Hazzard said CSG 
exclusion zones have also 
come into force across more 
than 215,000 hectares in the 
Lower Hunter and Central 
Coast regions, including all 

zoned residential land and 
rural villages and a 2km 
buffer area around these 
locations.

These exclusion zones 
refl ect community concerns 
about the confl ict over 
resource development in 
residential areas.

“The NSW Government 
is now seeking feedback 
on the precise location of 
the scheduled stage-two 
expansion of CSG exclusion 
zones into future residential 
growth areas in regional 
NSW,” Mr Hazzard said.

The benefi ts for the 
Lower Hunter and Central 
Coast regions are part of a 
broader NSW Government 
announcement to provide 
greater safeguards for more 
than fi ve million hectares of 
residential and farming land 
across the State. 

This includes the 
appointment of the inaugural 
members of the Gateway 
Panel, which will conduct 
a scientifi c assessment to 
ensure the potential impacts 
of mining and CSG proposals 
on BSAL are identifi ed prior 
to a development application 
being lodged.

The panel, led by 
chairman Terry Short, are 
highly regarded experts in 
their fi elds and have decades 
of technical and industry 
experience.

“The panel members we 
have appointed today deliver 
expertise across a number 
of disciplines, meaning 
each project will be subject 
to rigorous, balanced and 
scientifi c scrutiny.”

Mr Short said the 
establishment of the gateway 
system was a tremendous 

step forward for rural NSW.
“It is a voice that rural 

NSW hasn’t had to date in 
the planning process,” he 
said.

“Personally, I am 
honoured to have been 
asked to make such an 
important contribution to 
rural land-use planning as 
Chairman of the panel.”

Mr Hazzard said the 
mapping being exhibited 
was to have been the primary 
component of the proposed 
Lower Hunter and Central 
Coast Strategic Regional 
Land Use Plan (SRLUP). 

Now this mapping has 
been released, it is instead 
proposed to prepare a 
Regional Growth Plan for the 
Lower Hunter and Central 
Coast under the State’s new 
planning system – rather 
than a SRLUP. 

These Regional Growth 
Plans will comprehensively 
cover all strategic planning 
issues for the region 
– including housing, 
infrastructure, economic 
development, agricultural 
land and resources and 
environment – rather than 
having a focus mainly on 
agriculture and resource 
industry issues.

Further information on the 
location of the 654 hectares 
of the CSG exclusion zone 
was sought from the offi ce 
of Minister for the Central 
Coast and NSW Energy 
and Resources Minister Mr 
Chris Hartcher, however, a 
response was not received 
at the time Coast Community 
News went to press.

Media release, 3 Oct 2013
Julian Luke, Offi ce of 

Katrina Hodkinson MP
Kaitlin Watts

CSG extraction exclusion 
zones declared

Of the over 94,000 hectares in the Gosford LGA, nearly 654 
hectares have been identifi ed as Biophysical Strategic 
Agricultural Land (BSAL) as part of NSW Government initiatives 

released on Thursday, October 3, to better regulate mining and coal 
seam gas (CSG) projects.

The planning proposals 
would see the rezoning of 
the sites to allow for the 
installation of Resource 
Recovery Facilities.

One application is for 
the Kincumber Sewerage 
Treatment Plant which was 
chosen as an alternative site 
to the Springfi eld Quarry 
following opposition from 
Springfi eld residents.

The second application is 
from the Kincumber Quarry 
for the same type of facility.

“The Kincumber Quarry 
has been operating 
unlawfully for a number 
of years to the detriment 
of the residents living in 

the area surrounding the 
quarry,” said Residents 
of Kincumber Association 
president Ms Ruth Ross.

“The residents of 
Springfi eld campaigned 
that the Resource Recovery 
Facility that Council was 
planning was unsuitable in a 
residential, environmentally 
sensitive area.

“The location of 
the Kincumber Quarry 
possesses the same 
conditions. 

“The residents in the 
residential area surrounding 
Kincumber Quarry are 
extremely concerned as 
formalisation of this facility 

will increase the activity on 
the site and has the potential 
to reduce air quality, noise 
and dust.

“Traffi c issues are also of 
concern with the report to 
Council quoting 100 heavy 
truck movements per day 
through a family orientated 
residential area.

“The intersection with 
Avoca Dr is also problematic 
as well as the upkeep to the 
road not meant for heavy 
traffi c,” said Ms Ross.

Email, 26 Sep 2013
Ruth Ross, Residents of 
Kincumber Association

Residents show concern 
about planning proposals

The Residents of Kincumber Association have lodged concerns 
with Gosford Council about two planning proposals in the area 
that have been approved to go to the Department of Planning.
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Camp Quoll, named 
after the endangered 
Spotted Quoll living in the 
area, was set up to protect 
the local fauna and flora, 
which rely on aquifers for 
their survival.

Camp Quoll member 
Ian Sutton, who is also 
the police liaison for the 
Peaceful Direct Action, 
said: “We are blockading 
the quarry in the hope that 
we can give a voice to the 
eleven known endangered 
and threatened animals 
that inhabit the proposed 
quarry site.”

“The destruction of 
habitat and removal of 
the ridge top aquifers 
will dramatically alter the 
existing ecology and see 
a significant decrease in 
biodiversity.

“With most of the 
country already degraded, 
and many of our fauna 
and flora species lost 
or endangered, the 
community must begin to 
take more responsibility 
and stand up to protect 
the last bastions of high 
biodiversity like that of the 
Central Coast.

“If the practice of 
quarrying these important 
aquifers to produce sand 
continues, the Central 
Coast can expect to 
see the drying out of 
the landscape causing 
a loss of biodiversity, 
creating catastrophic fire 
conditions and resulting in 
severe water shortages.

“These aquifers provide 
much of our environmental 
flows, industrial water 
and drinking water, all 
mandatory for supporting 
our local economy, 
community and ecology.

“The huge numbers 
of community members 
participating in these 
Peaceful Direct Actions, 
standing up for their local 
environment, is an exciting 
and promising prospect 
for a better outcome and 
future for the Central Coast 
communities surrounding 
Rocla Materials,” said Mr 
Sutton.

Media release, 3 Mar 2014
Lynn Cowie, Our Land Our 

Water Our Future

Camp Quoll members
 say no to expansion

Over 40 residents and Camp Quoll 
members from the Central Coast 
community braved the wet and cold 

conditions to gather at the front gates of 
Rocla Calga Sand Quarry at 11am on Saturday, 
March 1, to say no to the expansion that was 
approved by the NSW State Government on 
December 23. 

CEN chairman Mr John 
Asquith said the actual amount 
dumped is closer to 900,000 
tonnes. 

Gosford Council approved 
dumping of 240,000 cubic 
metres (216,000 tonnes) in a 
development consent in1998. 

How and why there is such 
large discrepancies has not 
been revealed by the EPA.

“This is important as the 
levy on dumping is usually 
$107/tonne and such a 
volume could be worth up 

to $40 million to the NSW 
Government,” said Mr Asquith.

“In their press release, the 
EPA conveniently ignore this 
discrepancy.

“Excess dumping and 
instability of the waste heap 
is the reason council have 
needed to take court action.

“The EPA must have known 
what was going on,” said Mr 
Asquith.

Copies of the licence issued 
by the EPA and obtained by 
CEN show that in June 2008 
(EPA Notice 1082616) the 

EPA removed Condition M7 
which limited the dumping to 
240,000 cubic metres in total, 
in line with the Development 
Consent.

“From weighbridge fi gures 
provided by the EPA, it is clear 
that this limit would have been 
exceeded within 4 months 
(ie October 2008),” said Mr 
Asquith.

Another limit (Condition 
L5.4) in the licence of 250,000 
tonnes per annum was 
removed later in 2008. 

“It is clear that, once the limit 

was removed by the EPA, this 
allowed the excess dumping 
to occur through to the present 
time,” said Mr Asquith.

“The EPA should come 
clean and tell the full story of 
who authorised the excess 
dumping, why the limit was 
removed and where the 
excess dumping in excess of 
the consent conditions came 
from.

“Locals have been 
complaining about excess 
dumping for some time, but 
their complaints have been 
ignored by the EPA,” said Mr 
Asquith.

Media release, 7 Mar 2014
John Asquith, CEN

EPA should come clean
The Community Environment Network (CEN) has corrected claims 

made by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) that only 
555,616 tonnes of waste were dumped at Mangrove Mountain.
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Minister Stokes said the 
community has been clear 
that the revitalisation of 
Gosford’s waterfront is a 
priority and they want to see 
action.

“This progress is great 
news and shows that the 
NSW Government is serious 
about taking the Central 
Coast region forward. 

“We believe the Gosford 
waterfront redevelopment 
is a vital urban renewal 
initiative.

“It will be signifi cant in 
shaping the future Gosford 
city centre, providing long-
term improvement and 
employment to the area.” 

Works will begin mid-
August to clear the 20 Mann 
St site for redevelopment. 

Member for Gosford 
Mr Chris Holstein said that 
following the successful 
relocation of Gosford Public 
School to its new, state of 

the art home on Faunce St 
West, the commencement 
of works on the waterfront 
was an exciting step 
forward. 

“The redevelopment of 
the former school site is 
central to the successful 
implementation of the 
Gosford Waterfront 
redevelopment plans and 
a key part of the progress 
towards revitalising the 
Central Coast economy,” Mr 
Holstein said. 

The Central Coast 
Regional Development 
Corporation (CCRDC) is 
managing the disposal of 
the former school site.

Australian Demolition 
and Scrap Recovery Pty 
Ltd has been awarded the 
contract to demolish the 
former school site, located 
on 1.5 hectares and bound 
by Mann St, Georgiana Tce, 
Vaughan Ave and Baker St.

CCRDC executive 
manager Mr Greg South 
said the Corporation had 
been collaborating with the 
Department of Education 
and Communities (DEC) and 
Government Property NSW 
to ensure the best possible 
outcome for Gosford and 
the Central Coast region. 

“It’s important that the 
redevelopment of this 
site proceeds in a timely 
manner,” said Mr South.

“Tender documents will 
be released in the very 
near future to facilitate and 
support new development 
opportunities,” Mr South 
said.

Demolition works are 
expected to be completed 
by the end of October 2014. 

Media release, 1 Aug 2014
Rob Stokes, Minister for 

the Central Coast

Gosford Public School 
demolition about to commence

The transformation of the Gosford waterfront is set to start this 
month, according to the Minister for the Central Coast and 
Assistant Minister for Planning Mr Rob Stokes.

Gosford mayor Cr Lawrie McKinna, Member for Gosford Mr Chris Holstein
 and Minister for the Central Coast Mr Rob Stokes

This segment of the 
public inquiry will focus 
on, among other things, 
corruption allegations 
involving the circumstances 
in which the 2011 state 

election campaign for the 
seat of Newcastle was 
funded by the Liberal Party, 
and whether funds were 
solicited and received from 
prohibited donors, including 

Buildev Pty Ltd, Nathan 
Tinkler, Jeff McCloy, Hilton 
Grugeon and other persons 
and companies associated 
with them.

This segment will also 

examine whether members 
of Parliament (MPs), 
including Christopher 
Hartcher and Michael 
Gallacher MLC, solicited 
and received donations 
from prohibited donors for 
use in the Liberal Party 2011 
state election campaign, 
including in the seat of 

Newcastle, and whether 
parties and persons, 
including Buildev Pty Lyd, 
Mr Tinkler, Darren Williams, 
David Sharpe, Mr McCloy 
and Mr Grugeon improperly 
sought to infl uence certain 
MPs by making donations 
during the 2011 state 
election campaign.

ICAC Commissioner the 
Hon Megan Latham will 
continue to preside at the 
public inquiry and Counsel 
Assisting the Commission 
are Mr Geoffrey Watson SC 
and Mr Greg O’Mahoney. 

Media release, 
4 Aug 2014, ICAC

ICAC public enquiry to resume
The NSW Independent Commission Against Corruption’s (ICAC) 

Operation Spicer public inquiry will resume on Wednesday, 
August 6.
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The proposal is seeking 
to add four cinemas to 
the site as well as a cafe 
and gallery, five residential 
units and basement car 
parking.

Gosford City’s mayor 
Cr Lawrie McKinna said 
the council was still very 
keen to try and make the 
redevelopment workable.

“Council staff did 
recommend that this 
development application 
should be refused for 
a number of reasons,” 
mayor Cr McKinna said.

“But, we strongly 
believe there is still an 
opportunity for council 
staff and the developer 
to try and see whether 
the redevelopment of 
this important, iconic 
community facility could 
be delivered in a more 
suitable and acceptable 
way.

“At this stage, there 
are still concerns about 
the proposal’s excessive 
size and height, as 
well as whether it is in 
the community’s best 
interests.

“Although we received 
well over 1,500 individual 
letters and signatures 
objecting to this 
proposal, it’s important 
to acknowledge that we 
also received around 
800 individual letters and 
signatures supporting it 
as part of the application’s 
public exhibition.

“Councillors have also 
been advised by council 
staff that the site’s flooding 
risks are too significant to 
ignore, especially for this 
proposal.

“With the site located in 
an existing floodway, the 
proposed vehicle access 
and basement car parking 
for the redevelopment 

pose serious public safety 
risks if the site floods.

“However, council has 
now deferred its decision 
on this proposal and asked 
the CEO to meet with the 
applicant and gauge their 
preparedness to amend 
the current design to 
address these concerns 
and others.

“We’ve also asked 
for a further report to be 
provided to the council at 
its next available meeting 
after March next year.”

The decision was a 
source of contention at 
council’s final meeting of 
the year with the gallery 
full to the brim and 
overflowing into the foyer.

Councillors did not 
unanimously decide on 
the deferral with Greens Cr 
Hillary Morris saying she 
didn’t see what a further 
three months was going to 
achieve.

“There has been 
plenty of time to reach 
an agreement,” said Cr 
Morris.

“The theatre is a 
wonderful community 
asset, there is no doubt 
about that, and I certainly 
hope we don’t lose it.”

Cr Gabby Bowles said 
the application was “an 
emotional one” for her 
as it was one of the first 
emails she received when 
she was elected as a 
councillor.

“There’s a lot of different 
opinions about whether 
the owners have a sound 
and reasonable reason to 
expand, but I don’t believe 
that’s council’s decision to 
decide.

“None of us want to 
see this theatre close…
but the report as it stands 
now is not something I can 
support,” said Cr Bowles.

Mayor Cr McKinna said: 
“I would like to sincerely 
thank every resident 
for their comments and 
feedback on this proposal, 
and patience while we 
continue to assess the 
application.”

Media release, 
10 Dec 2014

Gosford Council Media
Kaitlin Watts,

18 Dec 2014

Contentious Avoca Beach 
Theatre application 

deferred again
Following over 

1,500 public 
objections and 

around 800 supporting 
s u b m i s s i o n s , 
Gosford Council has 
deferred its decision 
on a contentious 
application to 
redevelop the Avoca 
Beach Theatre.

Community members concerned about the future of the Avoca Beach Theatre
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According to Council’s 
report of Tuesday, June 7, 
Gosford Council received 
advice from the RTA that 
remaining bushland from 
the roadwork undertaken 
to widen Avoca Dr between 
Sun Valley Rd and Bayview 
Dr, Green Point, would not 
be transferred to Council 
despite Council’s previous 
understanding that it 

would be transferred at the 
completion of the works at 
no cost to Council.

The report states that the 
RTA have advised Council 
it can either agree to 
accepting care, control and 
management of the land or 
alternatively to purchase the 
land.

Based on verbal and 
written communication with 

the representatives of the 
RTA in 2010, Council had 
been of the understanding 
that the RTA had agreed 
to transfer the bushland 
adjacent to the new 
extension of Lakewood 
Ave to Council at no cost 
once the road construction 
project had been completed.

Council said more recent 
correspondence, received 

this year, has seen a change 
in the RTA’s position on the 
transfer of the land with 
the RTA requesting Council 
agree to accept care, 
control and management 
of the land, with the RTA 
retaining ownership.

Council has refused both 
options proposed to them 
by the RTA and awaits a 
response from the ministers.

Council Agenda CIT.8, 
7 Jun 2011

Gosford 
residents 

receive OAMs

Dr Howard BellJudith Gifford

Council to request
 land ownership

Gosford Council has resolved to send correspondence to the 
Minister for Roads and Ports and the Minister for the Central 
Coast requesting that the ownership of the RTA land at Green 

Point be transferred to Council ownership for inclusion in the COSS.

Aerial view of the land at Green Point

Green Point resident 
Ms Judith Gifford has 
been awarded an Order 
of Australia Medal in the 
general division for service 
to nursing mothers through 
the Australian Breastfeeding 
Association.

Dr Howard Bell of Gosford 
has been awarded an Order 
of Australia Medal, also, in 
the general division for his 
service to the community 

through social justice and 
legal organisations.

Gosford resident Mr 
Thomas Bagnat was 
awarded an Australian 
Public Service Medal for his 
“outstanding public service 
to the National Parks and 
Wildlife Service in New 
South Wales”.

For the full stories see 
pages 3 and 5.

Elyse Gunner and Kaitlin 
Watts, 17 Jun 2011

The Gosford Community has been 
represented in the Queen’s Birthday 
2011 Honours List, with three residents 

awarded the ultimate honour for their 
contribution to the public. 

“Gosford City Council, 
who commenced 
discussions with the 
National Parks and Wildlife 
Service and the landowners, 
are still progressing,” said 
Mr Holstein.

Mr Holstein reconfi rmed 
that, should the current 
negotiations be unresolved, 
the Government would 
honour the election 
commitment to bring in a 
mediator.

“Unfortunately, rumours 
are circulating and incorrect 
information is being put in to 
the public arena,” he said.

“The commitment is still 
in place and all I need is 

formal advice from Council 
that negotiations have been 
unsuccessful before further 
action can take place.

“I am fi nding that these 
rumours are very distracting 
to those people who have a 
genuine care and a passion 
for preserving this land for 
public ownership, but they 
must understand that the 
negotiations are a matter 
between the two parties and 
that they will be conducted 
with due process and in due 
course,” Mr Holstein said.

Media Release, 6 Jun 2011
Chris Holstein MP

Discussions still 
progressing

Member for Gosford Chris Holstein 
has advised that negotiations for 
the Bambara land in Kariong are still 

continuing.
Gosford Council’s Project 

offi cer of Metro Greenspace 
Mr Chris Lear said the 
increasing popularity of the 
annual Five Lands Walk 
event highlighted the need 
to establish a permanent 
coastal walkway that is 
accessible to the community 
and visitors all year round.

The permanent walking 
trail will connect the fi ve 
coastal communities 
of MacMasters Beach, 
Copacabana, Avoca, North 
Avoca and Terrigal.

It is expected to enhance 
the existing Open Space 
Network in the Gosford 
Local Government Area 
and create opportunities to 

promote tourism within the 
region.

After several successful 
community consultation 
meetings the comprehensive 
document provides a 
blueprint for an improved 
and integrated network of 
walking tracks linked to 
lookouts, viewing platforms, 
local communities and other 
key visitor sites.

It is designed to guide 
the development of the 
walkway over the next 10 
years.

Mr Lear said that walkers 
will experience a diverse 
range of landscapes and 
terrain along the 10.5km 
journey.

“It provides a picturesque 
walk through some of the 
region’s most valuable 
natural assets including 
the Captain Cook Lookout 
at Copacabana, Cochrone 
Lagoon, a new bush trail to 
Winney Bay, Avoca Lagoon 
and the Terrigal Skillion.

“Council will also 
investigate the use of 
downloadable mobile 
phone applications to 
provide walkers with up 
to date information about 
the trail and its attractions, 
ensuring the walk remains a 
low-tech experience while 
providing access to high-
tech information,” said Mr. 
Lear.

A copy of the draft 
Masterplan will be on 
public exhibition at 
Council’s Customer Service 
Centres at Gosford, Erina, 
Kincumber and Woy Woy, 
and on Council’s website.

Any submissions 
regarding the draft 
Masterplan are to be 
received by the general 
manager by 5pm on 
Monday, July 25.

Once endorsed by 
Council, the document 
will be used as a tool to 
source funding through 
various State and Federal 
Government Grants to 
undertake works identifi ed 
in the Masterplan.

Media Release, 9 Jun 2011
Gosford Council Media

Masterplan available 
for public viewing

Gosford Council has placed the Masterplan for the Five Lands 
Coastal Walkway on public exhibition which will remain available 
for viewing until July 10.

Lakewood Ave
Avoca Drive
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NSW Minister for Roads 
Duncan Gay said: “The 
new fi eld response unit will 
have two full-time traffi c 
commanders, new light and 
heavy vehicle tow trucks 
and other essential traffi c 
management equipment 
housed at a depot just north 
of the Hawkesbury River.”

“The depot has direct 
access to both the north and 
southbound carriageways 
on the F3 and the Old 
Pacifi c Highway and is also 
close to a major diversion 
point for detours. 

“The location of the 
depot is particularly helpful, 
as it will cover the critical 
stretch of road between 
Berowra and Mount White. 

“It’s also less than 4km 
from the emergency helipad 
at South Brooklyn which 
can be used by NSW Police 
Crash Investigation Unit 
during critical incidents, 
and is next door to an 
ambulance station which 
will provide the opportunity 
for emergency services to 
work more closely together 
when incidents occur,” said 
minister Gay.

The F3 freeway is a 
vital link on the state and 
national road network and 
a key freight corridor which 
carries more than 75,000 
vehicles each day.

The F3 is unique to other 
freeways as there are often 
large distances between 
exits which can make it 
diffi cult for motorists to 
exit the freeway when an 

incident occurs and the 
road is closed. 

Mr Gay said that to 
manage the traffi c needs 
of the freeway signifi cant 
resources were required.

“The addition of this 
new depot will assist with 
managing major incidents 
and help motorists get to 
their destination as quickly 
as possible,” said Mr Gay. 

“Heavy tow truck and 
traffi c commanders have 
already started work with 
positive results.

“Since starting work, staff 
have assisted in numerous 
incidents, including six 
in their fi rst two days of 
operation. 

“The light tow truck will 
start work within the next 
few weeks.

“This combined with the 
staff and heavy vehicle tow 
will provide an even faster, 
more effi cient service to 
motorists using the F3.” 

Minister for the Central 
Coast Mr Chris Hartcher 
as well as local members 
Mr Chris Spence, Mr Chris 
Holstein, Mr Darren Webber 
and Mr Garry Edwards 
welcomed the new unit. 

“This is an excellent 
additional resource for road 
users,” said Mr Hartcher. 

“Motorists who regularly 
use the F3 will benefi t by 
this new unit,” he said.

Media Release,
 25 Oct 2011

Lance Northey, offi ce of 
minster Duncan Gay 

New fi eld 
response unit 

for F3

Under the Program, 
$115,000 of Federal funding 
was spent on the reserve 
upgrade which included 
Caroline Cox Reserve 
Playground, Mooney 
Mooney Playground, Frost 
Reserve Floodlighting, Woy 
Woy Tennis Floodlighting 
and Yarunga Viewing 
Platform and Picnic Area.

“This is a welcome 

upgrade that will give the 
children in the local area 
playing pleasure for years to 
come and give their families 
the security of knowing they 
are in a safe and stimulating 
environment,” Mr Thomson 
said.

“We can be assured 
of that, thanks to the 
children themselves having 
a say in the design of 

their playground and the 
selection of the equipment.

“I congratulate Gosford 
City Council for organising 
a public consultation 
meeting, and travelling to 
Narara Public School to talk 
with the children and invite 
them to draw the facilities 
they would like,” said Mr 
Thomson.

Cr Maher said Council 
was offered $577,000 as 
part of the round three 
funding for projects within 
the area.

“We have received this 
funding for fi ve projects 
within the Gosford Local 
Government Area from an 
initiative which has helped 
local communities respond 
to the global fi nancial crisis 
and supported jobs for local 
tradespeople, contractors 
and small businesses.

Cr Maher said the 
Regional and Local 
Community Infrastructure 
Program projects were a 
good example of different 
levels of government 

working together to provide 
improved facilities for local 
communities.

“Gosford City Council 
would like to thank the 
Federal Government for 
its investment under the 
RLCIP and we look forward 
to continuing to work 
together for the benefi t of 
our residents.

“I would like to 
congratulate the Woy Woy 
Tennis Club, who, through 
fundraising, were able to 
contribute $10,000 to their 
fl oodlighting installation 
– a fantastic effort by all 
involved,” said Cr Maher.

The upgrade of Caroline 
Cox Reserve Playground 
also received $45,000 under 
the NSW Communities 
– Community Building 
Partnerships.

Mr Thomson said: “At 
the core of this program 
is a whole-of-government 
approach to regional 
development.”

“It’s about working with 
local governments to fi nd 
local solutions to local 
challenges.”

Media release, 
28 Oct 2011 

Gosford Council Media
Member for Gosford Mr Chris Holstein with 

minister for roads Mr Duncan Gay

A new fi eld response unit for critical 
incidents on the F3 Freeway will be 
established to help improve incident 

management and service delivery for 
motorists.

Reserve upgrades
 offi cially opened

Five projects funded by the Federal Government’s Regional and 
Local Community Infrastructure Program (RLCIP) round three 
were offi cially opened at Caroline Cox Reserve, Niagara Park, 

on Friday, October 28, by member for Dobell Mr Craig Thomson and 
Gosford mayor Cr Laurie Maher.

The new fl oodlights installed at Frost Reserve, Kincumber
Photo: Naomi Bridges

The opening of the fi ve projects funded in Round 3 by the Federal Government’s Regional
 and Local Communtiy Infrastructure Program
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The Cadillac Club  adjacent to the Gosford Council administration building
Photo: ValsPix

The development would 
also include additional offi ce 
space, commercial space 
including university space, 
car parking and associated 
ancillary facilities.

In 1997, Council set a 
levy to raise funds for the 
building of the Regional 
Library.

This is still being 
collected, and the purchase 
of the Cadillac Club was 
made for a Regional Library.

The last proposal for 
the library on that site was 
rejected in 2001 due to a 
lack of funds.

In 2005, Council 
requested a comparison of 
the Civic Precinct (Cadillac 
Club) and Kibble Park.

It was determined that 
the footprint for a 3000m2 
building in Kibble Park 
would be too big.

In December 2005, 
Council resolved that a 

survey be held to determine 
the public’s preference for 
the site.

The results showed that 
94.46 per cent of those who 
took part (3157) wanted the 
library to be built in Kibble 
Park.

While workshops and 
presentations had been 
held since that time, no 
further decision had been 
made regarding the future 
of the Regional Library.

During the Gosford 
Challenge, and now with 
the CCDRC, the matter had 
been present but not solved.

The CCDRC continued 
the Challenge’s desire to 
draw a university campus 
into the city centre.

In 2011, Council delayed 
a decision on urgent public 
amenity needs in Kibble 
Park until a decision had 
been made on the future of 
the Regional Library.

Gosford Council Agenda 
NM.5, 27 Mar 2012

Regional library
 to progress

Gosford Council has resolved to progress the development of 
a Regional Library in the Cadillac Club adjacent to Council’s 
administration building.

Avoca Beach, 
Copacabana, Davistown, 
East Gosford, Erina, Erina 
Heights, Forresters Beach, 
Fountaindale, Gosford, 
Green Point, Holgate, 
Kangy Angy, Kariong, 
Kincumber, Kincumber 
South, Koolewong, Lisarow, 
Macmasters Beach, 
Matcham, Mount Elliot, 
Narara, Niagara Park, North 
Avoca, North Gosford, 
Picketts Valley, Point Clare, 
Point Frederick, Saratoga, 
Springfi eld, Tascott, 
Terrigal, Wamberal, West 
Gosford, Wyoming and 
Yattalunga are among some 
the selected suburbs in the 
Gosford LGA.

“Under the three year 
rollout plan, construction 
of the fi bre network in 
these areas will begin 
progressively between 1 
April 2012 and 30 June 
2015,” said Member for 
Robertson Ms Deborah 
O’Neill.

“The NBN rollout is 
ramping up and is about to 
go into high gear and the 
Central Coast is poised to 
make the most of it,” Ms 
O’Neill added.

“In the next three 
years, 77,700 homes and 
businesses locally will be 
on the way to having access 
to fast, reliable broadband 
through the NBN’s fi bre 
network.

“The NBN will connect 
93 per cent of homes 
and businesses around 
Australia to high-speed 

fi bre broadband, capable of 
speeds of up to one gigabit 
per second.

“Seven per cent will have 
access to high-speed fi xed-
wireless or next-generation 
satellite technologies 
providing peak speeds of 12 
megabits per second.

“The NBN is about more 
than just faster broadband. 
This is about supporting 
businesses in Robertson 
and around Australia to 
connect to new markets 
and fi nd new, better ways of 
doing things to make their 
businesses more productive 
and more profi table,” Ms 
O’Neill said.

“It’s about families in 
Robertson getting online 
to access health and 
aged care services, it’s 
about people who need 
government services being 
able to access those online, 
and it’s about our kids 
getting access to world 
class education services, 
for example by being able 
to take a class at another 
school via the NBN.

“The NBN will drive 
a new wave of digital 
innovation, changing the 
way Australians live, do 
business, receive services 
and connect with the world. 

The NBN is just the 
platform; the really exciting 
part is the new possibilities 
it opens up.” 

Media release, 
30 Mar 2012

Richard Mehrtens, Offi ce 
of Deborah O’Neill MP

Suburbs 
named 

for NBN 
rollout

Around 77,700 homes and businesses 
in the Gosford Local Government Area 
(LGA) will have access to National 

Broadband Network (NBN) fi bre services under 
the NBN’s fi rst three year fi bre rollout plan.
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There are 41 candidates 
contesting the Gosford 
Council election.

These are made up of two 
groups of independents, 
Labor, Liberal, Central 
Coast First, Central 
Coast Greens and two 
independent candidates.

The city of Gosford 
covers an area of 1029 
square kilometres, 
stretching east to the 
Tasman Sea, south to the 
Hawkesbury River, west 
to the Judge Dowling 
Range, and north to meet 
the Cessnock and Wyong 
Shires on a border through 
Kulnura, Lisarow and 
Forresters Beach.

Gosford Council 
comprises 10 councillors 
who are elected for a four 
year term to direct and 
control the affairs of the 
Council, in accordance with 
the Local Government Act.

The councillors review 

the performance of the 
Council and its delivery 
of services, fi nancial and 
management plans and its 
annual budget.

The work of Councillors 
is voluntary and a small 
allowance is paid to 
compensate them for 
the cost of attending the 
many Council meetings 
and carrying out their civic 
duties.

Each September the 
Council also elects one of 
its members to the offi ce of 
mayor.

The mayor chairs all 
Council meetings and is 
chief spokesperson and 
civic leader. 

Candidates for the 
Gosford Council local 
government elections were 
asked to provide 250 words 
about what they have done 
and will do for Gosford.

See pages 5-9 for their 
responses.

Gosford future to be
decided at election

Gosford residents are required to vote 
for their preferred local government 
candidates on Saturday, September 8.

Avoca Beach Public School

Booker Bay Pre-School

Brisbane Water Secondary 

College-Umina Campus

Brisbane Water Secondary 

College-Woy Woy Campus

Calga - Mount White Bush 

Fire Brigade

Chertsey Public School

Copacabana Public School

Davistown Progress Hall

Empire Bay Public School

Erina Community Trust Hall

Erina Heights Public School

Erina High School Assembly 

Hall

Ettalong Public School

Glenvale Special School

Gosford East Public School

Gosford Green Point 

Community Centre

Gosford Public School

Henry Kendall High School

Holgate Public School

Kariong Public School

Kincumber Public School

Kincumber Youth Centre

Kulnura Public Hall

Lisarow Public School

Mangrove Mountain Public 

Hall

Mooney Mooney Public 

School

Narara Uniting Church

Niagara Park Community 

Centre

Patonga Progress Hall

Pearl Beach Community 

Centre

Peats Ridge Public School

Point Clare Public School

Point Clare Scout Hall

Saratoga Area Residents 

Association Community Hall

Somersby Public School

South Woy Woy Progress 

Association Hall

Spencer Public School

Sydney Town Hall

Terrigal Fifty Plus Leisure and 

Learning Centre

Terrigal Presbyterian Church 

Hall

Terrigal Primary School

The Bays Community Hall

Tuggerah Lakes Secondary 

College -Tumbi Umbi Campus

Umina Community Hall

Umina Public School

Umina Uniting Church

Wagstaffe Community Hall

Wamberal Memorial Hall

Wamberal Public School

Woy Woy South Public School

Wyoming Community Centre

Wyoming Girl Guides Hall

Wyoming Public School

Where to vote
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A Memorandum 
of Understand-
ing to bring a 

University of New-
castle presence to 
the Gosford CBD has 
been signed by the 
NSW Government’s 
Central Coast Re-
gional Development 
Corporation (CCRDC) 
and the University.

The Central Coast 
region’s proportion of 25 to 
34 year olds with a Bachelor 
degree is approximately 
15%, falling below the 
national average of 27%.

“The presence of the 
University of Newcastle in 
Gosford would be a positive 
move toward offering more 
tertiary education options 
for local residents,” said 
Minister for the Central 
Coast, Mr Chris Hartcher.

“Research commissioned 
by the Central Coast 
Regional Development 
Corporation indicated that 
extending higher education 
on the Central Coast 
could lead to a boost in 
participation in university 
study in the region.

“The need for a university 
presence in the Gosford 
CBD has also been clearly 
identifi ed by the community 
and is refl ected in research 
developed as part of 
the Gosford City Centre 
Masterplan. 

“This is an important 
step forward in the ongoing 
revitalisation of Gosford.

“A university presence 
can have a hugely positive 
impact on a community, 
bringing an economic and 
social boost to surrounding 
areas,” said Mr Hartcher.

University of Newcastle 
vice-chancellor Professor 
Caroline McMillen said 
building a highly skilled 

workforce through quality 
education was a priority for 
the University. 

“An important focus 
for the University is to 
provide more opportunities 
for people from all walks 
of life with ability and 
determination to enter 
and succeed in higher 
education,” Professor 
McMillen said. 

“Through the presence in 
Gosford, the University will 
offer enabling courses that 
prepare students to thrive at 
university. 

“The preparatory courses 
will be targeted to meet skills 
gaps in the region to ensure 
the University’s Gosford 
presence contributes to 
the economic and social 
development of the Central 
Coast.

“Contributing to the 
region’s growth and 
development, the University 

will also participate in a 
‘research and innovation 
hub’ where our academics 
and postgraduate 
researchers can connect 
with local business to 
share ideas and foster new 
knowledge.

“The University has a 
long and demonstrated 
commitment to providing 
fi rst-rate education to 
communities on the Central 
Coast through our campus 
at Ourimbah. 

“We are delighted to be 
building on this commitment 
through the establishment 
of a presence in Gosford,” 
said Professor McMillen.

Gosford Council 
mayor Cr Lawrie McKinna 
has also welcomed the 
announcement and said 
establishing a university 
presence in the city centre 
will go a long way to 
revitalising Gosford as the 

capital of the Central Coast.
“A university campus in 

the heart of Gosford will be 
a key driver for economic 
growth and vitality within 
the Gosford CBD and as 
such for the Central Coast 
as a whole.

“A university presence 
will bring people and 
dollars into the city, attract 
business and investment 
and go a long way in helping 
re-establish Gosford as 
our regional capital,” said 
mayor Cr McKinna.

The mayor said greater 
opportunities for higher 
education at a local level 
would also help to keep 
young people in our area 
and assist in preventing 
the ‘brain drain’ to the big 
cities.

“Evidence suggests 
that the Central Coast can 
not only support another 
university campus but 

would in fact benefi t from 
one.

“Increased avenues 
for participation in tertiary 
education will help to lift 
our local levels of higher 
education in line with those 
around the state.

“Creating greater 
opportunities for higher 
education and training will 
also help to broaden our 
local skill base and keep our 
kids on the Coast.

“This is a fantastic 
initiative between CCRDC 
and the University of 
Newcastle and I look 
forward to seeing this 
agreement activate our 
City’s heart,” said mayor Cr 
McKinna. 

The Federal Member 
for Robertson Ms Deborah 
O’Neill said the benefi ts 
for Gosford would be 
signifi cant.

“There will be more 

opportunities for Central 
Coast young people to study 
locally, while businesses will 
reap the rewards of more 
people wanting to live, eat 
and socialise in and around 
the Gosford CBD.

“It is exciting that the 
University of Newcastle has 
identifi ed the potential of 
Gosford to expand.

“I would especially like 
to thank Professor Caroline 
McMillen for working 
closely with many local 
stakeholders to achieve this 
agreement.

“The Ourimbah Campus 
is a great success story.

“It would be fantastic for 
Gosford to follow suit.”

Ms O’Neill said data 
released by the Gillard 
Government proved there 
was a growing appetite for 
tertiary education on the 
Central Coast.

“Between 2007 and 2011 
there has been a 24.5% 
increase in the number of 
students from the Robertson 
electorate enrolled in an 
undergraduate degree.

“Census data shows a 
whopping 50% jump in the 
number of Central Coast 
students enrolled in a higher 
education course of some 
kind,” added Ms O’Neill.

Gosford Council is 
currently working with 
CCRDC on location options 
for the university, one of 
which is the town centre 
redevelopment.

Media Release, 
18 Jan 2013

Peter McCabe, Offi ce of 
Deborah O’Neill MP

Media Release, 
17 Jan 2013

Gosford Council Media
Media Release, 

17 Jan 2013
Caroline Hutcherson, 

Offi ce of Chris Hartcher MP

University campus in Gosford
formally accepted

Offi cials at the announcement of the Memorandum of Understanding
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Gosford Council 
has agreed 
to postpone 

discussions on 
the future of the 
Springfi eld Quarry 
until a detailed 
report addressing 
community concerns 
can be provided.

A report will come back 
to Council outlining options 
for alternative sites for a 
resource recovery facility, 
options for the gradual 
rehabilitation of the site and 
the ownership of the land 
and adjacent parcels.

Council will explore a 
number of alternatives for 
the use of this site, now and 
into the future, balancing the 
fi nancial impact of resource 
recovery activities and 
ensuring the environmental 
concerns of residents are 
addressed.

The quarry was initially 
purchased by Council in 
1997 and operated as a 
sandstone quarry supplying 
materials for some of 
Council’s road works.

More recently, Council 
lodged a planning proposal 
for a Resource Recovery 
Facility on the site which 
caused wide spread 
community disquiet.

As a result of the 
deferment, the site will be 
inactive, with the exception 
of the removal of the current 
won materials and storage 
of material, until a fi nal 
decision is made.

The decision to postpone 

the discussion was not 
unanimous, with Crs Bob 
Ward, Hillary Morris and 
Vicki Scott opposing the 
amendment moved by Cr 
Chris Burke.

Cr Morris, who starred 
the Notice of Motion, said 

Springfi eld Quarry had been 
around since 1971 and 
Springfi eld “is obviously a 
very different place now”.

“The purchase of 
Springfi eld Quarry was 
negotiated specifi cally for 
inclusion in the Coastal 

Open Space Scheme 
(COSS) and the purchase 
price refl ected this.

“I would like to see the 
return of the quarry to 
COSS and the community 
and put an end to this,” said 
Cr Morris.

Cr Ward echoed Cr 
Morris’s views and said he 
didn’t understand why the 
quarry had to be located in 
a residential area.

“It was very isolated in 
1971, it is now very built 
up,” said Cr Ward.

Cr Gabby Bowles said 
she understood the issue 
was an emotional one for a 
lot of people.

“It’s fair enough that 
they’d like to move on with 
their lives and get back 
some of their tranquillity,’ 
said Cr Bowles.

“But there is work that 
will need to take place on 
this site to remediate it.

“That land as it is now is 
not in a position as it stands 
to be turned back over to 
our community.

“It’s quite overgrown,” 
said Cr Bowles.

The report on 
rehabilitation, alternative 
sites and ownership of 
adjacent land will come 
back to Council no later 
than September.

Kaitlin Watts, 11 Jun 2013
Email, 11 Jun 2013

Gosford Council Media
Gosford Council Agenda 

NM.2, 11 Jun 2013

Springfi eld Quarry 
discussions postponed

Terrigal resident Mr 
Clifford Smith received 
an Order of Australia 
Medal (OAM) for service 
to medicine, particularly 
in Papua New Guinea, 
while fellow Terrigal 

resident Mr Anthony 
Collins was awarded an 
OAM for signifi cant service 
to dentistry and to the 
community.

Ms Evelyn France of 
Kulnura was awarded an 

OAM for service to art 
and Ms Peggy Docksey 
was awarded an OAM for 
service to veterans and their 
families.

Mr Bob Fraser of Holgate 
was presented with an OAM 

for service to the community 
of the Central Coast and 
Narara resident Mr John 
Moriarty was awarded an 
OAM for service to cricket 
and the community of the 
Central Coast.

Gosford resident Mr 
Raymond Southern was 
awarded an OAM for service 
to the community of Gosford 

and Mr David Williamson, of 
Erina Heights, was awarded 
a Member of the Order of 
Australia (AM) for service to 
the communities of Terrigal 
and Erina.

Marine Rescue Central 
Coast unit commander Ms 
Patricia Fayers, of Wyoming, 
was one of 11 people to be 
awarded an Emergency 

Services Medal (ESM).

Email, 3 Jun 2013
Susan Fischer, Honours 

Secretariat

See pages 4 to 6 
for full details

Nine Gosford residents receive top award
Nine residents of the Gosford area were recognised on the 2013 

Queen’s Birthday Honours List released on Monday, June 10.
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On Wednesday, 
October 30, the party’s 
Administrative Committee 
voted in a ballot 35 to 1 to 
elected Ms O’Neill to fi ll the 
role until 2020.

“I am incredibly humbled 
to accept this responsibility 
to again represent the 
people of the Central Coast 
and NSW,” Ms O’Neill said.

Ms O’Neill highlighted 
education and regional jobs 
and services as her priorities 
in entering the Senate.

“We know that people 
in our regions don’t have 
access to the same 
opportunities that our 
city cousins do in health, 
education and jobs,” she 
said.

“We can’t afford to let our 
regions suffer and we need 
to make sure they have a 
strong voice in the federal 
parliament.

“I look forward to fi ghting 
to ensure that the people 
of the Central Coast, and 
across NSW, get the few 
promises made by Mr 
Abbott in the lead up to the 
election.”

While Ms O’Neill wants to 
get on with the job, the NSW 
parliament must fi rst ratify 
the decision.

Media release, 
30 Oct 2013

Richard Mehrtens, Offi ce 
of Deborah O’Neill

The funding will be 
delivered through the NSW 
government’s Resource 
Allocation Model (RAM), 
which allocates funds based 
on the characteristics of 
individual schools and their 
students.

Under the RAM, public 
schools across the state will 
benefi t from an additional 
$300 million distributed 
on the two new loadings 
for socio-economic and 
Aboriginal backgrounds.

The amount of funding 
received by each school will 
differ based on the school’s 
individual characteristics 
and at this stage, it is not 
clear what the exact amount 
payable to each school will 
be. 

$100 million of this 
funding has been made 
possible by the Gonski 
agreement.

Minister for the Central 
Coast and member for 
Terrigal Mr Chris Hartcher 
said the state government 
has consistently supported 
the Gonski Report’s key 
view that regardless of 
socio-economic factors, 
every child should have 
access to the best possible 
education.

“The RAM delivers on this 
by distributing funding to 
schools on a needs basis,” 
Mr Hartcher said.

“In 2014, 65 public 
schools on the Central 
Coast will receive an 
additional $6.3 million in 
funding, taking the total 
allocation for the Central 
Coast to over $11 million.

“This includes $960,000 
in additional funding for the 
15 schools in the Terrigal 
electorate, taking their 
total allocation to over $1 

million.”
Member for Gosford Mr 

Chris Holstein said the RAM 
gives local principals and 
school communities a much 
greater say in how their 
funding is spent from next 
year, giving students greater 
opportunity to succeed.

“I welcome the autonomy 
the RAM is giving principals 
and school staff, as well 
as the additional funding 
marked for schools in the 
Gosford electorate,” Mr 
Holstein said.

“A total of 21 public 
schools in the Gosford 
electorate will receive an 
additional $1.3 million, 
taking their total allocation 
to over $2.2 million.

“This includes a 
signifi cant benefi t to the 
seven schools on the 
Peninsula who in total will 
receive almost $1 million in 

additional funding.”
Minister for Education 

Mr Adrian Piccoli said the 
phased implementation of 
the RAM will give schools 
the immediate benefi t of 
local resource management 
and time to develop an 
increased level of local 
authority.

“Principals will receive 
practical operational 
support in managing their 
school’s resources, and 
the new system is simpler 
and less bureaucratic,” Mr 
Piccoli said.

“We are confi dent that 
the benefi ts of more local 
decision-making based 
on schools’ knowledge 
of their students’ needs 
will be quickly apparent in 
more effective support for 
students and in student 
performance.”

Media release, 
24 Oct 2013

Scott McGrath, Offi ce of 
Chris Hartcher MP

Additional 
$2.3 million 

in funding for 
schools

The NSW government has announced an additional $2.3 million in 
funding for schools in the Terrigal and Gosford electorates.

Deborah 
O’Neill to 
fi ll vacant 

Senate seat

Former member for Robertson Ms Deborah 
O’Neill has been elected as the Labor 
nominee to fi ll the Senate seat vacated 

by Bob Carr.
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The advice confi rms 
that Gosford Council failed 
to adequately ensure 
compliance with legislation 
and approvals.

It also reveals that an 
Environmental Impact 
Statement and Development 
Application is required for 
any continued dumping. 

The original approval was 
for 240,000 cubic metres 
over 10 years.

CEN chairman Mr John 
Asquith said four times that 
amount of dumping has 
occurred in spite of many 
pieces of legislation that 
should have protected the 
environment.

This included the 
Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act (1979), the 
Protection of Environment 
Operations Act (1997) and 
the Water Management Act 
(2000).

“Failure to ensure 
compliance with this 
legislation has not been 
explained by Council,” said 
Mr Asquith.

“It is clear that Gosford 
Council has failed in its duty 
to the residents of Mangrove 
Mountain. 

“Now, instead of 
providing an explanation 
and assurances on how 
council will not let that 

happen again, council are 
restructuring to reduce staff, 
running a survey on tree 
removal and supporting 
the downgrading of 
environmental protection in 
the Fair Go campaign.” 

The Fair Go for the 
Central Coast Campaign is 
calling for the elimination 
of some environmental 
regulation.

“However, experience 
has shown that the 
real problem is lack of 
compliance and lack of 
enforcement,” said Mr 
Asquith.

“The excessive dumping 
at Mangrove Mountain Golf 
Course is a good example. 

“Recent calls for a 
reduction in Green tape 
by Gosford and Wyong 
Councils are hard to take 
seriously when Wyong 
Council has eliminated 
their Environment Section 
and Gosford has done little 
to fi x Mangrove Mountain 
dumping.

“If you eliminate the 
Environment Section, don’t 
enforce rules and get rid 
of the highly skilled staff, 
how will the environment be 
protected?”

Media release, 7 Apr 2014
John Asquith, CEN

Legal advice fi nds 
Council failed to adequately 

ensure compliance
The Community Environment Network 

(CEN) has now received legal advice on 
the dumping of over one million cubic 

metres of rubbish at Mangrove Mountain over 
the past 16 years.

The dumping ground at Mangrove Mountain
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“We had around 350 
people join us for the 
March,” said event co-
organiser Mr Jack Lloyd.

“The fact that so many 
people turned up despite 
the cold and the rain 
just goes to show how 
concerned they are with this 
government’s policies.”

The Gosford rally was 
addressed by Fr Rod Bower, 
as well as a range of other 
speakers, who called for 
decency and compassion 
from the government.

“Cuts to the ABC, cuts to 
health and education, and 

attacking the poorest in our 
community is not on,” said 
Daniel Turner, who spoke at 
the rally.

“Now the government 
is looking at repealing the 
Renewable Energy Target, 
which just doesn’t make any 
sense,” he said.

Protestors were marching 
for a range of issues, but 
particular concern was 
paid to refugees and the 
government’s lack of action 
on climate change.

The Gosford March was 
one of many held around 
Australia over the weekend.

Organisers estimated 
around 40,000 people 
turned out nationally.

“Rain won’t keep people 
from expressing their 
concern,” said co-organiser 
Pat Norman.

“As long as Abbott 
continues to abuse the 
least privileged and smash 
our natural environment, 
the marches will keep 
happening,” he said.

Media release, 
31 Aug 2014

Pat Norman, March 
Central Coast

Residents protest 
government policies

Hundreds of Central Coast residents marched through Gosford on 
Saturday, August 30, in protest against the policies of the Abbott 
Government.
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Known as the Landing, 
the planned waterfront 
makeover, with Lend Lease, 
may not be fully realized for a 
few years yet, but developing 
the site is a key component 
of the Gosford Challenge 
concept.

The preferred proponent 
status gives Lend Lease and 
its infrastructure arm, Capella 
Capital, a period of exclusive 
negotiation with the Central 
Coast Redevelopment 
Corporation (CCRDC) until 
the end of March 2011.

The Landing is seen as 
a key state project for the 
NSW Government’s Land 
and Property Management 
Authority (LPMA). 

It is a collaborative 
project to transform Gosford 
City by connecting it to 
its magnifi cent but under-
utilised waterfront.

It is the largest and most 
important project currently 

being undertaken by the 
LPMA in this part of the state. 

Whilst the project is yet 
to be defi ned (this will be the 
role of the LPMA in concert 
with its partner/s) in terms of 
outcomes and deliverables, 
readers can judge the scale 
of the opportunity by (a) the 
site size; 97.5 ha of land and 
seabed, (b) the anticipated 
value; in excess of $1billion 
and (c) the anticipated build-
out timeframe; in the region 
of 20 years.

Member for Gosford, Ms 
Marie Andrews, said the 
signifi cant milestone reached 
puts Gosford one step closer 
to realising its status as the 
capital of the Central Coast. 

“The Landing is a 
key component in the 
revitalisation of Gosford, 
which is aimed at delivering 
growth and investment for 
the Central Coast and will 
ultimately translate into real 

jobs,” Ms Andrews said. 
Lend Lease’s managing 

director, development – 
Australia, Mr David Rolls said 
he was excited about the 
opportunity ahead.

“I’m looking forward 
to meeting with the local 
community and learning 
more about Gosford,” Mr 
Rolls said.

Expressions of interest 
were sought and the outcome 
was made public at a launch 
inside Iguana Joes waterfront 
restaurant held on Thursday, 
December 9.

A feature of the 
announcement was the 
inclusion of an outside 
broadcast by Sydney 2GB 
radio station “shock jocks” 
Alan Jones and Ray Hadley, 
as well as performances by 
Rod McCormack and Gina 
Jeffries.

Charged with developing 
the region is the newly 

expanded Central Coast 
Regional Development 
Corporation [CCRDC] based 
at Mount Penang and with 
its new board now in place, 
a single developer, Lend 
Lease, was chosen from fi ve 
submissions.

The CCRDC was recently 
expanded to take on the 
larger and more complex 
regional development 
projects.

It is expected to 

Gosford 
waterfront 

plans unveiled

Lend Lease has been selected as the preferred partner to work 
with Gosford City Council and the NSW State Government to re-
develop Gosford waterfront.

contribute substantially to the 
development of the region 
on behalf of the NSW State 
Government.

The new board members 
include chairman, Mr John 
Taylor, Mr Ken Jolly, Mr Steve 
Brahams, Mr Peter Wilson, 
and Mr Michael Whittaker.

Introducing the new 
board, NSW Minister for 
Lands, Mr Tony Kelly said 
of Mr Taylor, “he is a local 
person with more than 35 
years’ experience serving 
both in the private and public 
sectors”. 

Ken Jolly was the guiding 
light of Scholastic Australia, 
and a local of many years.

Both Wilson and Whittaker 
are the respective general 
managers of Gosford and 
Wyong councils.

General Manager of the 
CCRDC, Brett Smith, has 
a wealth of knowledge and 
experience with development 
strategies. 

His background includes 
sixteen years’ experience 
in the public sector ranging 
from Natural Resource 
Management to Commercial 
Development.

Brett Smith has been with 
the NSW Government Land 
and Property Management 
Authority (LPMA), Crown 
Lands Division in the 
positions of Program 
Manager, Regional Manager, 
Central Coast/Hunter and 
Director North.

For the past two years, 
Mr Smith has also been the 
joint project director of the 
Gosford Challenge.

The venture could be 
hampered by a change in 
NSW State Government in 
March 2011.

Running for the NSW seat 
of Gosford in March will be Cr 
Chris Holstein on the Liberal 
ticket. 

Also challenging for the 
seat is Katie Smith, a local 
solicitor based in Woy Woy, 
recently preselected for the 
Labor Party replacing Ms 
Andrews.

In the mix is Cr Peter 
Freewater of the Greens 
and as far as is known 
all candidates support 

developing the Gosford City 
waterfront.

State Liberal candidate, 
Cr Holstein stated that he 
will always been keen on 
the revitalisation of Gosford 
as long as it is in keeping 
with the Gosford Challenge 
concept.

Although, if the coalition 
gains power in March, part 
3a planning may be returned 
to local councils from the 
state government, according 
to an ABC TV interview with 
planning minister, Frank Kelly 
in December.

For the venture to be 
successful, bi-partisan 
support is vital.

If the community is to 
eventually see its own 
mini Darling Harbour on 
the Gosford Waterfront, 
assuming that’s what the 
community wants, then all 
need to work toward that 
goal. 

Meanwhile, knowing 
the importance of 
complementary development 
to the future of Gosford, a 
recently formed separate 
group of landholders is 
working to ensure that 
developers get some 
assistance by putting section 
94 contributions under the 
microscope and lobbying for 
a better deal with variations 
depending on where the 
development is to take place. 

The organisation, 
known as the Gosford 
[CBD] Property Owners 
Organisation, consists of 
a dozen or so property 
owners boasting ownership 
of approximately 70 per cent 
of the properties/land in and 
around the Gosford CBD. 

The aim is to reduce 
developer contributions 
within the CBD, where 
infrastructure already exists, 
from its current levy of 4 per 
cent.

Val Bridge, 9 Dec 2010
Interviewees: Helen 

Polkinghorne, Environment 
and Planning Gosford Council; 

Margaret Paterson, LPMA; 
Cr Chris Holstein; Colleen 

Worthy-Jennings, Environment 
and Planning, Gosford 

Council; Bob Bourne, Bourne 
Family and Hotels.
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“Planning mechanisms 
for developments in sea 
level rise affected areas will 
be identifi ed while building 
controls will be considered 
for both existing and 
proposed developments,” 
said Mr Gibbons.

“The exhibition period for 
the Estuary Management 
Plan closed Friday July 29, 
2011.

“Gosford Harbour is one 
of the most badly affected 

fl ood areas in the region 
and the proposed building 
restrictions may also impact 
on the multi-million dollar 
Gosford Harbour Landing 
Project.

“Another key 
consideration of the Sea 
Level Rise Study will be 
to obtain legal advice on 
liability related to the risk 
of inundation from sea level 
rise.

“Where Gosford Council 

is a partner for major 
building projects there may 
be increased liability for 
both Gosford Council and 
its residents and this risk 
must be identifi ed,” he said.

Mr Gibbons said many 
areas that are forecast to be 
affected by sea level rise are 
fl ood prone and fl oor levels 
for new homes must be 
built to 2.45 metres above 
current average sea level.

“Further increases in 

these fl oor levels will impose 
additional costs on families 
building homes.

“The 9000 families in 
Gosford City affected by 
Gosford Council and State 
Government sea level rise 
policies, will experience 
more pressure on their 
livelihood and wellbeing if 
these proposed building 
restrictions are accepted 
by Gosford Council and the 
NSW State Government,” 
he said.

Media Release,
 27 Jul 2011

Len Gibbons, Coastal 
Residents Incorporated

Council didn’t provide proper 
consultation, says Gibbons

Gosford waterfront
Photo: Naomi Bridges

Coastal Residents Incorporated president Mr Len Gibbons said 
Gosford Council has failed to provide proper comprehensive 
consultation for the new Sea Level Rise Study in Gosford 

Council’s Draft Estuary Management Plan.

Acting Minister for Health 
and Ageing Mr Mark Butler 
welcomed the signing and 
said it was a welcome 
boost to health care on the 
southern end of the Central 
Coast.

“This GP Super Clinic will 
deliver better access to co-
ordinated health services for 
locals,” minister Butler said.

“The Gillard Government 
wants to make it easier for 
all Australians to see and 
contact a doctor and GP 
Super Clinics around the 
country are making this 
happen.”

The Member for 
Robertson Ms Deborah 
O’Neill, who secured the 
funding commitment for the 
GP Super Clinic during the 
2010 election campaign, 
warmly welcomed the 
announcement.

“This is an important 
step to providing greater 
access to medical care for 
the people of the Central 
Coast,” said Ms O’Neill.

“Reliance will establish 
a new GP Super Clinic, 
building on its record of 
working with local hospitals, 
local GPs and community 
organisations.”

“Reliance is also planning 
to develop an outreach 
clinic on the Bouddi 
Peninsula, which currently 
has no medical services at 
all, subject to the availability 
of appropriate commercially 
zoned land. 

“South Central Coast 
GP Super Clinic will provide 
integrated, multidisciplinary, 
team-based, patient-
centred healthcare under 
one roof.

“It will take pressure off 

other GP services across 
the southern end of the 
Coast.

“Patients at the new GP 
Super Clinic will be able 
to access care from GPs, 
nurses, and allied health 
professionals.

“Importantly, the new 
Super Clinic will help take 
pressure off our local 
hospital.

“The South Central 
Coast Clinic will have a 
strong emphasis on chronic 
disease and preventive 
health care and plans to bring 
together general practice, 
physiotherapy, dietetics, 
podiatry, psychology, 
speech pathology, 
audiology, hearing, exercise 
physiology, diabetes, 
pathology, pharmacy and 
radiology,” said Ms O’Neill.

Mr Butler said that the 
GP Super Clinic would play 
an important role in training 
the next generation of local 
health professionals.

“The South Central 
Coast GP Super Clinic will 
have a focus on training 
and education for medical, 
nursing and allied health 
students, and act as a 
major site for GP registrar 
training,” said Mr Butler.

“Training the new 
healthcare workforce here 
on the Central Coast will 
help build up the numbers 
of GPs and other health 
professionals in the 
workforce so we can meet 
the needs of Central Coast 
residents,” said Ms O’Neill.

Media Release, 
27 Jul 2011

Matt Pulford, Offi ce of 
Deborah O’Neill MP

Agreement signed 
by Super Clinic

A $7 million agreement has been signed 
by Reliance GP Super Clinic Pty Ltd of 
Wyoming after the company was chosen 

to provide the Central Coast GP Super Clinic 
following a competitive tender process.

Reliance Medical Centre in Wyoming
Photo: Naomi Bridges

Both Councils currently 
work collaboratively on a 
number of projects and 
Gosford mayor Cr Laure 
Maher said Gosford is 
looking forward to continuing 
to improve the effi ciency of 
services into the future.

Cr Maher said both 
Councils will continue to look 
at ways that rate payer dollars 
can be most effectively used.

“We will carry on working 

together with Wyong Council 
to provide services that will 
benefi t the entire community 
and give residents value for 
their rates.

“Both Councils have 
worked tirelessly in the 
establishment of the Central 
Coast Water Corporation and 
with that project beginning to 
progress we can now focus 
our efforts on regionalising 
more services,” he said.

Cr Maher said Gosford 
and Wyong had successfully 
regionalised services in a 
number of areas.

“We currently work with 
Wyong in the areas of road 
safety, waste services and 
social planning among many 
others,” he said.

Gosford Councils acting 
general manager Mr Stephen 
Glen said streamlining 
services will allow the sharing 

of resources and expertise 
between both Councils.

“The regionalisation of 
services between Gosford 
and Wyong has allowed us 
to pool resources and share 
knowledge to help improve 
the effi ciency of services right 
across the Central Coast 
region.

“Working together allows 
us to effectively provide 
key services to ensure 
the best outcomes for the 
community,” said Mr Glen.

Media Release, 20 Jul 2011
Gosford Council Media

Gosford continues to work 
on partnership

Gosford Council has said it will continue to work in partnership 
with Wyong Council on a number of regional initiatives to help 
improve services for residents across the Central Coast.
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“This is an important 
national economic reform 
that will substantially benefi t 
the Central Coast,” said Ms 
O’Neill.

“When completed 
in 2016, this new rail 
infrastructure will improve 
the reliability of rail 
passenger services for 
thousands of commuters.

“It will also take more 
trucks off our major roads 
which is something I know 
Coasties will all welcome.

“Labor is, again, leading 
the way, providing $840 
million in funding for the 
Northern Sydney Freight 
Corridor and NSW chipping 
in $214 million.”

The agreement will see 
the construction of new 

passing loops at Gosford, 
the laying of a third track 
between Epping and 
Pennant Hills, and other 
works.

The announcement on 
Wednesday, December 
7, followed three years 
of detailed planning and 
preconstruction work.

“This is a great result for 
the Central Coast,” said Ms 
O’Neill.

 “And it’s fantastic to 
deliver on another Labor 
promise that will improve 
the infrastructure of our 
region.”

Media Release, 
7 Dec 2011 

Matt Pulford, Offi ce of 
Deborah O’Neill MP

Kincumber resident Mr 
Roger Miller said the path 
has proved exceptionally 
popular with local residents, 
both with the young and the 
not-so-young.

“Nowhere was this 
enthusiasm more evident 
than in the Living Choice 
Waterfront Estate at 
Kincumber, which is located 
right at the start of this 
pathway.

“The wonderful 

opportunity for many 
residents to dust off their 
cycles and get themselves 
pedalling again became 
obvious.

“The complex’s regular 
cyclists no longer had to 
plough through winter mud 
and slush along the old 
Broadwater track, as in the 
past.

“So, residents have 
accepted the challenge with 
much enthusiasm, and have 

now formed a Saturday 
morning cycle group called 
Fun In The Saddle (FITS),” 
he said.

Mr Miller said the initial 
aspirations were low key 
and cyclists could ride at 
their own pace to the cafe 
in Davistown for coffee, 
fun, laughter and good 
fellowship before returning 
home.

“Perhaps the greatest 
benefi t is the prospect 

of better health, with 
added benefi ts of fresh 
air, sunshine, wonderful 
company and that 
tantalizing coffee aroma.”

Currently, the group 
covers about seven 
kilometres in total, but will 
increase the distances as 
fi tness levels improve. 

The group were also 
recent recipients of eye-
catching cycling shirts 
provided by Living Choice.

Email, 13 Dec 2011 
Roger Miller, Kincumber

Cycle path lengthened
 to Davistown

The Living Choice Kincumber FITS cycle group, dressed in their new cycling shirts

As part of a project to circle the greater Brisbane Waters inlet 
with a path-cycleway system, Gosford Council recently added 
another stage when it completed a three kilometre concrete 

path-cycleway from Kincumber to Davistown.

New freight 
corridor 
funding

The Member for Robertson Ms Deborah 
O’Neill has welcomed the announcement 
of the Federal and State Government’s 

$1.1 billion agreement on the Northern Sydney 
Freight Corridor.

Gosford Council’s clean 
energy options and future 
strategy are currently being 
assessed and developed 
in the climate change 
mitigation strategy.

The development of the 
climate change mitigation 
strategy commenced in 
August last year following 
the adoption of Council’s 
climate change policy in 

May.
A recent report received 

by Council from the Climate 
Commission stated that 
“the risks have never been 
clearer and the case for 

action has never been more 
urgent.”

“Failing to take suffi cient 
action today entails 
potentially huge risks to our 
economy, society and way 
of life into the future.

“This is the critical 
decade for action.”

Gosford Council’s report 
of Tuesday, November 
6, said the proposed 
introduction of a carbon 

price by the federal 
government was a hotly 
debated political issue and 
would be a driving force 
for Australia’s clean energy 
future.

“The cost of electricity 
is increasing and there is a 
growing need for Council to 
investigate energy effi ciency 
and alternative energy 
sources.

“It is important that 

Councillors and senior 
Council management are 
informed of the current 
status of Gosford City 
Council’s climate change 
mitigation initiatives being 
undertaken by staff.”

Gosford Council Agenda 
MM.15, 6 Dec 2011

Council requests climate change report

Gosford Council has requested that a report be brought back to 
Council on the updated status of the climate change mitigation 
strategy, current climate change mitigation initiatives, including 

review of electricity and energy contracts in order to incorporate any 
viable clean energy options and grant funding opportunities.

Gosford train station duty offi cer and Member for Robertson 
Ms Deborah O’Neill with a freight train
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NBN Co has 
released a new 
fi bre map for 

the area of Gosford.

The new map details 
the rollout area in line with 
NBN Co’s commitment to 
release information on each 
new rollout module as it is 
announced.

Each new module covers 
up to 3000 homes and 
businesses.

NBN Co has also recently 
released a new online 
interactive map that allows 
members of the community 
to check the status of the 
rollout by typing in their 
location or postcode. 

With the new map 
now released, NBN Co’s 
construction partners can 
undertake detailed on-site 
design and survey works 
leading to the installation of 
fi bre in this coverage area in 
months to come.

On average, it will take 
12 months from the start of 
construction until residents 
and business owners will 
be able to order active high 
speed broadband services.

Email, 15 May 2012 
Melanie Wellington, N2N 

Communications 

Optic fi bre map 
for Gosford

Three of the four 
Director roles will be based 
in Sydney.

Once the selection 
of the Directors for the 
redesigned roles is in 
place, work will continue to 
determine what functions 
will be in Sydney or 
Gosford.

The changes within the 
Workers Compensation 
Insurance Division aim 
to improve services 
to customers, system 
providers and stakeholders 

and to improve the 
effectiveness and 
effi ciencies of the Workers 
Compensation System in 
NSW.

The head offi ce will 
remain in Gosford.

Local government 
election candidate Mr 
Ian Kilpatrick said the 
announcement was a 
“tragic blow” to the Central 
Coast.

“The Central Coast is 
again being disadvantaged.

“We already have one of 

the highest unemployment 
rates in Australia.

“Our youth 
unemployment is at over 
33 per cent.

“We need more jobs not 
less on the Central Coast.

“Those employees who 
will transfer back to the 
Sydney offi ce now will 
have to join the thousands 
of commuters either facing 
the F3 or being crammed 
onto the trains.

“It just does not make 
sense.

“Rents in Gosford are 
far cheaper than in Sydney.

“Why doesn’t the State 
Government relocate 
more people to Gosford 
to achieve the same 
effi ciencies of scale?

“I understand the 
Governments need to cut 
costs, but it is not fair that 
the Central Coast residents 
should bear the brunt of 
this,” said Mr Kilpatrick.

Labor spokesperson 
for The Entrance Mr 
David Mehan said the 
Public Service Association 
estimated that up to 100 
staff may be affected by 
the cuts.

“The O’Farrell 

government’s commitment 
to the Central Coast must 
be questioned following 
this announcement.

“Once management is 
moved back to Sydney it 
won’t be long before the 
whole of WorkCover’s head 
offi ce function is returned 
to Sydney.

“Should this happen it 
will be an strain on families 
who, just eight years ago, 
moved to the Coast from 
Sydney and it will effect 
business in the Gosford 
CBD,” said Mr Mehan.

Member for Gosford Mr 
Chris Holstein said: “In 
2002 , when WorkCover 
relocated its Head Offi ce 

from Kent St, Sydney, to 
the current site in Gosford, 
it was planned that 
approximately 500 people 
would be relocated.”

"Staffi ng numbers at the 
Gosford Head Offi ce will 
continue to remain above 
this level," he said.

Media Release, 
17 May 2012 

Ian Kilpatrick,
 East Gosford

Media Release, 
17 May 2012 

Steve Norris, WorkCover
Media Release, 

18 May 2012
Chris Holstein, 

Gosford MP

Some WorkCover positions to leave Gosford
WorkCover announced to its staff on Wednesday, May 16, 

that changes to responsibilities and accountabilities for the 
Director roles in its Workers Compensation Insurance Division 

would occur.
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The proposal, which 
would have a total area of 
3,965 square metres, would 
see the demolition of the 
existing two storey fl ats on 
the site and the construction 
of a 12 storey building above 

four levels of underground 
parking.

The building would 
consist of 88 residential units 
comprising 11 one-bedroom 
units and 77 two-bedroom 
units, business and offi ce 

suites totalling an area of 
1,467.8 square metres and 
car parking for 145 cars, 107 
of which would be allocated 
to residents, 18 to visitors 
and 20 for commercial use.

The initial application for 

a residential fl at building 
which was granted consent 
on May 2005, consisted of 
105 residential units in eight 
storeys with two levels of car 
parking.

A further application was 
then lodged on December 
21, 2007.

This was assessed against 
the Gosford City Centre Plan 
2005, but had consideration 
to the provisions of Gosford 

City Centre Plan 2007.
On August 15, 2008, 

consent was granted to 
demolish the existing 
residential fl at building and 
erect a new building that 
would contain a supermarket, 
medical centre, commercial 
fl oor space, 101 residential 
units and 328 car parking 
spaces in an 11 storey 
building above fi ve levels of 
basement car parking.

The present proposal was 
brought back to Council as a 
S96 application with further 
amendments that resulted 
in a reduction in the extent 
of excavation, commercial 
fl oor space and the number 
of residential units and car 
parking spaces.

Planning report S96,
 21 Feb 2012

Gosford Council

Twin towers on 
Henry Parry Drive

Planning is well underway for the commencement of major multi-
million dollar residential and commercial buildings on the corner 
of 150 Henry Parry Dr and 7 Watt St which were approved on May 

21 this year, following amendments to the proposal initially submitted 
in 2005.

An artist’s impression of the 12 storey building
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The event commenced 
with the popular annual 
march down Mann St and 
culminated in an offi cial 
ceremony with entertainment 
and a barbecue in Kibble 
Park.

Status of Women 
Committee chairperson and 
Australian Local Government 
Women’s Association NSW 

Branch secretary Cr Vicki 
Scott said that the day 
honoured the achievements 
of women right around the 
world.

“International Women’s 
Day is a celebration of the 
powerful role of women 
in political, cultural and 
economic fi elds.

“This year’s theme, 

Voiceless Women, also 
provided an opportunity to 
highlight some of the issues 
women still face in our 
community,” Cr Scott said. 

Member for Robertson Ms 
Deborah O’Neill said she was 
“very proud” to march with 
local women to continue to 
advance the cause of gender 
equality in the community.

She said that the Labor 
Government had made great 
strides in bringing equality 
for women participating 
in workplaces around the 
country.

“We have funded a pay 
increase for 120,000 female 
community workers, we have 
introduced the Workplace 
Gender Equality Act, and we 
have made record investment 
for skills and education for 
women in non-traditional 
employment.

“The Labor Party has a 
long legacy of delivering 
policy to help advance the 
status of women, and I am 
proud to be an Australian 
today as we look to our 
female Prime Minister, and 
our female Governor-General 
as markers of how far we 
have come,” said Ms O’Neill.

However, Ms O’Neill said 
there was more work to be 
done.

“We must ensure that 
we continue to work hard 

to deliver a better deal 
for women, including 
nurturing female talent in 
traditionally male dominated 
industries, and bringing fairer 
representation to government 
and private sector boards.”

Media Release,
 7 Mar 2013

Richard Mehrtens, Offi ce of 
Deborah O’Neill MP

Media Release, 
25 Feb 2013

Gosford Council Media

International Women’s 
Day march held

Gosford Council’s Status of Women Committee held its annual 
International Women’s Day celebrations on Friday, March 8.

Status of Women Committee chairperson and Australian Local Government Women’s Association NSW Branch secretary Cr Vicki Scott leading the march
Photo: ValsPix
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The councils’ submission 
does not support approval 
for the proposal, based on 
the impacts to groundwater, 
surface water, fl ooding, 
subsidence and potential 
environmental and planning 
issues related to the project.

The Development 
Application and EIS for the 
Wallarah 2 Coal Project was 
exhibited from Friday, April 
26, until Friday, June 21.

Member for Dobell 
Mr Craig Thomson has 
welcomed Gosford 
Council’s stand against the 
approval of the mine.

“It is good to see that 
Gosford Council will not 
support approval of this 
coal mine, which threatens 
the Central Coast’s water 
supply and public health,” 
Mr Thomson said.

“It is important that our 
councils stand up against 
a proposal which seriously 
threatens the Central 
Coast’s way of life,” Mr 
Thomson said.

Mr Thomson has a 
private members bill in 
Federal Parliament aimed at 
prohibiting exports of coal 
from the water catchment 
area of the Central Coast, 
effectively stopping the 

Wallarah Two or any other 
coal mine in the area.

Formerly a Labor MP, Mr 
Thomson is now running as 
an Independent candidate 
for Dobell in this year’s 
federal election.

Mr Thomson said he has 
been fi ghting the coal mine 
for several years.

The mine was an issue 
at the 2007 and 2010 
elections. 

“Now the mining 
company, Kores, is out 
in the community telling 
people its mine is virtually 
a rubber stamp away from 
proceeding.

“I have called on both 
the prime minister and 
opposition leader to support 
my private member’s bill 
which will prevent coal 
export from our water 
catchment, effectively 
stopping the mine.” 

Mr Thomson said the 
people of the Central Coast 
will be able to express their 
opposition to the mine at 
the election.

Gosford Council Agenda 
WAT.22, 16 Jul 2013

Media release, 17 Jul 2013
David Gardiner, Offi ce of 

Craig Thomson MP

Following the recent 
inclusion of one of the seven 
land parcels to the Brisbane 
Water National Park, council 
will request that the OEH 
again approach land owners 
to reopen discussions in an 
effort to ensure all lots can 
be secured for inclusion into 
the national park.

Cr Gabby Bowles, who 
starred the Notice of Motion 
at council’s meeting of 
Tuesday, July 16, said the 
issue had been ongoing for 
a very long time.

“We’ve actually started 
to hit some home runs and 
we’ve got some runs on the 
board now,” said Cr Bowles.

Cr Hillary Morris said she 
wanted to make it known 
that council was committed 
to the purchase of the lots.

“The purchase of the lots 
on Bambara Rd has been a 
very long drawn out process 
but I think that it is important 
to keep negotiations going,” 
said Cr Morris. 

From the early 1980s, 
the properties located at 
Bambara Rd have been 
recognised for their potential 
to be included as part of 
Brisbane Water National 
Park, which surrounds the 
blocks on all sides.

The properties contain 
a number of threatened 
species, threatened species 
habitat and signifi cant 
recognised areas of 
Aboriginal Heritage.

Council has supported 
the aim of acquiring the 
blocks for inclusion in 
Brisbane Water National 

Park since 1998.
In 2007 and 2008 the 

COSS Matrix was used to 
identify public and private 
land for possible inclusion 
in the Western extension of 
COSS.

On July 1, 2008, Council 
decided to include the 
seven parcels of land 
along Bambara Rd as part 
of Western COSS and, in 
accordance with Council’s 
resolution, the properties 
identifi ed for voluntary 
acquisition were encoded 
with a 149-certifi cate 
message.

Since that time council, 
in partnership with the OEH, 
have worked to negotiate 
the voluntary acquisition of 
the seven lots at Bambara 
Rd.

Last June, lot 2501 with 
an area of 18.5 hectares was 
successfully purchased and 
has in recent weeks been 
transferred to become part 
of Brisbane Water National 
Park.

“While the negotiations 
for the remaining lots at 
Bambara Rad have to 
date been unsuccessful, 
and though council 
acknowledges the primary 
role of the OEH in the 
negotiating process, I feel 
it is important for Council to 
show its continued support 
for voluntary acquisition 
of the remaining six lots at 
Bambara Rd, Kariong,” said 
Cr Bowles.

Kaitlin Watts, 16 Jul 2013
Gosford Council Agenda 

NM.6, 16 Jul 2013

Council will 
not support 
coal mine 
approval

A submission has been made on behalf of 
Gosford and Wyong councils in response 
to the exhibition of the Environmental 

Impact Statement (EIS) for the Wallarah 2 Coal 
Project. 

Action to acquire Bambara Rd 
lots to continue

Gosford Council has agreed to write to the Offi ce of Environment 
and Heritage (OEH) in relation to continuing negotiations for the 
purchase of land at Bambara Rd, Kariong.

Grandmother Tree in land around Bambara Rd, Kariong
(Inset) The lots at Bambara Rd surrounded by National Park 
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The road was opened 
by Minister for Roads and 
Ports Mr Duncan Gay and 
Member for Terrigal Mr 
Chris Hartcher.

“The NSW Government 
provided $95 million for the 
second stage of the upgrade 
to reduce congestion and 
travel times for motorists 
travelling between Gosford, 
The Entrance, beach 
suburbs and the hinterland,” 
Minister Gay said.

“The major work along 
the 2.2 kilometre section of 
road has been completed 
with the upgrade open to 
traffi c in each direction. 

“Minor fi nishing work, 
including landscaping, 
footpath and service road 
work is expected to be 
completed by the end of 
February next year,” Minister 
Gay said.

Mr Hartcher said the 

upgrade involved widening 
the road to provide two 
lanes in each direction 
separated by a median and 
a range of traffi c and safety 
improvements including 
pedestrian and cycle paths.

“Work has included 
retaining and improving 
the roundabout at Ocean 
View Dr and building a new 
roundabout at Old Gosford 
Rd and Okanagan Close 
to provide access to the 
highway, improve traffi c 
fl ow and enable U turns,” 
Mr Hartcher said.

“A right turn in and left 
turn in and out was built at 
Brush Rd and new traffi c 
lights were installed at 
Willoughby Rd to allow all 
turn movements.

“To improve safety for 
motorists, restrictions were 
made to Brooks Hill Lane, 
High Valley Close and 

Ghersi Avenue to provide 
left in and left out turns only.

“A shared pedestrian 
and off-road cycle path 
is nearing completion 
alongside the southbound 
lanes of the highway with a 
dedicated footpath located 
alongside the northbound 
lanes.

“Dedicated bus bays 
have also been provided 
for safer access by 
passengers,” he said.

The NSW Government 
provided $80 million for 
stage one of the project 
which involved upgrading 
the highway from Carlton 
Rd to Matcham Rd.

This section was opened 
to traffi c in November last 
year.

Media release, 
11 Dec 2013

Marie Scoutas, Offi ce of 
Chris Hartcher MP

$95 million Central 
Coast Highway second 

stage open

The Central Coast Highway from Matcham Rd to Ocean View Dr 
was offi cially opened to traffi c on Wednesday, December 11, 
following the completion of major work to improve traffi c fl ow 

and safety for all road users.

Member for Terrigal Mr Chris Hartcher and Minister for Roads and Ports Mr Duncan Gay

Council has adopted 
Gosford Development 
Control Plan 2013 to include 
the Gosford Waterfront 
Development Control Plan, 
with further reports to 
come back to council on 
Water Cycle Management, 
outcomes of the Brown-
Smart Consulting Car 
Parking Study and the 
Coastal Open Space 
System bonus provisions.

A report will be brought 
back to council to review the 
new Development Control 
Plan controls in mid-2014 
after they have been in 
place for six months.

This report is to include 
a review of applications that 
have been lodged to ensure 
the Development Control 
Plan is achieving the intent 
of council and the new Local 
Environment Plan.

The Development Control 
Plan was amended in order 
to ensure consistency 
with amendments to the 
SI Local Environment 
Plan (Template) made by 
Department of Planning and 
Infrastructure in February 
2011; amendments to the 
Draft Local Environment 
Plan 2013 proposed to be 
made by Department of 

Planning and Infrastructure 
to date; amendment to 
other State Legislation; 
amendments made to the 
Local Environment Plan as a 
result of Council resolutions 
in particular Council’s 
resolution of May 31, 2011, 
where these resolutions 
impact on controls in the 
Development Control Plan; 
incorporate Development 
Control Plans adopted 
by Council in relation to 
recently made LEPs; and the 
Waterfront State Signifi cant 
Site. 

Gosford Council Agenda 
ENV.75, 3 Dec 2013

Main development and 
environment plans 
to come into effect

The Gosford Local Environment Plan is anticipated to be gazetted 
by the end of this year and, at that time, the Gosford Development 
Control Plan will come into effect.

NSW Premier Mr Barry 
O’Farrell said Mr Gallacher 
was a good fi t for the role 
because he lives locally 
and has a fi rst-hand 
understanding of the issues 
faced by residents.

“Michael lives on the 
Central Coast, which gives 
him the advantage of being 
in regular contact with 
residents and businesses 
on issues important to 
them,” he said.

“Michael has a thorough 
understanding of the issues 
faced by residents and 
businesses on the Central 

Coast and he will be a 
strong advocate for the 
region in Cabinet.

“He will ensure the NSW 
Government boosts the 
region’s economy, creates 
communities that residents 
are proud to call home, and 
supports these communities 
with well-coordinated 
services and infrastructure.

“I look forward to working 
closely with Michael and 
being guided by his advice 
on issues relating to the 
region he knows and loves.”

Mr Gallacher said he 
was proud to have been 

chosen as the Minister for 
the Central Coast.

“The Central Coast has 
been my home for more 
than 30 years and I look 
forward to playing a greater 
role in delivering better 
services and infrastructure 
that will continue to enrich 
and improve this area,” he 
said.

Minister George Souris 
has taken on Mr Gallacher’s 
former role of Minister for 
the Hunter.

Media release, 9 Dec 2013
Olivia Suzanski, Offi ce of 

NSW Premier Barry O’Farrell

Michael Gallacher is New 
Minister for Central Coast

Minister for Police and Emergency Services Mr Michael Gallacher 
has been appointed as Minister for the Central Coast following 
Mr Chris Hartcher’s recent resignation.
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Mr Hartcher was 
questioned in relation to a 
man named John Caputo 
whom he said he knew 
through the Liberal Party.

Mr Hartcher claimed 
not to recall a phone call 
to Hartcher Reid Solicitors 
which ICAC Counsel 
Assisting Geoffrey Watson 
SC suggested led to having 
three cheques from Caputo 
deposited into their trust 
account.

“In this respect I have 
defi nitely tried to stretch my 
memory because it’s been 
an embarrassment for me 
involving my own family fi rm, 
or my former family fi rm,” 
said Mr Hartcher.

“But I do not recall it.”
He failed to recall receiving 

cheques from Mr Caputo 
worth around $5,000-$6,000 
following a fundraiser at 
the Sheraton, as outlined 
in earlier evidence given by 
Caputo.

“I’m not denying it,” said 
Hartcher.

“I just don’t recall it.
“It was not, it was not 

my usual practice to receive 
cheques.”

He also failed to recall 
whether he received 
cheques at his electorate 
offi ce from Mr Caputo, as 
stated by Caputo in his 
earlier testimony.

He said he couldn’t 
recall seeing the cheques 
at all when asked if he gave 
Member for The Entrance Mr 
Chris Spence the cheques, 
despite some of them 
turning up in the account of 
The Entrance SEC.

Hartcher denied receiving 
$4,000 from Ray Carter, 
despite Mr Carter previously 
giving sworn testimony 
that he gave $4,000 to Mr 
Hartcher on his instruction.

Mr Hartcher also denied 
telling Mr Carter to give false 
evidence at ICAC, again 
despite Mr Carter giving 
sworn testimony to the 
contrary.

Mr Hartcher rejected the 
claim by Mr Watson that he 
pocketed that $4,000.

“I reject it absolutely,” 
said Mr Hartcher.

Mr Hartcher and Mr 
Watson then proceeded to 
yell at each other before the 
commissioner told everyone 
to “just back off right now”.

Mr Hartcher also denied 
laundering the $4,000 
through his nephew, 
Sebastian Reid’s, trust 
account.

He also denied using 
Mickey Tech, a company 
associated with former 
employee Ray Carter’s 
partner Mr Eak, as a means 
of washing donations from 

prohibited donors, as well as 
being instrumental in setting 
up Eightbyfi ve and using the 
Free Enterprise Foundation 
to wash funds.

Mr Hartcher could not 
explain why $2,000 was 
deposited into his account 
on January 24, 2011, by 
EightbyFive and said he saw 
no reason why he would 
receive any money from 
Eightbyfi ve or Tim Koelma 
personally.

He also denied being 
instrumental in the creation 
of Eightbyfi ve.

“I had no, no involvement 
in the actual creation of 
Eightbyfi ve,” said Hartcher.

Mr Watson accused 
Hartcher of “bunging this 
on…you’re conveniently 
hiding behind ‘I don’t recall’ 
when it suits you”.

Hartcher denied being 
involved in organising 
payments for company 
Gazcorp from its inception.

He also denied the 
suggestion by Mr Watson 
that he was at the heart of 
a corrupt scheme to extract 
donations from a prohibited 
donor and wash them 
through EightbyFive after 
he agreed to chasing up 
invoices on behalf of Mr Tim 
Koelma.

He rejected Mr Watson’s 
suggestion that he was 

“chasing up the money, 
the money which was 
going to fi lter through to 
fi nance, in this instance 
Darren Webber’s ability to 
campaign”.

He denied claims that the 
purpose behind Eightbyfi ve 
was to fund Tim Koelma to 
come back to work for him 
on a full time basis, so he 
could fund Chris Spence 
and Darren Webber in their 
respective seats so they’d 
be free to campaign and to 
avoid the property developer 
prohibition.

He also denied receiving 

any professional benefi ts 
as a result of Eightbyfi ve 
receiving consulting fees 
from time to time on a 
monthly basis from Australia 
Water Holdings between late 
March 2009 and just after 
the 2011 State Election.

Hartcher agreed that 
when he looked over 
the agreement between 
EightbyFive and Australian 
Water Holdings for Tim 
Koelma and suggested a 
strict confi dentiality clause, 
he knew it would protect 
information, such as what 
Eightbyfi ve was actually 

going to be doing for 
Australian Water Holdings.

But he denied wanting 
to ensure that there was a 
degree of secrecy about what 
Koelma was actually doing 
on behalf of Australian Water 
Holdings and that that was 
his motivation for suggesting 
the confi dentiality clause.

Proceedings for 
Operation Spicer will resume 
in August.

Mr Hartcher has not been 
excused from the summons.

Transcripts, 19/20
May 2014, ICAC

Hartcher faces two 
day ICAC grilling

Member for Terrigal Mr Chris Hartcher appeared before the 
Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC) over 
two days, May 19 and 20, as part of Operation Spicer, an 

investigation into allegations that members of parliament and others 
corruptly solicited, received and concealed payments in return for 
having their interests favoured.
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Wamberal Lagoon, 
Avoca Lagoon, Patonga 
Creek, Pearl Beach rock 
pool, Ettalong Channel, 
Pretty Beach baths, Woy 
Woy baths, Davistown baths 
and Yattalunga baths were 
all given a poor rating while 
Terrigal Lagoon was given a 
very poor rating.

Nine swimming locations, 
including MacMasters 
Beach, Avoca, North Avoca, 
Wamberal and Forresters 
Beach were labelled as 
good.

No swimming locations 
in the Gosford LGA were 
labelled as very good, 
compared with 16 of Wyong 
Shire’s swimming locations 
that received the top rating.

According to the report, 
while water quality was 
generally suitable for 
swimming in dry weather 
conditions at Terrigal and 
Ocean Beaches, elevated 
enterococci levels may be 
recorded following light 
rainfall.

“Terrigal beach is often 
impacted by discharge from 
Terrigal Lagoon.

“It is recommended that 
swimming be avoided during 
and up to one day after 
rainfall or if there are signs 
of stormwater pollution, 
such as discoloured water 
or odour or fl oating debris,” 
states the report.

The report highlighted 42 
swimming locations in NSW 
that failed to live up to the 
community’s expectations 
for water safety including 
four ocean beaches, 22 

estuarine beaches and 16 
lake/lagoon swimming sites.

Gosford Council’s 
Director of Governance 
and Planning Ms Danielle 
Dickson said local 
beachgoers could be 
confi dent that Gosford City 
had some of the cleanest 
ocean beaches in NSW.

“The report graded nine 
of the 11 ocean beaches 
monitored in the Gosford 
region as good,” said Ms 
Dickson.

“Unfortunately, not all of 
our beaches escaped the 
impacts of rainfall during the 
year with Terrigal and Ocean 
beaches rated as poor.

“Overall, the water 
quality at most locations 
improved in 2013/2014 as 
a result of drier conditions, 
and it is expected that it 
will continue to improve as 
rainfall conditions return to 
average.

“Forty one percent of 
Gosford’s 22 monitored 
sites were graded as good 
or very good in 2013/2014, 
up from 32% in 2012/2013.

“However, the report also 
identifi ed the continued 
water quality issues at 
11 of the region’s lagoon, 
estuarine and ocean baths 
swimming sites.

“Sites like Terrigal 
Lagoon, Patonga Creek, 
Ettalong Channel and 
Cockrone Lagoon rated 
poorly, mainly due to 
stormwater and wastewater 
impacts following wet 
conditions and fl ooding 
events.

“Swimming sites graded 
as poor or very poor 
have permanent advisory 
signs recommending 
that swimming should be 
avoided for up to three days 
after rain in estuarine or 
lagoon environments and 
up to one day after rain at 
beaches.

“Beachwatch also issues 
daily pollution forecasts to 
enable swimmers to make 
informed decisions about 
where and when to swim.

“Council continues to 
invest millions of dollars 
each year in protecting local 
water quality by improving 
the performance, reliability 
and capacity of its sewerage 
and stormwater networks in 

the vicinity of many of these 
sites.

“Just this year, two new 
stormwater harvesting 
and reuse schemes worth 
around $7 million started 
operating in Terrigal and 
East Gosford.

“We’re also currently 
seeking the community’s 
feedback on our latest 
efforts to protect the health 
of Wamberal, Terrigal, Avoca 
and Cockrone lagoons.

“The draft Coastal Zone 
Management Plan for 
Gosford’s Coastal Lagoons 
will provide guidance for 
future actions that will 
help to achieve long-
term improvements to 
each lagoon’s health,” Ms 

Dickson said.
NSW Shadow Minister 

for Water Peter Primrose 
said people shouldn’t have 
to put up with declining 
water quality and polluted 
waterways because of the 
Government’s cuts to water 
maintenance – especially as 
we approach summer. 

“It’s unacceptable that 
many of our best-loved 
swimming spots have been 
given the thumbs down by 
Beachwatch in their latest 
State of the Beaches report. 

“This has an impact on 
our everyday lives.

“Our beaches are dirtier 
than they once were.

“You get more wastewater 
overfl ows into our rivers and 

into the ocean.
“People are more likely to 

get sick
“Our tourism sector also 

suffers because we have 
less ability to market our 
beautiful beaches to the 
world.

“You can’t just blame the 
rain every time a beach has 
to be shut or someone gets 
sick. 

“That’s an excuse, not a 
solution,” said Mr Primrose.

Media statement, 
13 Oct 2014

Danielle Dickson, 
Gosford Council 

Media release, 7 Oct 2014
Chris Taylor, offi ce of 

Peter Primrose 
State of the Beaches 

2013-14 report, Oct 2014

Majority of swimming locations fail

Thirteen of the 22 swimming locations 
in the Gosford LGA have been given 
the thumbs down on water quality and 

swimming safety in the State of the Beaches 
2013-14 report, including popular tourist 
beaches, Terrigal and Ocean Beach.

Terrigal Lagoon and beach

Issue 007May 9, 2011

Gosford CentralGosford Central
 Community    News Community    News

Your independent local newspaper     -     Ph: 4325 7369

The Transport 
Construction Authority 
bought the Booths Motor 
Group site on 253 Mann 
St, Gosford, from Mr Kevin 
Booth for $2.2 million after 
being in negotiation for two 
months.

The site was on the 
market for two years and 
was previously offered 
to Gosford Council, who 
rejected the offer and went 
on to buy the Gosford Town 

Centre for $ 11 million.
The site has now been 

closed off and commuters 
and shop owners who were 
previously parking at the 
site are no longer able to do 
so.

St Vincent de Paul retail 
supervisor Mr Clyve Moane 
said his employees were 
previously parking at the 
site and said he is now in 
discussion with the owners 
about alternate parking 

solutions.
“When the new owners 

put their signs up, that’s 
when we found out,” he 
said.

“We’re parking on the 
roof above us which is for 
customers mainly to park, 
but there’s only a couple of 
us who can park up there, 
the rest of us have to park 
at the Leagues Club or 
the Town Centre,” said Mr 
Moane.

New Gosford Commuter 
car park underway

The NSW Government Transport Construction Authority has 
announced that a new commuter car park will be established in 
Gosford with the planning and design phase already in progress.

The Transport 
Construction Authority 
has begun work on the 
Gosford Commuter Car 
Park project after recently 
completing the Woy Woy 
Commuter Car Park which 
provided an additional 300 
parking spaces, including 
17 accessible spaces. 

Unlike the Woy Woy 
project, the Gosford 
Commuter Car Park will 
include a boutique car 
dealership on the ground 
fl oor level.

Kaitlin Watts, 6 May 2011

The fully marked mobile 
police commands were 
purchased at a cost of 
$130,000 each as part of 
a $3.3 million investment 
by the NSW Government 
to provide police with the 
latest technology for law 
enforcement.

The Brisbane Water 
Mobile Police Command 
is one of fi ve new vehicles 

across NSW which were 
unveiled by the new 
Police Minister Mr Mike 
Gallacher and NSW Police 
Commissioner Andrew 
Scipione at Gosford Police 
Station on Friday, April 15.

Superintendent Geoff 
McKechnie from Brisbane 
Water Local Area Command 
said the mobile police 
command is a welcome 

addition to the area, 
boosting local resources 
and increasing police 
mobility.

“They are equipped 
with the latest equipment 
including data terminals 
with access to the police 
database, a TV monitor, 
interview room and digital 
message board.

“The Mercedes Sprinter 

Gosford police receive
state of the art technology

Brisbane Water Local Area Command has received a state of the 
art mobile police command unit to aid in the fi ght against crime.

Mr Humphries, no 
stranger to the workings of 
the Gosford Chamber, was 
for a decade its CEO, but 
resigned the post in March 
2007, to eventually join the 
then local ALP member for 
The Entrance, Mr Grant 
McBride.

“I went and worked for 
Grant McBride the member 
for the Entrance, I’d done the 
job for ten years or so and it 
was time for a change,” said 
Mr Humphries.

“You know what life’s 
like, you need to move on 
and do other things.”

Mr Humphries said he is 
pleased with the work the 
Chamber did in his absence 
but is glad to be back on 
board.

“Gosford chamber is 
one of the most important 
chambers on the Central 
Coast and they looked in to 
lots of different projects and 
they were very interested in 
what happened in Gosford 
City itself and we need to 
keep that coming.

On his appointment, Mr 
Humphries said he is keen 

to once again levitate the 
Gosford Chamber back 
to where it should be; the 
leading chamber on the 
Coast. 

“I want to make Gosford 
City the number one place 
on the Central Coast

“At this stage I think we 
need to look at all ideas, 
I don’t have one specifi c 
idea but there are lots of 
ways you can encourage 
businesses for the benefi t of 
the City.”

Vice President and long 
standing board member Ms 
Deborah Warwick, said of 
the appointment, “I am very 
excited on his joining and 
basically it nicely rounds out 
the skill base of the board”.

“‘I look forward to 
working with him on this 
side of the table,” she said.

Mr Humphries takes up 
his post immediately and 
said he is already working 
to improve the status of 
Gosford Chamber within the 
business community.

Val Bridge, 4 May 2011

Back to the 
future at 
Gosford 

Chamber
At its recent board meeting, the Gosford 

Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
Inc unanimously appointed David 

Humphries to its board of directors.

David Humphries 
Photo: Val Bridge

vans can comfortably seat 
fi ve offi cers and will allow 
us to access more remote 
areas and provide a platform 
for offi cers to work out of 
while in the community.

“These new vans are 
a fantastic resource and 
add to our ability to get 
out there and interact 
with the community,” said 
Superintendent McKechnie.

Media Release, 
15 Apr 2011

NSW Police Media
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Masterplan details launched

The Gosford Waterfront to be transformed by the Landing at Gosford Masterplan
Photo: Naomi Bridges

Details of The Landing at Gosford 
Masterplan will be released at a launch 
at the Central Coast Leagues Club on 

Thursday, September 29.

Following the launch, a 
shopfront will be opened 
in Mann St, Gosford, on 
Tuesday, October 4, to seek 
the community’s feedback 
on the project.

The master plan, as well 
as a 3D architectural model 
and a number of artists’ 
impression will be available 
for members of the public to 
view.

Staff will be available to 
answer questions and also 
an online survey will be 
taken.

The Central Coast 
Regional Development 
Corporation (CCRDC) 
has been working with 
its development manager 
Lend Lease for the past six 
months toward producing 
the new Masterplan.

CCRDC senior 
development manager Mr 
Rob Kitchen said: “The 
project work done to date 
has had good reviews 
and feedback and we 
look forward to having 
the community further 
engaged.”

Mr Kitchen will attend 
the Gosford Business 
Improvement District’s 
(GBID) annual general 
meeting on the same day as 
the launch to speak about 
the project.

GBID will welcome 
Mr Kitchen as the guest 
speaker for its third meeting 
at the Gosford Hotel from 
7:30am.

Kaitlin Watts
Interviewee: Rob Kitchen 

“In 2010, the Community 
Building Partnership 
provided more than $58 
million in funding to local 
community groups and 
councils across NSW to 
build or upgrade facilities 
like community halls and 
sporting grounds,” said Mr 
Donnelly.

“Under Premier Barry 
O’Farrell’s state budget, 
funding for the program has 
been reduced to just $11 
million in 2011-12 – that’s a 
$47 million cut,” he said.

“Slashing the Community 
Building Partnership 
budget means that local 
communities like Gosford 
are paying the price, with 
less funding for local 
infrastructure projects. 

“Last year, the 
Community Building 
Partnership Program had 
been embraced by local 
community groups in 
Gosford.

“In 2010, local community 
groups and Gosford City 

Council received a total 
of 30 grants to complete 
local projects like: Peats 
Ridge Public School P and 
C Association received 
$84,965 for the fi t out of 
their school hall, Coast 
Shelter received $75,000 for 

the fi t out and conversion 
of a warehouse into a two 
storey community centre 
and The Bays’ Community 
Group Inc. received $45,000 
for the construction of a 
new general purpose room. 

“With total funding for 

the Community Building 
Partnership now slashed by 
more than 80 per cent, this 
year many local community 
groups in Gosford will 
simply miss out,” he said.

Media Release, 
13 Sep 2011

Greg Donnelly, MLC for 
Gosford

Gosford to 
receive extra 

funding
The Gosford electorate is eligible to 

receive an additional $100,000 as part 
of the Community Building Partnership 

program, according to minister for the Central 
Coast Mr Chris Hartcher.

Mr Hartcher said the 
program, announced by 
Premier Barry O’Farrell, fulfi ls 
an election commitment to 
deliver vital infrastructure to 
communities throughout the 
State.

Thirty fi ve million dollars 
is available under the 
initiative, which means 
$300,000 is available 
under each electoral 
district, with an additional 
$100,000 available for the 
Central Coast electorates 
due to high levels of 
unemployment.

“This is about helping 
communities move 
essential projects forward 
and improve the provision of 
local services,” Mr O’Farrell 
said. 

Mr Hartcher said the 
program aims to support 
a diversity of community 

needs. 
“Local jobs and 

community participation 
will fl ow from projects 
considered eligible for 
funding.

“I encourage community 
organisations and local 
councils to consider their 
eligibility for the program. 

“The successful projects 
in Gosford, Terrigal, The 
Entrance and Wyong will be 
announced by the Premier 
in March next year.”

The 2011 Community 
Building Partnership 
program is open for 
applications for seven 
weeks and will close on 
Monday, October 31.

Media Release, 
19 Sep 2011

Caroline Hutcherson, 
Offi ce of Chris Hartcher MP

Donnelly sees 
things differently

Local community groups in Gosford have missed out in the state 
budget, with the O’Farrell Government cutting $47 million in 
funding from the Community Building Partnership program, said 

Labor MLC for Gosford Mr Greg Donnelly.

Coast Shelter’s Coast Community Centre under construction thanks to 
funds from last years Community Building Program
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At a recent meeting, 
Darkinjung LALC and its 
Members and the Mingaletta 
Aboriginal Women’s Group 
offi cially joined forces to 
take the fi ght up with the 
State Government.

In 2010, it was reported 
that Aboriginal women 
across the Central Coast 
of NSW had joined to 
save a sacred birthing and 
ceremonial site that was 
very rare and of extremely 
high cultural signifi cance, 
but their pleas seemed to 
have continually fallen on 
deaf ears.

“This is a sacred birthing 
and ceremonial site and 
it’s only 100 metres from 
the existing mine, so any 
extension would obviously 
put the site in danger,” said 
Mingaletta Women’s Group 
elder Ms Barbara Grew.

“This is very important to 
us.

“It’s a place where we 
can go and see our history.

“It’s a place where we 
feel we belong.

“We’re hoping that, 
by joining forces with 
Darkinjung LALC, we’ll 
fi nally gain the proper 
attention and respect of the 
State Government and stop 
the quarry extension.”

Darkinjung LALC 
chairperson Ms Jenny 

Hayes said that the position 
of the Land Council was 
to object to the proposed 
southern extension. 

“There are other 
signifi cant sites in the area 
and due to the dense scrub, 
there is every possibility of 
undiscovered sites. 

“The Aboriginal Heritage 
Assessment commissioned 
by Rocla into the area 
states that large sections 
were unable to be surveyed 
due to thick undergrowth 
and other factors, so Rocla 
simply doesn’t know what’s 
there.

“We suggested a burn off 
to reveal any other sites, but 
that hasn’t happened.

“In addition, there 
are other known sites of 
Aboriginal signifi cance in 
the area including rock 
engravings and a cave 
shelter with art.

“The most critical 
aspect here is that these 
sites cannot be assessed 
in isolation from their 
surroundings, there is a 
broader cultural landscape 
that must be considered”, 
said Ms Hayes.

The site has been noted 
by cultural heritage expert 
Jo McDonald as “a rare 
occasion for engraved sites” 
due to the association of the 
engraving of the woman 

with stone arrangements.
McDonald found that only 

one other rock engraving 
in the Sydney Basin area 
including the Somersby 
Plateau was associated with 
a stone arrangement.

In total, the NSW National 
Parks and Wildlife Service 
has 180 Aboriginal objects 
and places recorded within 
or near the suggested 
project zone.

Initially, Rocla suggested 
a 30 meter buffer around 
the sacred women’s site, 
but this was rejected by 
Mingaletta Women’s Group 
and the Land Council.

“Mining at a depth of 
up to 35 metres anywhere 
within several kilometres of 
the site will weaken the rock 
platform’s substructure and 
it will never be the same 
again.

“If the mine expands 
the whole thing will just 
collapse,” said Ms Grew.

Rocla’s own planning 
submission noted the 
Department of the 
Environment, Climate 
Change and Water had 
concerns about the 
company’s proposal to leave 
the women’s site stranded 
on a narrow, buffered piece 
of land.

Darkinjung LALC CEO 
Mr Sean Gordon said 

that, despite years of 
investigation and several 
reports, there was still a 
lack of response from the 
government and it needed 
to be resolved.

“The Mingaletta women, 
Darkinjung LALC and all 
Aboriginal people on the 
Central Coast deserve to be 
properly acknowledged on 
this issue.

“We’ve been patient 
and followed all the right 
processes.

“It’s now time for the 
State Government to veto 
the southern extension of 
the Calga Sand Quarry,” 
said Mr Gordon.

Darkinjung LALC 
chairperson Ms Jenny 
Hayes said: “Darkinjung 
LALC will stand alongside 
the Mingaletta Women’s 
Group and fi ght what would 
obviously be a mistake and 
quite simply soul-destroying 
to Aboriginal people.”

“And, if necessary, we 
will call all Aboriginal women 
from other communities to 
stand alongside us. 

“We’re often happy to 
compromise and negotiate, 
but not this time,” said Ms 
Hayes.

The two organisations 
will form a united front 
and appeal to the State 
Government to take action.

Media Release, 
17 Feb 2012 

Sean Gordon, 
Darkinjung LALC

Aboriginal community 
to stand fi rm 

on threatened sites

Aerial view of Calga Sand Quarry

Since the southern extension of the Calga Sand Quarry was 
fi rst proposed by Rocla Pty Ltd, Darkinjung Local Aboriginal 
Land Council (Darkinjung LALC) and the Mingaletta Aboriginal 

Women’s Group have gone to battle with State Government over the 
protection of sites of Aboriginal signifi cance. 

As part of this initiative, 
Council received 
$70,000 for the provision 
of CCTV to address 
issues associated with 
anti-social behaviour 
throughout the Terrigal 
CBD.

The CCTV camera 
images would be relayed 
to a recording system 
which would be located at 
Terrigal Police Station.

Gosford mayor Cr 
Laurie Maher said that the 
Brisbane Water Local Area 
Command identified ideal 
locations for the cameras 
through crime statistics 
and consultation with 
residents.

“This is an issue that 
has a significant impact 
on the local business 
community in Terrigal 
and I would like to thank 
them for their assistance 
in providing feedback on 
issues they feel need to 
be addressed.

“Cameras being 
installed will provide 
coverage of the Terrigal 
Esplanade and Terrigal 
Surf Club car park.

“They will help improve 
the safety of the Terrigal 
area and assist police in 
protecting residents and 
tourists from anti social 
behaviour,” said Cr Maher.

The Member for 
Robertson Ms Deborah 
O’Neill has welcomed 
Council’s help in 
delivering another of her 
2010 election promises.

 “Terrigal will be a safer 
suburb thanks to the work 
of Gosford Council and 
the Brisbane Water Local 
Area Command, made 
possible with the $70,000 
grant from the Gillard 
Government,” said Ms 
O’Neill.

“I listened to the 
business owners at 
Terrigal and took the 
necessary action to 
prevent antisocial 
behaviour and support 
local businesses and jobs.

“Like the shop-owners 
of Terrigal, the tourists 
and the locals alike, I look 
forward to being on hand 
for the commissioning in 
March.”

The current target date 
for installation and testing 
of the Terrigal CCTV 
system is March with 
commissioning shortly 
thereafter.”

Media Release, 
13 Feb 2012 

Deborah O’Neill, 
Member for Robertson

Laure Maher,
 Gosford Council

Security 
cameras for 

Terrigal
Gosford Council will install Closed Circuit 

Television (CCTV) cameras next month 
in the Terrigal CBD funded in part by a 

grant from the Australian Government as part 
of the Safer Suburbs Program.

The main street of Terrigal

The
Central Coast
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Cr Macfadyen 
successfully moved, at the 
council meeting on Tuesday, 
July 3, that Council remove 
the s149 (5) planning 
certifi cates message that 
related to sea level rise until 
the NSW State Government 
legislates that all Councils in 
NSW give a clear direction 
to all property owners who 
are affected by this event.

“Of the 50 Local 
Government Areas in NSW 
that are affected by sea 

level rise, only 16, including 
Gosford, have issued 
149(5) certifi cates notifying 
property owners,” said Cr 
Macfadyen.

“Up to 9000 properties in 
Gosford Local Government 
Area could be affected by 
the s149(5) certifi cates.

“Council issued these 
certifi cates under advice 
and good intentions, but 
I now realise that there is 
no stability in the matter 
unless it is regulated across 

all NSW councils who are 
affected.

“It’s important that the 
message be consistent 
across all relevant councils 
in NSW, that residents feel 
their future is stable and that 
common sense prevails,” he 
said.

Media Release, 6 Jul 2012 
Jim Macfadyen,

 Gosford Council

Macfadyen calls for 
State sea level rise regulations

Gosford Cr Jim Macfadyen has called on the State Government 
to regulate s149 (5) planning certifi cates across all relevant 
councils to give consistency, stability and common sense.

Cr Jim Macfadyen and Coastal Residents Incorporated secretary Mr Pat Aiken
Photo: ValsPix

In the 2011 census, the 
number of males on the 
Coast was 150,702 and 
the number of females was 
161,482 with a median age 
of 41.

In the 2006 census, 
however, the average 
number of males was 136, 
143 and number of females 
was 146,583 with a median 
age of 40.

Looking at fi ve suburbs 
in the Gosford LGA, 
comprising Gosford, East 
Gosford, Terrigal, Lisarow 
and Avoca, population 
increased in all bar Lisarow, 

which decreased from 5284 
to 5038.

The median weekly 
household income 
increased across the board 
with Gosford up from $835 
to $1013, East Gosford from 
$679 to $863, Terrigal from 
$1121 to $1323, Lisarow 
from $1335 to $1558 and 
Avoca from $1147 to $1458.

Median mortgage 
repayments also increased 
with Terrigal recording an 
increase of $434 from $1121 
to $2167.

Median weekly rent was 
also on the rise with East 

Gosford recording a $65 
increase from $195 to $260.

The average number of 
families living in Gosford, 
east Gosford, Avoca and 
Terrigal increased with 
Gosford going from 636 to 
783, East Gosford from 904 
to 1021, Terrigal from 2660 
to 2913 and Avoca from 
1128 to 1177.

Lisarow’s average 
number of families 
decreased by 58 going to 
1373.

Website, 12 Jul 2012
Australian Bureau

 of Statistics

Coast population 
increases by 

10% in 5 years
The 2011 census information for the Central Coast has been 

released, showing an increase in population of 29,458 to 312,184 
from the 2006 census.

Mr Glen, who was 
formerly performing the role 
of director of city services, 
took on the role of acting 
general manager following 
Mr Peter Wilson’s retirement 
last month.

Mr Peter Armour is now 
performing the role of acting 
director of city services.

At the meeting, mayor Cr 
Laure Maher said it would 
take around six months 
for the role of the general 
manager to be permanently 
fi lled with Mr Glen expected 
to fi ll the position until early 
next year.

Gosford Council MM.9, 3 
Jul 2012

Glen is acting 
general manager

Gosford Council appointed Mr Stephen Glen as the acting general 
manager at its meeting of Tuesday, July 3.
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Member for Gosford Mr 
Chris Holstein presented 
the petition and made the 
opening address to the 
discussion.

“I acknowledge that 
we have one of the most 
beautiful waterfronts in 
NSW and I would not want 
to see that ruined, nor do 
my colleagues in the State 
Government or on the 
Gosford City Council,” said 
Mr Holstein.

“The Gosford Challenge 
is all about connecting the 
city and the people with the 
waterfront so that it can be 
enjoyed for what it is.

“The development 
of Gosford will happen 
because it has to happen.

“There is no choice in the 
matter for Gosford Council 
or for the State Government.

“The overwhelming 
majority of the Gosford 
population will not accept 
a do-nothing approach, but 
it is about doing the right 
thing. 

“Although we are 
experiencing some growing 
pains I am confi dent that 
we have learned from our 
earlier mistakes. 

“With a spirit of 
compromise on all sides in 
the debate we can move 
our city forward to become 
a place where people will 
want to live and where 
business will thrive as part 
of a living city,” said Mr 
Holstein.

Member for The Entrance 

Mr Chris Spence and 
Member for Wyong Mr 
Darren Webber also spoke 
against the petition.

“Their statements clearly 
indicated they did not 
realise the real purpose 
of the petition in that the 
petitioners wished to see 
the Gosford Waterfront 
remain as public land and 
in the public domain with 
no limitations placed on 
public access,” said GWAG 
representative Mr Col 
Hodgson.

Members speaking in 
support of the petition were 
Member for Canterbury Ms 
Linda Burney, Member for 
Cessnock Mr Clayton Barr 
and Member for Balmain Mr 
Jamie Parker.

“These three speakers 
were all thoroughly 
prepared showing they were 
aware the major concern of 
GWAG has been the loss 
of public waterfront land 
to developers,” said Mr 
Hodgson.

“They clearly 
acknowledged the loss of 
public access would be very 
diffi cult, if not impossible, to 
reverse.”

Mr Parker commented, 
“One thing is clear, we know 
that alienation of public 
land, waterfront land in 
particular, is always done in 
the interests of developers, 
but once that land is lost to 
the public, it is lost forever”.

“Redress at a later stage 
by demolishing buildings 

and reopening spaces is 
next to impossible.” 

Minister for Planning 
and Infrastructure Mr Brad 
Hazzard was the fi nal 
member to speak.

In his speech, he 
expressed his concern that 
the buildings in stages two 
and three would alienate the 
foreshore.

A result he said neither 
he nor the community would 
fi nd comforting.

“I promise the people 
in the gallery that I am 
absolutely keen to ensure 
that the Central Coast 
Development Corporation 
does not get it wrong, liaises 
big time with residents in 
the community, and fi nds a 

way to enliven Gosford, but 
not to the point of detracting 
from opportunities to access 
public space on the water’s 
edge,” said Mr Hazzard.

“A balance must be 
struck.

“I acknowledge the 
effort made by people in 
the gallery in travelling to 
Sydney from Gosford. 

“I hope you take the 
remarks I have made in 
good faith and accept 
my assurance that the 
Government will keep 
working with you.”

Media Release, 
29 Nov 2012 

Col Hodgson, GWAG

Local members speak 
against Landing petition
A representative group of 17 people from 

the Gosford Waterfront Action Group 
(GWAG) attended Parliament House on 

Thursday, November 22, for the debate on 
the 10,700 signature Save Gosford Waterfront 
petition in the Legislative Assembly.

Members of the Gosford Waterfront Action Group on the steps of Parliament House
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The awards acknowledge 
the efforts of those who 
actively conserve heritage as 
well as educate and promote 
heritage and history within the 
Gosford LGA.

The awards also formed 
part of celebrations for 
Australian Heritage Week and 
the National Trust Heritage 
Festival 2013.

Gosford mayor Cr 
Lawrie McKinna said the 
Heritage Awards showcased 
the number of dedicated 
individuals focused on the 
preservation of our local 
history.

“These awards give us a 
chance to publicly thank the 
individuals and organisations 
that invest their time and skills 
into caring for and preserving 
our heritage.

“We were blown away 
by the number and quality 
of entries, especially as 
this is the Heritage Awards’ 
inaugural year.

“Some of the award 
recipients have made movies, 
written books and even 

established museums all 
devoted to documenting and 
educating people about our 
heritage. 

“Congratulations to all 
of the deserving award 
winners for your outstanding 
contribution to our city,” said 
mayor Cr McKinna.

The Excellence in Heritage 
Conservation award went 
to the Gunyah at Terrigal for 
extensive conservation works 
of the interior and exterior 
of the c. 1911 building and 
its adaptation as a dental 
surgery.

The Excellence in 
Interpretation Projects award 
went to Bob Fitzgerald 
for the writing, direction 
and production of the 
documentary fi lm Ettalong 
Beach, Then and Now, which 
was shown for the fi rst time at 
the Ettalong Festival 2012.

The St Joseph’s Spirituality 
and Education Centre 
Museum at Kincumber South, 
which was established by 
volunteers Zeena Elton and 
Bridie Murphy and provides a 

historical display depicting the 
history and artefacts of the 
St Joseph’s Home for Boys, 
also received an Excellence in 
Interpretation Projects award.

The Excellence in Historical 
Research and Publication 
award went to Marie Riley 
for her book Kincumber 
South Remembered: A Social 
History of the Community and 
the Boys Home.

The book concentrates on 
the settlement of Kincumber 
South and the history of the St 
Joseph’s Boys Home which 
was established in 1887.

Marie dedicated four 
years to the project including 
collecting oral histories and 
researching the history and 
people of Kincumber South.

The Outstanding 
Achievement Award went to 
Keith Paull for his committed 
research into the history 
and heritage of the Upper 
Mangrove Creek area, 
including collecting the stories 
of the area, plotting the sites 
of early settlement and 
recording the oral histories 

and genealogies of the 
families within the area.

Gwen Dundon also 
received an Outstanding 
Achievement Award for her 
overall dedication to local 
history and heritage.

Gwen has published six 
books celebrating our local 
history, donated signifi cantly 
to the Local Studies section 
of the library and tirelessly 
supports others in their 
historical research and 

promotion of our signifi cant 
heritage.

Media Release, 
3 May 2013

Gosford Council Media

Heritage awards
Winners of Gosford Council’s inaugural Gosford City Heritage 

Awards were announced at a special ceremony held in Council 
Chambers on Thursday, May 2.

The Gunya building at Terrigal preserved by Mr Tony Collins
Inset: Mayor Cr Mayor McKinna presenting Mr Tony Collins with his award

The decision was 
made by Justice Rachael 
Ann Pepper following 
complaints made by next 
door neighbours John and 
Rosemary Dobrohotoff who 
told the Court the house was 
regularly used for bucks’ 
parties and the like.

Gosford Council interim 
director of environment and 
planning Mr Eddie Love said 
Council would continue to 
have discussions with the 
Department of Planning 
regarding state wide issues 

surrounding short term 
holiday letting.

Mr Love said the property 
at 24 Charles Kay Dr was 
zoned 2(a) Residential and 
council had corresponded 
with owners requesting that 
they address neighbourhood 
concerns in relation to the 
use of this premises.

“Issues surrounding 
short term holiday letting 
have been seen across the 
Gosford LGA,” said Mr Love.

“As this case was not an 
isolated occurrence it was 

decided by council to defi ne 
and allow ‘short term holiday 
letting’ of dwellings for no 
more than four bedrooms 
without consent.

“Letting arrangements 
for fi ve and six bedroom 
properties would require 
consent and for dwellings 
over six bedrooms the use 
would not be permitted.

“The above clause was 
incorporated into the Draft 
Gosford Local Environmental 
Plan (LEP) 2009 with the 
view that short term holiday 

letting would be addressed 
by the NSW Department of 
Planning,” said Mr Love.

“The Draft LEP for 
Gosford is currently under 
review by council and the 
Department of Planning.

“Short term holiday letting 
is an important economic 
activity in coastal cities 
across NSW and we will be 
working with the relevant 
bodies to fi nd workable 
solutions for all involved,” 
said Mr Love.

Greens MP and 
spokesperson for tourism 
and housing Ms Jan Barham 
said the decision made by 
the Court was a good one.

“The Court’s clarifi cation 
that homes in residential 

zones that were intended 
for long-term occupancy 
are inappropriate for 
tourism purposes is an 
important outcome for local 
communities,” said Ms 
Barham.

“In coastal areas 
especially, the use of homes 
for short-term tourism rentals 
has seen many potential 
homes lost to permanent 
residents, causing a 
shortage in housing supply.

“In terms of tourism use, 
holiday letting has not served 
the community well.

“Local government faces 
a diffi cult task in addressing 
housing availability and 
affordability.

“This decision clarifi es the 

use of approved residential 
dwellings for permanent 
residents, which should 
free up dwellings to ease 
the housing stress and 
ensure that tourism occurs 
in appropriate areas,” Ms 
Barham said.

Media Statement,
 3 May 2013
Eddie Love, 

Gosford Council
Media Statement, 

3 May 2013
Kerri Douglass, Offi ce of 

the Chief Justice, Supreme 
Court of NSW

Media Release, 
3 May 2013

David Barham, Offi ce of 
Jan Barham MLC

Court rules on short term holiday lettings
A decision was passed in the Land and Environment Court at 5pm 

on Thursday, May 2, prohibiting the owner of 24 Charles Kay Dr, 
Terrigal, from using her house for short term letting, effective in 

two months’ time.
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Sixty years ago, the 
Central Coast Leagues 
Club (CCLC) formed and 
sponsored the CCYC, 
an arrangement which 
continued until some 
20 years ago when the 
sponsorship of the CCLC 
ceased.

A grant/loan allowed a 
new facility to be built at 
Terrigal and CCYC split with 
2,000 members joining the 
new Gosford Basketball 
Club located at Terrigal.

For the following few 
years, a dedicated small 
group aided by councillors 
of the day pushed forward 
to see council build a 
new $3 million stadium at 
Niagara Park. 

CCYC became the 
operator of this facility and 
from 2005 paid a small 
percentage of commercial 
rent to enable the services 
to fl ourish.

Former board member 
Mr Chris Holstein said he 

only hoped that “council has 
given all due consideration 
in making their decisions”.

“I am not privy to the 
reasons or rationale on 
why they have made that 
decision and can only hope 
that that decision was made 
on the best interests of 
not only the centre but the 
community as a whole,” he 
said.

According to the report 
to council by economic and 
community development 

director Ms Colleen Worthy-
Jennings, the costs of 
running the facility and 
dwindling income had seen 
the Board of CCYC unable 
to meet their fi nancial 
obligations in recent times.

“Council is not convinced 
that the Board, whose 
directors are as hard-
working and well-meaning 
as they are, have the 
capacity and resources to 
alter the current situation 
and council must protect 
this facility and services that 
need to be provided by this 
facility for the communities 
of Narara, Niagara Park, 
Lisarow and Wyoming,” 

said the report to Council by 
Ms Worthy-Jennings.

“After careful 
consideration of the facts 
and the latest CCYC 
Business Plan, council is 
not confi dent that protection 
is afforded by the current 
lessees”, she said.

When contacted by 
Coast Community News, 
an offi cial of the CCYC said 
the club did not accept 
the cancellation and was 
seeking further advice and 
cited lack of assistance 
from Council and its offi cers 
over many years as the 
reason for the club being in 
its present situation.

Sources within the club 
also stated that a loss of 
income brought on by two 
major tenants vacating the 
club’s premises was seen 
by Council as a reason to 
take over the running of 
the club before the Board 
had had the opportunity to 
replace those tenants.

The matter was 
discussed at a strategy and 
policy meeting at Council 
with members of the public 
and the media excluded.

Gosford Council Agenda 
SF.21, 17 Sep 2013

Kaitlin Watts

Council takes over youth club 
under controversial 

circumstances

Gosford Council has assumed management of the Central Coast 
Youth Club (CCYC) at Niagara Park, prior to the development of 
a new multi-million dollar Community Facilities Hub in the area.

Central Coast Youth Club (CCYC) at Niagara Park

The members are still 
members of Parliament and 
the Liberal Party, however, 
they have resigned from the 
Liberal Parliamentary Party 
meaning they will now sit on 
the cross benches with any 
independents present.

The ICAC is investigating 
allegations of whether 
corrupt conduct occurred 
between April 2009 and 
April 2012, where certain 
members of parliament, 
including Mr Hartcher, Mr 
Webber and Mr Spence, and 
others are alleged to have 
corruptly solicited, received 
and concealed payments 
from various sources in 
return for certain members 
of parliament agreeing 
to favour the interests of 
those responsible for the 
payments.

ICAC is also investigating 
whether between December 
2010 and November 
2011, certain members of 
parliament, including Mr 
Hartcher, Mr Webber and 
Mr Spence, and others, 
solicited, received and 
failed to disclose political 
donations from companies, 
including prohibited donors, 
contrary to the Election 
Funding, Expenditure 
and Disclosures Act 1981 

and whether Eightbyfi ve, 
a business operated 
by Timothy Koelma, Mr 
Hartcher’s former senior 
advisor, and Australian 
Water Holdings Pty Ltd, 
through its CEO Mr Nicholas 
Di Girolamo, (currently a 
director on the board of the 
State Water Corporation) 
entered into an agreement 
whereby Australian Water 
Holdings Pty Ltd made 
regular payments to 
Eightbyfi ve, purportedly 
for the provision of media, 
public relations and other 
services and advice, in 
return for which Mr Hartcher 
favoured the interests of 
Australian Water Holdings 
Pty Ltd.

As part of its investigation, 
the ICAC will hold a public 
inquiry starting on Monday, 
April 28, at Level 7, 133 
Castlereagh St, Sydney.

Mr Hartcher was 
contacted for comment but 
declined to comment on the 
matter.

Media release, 
19 Feb 2014

Alicia McCumstie, Liberal 
Party of Australia

Kaitlin Watts, 19 Feb 2014
Website, 19 Feb 2014

Roy Waldon, Solicitor to 
the Commission, ICAC
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Local members withdraw from 
NSW Parliamentary Liberal Party

The Member for Terrigal Mr Chris Hartcher, 
the Member for The Entrance Mr Chris 
Spence and the Member for Wyong Mr 

Darren Webber have all voluntarily withdrawn 
from the NSW Parliamentary Liberal Party 
until the Independent Commission Against 
Corruption (ICAC) proceedings relating to 
them are determined.

Premier Mr Barry O’Farrell and Member for Terrigal Mr Chris Hartcher at the opening of Service NSW in Gosford
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The group claims the 
Abbott Government’s 
support of such actions 
violates basic human rights.

For almost two hours, 
the offi ce of Ms Wicks was 
transformed into the canvas 
of a peaceful protest.

Demonstrators stood 
should-to-shoulder in front 
of the offi ce holding paper 
dolls and chanting “set the 
children free”.

Ms Wicks said the 
detention network was fi lled 
to the brim with thousands 
of people who arrived 
illegally by boat under Labor.

“The Government is 
providing the necessary 
care and support for people 
in our detention network and 
working swiftly to reduce 
the number of people in 
detention. 

It is now more than 
200 days since the 
last successful people 
smuggling venture arrived in 
Australia – reducing deaths 
at sea and the risks taken by 
those who attempt to make 
the treacherous journey by 
boat to Australia.

We’re saving lives at sea; 
we’re saving more than 
$2.5 billion of costs to the 
budget; and we’re reducing 
the number of people in 

immigration detention – I 
note that the number of 
children in detention has 
reduced overall by more 
than 30% since the Coalition 
Government took offi ce.

“The decision by Labor 
in government to take away 
the Coalition’s effective 
border protection policies 
led to more than 50,000 
illegal arrivals, including 
more than 8,000 children 
and tragically more than 
1,100 deaths at sea,” said 
Ms Wicks.

Amongst the crowd of 
peaceful protestors was 
Bez, a former Ethiopian 
orphan.

“I’m here today to inform 
and tell people about the 
imprisonment of children 
who are only fi ve,” said Bez.

“They’ve done nothing 
wrong but they’ve been 
imprisoned, and taken to 
detention for no apparent 
reason, only that they’re 
seeking asylum.

“They don’t deserve to 
be in prison.

“They deserve their 
freedom.”

Protester Mr Jack Lloyd 
said: “I just am appalled that 
there are refugee children 
being held in detention on 
Christmas Island.”

“This is absolutely not 
good for them and it’s a 
breach of human rights.”

There are currently around 
1,038 children in detention 
facilities, something 
Gosford Anglican’s Father 
Rod Bower said he found 
inexcusable.

“They are showing signs 
of being abused, they’re 
not sleeping, they’re self-
harming… and this is 
wrong,” he said.

“It’s immoral.
“It’s inhumane.”
For just under two hours, 

protesters continued to 
tack the paper dolls onto 
the windows of Ms Wicks’ 
offi ce.

“It’s symbolic,” said 
protestor Ms Michelle 
McNicol who supplied the 
chain of dolls.

“I wanted to make one 
for each of the children 
detained wrongfully.”

Lloyd said: “This will 
give a clear message to the 
Australian government.”

“When the government 
does this, it does not do this 
in my name,” said Mr Lloyd.

Email, 14 Jul 2014
Emma Horn

Media release, 21 Jul 2014
Tim Sowden, offi ce of 

Lucy Wicks MP

Set the children free 
protest in Gosford

Central Coast residents rallied together outside the offi ce of 
Member for Robertson Ms Lucy Wicks on Monday, July 14, to 
protest the detainment of children in Australian immigration 

processing facilities.

Photos: Emma Horn
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The forum was organised 
by Our Central Coast, 
the Nature Conservation 
Council of NSW, Community 
Environment Network and 
the Our Land, Our Water, 
Our Future alliance.

Australian actor Michael 
Caton, Father Rod Bower 
and local mum Alexia 
Martinez were among the 
speakers.

Danielle Coleman from 
Our Central Coast, a 
non-partisan alliance of 
individuals and community 
groups, said the Central 
Coast was at the frontline 
of coal seam gas (CSG) and 
coal mining issues.

“The Coalition 
Government has broken 
its election commitment to 
rule out the controversial 

Wallarah 2 coal mine near 
Wyong,” said Ms Coleman.

“Much of the Mountains 
District and drinking water 
catchment for the Central 
Coast is overlaid by a 
coal seam gas exploration 
license.

“It’s time the community’s 
concerns were heard and 
their drinking water and 
livelihoods were protected.

“Many people would be 
shocked to know there is a 
coal seam gas exploration 
license over the Central 
Coast’s water catchment.

“The forum was an 
important milestone for our 
community which is now 
armed with the reality of the 
community impacts of coal 
and coal seam gas. 

“The response was 

incredible.
“Every hand was in the air 

when we asked who wanted 
to protect our Central Coast 
water and environment from 

coal and coal seam gas.
“The current system is 

clearly broken if it can’t 
protect the essentials of life, 
like clean water.

“The Central Coast 
has been let-down by our 
political leaders and it’s time 
for the community to fi nd 
out the truth and demand 

our Central Coast remain 
coal and gas free,” said Ms 
Coleman.

Media release, 1 Dec 2014
Amy Gordon, Essential 

Media Communications

Coal and CSG mining forum packed out
Four hundred Central Coast residents 

packed out the Central Coast Grammar 
School hall on Thursday, November 27, to 

discuss the risks posed by coal seam gas and 
coal mining to drinking water, local industries, 
nature and human health.

Community members showing their support in protecting the Central Coast from CSG

“We have been actively 
listening to the community 
and their concerns and as 
a result, the NSW Liberals 
and Nationals Government 
has implemented the most 
comprehensive regulatory 
framework around CSG in 
the entire country, through 
the NSW Gas Plan,” he said.

Mr Holstein said we are 
now in a different era from the 

one prior to 2011, when the 
former Labor Government 
handed out petroleum 
exploration licences with 
no consideration for our 
water, agricultural land, the 
environment or communities. 

Any applications for a 
license renewal will now 
be subject to the stringent 
NSW Government minimum 
standards.

“The NSW Government 
makes no apologies for this 
and will continue to apply 
the letter of the law to each 
application on an individual 
basis,” Mr Holstein said. 

“This government has 
already introduced 30 
regulatory controls for CSG 
and we’ve added 30 more as 
part of our Gas Plan, making 
it the most comprehensive in 

Australia to protect our vital 
land and water resources,” 
said Mr Holstein.

The Gas Plan outlines the 
government’s new Strategic 
Release Framework that 
will ensure new exploration 
licenses are only issued after 
an assessment of economic, 
environmental and social 
factors. 

Community consultation 
is a key element of the 
approvals process and will 
be conducted up-front. 

If a proposed area doesn’t 

meet the criteria it won’t be 
released. 

Mr Holstein said the new 
NSW Gas Plan adopts all of 
the recommendations of the 
Chief Scientist and Engineer, 
Professor Mary O’Kane 
in her Final Report of the 
Independent Review of Coal 
Seam Gas Activities in NSW. 

“The Gas Plan is the line 
in the sand for the CSG 
industry and it will only 
be companies that have 
the industry expertise and 
suffi cient resources that 

will even be considered as 
candidates for a license,” Mr 
Holstein said.

“There are no CSG 
approvals on the Central 
Coast and I will continue 
to advocate for the Gas 
Plan and its regulatory 
frameworks that will apply to 
any prospective operators in 
the region and NSW.”

Media release, 1 Dec 2014
Chris Holstein, 

Member for Gosford

There are no CSG approvals
on the Central Coast – Holstein

Member for Gosford Mr Chris Holstein has confi rmed that there 
is no approval for any company to produce coal seam gas (CSG) 
anywhere on the Central Coast. 
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“The outrageous 
decision to ignore calls for 
an environmental zoning for 
environmentally sensitive 
land is beyond arrogance,” 
he said.

 “Council called for 
comments on the draft LEP 
and received thousands 
of comments from the 
community demanding 
that these lands be given 
an environmental zoning 
to protect them from 
development.  

“In fact, Council received 
so many submissions that a 
special Council meeting was 
held to hear submissions on 
this issue from community 
groups across the region. 

“However, no review of 
these zonings was done 
because, apparently, it 
would involve a lot of 
effort and would delay the 
completion of the new LEP. 

“Just because such an 
important matter might take 
more time and more effort 
to get right doesn’t justify 
pushing through a bad 
piece of long-term planning.

“The draft LEP that 
Council intends to forward 
to the State Government 
will go with the original 
recommendation to zone 
environmentally sensitive 
lands as recreational land, 
suitable for development 
as sporting venues, golf 

courses, caravan parks and 
restaurants.

“Only myself and fellow 
Greens’ Councilor Terri 
Latella voted against the 
zoning. 

“We argued for an E2 
zone that would protect the 
land into the future. 

“We also argued that we 
should include the sensitive 
land mapping that is already 
available.

“These maps are up-
to-date and show exactly 
which endangered species 
are recorded for each block 
of land. 

Media release, 
10 Feb 2011

Peter Freewater, Greens

Sensitive land 
may be lost

Greens Councillor and Greens’ candidate for the seat of Gosford, 
Dr Peter Freewater said he is furious that Gosford Council is 
ignoring the wishes of the community with regard to the new 

LEP.

The buses began 
operating around the 
Gosford CBD on Monday, 
January 31, following the 
unveiling at Gosford station 
the week before.

The bright green free 
shuttle buses are provided 
by the NSW Government 
and allow easy to use, 
free public transport to the 
people of Gosford. 

NSW Parliamentary 
secretary for the Central 
Coast Mr David Harris said 
the free Gosford shuttle will 
give more people access to 
free public transport every 
day of the week. 

“This new free shuttle 
bus will better connect 
important facilities around 
town, including the train 
station, Gosford Hospital 
and the shops,” Mr Harris 
said.

“The free bus will operate 
every 20 minutes throughout 
the day, between around 
9:00am and 2.30pm 
weekdays, between 9.05am 
to 4.05pm on Saturdays and 
at 9.05am, 12.05pm and 

3.05pm on Sundays.
“Each bus is air-

conditioned and low to the 
fl oor so that mums with 
prams, the elderly and 
wheelchair users can get on 
and off easily.

“This is a fantastic 
initiative that will deliver 
huge benefi ts to local 
residents and businesses in 
Gosford,” he said.

Member for Gosford 
Ms Marie Andrew joined 
local residents on the fi rst 
ever run of Gosford’s free 
CBD loop bus on Monday, 
January 31. 

“All people need to do 
is keep an eye out for the 
green buses and bus stops, 
and then hop onboard,” 
said Ms Andrews.  

“This bus is in addition 
to 41 extra buses and 1500 
extra bus services we’ve 
delivered for the Central 
Coast. 

“The NSW Government 
will increase the NSW bus 
fl eet by 1000 buses by 2020, 
enabling us to continually 
improve bus services to 

local communities like ours 
here in Gosford,” she said. 

Community campaigner 
for Gosford Ms Katie 
Smith also welcomed the 
announcement, saying 
that the new service was 
great news for Gosford and 
urged local residents to take 
advantage of the new free 
loop bus.

 “This new free loop bus 
will make it so much easier 
for pensioners and young 
families to get around town, 
visit friends at the Hospital, 
or pop down to the shops,” 
Ms Smith said. 

“This is really going to 
make travel around the 
Gosford’s city center faster 
and simpler. 

“It’s also a fantastic 
initiative because it’s free, 
meaning local residents 
getting around Gosford will 
have fewer transport costs 
and more money in their 
pocket,” she said.

Media Release, 
27 Jan 2011

Katie Smith, Labor

Gosford 
welcomes free 

bus service

Free loop shuttle buses have commenced operating around 
Gosford City every 20 minutes from Monday to Saturday and 
three services on Sundays.

“To use council owned 
properties to conduct his 
election campaign meetings 
is just an arrogance and 
insult to the ratepayers 
as after twenty years as a 
councillor he should know 
better,” said Ms Smith.

“It is also unacceptable 
that Cr Holstein abuses his 
position to instruct staff to 
investigate matters relevant 
to a State Election when he 
is the candidate. They are 
not on his payroll,” she said.

Ms Smith has stated that 
no Gosford City councillor 

should abuse their position 
as a councillor and be paid 
by the public purse while 
running as a candidate in 
the State Election.

Cr Holstein has denied 
Ms Smith’s claims and said 
they are completely false.

“This claim is totally 
untrue and ridiculous,” he 
said.

“This Labor candidate is 
used to throwing mud. 

“I look forward to the 
results of an inquiry and will 
expect an apology from the 
Labor candidate,” said Cr 

Holstein.
“After 16-years of failing 

this community, the best 
Labor can do is fear and 
smear.

“It’s the same old Labor 
and the same old tricks.

“I’m focussing on fi xing 
the problems that Labor has 
caused through its neglect 
of the people of Gosford. 

Media Release, 
9 Feb 2011

Katie Smith, Labor
Email, 11 Feb 2011

Chris Holstein, Liberal

Abuse of 
position claims

 rejected
Labor candidate for Gosford has lodged a formal complaint 

with the general manager of Gosford Council, Mr Peter Wilson 
claiming that Liberal candidate for Gosford, Cr Chris Holstein, is 

abusing his position as a councillor and conducting election campaign 
meetings in council buildings and on council owned property.
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The family support 
providers who’ve had their 
contracts renewed include 
Yarran Early Intervention 
Services at East Gosford, 
which will receive $345,000 
in funding, Interrelate Family 
Centres Limited at Erina, 
with $3,847 100, Centacare 
Catholic Family Services 
at Gosford will receive 
$867,252, Relationships 
Australia at Gosford will 
receive $664,463, the 
Uniting Church in Australia 
at Gosford will receive 
$1,501 634 and the Shared 
Parenting Council of 

Australia in Saratoga will 
receive $647,640.

Member for Robertson 
Ms Deborah O’Neill said: 
“Many local services 
have received much need 
funding, as part of the Gillard 
Government’s $1.041 billion 
Family Support Program.”

“This investment will 
allow our local support 
providers to continue doing 
their vital work helping 
Central Coast families.”

The Family Support 
Program provides services 
in over 2200 locations 
across Australia to support 

families, improve children’s 
wellbeing and safety, 
and build more resilient 
communities.

Community organisations 
around the country receive 
funding to deliver important 
services such as parenting 
skills training, relationship 
counselling and family law 
services. 

“We know that their work 
is having a positive impact 
on the lives of local people,” 
Ms O’Neill said.

“Triennial funding gives 
our local providers greater 
certainty and allows them 

to focus on the essential 
support services they 
are providing, rather than 
spending time applying for 
grants.

“The new Family 
Support Program provides 
more intensive support 
for vulnerable and at-risk 
children and families.

“I welcome the Australian 
Government’s continued 
commitment to the Central 
Coast in delivering much-
needed family support 
services for our community.”

Media Release,
22 Aug 2011

Matt Pulford, Offi ce of 
Deborah O’Neill MP

Family support services get 
increased funding

Yarran Early Intervention Centre at East Gosford
Photo: Naomi Bridges

Six family support services in the Gosford area have had their 
contracts renewed for three years under the Gillard Governments 
$13.4 million investment to continue support services for 

vulnerable families and children across the Central Coast. 

Member for The Entrance 
Mr Chris Spence said the 
grant is part of a $315,000 
boost in recurrent funding 
by the NSW Government 
to support the No interest 
Loans Scheme (NILS). 

“The increase came into 
effect on 1 July and brings 
the total annual funding to 
nearly $2.1 million,” he said.

“This increase represents 
more support for struggling 
families and individuals who 
need access to fair, safe 
and equitable credit for the 
purchase of essential goods 
and services.”

Mr Spence said the NSW 
Government currently funds 
58 NILS service providers 
across the state.

“This scheme provides 
interest free loans of up 
to $1200 to low income 
earners in diffi cult fi nancial 
circumstances so they can 
buy essential household 
or medical products and 
services,” he said.

“NILS supports stability 
within the community 
by helping families buy 
essential white goods for 
their home, computers for 
their children and keeps the 
family car on the road.”

Mr Spence said the 

scheme is a vital safety net 
for many people who would 
otherwise turn to high cost 
payday lenders, loan sharks 
and expensive ‘rent to 
purchase’ schemes.

“Since Fair Trading began 
funding administrative 
support for the NILS® 
program in late 2008, more 
than 6000 loans totalling 
more than $5 million have 
been provided,” He said.

Mr Spence said the 
current funding period was 
due to end on June 30 this 
year before the Liberal-
National Government 
stepped in and announced 
a 12 months’ extension in 
order to maintain stability 
for the funded services.

“The Government’s 
funding provides for 
ongoing employment of 
administrative staff and the 
employment of a full-time 
state coordinator,” he said.

“I applaud the Gosford 
City Community Information 
Service Ltd for the valuable 
services and support they 
deliver to those in need in 
our community.”

Media Release,
19 Aug 2011

Aaron Henry, Offi ce of 
Chris Spence MP

Grant aims 
to support 

disadvantaged 
families

Gosford City Community Information 
Service will receive a grant of $36,142 
to assist it in delivering vital fi nancial 

support services to disadvantaged residents 
in the Central Coast area.

Gosford-Narara Community Centre NILS Project Offi cer Tammy 
Coyte and Member for the Entrance Mr Chris Spence

About 7.20pm a red 
Toyota Hilux travelling south 
along Wiseman’s Ferry Rd 
left the road and collided 
with a power pole before 
overturning.

A passing motorist called 
Police and emergency 
services, however, the 
35-year-old driver of the 
Toyota suffered critical 
injuries and died at the 

scene.
Investigations into the 

incident are continuing.
Anyone who witnessed 

the incident or who has 
any information that might 

assist investigators is urged 
to contact Gosford Police 
or Crime Stoppers on 1800 
333 000.

Media Release, 
17 Aug 2011

NSW Police Media

Mangrove accident proves fatal

A report is being prepared for the Coroner following a fatal motor 
vehicle collision on Wiseman’s Ferry Rd, Central Mangrove, on 
Tuesday, August 16.
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In all, 52 citizens were 
nominated for a Community 
Award across the nine 
categories on offer.

This year, local school 
teacher from St Edwards 
College Mr Patrick Dell, was 
named Citizen of the Year 
for his continued advocacy 
for social justice and 
volunteer work for countless 
organisations.

Mr Dell is the social justice 
coordinator at St Edwards 
College, East Gosford, a 
position he said he takes 
on with great commitment, 
dedication and enthusiasm.

He tirelessly volunteers 
his time to countless 
charitable causes within the 
community.

In his position as social 
justice coordinator, he 
encourages young men 
to donate their time and 
teaches them the benefi t of 
giving to others.

He has been the driving 
force behind the school’s 
Waterford Project in which 
students complete 20 
hours of community service 
annually.

Patrick has provided 

students of the college 
with the opportunity to give 
back to their community 
facilitating volunteering 
for Donnison St Outreach, 
Mary Macs Woy Woy, 
St Vincent De Paul, Red 
Cross, Legacy, Macquarie 
Fields Indigenous Program, 
Caritas K’s, the Heart 
Foundation and the Haven 
Education Centre just to 
name a few.

In recent times, Patrick 
has raised money for the 
Queensland Flood Appeal, 
Christian Brothers in the 
Philippines, the Donnica 
Clarke Foundation, St 
Joseph’s Walgett, St 
Edmunds Wahroonga and 
Coast Shelter.

Pat has volunteered 
thousands of hours of 
community work while also 
encouraging others to get 
involved, his attitude and 
enthusiasm for helping 
others is both infectious and 
inspiring.

His commitment to 
volunteering, fundraising, 
advocacy and action over 
the past 15 years has made 
a signifi cant impact on past 

and present St Edwards’ 
students and his great 
work is appreciated by 
many throughout the wider 
community.

In a ceremony celebrating 
those achieving great things 
in the community, audiences 
enjoyed entertainment 
from Youth in Performing 
Art (YIPA) students, with 
Gosford City Town Crier, 
Stephen Clarke as Master 
of Ceremonies.

Australia Day Committee 
chairman Cr Jim Macfadyen 
said that all of this year’s 
nominees made a signifi cant 
contribution to Gosford City.

“The residents 
recognised at today’s 
ceremony should be proud 
of the work they do within 
our community, their 
enthusiasm and dedication 
to helping others is what 
makes our community great.

“I would like to 
congratulate all of our 
nominees and this year’s 
category winners for 
their outstanding efforts, 
these accolades are truly 
well deserved,” said Cr 
Macfadyen.

The winner of the Arts 
Culture and Entertainment 
category was Patonga 
resident Jocelyn Maughan 
while the winner of the 
Business category was 
Ocean Beach Surf Life 
Saver Katie Dixon who 
is a dedicated cancer 
researcher.

The winner of the 
Community Event category 
was the 5 Lands Walk and 
the Environment award 
winner was Wires Central 
Coast volunteer William 
Fortier.

Ros Greener was 
recognised in the Senior 
category for her work at the 
Peninsula Women’s Health 
Centre, Rachelle King was 
the winner of the Sport 
category for her results in 
Surf Life Saving and the 
Youth category was won by 
Steve Robson.

The Volunteer 
organisation category 
was won by St Joseph’s 
Workshop and the individual 
volunteer category was 
won by Brianna Shaw for 
her work with the Brain 
Injury Unit at the Royal 
Rehabilitation Centre.

Media Release, 
22 Jan 2012 

Gosford Council Media

Australia Day 
Community Awards

Some of Gosford City’s fi nest were recognised at the Australia 
Day Community Awards in a ceremony at Laycock St Community 
Theatre on Sunday, January 22.

Mayor Cr Laurie Maher with Bruce Dent of St Josephs Workshop, Katie Dixon, Member for Robertson Ms Deborah O’Neill, Steve 
Robson, William Fortier, Pat Dell, Ros Greener, Briana Shaw, Con Ryan representing the 5 Lands Walk and Clr Jim Macfadyen

He joined the NSW State 
Emergency Service (SES) 
at Blacktown as a volunteer 
in 1987 and transferred to 
Gosford in 1990.

He became Deputy 
Controller (Administration) in 
1992 and was appointed to 
his current role of SES Gosford 
Local Controller three years 
later.

Mr Garda has devoted 
much time to the SES and has 
participated in many signifi cant 
SES operations and activities 
and in many community events 
including numerous talks and 
presentations to schools and 
other community organisations.

His key achievements 
include initiating major 
renovations to the Gosford 
Local Headquarters after the 
Rural Fire Service vacated the 
building in 1998-99.

He instigated and organised 
the conversion of the cramped 
and unsuitable premises 
into an effective SES Unit 
Headquarters with facilities for 
training, operations, stores and 

garaging for Unit vehicles.
Since his appointment as 

Local Controller, Mr Garda has 
taken the Unit from strength to 
strength, providing exemplary 
leadership, encouraging all 
members to participate fully, 
and ensuring that the Unit 
delivers a high quality of service 
to the local community.

He is also a highly skilled 
and sought-after trainer and 
assessor.

Mr Garda’s distinguished 
career as a volunteer over 
many years refl ects great credit 
on him, the Gosford SES Unit 
and the SES in NSW.

Email, 16 Jan 2012 
Adrian Bey, 

Government House 

Garda awarded 
medal

Rolf Garda of Springfi eld has been 
awarded an Australia Day 2012 
Emergency Services Medal (ESM).

Rolf Garda
Photo: Naomi Bridges

She has been a national 
training team member of the 
Girl Guides Association since 
1998, a board bember of the 
Girl Guides Association of 
NSW and the ACT in 2001 
and 2006-2009 and a training 
adviser since 2009.

She has been the chair of 
the NSW Training Committee 
since 2009 and a member 
from 1997-2003 and 2005-
2011.

Ms Carr was a member 
of the NSW Membership 
Management Committee 
since 1997-2008 and since 
2009.

She was also a state 
support group adviser in 
1997-2002, member of the 
NSW Properties Management 
Committee from 1998-2001 
and a member of the NSW 
State Council from 1997-
2001.

Susan was also a planning 
committee member and 
local association adviser in 
the NSW Local Association-
Support Group Conferences 

from 1982-1995, a region 
training adviser at Coastal 
Valleys since 2008, an 
administrator in the Western 
Sydney Region in 2007-2008, 
a region leader on the Central 
Coast from 2001-2006 and 
an acting district leader at 
Warners Bay, Ourimbah and 
Point Koonarong at various 
times.

She was the district leader 
for Gosford City from 1998-
2001, district leader at Niagara 
Park from 1991-1996, support 
group president from 1982-
1985 and local association 
adviser for the Central Coast, 
1989-1995.

Susan was the support 
group member at Wyoming 
and Niagara Park from 
1980-1991 and has been a 
teacher at Our Lady of the 
Rosary Catholic School in 
the Entrance for 23 years and 
held various positions on the 
school’s P and F in Wyoming 
from 1979-1985.

Email, 16 Jan 2012 
Adrian Bey, 

Government House

Medal for 
guides trainer

Narara resident Ms Susan Carr has received 
an Order of Australia Medal for her service 
to youth through Girl Guides Australia.
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Fire and Rescue NSW 
(FRNSW) crews received a 
number of Triple Zero (000) 
calls from 2.40am.

A total of eight fi re trucks 
were despatched, with 70 
fi re-fi ghters, including both 
permanent and retained 
(on-call), fi ghting the blaze 
for four hours, using hoses 
and spraying from aerial 
booms.

The fi re was believed to 
have started in One Stop 
Fashion, before spreading 
to Amaze N Play and 
Casey’s Toys.

The fi re engulfed the toy 
shop, but fi re-fi ghters were 
able to save the adjoining 
JB HiFi store, and the Roads 
and Maritime Authority 
offi ce.

They used Thermal 
Imaging cameras to check 
for any fi re spots.

FRNSW fi re-fi ghters 
also prevented fi re from 
spreading to the Harvey 

Norman outlet on Karalta 
Lane, which backed onto 
the properties affected on 
Karalta Rd, or the nearby 
Good Guys outlet.

FRNSW Zone 
Commander Superintendent 
David Turner said he was 
proud of the fi re-fi ghters 
who battled the blaze.

“The fi re spread very 
quickly because of the high 
fi re load inside some of 
the commercial premises, 
but the techniques we 
used, including a ‘wall of 
water’ from our hoses and 
aerial pumper, stopped it 
spreading further and saved 
some valuable property,” 
Superintendent Turner said.

“It was a long night, but 
I am proud of all the fi re-
fi ghters for their work.”

Media release, 
15 Jun 2012 

Tom Cooper, FRNSW
Photos: Greg Burch

Fire destroys
 Erina shops 

Three retail outlets in Erina were damaged 
by a fi re in the early hours of the morning 
on Friday, June 15.
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The Coast Community 
Centre is a community 
partnership that involves 
government departments, 
welfare agencies, 
businesses, churches, 
schools and volunteers 
working together to provide 
support and meals to those 
in need.

The facility enables 
peoples to connect, build 
friendships, feel part of their 
community and either obtain 
or provide assistance.

The Centre provides 
access to a range of 

support services and help 
to those doing it tough to 
maintain their tenancies and 
mortgages.

Much of this assistance 
works towards what the 
Federal Government refers 
to as “turning off the tap” in 
addressing homelessness.

It focuses on intervening 
early and providing a wide 
range of support to help 
people overcome their 
crises. 

The Coast Community 
Centre is an energy effi cient 
building and includes solar 

panels to reduce energy 
consumption and generate 
renewable energy credits 
to be fed back to the grid, 
a water tank to reuse 
rainwater for toilets and 
gardens, energy effi cient 
air conditioning, energy 
saving lighting throughout 
the building, water saving 
showers for clients and a 
laundry fi tted with energy 
and water effi cient machines 
for clients.

It provides fi ve 
consultation offi ces to 
deliver services, a disability 

lift, which will provide access 
to the restaurant, offi ces 
and meeting rooms from 
street level, administrative 
offi ces to manage Coast 
Shelter’s various programs, 
security-intercom system 
to provide added safety 
to volunteers serving 
meals, a large meeting and 
conference room available 
to community groups, 
computer and telephone 
networking and a 70 seat 
restaurant where free 
meals will be provided by 
volunteers.

Services provided by 
Coast Shelter and other 
agencies include tenancy 

advice and advocacy, No 
Interest Loans (NILS) for 
people on low incomes 
to purchase essential 
household items, free legal 
advice every Monday by 
Central Coast Community 
Legal Centre, regular 
visits from Centrelink 
community engagement 
offi cer, energy vouchers 
(EAPA) to help people 
having diffi culty paying 
gas and-or electricity bills, 
pharmaceutical assistance 
to fi ll prescriptions for clients 
experiencing fi nancial 
hardship, food hampers 
made up from donated 
items, Rentstart kiosk 

providing a link to Housing 
NSW via fax and phone for 
rent assistance, shower and 
laundry facilities available 
every day, fresh towels, 
toiletries and clothes, free 
shampoo and haircuts every 
week, free podiatry check-
ups every three months, 
visits from Mobile Oral 
Health Van, assistance with 
furniture and whitegoods 
from donations and a 
Men’s Shed which operates 
Monday and Friday each 
week.

Media release,
 29 Oct 2012 

Vicki de Carle, 
Coast Shelter

Prime Minister opens 
community centre

The new Laurie Maher Coast Community Centre in Gosford was 
offi cially opened on Friday, November 2.

Coast Shelter’s Vicki de Carle, Laurie Maher, Prime Minister Ms Julia Gillard, Member for Robertson Ms Deborah O’Neill, Gavin Shepherd, and Penny Williams of Coast Shelter
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Gosford Council 
under new management

Open for business
Gosford Council 

has launched a 
new campaign 

which general 
manager Mr Paul 
Anderson said would 
change the way 
business is done in 
Gosford City.

Mr Anderson said the 
campaign was about 
increasing effi ciency and 
accountability and making 
it easy to do business in 
Gosford.

"Since beginning in my 
role as general manager 
earlier this year, I have 
come to see the great 
potential in Gosford City," 
said Mr Anderson.

"As a community, we 
must seize the opportunities 
that exist to help our region 
thrive and prosper, actively 
seeking out prospects for 
economic sustainability.

"Making ourselves 
an attractive area for 
investment and growth must 
begin with improvements 
within our organisation.

"We need to become a 
more accessible council to 
prospective investors and 
more importantly to our 
residents who utilise our 
services day to day.

In line with increasing 
effi ciency within the 
community, Council 
has adopted a new 
organisational structure.

"We need to change the 
way we do business," said 
Mr Anderson.

"At this point, we have 

relocated business units so 
that we are a whole heap 
easier to do business with.

"We need to align our 
economic outcomes to 
have the development of 
our community.

"We need to change 
our culture and public 
perception.

"We need to deliver 

on the commitments we 
make and we need to let 
this be the indicator of our 
success.

As part of its 
campaign, Council staff 
have determined 808 
development applications 
worth over $135 million in 
the past six months.

"These developments 

indicate that investor 
confi dence is alive and 
well in Gosford City; things 
are looking up," said Mr 
Anderson.

Mayor Cr Lawrie McKinna 
said the developments 
illustrated "that confi dence 
is returning to the Gosford 
CBD and that Council's 
CBD strategy is starting to 

show results".
"We know the community 

needs to see things 
changing to fully support 
the Open for Business 
initiative and we hope they 
can see the changes this 
campaign brings.

"It's an easy thing to talk 
positively about where we 
live and that is the fi rst step 

in the right direction," said 
mayor Cr McKinna.

Mr Anderson has also 
thanked previous Councils 
for providing a strong 
foundation as the platform 
for moving forward.

"Hopefully we can 
build on the relationships 
established by the previous 
Council and work together 
in realising the aspirations 
of our community.

"This campaign isn't 
about me, or about 
Council, it is about our 
entire community coming 
together to revitalise, 
rebrand and re-emerge as 
leaders to make Gosford 
a major competitor on 
a regional, national and 
international scale," said Mr 
Anderson.

Mr Anderson also 
pledged Council's support 
to the latest proposal for 
the Gosford Waterfront 
development.

"Council is happy with 
the latest proposal for the 
redevelopment of Gosford 
Waterfront as it allows each 
stage to be managed in 
consultation with affected 
parties and the broader 
community.

"It is exciting to all of us 
that things are happening 
on the Gosford Waterfront 
and across the Gosford 
CBD; fi nally we are 
beginning to see changes 
for the better in our city, 
said Mr Anderson.

Media Release, 
8 APR 2013

Gosford Council 

Gosford Council is under new management
Photo: ValsPix
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Seven million 
dollars has 
been secured 

towards the 
Kibbleplex project, 
a learning and 
development centre 
in Gosford based at 
the former Gosford 
Town Centre 
shopping precinct, to 
help grow local jobs 
on the Central Coast.

Minister for Families and 
Community Services Ms 
Jenny Macklin and Member 
for Robertson Ms Deborah 
O’Neill announced the 
funding on Monday, August 
19.

Kibbleplex is expected 
to help revitalise the 
Gosford central business 
district and be a centre of 
excellence for innovation 
on the Central Coast.

Minister Macklin said 
the rollout of the National 
Broadband Network on 
the Central Coast would 
underpin local jobs growth 
into the future.

“The National Broadband 
Network will make 
local businesses more 
productive – their internet 
services will be accessible, 
fast and cheap,” Minister 
Macklin said.

“It will mean new ways 
of doing business here on 
the Central Coast and that 
is where the Kibbleplex 
comes in.

“Kibbleplex will harness 
the new opportunities 
presented by Federal 
Labor’s NBN by creating a 

hub for business, education 
and innovation all under 
one roof.”

The Rudd Labor 
Government will partner 
with Gosford Council, the 
University of Newcastle, 
and private enterprise to 
deliver the project.

It which will involve the 
refurbishment of the fi rst 
fl oor of the former Town 
Centre building to create 
space for a regional library, 
offi ces, classrooms, and 
meeting rooms, as well as 
a teleworking hub.

Ms O’Neill said that it 
would be a one-stop shop 
for innovation in Gosford.

“The rollout of the NBN 
has breathed new life into 
Gosford, and Kibbleplex 
will change the way we 
do business here on the 
Central Coast, creating new 
opportunities for telework 
and making sure that locals 
can cut their commute and 
work close to home,” Ms 
O’Neill said.

“People on the Central 
Coast are hardworking and 
innovative.

“We have already seen 
high paying research and 
development jobs coming 
to Gosford.

“Kibbleplex will build on 
that, and will help Gosford 
to reach its potential and 
create more local jobs and 
training opportunities.”

Funding for this project 
is from the latest round of 
the Regional Development 
Australia Fund, which is 
provided for in the budget.

Gosford Council general 
manager Mr Paul Anderson 
welcomed the funding and 

said the project would 
move ahead regardless of 
the result of the September 
7 election.

“Kibbleplex is set to 
give new life to the Gosford 
CBD, generating new 
business on the back of 
the rollout of the National 
Broadband Network (NBN).

“The early rollout of the 
NBN along with this new 
project will benefi t already 
established business and 
those looking to relocate to 
Gosford.

“Kibbleplex will tap into 

the wide ranging benefi ts 
of the NBN and be a state-
of-the-art hub for education 
and business while also 
promoting job creation here 
in the city centre,” said Mr 
Anderson.

Central Coast Regional 
Development Corporation 
(CCRDC) chairman Mr John 
Taylor said the organisation 
viewed education as a key 
driver for economic growth 
and vitality within the 
Central Coast region. 

Earlier this year, CCRDC 
signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding with the 
University of Newcastle 
to establish a university 
presence in the Gosford 
city centre. 

“A university campus 
in Gosford would improve 
the vibrancy of both the 
regional city and the 
regional economy.

“The Federal 
government’s contribution 
of $7 million towards the 
establishment of Kibbleplex 
is great for the revitalisation 
of Gosford.

“CCRDC will continue 
to work with University of 
Newcastle and other key 
partners, such as Gosford 
City Council, to realise 
the provision of higher 
education in Gosford,” said 
Mr Taylor

Media release, 
20 Aug 2013

Gosford Council Media
Media release, 

19 Aug 2013
Richard Mehrtens, Offi ce 

of Deborah O’Neill MP

Kibbleplex funding a key 
to Gosford revitalisation
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Peter Pearce is 2014 
Citizen of the Year

Gosford City recognised some of its fi nest citizens at the annual 
Gosford City Australia Day Community Awards, held for the fi rst 
time during offi cial Australia Day celebrations in Kibble Park on 

Sunday, January 26.

Local humanitarian 
Peter Pearce was named 
the 2014 Citizen of the 
Year for his ongoing work 
helping those in need 
both in Gosford City and 
around the world. 

Mayor of Gosford 
City Cr Lawrie McKinna 
said hosting the awards 

ceremony on Australia 
Day made this year’s 
event extra special. 

“The Australia Day 
Community Awards 
allow us as a community 
to come together and 
publicly acknowledge 
those who go over and 
above in their respective 

fields.
“The atmosphere at 

this year’s awards was 
fantastic with many 
people out to enjoy 
Australia Day celebrations 
joining the ceremony to 
show their support for the 
nominees and winners.

“We are privileged to 

have such outstanding 
citizens living in our city 
making it a better place for 
us all to live and work and 
I thank all the nominees 
for their commitment 
and passion,” mayor Cr 
McKinna said.

The Australia Day 
Community Awards have 
become an integral event 
on the Gosford City 
calendar with the 2014 
ceremony presided over 
by Gosford City Council 
general manager, Paul 

Anderson and culminating 
in a performance by 
Australian music icon, 
Christine Anu.

Chairman of the 
Australia Day Committee 
Cr Jim Macfadyen said 
that the 2014 award 
winners represent a 
cross section of talent, 
dedication and diversity 
in our community. 

“Nominees across all 
categories have worked 
hard for causes they 
believe in which have 

significantly contributed 
to our local community.

“Judging the Australia 
Day Community Awards 
is never an easy task for 
our judging panel with this 
year being no exception.

“The calibre of entrants 
in the 2014 awards is a 
measure of the wonderful 
people we have in our 
community and the pride 
we should all share to call 
this city our home,” said 
Cr Macfadyen.

...continued on page 3

Australia Day award nominees
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The 5 Lands Walk, a 
scenic 10km walk from 
MacMasters Beach to 
Terrigal, saw a passing 
parade of whales and a 
busy art and entertainment 
programme.

Participants came from 
across the Coast, the State 
and as far as Canada to 
be part of this special 
community event.

Many stayed overnight 
to enjoy Sunday’s Taste 
of Avoca Festival and the 
Copacabana Festival.

High on the list of 
positive participant 
comments included the 
ease of participation, the 
diverse programme of 

entertainment and cultural 
performances, the quality of 
the art exhibition and beach 
installations, the educational 
nature of the workshops and 
discussions, the ‘Welcome 
to Country’ and Smoking 
Ceremonies, the carrying 
of the Message Stick, 
the sightings of whales, 
and the ready availability 
of assistance from the 
enthusiastic volunteers.

“Stunning Winter 
Solstice weather, migrating 
whales, greater out of area 
participation and fabulous 
community involvement 
and support all combined 
to ensure 5 LandsWalk 2014 
was the greatest yet,” said 

5 Lands Walk Committee 
president Con Ryan.

“Participation numbers 
were in excess of 17,000, 
far beyond last year’s tally 
of 13,000 and included a 
stunning 80% increase in 
out of area registrants. 

“Importantly the numbers 
of volunteers to assist with 
the diverse and complex 
logistics of the event were 
also up, making for a great 
day for all concerned. 

“My thanks go to 
the ethnic and local 
communities, arts and 
school groups, all of whom 
gave freely of their time 
to help make this such a 
wonderful community event.

“So too, to the local, State 
and Federal Governments, 
sponsors, media colleagues 
and organising committee 
members, whose support 
for the event has been 
amazing and whose ongoing 
commitment to this amazing 
event makes it possible.” 

Member for Robertson 
Ms Lucy Wicks spoke in 
Parliament on Monday, June 
23, and praised the event.

“The 5 Lands is about a 
celebration of all it means 
to be Australian, and along 
each of the 5 Lands, people 
were treated to a wonderful 
cultural mix of Indigenous 
dance, and Greek, Chinese, 
African, Irish and Latino 
festivities,” said Ms Wicks.

“There’s a real sense of 
connection cultivated by 
this annual walk, which is all 

about connecting people to 
people and people to place. 

“I’ve done the Walk 
several times, and I’ve 
got many fond memories, 
memories that will last a 
lifetime.

“This year, the Opening 
Ceremony at MacMasters 
Beach Surf Life Saving Club 
was again disrupted as we 
turned mid-speeches to 
watch a whale breach the 
surface of the water.

“It was a breathtaking 
sight. 

“The 5 Lands Walk is 
rightly becoming one of 
the biggest tourism events 
of the year on the Central 
Coast. 

“One of reasons the 5 
Lands Walk is so successful 
is because it is run by a 
dedicated and passionate 

team of volunteers and 
today I rise to honour 
and thank them for their 
commitment and vision, 
especially Executive 
Committee members 
including President Con 
Ryan, Tony Powell, Pauline 
Wright and Lindsay 
Cunningham, as well as the 
many sponsors, surf clubs 
and around 500 volunteers 
that have made the 5 Lands 
Walk such a unique and 
memorable event on the 
Central Coast calendar,” 
said Ms Wicks.

Media release, 
24 Jun 2014

David Fellows, 
5 Lands Walk

Media release, 
23 Jun 2014

Tim Sowden, offi ce of 
Lucy Wicks MP

5 Lands Walk 
exceeds all expectations

Over 17,000 locals and visitors participated in the 5 Lands Walk 
held on Saturday, June 21.

Walkers enroute from MacMasters Beach and (inset) Swimsuit sculpture by Avoca artist Wilhelmina Vilar
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Remembrance Day remembered 

Crs Vicki Scott, Deanna 
Bocking and Hillary Morris 
voted against the decision.

Kibble Park is classifi ed 
as ‘Community’ land and 
zoned RE1 under the LEP 
2014.

The former site of Eliza 

St that bisects Kibble Park 
is classifi ed as ‘Operational’ 
land and zoned RE1 under 
the LEP 2014.

Council will now lodge 
the relevant documentation 
to subdivide and reclassify 
the library and Kibble Park 

Cafe portions of Kibble 
Park to ‘Operational’ and 
commence processes to 
rezone the two portions 
along with the former site 
of Eliza St to an appropriate 
zoning to allow current and 
future uses.

According to the report to 
council by the Department 
of Community Growth, 
the Gosford City Library 
will relocate to the nearby 
‘Kibbleplex’ facility and the 
current library building will 
be used for another, yet to 
be determined use.

The Kibble Park Cafe 
building is currently used 
for commercial restaurant 

activities and this is likely to 
continue into the future

The report stated that 
in order to deal with the 
current and possible future 
uses and any lease tenures 
of the library and Kibble 
Park Cafe buildings, it is 
recommended that the 
two portions of land be 
subdivided from the main 
Kibble Park site, reclassifi ed 

and rezoned appropriately 
to allow for commercial 
uses.

Cr Gabby Bowles was 
a strong advocate for the 
rezoning and said it was the 
sensible thing to do. 

Gosford Council agenda 
GRO.26, 28 Oct 2014

Part of Kibble Park to be
 rezoned for commercial use

Gosford Council has given consent, although not unanimously, 
to the lodgement of applications to subdivide, reclassify and 
rezone the land occupied by Gosford City Library, Kibble Park 

Cafe and former Eliza St portions of Kibble Park, Gosford.

The Remembrance Day ceremony in Gosford on November 11
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The plan has attracted 
high interest from all parts of 
the community over the past 
three years, receiving more 
than 1500 submissions 
during the public exhibition 
period. 

The adopted plan will 
now be forwarded to the 
Department of Planning and 
Infrastructure for Ministerial 
approval.

Mayor of Gosford Cr 
Laurie Maher praised the 
extensive work by Council 
staff in developing the LEP 
and also acknowledged 
the role of widespread 
community consultation 
and public exhibition as to 
why such a favourable result 
had been achieved for the 
City of Gosford.

As a result of the public 
exhibition period from 
February 10, 2010, to April 
8, 2010, submissions were 
grouped into four themes 
comprising environment, 
business, community and 

miscellaneous.
“Council staff have 

worked tirelessly over a 
number of years through 
the community consultation 
process to allow our 
community to help create 
the blueprint for the direction 
of the entire Gosford LGA.

Deputy mayor Cr Craig 
Doyle said the LEP has 
been a “very trying process 
and I’m very glad it’s over”.

“The last time one of 
these was done was 1979 
so it’s been a long time 
since we’ve gone to such 
depth from my point of 
view,” he said.

“It’s not the ultimate 
solution it’s probably maybe 
a 90 per cent solution.

“We’ve still got a few 
things that we need to 
review and do.

“It will be an ongoing 
change, for such a 
signifi cant document.

“It’s been four years in 
the making it’s a great relief 

in its current state to have it 
forwarded to the minister,” 
said Cr Doyle.

“We’re not going to make 
everybody happy with this.

“There are winners and 
there are losers,” he said,

Cr Chris Holstein agreed 
that “not everyone will be 
satisfi ed but that was always 
going to be the case”.

“These zoning changes 
started by former planning 
minister Frank Sartor 
several years ago has raised 
much debate in that time.

“I believe council did 
well on a very diffi cult and 
complex issue,” he said.

Mayor Cr Maher said 
the document is a great 
outcome for the Gosford 
Local Government Area and 
a signifi cant achievement 
for Council.

“I look forward to seeing 
the benefi ts for both the 
community and local 
environment,” he said.

Gosford City Council’s 

Local Environment Plan 
forwarded to the Minister

Gosford Council has adopted the Gosford Draft Local Environment 
Plan 2009 (DLEP) at an Extraordinary Council Meeting on 
Tuesday, May 31.

Director of Environment 
and Planning Ms Colleen 
Worthy-Jennings said 
the plan will focus on a 
number of key areas, while 
still protecting our natural 
environment.

“The adoption of the 
LEP will focus employment 
opportunities around 
centres and industrial 
areas to cater for future 
growth, whilst reinforcing 
the protection of Gosford’s 
unique environment and in 
particular the Coastal Open 
Space System (COSS). 

The plan will provide to 
the community a modern 
document in a format 
consistent with other 
Councils,” added Ms 
Worthy-Jennings.

Council Agenda ENV 34, 
31 May 2011

Media Release, 
31 May 2011

Media Statement, 
2 June 2011

Chris Holstein
Media Statement, 

2 June 2011
Craig Doyle

The move was welcomed 
by member for Dobell 
Mr Craig Thomson and 
member for Robertson Ms 
Deborah O’Neill.

Ms O’Neill said she is 
looking forward to working 
with her Central Coast 
colleagues at all levels of 
government to make sure 
the F3 to M2 Link gets 
priority for future funding.

 “Craig and I understand 
how important the F3 is 
in the daily lives of Central 
Coast commuters and 
the key role it plays in our 
regional economy.

“A strong alliance across 
the Central Coast, Northern 
Sydney and beyond gives us 
the best chance of ensuring 
the F3 to M2 Link doesn’t 
get overlooked when the 
O’Farrell Government 
decides its infrastructure 
priorities,” said Mr O’Neill.

Ms O’Neill is urging 
Central Coast commuters 
to join her in pressuring 
the O’Farrell Liberal 
Government to do its fair 
share to deliver an F3-M2 
Link.

“On Sunday 15 May 
the Federal Treasurer 
Wayne Swan said he 
would seriously consider 
any proposal the NSW 
Government put forward to 
him on an F3 to M2 Link,” 
said Ms O’Neill.

“Sadly, Liberal 
representatives across the 
Central Coast have backed 
away from taking their fair 
share of the load,” she said.

To kick off her campaign 
Ms O’Neill held a community 
meeting on Saturday, 
May 28, at Kariong 

Neighbourhood Centre.
“Central Coast residents 

don’t have time for a blame 
game,” said Ms O’Neill.

“We need this critical 
piece of infrastructure.

“Every hour on the road 
is an hour away from family, 
friends and our Coast 
lifestyle,” said Ms O’Neill.

“For a massive $5 billion 
project like the F3-M2 Link, 
the only way we can move 
forward is by locking in state 
funding and private funding, 
as well as federal funding.

“That’s why I was alarmed 
to hear the Liberal Minister 
for the Central Coast, Chris 
Hartcher’s comments on the 
F3-M2 issue.

“He said: ‘The F3-M2 Link 
is a federal responsibility’.

“In light of Mr Hartcher’s 
denial of responsibility, it is 
clear to me that someone 
on the Coast needs to 
take the lead in getting this 
important infrastructure 
project on track. 

“That’s why over the 
coming weeks I will work 
to form an F3-M2 Alliance 
with like-minded people 
from the Central Coast, 
Northern Sydney, transport 
and commuter groups, with 
a view to getting the NSW 
Government to take this 
project seriously,” she said.

Media Release, 
26 May 2011

Matt Pulford, Offi ce of 
Deborah O’Neill MP

Media Release,
22 May 2011

Matt Pulford, Offi ce of 
Deborah O’Neill MP

See page 5 for 
opposition response

Councils 
argue for 
F3 link

Gosford and Wyong Council’s have both 
passed resolutions to form a whole 
of government regional partnership 

to argue for the long-awaited F3 to M2 link 
which is currently on hold by the NSW Liberal 
Government.

Aerial view of Gosford and the surrounding area
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Gosford Council’s 
general manager Mr Peter 
Wilson said the rollout is 
the product of a regional 
approach from organisations 
across the Central Coast.

“We have worked 
collaboratively with Wyong 
Shire Council, Regional 
Development Australia 
Central Coast, State and 
Federal Members, local 
community groups, and 
business leaders within 
the region to gain this key 
infrastructure for the benefi t 
of our community.

 “The rollout of the NBN 

will represent a signifi cant 
leap in the communications 
capabilities available to 
residents and businesses 
within the Gosford CBD and 
Long Jetty,” said Mr Wilson.

Mr Wilson said that 
current projects within the 
Gosford CBD will benefi t 
considerably from early 
access to the NBN.

“The rollout of the 
NBN will assist in the 
redevelopment of the 
Gosford CBD in attracting 
organisations to re-locate 
to what will be an ideal 
environment to do business.

“It represents the 
opportunity for training and 
development of youth and 
the unemployed while also 
giving new and existing 
business the chance to 
innovate, grow and develop.

“This is a major boost for 
infrastructure and business 
on the Central Coast and I 
look forward to the immense 
benefi t that will be felt 
across our entire region,” 
said Mr Wilson.

Media Release, 
19 Oct 2011

Gosford Council Media

Council welcomes 
NBN

Gosford Council has welcomed the announcement that the 
Gosford CBD and Long Jetty will be included in the rollout of 
the National Broadband Network (NBN).

At the offi cial ceremony, 
NSW Rural Fire Service 
(NSWRFS) commissioner 
Shane Fitzsimmons thanked 
the Brigade volunteers 
for their commitment, 
and praised them for their 
longstanding and dedicated 
service.

“This purpose-built 
station is a tremendous 
boost for local volunteer fi re-
fi ghters and the community 
they protect, providing them 
with signifi cantly upgraded 
operating and training 
facilities,” commissioner 
Fitzsimmons said.

The commissioner also 
acknowledged the brigade 
for their fundraising efforts 
which helped secure the 
project.

“More than $30,000 was 
raised by the volunteers, 
which is a commendable 

achievement and an 
indication of the brigade’s 
standing within the 
community.

“These funds have 
enabled the brigade to 
acquire many key items 
for the new station, 
including offi ce furniture, 
an additional rainwater tank 
and whitegoods.

“This new station 
represents the Matcham-
Holgate Brigade’s 
commitment to the bush fi re 
and emergency protection 
of their community,” he said.

C o m m i s s i o n e r 
Fitzsimmons said the new 
station included space for 
three fi re-fi ghting trucks, 
storage for essential 
equipment, kitchen facilities, 
additional training space and 
improved operations and 
administrative resources.

“The Matcham-Holgate 
Brigade has a proud 
history of protecting its 
local community for more 
than fi ve decades, as well 
as towns and cities further 
afi eld when the call for help 
has gone out.

“I congratulate the 
members for their hard 
work in bush fi res and other 
emergencies and thank 
them for their unwavering 
dedication, both to the NSW 
Rural Fire Service and their 
community.

“I am sure this new facility 
will serve them well into 
the future,” commissioner 
Fitzsimmons said.

Media release, 
15 Oct 2011

NSW RFS State Duty 
Media Offi cer

The news came after 
NBN Co, the company 
established to construct and 
operate the NBN, released 
its inaugural 12-month 
national rollout plan.

The plan on the Central 
Coast is to connect to 
11,200 premises in Gosford 
and 11,600 premises in Long 
Jetty, before progressing to 
other areas.

“This is exciting news 
and further evidence that 
the NBN is well and truly 
a reality, rolling out on the 
Central Coast and right 
across Australia,” said 
member for Shortland Ms 
Jill Hall.

“This result is a testament 
to what we can achieve on 
the Central Coast when we 
work together.”

Member for Dobell 
Mr Craig Thomson said 
investment in the NBN was 
essential for the Central 
Coast to be part of an 
innovative knowledge-
based Australian economy 
in the future.

“This will be an enormous 
boost for Long Jetty and, 
in time, across the whole 
Coast,” said Mr Thomson.

“When complete, the 
NBN will provide access to 
high-speed broadband to 
100 per cent of Australian 
premises.

“Under Labor, every 
home, school, hospital and 
business will receive high-
speed broadband via the 
NBN – no one will miss out.” 

Member for Robertson 
Ms Deborah O’Neill 
described the educational 
benefi ts of the rollout as 
“massive”.

“High-speed broadband 
will change the way schools 
such as Henry Kendall, 
Tuggerah Lakes Secondary 
College The Entrance 
Campus, and Gorokan High 
access information and 
communicate with each 
other.

“The NBN will 
provide opportunities for 
collaborative learning 
between institutions in 
Australia and overseas.

“The rollout is fantastic 
news for Gosford, 
connecting us to the global 
economy.

“It will provide a great 
incentive for the long-
awaited revitalisation of 

the city centre and its 
surrounds,” she said.

Ms Hall also welcomed 
the improvement the NBN 
would mean for regional 
healthcare services.

 “Video consultations, 
remote and real time 
diagnosis of tests and 
scans, and the high-speed 
secure transfer of medical 
imaging and patient records 
will soon become possible,” 
said Ms Hall.

All Central Coast Labor 
members paid tribute to 
the work of Dave Abrahams 
and Edgar Adams of the 
Central Coast Broadband 
Steering Group, Gosford 
and Wyong Councils, and 
Regional Development 
Australia Central Coast for 
their combined efforts in 
delivering an early rollout.

 “Our united approach 
was a key factor in our 
successful lobbying for an 
early rollout on the Coast,” 
said the three Labor MPs.

Media Release, 
18 Oct 2011

Matt Pulford, Offi ce of 
Deborah O’Neill MP

GBID manager Mr Paul 
Brasch said: “Today’s (18 
October) announcement 
by member for Robertson 
Deborah O’Neill, the 
member for Shortland Jill 
Hill and the member for 
Dobell Craig Thomson that 

Gosford and Long Jetty 
will be the fi rst areas on the 
Central

Coast to benefi t from 
the NBN fi bre rollout is very 
welcomed news.”

“We applaud this 
announcement and 

look forward to Gosford 
businesses and homes 
enjoying a high-speed 
and effi cient broadband 
service,” said Mr Brasch.

Media Release, 
18 Oct 2011

Paul Brasch, GBID

Gosford to receive 
fi bre optics fi rst

Matcham-Holgate fi re 
station opened

GBID welcomes NBN
The Gosford Business Improvement District (GBID) has welcomed 

the news that Gosford will be one of the fi rst areas on the Central 
Coast to receive the National Broadband Network rollout in 2012.

NBN Co has announced that construction works for the NBN fi bre 
rollout will begin at Gosford and Long Jetty by April next year. 

The new $479,000 Matcham-Holgate Rural Fire Brigade fi re 
station was offi cially opened on Saturday, October 15.
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He commenced by 
referring to the previous 
day as a very black day 
for Gosford City.

He said that as a result 
of Council’s unanimous 
decision to progress 
only stage one of the 
project to the Minister 
for endorsement, he 
visited the Central Coast 
Regional Development 
Corporation (CCRDC) to 
discuss the future of the 
project.

He claimed that, 
at this meeting, the 
general manager and the 
chairman both informed 
him that they believed the 
project to be “dead in the 
water”.

The mayor went on to 
say that stage one of the 
project currently lacked 
funding, and that he was 
therefore going to speak 
to the NSW premier in 
order to see whether 
the state government 
was prepared to provide 
financial assistance for 
that part of the project.

He went on to criticise 
the media, by claiming that 
the project was killed by 
an aggressively negative 
campaign against it.

According to the 
mayor, the project was 
put on display in order 
to get feedback from the 
public, however, some of 
the feedback had been 
extremely negative and, 
as a result, the entire 
project is in doubt.

He said that he felt 
that some people were 
against all development in 
Gosford, and that the city 

would suffer as a result, 
citing the failed Spurbest 
project as an example.

The project to which 
the mayor was referring 
involved a $105 million 
proposal submitted to 
Council in early 2003, 
authored by property 
development group 
Spurbest. 

If completed, the 
project would have 
seen a six-tower mix 
of residential, hotel, 
commercial, retail and 
cinema buildings spread 
along Mann St and the 
waterfront, amounting 
to 18 storeys in a seven 
storey zone (scaled 
down from the 24 storeys 
which were in the initial 
proposal).

Council opposed the 
development at the time 
on the basis of its height 
and proposed aesthetics.

The State Government 
at the time, as overseen 
by Bob Carr, was 
supportive of the proposal 
and employed ex-Sydney 
City planner and Planning 
Institute president John 
McInerney to resolve 
the issues prior to the 
upcoming election.

However, his efforts, 
in addition to those of 
his successors Frank 
Sartor and Bill Kerr, were 
unsuccessful.

Further information 
was sought from CCRDC 
but at the time of going to 
press a response had not 
been received

Cec Bucello, 
14 Mar 2012

“Black day” 
for 

Gosford

At a Gosford City Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (GCCCI) luncheon held on 
Wednesday, March 14, at the Gosford 

Golf and Function Centre, Gosford mayor Cr 
Laurie Maher spoke about the progress of the 
Gosford Landing project.

The Gillard Government 
has committed $28.59 
million to the project 
along with a $10 million 
contribution from the NSW 
Government.

“Today we’ve achieved 
another milestone in 
bringing a cancer centre to 
Gosford and that’s going 
to make a big difference to 
this community because at 
the moment people have to 
travel for cancer treatment, 
either in Newcastle or 
Sydney, with all of the 
additional stress and strain 
that means for them, at 
what is for them already a 
diffi cult time of their lives,” 
Prime Minister Gillard said.

“All week in Parliament 
we’ve been talking about 

our labor vision of the future.
“Our plan is to make sure 

our national prosperity is 
used to benefi t the many, 
not the few.

“To make sure that the 
vast mass of Australians, 
working people and retirees, 
get to see the benefi ts of 
national prosperity, and 
that’s one of the things 
that we can say is being 
achieved today with this 
new health infrastructure.”

The regional cancer 
centre will include a 
comprehensive radiation 
therapy and an associated 
cancer service facility at 
Gosford, and a satellite 
multidisciplinary clinic 
and day oncology unit at 
Wyong Hospital to provide 

cancer services, including 
prevention and screening 
treatment, palliative and 
support care for local 
people.

Construction began on 
the Cancer Centre in July 
last year and the project is 
expected to be complete by 
March next year.

“To have seen the 
bunkers poured today and 
to know the community 
support that’s been behind 
persuading the Federal 
Labor government to 
commit $28 million to 
getting it off the ground 
is a great achievement,” 
Member for Robertson, Ms 
Deborah O’Neill said.

The Government has 
allocated $670 million 

to projects to help close 
the gap in outcomes for 
patients in regional areas 
and are in the process of 
constructing 24 Regional 
Cancer Centres.

Eighteen of the projects 
are now under construction, 
have early works underway 
or are in the design phase.

“Labor’s health reforms 
are also providing more 
health services closer to 
home, with more than 60 GP 
Super Clinics, including the 
Southern Central Coast GP 
Super Clinic in Robertson, 
more than 400 primary health 
care infrastructure grants, 
4600 practice nurses, and 
telehealth consultations”, 
Prime Minister Gillard said..

Media Release, 
23 Mar 2012 

Annie Williams, Offi ce of 
Julia Gillard PM

Prime Minister marks 
progress of regional

 cancer centre

Prime Minister Julia Gillard and MP Deborah O’Neill together 
marked another step towards the establishment of a cancer 
centre at Gosford Hospital on Friday, March 23, with the pouring 

of concrete for one of three radiation oncology bunkers at the new 
Central Coast Regional Cancer Service.
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All of the nomination 
forms for Central Coast 
Alliance were completed 
and handed to one of 
the candidates on Cr 
Freewater’s ticket to submit 
while he was in Scotland 
supporting his son in the 
world championships of 
highland dancing.

“This person decided to 
wait until half an hour before 
the close of nominations 
to submit the paperwork 
and then realised that they 
hadn’t brought the form 
with all the candidates’ 
signatures.

“Subsequently, they 
went home to look for it and 

by the time they got back, 
nominations had closed.

“Therefore, not only did 
they not submit the group 
nomination, they didn’t 
submit [the forms for] any of 
the candidates at all.

“That’s it - all over red 
rover,” said Cr Freewater.

The person handling the 
nominations for the Central 
Coast Alliance came into 
the offi ce of Ducks Crossing 
Publications shortly after 
nominations had closed to 
cancel booked advertising 
in view of missing the 
deadline.

He said he was 
“devastated” in missing the 

nominations by one minute 
and was too upset to make 
further comment.

Number fi ve on the ticket 
Mr Jake Cassar said he was 
disappointed and it was 
unfortunate it was left until 
the last half an hour.

“I guess the whole 
group should take some 
responsibility to a point.

“It’s remarkable how it 
could come down to those 
last few minutes, but rules 
are rules.

“The real losers in this 
are the community because 
I think we had a really, 
really great team of genuine 
community leaders that are 

out there in the community 
making a difference.

“Me personally, I’m not 
deterred from any of the 
things I’m doing for the 
environment and social 
justice,” he said.

Cr Freewater said he had 
worked hard for the last four 
years to clean up Gosford 
Council and had made a 
pretty good fi st of it.

“I saved Coastal Open 
Space System (COSS) from 
getting a recreation zoning 
that would allow sporting 
fi xtures and hotels; I got the 
entrance [to Brisbane Water] 
dredged so boats wouldn’t 
get trashed on the rocks; I 
helped secure Bambara.

“I showed the community 
that they can stand up 
to Gosford Council and 

expose them.
“I also played a major role 

in the retiring of the general 
manager and so now we 
can make a clean start with 
a new one.

“My concern is that many 
of the old councillors will 
still be there and I believe it 
would be better if the new 
Council were to grow out of 
fresh, fertile soil.

“So with this in mind, 
please don’t vote Labor, 
Liberal, Central Coast First 
or Craig Doyle; you’ll just 
be throwing the same old 
fertiliser on the new general 
manager.

“I think Kate da Costa 
and Hillary Morris would 
be excellent councillors if 
you don’t mind the fact that 
they’re Greens. 

“I’d like to thank all those 
people in the community 
that have supported me and 
written to me or called me 
to thank me for things I’ve 
done.

“It was really good to 
hear people say ‘thank you’.

“I’m just sorry I won’t be 
there for another term to 
‘keep up the good fi ght’,” 
said Cr Freewater.

He said he would now 
be able to return to being 
a marine scientist and 
spending more time with his 
family. 

Email, 9 Aug 2012 
Peter Freewater, 

Horsfi eld Bay
Kaitlin Watts, 10 Aug 2012 

Jake Cassar, 
West Gosford

Central Coast Alliance 
fail to nominate

Central Coast Alliance candidates now unable to stand for Council election

Gosford Cr Peter Freewater has said so long to local government 
after his nine candidate party failed to submit its nomination 
forms in time.
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In preparation for the 
expected conditions a pre-
emptive emergency, under 
section 44 of the Rural Fires 
Act, was declared for the 
Gosford Local Government 
area.

The emergency 
declaration provided the 
incident management team 
with the ability to coordinate 
interagency resources and 
have access to support 
agency resources and funding 
if it was required.

An Incident Management 
Team (IMT) was established 
at the Fire Control Centre 
at Kariong, representing 
the various coordination 
agencies.

IMT’s are generally set up 
once an incident develops to 

a signifi cant or major level.
In this case, the weather 

conditions and fi re activity 
across the State resulted 
in a pre-emptive IMT being 
established.

In addition, a Rural Fire 
Service strike team consisting 
of fi ve heavy tankers and crew 
remained on standby at the 
Fire Control Centre for quick 
response.

Fire and Rescue NSW also 
had a Strike positioned on the 
Central Coast.

These were in addition to 
the normal availability of fi re 
crews.

Support crews, including 
communications personnel, 
catering, bulk water and 
aviation specialists were 
also placed on standby and 
assisted behind the scenes 

to bolster the fi re fi ghting 
capabilities.

Fire spotting air craft was 
also deployed across the 
region in addition to the local 
trail bike squad doing their 
regular patrols.

“The preparation and 
readiness of the fi re fi ghters 
and support personnel 
ensured there was an 
immediate response 
capability to incidents on the 
Central Coast,” said NSW 
Rural Fire Service community 
safety offi cer Mr Rolf Poole.

“Spot fi res are likely to 
spread fi res kilometres in front 
of the main fi re front. 

“Accordingly, it is vital 
that fi res are detected and 
reported as quickly as 
possible so that crews can 
respond immediately,” said 
Mr Poole.

A similar approach was 
taken for the heat wave on 
Tuesday, January 8, with 
a pre-emptive emergency 
declared, however, the fi re 
fi ghting resources were not 
required.

Email, 14 Jan 2013
Rolf Poole, 

NSW Rural Fire Service

Pre-emptive emergency 
declared in Gosford LGA

The strike team and catering personnel on standby over the weekend

The NSW Rural 
Fire Service 
undertook a 

number of strategies 
on the Central Coast 
over the weekend of 
January 12 and 13 
in preparation for 
expected heat wave 
conditions.

“There is still a need for 
further refi nement of these 
fi gures, however, it is of great 
assistance to Central Coast 
Charities to allow us to better 
forward plan,” said Coast 
Shelter executive offi cer Mr 
Laurie Maher.

“The very nature of 
homelessness means it will 
always be diffi cult to obtain 
exact fi gures. 

“In this Census the ABS 
have made a genuine attempt 
to collect more accurate 
fi gures which is very helpful. 

“They have quite properly 
included people staying 
temporarily with other house 
holders, couch surfers, 
and those living in severely 
crowded dwellings in the total 
of 1,462 homeless persons on 
the Central Coast.

“While we accept that 
there is still the possibility of 
underestimation, it is great to 
have some hard data to assist 
with forward planning,” Maher 
stated.

“With the help of our 
volunteers, other agencies and 
Government funding, Coast 
Shelter has been able to assist 
increasing numbers of our 
fellow citizens doing it tough,” 

said Mr Maher.
Compared to last 

fi nancial year, Coast Shelter 
has been able to provide 
accommodation to 553 
homeless persons compared 
to 490 persons in the year 
before.

“We were able to provide 
other assistance to 1,983 
persons to help them retain 
their accommodation, fi nd 
other options or at least help 
them cope better with their 
homelessness.

“From our new Coast 

Community Centre, Coast 
Shelter is able to provide 
numerous services including 
legal advice, no interest loans, 
meals, showers, assistance 
with gas and electricity 
bills, tenancy advice and 
even haircuts and podiatry 
checkups,” Maher stated.

“With the increased cost of 
living, higher rents and energy 
costs, more and more people 
are having trouble meeting 
every day expenses. 

“In winter, many families 
are forced to choose between 

heating or eating, and 
unfortunately at Christmas 
time, it is a choice between 
gifts or food.

“As a result of the wonderful 
generosity of the Central 
Coast community, Coast 
Shelter distributed special 
food hampers and gifts to 
make Christmas a little more 
enjoyable for families doing it 
tough,” said Maher.

Media Release,
 21 Dec 2012

Heidi Blyth, Coast Shelter

1462 homeless persons on the Coast
The Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) has, for the fi rst time, 

released a detailed Census report for the Central Coast on 
homelessness.
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The corridor is used by 
some 75,000 cars and 7,000 
trucks a day, with freight 
volumes predicted to nearly 
double within the next two 
decades.

The centrepiece of 
Federal Labor’s plan is $405 
million to bring forward the 
construction of the “missing 
link” between the F3 and 
M2.

As well as delivering 
smoother, quicker driving 
conditions, this new 7.7km 
dual two lane road tunnel 
beneath Pennant Hills Rd 
would also greatly reduce 
traffi c congestion through 
Sydney’s northern suburbs.

The project will be 

delivered in partnership 
with the NSW Government, 
which will provide the same 
amount of upfront funding. 

The balance of the 
required funding will come 
from the private sector, with 
the project expected to go 
to market within months.

In addition to making 
the F3 to M2 Link a 
reality, Federal Labor’s 
plan also funds targeted 
improvements to tackle 
congestion and improve 
safety along the existing 
F3, including widening the 
section between Tuggerah 
and Doyalson, widening the 
section between Kariong 
and Somersby, upgrading 

the Kariong Interchange and 
upgrading the Weakleys Dr 
intersection.

The staged delivery 
of these projects could 
begin as soon as next year 
and will be jointly funded 
by the Federal and NSW 
governments, with each 
contributing $195.8 million.

The extensive upgrade of 
the road corridor between 
Sydney and Central Coast 
is part of the much larger 
Federally-funded capital 
works program currently 
being rolled out across the 
State.

Media Release,  
30 May 2013

Offi ce of Julia Gillard PM

Prime Minister in Kariong 
to reaffi rm F3 upgrade

Prime Minister Julia Gillard joined Federal Infrastructure and 
Transport Minister Anthony Albanese and Member for Robertson 
Ms Deb O’Neill in Kariong on Friday, May 24, to reaffi rm Federal 

Labor’s $600 million plan to ease congestion and cut travel times 
along the F3.

Minister for the Central 
Coast and Member for 
Terrigal Mr Chris Hartcher 
said the intersection 
upgrade funded by the 
NSW Government would 
benefi t motorists by 
improving safety, reducing 
delays and lessening 
congestion. 

“This key intersection 
provides a major road link 

between suburbs of the 
Central Coast and the F3 
to Newcastle and Sydney,” 
Mr Hartcher said.

“Importantly the 
upgraded intersection 
improves safety for 
motorists and cyclists 
by separating traffi c 
movements and minimising 
merges.

“The upgrade has 

extended the existing right 
turn lane and provided a 
second right turn lane from 
the Central Coast Highway 
into Wisemans Ferry Rd. 

“And in another 
benefi t to road users, the 
intersection has opened 
two months ahead of 
schedule.”

Member for Gosford Mr 
Chris Holstein said work on 

the intersection upgrade 
commenced in June last 
year and was carried out 
by Roads and Maritime 
Services.

“Minor fi nishing work 
including improved street 
lighting, building shared 
paths, fi nal line marking 
and median upgrades is 
expected to be completed 
in late July,” Mr Holstein 
said. 

“Traffi c control and 
reduced speed limits will 

be in place where needed 
to ensure the safety of 
workers, motorists and 
other road users.” 

Further features of 
the upgrade included an 
additional left turn lane 
from Wisemans Ferry Rd 
into the Central Coast 
Highway controlled by 
traffi c lights, a continuous 
lane on Wisemans Ferry Rd 
for southbound vehicles 
exiting F3, removing the 
need to merge, a right turn 

bay from Wisemans Ferry 
Rd onto the northbound on 
ramp of the F3 to separate 
traffi c and an off road cycle 
path. 

“I thank motorists 
and nearby residents for 
their ongoing patience 
throughout the upgrade 
and while this essential 
fi nishing work is carried 
out,” Mr Holstein said. 

Media Release, 
24 May 2013

Caroline Hutcherson, 
Offi ce of Chris Hartcher MP

$13 million upgrade offi cially opened
The $13 million upgrade to the Central Coast Highway and 

Wisemans Ferry Rd intersection was fully opened to traffi c on 
Friday, May 24, two months ahead of schedule and on budget. 

Federal Infrastructure and Transport Minister Anthony Albanese, Prime Minister Julia Gillard, Member 
for Robertson Ms Deborah O’Neill and Department of Infrastructure and 

Transport representative Ms Lyn O’Connell
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The new 
timetable for 
NSW trains 

started on Sunday, 
October 20, and 
it appears that for 
those people not 
travelling to the 
major Central Coast 
stations, the changes 
are detrimental.

Dubbed by the NSW 
Department of Transport 
as "the biggest timetable 
change in a generation", the 
changes aim to generate a 
number of benefi ts for NSW 
TrainLink customers.

According to the 
Transport NSW website, 
the new timetable has 
been designed by transport 
experts based on demand, 
with the goal being to 
introduce more trains, 
reduce journey times, make 
services more consistent 
and journeys easier to plan.

Coast Community News 
undertook a comparison of 
the old timetable and the 
new timetable, focusing on 
services between Woy Woy 
and Wyong from 8-9am and 
5-6pm, those times being 
seen as the local peak hour 
each week day.

The biggest difference in 
the morning period affects 
passengers travelling from 
Wyong to Woy Woy, with 
there now being only one 
train running between the 
two stations in that period 
of time.

Passengers used to 
have the choice between 
an 8:25am service and an 
8:50am service, with the 
latter being an all stations 

train.
However, commuters 

now have to catch an 
8:34am train which stops 
only at Tuggerah, Gosford 
and Woy Woy.

Passengers travelling to 
other stations on the line, 
such as Narara and Niagara 
Park, will need to consider 
different services outside 
the period of 8-9am or fi nd 
other means of transport.

However, for those 
travelling between Woy Woy 
and Wyong of a morning, 

the timetable change 
sees the addition of a new 
service.

On the old timetable, the 
8:30am train from Woy Woy 
terminated in Gosford.

Under the new timetable, 
passengers can catch 
an 8:20am service which 
runs all the way through to 
Wyong.

For the afternoon period, 
there remain two services 
from Wyong to Woy Woy in 
the period between 5-6pm.

However, the new 

timetable means commuters 
who fi nish work at 5pm in 
Wyong will wait longer for 
their train home.

The 5:17pm and 5:26pm 
trains are no longer, replaced 
instead by a 5:34pm and a 
5:50pm service.

With the 5:34pm 
stopping only at Tuggerah, 
Gosford and Woy Woy, 
those wishing to travel to 
any of the other stations on 
the line will face a wait time 
of up to 50 minutes from the 
time they fi nish work.

If you are travelling 
directly from Gosford to 
Wyong in the afternoon, the 
new timetable means there 
are six services to choose 
from between 5pm and 
6pm.

However, those 
commuting from Woy Woy 
to Wyong of an afternoon 
still only have one train they 
are able to catch.

Irate local commuter, 
Justin Stanley lives in 
Ourimbah and commutes 
each day to Gosford.

Up until October 20, he 
used to catch the 8:33am 
service from Ourimbah with 
the total journey time being 
approximately fi ve minutes.

He now has to catch an 
8:47am train from Ourimbah 
which stops at all stations 
and takes almost triple the 
time.

It also means he is 15 
minutes late to work each 
day.

"They just changed it 
to affect the people who 
actually work," Mr Stanley 
said. 

The alternative is that 
he catches an earlier train, 
which gets him to work an 
hour early.

The afternoon journey 
is not much better for Mr 
Stanley who will have to wait 
40 minutes if he misses his 
5:08pm train from Gosford 
during peak hour.

This means that school 
children wanting to catch a 
train to school from Niagara 
Park to Gosford to be there 
at 9pm have to be at the 
station an hour earlier at 
8.08am for a 5km trip.

Local stations were 
crowded with school 
children that had been 
caught out by the new time 
table, urgently calling their 
schools on their mobile 
phones advising them that 
they would be at least 15 
minutes late.

At the time Coast 
Community News went to 
press, the NSW Department 
of Transport had not 
responded to requests for 
comment.

Lindsey Chu, 21 Oct 2013

Local commuters lose out - 
up to 50 minutes between trains 

during peak hour
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The DCP builds upon 
the Gosford Waterfront’s 
new land use framework 
and provides detailed 
controls against which to 
assess future development 
applications.

It is based, where 
possible, on Gosford 
Council’s existing controls 
and particularly those 
already approved under the 
2013 DCP.

It outlines the more 
detailed planning provisions 
for the built form such 
as pedestrian amenity, 
access and environmental 
management for future 
development in the Gosford 
Waterfront and establishes 
controls for building 
setbacks and building 
separations to ensure high 
amenity.

Key features of the 

DCP include enhanced 
pedestrian connectivity and 
high quality public domain.

According to the DCP, 
the vision for the Gosford 
Waterfront is to promote 
sustainable growth in a 
manner which will provide 
a catalyst for the wider 
revitalisation of the city 
centre.

“The Gosford Waterfront 
will be a vibrant and active 
mixed use precinct that 
will connect the Gosford 
City Centre to the Brisbane 
Water foreshore,” states the 
Plan.

“The range of available 
public amenities and 
services will attract people 
of all ages to live in the 
Gosford Waterfront and 
Gosford City Centre.

“The foreshore edge will 
be activated and celebrated 

with upgraded open space 
and key public spaces, 
pedestrian walkways and 
cycle ways.”

The DCP lists a number 
of envisaged outcomes 
for the waterfront which 
are to be considered 
in the preparation and 
assessment of development 
applications including: 
an attraction for visitors, 
residents and workers of the 
Gosford Waterfront to enjoy 
the natural beauty of the 
Brisbane Water; high quality 
architecturally designed 
buildings providing a clear 
distinction between public 
and private domains; 
high density residential 
components with high 
amenity and water views, 
proximity to employment, 
services and recreational 
facilities; a new restaurant 

zone based along the 
existing breakwater; high 
quality landscape features 
and embellishments 
attracting visitors and 
improving the recreational 
opportunities for residents 
and workers of the Gosford 
Waterfront and surrounds; 
a network of roads, plazas, 
public spaces, links and 
waterside pathways; 
development sympathetic 
to any signifi cant tree 
standings and ecologically 
sensitive environments; 
potential for new improved 
boating facilities for a 
variety boating of activities 
including public and private 
moorings; and recognition 
of the heritage values of 
the site, while ensuring that 
future development has due 
regard to the signifi cance of 
the item.

The DCP has outlined a 
number of controls in order 
to achieve the intended 
objectives.

These controls include, 
but are not limited to: 
the provision of cultural 
and recreation facilities 
in accessible locations; 
the provision of a major 
pedestrian crossing 
across the Central Coast 
Highway in a central well-
designed location in the 
vicinity of Baker St and 
public plaza; compliance 
of street building alignment 
and street setbacks; 
consistent street or public 
domain frontage heights; 
a maximum fl oor plate size 
for commercial buildings of 
2,200m2 and a maximum 
fl oor plate depth (excluding 
balconies) for residential 
buildings of 20m; minimum 
fl oor to ceiling heights of 
3.3 metres for commercial 
offi ce, 3.5 metres for active 
public uses, such as retail 
and restaurants, and 2.7 
metres for residential; any 
new public spaces to be 
designed so that at least 

50% of the open space 
provided has a minimum 
of three hours of sunlight 
between 9am and 3pm on 
June 21 (Winter Solstice); 
the maximisation of glazing 
for retail uses, but break 
glazing into sections to 
avoid large expanses of 
glass; the maintenance 
of public access to all 
outdoor areas at all times; 
the provision of new 
pedestrian and cycle links 
between Baker St, Gosford 
City Highway, Dane Dr and 
Georgiana Tce; and the 
maintenance of continuous 
pedestrian connections 
around the foreshore.

The Gosford Waterfront 
DCP can be found at http://
majorprojects.planning.nsw.
gov.au.

Gosford Waterfront DCP 
2014, 21 Mar 2014

Gosford Waterfront 
Development Control Plan approved

The Gosford Waterfront Development Control Plan (DCP) 2014 
came into force on Friday, March 21, following approval by the 
director-general of Planning and Infrastructure.
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“Creative learners are 
confident learners and 
the performing arts offer 
a unique and dynamic 
platform for creativity and 
self-expression,” said 
Central Coast Grammar 
School Headmaster Mr 
Bill Low.

“Our professional 
facility will allow us to 
build bridges to the 
broader arts community 
on the Coast and host 
large cultural events,” 
said Mr Low.

The $10 million 
Performing Arts Centre, 
partially funded by 

donations from the school 
and local community, 
features a 750 seat 
acoustically designed, 
tiered theatre; large stage; 
orchestra pit; sound and 
lighting box; foyers to seat 
250 people restaurant 
style or accommodate 
750 people - including an 
alfresco foyer; catering 
kitchen; seven learning 
spaces including a 
computer lab, a keyboard 
lab and a spacious 
drama studio; additional 
large orchestra rehearsal 
room, connected by a 
recording studio to a 

medium rehearsal room; 
10 music tutorial studios; 
instrument store; box 
office and manager’s 
office and; staff 
accommodation.

“Central Coast 
Grammar School has 
had a strong Performing 
Arts program since its 
inception,” said Central 
Coast Grammar School 
chairman Mr Ken Jolly.

“This wonderful 
new facility will enable 
students and teachers 
to reach even greater 
heights.

“The School partnered 

with nationally acclaimed 
local artist Neale Joseph 
to create a series of 
original artworks to inspire 
warmth and creativity 
amongst learners, visitors 
and performers.

“At 44 square metres 
in total, three enormous 

artworks connect the 
facility to our coastal 
landscape and are 
amongst some of the 
largest oil paintings we 
know of in Australia.”

Neale Joseph said: “I 
hope when students and 
visitors see my artworks 

they will feel uplifted and 
encouraged to express 
themselves creatively.” 

Media release, 
12 Aug 2014

Christine Hodgkinson, 
Central Coast 

Grammar School

$10 million Performing Arts 
Centre offi cially opened

Central Coast Grammar School celebrated the opening of its 
new Performing Arts Centre with an offi cial opening function, 
followed by a Variety Gala Performance, on Friday, August 15.

Performing Arts Centre auditorium Rear view of the Performing Arts Centre

Performing Arts Centre entrance
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It will continue to 
trade as Ducks Crossing 
Publications, while the 
newspaper side of the 
organisation will trade under 
a new business name, 

Central Coast Newspapers.
The name Ducks 

Crossing Publications came 
about because the offi ce 
was located at Tascott near 
an offi cial ducks crossing 

point on Glenrock Parade 
with an offi cial council road 
sign warning drivers of 
ducks crossing the road, 
often with a number of 
ducklings in tow.

At that stage, the 
business only had the one 
newspaper, so the business 
name could cover many 
other publishing and related 
activities.

However, on moving to 
Gosford and commencing 
publication of newspapers 
covering the entire Central 

Coast, it now seems far 
more appropriate to have 
a business name which 
refl ects that, and which 
represents the core business 
of the organisation.

The address, telephone 
numbers, bank details and 
email addresses remain 
unchanged.

However, new ones have 
also been created to suit the 
new name, but they are all 
redirected to the same areas 
within the organisation.

1 Jan 2015
Cec Bucello, Publisher

New name, same organisation

Commencing in 2015, Ducks Crossing Publications has separated 
its newspaper business from its other publishing and sales 
activities.

Mr Stokes said almost 
$34,000 would be spent 
to improve local wildlife 
corridors, while Woy Woy 
South Public School would 
receive $2,500 for a project 
to teach students the 
benefi ts of recycling and 
using energy and water 
sustainably. 

“This grant will help build 
upon the Gosford Coastal 
Open Space System, 
which is a network of 
bushland reserves created 
30 years ago to protect the 

landscape and habitat,” Mr 
Stokes said.

“This funding will be used 
to improve existing wildlife 
corridors to improve the 
environmental protection 
this reserve system offers.

“Protecting and 
enhancing the environment 
of NSW is our shared 
responsibility and these 
funding programs support 
the community to care for 
their own environments.”

Mr Holstein said: “This 
funding will help improve 

green spaces in our 
community and empower 
future generations to 
value and protect our 
environment,” Mr Holstein 
said.

“I am very pleased the 
NSW Government has 
provided this funding for 
both of these projects.”

Media release, 
18 Dec 2014

Andrew Priestley, Offi ce of 
Rob Stokes MP

Two environmental grants announced
Environment Minister and Minister for the Central Coast Rob 

Stokes and Member for Gosford Chris Holstein have announced 
two environmental grants totalling $36,000 to fund new 

environmental projects in Gosford.

Member for Gosford Mr Chris Holstein, Minister for the Central Coast Mr Rob Stokes
and Gosford mayor Cr Lawrie McKinna
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“With problems securing 
a site for the rally, we were 
expecting only 200 people, 
but we exceeded that on 
the day, and this shows 
how deep the community’s 
discontent is with the 
proposed carbon tax,” 
said rally spokesperson Mr 
Darren Jameson.

On the lead up to the 
rally, street stalls at local 
community shopping 
precincts were held where 
residents were invited to 
sign a petition.

“The petition is running 
strong, with people queuing 
up to sign it.

“We have been happy, 
but not surprised with the 
genuine concerns over this 
proposed Carbon Tax,” he 
said.

“Central Coast residents 
understand that the 
proposed carbon tax will 
increase the costs of living, 
cost jobs, close business 
and hurt our international 
competitiveness, but it will 
not make a difference to the 
climate.  

“This was the perfect 
spot to hold this rally, as 
it reminds us of the two 
dimensions in this debate.

“The fi rst is to protect 
the environment, and 
the second is to protect 
families, business and 
jobs, and a Carbon Tax in 
Australia does neither.

“The rally heard that 
many Central Coast families 
will be unable to cope with 
the increased costs of food, 
fuel and electricity, and with 
Energy Australia given the 
green light to raise prices 
by 18 per cent from the 
1st July, electricity will be 
harder to afford.

“What this carbon 
tax will do to the already 
unaffordable costs of power, 
will see that electricity will 
no longer be a necessity, 
it will be a luxury,” said Mr 
Jameson.

“The Government has 
gone to great lengths to 
say that this is a tax on 
the country’s biggest 1000 
polluters, but the rally 
heard that the real situation 

was that households will 
eventually pay, changing 
nothing.

“The fl aw with this 
proposed tax, is that those 
that emit higher levels of 
carbon dioxide won’t pay, 
as the costs will be passed 
onto the consumer driving 
up the prices of virtually 
everything.

“Many in the rally 
voiced their concerns that 
the implementation of 
this tax was hidden from 
the community prior to 
the 2010 election, where 
prime minister Julia Gillard 
said that there would be 
no carbon tax under the 
government that she leads.

“The rally saw this as an 
issue of trust, an issue of 
truth, and this government 
has misled the Australia 
people over implementing 
a Carbon Tax, and it was 
evident from the rally that 
this is not easily forgotten,” 
said Mr Jameson.

Wyong mayor Cr Doug 
Eaton outlined that he 
expects the increase costs 

to council under this tax to 
run into the millions each 
year.

Gosford Cr Jeff Strickson 
informed the rally of how he 
saw the proposed tax will 
affect the Gosford Local 
Government Area.

But it was the point about 
compensation by Senator 
Concetta Fierravanti-Wells, 
the Patron Liberal Senator 
for the Central Coast that 
raised the roof, when 
she said “you only pay 
compensation when you 
hurt people”.

“The truth is that this 
proposed tax will hurt 
families here on the coast,” 
said Mr Jameson.

“We need a government 
that takes the protection of 
the environment seriously, 
a government that gives us 
real solutions, not just a new 
tax and we will continue 
to hold these rallies until 
they listen,” concluded Mr 
Jameson.

Media Release, 
30 Jun 2011

Darren Jameson, Former 
Liberal candidate for 

Robertson

Protestors at the Carbon Tax Rally

Carbon Tax rally a success
The fi rst Central Coast No Carbon Tax rally saw hundreds 

of residents voice their concerns over the Labor-Greens 
Government’s proposed Carbon Tax at the Gosford Waterfront on 

Sunday, June 26.

Possible airport locations 
on the Central Coast are all 
west of the F3 freeway in 
the plateau area of Kulnura, 
Peats Ridge and Somersby.

Mayor for Gosford Cr 
Laurie Maher said the region 
has been considered as 
an option for more than a 
decade.

“I think that’s a big step 
forward for the Central 
Coast,” said Cr Maher.

“It’s a big factory that 
employs 6000 jobs.

“35,000 people a day 
going down to Sydney on 
that F3 is not a good look 
and its terribly demanding 
on family life and social life 
generally and it takes money 
out of the Coast.

“We’re really looking to 
the new government to give 
us a hand.

“We’ve got the three 
musketeers up here who 
will be making sure we 
don’t waste too much time 
on some of these other 
peripheral areas like Sydney 
and Newcastle and just 
concentrate on the centre 

of the earth, namely the 
Central Coast.

“We might be able to 
provide the solution for the 
Federal Government,” said 
Cr Maher.

Cr Maher said the 
Central Coast has several 
advantages over Newcastle. 

“It’s close to Sydney,” he 
said.

“The Government is 
doing the feasibility on the 
fast train from Newcastle to 
Sydney, that could be part 
of the whole infrastructure. 

“It’s got the population 
base of both Newcastle 
and Sydney, and of course 
we’ve got a population here 
of 300,000 locally to go to 
400,000 plus,” he said.

The debate continues 
after a new defence report 
appeared to have ruled 
Newcastle out of the 
competition.

Media Release, 
24 Jun 2011

Kay Williams, Pearl Beach
Media Statement, 27 Jun 

2011
Laurie Maher

Councils discuss 
possible Coast 

airport
Discussions into whether the Central 

Coast will house the second international 
airport service to Sydney took place at 

the Central Coast Regional Organisation of 
Councils meeting held on Thursday June 30.

The media release stated 
that the NSW Government 
is encouraging Sydney 
families to relocate their 
homes from the city to the 
Central Coast with a $7000 
relocation grant available 
from July 1.

Mr Holstein’s offi ce has 
since said this information 
is incorrect and the Central 
Coast is actually part of the 
Sydney Metropolitan region 
and Central Coast residents 
may be eligible to be paid 
$7000 to move out of the 
Central Coast if they wish.

“It was based on a 

release given to us by the 
deputy premier’s offi ce,” 
said Ms Wendy Masula from 
Mr Holstein’s offi ce.

“Unfortunately, after it 
went out, we were then 
advised that the Central 
Coast is part of the Sydney 
metropolitan area,” she 
said.

Mr Holstein said he 
apologises for any confusion 
or inconvenience caused.

Kaitlin Watts, 30 Jun 2011
Media Release, 

24 Jun 2011
Wendy Masula, offi ce of 

Chris Holstein MP

Confusion over 
relocation grant
Gosford residents have expressed their 

confusion at a media release put out by 
member for Gosford Mr Chris Holstein’s 

offi ce on Friday, June 24, claiming that Sydney 
families will be paid $7000 to move to the 
Central Coast.
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The past few weeks has 
seen the emergence of the 
“Save our Waterfront” action 
group in Gosford.

The group, who criticized 
The Landing proposal and 
labeled it as a “playground for 
the rich”   publicly stated that 
the waterfront plan offered 
was not a good option and 
urged people not to support it.

“Until recently, they 
presented as a group who 
were against progress and 
change having criticised the 
offered plans in the media, but 
not coming forward to identify 
themselves or offering any 
alternatives,” said Chamber 
president Mr Rod Dever.

The group has since 
circulated a plan which, 

according to Mr Dever, 
supports several of the 
key aspects of the original 
Landing proposal but seems 
fl awed in many aspects. 

“I applaud these people for 
having such a strong passion 
and a public commitment 
to the future of the City of 
Gosford,” Mr. Dever said.

“The plan, which has 

been offered has been well 
constructed but simply 
does not stack up in terms 
of fi nancial viability or 
practicality and poses greater 
environmental impact than 
any other seen to date.”

In August last year, 
Gosford Council was 
awarded The RH Dougherty 
Award for Excellence in 
Communication, based on its 
community consultation and 
communication processes 
applied to the development of 
the “Our City – Our Destiny” 

Masterplan.
Mr Dever said the 

Landing at Gosford was 
designed in accordance with 
the Masterplan guidelines 
developed from this process 
and offers features and 
facilities for the whole 
community not just a select 
group. 

 “The Gosford City 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry look forward seeing 
some work start and having 
development underway,” said 
Mr Dever.

“We cannot afford to 
continue to stall on these 
projects or they will never get 
traction or attract the funding 
and investment that is needed 
to have a city for the future” he 
said.

Media Release, 
14 Nov 2011 

Rod Dever, Gosford City 
Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry

Mr Brooks said his group 
is not against development 
but the Gosford waterfront 
should be a “playground for 
the people, not a playpen 
for the rich”.

The plan has been 
created by a city planner, 
a developer, an architect 
and a civil engineer, all local 
people of some standing, 
said Mr Brooks.

“Our plan does away with 
the 500 plus apartments 
in fi ve story residential 
buildings out into Brisbane 
Water,” said Mr Brooks.

“Having them would 

erect a concrete curtain 
along Dane Drive.”

The plan put forward by 
Mr Brooks and his group 
involves a 200-300 fl oating 
berth marina with a boutique 
hotel, at a height no higher 
than the Brian McGowan 
Bridge.

The plan would also 
include retail and offi ces 
further into the CBD, similar 
to those in Chatswood.

“Since we’ve announced 
this, business leaders, 
community organisations 
and individuals in the 
community are showing 

increasing support for our 
plan and I believe our open 
space waterfront should be 
retained and not sold off to 
developers.”

Kaitlin Watts, 18 Nov 2011 
Interviewee: 

Malcolm Brooks

1. Working marina
2. Residential apartments
3. Road viaduct
4.Boutique hotel & convention 
space
5. Parking
6. 300 berth fl oating marina
7. Realign and enlarge underground 
stormwater
8. Expanded special event space
9. “The Cove”

10. Westbound entry
11. Expanded Lions Park to include 
pool
12.Expanded marina and boat 
launching facilities
13. Existing cenotaph
14 & 15. Educational department 
precinct
16. Private sector offi ce towers and 
hotel
17. Southern terminus

18. Tree lined boulevard
19. Expanded Kibble Park
20. Arts centre, civic centre and 
town hall
21. Bus, rail interchange eastside
22. Rail infrastructure 
23. Air bridge
24. Car park
25. Northern termination
26. Expand showground

The Landing - an alternative

An alternative plan for the Gosford waterfront has been put 
forward by a group of concerned citizens including former long 
serving councillor Mr Malcolm Brooks.

Gosford chamber reaffi rms Landing support

The Gosford City Chamber of Commerce and Industry Inc has 
reaffi rmed its sound commitment and support of the Gosford City 
Masterplan and the offi cial proposal for The Landing at Gosford 

currently being displayed. 

Legend
(See www.duckscrossing.org/The_Landing/ The_Landing_-_an_alternative.pdf)
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Mr Hazzard said the 
Central Coast Regional 
Development Corporation 
would continue to pursue 
plans to rezone land for 
commercial, recreation, 
entertainment and tourism 
facilities on public land 
adjoining the existing Gosford 
CBD and extending towards 
the waterfront. 

He said Stage One of The 
Landing at Gosford project 
would have signifi cant 
public benefi ts and was 
being supported by Gosford 
Council. 

“Stage One proposes a 
range of community facilities 
including a much-needed 
regional performing arts 
and conference centre, a 
new restaurant and cafe 
precinct for the Gosford 
Breakwater area, a civic park 
and foreshore boardwalk, 
and a new pool and indoor 
recreation centre,” Mr 
Hazzard said. 

“There is also a proposal 
for a new hotel, and three 
commercial offi ce buildings 
which have the potential to 

generate signifi cant new 
employment opportunities on 
the Central Coast. 

“These elements of the 
proposal are consistent 
with the masterplan for the 
precinct which was prepared 
in 2010 by Gosford Council 
and the NSW Government 
and received strong 
community support.

“Furthermore, this land is 
already in public ownership.”

A proposal to rezone 52 
hectares of land and water 
along the waterfront and 
list the precinct as a State 
signifi cant site attracted 
strong community interest 
when it was publicly exhibited 
earlier this year, including 
more than 650 submissions 
and a 3000-signature petition. 

Mr Hazzard said the 
majority of public objections 
related to stages two and 
three, including a proposal for 
six residential fi nger wharves 
extending up to 110m into 
the Brisbane Water. 

“It is clear that the 
community has serious 
concerns about the loss of 

public open space along 
the waterfront, visual and 
amenity impacts, building 
heights and traffi c issues,” Mr 
Hazzard said. 

“In light of the strong 
community concerns, 
the CCRDC will not be 
proceeding with its proposal 
to rezone land for Stages 
two and three at this stage, 
and is currently preparing a 
response to submissions and 
a revised proposal to rezone 
only the land for Stage one. 

“The community will 
have an opportunity to 
review this revised proposal 
once it is submitted to the 
Department of Planning and 
Infrastructure. 

“There will need to 
be substantial further 
investigations and studies 
into the development 
potential of the remaining 
land along the foreshore, 
before any rezoning proposal 
is considered,” Mr Hazzard 
said. 

Media Release, 
19 Apr 2012 

Brad Hazzard, Minister for 
Planning and Infrastructure

Minister Hazzard to progress 
Stage 1 of The Landing

Minister for Planning and Infrastructure Mr Brad Hazzard has 
confi rmed his commitment to progress plans for the initial 
stage of development for the Gosford waterfront precinct. 

Stage 1

Stage 2

Stage 3

1 - Regional Performing
 Arts and Conference
 Centre (RPACC)

1a - Anzac Memorial
Park

1b - Performance Park

2 - Baker Street 
(shared zone)

3 - Existing Iguana Joe's

5 - Indoor Pool 
Recreation Centre

10 - Offi ce Buildings

10a - North Building

10b - Centre Building

10c - South Building

10d - Live / Work 
Apartments

11 - Gosford Wharf

11a - Restaurant & Cafe
 Precinct

11b - Point Park

11c - Casual Moorings

12 - Ferry Wharf

15 - Hotel

16 - Gosford City Park

16a - Water Play Area

16b - Regional 
Playground

16c - Kick-about Area

16d - Rotary Garden

19 - Existing Bluetongue 
Stadium

Computer generated impression of stage 1
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Go s f o r d 
Council’s City 
Centre team is 

developing a concept 
and specifi cations 
for a 21st Century 
Learning and 
Enterprise Centre in 
conjunction with a 
new City Library. 

The concept, which 
is a work in progress, 
sees the old Town 
Centre comprehensively 
renovated to provide a 
facility on the first floor that 
maximises the synergies 
within it and which also 
provides a lively, engaged 
facade to the eastern side 
of Kibble Park.

Kibbleplex is the 
working name for the 
proposal to use the failed 
retail centre previously 
called Town Centre as 
a jobs generator for the 
Central Coast.

Head of the project 
director Colleen Worthy-
Jennings said, “while this 
project is at the concept 

stage and requires some 
quantification, it has the 
real potential to deliver 
jobs as well as the long 

awaited City Library within 
a reasonable timeframe”.

Kiibbleplex is the 
building now used 

primarily for parking by 
many people in Gosford, 
but is otherwise empty.

“Too many people from 

the Central Coast have 
to commute to Sydney or 
Newcastle for work when 
they could do their job just 
a well in Gosford,’ said Ms 
Worthy-Jennings.

“The NBN will provide 
the speed and reliability 
needed to have confidence 
in a telework hub like 
Kibbleplex.”

As well as commuters, 
the many small businesses 
on the Coast will be 
offered space for hire by 
the day, week or month.

Businesses can take 
advantage of broadband 
services on an occasional 
basis without the cost of 
signing up at home. 

“This is the way people 
will work in the future, and 
we could start the ball 
rolling in Gosford,” said 
Ms Worthy-Jennings.

Media Release, 
31 Aug 2012 

Colleen Worthy-Jennings, 
Gosford Council

21st Century regional 
library proposed

An artist’s impression of Kibbleplex

Following Council’s 
successful purchase of 
the Town Centre building 
principally for commuter 
car parking, an Expression 
of Interest was issued 
for potential operators to 
conduct activities in the 
building.

On December 6 last 
year, Council resolved that 
“subject to development 
consent, Council enter into 
a lease with Commercial 
HQ (trading as City Markets 
Gosford Pty Ltd) to lease the 
ground fl oor of the Gosford 
Town Centre building”.

A formal lease was entered 
into on February 1 specifying 
the “permitted” use as “the 
operation of markets, outlet 
stores and specialty shops” 
on the ground fl oor.

Council reformed the City 
Centre Team with the aim 
to revitalise the “heart” of 

Gosford, its CBD.
One of the immediate 

projects identifi ed was the 
redevelopment of the fi rst 
fl oor of Park Central with 
a new state of the art City 
library, business incubator-
telework space and a 
university presence.

The team is undertaking 
market research for specifi c 
uses and engaging with 
stakeholders.

A key stakeholder is 
Commercial HQ as lessee of 
the ground fl oor.

The lessee has invested 
in the building through 
refurbishment works on the 
ground to restore damage 
caused when previous 
owners and tenants vacated.

In the current economic 
climate, the lessee has not 
been successful in attracting 
retail operators (particularly 

‘market operators’) to the 
complex, but still retains a 
valid lease.

Discussions with the 
lessee had centred on 
Council’s proposed uses and 
whether the original intended 
uses on the ground fl oor were 
complementary.

Gosford Council Agenda 
ENV.74, 4 Sep 2012

Town Centre Revival Plans

Council to revise 
Town Centre lease

Gosford Council will enter into negotiations with Commercial HG 
with a view to revising their current lease agreement for the 
Town Centre building.

Gr
ou

nd
 

Fl
oo

r
Fi

rs
t 

Fl
oo

r 
Gr

ou
nd

 
Fl

oo
r

Fi
rs

t 
Fl

oo
r 

Issue 51February 12, 2013 Your independent local newspaper     -     Ph: 4325 7369

FREE

Alternative routes are 
available to motorists during 
this closure and include 
roads parallel to Mann 
St (Showground Road 
and Henry Parry Drive), 
Racecourse Rd and Hill 
St which provides direct 
access to the Gosford CBD.

Around 9:50pm police 
from Brisbane Water Local 
Area Command responded 
to reports of the fi re.

Attending police were 

forced back due to a large 
amount of smoke from the 
fi re.

Fire and Rescue NSW 
offi cers attended and 
extinguished the blaze, with 
the structure having been 
totally destroyed.

Specialist offi cers then 
uncovered an amount of 
asbestos in the building and 
the structure was deemed 
unsafe.

A number of businesses 

have been affected by 
the fi re and subsequent 
road closure including 
Central Coast Eurocars and 
Gosford City Suzuki which 
are located opposite the fi re 
damaged building.

Central Coast Eurocars 
and Gosford City Suzuki 
principal dealer Mr Julios 
Husazarek said the closure 
severely impacted the 
access to his business.

“Apart from the road 

closure, across the front is 
an eight foot barrier that we 
can’t move cars in or out of 
and, apart from that barrier, 
we have an asbestos fallout 
on all the cars which we 
are not allowed to touch or 
open until they’re cleaned 
professionally,” he said.

Mr Husazarek, who is 
also a board member of 
the Gosford Chamber of 
Commerce, said he was 
surprised that the reopening 
of the main street of Gosford 
wasn’t made a priority.

“My concern is to 
expedite the opening of 
Mann St and the cleaning of 

the buildings.
“The whole business will 

have to be hosed down 
and even the pebbles in 
the garden will need to be 
replaced,” he said.

Gosford Business 
Improvement District  (GBID) 
manager Mr Paul Brasch 
said the team at GBID were 
“devastated” when news of 
the fi re broke.

“Zone 3 Laser Tag was an 
extremely popular business, 
particularly for youth.

“We have been in touch 
with a number of businesses 
along that end of Mann 
St and obviously they are 

doing it tough because of 
the road closure.

“I know Gosford City 
Suzuki has been heavily 
advertising and letting their 
customers know that they 
are still open.

“We’re looking forward to 
the road re-opening when it 
is deemed safe.

“The sooner the better,” 
said Mr Brasch.

Kaitlin Watts, 7 Feb 2013
Media Release,

7 Feb 2013
NSW Police Media

Media Release,
 7 Feb 2013

Gosford Council Media

Gosford’s main street
 closed for two weeks

Mann St, Gosford, is expected to remain closed until at least the 
end of the week following a fi re at Zone 3 Laser Tag on Friday, 
February 1, which compromised the stability and structural 

integrity of the building.

Photos: ValsPix
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The giant rat-like creature 
was examined by local 
environmental activist Mr 
Jake Cassar and has been 
described as similar to a 
brush tailed possum.

Mr Cassar said he wasn’t 
sure it was a brush tailed 
possum, as it was “a little 
bit different”.

“It has a very elongated 
skull, very, very long ears, 
very sharp teeth, much like 
a rodent and very human-
like hands and a long tail.

‘It is a very powerful, 
large creature.

“I would love to think it’s 
something unusual or not 

known, but I’m just really 
not sure.

“There are many 
different views out there, 
but whatever happens, I 
have had a heap of fun and 
this thing has captured the 
attention and imagination of 
thousands,” said Jake.

An answer from 
Quarantine was expected 
to be received on Monday, 
July 1, however, it was not 
available at the time Coast 
Community News went to 
press.

Kaitlin Watts, 1 Jul 2013

Unidentifi ed creature still a mystery
An unidentifi ed creature that washed 

up on Wamberal beach on Tuesday, 
June 25, is currently being studied by 

Quarantine in an attempt to identify it.

The invasive weed known 
as Sicilian Sea Lavender 
(Limonium hyblaeum) has 
been known to displace 
native species in both South 
Australia and Victoria, but 
this is the fi rst time it has 
been found invading natural 
environments on the Central 
Coast. 

National Parks and 
Wildlife Service (NPWS) 
acting regional manager, 
Mr Alan Henderson said 
that the weed was invading 
the important saltmarsh 
vegetation communities on 
the island.

“The weed is displacing 
native plant species and 
it can lead to the loss of 
biodiversity and impact on 
these fragile and important 
communities.

“Sea lavender is used 
in cultivated gardens, but 

its escape into natural 
bushland is devastating to 
environment and it has now 
become an invasive weed 
causing problems on the 
island,” Mr Henderson said.

Coastal saltmarsh is 
listed under the Threatened 
Species Conservation Act 
as an endangered ecological 
community and provides 
important habitat for marine 
and terrestrial animals such 
as crabs, molluscs, insects 
and spiders. 

Fish species also use the 
area during tidal fl ooding 
and many migratory wading 
birds use the areas for 
roosting and feeding. 

“Our priority is to rid the 
island of this weed to help 
the saltmarsh areas recover 
and ensure this important 
habitat is maintained for 
native species of the Central 

Coast. 
“We will engage bush 

regeneration contractors to 
undertake work to remove 
the weed,” Mr Henderson 
said.

This will involve hand 
removal of the weed species 
and include measures to 
prevent the weed spreading 
or recolonising.

The dumping of garden 
refuse into natural areas is 
one way that weeds can 
disperse, particularly close 
to waterways.  

The community is 
reminded to ensure they 
use appropriate methods 
for the disposal of garden 
refuse including green bins 
supplied by council.

Media release, 
21 Jun 2013

Susan Davis, National 
Parks and Wildlife Service

New weed endangers threatened species
A new exotic weed has been discovered on Saratoga Island Nature 

Reserve in Brisbane Water near Davistown.
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Mr O’Farrell was joined 
at the Gosford Service 
NSW centre by minister 
for the Central Coast and 
member for Terrigal Mr 
Chris Hartcher, member for 
Gosford Mr Chris Holstein 
and member for The 
Entrance Mr Chris Spence.

“We’re delivering on 
a key election promise 
to make government 
transactions easier to 
carry out for residents and 
businesses,” Mr O’Farrell 
said.

“Customers can use 
Service NSW to register 
their vehicles or apply for 
boat and fi shing licences, 
owner builder permits, 
and birth and marriage 
certifi cates.

“The 11 service centres 

we’ve opened since July 
have served more than 
100,000 customers, with 
another 100,000 people 
calling the 24/7 phone line 
and 300,000 people visiting 
the website.

“Customer satisfaction 
across the board is at an 
impressive 98% and waiting 
times have been reduced.

“For instance, customers 
at the Kiama outlet are now 
waiting less than three 
minutes to be served, while 
at Haymarket the time is 
about fi ve minutes.

“These are great 
results that show the 
NSW government has 
listened to demand from 
the community for an 
easier way to carry out 
government transactions.”

Mr Hartcher said more 
services have been added 
to the 800 transactions on 
offer.

“Customers can now 
make Housing NSW 
payments and apply for 
Seniors Cards, and will 

soon be able to pay fi nes 
through Service NSW 
outlets.”

Mr Holstein said the 

Gosford service centre 
had already served more 
than 4,500 Central Coast 
residents and business 
owners since doors opened 
three weeks ago.

Mr Spence said 
customers were responding 
well to the one-stop 
shop design, extended 
hours, the ability to make 
appointments and the 
professional staff.

Gosford deputy mayor 
Cr Bob Ward also said 
council was thrilled with the 
development of the one-
stop shop concept.

“It fi ts in perfectly with 
our plans for a more vibrant 
Gosford CBD,” Cr Ward 
said.

Media release, 
15 Nov 2013

Olivia Suzanski, Offi ce of 
Barry O’Farrell MP

Lindsey Chu, 15 Nov 2013
Interviewee: Cr Bob Ward

NSW Premier opens one-stop shop in Gosford

NSW Premier Mr Barry O’Farrell offi cially 
opened the fi rst Central Coast branch 
of the state government’s new one-stop 

shop service centres in Gosford on Friday, 
November 15.

Mr Smith said the offi ce 
caters for the entire Central 
Coast region and provides 
assistance in criminal law, 
family law, child support, 
care and protection, and 
civil law matters.

“Legal Aid also provides 
outreach advice services for 
hard to reach communities 
like homeless people in San 
Remo, The Entrance and 
Woy Woy,” Mr Smith said.

Mr Holstein also said the 
new offi ce was important 

to meet the needs of the 
growing population on 
the Central Coast and its 
increasing demand for free 
legal services.

“It is a state of the art 
facility combined with 
competent and caring legal 
staff,” Mr Holstein said.

Over the past three years, 
the Gosford Legal Aid offi ce 
has seen an increase in legal 
advice given by 44%, a 
tripling of minor assistance 
cases and a 25% increase 

in the number of duty lawyer 
services.

“Today we have 25 staff 
and have consolidated the 
depth of our legal expertise 
in areas like employment 
law, child support, debt, 
housing and social security 
– issues that really impact 
on people’s everyday lives,” 
solicitor in charge Ms Karen 
Wilson said.

Gosford staff have 
worked hard to build strong 
relationships with local 

Aboriginal communities and 
a range of organisations 
that provide legal and social 
support to disadvantaged 
people on the Central Coast.

Lawyers also provide 
services to homeless 
people in Woy Woy and 
are part of the Cooperative 
Legal Service Delivery 
Program, which aims to 
improve access to justice 
for disadvantaged people in 
regional areas.

Media release, 6 Nov 2013
Offi ce of

Chris Holstein MP

Attorney-General opens new Gosford Legal Aid offi ce

NSW Premier Mr Barry O’Farrell, Gosford deputy mayor Cr Bob Ward, Gosford Service Centre 
manager Ms Anna Grono, member for Gosford Mr Chris Holstein

Member for Gosford Mr Chris Holstein with NSW 
Attorney-General Mr Greg Smith

Mr Smith and Mr Holstein met with staff, members of the legal 
profession on the Central Coast and community representatives 
to view the new offi ce space supporting the busy and growing 

practice.
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“It is only day one and the 
State Liberals have already 
lost another senior member 
of their government.

“After losing a Premier 
to corruption allegations 
only two weeks ago, and 
Chris Hartcher resigning 
in December last year 
under the same cloud, it’s 
about time that the alleged 
activities of this government 
were investigated,” Senator 
O’Neill said.

The hearing into 
Operation Spicer began on 
Monday, April 28, in Sydney 
with assertions already 
mounting against a number 
of senior Liberal Party 
fi gures.

“These allegations go 
right to the core of the Liberal 
Party and speak volumes 
about what they see as 
their role in government”, 
Senator O’Neill said.

Information provided 
to the hearing contends 
that senior Liberal Party 
fi gures have used private 
connections to big business 
and lobbyists to funnel 

donations from developers 
and other entities into a 
slush fund worth up to 
$400,000.

Under laws introduced 
by former Premier O’Farrell, 
these donations are illegal.

“If these allegations are 
correct, they are completely 
unacceptable, they are 
against the law, and they 
fall well below what the 
community deserves from 
their elected offi cials.

“This is looking like a 
root and branch issue of 
corruption in the Liberal 
Party, not just a matter of 
one or two incidents, but an 
established and organised 
activity to subvert the Liberal 
Party’s own donations laws.

“The Central Coast 
deserves a better deal than 
having four out of six Liberal 
Members of Parliament 
called into ICAC,” Senator 
O’Neill said.

“Chris Hartcher, Darren 
Webber, and Chris Spence 
faced questions concerning 
whether they corruptly 
solicited, received, and 

concealed payments from 
various sources in return for 
back room support in deals 
for their mates.

“The Coast deserves to 
know the truth about what 
went on at these Liberal 
Party fundraisers,” said 
Senator O’Neill.

“Former Liberal Premier 
Barry O’Farrell brought 
in some of the nation’s 
toughest political donations 
laws to stamp out corruption 
in NSW, but already he has 
been taken down by these 
laws for not declaring having 
received expensive gifts.

“Now, Central Coast 
residents have to watch as 
four of their local Liberal 
MPs are questioned about 
their roles in allegedly 
dodging these new rules and 
accepting illegal donations.

“Anyone found to have 
acted corruptly deserves 
to face the full force of the 
law,” said Senator O’Neill.

Media releases, 
28 & 29 Apr 2014

Richard Mehrtens, offi ce 
of Deborah O’Neill

Senator O’Neill 
slams Central 
Coast Liberals 

involved in 
ICAC hearings

Senator for NSW Deborah O’Neill has described evidence provided 
at the ICAC hearing on April 28 as an unacceptable abuse of the 
public trust.

Senator for NSW 
Deborah O’Neill said ANZAC 
Day is an opportunity for all 
Australians to pay tribute to 
the men and women who 
have served our nation 
in wars, confl icts and on 
peacekeeping operations.

“It is also a day for us to 
recall the terrible cost of war 
and the precious lives lost 
by those who defended us 
and the values we share as 
Australians who believe in 

democracy, in freedom, and 
in equality.”

Senator O’Neill said 
ANZAC Day is one of the 
most important dates in our 
commemorative calendar. 

“We give our eternal 
gratitude to the sailors, 
soldiers, airmen and 
women, past and present, 
who have given so much for 
us, in this century and the 
last.

“This year is the fi rst year 

where all our servicemen 
and women who served in 
Afghanistan will be back 
with us.

“As they settle back in 
to life at home after many 
honourable tours of duty, 
we refl ect on their sacrifi ce 
and remember those lost in 
that confl ict.”

Media release, 
24 Apr 2014

Richard Mehrtens, offi ce 
of Deborah O’Neill

Hundreds pay tribute at 
ANZAC Day services

Hundreds of Central Coast locals paid tribute to Australian 
servicemen and women, from all wars and confl icts, at ANZAC 
Day services in the Gosford LGA on Friday, April 25.

Photos: ValsPix
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The DA seeks approval 
for the construction of a 
new multi-storey mixed 
use building which would 
comprise of approximately 
276 residential units over 
18 storeys, 134 hotel rooms 
over four storeys, pool and 
gym facilities, four levels 
of podium car parking, 
two levels of mixed use 
tenancies and basement 
parking and bicycle storage 
areas.

The development would 
be spread over an integral 
podium from basement 
to level fi ve, above this 
the hotel and residential 
apartments would be split 
over two towers, the eastern 
tower would run up to level 
28 and the western tower to 
level 26.

The site covers an area 
5,462sqm with three street 
frontages to Mann St, 
Donnison St and Baker St.

The existing development 
consists of fi ve two-storey 
buildings with commercial 
tenancies occupying four of 
the buildings and the Union 
Hotel occupying the other.

A bitumen car park with 
67 parking spaces currently 
abuts these tenancies along 
Donnison St and Baker St

The subject site is 
heritage listed with the 
Union Hotel existing on 

the site at the corner of 
Donnison St and Mann St 
since 1888.

The original hotel building 
has been highly modifi ed, 
with portions demolished to 
the north, the roof removed, 
most of the windows 
removed or modifi ed, the 
Victorian veranda removed 
and substantial newer 
additions towards the west.

The application proposes 
to retain the pub/hotel use 
by incorporating a licenced 
bar into level one and hotel 
on levels fi ve to eight.

According to the 
Statement of Environmental 
Effects, the proposed 
development seeks to 
achieve Gosford Council‘s 
strategic vision to intensify 
housing and commercial 
development, including 
tourism based functions 
and meet its urban design 
outcomes including 
establishing a podium 
building with setback 
towers above, creating 
emphasis at the corner of 
Donnison St and Mann St, 
maintaining view corridors, 
avoiding overshadowing of 
Kibble Park and creating 
interesting, high quality 
building form.

DA46256, 1 Sep 2014

28 storey development
 for Gosford CBD

A $157 million development application is 
currently being advertised with Gosford 
Council for a proposed Mariners Plaza 

at 108-118 Mann St, Gosford.

An artist’s impression of the proposed Mariners Plaza
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Future of Winney Bay Clifftop Walk 
funding unclear

Details of new Development 
Application lodged by Verde Terra 

sought

Regional Business Chamber reports 
drop in business confidence

New amphibious vessel

Two years in the job and still loving it

Council to resist compulsory 
introduction of Independent Hearing 

Assessment Panels

Springfield Pond Wetland restoration 
underway

Order of Australia Medal for Ken Austin 
for exemplary humanitarian service

Millions of dollars collected in waste 
levy are not being reinvested

Despite protracted and sometimes 
heated debate at its meeting on January 
29, Central Coast Council voted to stand 
by its decision of December, 2018, to scale 
back the design of the Winney Bay Clifftop 
Walk.

NSW Business Chamber, Central Coast, 
is calling on all political parties to outline 
their policies for supporting business 
prior to the March 23 state election, with 
confidence in Gosford and throughout the 
region, alarmingly low.

Local boaters will be safer on the water 
thanks to a new amphibious vessel for sea 
rescue operations, funded by a $161,000 
NSW Government Infrastructure Grant.

Central Coast Council is set to go into 
battle to retain its planning powers, with 
the passing of a resolution at its January 
29 meeting to resist the introduction of an 
Independent Hearing Assessment Panel 
(IHAP) for the region.

Restoration works are underway at the 
Springfield Pond Wetland, according to 
Central Coast Councillor, Jeff Sundstrom.

Central Coast Council has joined the 
State-wide Save Our Recycling campaign, 
calling on the NSW Government to reinvest 
100 per cent of funds collected through 
the waste levy into waste minimisation, 
recycling and resource recovery.

The NSW 
E n v i r o n m e n t 

Protection Authority 
(EPA) has renewed 
the five-year licence 
without significant 
change to pollution 
controls at Delta 
Electricity’s Vales 
Point Power Station 
at Mannering Park.

The licence renewal 
comes soon after the 
NSW EPA ordered Delta 
Electricity to clean up a 
huge part of the plant’s 
ash dam after asbestos 
was found in building 
waste fill.

Mannering Park 
Progress Association 
secretary Sue Wynn said: 
“This is so disappointing 
for our communities 
and the whole of NSW 
because the fine particles 
and pollution doesn’t 
just stay over us. If we 
and Sydney want more 
poor air quality days, 
this government has just 
delivered it,”

The review covered 
three of the five coal-fired 
power stations in NSW 
– Vales Point, Origin’s 
Eraring power station 
and Energy Australia’s 
Lithgow plant.

EPA reviews concluded 
that it was not warranted 
to impose a requirement 
to significantly upgrade 
those power stations.

It said that air pollution 
standards here were 
similar elsewhere in 
Australia and that air 

pollution was low by 
world standards.

However, the 
Environmental Justice 
Australia (EJA) says that 
currently, all three power 
stations do not have 
pollution controls fitted 
that are standard in other 
countries such as Europe, 
the US and China, to limit 
toxic pollutants by more 
than 85 percent.

EJA director of 
advocacy and research 
Nicola Rivers said the 
EPA had effectively given 
those coal-fired power 
stations a licence to harm 
our communities.

“There are pollution 
control measures 
available now that could 
save lives and safeguard 
the health of affected 
communities, yet the 
EPA has baulked on its 
responsibility to make 

these coal-fired power 
stations install them,” she 
said.

“With a state election 
coming up in March, 
we’re calling on the (NSW 
Liberal government) and 
the (Labor Opposition 
Leader) Michael Daley to 
commit to clean up this 
mess before more people 
suffer from the serious 
health impacts of toxic 
coal pollution.”

State Member for 
Swansea Yasmin Cately 
has previously made 
a submission to the 
Minister on the Vales 
Point Power Station 
licence renewal.

“Any review of the 
existing licences are 
an opportunity for the 
EPA to ensure residents 
in Mannering Park and 
surrounding suburbs are 
not adversely affected by 

pollution from the power 
station,” she said.

“A NSW Labor 
Government will review 
licences with the view to 
moving towards world’s 
best practices.”

EJA claims coal-
fired stations are the 
state’s biggest source 
of toxic air pollutants 
and an independent US 
pollution control expert, 
Dr Ron Sahu, who made 
submissions on all three 
licences, identified a 
range of options for 
overdue pollution control 
and observed that these 
controls were mandatory 
in most countries.

Submissions to the 
EPA reviews were made 
by the NSW Nurses and 
Midwives Association, 
the Climate and Health 
Alliance, Doctors for the 
Environment Australia, the 

Australian Conservation 
Foundation, the Nature 
Conservation Council of 
NSW and Central Coast 
Council.

 Dr Ben Ewald, 
Newcastle GP and 
member of Doctors for 
the Environment, said 
the decision makers in 
the EPA were ignoring 
compelling health 
reasons to clean up power 
station air pollution.

“Modern pollution 
controls are required 
on vehicles, so why not 
power stations,” he said.

Dr Ewald is the author 
of the recently released 
report called The Health 
Burden of Coal-fired 
Power in NSW.

EJA criticised the 
consultation process, 
claiming the EPA 
minimised community 

involvement in the 
review process by 
not notifying polluted 
communities or public 
interest organisations 
-  concluding the review 
over Christmas, earlier 
than expected - and 
refusing to allow an 
extension of time for 
submissions.

“The EPA failed 
to conduct a proper 
public consultation – 
our organisation ran 
community consultations, 
convened six public 
meetings throughout 
the state ….several 
thousand people made 
submissions expressing 
overwhelming support 
for the power stations to 
install emission controls 
to reduce pollution.

“In our view, the EPA 
has mismanaged this 
process and fallen short 
of their legal duty to 
protect NSW residents 
and the environment from 
pollution.

“We believe there is a 
compelling case to review 
the pollution licences for 
all five coal-fired power 
stations in NSW and to 
demand that they install 
best practice pollution 
controls.” 

SOURCE: Media Release 
Jan 30

Environmental Justice 
Australia, Doctors for the 

Environment Australia 
and Nature Conservation 

Council.
Media Statement Feb 4

Swansea MP Yasmin Cately
Sue Murray, Journalist
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Power station pollution 
control licence renewed

Ourimbah residents will have another 
chance to participate in the future planning 
of their area at an information session 
about the final draft of the Ourimbah 
master plan.

Berkeley Vale resident, Norman Strong, 
received an Order of Australia Medal 
(OAM) in the 2019 Australia Day Honours, 
for services to rugby league.

Central Coast Council will conduct a 
series of community workshops in each 
Ward across the Coast as part of its public 
exhibition and community consultation on 
its draft Climate Change Policy.

Power station pollution control licence 
renewed

Ourimbah master plan nearing its final 
stages

Chief Inspector Colin Lott received an 
Order of Australia Medal

Lake Munmorah to have a regional 
skate park

Norman Strong received an Order of 
Australia Medal for services to rugby 

league

Wilfred Barrett Dve to have major 
safety improvements

Five railway stations to be upgraded 
on re-election to State Government

Climate change community workshops 
planned

More police promised

The NSW Envirnment Protection Authority 
(EPA) has renewed the five-year licence 
without significant change to pollution 
controls at Delta Electricity’s Vales Point 
Power Station at Mannering Park.

Tuggerah Lakes Police District Chief 
Inspector, Colin Lott, received an Order 
of Australia Medal (OAM) in the 2019 
Australia Day Honours.

A regional recreation facility will be built 
at Lake Munmorah.

Major safety improvements on Wilfred 
Barrett Dve, between Norah Head and The 
Entrance North, will cost $10.4m.

The Liberal Government has pledged 
the upgrade of five railway stations on 
reelection to State Government in March.

Tuggerah Lakes Police District will soon 
be bolstered by a squad of specialist 
police.

I am responding to your 
front page report in edition 
461 and follow up letters in 
edition 462 regarding non-
complying development.

I have lived in my home on Woy 
Woy Rd for over 15 years.

When I bought, I applied to 
renovate and extend the property.

During this process, I enquired 
about subdivision potential as the 
block of land was large (about 
1100m2).

I was told categorically that the 
block was not big enough as to 
subdivide and that I would need 
650m2 for the block, adjoining the 
water and 550m2 for the block 
adjoining the main road.

These were the local planning 
provisions.

I could easily do the 
mathematics and realised that my 
block did not comply.

Two years ago, my neighbours 
sold their house and moved.

The house was bought by a 
man from Sydney.

Sometime later he informed 
me that he was applying for a 
subdivision on his newly-acquired 
home.

I wished him luck but, as his 
block was no bigger than mine, I 
presumed he would get the same 
answer as I had previously as the 
planning provisions were still the 
same.

I was shocked when I was 
informed that he had succeeded.

On further investigation, from 
Council records, I found out that 
neither block complied.

One block varied by 22.4 per 
cent and the other by 14 per cent 
from the provisions.

Now an application for a “granny 
flat” has been passed on the front 
block.

This means that three dwellings 
will now cover a block, which 
according to the provisions, is not 
big enough for two.

Indeed, if one extrapolates the 
area taken up by the drive serving 
the three proposed properties 
(113.8m2) then the average size of 
the blocks is barely 325m2.

Woy Woy Rd is a very busy 
road and records show that well 
over 20,000 vehicles use it daily.

A single carriage way drive 
services this site.

This is inadequate: More cars, 
no on street parking, limited off 
street parking, more storm water 
from three rooves and sewage.

I could go on.
This is just one personal 

example of this Council and non-
compliance.

It is short-sighted and I cannot 
understand why the provisions are 
in place but not enforced.

Email, 29 Jan 2019
Lisa Mills, Woy Woy

Another example 
of short-sighted 
non-compliance

Forum
LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR

should be sent to:

Peninsula News
PO Box 1056, Gosford 2250 or 
editorial@centralcoastnews.net

See Page 2 for 
contribution conditions

Please donate now
1 3  S A LV O S  |  S A LV O S . O R G . A U

where it’s needed most
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Are You Looking For An Experienced, 
Affordable & Gentle Dentist For Your Family?

General Dentistry Cosmetic Dentistry Implant Dentistry Laser Dentistry Children’s Dentistry

 INTEREST ON PAYMENT PLANS

Dr. Meena Gambhir Dr. Namita Mehta

$1,000 Free Dental Care 
for children age 2 to 17 - 

Ask us for the Details

0%

A whiter brighter Smile in one hour PHILIPS Zoom White
speed in chair teeth whitening special - only $595 (normally $950)

Free Assessment for dental implant.
• single tooth replacement • full mouth rehabilitation over 4-6 implants • implant supported dentures

PORCELAIN VENEERS     |     FREE CONSULTATION     |     INVISALIGN

   
ARE YOU LOOKING 
FOR EXPERIENCED & 
GENTLE DENTIST 
FOR YOUR FAMILY?

 L il fa et l in ne eD  

Shop 1, 201 Mann Street, Opposite Gosford Train Station
Gosford 2250

Gosford Dental Lifeline

Ph: 4323 7007
gosford@dentallifeline.com.au  |  www.dentallifeline.com.au

G E N E R A L     I M P L A N T S    C O S M E T I C|  |

COMPREHENSIVE EXAM
CLEAN, FLUORIDE & X- RAYS 

$90 FOR
KIDS 
ONLY.

We Bulk Bill Under New Medicare's CDBS.
($ 1000 Free Dental Care- Ask us the Details)
# Dental Sealants # Customized Mouth Guards

We provide reasons to smile

G O S F O R D  -  B O N D I  -  H O R N S B Y  -  M A I T L A N D  ( O P E N I N G  S O O N )

Saturday Appointments Available - We accept Veteran’s Affairs patients
Shop 1, 201 Mann Street, Opposite Gosford Train Station, Gosford 2250

gosford@dentallifeline.com.au | www.dentallifeline.com.au

BOOK 
ONLINE

NEW YEAR NEW SMILE
PACKAGES ON DENTAL 

IMPLANTS & SMILE DESIGNING
Exam and Clean appointment for Private Dental Health 

Insurance patients. Not with a Health Fund? NO GAP
Just pay $179 Includes FREE Xrays worth $160 Full Comprehensive Exam, 

Clean and Polish, OPG X-rays, Treatment Planning and Fluoride
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Do you have difficulty eating?
Are you unhappy with your smile?
Dentures loose or uncomfortable?

Denture over 5 years old or broken?
Yes? Then come see us at...

www.smilesonthecoast.com.au

SMILE AGAIN!SMILE AGAIN!

Shop 16A / 153 Mann St. Gosford NSW 2250

Do you have difficulty eating?
Are you unhappy with your smile?
Dentures loose or uncomfortable?

Denture over 5 years old or broken?
Yes? Then come see us at...

www.smilesonthecoast.com.au

SMILE AGAIN!SMILE AGAIN!

Shop 16A / 153 Mann St. Gosford NSW 2250

Do you have difficulty eating?
Are you unhappy with your smile?
Dentures loose or uncomfortable?

Denture over 5 years old or broken?
Yes? Then come see us at...

www.smilesonthecoast.com.au

SMILE AGAIN!SMILE AGAIN!

Shop 16A / 153 Mann St. Gosford NSW 2250

Do you have difficulty eating?
Are you unhappy with your smile?
Dentures loose or uncomfortable?

Denture over 5 years old or broken?
Yes? Then come see us at...

www.smilesonthecoast.com.au

SMILE AGAIN!SMILE AGAIN!

Shop 16A / 153 Mann St. Gosford NSW 2250

Bring this advertisement with you for a 10% DISCOUNT on all repairs, 
relines and new dentures • All work done in-house • Quality guaranteed

FREE
CONSULTATION

PENINSULA PODIATRY 
@ 7 VIDLER AVENUE, WOY WOY
FOR GENERAL PODIATRY TREATMENTS - DIABETIC FOOT 
MANAGEMENT - NEUROLOGICAL / VASCULAR TESTING - 
ASSESSMENT DIAGNOSIS & TREATMENT OF TOENAILS, 

CORNS, CALLUS, AND WARTS - LOWER LIMB ASSESSMENTS - 
BIOMECHANICAL & GAIT ANALYSIS - PAEDIATRICS (CHILDREN) 

FOOTWEAR ASSESSMENT ORTHOTIC CONSULTATION 
and FALLS PREVENTION

WE ARE MEDICARE & DVA APPROVED - PRIVATE FUNDS WELCOME - 
HOME VISITS ON REQUEST

PLEASE PHONE THE CLINIC 4339 5501 / 0419 144 840
CAROLYN LENTHALL B.POD 0419 144 840
MARYANNE MCHUGH B.POD 0409 687 100

Stroke Foundation Volunteer 
of the Year, Ms Brenda Booth 
of Woy Woy, is calling for 
nominations of Peninsula 
“stroke champions” in the 
Foundation’s 2019 awards.

“Winning a Stroke Award was a 
very proud and humbling moment 
for me because there are so many 
people right across Australia who 
are doing a lot of amazing work 
to raise awareness, who achieve 
incredible personal goals post-
stroke and who improve treatment, 
care and support for stroke 
survivors and their families.

“If you know someone who 
should be recognised for their 
dedication to stroke, please 
nominate them.

“It’s a wonderful way of letting 
them know their efforts are 
appreciated and important,” Ms 
Booth said.

Stroke is one of Australia’s 
biggest killers and a leading cause 
of disability.

It happens in an instant and its 
impact can be devastating, she 
said.

Stroke Foundation chief 
executive Ms Sharon McGowan 
said Ms Booth was a wonderful 

example of someone who has been 
strongly committed to stemming 
the tide of stroke for many years at 
a local, state and national level.

Ms Booth’s contribution 
has included public speaking, 
advocating with members of 
parliament and involvement in 
Stroke Foundation campaigns, 
committees and activities.

“The Stroke Foundation wants 
to know about and celebrate 
people like Brenda, who are often 
quiet achievers who donate a 
great deal of their own time to 
lessen the burden of stroke on the 
community,” Ms McGowan said.

“These individuals are 
collectively making a difference to 
the state of stroke in this country,” 
she said.

The 2019 Stroke Foundation 
Stroke Awards run across six 
categories: Improving Life After 
Stroke, the Creative Award, 
Fundraiser of the Year, Courage 
Award, Volunteer of the Year and 
President’s Achievement Award.

Nominations open on February 
15.

SOURCE:
Media release, 4 Feb 2019

Emily Granland, The 
Stroke Foundation

Stroke volunteer asks locals 
to tell of ‘stroke champions’

Management of the Peninsula 
Village aged care facility 
at Umina has announced 
its support for the Royal 
Commission into Aged Care.

“Peninsula Villages is 
fully supportive of this Royal 
Commission process, as we want 
a safe, high quality and high 
performing aged care system in 
this country,” said chief executive 

Mr Shane Neaves.
“To this end, the Royal 

Commission aims to examine 
issues and examples of what is 
not working, where the aged care 
system has failed, and explore 
what needs to change in order 
to meet the changing needs 
and expectations of the growing 
numbers of older Australians.

“Peninsula Villages would like 

to keep our community informed 
about the Royal Commission,” Mr 
Neaves said.

The Royal Commission’s public 
hearings started in January, with 
the aim of delivering an interim 
report in October 2019 and a final 
report in April 2020.

SOURCE:
Social media, 14 Jan 2019

Shane Neaves, Peninsula Villages

Aged care facility says it 
supports Royal Commission

Brenda Booth
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DONT TURN YOUR BACK

ON HEARING LOSS
The most common workplace injury in the world*

High-Pitched Hearing Loss: 
Occupational hearing loss happens so gradually that 
you can lose a significant amount of hearing before 
becoming aware it has occurred. During the early 
stages, you will begin turning up the volume on the TV 
or experience difficulty understanding speech in groups 
or in the presence of background noise. As the hearing 
loss worsens, it becomes difficult to understand normal 
conversation even in quiet, one-on-one situations. 

Occupational hearing loss can be detected with a hearing 
test. In fact, early identification is important in order to 
recognise the presence of noise induced hearing loss and 
then take steps to prevent further hearing loss.

Penninsula Hearing is a family owned, independent audiology 
provider offering a completely transparent and individualised 
approach to your hearing care. 

As a registered provider of SIRA and iCare NSW hearing services, 
our trained clinicians are equipped to offer the highest standards 
in hearing health care and rehabilitative services to workers who 
sustain hearing injuries during the course of their employment. 

Call today to find out more about occupational 
hearing loss or book an appointment for a 
FREE hearing screening.

(02) 4342 9736

iCare NSW can provide fair and appropriate compensation to 
workers with work-related injuries or illnesses.

Call us today to find out how iCare, in conjunction with the 
State Insurance Regulatory Authority (SIRA) can pay the 
reasonable costs of a range of hearing services and devices.

Peninsula Hearing   Shop 6, 2 Berith St, Umina Beach   Ph 4342 9736
* World Health Organisation

Whilst occupational noise induced hearing 
loss is entirely preventable, once acquired it is 
irreversible. Occupational hearing loss can occur 
gradually over time, or it can be instantaneous if 
you are exposed to a one-off, very loud noise like a 
shotgun going off next to your ear. 

Workers in industries, such as construction, use a variety 
of tools and machinery in the course of their work. If you 
are exposed to noisy tools or machinery at work, you are at 
an increased risk of occupational hearing loss. 

It is difficult to control noise levels in workplaces. As a rule 
of thumb: If you are on a construction site and cannot hear 
the person next to you speaking unless they raise their 
voice, you should be wearing hearing protection. 

The damage that noise induced hearing loss causes is 
irreversible. Two main indicators of occupational hearing 
loss are:  

Tinnitus
Tinnitus is a condition described as the perception of 
sound (often buzzing, ringing, or hissing) in the absence of 
any external sound (there is no sound others hear but you 
do). This essentially takes away the opportunity for the you 
to experience quiet, and can be very distressing.

Penninsula Hearing
“We are hear for you”
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A. Wegner
DENTURE CLINIC
30 YEARS IN BUSINESS

Have you been 
putting off getting 

new dentures or are 
your old ones not 

comfortable? 
www.wegnerdentureclinic.com.au

66 Ocean Beach Road, Woy Woy

4341 8888

ALAN
WIGNEY
PODIATRY

Why pay for 
treatment? 

We offer 
100% BULK BILLING

336 Trafalgar Ave, Umina

For all EPC Plans
Remember to ask specifically 
for Alan Wigney when having 

your care plan done.
We also do DVA and 
Pensioner Discounts!

For all aspects of podiatry,
call us on 

4341 4704

W

E N
OW OFFER

OFFERING 
PROFESSIONAL

SERVICE IN 
A FRIENDLY 

ENVIRONMENT

CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 16YRS 
PENSIONER & CONCESSION CARD HOLDERS

ON SITE
PATHOLOGY

Shop 1/10 Village Road, Saratoga
www.saratogamedicalcentre.com.au

4363 1066
Book your appointment

MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:00am – 5:30pm
SATURDAYS 8:00am – 1pm

Allied Health 
Professionals

Chiropractor - Psychologist
Dietitian - Podiatrist - Excercise 
Physiologist - Physiotherapist

ONLINE
BOOKINGS

WE WOULD LIKE TO 
WELCOME TO THE PRACTICE 
DR CHERIE CASTAING &

DR JEEVE SAMARASINGHE
WORKING ALONG SIDE
DR CARMEL SULLIVAN

DR JAIMIE REES
DR VICTOR NAKHLA

BULK BILLING AVAILABLE

More than $12,000 has been 
raised for a Umina family 
with an ill son in less than a 

month.
The fundraiser was launched 

on January 11 for the family of 
Cooper Fawcett who was admitted 
to Westmead Children’s Hospital 
suffering from a growth on his 
brain.

Family member Ms Niki-Lee 
Fawcett said the family had been 
“trapped in a nightmare” ever since 
his diagnosis.

“After an MRI, the worst fear 
was confirmed that Cooper has 
a mass on his brain,” Ms Fawcett 
said.

“He was flown to Westmead 
Children’s hospital which is where 
his parents Mack and Chantelle 
and his siblings have been residing 
ever since.

“It has been a nightmare to 
say the least and, if the tumour 
wasn’t bad enough, Cooper has 
lost his speech and basic motor 
skills including walking and holding 
things.

“Cooper will have to re-learn to 
walk and talk through extensive 
therapy,” Ms Fawcett said.

She said Cooper’s father had 
exhausted his leave entitlement, 
but needed to be with Cooper 
throughout this trying time.

She said the money raised 
would go to cover the family’s 
living expenses.

“This community is amazing 
and I have had so many people 
wanting to help.

“Chantelle and Mack are so 
grateful for all the support they 
have had thus far,” Ms Fawcett 
said.

“They have been told Cooper 
will need to remain in care at 
Westmead for at least three 
months, which means he will need 
his mum and dad by his side,” she 
said.

As of February 5, the fundraiser 
has raised $12,967 for the family.

Anyone wishing to donate can 
find the fundraiser on the Go Fund 
Me website.

SOURCE:
Website, 5 Feb 2019

Niki-Lee Fawcett, Fawcett 
family fundrasier

Money raised for 
family with ill son

More than $12,000 has been raised for Cooper Fawcett
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SKIN CANCERS CAN KILL QUICKLY
Nobody is safe

GET A PROFESSIONAL 
SKIN CANCER CHECK

with one of our experienced doctors before the rush
at the only dedicated Skin Cancer Clinic in Woy Woy

VIDLER AVENUE 
SKIN CANCER CENTRE

www.theskincancercentre.com.au

Call for an appointment  Ph:  4341 9911
Vidler Avenue Skin Cancer Centre - 7 Vidler Avenue WOY WOY

(NEXT TO BRISBANE WATERS PRIVATE HOSPITAL)

Book now for a bulk billed professional skin cancer check at:
Dr John Caska Dr Susan Molesworth            Dr Kishore Pradhan

UMINA
South Street Dental

Teeth for Life

Cosmetic Smiles

Teeth Whitening

Children and Adults

Complex Reconstruction

Implants

Dentures

Medicare Vouchers / Teen Vouchers welcome

Veterans’ Affairs welcome

HICAPS, EFTPOS and major 

Credit Cards Accepted

Accessible ground floor access 

with plenty of parking

Mario Reznik
BDS - 1st Class Honours (Syd)

Dip, Clinical Dentistry-Oral Implants (Syd)

Dental Surgeon

Umina Beach

52 South Street Umina Beach

4344  6699

Extensions to the Peninsula 
Village aged care facilities 
in Pozieres Ave, Umina, are 
expected to start in March.

“We have now selected the 
builder who will undertake the 
development of our approved new 
aged care facility on Pozieres Ave,” 
said chief executive Mr Shane 
Neaves.

“We will be announcing this 
appointment shortly with a 
view to a March construction 
commencement.

“We are also delighted to 
continue work on the refurbishment 
of the Pam Palmer House area, 
with the development application 
now approved for new staff rooms, 
a tea house and wellness and 

community hall.
“New lifts are also being 

installed in the coming months and 
we look forward to continue to plan 
for our residents now and into the 
future to ensure the safety and 
convenience for all,” he said.

SOURCE:
Social media, 23 Jan 2019

Shane Neaves, Peninsula Villages

Peninsula Village 
development to start in March

Students at Ettalong Public 
School have welcomed 
Healthy Harold and the team 
from Life Education to the 
school.

Healthy Harold arrived on 
school grounds on February 1 
to help students make safe and 

healthy lifestyle choices.
Harold spoke to children on 

a range of topics from diet and 
exercise to social media use, self-
respect and healthy relationships.

SOURCE:
Social media, 1 Feb 2019

Lynn Balfour, Ettalong 
Public School

Healthy Harold 
visits Ettalong
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Seeking Expressions of Interest 
to Engage a General Manager

The Central Coast Conservatorium of Music (CCCM) is an incorporated not-for-profit organisation located 
in Gosford between Sydney and Newcastle in one of the fastest growing regions of New South Wales. It is 
one of the largest cultural institutions on the Central Coast, and the only publicly funded music institution. 
Since its inception in 1987, the CCCM has grown substantially. In 2018 its tutors delivered more than 400 
hours per week of music tuition to more than 1,200 students of all ages, drawn predominantly from the 
southern parts of the Central Coast.
The CCCM currently employs around 60 teachers who deliver the organisation’s programs. It has five 
full-time staff (Artistic Director, Financial Controller, Communication and Events Manager, Senior Office 
Administrator and Accounts Assistant), assisted by a part-time Schools Manager and two casual 
administrative staff. 
The (CCCM) is seeking to recruit a General Manager in a key strategic role to deliver high customer service 
and enhanced teamwork. The GM will be responsible for oversight of business-as-usual activities, driving 
and reviewing projects and contributing to strategic initiatives.
The successful candidate will ideally be an Individual with 8-10 years minimum experience in a music 
education or related organisation, and have skills that include managing people in a not for profit, largely 
government funded environment. As a progressive and dynamic institution, the CCCM has to engage with 
digital technology, financial management and fundraising with the help of volunteers. 
2019 and beyond will be a challenging and exciting time for the Conservatorium, and these challenges will 
be met by an experienced and dedicated individual, who will be charged with the day to day management of 
the CCCM business, including the operational oversight of staff and teachers. In an increasingly regulatory 
environment, human resource management, management of Government funding and capacity to secure 
new sources of revenue from services, sponsorship and private sector funding will be key objectives.
TERMS AND REMUNERATION
This position is being offered for an initial period of six months on a fixed-term all-inclusive contract with a view to 
extension pending the meeting of key performance indicators. Remuneration package to be negotiated.

HOW TO EXPRESS INTEREST
To find out more about this position and for details on how to apply, please contact CCCM Board Member Ian Hemphill 
on hemphill.ian@icloud.com or 0416 142 419. 
For information about the Central Coast Conservatorium of Music please visit our website: 
www.centralcoastconservatorium.com.au

ADVERTISMENT

AUSTRALIAN COAL ALLIANCE

Woy Woy 
Osteopathic Centre

Osteopathy and Accupuncture

Gentle treatment for back or 
neck pain, joint problems, 

headaches and more.

David Legge and Damon Clark
112 Blackwall Rd Woy Woy

Ph 4343 1340

More than $17,000 has been 
raised by the friends and 
family of a Umina woman 
recently diagnosed with 
cancer.

Friends and family of Mr 
and Mrs Janek and Karen 
Chorazyczewski rallied 
throughout January to raise 
the funds after learning that 
Mrs Chorazyczewski had been 
diagnosed with stage four 
colorectal cancer.

Upon diagnosis it was also 
revealed Mrs Chorazyczewski 
had tumours in her sigmoid colon 
and liver.

Calling themselves Karen’s 
Fight Club, the group have set 
a $20,000 goal to assist the 
Chorazyczewski’s with medical 
costs and other associated 
expenses.

They have raised $17,165 of 
their goal as of February 6.

Karen’s Fight Club member 
Ms Katie Marie said: “In January, 
Karen underwent a mammoth 
surgery at St George Hospital to 
remove the tumours (including 
bowel and liver resection), 
lymph nodes, and other tissues 
(peritonectomy) and has 
commenced intraperitoneal 
chemotherapy.

“Karen’s surgery went well and 
she is now undertaking a lengthy 
recovery which will include 

several weeks in hospital and 
many months of recovery at home 
with additional chemotherapy.

“Understandably, Karen 
cannot return to work as an 
emergency department nurse 
and her husband Janek will 
require extended periods of leave 
from his job as an ambulance 
officer to care for Karen.

“With two infant children to 

support, the loss of income as 
well as the requirement for in-
home assistance, additional child 
care, meals, cleaners, travel, 
utility bills, everyday expenses 
and so on is expected to have 
quite a financial impact on their 
family.

“This is where Karen’s Fight 
Club can help.

“We have set up this 
fundraiser to give the community 
the opportunity to help ease the 
financial burden.

“From the beginning, Karen 
has said there is no way she 
would have been able to stand up 
to this aggressive cancer without 
the amazing support of her family 
and friends,” Ms Marie said.

Mr Chorazyczewski said 
his family were touched by the 

generosity of their supporters.
“Truly, you have no idea how 

much it means to us that so many 
people care so much.

“We have been moved to tears 
too many times to count from the 
messages and love sent to us,” 
he said.

Mr Chorazyczewski said his 
wife was currently in recovery 
and enjoying spending time with 
their sons.

“One thing we would like 
people to take away from Karen’s 
story is just how quickly bowel 
cancer can take over your life.

“The enduring message that 
Karen wants passed on is that it 
can happen to anyone.

“Listen to your body and pay 
attention to the subtle signs.

“Don’t allow your concerns to 

be dismissed.
“If you notice any changes to 

your bowels, gut health or sense 
of wellbeing insist on getting 
a colonoscopy regardless of 
your risk profile or being told it’s 
‘unlikely to be cancer’.

“You know your body better 
than anyone,” he said.

Bowel cancer is one of 
Australia’s most common cancers 
with around 17, 000 people 
diagnosed each year.

Mr Chorazyczewski said 
younger people should also be 
aware of their bowel health.

“Bowel cancer can and does 
happen to young people.

“Karen is 36.
“We have two young children, 

one of whom is just a baby, and 
was born right when this madness 
was discovered.

“Early detection is the key 
to survival so please everyone 
regularly get checked,” Mr 
Chorazyczewski said.

To donate to the campaign, 
visit the Go Fund Me website and 
search for Karen’s Fight.

\

SOURCE:
Website, Jan 15

Katie Marie, Umina
Janek Chorazyczewski, Umina

Money donated to woman diagnosed with cancer
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ABC (C20/21) PRIME (C61/60) NINE (C81/80) TEN (C13) SBS (C30)

ABCCOMEDY (C22) ABCME (C23) ABCNEWS (C24) SBS VICE (C31/32) SBS FOOD (C33) SBS NITV (C34) 7TWO (C62) 7MATE (C63)

    6:00     News Breakfast [s] 
    9:00     ABC News Mornings [s] 
  10:00     Antiques Roadshow [s] 
  11:00     Fake Or Fortune? [s] 
  12:00     ABC News At Noon [s] 
    1:00     Landline (PG) [s]  
    2:00     Agatha Raisin (M) [s] 
    3:00     The Cook And The Chef  
    3:25     Dream Gardens [s] 
    4:00     Think Tank [s]  
    5:00     ABC News Update [s]  
    5:05     Grand Designs [s] 
    6:00     The Drum [s]  
    7:00     ABC News [s]  
    7:30     7.30 [s]  

    6:00     Sunrise [s]  
    9:00     The Morning Show (PG)  
  11:30     Seven Morning News [s]  
  12:00     Program To Be Advised 
    2:00     The Daily Edition [s]  
    3:00     The Chase UK [s]  
    4:00     Seven News At 4 [s]  
    5:00     The Chase Australia [s]  
    6:00     7Prime News [s] . 
    7:00     My Kitchen Rules  
              (PG) [s] – The power to  
              send our first team home  
              is in the hands of eight  
              new teams as group two  
              become guests and jury at  

              the all new MKR  
              Restaurant. Whose MKR  
              dream will end tonight? 
    9:00     Instant Hotel (PG) [s] –  
              There are no hotels and  
              motels, only Aussies  
              turning their homes into  
              instant hotels. Get set for  
              the journey. 
  10:30     The Latest Seven News  
  11:00     Undercurrent: Real  
              Murder Investigation (M) 
  12:00     Mistresses:  
              Odd Couples (M) [s]  
    1:00     Home Shopping 

    8:00     Back Roads: Windorah  
    8:30     Four Corners:  
              Meet The Scammers [s]  
    9:15     Media Watch [s]  
    9:35     Q&A [s]  
  10:40     ABC Late News [s] 
  11:10     The Business [s]  
  11:30     Magical Land Of Oz [s]  
  12:30     The Cry (M l) [s]  
    1:30     rage (MA15+) [s] 
    3:35     The New Inventors [s]  
    4:00     Tony Robinson’s Time 
              Walks [s] 
    4:30     The Drum [s] 
    5:30     One Plus One [s] 

    5:30     Today [s]  
    9:00     Today Extra [s] 
  11:30     NINE’s Morning News [s] 
  12:00     Ellen (PG) [s] 
    1:00     Extra [s] 
    1:30     Married At First  

        Sight (PG) [s]  
    3:00     NINE News Now [s] 
    4:00     NINE’s Afternoon News  
    5:00     Millionaire Hot Seat [s] 
    6:00     NBN News [s] 
    7:00     A Current Affair [s]  
    7:30     Married At First Sight  
              (M) [s] – The couples 
               move into their new  

              apartments but one couple  
              head straight to  
              counselling after an  
              explosive Commitment  
              Ceremony. 
    9:00     Murder, Lies And Alibis:  
              Vasyli (Part 2) (M v,l) [s]  
  10:10     Serial Killer With Piers  
              Morgan: Mark Riebe (M)  
  11:10     Chicago Justice:  
              Dead Meat (M) [s]  
  12:05     Cold Case:  
              Time To Crime (M) [s]  
    1:00     Extra [s]  
    1:30     Home Shopping

    6:00     Headline News [s]  
    8:30     Studio 10 (PG) [s]  
  12:00     Dr Phil (PG) [s]  
    1:00     I’m A Celebrity… Get Me  
              Out Of Here! (PG) [s]  
    2:30     Entertainment Tonight  
    3:00     Judge Judy (PG) [s]  
    3:30     Everyday Gourmet With  
              Justine Schofield [s]  
    4:00     The Cook’s Pantry With  
              Matt Sinclair [s]  
    4:30     The Bold And The  
              Beautiful (PG) [s]  
    5:00     10 News First [s]  
    6:00     Pointless (PG) [s] 

    6:30     The Project (PG) [s] . 
    7:30     I’m A Celebrity… Get Me  
              Out Of Here! (PG) [s]  
    9:00     Program To Be Advised  
  10:00     Hughesy, We Have A  
              Problem (M) [s] 
  11:00     The Project [s]  
  12:00     WIN’s All Australian  
              News [s]  
    1:00     The Late Show With  
              Stephen Colbert (PG) [s]  
    2:00     Home Shopping  
    4:30     CBS - This Morning 

    5:00     CGTN English News 
    5:15     NHK World English  
              News  
    5:30     Worldwatch – Deutsche  
              Welle News 6:00 France  
              24 News 6:30 Al Jazeera  
              Newshour 7:30  

        Worldwatch Continues 
    2:00     Lost Songs Of St Kilda 
    2:30     Jazz Andrea Boccelli:  
              Cinema  
    4:05     Alex Polizzi Chef For  
              Hire 
    5:05     The Supervet (PG) 
    6:00     Letters And Numbers  

    6:30     SBS World News  
    7:30     Spying On The  
              Royals (PG)  
    8:30     Michael Mosley’s  
              Placebo Experiment:  
              Can My Brain Cure My  
              Body?  
    9:35     The Honesty Experiment  
  10:40     SBS World News Late  
  11:10     The World Game  
  11:40     Home Ground (M l)  
              (In Norwegian) 
  12:35     Gangland Undercover  
              (MA15+) 
    2:20     Paris (MA15+) (In French)
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6:00 Rusty Rivets 6:25 Peter Rabbit 7:05 
Andy’s Wild Adventures 7:30 Spicks And 
Specks (PG) 8:00 The Agony Of Modern 
Manners (M l) 8:30 The Office (PG) 9:15 The 
Good Place (M s) 10:00 Idiotsitter (M) 10:20 30 
Rock (PG) 10:40 Parks And Recreation (PG) 
11:05 Reno 911! (M) 11:30 The Office (M)

4:30 How To Do Stuff Good 5:00 Find Me In 
Paris 5:25 Wishfart! 6:00 Kung Fu Panda 6:30 
Operation Ouch! 7:00 Junior Vets 7:30 Danger 
Mouse 8:05 The Deep 8:25 Detentionaire 8:50 
Nowhere Boys: Boys: Two Moons Rising: The 
Search For Atridax/ Birth Of The Mega Demon 
(PG) 9:40 rage (PG) 

6:00 News Breakfast 9:00 ABC News Mornings 
12:00 ABC News At Noon 3:00 ABC News  
Afternoons 4:00 Afternoon Briefing 5:00 ABC 
National News 6:00 ABC News Hour 7:00 The 
Drum 8:00 ABC News Tonight 9:45 The  
Business 10:00 The World 11:00 ABC Nightly 
News 12:00 ABC Late News

2:45 It’s Suppertime (PG) 3:10 PopAsia (PG) 
4:10 Vs. Arashi 5:05 If You Are The One (PG) 
(In Mandarin) 6:05 The Ice Cream Show (PG) 
6:35 Mythbusters (PG) 7:30 RocKwiz (PG) 
8:30 Housos (MA15+) 9:00 Adam Looking For 
Eve (M) (In Dutch) 9:55 The Girlfriend  
Experience (M)

4:00 Food Lovers’ Guide To Australia 4:30  
Miguel’s Tropical Kitchen 5:00 Richo’s Bar 
Snacks 5:30 The Cook And The Chef (PG) 6:30 
Oliver’s Twist 7:30 Kylie Kwong 8:30 Essence 
Of India 9:30 Eat Australia In South Australia 
9:35 Food Porn 10:00 The Cook And The Chef 
11:00 Oliver’s Twist

5:00 Volumz 6:00 Surviving 6:30 The Chefs’ 
Line 7:00 Our Stories 7:20 NAIDOC Award 
Winners’ Stories Apprentice Of The Year 7:25 
NITV News 7:30 Indictment: The Crimes Of 
Shelly Chartier (M l) 8:20 The Murder Of  
Emmett Till 9:20 NITV News 9:25 AFL 2019: 
NTFL 11:25 Footprints 12:05 Volumz

3:00 Harry’s Practice 3:30 Auction Squad 4:30 
RSPCA Animal Rescue 5:00 Medical  
Emergency (PG) 5:30 Escape To The Country 
6:30 Bargain Hunt 7:30 Doc Martin (PG) 8:30 
Lewis (M v) 10:30 Kingdom (PG) 11:30 Medical 
Emergency (PG) 12:00 Bargain Hunt 1:00 The 
Great Outdoors 3:00 Auction Squad

1:00 Swamp People (PG) 3:00 Mythbusters 
(PG) 4:00 Blokesworld (PG) 4:30 Restoration 
Garage (PG) 5:30 Pawn Stars (PG) 6:00  
American Pickers (PG) 7:00 Cricket: Australia 
Awards 2019 8:30 Movie: “Avatar” (M v) (’09) 
Stars: Zoe Saldana 11:50 Movie: “30 Minutes 
Or Less” (MA15+) (’11) Stars: Jesse Eisenberg 

7FOOD (C74) 7FLIX (C66) 10 PEACH (C11) 10 BOLD (C12) GEM (C82) GO! (C83/88) 9LIFE (C84)
2:00 Ridiculous Cakes (PG) 2:30 The Kitchen 
(PG) 3:30 The Pioneer Woman (PG) 4:00 
Giada At Home (PG) 4:30 Sweet Genius (PG) 
5:30 Cupcake Wars (PG) 6:30 Chopped (PG) 
7:30 Kid’s Baking Championship (PG) 8:30 
Spring Baking Championship (PG) 9:30 TBA 
10:30 Kid’s Baking Championship (PG) 

10:30 Travel Oz (PG) 12:00 Red Band Society 
(M) 2:00 Battle Creek (M d,v) 3:00 TBA 5:00 
M*A*S*H (PG) 6:00 Married With Children (PG) 
6:30 M*A*S*H (PG) 7:30 Seinfeld (PG) 8:30 
Modern Family (PG) 12:30 Scandal (M v) 2:30 
Movie: “The Iron Major” (G) (’43) Stars: Bruce 
Edwards 

3:00 Becker (PG) 3:30 The King Of Queens 
(PG) 4:30 Everybody Loves Raymond (PG) 
5:30 Frasier (PG) 6:00 Pointless (PG) 6:30 
Neighbours (PG) 7:00 Two And A Half Men 
(PG) 8:30 Fresh Off The Boat (PG) 9:30 New 
Girl (PG) 10:30 Supernatural (M) 11:30 The 
Late Late Show (M) 12:30 Home Shopping 

1:00 WIN’s All Australian News 2:00 Jake And 
The Fatman (PG) 3:00 Diagnosis Murder (PG) 
4:00 Star Trek: The Next Generation (PG) 5:00 
Star Trek: Voyager (PG) 6:00 Judge Judy (PG) 
6:30 Bondi Rescue (PG) 7:30 NCIS (M) 8:30 
Law And Order: SVU (M) 10:30 48 Hours (M) 
11:30 CSI: Miami (M) 12:30 Home Shopping

1:45 Mad About You (PG) 2:15 Vet On The Hill 
(PG) 3:15 Nature’s Miracle Orphans (PG) 4:25 
Heartbeat (PG) 5:30 Vet On The Hill (PG) 6:30 
Antiques Roadshow: Hereford 7:30 New Tricks 
(M s) 8:40 Silent Witness (MA15+) 10:00  
Unforgettable (M) 11:00 Law And Order SVU 
(M) 12:00 Heartbeat (PG) 1:00 Home Shopping

4:00 Be Cool Scooby Doo! (PG) 4:30 The Tom 
And Jerry Show 5:00 Adventure Time (PG) 5:30 
Steven Universe (PG) 6:00 Friends (PG) 7:00 
The Big Bang Theory (PG) 9:00 Movie:  
“Zombieland” (MA15+) (’09) Stars: Emma 
Stone 10:45 The Big Bang Theory (PG) 12:00 
Meet The Hockers (PG) 12:30 Friends (PG) 

2:30 House Hunters International 3:00 The 
Block Sky High (PG) 4:00 Come Dine With Me 
Couples (PG) 5:00 Louisiana Flip N Move 6:00 
House Hunters International 7:00 House 
Hunters USA 7:30 Botched (M n,mp) 8:30 Dr 
Christian Jessen Will See You Now (M) 9:30  
Violent Child, Desperate Parents (M)

 
 
 
 

Advert

ABC (C20/21) PRIME (C61/60) NINE (C81/80) TEN (C13) SBS (C30)

ABCCOMEDY (C22) ABCME (C23) ABCNEWS (C24) SBS VICE (C31/32) SBS FOOD (C33) SBS NITV (C34) 7TWO (C62) 7MATE (C63)

    6:00     News Breakfast [s] 
    9:00     ABC News Mornings [s] 
  10:00     Grand Designs (PG) [s]  
  11:00     Ask The Doctor (PG) [s] 
  11:30     Anh’s Brush With \ 
              Fame (PG) [s]  
  12:00     ABC News At Noon [s] 
    1:00     Four Corners [s] 
    1:45     Media Watch (PG) [s] 
    2:00     Parliament Question  
              Time [s]  
    3:00     Poh’s Kitchen [s] 
    3:30     Dream Gardens [s] 
    4:00     Think Tank [s]  
    5:00     ABC News Update [s]  

    6:00     Sunrise [s]  
    9:00     The Morning Show (PG)  
  11:30     Seven Morning News [s]  
  12:00     Program To Be Advised 
    2:00     The Daily Edition [s]  
    3:00     The Chase UK [s]  
    4:00     Seven News At 4 [s]  
    5:00     The Chase Australia [s]  
    6:00     7Prime News [s]  
    7:00     My Kitchen Rules  
              (PG) [s] – MKR’s biggest  
              fans host the biggest night  
              ever, which includes two  
              MKR firsts.  
    9:00     The Good Doctor: Faces  

              (M) [s] – Dr Andrews tries  
              to convince a grieving  
              family to donate their  
              teenage daughter’s face  
              to another young girl  
              whose face was horribly  
              disfigured in an accident.  
  10:00     The Resident:  
              Virtually Impossible (M) [s]  
  11:00     The Latest Seven News  
  11:30     The Family:  
              All The Livelong Day (M v) 
  12:30     Home Shopping 

    5:05     Grand Designs (PG) [s] 
    6:00     The Drum [s]  
    7:00     ABC News [s]  
    7:30     7.30 [s]  
    8:00     Foreign Correspondent  
    8:30     Catalyst: Allergy Clinic [s]  
    9:30     Fake Or Fortune?:  

        Giacometti [s]  
  10:30     ABC Late News [s] 
  11:00     The Business [s] 
  11:15     Q&A [s] 
  12:25     Parliament Question 
              Time [s]  
    1:25     rage (MA15+) [s]  
    3:35     The New Inventors [s] 

    5:30     Today [s]  
    9:00     Today Extra [s] 
  11:30     NINE’s Morning News [s] 
  12:00     Ellen (PG) [s]  
    1:00     Extra [s] 
    1:30     Married At First Sight  
              (M) [s]  
    3:00     NINE News Now [s] 
    4:00     NINE’s Afternoon News  
    5:00     Millionaire Hot Seat [s] 
    6:00     NBN News [s] 
    7:00     A Current Affair [s]  
    7:30     Married At First Sight  
              (M) [s] – One partner in  
              each couple takes all the  

              power for one week. 
    9:00     Travel Guides:  
              European Cruise (PG) [s]  
  10:00     True Story With Hamish  
              And Andy: Alan (PG) [s]  
  10:30     Better Late Than Never:  
              Munich (PG) [s]  
  11:25     Chicago Justice:  
              Double Helix (M) [s]  
  12:15     Cold Case:  
              Revolution (M) [s]  
    1:05     Extra [s]  
    1:30     SOS Red Zone [s]  
    2:00     Home Shopping  
    4:00     Ellen (PG) [s] 

    6:00     Headline News [s]  
    8:30     Studio 10 (PG) [s]  
  12:00     Dr Phil (PG) [s]  
    1:00     I’m A Celebrity… Get Me  
              Out Of Here! (PG) [s]  
    2:30     Entertainment Tonight  
    3:00     Judge Judy (PG) [s]  
    3:30     Everyday Gourmet With  
              Justine Schofield [s]  
    4:00     The Cook’s Pantry With  
              Matt Sinclair [s]  
    4:30     The Bold And The  
              Beautiful (PG) [s]  
    5:00     10 News First [s]  
    6:00     Pointless (PG) [s] 

    6:30     The Project (PG) [s]  
    7:30     I’m A Celebrity… Get Me  
              Out Of Here! (PG) [s]  
    9:00     Hughesy, We Have A  
              Problem (M) [s]  
  10:00     NCIS: Los Angeles:  
              Under Pressure (M) [s]  
  11:00     NCIS: Los Angeles:  
              Cac Tu Nhan (M v) [s]  
  12:00     WIN’s All Australian  
              News [s]  
    1:00     The Project [s]  
    2:00     The Late Show With  
              Stephen Colbert (PG) [s]  
    3:00     Home Shopping 

    5:00     CGTN English News 
    5:15     NHK World English  
              News  
    5:30     Worldwatch  
    1:00     PBS Newshour  
    2:00     Chinese New Year: (In  
              English/ Mandarin)  
    2:55     Who Do You Think You  
              Are?: Ricky  
              Tomlinson (PG) 
    4:05     Alex Polizzi Chef For  
              Hire 
    5:05     The Supervet (PG) 
    6:00     Letters And Numbers  
    6:30     SBS World News  

    7:35     Michael Portillo’s  
              Abandoned Britain:  
              Plastic Surgery Pioneers  
    8:30     Insight: Witness (Part 2)  
    9:30     8 Out Of 10 Cats Does  
              Countdown  
  10:30     SBS World News Late  
  11:00     Ride Upon The Storm  
              (M) (In Danish)  
  12:05     Agatha Christie’s  
              Criminal Games (M s)  

        (In French) 
    1:50     Modus (M l,v) (In  
              Swedish/ English/ Danish)  
    4:30     Poh’s Kitchen 
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6:00 Rusty Rivets 6:25 Peter Rabbit 7:05 
Andy’s Wild Adventures 7:30 Spicks And 
Specks (PG) 8:00 Adam Hills: The Last Leg (M) 
8:30 Black Books: Blood (PG) 9:05 The Office 
(PG) 9:50 In The Long Run (M l) 10:10 Time-
wasters (M l) 10:35 30 Rock (PG) 11:00 Parks 
And Recreation (PG) 11:25 Reno 911! (M)

4:00 Officially Amazing 4:35 School Of Rock 
(PG) 5:00 Find Me In Paris 5:25 Wishfart! 6:00 
Kung Fu Panda 6:30 Operation Ouch! 7:00 
Junior Vets 7:30 Danger Mouse 8:05 The Deep 
8:25 Detentionaire 8:50 Nowhere Boys: Boys: 
Two Moons Rising: The Battle For Bremin (PG) 
9:15 rage (PG) 

6:00 News Breakfast 9:00 ABC News Mornings 
12:00 ABC News At Noon 2:00 Parliament 
Question Time 3:15 ABC News Afternoons 4:00 
Afternoon Briefing 5:00 ABC National News 
6:00 ABC News Hour 7:00 The Drum 8:00 ABC 
News Tonight 9:45 The Business 10:00 The 
World 11:00 ABC Nightly News

3:00 States Of Undress (PG) 3:50 PBS  
Newshour 4:50 If You Are The One (PG) (In 
Mandarin) 6:05 Vice News Tonight 6:35 Myth-
busters (PG) 7:30 Children Of The Dirty Gold 
8:00 The World’s Dirtiest Air 8:30 Our Rising 
Oceans (M l) 9:20 And The Aftermath 10:20 
Dopesick Nation (M) 11:10 Wild Ride (M)

4:00 Food Lovers’ Guide To Australia 4:30  
Miguel’s Tropical Kitchen 5:00 Richo’s Bar 
Snacks 5:30 The Cook And The Chef 6:30 
Oliver’s Twist 7:30 Luke Nguyen’s Vietnam 
8:30 Poh’s Kitchen 9:30 Eat Australia In South 
Australia 9:35 Food Porn 10:00 The Cook And 
The Chef 11:00 Oliver’s Twist

5:00 Volumz 6:00 Around The Campfire 6:30 
The Chefs’ Line 7:00 Our Stories 7:20 NAIDOC 
Award Winners’ Stories Caring For Country 
7:25 NITV News 7:30 Haunted (PG) 8:00 
Chappelle’s Show (M l) 8:30 Broke Ass Game 
Show (M s) 9:30 NITV News 9:35 Hunting  
Aotearoa 10:35 Pro Bull Riding Tamworth

3:00 Harry’s Practice 3:30 Auction Squad 4:30 
RSPCA Animal Rescue 5:00 Medical  
Emergency (PG) 5:30 Escape To The Country 
6:30 Bargain Hunt 7:30 Jonathan Creek (M v) 
8:30 Crime Investigation Australia (MA15+) 
10:00 The Suspects (M v,l) 11:00 Crimes That 
Shook The World (MA15+) 

1:00 Bloopers 1:30 Pawn Stars (PG) 2:00 
American Pickers (PG) 3:00 Swamp People 
(PG) 4:00 Mythbusters (PG) 5:00 Restoration 
Garage (PG) 6:00 American Pickers (PG) 7:00 
Pawn Stars (PG) 7:30 Highway Patrol (PG) 
8:00 Beach Cops (PG) 8:30 Aussie Lobster 
Men (PG) 9:30 Mega Marine Machines (PG) 

7FOOD (C74) 7FLIX (C66) 10 PEACH (C11) 10 BOLD (C12) GEM (C82) GO! (C83/88) 9LIFE (C84)
1:30 Chopped (PG) 2:30 The Kitchen (PG) 
3:30 The Pioneer Woman (PG) 4:00 Giada At 
Home (PG) 4:30 Kid’s Baking Championship 
(PG) 5:30 TBA 6:30 Chopped (PG) 7:30  
Mystery Diners (PG) 8:30 Restaurant  
Impossible (PG) 10:30 Mystery Diners (PG) 
11:30 Chopped (PG) 12:30 Sydney Weekender

10:00 James Robison (PG) 10:30 Travel Oz 
(PG) 12:00 Red Band Society (M) 2:00 Battle 
Creek (M d,v) 3:00 TBA 5:00 M*A*S*H (PG) 
6:00 Married With Children (PG) 6:30 M*A*S*H 
(PG) 7:30 Seinfeld (PG) 8:30 Modern Family 
(PG) 12:30 Scandal (M v) 2:30 Movie: “Target 
Earth” (M h,v) (’98) Stars: Chad Lowe

3:00 Becker (PG) 3:30 The King Of Queens 
(PG) 4:30 Everybody Loves Raymond (PG) 
5:30 Frasier (PG) 6:00 Pointless (PG) 6:30 
Neighbours (PG) 7:00 Two And A Half Men 
(PG) 8:30 Queer Eye For The Straight Guy (M) 
9:30 Brides Of Beverly Hills 10:30 Charmed 
(PG) 11:30 The Late Late Show (M)

1:00 WIN’s All Australian News 2:00 Jake And 
The Fatman (PG) 3:00 Diagnosis Murder (PG) 
4:00 Star Trek: The Next Generation (PG) 5:00 
Star Trek: Voyager (PG) 6:00 Judge Judy (PG) 
6:30 Bondi Rescue (PG) 7:30 NCIS (M) 8:30 
CSI: Miami (M) 10:30 The Mentalist (M v) 12:30 
Home Shopping 2:00 Mission: Impossible (PG)

1:45 Mad About You (PG) 2:15 Vet On The Hill 
(PG) 3:15 Nature’s Miracle Orphans (PG) 4:25 
Heartbeat (PG) 5:30 Vet On The Hill (PG) 6:30 
Antiques Roadshow 2 7:30 New Tricks (M) 8:40 
Jack Taylor (MA15+) 10:40 Aircrash  
Confidential (M) 11:40 Law And Order SVU (M) 
12:35 My Favourite Martian

4:00 Be Cool Scooby Doo! (PG) 4:30 The Tom 
And Jerry Show 5:00 Adventure Time (PG) 5:30 
Steven Universe (PG) 6:00 Friends (PG) 7:00 
The Big Bang Theory (PG) 7:30 Young Sheldon 
(PG) 8:30 Movie: “The Expendables 3” (M v,l) 
(’14) Stars: Sylvester Stallone 11:00 The Big 
Bang Theory (PG) 11:25 Young Sheldon (PG) 

1:00 House Hunters USA 2:00 Island Life 3:30 
The Block Sky High (PG) 4:00 Come Dine With 
Me Couples (PG) 5:00 Fixer Upper (PG) 6:00 
House Hunters International 7:00 House 
Hunters USA 7:30 Fixer Upper (PG) 8:30 Good 
Bones (PG) 9:30 Beachfront Bargain Hunt 
11:30 House Hunters International 
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ABC (C20/21) PRIME (C61/60) NINE (C81/80) TEN (C13) SBS (C30)

ABCCOMEDY (C22) ABCME (C23) ABCNEWS (C24) SBS VICE (C31/32) SBS FOOD (C33) SBS NITV (C34) 7TWO (C62) 7MATE (C63)

    6:00     News Breakfast [s] 
    9:00     ABC News Mornings [s] 
  10:00     Grand Designs [s] 
  11:00     Ask The Doctor (PG) [s] 
  11:30     Anh’s Brush With  
              Fame (PG) [s]  
  12:00     ABC News At Noon [s] 
  12:30     National Press Club  
              Address [s] 
    1:30     Compass (PG) [s] 
    2:00     Parliament Question  
              Time [s]  
    3:00     The Cook And The Chef 
    3:25     Dream Gardens [s] 
    4:00     Think Tank [s]  

    6:00     Sunrise [s]  
    9:00     The Morning Show [s]  
  11:30     Seven Morning News [s]  
  12:00     Program To Be Advised 
    2:00     The Daily Edition [s]  
    3:00     The Chase UK [s]  
    4:00     Seven News At 4 [s]  
    5:00     The Chase Australia [s]  
    6:00     7Prime News [s]  
    7:00     My Kitchen Rules  
              (PG) [s] – Bartending  
              buddies Victor and G are  
              hoping they’ve concocted  
              the right mix for success.  
              Will drawing on their  

              unique heritage deliver  
              harmonious scores or will  
              their fusion cause  
              confusion?  
    9:00     Undercurrent: Real  
              Murder Investigation (M)  
  10:00     Criminal Minds:  
              Broken Wing (M) [s]  
  11:00     The Latest Seven News  
  11:30     The Family:  
              Sweet Jane (M v) [s]  
  12:30     Home Shopping 

    5:00     ABC News Update [s]  
    5:05     Grand Designs (PG) [s] 
    6:00     The Drum [s]  
    7:00     ABC News [s]  
    7:30     7.30 [s]  
    8:00     Hard Quiz (PG) [s]  
    8:30     Rosehaven (PG) [s]  
    9:00     Get Krack!n (MA15+) [s]  
    9:30     Would I Lie To You? (PG)  
  10:05     Adam Hills:  

        The Last Leg (PG) [s] 
  10:45     ABC Late News [s] 
  11:15     The Business [s] 
  11:30     Four Corners [s] 
  12:20     Media Watch [s]

    5:30     Today [s]  
    9:00     Today Extra [s] 
  11:30     NINE’s Morning News [s] 
  12:00     Ellen (PG) [s] 
    1:00     Extra [s] 
    1:30     Married At First Sight  
              (M) [s]  
    3:00     NINE News Now [s] 
    4:00     NINE’s Afternoon News  
    5:00     Millionaire Hot Seat [s] 
    6:00     NBN News [s] 
    7:00     A Current Affair [s]  
    7:30     Married At First Sight  
              (M) [s] – The relationship  
              of one couple takes a  

              shocking left turn that no  
              one sees coming.  
    9:00     New Amsterdam:  
              Boundaries (M mp) [s]  
  10:00     Chicago Med: The  
              Tipping Point (M mp) [s]  
  11:00     Talking Married (M l,s) [s]  
  11:50     Major Crimes:  
              White Lies (Part 3) (M v) 
  12:40     Major Crimes:  
              Heart Failure (M v) [s]  
    1:30     Extra [s]  
    2:00     Home Shopping  
    4:00     Ellen (PG) [s] 

    6:00     Headline News [s]  
    8:30     Studio 10 (PG) [s]  
  12:00     Dr Phil (PG) [s]  
    1:00     I’m A Celebrity… Get Me  
              Out Of Here! (PG) [s]  
    2:30     Entertainment Tonight  
    3:00     Judge Judy (PG) [s]  
    3:30     Everyday Gourmet With  
              Justine Schofield [s]  
    4:00     The Cook’s Pantry With  
              Matt Sinclair [s] 
    4:30     The Bold And The  
              Beautiful (PG) [s]  
    5:00     10 News First [s] 
    6:00     Pointless (PG) [s] 

    6:30     The Project (PG) [s]  
    7:30     Changing Rooms – Host 
    9:00     Law And Order: SVU:  
              A Story of More Woe (M)  
  10:00     Law And Order: SVU:  
              Sunk Cost Fallacy (M) [s]  
  11:00     The Project (PG) [s]  
  12:00     WIN’s All Australian  
              News [s]  
    1:00     The Late Show With  
              Stephen Colbert (PG) [s]  
    2:00     Home Shopping  
    4:30     CBS - This Morning 

    5:00     CGTN English News 
    5:15     NHK World English  
              News  
    5:30     Worldwatch  
    1:00     PBS Newshour  
    2:00     In My Mind: Women (PG)  
    3:00     Insight: Witness (Part 2)  
    4:00     Alex Polizzi Chef For  
              Hire 
    5:05     The Supervet (PG) 
    6:00     Letters And Numbers  
    6:30     SBS World News  
    7:30     Gourmet Farmer  
    8:00     Great British Railway  
              Journeys: Durham To  

              Grosmont  
    8:30     McMafia (In English/  
              Russian/ Arabic)  
  10:40     SBS World News Late 
  11:00     Berlin Station:  
              In Cold Hell (MA15+)  
  12:00     Movie: “The Workshop”  
              (M l,s) (’17) Stars:  
              Nakhane Touré, Bongile  
              Mantsai (In French)  
    2:00     Ride Upon The Storm  
              (M) (In Danish) 
    3:10     Lisa Limone And Maroc  
              Orange (PG) (In English/  
              Estonian/ French/ Italian) 
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6:00 Rusty Rivets 6:25 Peter Rabbit 7:05 
Andy’s Wild Adventures 7:30 Spicks And 
Specks (PG) 8:00 Absolutely Fabulous (PG) 
8:30 Upper Middle Bogan (M) 9:00 The Office 
(PG) 9:45 Asian Provocateur (M l,s) 10:15 30 
Rock (PG) 10:35 Parks And Recreation (PG) 
11:00 Reno 911! (M) 11:20 The Office (PG)

4:00 Officially Amazing 4:35 School Of Rock 
(PG) 5:00 Find Me In Paris 5:25 Wishfart! 6:00 
Kung Fu Panda 6:30 Operation Ouch! 7:00 
Junior Vets 7:30 Danger Mouse 8:05 The 
Deep: The Twilight Zone 8:25 Detentionaire: 
The Outcasts Strike Back! 8:50 Nowhere Boys 
(PG) 9:40 rage (PG) 

6:00 News Breakfast 9:00 ABC News Mornings 
12:00 ABC News At Noon 12:30 National Press 
Club Address 1:30 ABC News 2:00 Parliament 
Question Time 3:15 ABC News Afternoons 4:00 
Afternoon Briefing 5:00 ABC National News 
6:00 ABC News Hour 7:00 The Drum 8:00 ABC 
News Tonight 9:45 The Business

2:50 It’s Suppertime (PG) 3:20 Huang’s World 
(PG) 4:10 PBS Newshour 5:05 If You Are The 
One (PG) (In Mandarin) 6:05 Vice News  
Tonight 6:35 Mythbusters (PG) 7:30 RocKwiz 
(PG) 8:30 Movie: “Spice World” (M l,s,v) (’01) 
Stars: Eric Benet 12:15 Movie: “Athena” 
(MA15+) (’10) (In Korean) 

4:00 Food Lovers’ Guide To Australia 4:30 
Drive Thru Australia 5:00 Richo’s Bar Snacks 
5:30 The Cook And The Chef (PG) 6:30 The 
Naked Chef 7:30 Paul And Nick’s Big NZ Food 
Trip 8:30 Lee Chan’s World Tour 9:30 Eat  
Australia In South Australia 9:35 Food Porn 
10:00 The Cook And The Chef 

5:00 Volumz 6:00 Desperate Measures 6:30 
The Chefs’ Line 7:00 Our Stories 7:20 NAIDOC 
Award Winners’ Stories Female Elder Of The 
Year 7:25 NITV News 7:30 1491: The Untold 
Story Of The Americas (PG) 8:30 The Point 
9:30 After The Apology (M l) 11:00 Yorky Billy 
11:20 First Nations Sand Map 

3:00 Harry’s Practice 3:30 Auction Squad 4:30 
RSPCA Animal Rescue 5:00 Medical  
Emergency (PG) 5:30 Escape To The Country 
6:30 Bargain Hunt 7:30 Pie In The Sky (PG) 
8:30 The Inspector Lynley Mysteries: One 
Guilty Deed (M v,s) 10:30 Hospital (M l) 11:30 
Medical Emergency (PG) 

1:00 Great Lake Warriors (PG) 2:00 Mega  
Marine Machines (PG) 3:00 Swamp People 
(PG) 4:00 Mythbusters (PG) 5:00 Restoration 
Garage (PG) 6:00 American Pickers (PG) 7:00 
Pawn Stars (PG) 7:30 The Simpsons (PG) 8:00 
Futurama (PG) 9:00 The Simpsons (PG) 9:30 
Family Guy (M) 12:00 Black-ish (PG)

7FOOD (C74) 7FLIX (C66) 10 PEACH (C11) 10 BOLD (C12) GEM (C82) GO! (C83/88) 9LIFE (C84)
1:30 Chopped (PG) 2:30 The Kitchen (PG) 
3:30 The Pioneer Woman (PG) 4:00 Giada At 
Home (PG) 4:30 Restaurant Impossible (PG) 
6:30 Chopped (PG) 7:30 Ramsay’s Hotel Hell 
(M d,l) 8:30 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA 
(M l) 10:30 Ramsay’s Hotel Hell (M d,l) 11:30 
Chopped (PG) 12:30 Sydney Weekender

10:00 James Robison (PG) 10:30 Travel Oz 
(PG) 12:00 Red Band Society (M) 2:00 Battle 
Creek (M d,v) 3:00 TBA 5:00 M*A*S*H (PG) 
6:00 Married With Children (PG) 6:30 M*A*S*H 
(PG) 7:30 Make You Laugh Out Loud (PG) 8:30 
Bones (M) 12:20 Scandal (M v) 1:20 Travel Oz 
(PG) 2:00 Home Shopping 

3:00 Becker (PG) 3:30 The King Of Queens 
(PG) 4:30 Everybody Loves Raymond (PG) 
5:30 Frasier (PG) 6:00 Pointless (PG) 6:30 
Neighbours (PG) 7:00 Two And A Half Men 
(PG) 8:30 Movie: “Limitless” (M) (’11) Stars: 
Bradley Cooper 10:35 Buffy The Vampire 
Slayer (M) 11:35 The Late Late Show (M)

1:00 WIN’s All Australian News 2:00 Jake And 
The Fatman (PG) 3:00 Diagnosis Murder (PG) 
4:00 Star Trek: The Next Generation (PG) 5:00 
Star Trek: Voyager (PG) 6:00 Judge Judy (PG) 
6:30 Bondi Rescue (PG) 7:30 NCIS (M) 8:30 
NCIS: Los Angeles (M v) 10:30 NCIS (PG) 
12:30 Home Shopping

1:45 Mad About You (PG) 2:15 Vet On The Hill 
(PG) 3:15 Nature’s Miracle Orphans (PG) 4:25 
Heartbeat (PG) 5:30 Vet On The Hill (PG) 6:30 
Antiques Roadshow 7:30 Poirot (PG) 8:40  
Agatha Christie’s Marple (PG) 10:40 Cold Case 
(M) 11:40 The Bible (M v) 12:35 My Favourite 
Martian 1:00 Home Shopping 

4:00 Be Cool Scooby Doo! (PG) 4:30 The Tom 
And Jerry Show 5:00 Adventure Time (PG) 5:30 
Regular Show (PG) 6:00 Friends (PG) 7:00 The 
Big Bang Theory (PG) 8:30 Movie: “Ocean’s 
Thirteen” (PG) (’07) Stars: Brad Pitt 11:00 The 
Big Bang Theory (PG) 12:00 Battlebots (PG) 
1:00 Friends (PG)

1:00 Flipping The Heartland 1:30 Getaway 
(PG) 2:00 Flip Or Flop 3:00 The Block Sky High 
(PG) 4:00 Come Dine With Me Couples (PG) 
5:00 Restored By The Fords 6:00 House 
Hunters International 7:00 House Hunters USA 
7:30 Masters Of Flip 8:30 Tiny Luxury 9:00 
Talking Married (M) 10:00 Unveiled (PG)
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ABC (C20/21) PRIME (C61/60) NINE (C81/80) TEN (C13) SBS (C30)

ABCCOMEDY (C22) ABCME (C23) ABCNEWS (C24) SBS VICE (C31/32) SBS FOOD (C33) SBS NITV (C34) 7TWO (C62) 7MATE (C63)

  6:00     News Breakfast [s] 
  9:00     ABC News Mornings [s] 
10:00     Grand Designs [s] 
11:00     Ask The Doctor (PG) [s] 
11:30     Anh’s Brush With  

      Fame (PG) [s]  
12:00     ABC News At Noon [s] 
  1:00     Adam Hills:  

      The Last Leg (PG) [s] 
  2:00     Parliament Question  
            Time [s] 
  3:00     Golf: Women’s Australian  
            Open 2019 *Live* From  
            The Grange Golf Club,  
            Adelaide [s]  

    6:00     Sunrise [s]  
    9:00     The Morning Show [s]  
  11:30     Seven Morning News [s]  
  12:00     Program To Be Advised 
    2:00     The Daily Edition [s]  
    3:00     The Chase UK [s]  
    4:00     Seven News At 4 [s]  
    5:00     The Chase Australia [s]  
    6:00     7Prime News [s]  
    7:00     Cricket: Big Bash  
              League: Semi Final 1  
              *Live* From TBC [s] –  
              Join the expert  
              commentary team for all  
              the action. Includes  

              special guests and  
              interviews. 
  11:00     The Latest Seven News  
  11:30     The Family: Betta Male 
               (M s) [s] – Detective Nina  
              Meyer searches for clues  
              about Adam’s history as  
              she watches his therapy  
              sessions, while a guilty  
              Claire attempts to keep a  
              furtive eye on Ben after  
              Hank’s dressing-down.  
  12:30     Home Shopping

    6:00     The Drum [s]  
    6:55     Sammy J [s] 
    7:00     ABC News [s]  
    7:30     7.30 [s]  
    8:00     Escape From The City  
    9:00     Grand Designs  

        Australia [s]  
    9:55     The Tunnel (MA15+) [s]  
  10:45     ABC Late News [s] 
  11:15     The Business [s] 
  11:30     Wentworth (M l) [s]  
  12:20     Parliament Question  
              Time [s] 
    1:20     National Press Club  
              Address [s]

    5:30     Today [s]  
    9:00     Today Extra [s] 
  11:30     NINE’s Morning News [s] 
  12:00     Ellen (PG) [s]  
    1:00     Extra [s]  
    1:30     Married At First Sight  
              (M) [s]  
    3:00     NINE News Now [s] 
    4:00     NINE’s Afternoon News  
    5:00     Millionaire Hot Seat [s] 
    6:00     NBN News [s] 
    7:00     A Current Affair [s]  
    7:30     Young Sheldon: A Race  
              Of Superhumans And A  
              Letter To Alf (PG) [s]  

    8:00     Young Sheldon: Jiu-Jitsu,  
              Bubble Wrap, And  
              Yoo-hoo (PG) [s]  
    8:30     Movie: “Jason Bourne”  
              (M v) (’16) Stars: Matt  
              Damon, Alicia Vikander,  
              Julia Stiles  
  10:55     Manifest:  
              Vanishing Point (M v) [s]  
  11:45     Imposters:  
              Phase Two Sucks (M l,s,d)  
  12:35     Major Crimes:  
              Cleared History (M) [s]  
    1:30     Home Shopping  
    4:00     Ellen (PG) [s] 

    6:00     Headline News [s]  
    8:30     Studio 10 (PG) [s]  
  12:00     Dr Phil (PG) [s]  
    1:00     Program To Be Advised 
    2:30     Entertainment Tonight  
    3:00     Judge Judy (PG) [s]  
    3:30     Everyday Gourmet With  
              Justine Schofield [s]  
    4:00     The Cook’s Pantry With  
              Matt Sinclair [s]  
    4:30     The Bold And The  
              Beautiful (PG) [s]  
    5:00     10 News First [s]  
    6:00     Pointless (PG) [s] 
    6:30     The Project (PG) [s]  

    7:30     Changing Rooms  
    8:30     Gogglebox (M) [s]  
    9:30     Movie: “He’s Just Not  
              That Into You” (M s,l) (’09)  
              Stars: Drew Barrymore,  
              Scarlett Johansson,  
              Jennifer Aniston  
  12:05     WIN’s All Australian  
              News [s]  
    1:05     The Project (PG) [s]  
    2:00     The Late Show With  
              Stephen Colbert (PG) [s]  
    3:00     Home Shopping  
    4:30     CBS - This Morning 

    5:00     CGTN English News 
    5:15     NHK World English  
              News  
    5:30     Worldwatch – Deutsche  
              Welle News 6:00 France  
              24 News 6:30 Al Jazeera  
              Newshour 7:00 BBC  
              News 7:30 Italian News  
              8:10 Filipino News 8:40  
              French News 9:30 Greek  
              News 10:30 German  
              News 11:00 Worldwatch 
              Continues 
    1:00     PBS Newshour  
    2:00     In My Mind: Women (PG) 

    3:05     Telemarkskanalen Boat  
              Journey (In Norwegian) 
    4:05     Alex Polizzi Chef For  
              Hire 
    5:05     The Supervet (PG) 
    6:00     Letters And Numbers  
    6:30     SBS World News  
    7:30     Secrets Of The Manor  
              House: Althorp  
    8:35     In Our Classroom:  
              Never Again (PG)  
    9:30     False Confessions  
  10:40     Fox News:  
              Divide And Conquer  
  12:35     The Good Fight (M) 
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6:00 Rusty Rivets 6:25 Peter Rabbit 7:05 
Andy’s Wild Adventures 7:30 Spicks And 
Specks (PG) 8:00 Tomorrow Tonight (PG) 8:30 
Utopia (PG) 8:55 The Office (PG) 9:45 Get 
Krack!n (M l) 10:10 Free Agents (MA15+) 10:35 
The Good Place (M s) 11:25 30 Rock (PG) 
11:50 Parks And Recreation (PG)

4:00 Officially Amazing 4:35 School Of Rock 
(PG) 5:00 Find Me In Paris 5:25 Wishfart! 6:00 
Kung Fu Panda 6:30 Operation Ouch! 7:00 
Junior Vets 7:30 Danger Mouse 8:05 The 
Deep: Loki’s Castle 8:25 Detentionaire: Bed 
Bugged 8:50 Nowhere Boys (PG) 9:40 rage 
(PG) 

6:00 News Breakfast 9:00 ABC News Mornings 
12:00 ABC News At Noon 2:00 Parliament 
Question Time 3:15 ABC News Afternoons 4:00 
Afternoon Briefing 5:00 ABC National News 
6:00 ABC News Hour 7:00 The Drum 7:55  
Heywire 8:00 ABC News Tonight 9:45 The 
Business 10:00 The World

3:15 Love In Full Colour (PG) 4:05 PBS News-
hour 5:05 If You Are The One (PG) (In Manda-
rin) 6:05 Vice News Tonight 6:30 Mythbusters 
(PG) 7:30 RocKwiz (PG) 8:30 The Feed 9:30 
60 Days In (M) 9:30 Full Frontal With Samantha 
Bee (M) 10:00 Seconds From Disaster (M) 
10:55 Sex Diaries Webcam Couples (MA15+)

4:00 Food Lovers’ Guide To Australia 4:30 
Drive Thru Australia 5:00 Richo’s Bar Snacks 
5:30 The Cook And The Chef (PG) 6:30 The 
Naked Chef 7:30 Rick Stein’s Long Weekends 
8:30 Two Greedy Italians 9:35 Eat Australia In 
South Australia 9:40 Food Porn 10:05 The 
Cook And The Chef

5:00 Volumz 6:00 Our Footprint (PG) 6:30 The 
Chefs’ Line 7:00 Our Stories 7:20 NAIDOC 
Award Winners’ Stories Scholar Of The Year 
7:25 NITV News 7:30 Living Black (PG) 8:00 
Urban Native Girl 8:30 Redfern (M) 9:30  
Freedomland (M l,v) 11:30 NITV News 11:35 
Boomalli - Five Koori Artists (PG)

3:00 Harry’s Practice 3:30 Auction Squad 4:30 
RSPCA Animal Rescue 5:00 Medical  
Emergency (PG) 5:30 Escape To The Country 
6:30 Bargain Hunt 7:30 Father Brown (M v,s) 
8:30 Murdoch Mysteries (M) 10:30 Houdini & 
Doyle (M v) 11:30 Medical Emergency (PG) 
12:00 Bargain Hunt 1:00 The Great Outdoors 

1:30 Futurama (PG) 2:30 The Simpsons (PG) 
3:00 Swamp People (PG) 4:00 Counting Cars 
(PG) 4:30 Restoration Garage (PG) 5:30 The 
Simpsons (PG) 6:00 American Pickers (PG) 
7:00 Pawn Stars (PG) 7:30 The Simpsons (PG) 
8:30 Movie: “X-Men Origins: Wolverine” (M) 
(’09) Stars: Hugh Jackman 

7FOOD (C74) 7FLIX (C66) 10 PEACH (C11) 10 BOLD (C12) GEM (C82) GO! (C83/88) 9LIFE (C84)
1:30 Chopped (PG) 2:30 The Kitchen (PG) 
3:30 The Pioneer Woman (PG) 4:00 Giada At 
Home (PG) 4:30 Guy’s Grocery Games (PG) 
5:30 Rachael Ray’s Week In A Day (PG) 6:30 
Chopped (PG) 7:30 Ramsay’s Hotel Hell (M d,l) 
8:30 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares (M l) 10:30 
Ramsay’s Hotel Hell (M d,l)

10:00 James Robison (PG) 10:30 Travel Oz 
(PG) 12:00 Red Band Society (M) 2:00 Battle 
Creek (M d,v) 3:00 TBA 5:00 M*A*S*H (PG) 
6:00 Married With Children (PG) 6:30 M*A*S*H 
(PG) 7:30 Make You Laugh Out Loud (PG) 8:30 
Criminal Minds (M) 11:30 American Crime (M) 
12:30 Scandal (M) 3:30 Travel Oz (PG) 

3:00 Becker (PG) 3:30 The King Of Queens 
(PG) 4:30 Everybody Loves Raymond (PG) 
5:30 Frasier (PG) 6:00 Pointless (PG) 6:30 
Neighbours (PG) 7:00 Two And A Half Men 
(PG) 7:30 Movie: “I Hate Valentine’s Day” (M) 
(’09) Stars: Nia Vardalos 9:20 Lift (PG) 9:30 
Sex And The City (MA15+)

1:00 WIN’s All Australian News 2:00 Jake And 
The Fatman (PG) 3:00 Diagnosis Murder (PG) 
4:00 Star Trek: The Next Generation (PG) 5:00 
Star Trek: Voyager (PG) 6:00 Judge Judy (PG) 
6:30 Bondi Rescue (PG) 7:30 NCIS (M) 8:30 
Hawaii Five-O (M v) 9:30 Madam Secretary (M) 
10:30 NCIS (M v) 11:30 NCIS: Los Angeles (M)

1:45 Mad About You (PG) 2:15 Vet On The Hill 
(PG) 3:15 Poirot (PG) 4:25 Heartbeat (PG) 
5:30 Vet On The Hill (PG) 6:30 Antiques Road-
show 7:30 Death In Paradise (M v) 8:30 Movie: 
“Pride And Prejudice” (G) (’05) Stars: Keira 
Knightley 11:10 Rizzoli And Isles (M v) 1:00 Call 
And Win (M) 3:00 Home Shopping

4:00 Be Cool Scooby Doo! (PG) 4:30 The Tom 
And Jerry Show 5:00 Adventure Time (PG) 5:30 
Regular Show (PG) 6:00 Friends (PG) 7:00 The 
Big Bang Theory (PG) 7:30 RBT (PG) 8:30 TBA 
11:00 The Big Bang Theory (PG) 11:30 Kevin 
Can Wait (PG) 12:00 WWE Raw (MA15+) 1:00 
Friends (PG) 2:00 China IL (MA15+) 

1:00 Tiny Luxury 1:30 Flipping The Heartland 
2:00 Good Bones 3:00 The Block Sky High 
(PG) 4:00 Come Dine With Me Couples (PG) 
5:00 Beachfront Bargain Hunt 6:00 House 
Hunters International 7:00 House Hunters USA 
7:30 Zombie House Flipping (PG) 8:30 Flip Or 
Flop 9:30 Long Island Medium (M)

 
 
 
 

Advert

ABC (C20/21) PRIME (C61/60) NINE (C81/80) TEN (C13) SBS (C30)

ABCCOMEDY (C22) ABCME (C23) ABCNEWS (C24) SBS VICE (C31/32) SBS FOOD (C33) SBS NITV (C34) 7TWO (C62) 7MATE (C63)

  6:00     News Breakfast [s] 
  9:00     ABC News Mornings [s] 
10:00     Antiques Roadshow [s] 
11:00     Ask The Doctor (PG) [s] 
11:30     Anh’s Brush With  
            Fame (PG) [s]  
12:00     ABC News At Noon [s] 
  1:00     One Plus One [s] 
  1:30     Foreign Correspondent  
  2:00     Mrs Wilson (M) [s] 
  3:00     Golf: Women’s Australian  
            Open 2019 *Live* From  
            The Grange Golf Club,  
            Adelaide [s]  
  6:00     The Drum [s]  

    6:00     Sunrise [s]  
    9:00     The Morning Show [s]  
  11:30     Seven Morning News [s]  
  12:00     Program To Be Advised 
    2:00     The Daily Edition [s]  
    3:00     The Chase UK [s]  
    4:00     Seven News At 4 [s]  
    5:00     The Chase Australia [s]  
    6:00     7Prime News [s] . 
    7:00     Better Homes And  
              Gardens [s] – Joh and  
              Pete check out a space  
              saving home that refines  
              the art of the Tetris puzzle.  
              Adam visits a blacksmith.  

              Karen makes rustic salsa  
              verde with seared ocean  
              trout. 
    7:30     Cricket: Big Bash  
              League: Semi Final 2  
              *Live* From TBC [s] –  
              Join the expert  
              commentary team for all  
              the action. Includes  
              special guests and  
              interviews. 
  11:00     The Latest Seven News  
    1:00     Home Shopping

    7:00     ABC News [s]  
    7:30     Gardening Australia:  
              30 Years [s]  
    9:00     Father Brown:  
              The Resurrectionists (PG)  
    9:45     Father Brown: The Sins  
              Of The Father (PG) [s]  
  10:35     ABC Late News [s]  
  11:05     The Business [s]  
  12:20     Rosehaven (PG) [s] 
  11:50     Planet America [s]  
  12:30     rage (MA15+) [s] 

    5:30     Today [s]  
    9:00     Today Extra (PG) [s]  
  11:30     NINE’s Morning News [s]  
  12:00     Ellen (PG) [s]  
    1:00     Movie: “Salmon Fishing In  
              The Yemen” (PG) (’12)  
              Stars: Emily Blunt  
    3:00     NINE News Now [s] 
    4:00     NINE’s Afternoon News  
    5:00     Millionaire Hot Seat [s] 
    6:00     NBN News [s] 
    7:00     A Current Affair [s]  
    7:30     NRL: Indigenous All Stars  
              v Maori All Stars *Live*  
              From AAMI Park  

              Melbourne [s] – The 2019  
              NRL Harvey Norman All  
              Stars event is trans- 
              forming in 2019. In what  
              will be a modern tribal 
              showcase of First Nations  
              players proudly  
              representing their cultures. 
  10:15     Movie: “Green Zone”  
              (M v,l) (’10) Stars: Matt  
              Damon, Greg Kinnear  
  12:30     Cold Case: Wishing (M v)  
    1:30     Home Shopping  
    5:30     A Current Affair [s] 

    6:00     Headline News [s]  
    8:30     Studio 10 (PG) [s]  
  12:00     Dr Phil (PG) [s]  
    1:00     Program To Be Advised 
    2:30     Neighbours (PG) [s]  
    3:00     Judge Judy (PG) [s]  
    3:30     Everyday Gourmet With  
              Justine Schofield [s] . 
    4:00     The Cook’s Pantry With  
              Matt Sinclair [s]  
    4:30     The Bold And The  
              Beautiful (PG) [s]  
    5:00     10 News First [s]  
    6:00     Pointless (PG) [s] 
    6:30     The Project (PG) [s]  

    7:30     Show Me The  
              Movie! (PG) [s]  
    8:30     The Graham Norton  
              Show (M) [s]  
    9:30     Program To Be Advised 
  10:30     Montreal Comedy  
              Festival: Just For  
              Laughs #3 (PG) [s]  
  11:30     WIN’s All Australian  
              News [s] 
  12:30     The Project (PG) [s]  
    1:30     The Late Show With  
              Stephen Colbert (PG) [s]  
    2:30     Home Shopping 

    5:00     CGTN English News 
    5:15     NHK World English  
              News  
    5:30     Worldwatch – Deutsche  
              Welle News 6:00 France  
              24 News 6:30 Al Jazeera  
              Newshour 7:00  
              Worldwatch Continues 
    1:00     PBS Newshour 
    2:00     The Point 
    3:00     NITV News Week In  
              Review 
    3:30     Back In The Soviet Bloc:  
              Lenin, Tchaikovsky And  
              Dixieland (In Ukrainian/  

              English/ Russian) 
    4:05     Alex Polizzi Chef For  
              Hire 
    5:05     The Supervet (PG) 
    6:00     Letters And Numbers  
    6:30     SBS World News  
    7:35     Robson Green’s  
              Australian Adventure:  
              Queensland (PG)  
    8:30     Movie: “12 Years A Slave” 
              (MA15+) (’13) Stars:  
              Chiwetel Ejiofor  
  10:55     SBS World News Late  
  11:25     The Feed 
  12:25     Versailles (MA15+) 
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6:00 Rusty Rivets 6:25 Peter Rabbit 7:05 
Andy’s Wild Adventures 7:30 Spicks And 
Specks (PG) 8:00 Hard Quiz (PG) 8:30 Rose-
haven (PG) 8:55 The Office (PG) 9:40 Upstart 
Crow (PG) 10:10 W1A (M l) 10:40 Alan  
Partridge’s Mid-Morning Matters (PG) 10:55 30 
Rock (PG) 11:15 Parks And Recreation (PG) 

3:20 Winston Steinburger And Sir Dudley Ding 
Dong 4:00 Officially Amazing 4:35 School Of 
Rock (PG) 5:00 Find Me In Paris 5:25 Wishfart! 
6:00 Kung Fu Panda 6:30 Operation Ouch! 
7:00 Junior Vets 7:30 Danger Mouse 8:05 The 
Deep 8:25 Voltron: Legendary Defender (PG) 
8:50 Dragon Ball Super 9:20 Sword Art Online 

6:00 News Breakfast 9:00 ABC News Mornings 
12:00 ABC News At Noon 3:00 ABC News  
Afternoons 5:00 ABC National News 6:00 ABC 
News Hour 7:00 The Drum 8:00 ABC News  
Tonight 9:00 Planet America 9:45 The Business 
10:00 The World 11:00 ABC Nightly News 
12:00 ABC Late News 12:30 The Mix 

2:05 PopAsia TV (PG) 3:10 Human Resources 
3:35 Legally Brown (PG) 4:05 PBS Newshour 
5:05 If You Are The One (PG) (In Mandarin) 
6:05 Vice News Tonight 6:30 Munchies Guide 
To Wales 7:20 Monty Python’s Flying Circus 
(PG) 8:35 Brooklyn Nine-Nine (M) 9:00 The  
Orville 10:00 South Park (M l,s)

4:00 Food Lovers’ Guide To Australia 4:30 
Drive Thru Australia 5:00 Richo’s Bar Snacks 
5:30 The Cook And The Chef 6:30 The Naked 
Chef 7:30 Say It To My Face 8:30 Nigella  
Express 9:30 Eat Australia In South Australia 
9:35 Food Porn 10:00 The Cook And The Chef 
11:00 The Naked Chef

3:54 Bushwhacked 4:19 Grounded 4:48 The 
Time Compass (PG) 5:00 Volumz 6:00  
Unearthed 6:30 The Chefs’ Line 7:00 NITV 
News Week In Review 7:30 Movie: “Jungle 
Shuffle” (PG) (’60) Stars: Alicia Silverstone 9:00 
Yolngu Homeland 11:00 Rainbow Serpent 
Trade Routes (PG) 11:30 NITV News 

3:00 Harry’s Practice 3:30 Auction Squad 4:30 
RSPCA Animal Rescue 5:00 Medical  
Emergency (PG) 5:30 Escape To The Country 
6:30 Bargain Hunt 7:30 Better Homes And 
Gardens 8:30 Selling Houses Australia (PG) 
10:30 Peter Andre’s 60 Minute Makeover (PG) 
11:30 Medical Emergency (PG) 

1:30 The Simpsons (PG) 2:30 Swamp People 
(PG) 3:30 Mythbusters (PG) 4:30 DUI (PG) 
5:00 Restoration Garage (PG) 6:00 Pawn Stars 
(PG) 6:30 Movie: “The Secret Life Of Walter 
Mitty” (PG) (’13) Stars: Kristen Wiig 8:50 Movie: 
“Inception” (M v) (’10) Stars: Cillian Murphy 
11:50 Ax Men (M) 

7FOOD (C74) 7FLIX (C66) 10 PEACH (C11) 10 BOLD (C12) GEM (C82) GO! (C83/88) 9LIFE (C84)
1:30 Chopped (PG) 2:30 The Kitchen (PG) 
3:30 The Pioneer Woman (PG) 4:00 Giada At 
Home (PG) 4:30 Better Homes And Gardens 
5:30 Guy’s Grocery Games (PG) 6:30 Chopped 
(PG) 7:30 Bizarre Foods With Andrew Zimmern 
(PG) 8:30 Anthony Bourdain: No Reservations 
(PG) 9:30 Cutthroat Kitchen (PG) 

3:40 Movie: “The Hunchback Of Notre Dame” 
(G) (’96) Stars: Charles Kimbrough 5:30 Movie: 
“The Chronicles Of Narnia: Prince Caspian” 
(PG) (’08) Stars: Anna Popplewell 8:30 Movie: 
“We Bought A Zoo” (PG) (’11) Stars: Matt 
Damon 11:00 Movie: “Won’t Back Down” (PG) 
(’12) Stars: Holly Hunter 

3:00 Becker (PG) 3:30 The King Of Queens 
(PG) 4:30 Everybody Loves Raymond (PG) 
5:30 Frasier (PG) 6:00 Pointless (PG) 6:30 
Neighbours (PG) 7:00 Will & Grace (PG) 8:30 
Movie: “Stick It” (PG) (’06) Stars: Jeff Bridges 
10:35 Lift (M) 11:05 Sex And The City (MA15+) 
11:45 The Late Late Show (M)

1:00 WIN’s All Australian News 2:00 Jake And 
The Fatman (PG) 3:00 Diagnosis Murder (PG) 
4:00 Star Trek: The Next Generation (PG) 5:00 
Star Trek: Voyager (PG) 6:00 Judge Judy (PG) 
6:30 Bondi Rescue (PG) 7:30 Walker, Texas 
Ranger: Whitewater/ The Covenant/ Rodeo (M) 
11:30 NCIS: Los Angeles (MA15+) 

4:00 Heartbeat (PG) 5:10 NRL: Australian  
Indigenous Women’s All-Stars v New Zealand 
Maori Ferns *Live* From AAMI Park 7:00  
Antiques Roadshow 7:30 Fawlty Towers (PG) 
8:50 Movie: “Never Say Never Again” (M v,s) 
(’83) Stars: Sean Connery 11:30 Stephen Fry 
In America (M) 1:00 Call And Win (M)

4:00 Be Cool Scooby Doo! (PG) 4:30 The Tom 
And Jerry Show 5:00 Adventure Time (PG) 5:30 
Regular Show (PG) 6:00 Friends (PG) 7:00 The 
Big Bang Theory (PG) 7:30 Movie: “Hotel Tran-
sylvania” (PG) (’12) Stars: Adam Sandler 9:20 
Movie: “21 Jump Street” (MA15+) (’12) Stars: 
Jonah Hill 11:30 The Big Bang Theory (PG) 

1:00 Island Life 2:00 Fixer Upper (PG) 3:00 The 
Block Sky High (PG) 4:00 Come Dine With Me 
Couples (PG) 5:00 Texas Flip N Move 6:00 
House Hunters International 7:00 House 
Hunters USA 7:30 Restored By The Fords 8:30 
Barnwood Builders 9:30 Stone House Revival 
10:30 Living Big Sky 
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  5:00     rage (PG) [s] 
10:00     rage Guest  
            Programmer [s] 
11:05     Grand Designs  
            Australia: Ilford Sheep  
            Station [s]  
12:00     ABC News At Noon [s]  
12:30     Landline [s] 
  1:00     Golf: Women’s Australian  
            Open 2019 *Live* From  
            The Grange Golf Club,  
            Adelaide [s]  
  6:00     Anh’s Brush With Fame:  
            Carrie Bickmore (PG) [s]  
  6:30     Back Roads:  

    6:00     Home Shopping 
    7:00     Weekend Sunrise [s]  
  10:00     The Morning Show -  
              Weekend [s]  
  12:00     Surf Patrol [s] 
  12:30     Seven’s Horse Racing:  
              Flemington - Lightning  
              Stakes, Randwick: Apollo  
              Stakes [s]  
    5:00     Seven News At 5 [s]  
    5:30     Sydney Weekender [s]  
    6:00     7Prime News [s]  
    7:00     Movie: “The Day After  
              Tomorrow” (PG) (’03)  
              Stars: Jake Gyllenhaal,  

              Emmy Rossum, Dennis  
              Quaid, Sela Ward, Dash  
              Mihok, Jay O Sanders,  
              Arjay Smith 
    9:30     Movie: “10 Cloverfield  
              Lane” (M v,l) (’16) Stars:  
              Mary Elizabeth Winstead,  
              John Goodman, John  
              Gallagher Jr, Bradley  
              Cooper, Suzanne Cryer  
  11:30     The Goldbergs:  
              Boy Barry (PG) [s]  
  12:00     Grey’s Anatomy:  
              Beautiful Dreamer (M) [s]  
    1:00     Home Shopping 

              Windorah [s]  
    7:00     ABC News [s] 
    7:30     Death In  
              Paradise (PG) [s]  
    8:30     Agatha Raisin:  
              The Fairies Of Fryfam  
              (Part 2) (M) [s]  
    9:20     The Cry (M l) [s]  
  10:20     The Ice Cream  
              Girls (M l,v) [s] 
  11:10     rage Guest  
              Programmer (MA15+) [s] 

    6:00     Ellen (PG) [s]  
    7:00     Weekend Today [s]  
  10:00     Today Extra - Saturday  
              (PG) [s]  
  12:00     Destination WA [s]  
  12:30     World’s Greatest 
               Islands (PG) [s]  
    1:30     The Truth About  
              Alcohol (PG) [s]  
    2:45     Movie: “Yours, Mine And  
              Ours” (PG) (’05) Stars:  
              Dennis Quaid  
    4:30     Far East Discovery  
              Cruise [s]  
    5:00     NINE News: First At Five  

    5:30     Getaway (PG) [s] 
    6:00     NBN News [s]  
    7:00     David Attenborough’s  
              Dynasties: Chimpanzee  
    8:10     Movie: “Crocodile Dundee  
              II” (PG) (’88) Stars: Paul  
              Hogan, Linda Kozlowski  
  10:25     Travel Guides:  
              European Cruise (PG) [s]  
  11:25     Cold Case: Revenge / 
              Schadenfreude (M) [s]  
    1:05     The Hold Down [s]  
    1:30     Destination WA [s]  
    2:00     Home Shopping  
    5:30     Wesley Impact [s] 

    6:00     What’s Up Down Under  
    6:30     Australia By Design:  

        Innovations [s] 
    7:00     RPM Summer Series [s] 
    7:30     Escape Fishing With ET  
    8:00     I Fish [s] 
    9:00     Which Car? [s]  
    9:30     Studio 10: Saturday (PG)  
  12:00     Luxury Escapes: 
              Melbourne / Florence [s]  
  12:30     The 48 Hour Destination:  
              Cruise [s] 
    1:00     Everyday Gourmet With  
              Justine Schofield [s]  
    1:30     Entertainment Tonight  

    2:00     Renovation King [s] 
    2:30     The Home Team [s] 
    3:00     The Living Room (PG) [s]  
    4:00     What’s Up Down Under  
    4:30     Fishing Australia [s]  
    5:00     10 News First [s]  
    6:00     Program To Be Advised 
    7:30     Program To Be Advised  
    8:30     Ambulance (M) [s]  
    9:45     NCIS: New Orleans:  
              X (M v) [s]  
  10:45     NCIS: The Last Link (M)  
  11:45     Elementary: Nobody  
              Lives Forever (M v,d) [s]  
  12:30     Home Shopping

    5:00     CGTN English News 
    5:15     NHK World English  
              News  
    5:30     Worldwatch – Deutsche  
              Welle News 6:00 France  
              24 News 6:30 Al Jazeera  
              Newshour 7:00 BBC  
              News 7:30 Italian News  
              8:10 Filipino News 8:40 
              French News 9:30 Greek  
              Worldwatch Continues 
    1:00     PBS Newshour 
    2:00     Figure Skating: ISU:  
              Grand Prix Final  
    4:30     This Is Greece With 

              Michael Scott: The  
              Peloponnese And Athens 
    5:25     Who Do You Think You  
              Are?: Clare Balding 
    6:30     SBS World News 
    7:35     Aerial Asia: India  
    8:30     Forbidden Lie$  
              (In English/ Arabic)  
  10:30     The Wolfpack  
  12:15     Movie: “Safety Not  
              Guaranteed” (M) (’14)  
              Stars: Mark Duplass  
    1:50     Movie: “The Bridge On  
              The River Kwai” (PG) (’85)  
              Stars: William Holden 
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6:00 Rusty Rivets 6:25 Peter Rabbit 7:05 
Andy’s Wild Adventures 7:30 Spicks And 
Specks (PG) 8:00 Would I Lie To You? 8:30 
Live At The Apollo (M l,s) 9:15 Live From The 
BBC (M l,s) 9:45 Comedy Up Late (M l,s) 10:15 
Comedy Next Gen (MA15+) 11:10 Judith Lucy: 
Nothing Fancy (MA15+) 

4:00 Officially Amazing 4:35 Hank Zipzer 5:00 
Find Me In Paris 5:25 Wishfart! 6:00 Kung Fu 
Panda 6:30 Officially Amazing 6:55 Deadly 60 
7:25 Japanizi 7:45 Atomic Puppet 8:00 Camp 
Lakebottom: Big Top Terror (PG) 8:10 The 
Deep 8:30 Detentionaire 8:50 Nowhere Boys: 
Battle For Negative Space (PG)

3:00 ABC News 3:30 The Breakfast Couch 
4:00 ABC News 4:30 The Drum Weekly 5:00 
ABC News 5:30 One Plus One 6:00 ABC News 
Weekend 6:30 The Mix 7:00 ABC News  
Weekend 7:30 Foreign Correspondent 8:00 
ABC News Weekend 8:15 Four Corners 9:00 
ABC News Weekend 9:30 Back Roads

5:35 Back In The Soviet Bloc (In Ukrainian/ 
English/ Russian) 6:05 Chinese Dating With 
The Parents (PG) 7:30 If You Are The One (PG) 
(In Mandarin) 8:30 Movie: “Curse Of The 
Golden Flower” (M v) (’06) (In Cantonese/  
Mandarin) 10:35 Movie: “Young Detective Dee: 
Rise Of Sea Dragon” (M v) (’13) (In Mandarin)

3:30 This Is Brazil! (In Portuguese/ English) 
4:30 Drive Thru Australia 5:00 The Cook And 
The Chef 6:30 Made In Italy With Silvia Colloca 
7:30 The Travelling Chef 8:30 Dinner Date 9:30 
Destination Flavour Singapore 10:30 The Cook 
And The Chef 11:30 Worst Cooks In America 
(PG) 12:30 Made In Italy With Silvia Colloca

2:30 Unearthed (PG) 3:00 Baseball 2018: SA 
Super League 5:00 NITV On The Road 6:00 
Maori TV’s Native Affairs 6:30 The Apology 
(PG) 7:00 NITV News Weekend Edition 7:05 
Beyond Sorry (PG) 8:05 The Work 9:45 Movie: 
“Chasing The Light” (MA15+) (’16) Stars: Black-
horse Lowe 11:05 Music Voyager 12:05 Volumz 

3:00 Queensland Weekender 3:30 The Great 
Day Out 4:00 SA Weekender 4:30 Nigel 
Marven’s Cruise Ship Adventures (PG) 5:30 Air 
Crash Investigations (PG) 7:30 The Yorkshire 
Vet 8:30 Escape To The Country 11:30 Air 
Crash Investigations (PG) 1:30 Vasili’s Garden 
2:00 Queensland Weekender 

1:30 Sky High (PG) 2:30 DUI (PG) 3:00  
Mythbusters (PG) 4:00 AFL Women’s: Round 
3: GWS v Carlton *Live* From Blacktown  
International Sportspark 7:00 AFL Women’s: 
Round 3: Fremantle v Collingwood *Live* From 
Fremantle Oval 9:15 Movie: “Superman  
Returns” (M) (’06) Stars: Brandon Routh

7FOOD (C74) 7FLIX (C66) 10 PEACH (C11) 10 BOLD (C12) GEM (C82) GO! (C83/88) 9LIFE (C84)
1:30 Guy’s Grocery Games (PG) 2:30 Chopped 
(PG) 3:30 Bizarre Foods With Andrew Zimmern 
(PG) 4:30 Ten Dollar Dinners (PG) 5:00  
Rachael Ray’s Week In A Day (PG) 6:00  
Anthony Bourdain: No Reservations (PG) 7:00 
Around The World With Manu (PG) 8:00 Iron 
Chef America (PG) 

2:30 The Evermoor Chronicles (PG) 3:30 Lab 
Rats (PG) 4:30 Best Friends Whenever 5:00 
Movie: “Oh, God!” (PG) (’77) Stars: George 
Burns 7:00 Movie: “The Sound Of Music” (G) 
(’65) Stars: Julie Andrews 10:40 Movie:  
“Pleasantville” (PG) (’98) Stars: Reese  
Witherspoon 1:15 Home Shopping

2:30 Everybody Loves Raymond (PG) 3:30 
Frasier (PG) 4:30 Everybody Loves Raymond 
(PG) 5:30 Frasier (PG) 6:30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond (PG) 7:30 Show Me The Movie 8:30 
The Graham Norton Show (M) 9:30 Queer Eye 
For The Straight Guy (PG) 10:30 Hughesy, We 
Have A Problem (M l) 11:30 The Loop

5:30 Escape Fishing With ET 6:00 Scorpion 
(PG) 7:00 COPS (PG) 7:30 Football: Hyundai 
A-League Round 19: Adelaide United V  
Western Sydney Wanderers *Live* From 
Coopers Stadium 10:30 Movie: “Universal  
Soldier: Day Of Reckoning” (MA15+) (’12) 
Stars: Jean Claude Van Damme 

1:00 Movie: “Mr Denning Drives North” (PG) 
(’51) Stars: John Mills 2:55 Movie: “Clambake” 
(G) (’67) Stars: Elvis Presley 4:55 Movie:  
“Madame X” (PG) (’66) Stars: Lana Turner 7:00 
Movie: “The Wedding Planner” (PG) (’01) Stars: 
Jennifer Lopez 9:10 Movie: “Something  
Borrowed” (M) (’11) Stars: Kate Hudson 

2:30 Basketball: Sydney Kings v Cairns Taipans 
*Live* From Qudos Bank Arena, Sydney 5:00 
Movie: “Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles III” (PG) 
(’93) Stars: Elias Koteas 7:00 Movie: “The Lord 
Of The Rings: The Return Of The King: (PG) 
(’03) Stars: Viggo Mortensen 11:10 Kevin Can 
Wait (PG)

1:30 Stone House Revival 2:30 Tiny Luxury 
3:00 Delish Destinations 3:30 Beachfront  
Bargain Hunt 4:30 Masters Of Flip 5:30 Good 
Bones (PG) 6:30 Texas Flip And Move 7:30 
Masters Of Flip 8:30 House Hunters USA 9:30 
House Hunters International 10:30 House 
Hunters Renovation 11:30 Hawaii Life 
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  6:00     rage (PG) [s] 
  7:00     Weekend Breakfast [s]  
  9:00     Insiders [s] 
10:00     Offsiders [s] 
10:30     Songs Of Praise [s]  
11:00     Landline [s]  
12:00     ABC News At Noon [s] 
12:30     The World This Week [s] 
  1:00     Golf: Women’s Australian  
            Open 2019: Final Round  
            *Live* From The Grange  
            Golf Club in Adelaide [s] 
  6:00     Catalyst [s]  
  7:00     ABC News Sunday [s]  
  7:40     Magical Land Of Oz [s]  

    6:00     Home Shopping 
    7:00     Weekend Sunrise [s]  
  10:00     Morning Show -  
              Weekend (PG) [s]  
  12:00     Better Homes And  
              Gardens [s]  
    1:00     Motor Racing: Bathurst  
              12 Hour Event Highlights 
    2:00     Cricket: Big Bash  
              League: Pre-Game: Final 
    2:30     Cricket: Big Bash  
              League: Final: TBA v TBA  
    6:00     7Prime News [s]  
    7:00     Program To Be Advised 
    8:30     Sunday Night [s]  

    9:30     Program To Be Advised 
  10:30     The Blacklist: Dr Hans  
              Koehler (No 33) (M) [s] –  
              Red presents the Task  
              Force with a case  
              searching for a plastic  
              surgeon who creates new  
              identities for criminals. Liz  
              and her sister investigate  
              the events that took place  
              the night the real Red  
              died.  
  11:30     Never Seen A Doctor (M) 
  12:30     Home Shopping 

    8:40     The Cry (M l) [s]  
    9:40     Mrs Wilson (M) [s]  
  10:40     Death In Paradise (M) [s]  
  11:40     Silent Witness: One Of  
              Our Own (Part 2) (MA15+)  
  12:40     rage (MA15+) [s] 
    2:15     The Traffickers:  
              Pangolins (PG) [s] 
    2:55     Silent Witness: One Of  
              Our Own (Part 2) (MA15+)  
    4:00     Crash Test Mummies  
              And Daddies (M l) [s]  
    4:30     Tony Robinson’s Time  
              Walks [s] 
    5:00     Insiders [s]

    6:00     Great Escapers (PG) [s]  
    7:00     Weekend Today [s] 
  10:00     The Hold Down (PG) [s] 
  10:30     Program To Be Advised 
  11:30     Al McGlashan’s Fish’n  
              With Mates [s]  
  12:00     Women’s Footy (PG) [s]  
    1:00     Kevin Can Wait (PG) [s] 
    1:30     World’s Greatest  
              Journeys: Drives [s] 
    2:30     Airport 24/7: Miami (PG)  
    3:00     Ultimate Airport Dubai  
              (PG) [s] 
    4:00     The Embassy (PG) [s]  
    4:30     Helloworld [s]  

    5:00     NINE News: First At Five  
    5:30     Customs (PG) [s] 
    6:00     NBN News - Sunday [s]  
    7:00     Married At First Sight  
              (PG) [s] 
    8:30     60 Minutes (PG) [s]  
    9:30     Murder, Lies And Alibis:  
              Vasyli (Part 2) (MA15+) [s]  
  10:40     Killer On The Line: Alan  
              Jeremy And Kirsty Wilson  
              (M v) [s]  
  11:40     Cold Case:  
              Ravaged (M v) [s]  
  12:35     Major Crimes:  
              Quid Pro Quo (M) [s] 

    6:00     Religious Programs  
    7:30     Fishing Australia [s] 
    8:00     Maxing Out (PG) [s] 
    9:00     Places We Go With  

        Jennifer Adams [s]  
    9:30     Studio 10: Sunday (PG)  
  12:00     The Cook’s Pantry With  
              Matt Sinclair [s]  
  12:30     Everyday Gourmet With  
              Justine Schofield [s]  
    1:00     Program To Be Advised  
    4:00     Which Car? [s]  
    4:30     RPM Summer Series [s] 
    5:00     10 News First [s]  
    6:00     Bondi Rescue (PG) [s]  

    6:30     The Sunday  
              Project (PG) [s]  
    7:30     I’m A Celebrity… Get Me  
              Out Of Here! (PG) [s] 
    9:00     NCIS: She (M) [s]  
  10:00     NCIS: The Wall (M v) [s]  
  11:00     The Sunday  
              Project (PG) [s]  
  12:00     Home Shopping  
    4:30     CBS - This Morning

    5:00     CGTN English News 
    5:15     NHK World English  
              News  
    5:30     Worldwatch – Deutsche  
              Welle News 6:00 France  
              24 News 6:30 Al Jazeera  
              Newshour 7:30  

        Worldwatch Continues  
    1:00     Speedweek 
    3:00     Cycling: Port To Port /  
              Cape To Cape 
    5:00     Great British Railway  
              Journeys: Plymouth To  
              Porthcurno 
    5:35     Hitler’s World:  

              The Post War Plan 
    6:30     SBS World News 
    7:35     Sinkholes: Deadly Drops:  
              Living In The Danger Zone  
    8:30     The Kennedys:  
              A Fatal Ambition  
  10:20     Deep Water:  
              The Real Story (MA15+)  
  12:00     Movie: “Three Seasons In  
              Hell” (M l,s,v) (’09) Stars:  
              Karolina Gruszka  
              (In Czech) 
    2:10     Movie: “The Impossible”  
              (M l) (’12) Stars: Tom  
              Holland, Naomi Watts
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6:00 Rusty Rivets 6:25 Peter Rabbit 7:05 
Andy’s Wild Adventures 7:30 Spicks And 
Specks (PG) 8:00 Would I Lie To You? (PG) 
8:30 Penn And Teller: Fool Us (PG) 9:10 Kitty 
Flanagan (M l) 10:15 Adam Hills: The Last Leg 
(M) 10:55 Would I Lie To You? (PG) 11:30  
Upstart Crow (M s) 12:00 W1A (M l)

4:00 Officially Amazing 4:35 Hank Zipzer 5:00 
Find Me In Paris 5:25 Wishfart! 6:00 Kung Fu 
Panda (PG) 6:30 Operation Ouch! 6:55 Deadly 
60 (PG) 7:25 Japanizi 7:45 Atomic Puppet 8:00 
Camp Lakebottom 8:10 The Deep 8:30  
Detentionaire 8:50 Nowhere Boys: Battle For 
Negative Space (PG) 9:45 rage (PG)

1:30 The Mix 2:00 ABC News 2:30 One Plus 
One 3:00 ABC News 3:30 Offsiders 4:00 ABC 
News 4:00 Landline 5:00 ABC News 5:30  
Foreign Correspondent 6:00 ABC News  
Weekend 6:15 Planet America 7:00 ABC News 
Weekend 8:00 Insiders 9:00 ABC News  
Weekend 9:30 One Plus One 10:00 ABC News

4:30 Tough Young Teachers (PG) 5:35 The 
Business Of Travel (PG) 6:05 All Governments 
Lie (PG) 7:40 Ultimate Airport Dubai (PG) 8:30 
Movie: “Seventeen” (M) (’17) Stars: Hailee 
Steinfeld (In German/ French) 10:30 Movie: 
“First Girl I Loved” (M) (’16) Stars: Dylan Gelula 
(In English/ Spanish) 12:10 Dark Net (M l)

12:30 Destination Flavour Singapore 1:30 Drive 
Thru Australia 2:00 Worst Cooks In America 
3:00 The Travelling Chef 3:30 This Is Brazil! (In 
Portuguese/ English) 4:30 Drive Thru Australia 
5:00 The Cook And The Chef (PG) 6:30 
Cheese Slices 7:30 Hairy Bikers’ Bakeation 
8:30 Rick Stein’s Spain 9:35 Food Safari

3:00 Rugby Union: Ella 7’s 3:30 Vice World Of 
Sports 4:00 AFL: NTFL 2019 5:50 Ladies  
Gaelic Football 6:00 Te Kaea 6:30 Culture  
Warriors 7:00 Designing Africa 7:30 NITV News 
Weekend 7:35 Talking Language (M) 8:05 
Going Bush (PG) 8:35 Dreamcatcher 10:15 
Copwatch (M l,v) 2:00 Volumz 

3:30 The Great Australian Doorstep (PG) 4:00 
Escape To The Country 5:00 The Yorkshire Vet 
(PG) 6:00 Mighty Ships (PG) 7:00 Motorway 
Patrol (PG) 7:30 Highway Cops (PG) 8:00  
Border Security Australia’s Front Line (PG) 9:30 
River Monsters (M l) 10:30 Mighty Ships (PG) 
11:30 Motorway Patrol (PG)

10:00 Car Festival: Summernats 2018 (PG) 
2:00 Wicked Tuna (PG) 4:00 Fish Of The Day 
(PG) 4:30 Big Angry Fish (PG) 5:30 Bloopers 
(PG) 6:00 The Simpsons (PG) 7:00 Movie: 
“Harry Potter And The Chamber Of Secrets” 
(PG) (’02) Stars: Emma Watson 10:15 Movie: 
“Underworld: Rise Of The Lycans” (MA15+)

7FOOD (C74) 7FLIX (C66) 10 PEACH (C11) 10 BOLD (C12) GEM (C82) GO! (C83/88) 9LIFE (C84)
1:30 Guy’s Grocery Games (PG) 2:30 Around 
The World With Manu (PG) 3:30 Throwdown 
With Bobby Flay (PG) 4:00 Iron Chef America 
(PG) 6:00 Kid’s Baking Championship (PG) 
7:00 Ridiculous Cakes (PG) 7:30 Cake Wars 
(PG) 8:30 Sweet Genius (PG) 9:30 Cupcake 
Wars (PG) 10:30 Ridiculous Cakes (PG)

9:00 Star Vs. The Forces Of Evil (PG) 10:00 
TBA 12:00 TBA 2:00 TBA 4:00 TBA 6:00 
M*A*S*H (PG) 7:30 Seinfeld (PG) 8:30 Movie: 
“Sphere” (M v) (’98) Stars: Dustin Hoffman 
11:20 Ink Master (M l) 12:20 Bates Motel (M) 
1:20 Movie: “The Cariboo Trail” (G) (’50) Stars: 
Bill Wiliiams 

3:30 The King Of Queens (PG) 4:30 Everybody 
Loves Raymond (PG) 5:30 Frasier (PG) 6:30 
Everybody Loves Raymond (PG) 7:30 Google-
box (PG) 8:30 Movie: “He’s Just Not That Into 
You” (M s,l) (’09) Stars: Drew Barrymore 11:05 
Movie: “Stick It” (PG) (’06) Stars: Jeff Bridges 
1:10 Home Shopping 1:40 Frasier (PG)

1:00 The Doctors (PG) 2:00 Monster Jam 3:00 
Bondi Rescue (PG) 4:00 Fishing Edge 4:30 
Fishing Australia 5:00 What’s Up Down Under 
5:30 I Fish 6:00 Planes Gone Viral (PG) 7:00 
Sea Patrol (PG) 8:00 Medics On Call (PG) 9:00 
Movie: “Crimson Tide” (M v,l) (’95) Stars: Gene 
Hackman 11:25 NCIS (M v)

11:30 Movie: “Lucky Jim” (G) (’57) Stars: Sha-
ron Acker 1:35 Getaway (PG) 2:05 Movie: “Run 
For The Sun” (PG) (’56) Stars: Richard  
Widmark 4:05 Movie: “The Big Country” (PG) 
(’58) Stars: Gregory Peck 7:30 Midsomer  
Murders (PG) 9:40 Movie: “The Juror” (M) (’96) 
Stars: Demi Moore 12:05 Chicago Med (M mp)

2:30 Basketball: Melbourne United v Perth 
Wildcats *Live* From Hisense Arena 5:00 
American Ninja Warrior (PG) 7:00 The Big 
Bang Theory (PG) 8:30 Movie: “Doctor 
Strange” (M v) (’16) Stars: Benedict Cumber-
batch 11:00 The Big Bang Theory (PG) 12:00 
Aqua Teen Hunger Force (MA15+)

12:00 House Hunters 12:30 Beachfront  
Bargain Hunt 1:30 Flipping The Heartland 2:30 
Restored By The Fords 3:30 Texas Flip And 
Move 4:30 House Hunters International 5:30 
Raise The Roof 6:30 Texas Flip N Move 7:30 
Louisiana Flip N Move 8:30 Fixer Upper (PG) 
9:30 Rustic Renovation 10:30 Restored 

 
Programmes correct at the time of going to 
press. 
 
 
 
 
 
Prepared by National Typesetting Services
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15 Day Russia Waterways Tour (Special)      
*$5,180, NOW $4,680 for departing 19/07 & $4,480 for departing 
13/09/2019 on a 4 star deluxe cruise ship from St. Petersburg to Moscow 
(including airfare).

10 Day China Holiday Special Tour (Excellent Value) 

*$2,590, NOW only $1,590, departing 27/03/2019, including 
Hangzhou, Suzhou and Shanghai. 

19 Day India and Sri Lanka Double Indulgence (Special)
*$5,580, NOW fr. $5,080, departing 06/03, 08/05, 03/09 & 
06/11/2019, including many must-see highlights in India and Sri Lanka. (14 Day 
Sri Lanka only: $3,980)

15 Day China Shangri-la Tour (Special) 

*$3,690, NOW $3,290, departing 14/04/2019, including Kunming, 
Shangri-la, Lijiang, Dali, Jianshui, Yuanyang, Pu’er and Xishuangbanna.

13 Day Japan Cherry Blossoms Tour  (Good Value)
*$5,980, NOW $5,390, departing 28/03 & 01/04/2019, including 
Tokyo, Hakone, Mt. Fuji, Takayama, Nara, Kyoto, Hiroshima & Osaka (flying 
Cathay Pacific). 

23 Day China Silk Road & Russia Waterways (Special)

*$6,880, NOW fr $6,480, departing 20/05 & 12/08/2019, including 11 
day China Silk Road & 12 day Russia Volga River cruise on a deluxe 4* cruise ship.

13 Day Vietnam Holiday Special Tour (Special)
*$3,180, NOW fr $2,380, departing monthly from now to Nov. 2019 
except for Dec. & Jan., covering the must-see highlights in Vietnam from North 
to South. 

23 Day Spain, Portugal & Morocco Vista Tour (Special)

*$6,280, NOW $5,580, departing 10/05/2019 including many must-see 
highlights in Spain, Portugal & Morocco.

1300 789 252All prices include airfare, airport tax, fuel surcharge (subject to change), transfer & transport, 
most meals, 4 or 5 star hotels, 5 star cruise ship for China Yangtze, sightseeing with 
admission and English-speaking guide.

Discount applies to ADT club members. Please join now 
(Conditions apply).                          
*Conditions apply to all our special offers.

17 Day Greece with Aegean Cruise  (School Holiday Special)
*$6,780,  NOW $5,990, departing 14/04/2019 including Athens, Corinth, 
Mycenae, Epidaurus, Olympia, Ioannina, Kalambaka, Meteora, Delphi, Hosios 
Loucas and cruise to Mykonos, Milo, Santorini, Crete & Kusadasi.  

13 Day China Tour with Majestic Yangtze  (Special)
*$3,240, NOW $2,590, departing 21/05, 05/09 & 08/10/2019 
including Shanghai, Wuhan, Yangtze River Cruise (balcony cabin on 5 star ship), 
Chongqing with Panda house visit, Xian & Beijing.  

15 Day Vietnam and Cambodia Tour  (Special)
*$3,980, NOW fr. $3,480, departing monthly from now to Nov. 
2019 (except for Dec. & Jan.), including many highlights in Vietnam and 
Cambodia.

20 Day Best of Balkan Tour (Special)
*$7,680, NOW $7,480, departing 01/06 & 13/09/2019 including 
Croatia, Slovenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Albania, Macedonia, 
Bulgaria & Serbia.

(02) 9267 7699 Free Brochure

ASIA DISCOVERY TOURS www.asiadiscoverytours.com.au
(02) 9267 7699     Discount applies to ADT club members. Please join now !

1300 789 252Free Call

13 Day Special China Tour with Spectacular Yangtze 
This is a special promotional tour, which departs a few times a year only. Travelling through 
some of the most popular tourist destinations including Shanghai, Xian and Beijing, adding on 
a spectacular Yangtze River cruise, you will explore and enjoy the historical highlights, cultural 
heritage and the charming scenery of China with a lifetime experience. Visit Shanghai, Paris of 
the East and take in the best of the glitzy colonial era with a stroll along the Bund as well as the 
traditional Shanghai by visiting the Shikumen of Xintiandi. Zip from Wuhan to Yichang on one 
of China’s modern high-speed rail and transfer onto a five-star luxury cruise ship for a cruise 
upon the Yangtze River, the heart of China and the third longest river in the world. You will 
pass through such sites as the Three Gorges Dam, largest dam in the world, enjoy the amazing 
sights of three wondrous gorges, and perhaps take a shore excursion to Shibaozhai, a well-pre-
served Chinese temple. The cruise ends at Chongqing, metropolis of Western China, where you 
will visit a Panda Sanctuary before you fly to two Chinese cities famous for their Imperial Past, 
Xi’an and Beijing. Visit Xi’an and Beijing to take 
in the best of old Chinese history and culture from 
the famous Terracotta Warriors to the mighty Great 
Wall of China. Asia Discovery Tours is pleased to 
offer you such an excellent price for such a won-
derful China tour with so many inclusions. Please 
book as early as possible to avoid your disappoint-
ment as the places are limited.

         13 Day Japan Cherry Blossoms Tour with Hiroshima 
Japan is not only a modern, highly developed economy in 
Asia, but also a land of striking scenic beauties. Its greenness 
and its mountains, which cover nearly three-quarters of the 
country, will impress first time visitors. Our tour will take 
you to the must-seeing hot spots in Japan including Tokyo, 
Hakone, Kawaguchiko, Mt. Fuji, Lake Suwako, Takaya-
ma, Kyoto, Nara, Osaka and Hiroshima letting you witness 
the beautiful landscapes and some of the famous UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites of Japan and experience the exotic 
oriental lifestyle of Japanese people. Join us as we travel from Tokyo to Osaka on an amazing trip. First 
visit Nikko, home to the famous Nikko National Park as well as the Toshogu Shrine, a lavishly-deco-
rated Shrine dedicated to the founder of the Tokugawa Shogunate, Tokugawa Ieyasu, which ruled Japan 
for 250 Years. Later experience all that Japan’s modern metropolis has to offer from the ancient Asakusa 
Temple to the major shopping district of Ginza informationTokyo. Enjoy a Hot Spring visit at Owaku-
tani, travel to Mt Fuji, symbol of Japan and its highest mountain. Visit some of Japan’s most beautiful 
lakes from Lake Ashi to Lake Suwa. Visit Kyoto and experience the best of Old Japan when you head to 
see the Golden Pavilion and experience a Kimono show. We will head to further south to Osaka via Hiro-
shima where we will visit Osaka Castle as well as the famous Shinzaibashi shopping area. Spring is the 
best season to visit Japan as you will see the most beautiful scenery when the cherry blossoms are in full 
bloom. So please book now!

23 Day China Silk Road and Russia Waterways Tour 
This tour combines a China Silk Road tour with a Russia Waterways tour, letting you ex-
plore the rich historical heritage of China and Russia and experience the lifestyles of the 
people in these two countries. In China, you will retrace the steps of Marco Polo along the 
Legendary Silk Road from Urumqi to Turpan. Enjoy the amazing desert landscape, learn 
about the unique history of Western China and enjoy the local cuisine of Xinjiang, a prov-
ince renowned for its produce as well as enjoying the local traditions, the songs and the cul-
ture of the local ethnic people.  See the well-preserved architectural splendours and explore 
the amazing artistic achievements of the incredible Buddhist cave art of Mogao Caves. 
You will then be transferred for your flight to Moscow where you will board your four-star 
luxury cruise ship and indulge yourself on a relaxing cruise along the Volga River in Rus-
sia. You will go on shore to visit many places of interest. See such famous sights as Red 
Square, Kremlin, the Cathedral of Christ the Saviour and so on in Moscow, the Transfigu-
ration Church on Lake Onega- a well-pre-
served wooden Church on an isolated is-
land. Visit the Winter Palace, home to the 
Hermitage Museum and many old build-
ings of St Petersburg, Russia’s gateway to 
the West during the era of Tsars. This tour 
is an experience you will never forget. 
Please book now!

23 Day China Silk Road and Russia Waterways Tour
This tour combines a 
China Silk Road tour with 
a Russia Waterways tour, 
letting you explore the 
rich historical heritage 
of China and Russia and 
experience the lifestyles 
of the people in these two 
countries.

In China, you will retrace the 
steps of Marco Polo along the 
Legendary Silk Road from Urumqi 

to Turpan.

Enjoy the amazing desert 
landscape, learn about the unique 
history of Western China and 
enjoy the local cuisine of Xinjiang, 
a province renowned for its 
produce as well as enjoying the 
local traditions, the songs and the 
culture of the local ethnic people.

See the well-preserved 
architectural splendours and 
explore the amazing artistic 

achievements of the incredible 
Buddhist cave art of Mogao 
Caves.

 You will then be transferred for 

your flight to Moscow where you 
will board your four-star luxury 
cruise ship and indulge yourself 
on a relaxing cruise along the 
Volga River in Russia. You will go 
on shore to visit many places of 
interest.

See such famous sights as Red 
Square, Kremlin, the Cathedral 
of Christ the Saviour and so on 
in Moscow, the Transfiguration 
Church on Lake Onega- a well-

preserved wooden Church on an 
isolated island.

Visit the Winter Palace, home to 
the Hermitage Museum and many 
old buildings of St Petersburg, 
Russia’s gateway to the West 
during the era of Tsars.

This tour is an experience you will 
never forget. 

Please book now!

ADVERTISEMENT

Umina Beach Public School 
was visited by The Music 
Bus on February 8.

“The Music Bus brings music 
education to primary schools 
across the country, providing 

the teacher, instruments and 
curriculum, and a high-tech mobile 
music classroom,” said principal 
Ms Lyn Davis.

All students from K-2 spent 
some time in the bus.

Among the instruments students 
learnt about were the ukulele, the 
guitar, keyboard and drums.

SOURCE:
Newsletter, 5 Feb 2019

Lyn Davis, Umina Beach 
Public School

Music bus visits Umina

Umina Beach Public School 
is set to receive new 
equipment for the school 
playground this term.

“A design has been chosen 
and orders have been made for 
installation of our new equipment 
in the primary area of the school 
playground,” said principal, Ms Lyn 
Davis.

“The Parents and Carers Group 
have worked very hard to raise the 

funds needed for this project.
“Total cost will be approximately 

$60,000 with the school and the 
Group sharing the costs.

“Profit from our school canteen 
in 2018 has been directed toward 
the school cost of this new 
equipment.”

SOURCE:
Newsletter, 5 Feb 2019

Lyn Davis, Umina Beach 
Public School

New playground 
equipment ordered

Umina Beach Public School 
is seeking donations of 
dinosaur toys.

“Do you have any unwanted toy 
dinosaurs wanting a new home?” 
asked principal Ms Lyn Davis

“We would appreciate any 

donations for our Kindergarten 
classes.

“Please drop them off to the 
school office.”

SOURCE:
Newsletter, 5 Feb 2019

Lyn Davis, Umina Beach 
Public School

Dinosaur toys wanted

Umina Beach Public School 
has unveiled its 2019 
Kindergarten staff and 
support team.

“We are excited to be welcoming 
our new Kindergarten students 
who started school on February 4.

“Our 2019 Kindergarten team 

couldn’t wait to see our new Kindies 
in their new school uniforms and 
welcome them to Umina Beach 
Public School,” said principal Ms 
Lyn Davis.

SOURCE:
Social media, 4 Feb 2019
Lyn Davis, Umina Beach 

Public School

Kindergarten start school
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Email: oceanbeachhotel@alhgroup.com.au

Students at Ettalong Public 
School were straight into 
their schoolwork on the first 
day of the new school year, 
according to principal Ms 
Lynn Balfour.

“All students were placed in 
their new classes immediately 
after recess on their first day 
back resulting in no lost valuable 
teaching time and, of course, 
there were lots of excited students 
when they found out who their new 
teacher was,” she said.

“Our school day starts at 
8.55am and ends at 2.55pm.

“We encourage all children to 
be at school at least five minutes 
before the bell rings so they can 
catch up with friends.

“Students arriving late miss 
the beginning of lessons and also 

cause disruption to other children 
who have just settled into their day.

“Please make sure your child 
arrives at school after 8:30am when 
teachers commence playground 
duty and before the morning bell.

“Kindergarten students started 
lessons on February 4 and will 
finish their day at 2:30pm, for their 
first two weeks.

“They will stay for full days from 
February 18.

“We have a busy few weeks 
ahead with our swimming carnival 
and parent information sessions.

“We will also have a free 
sausage sizzle in between the 
parent information,” Ms Balfour 
said.

SOURCE:
Newsletter, 5 Feb 2019
Lynn Balfour, Ettalong 

Public School

Straight into schoolwork 
on first day back

An Umina artist has been 
awarded first place in the 
miniature section of the 
Central Coast Art Society’s 
2019 Summer Exhibition.

Umina’s Ms Judith Hoste took 
out first place with her work Red 
Gum Blossom.

Ms Hoste’s piece was painted 
in gouache, a type of opaque 
watercolour on a black background.

Of the win, she said it was “a 
wonderful surprise”.

SOURCE:
Social media, 18 Jan 2019

Judith Hoste, Umina

Umina artist wins exhibition
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 DIRECT FROM AMERICA…
THE MANHATTAN TRANSFER ARE TOURING AUSTRALIA 

EVERY MONTH ALL WEATHERS
2ND & LAST SUNDAY EACH MONTH

NEW STALLS WELCOME - 3 MARKETS FREE THEN 20% OF TAKINGS

MARKETS
Mangrove Mountain Hall

Hall & Fairview Fundraising
bric a brac • flowers • books
• Food • home style preserves 

• Live Music & pony rides

 Margaret PH 4374 1255

EVERY MONTH ALL WEATHERS
2ND & LAST SUNDAY EACH MONTH

NEW STALLS WELCOME - 3 MARKETS FREE THEN 20% OF TAKINGS

MARKETS
Mangrove Mountain Hall

Hall & Fairview Fundraising
bric a brac • flowers • books
• Food • home style preserves 

• Live Music & pony rides

 Margaret PH 4374 1255

The Troubadour Folk 
Club’s next concert will be 
a double header special, 
featuring Shawn Lidster 
from Newfoundland and 
local band New York Public 
Library.

The special double feature 
concert will take place from 7pm 
on February 23 at the club’s new 
venue, the St Luke’s Church 
Hall, Woy Woy.

Club president, Mr Michael 
Fine, said the concert would be 
one of the club’s best ones yet.

“Shawn hails from 
Newfoundland and brings a 
perfect mix of his heritage with 
Australiana charm to his mixed 
bag of Celtic alternative country 
blues,” Mr Fine said.

“Shawn has had songs he 
has written and performed for 

the Prime Minister of Canada, 
the Premier of Newfoundland, 
Prince Charles and even had 
a song played on the famous 

Hockey Night in Canada.
“His Newfoundland album 

Legends, was added to the 
K-12 curriculum throughout 
Newfoundland and Labrador 
Schools in 2009 as a learning 
resource for students.

“A number of songs in 
traditional style became famous, 
with extensive airplay on CBC 
Radio, VOCM and other popular 
radio stations across Canada, 
and on internet and folk radio 
stations around the world.”

Lidster’s first appearance at 
the Troubadour will be supported 
by local group New York Public 
Library, an Australian bluegrass, 
Irish, country music folk band 
making a return visit to Woy 
Woy.

“They may remind you 
of great old groups like the 
Weavers and the Kingston Trio, 
but be warned, they may play 
anything that takes their fancy, 
with lots of comedy thrown in.

The New York Public Library 
is made up of: John Flanagan 
(vocals, mandolin, tenor 
guitar), Warren Boyd (vocals, 
banjo, guitar), Isabelle Fogarty 
(vocals, double bass, ukulele) 
and Alan Smart (Guitar and not 
much else).

Tickets are essential.

SOURCE:
Media release, 6 Feb 2019
Michael Fine, Troubadour 

Folk Club

Double header special 
feature at folk club

Woy Woy Little Theatre will 
present its first production 
for the year with Noel 
Coward’s Private Lives 
opening on February 22 
at Peninsula Theatre for a 
three-week season.

Director Ms Jan Grounds said 
razor sharp wit and verbal sparring 
would be the order of the day in 
this play which sees a divorced 
couple find themselves in adjoining 
hotel rooms in France, each with a 
new spouse in tow.

“This is probably Noel Coward’s 
most perfect and performed play,” 
Ms Grounds said.

“It was written in 1930 in just 
a few days and, after almost 90 
years, it still has a lot to offer, as 
the characters are so well drawn 
and the language is deliciously 
clever and amusing.

“I have loved Noel Coward’s 
work for such a long time that to 
direct this play is such a gift.

“Several years ago, I was 
assistant director and stage 
manager for Woy Woy Little 
Theatre’s Hay Fever, so doing 

another of Noel Coward’s plays 
seemed an opportunity not to be 
missed,” she said.

The play has a strong cast 
comprising some of the group’s 
best-known performers.

Ms Kellie Martin (last seen in 
Sylvia) and Mr Thomas Unger 
(last seen in Baskerville) are the 
divorced couple, with Mr Clayton 
Williamson (also last seen in 
Baskerville) and Ms Rebecca 
Bright (last seen in the 2018 Flash 
Festival) as their respective new 
spouses.

Completing the cast is Ms Kirsty 
Bolton, a newcomer to the Woy 
Woy Little Theatre stage, as the 
maid.

“Having such a talented strong 
cast meant that the language, fun 
and utter madness of Private Lives 
could be showcased,” Ms Grounds 
said.

For session times, ticket 
information and bookings visit Woy 
Woy Little Theatre’s website.

SOURCE:
Media release, 5 Feb 2019

Terry Collins, Woy Woy 
Little Theatre

Noel Coward 
play opens Little 

Theatre year

Umina Beach Public School 
has five new teaching staff 
this year.

“Several new staff members 
have been welcomed into the 
Umina Beach school community,” 
said principal Ms Lyn Davis.

“Amongst our new teachers 
we have Cindy Dewstow who 
is teaching a Year 3 class (3D); 
Louise Lisney who is teaching a 

Year 6 class (6L); Gavin Bradley is 
teaching a Kindergarten class (KB) 
and Naomi Kinsela is teaching a 
Year 4 class (4K).

“An itinerant teacher for hearing 
impaired children has also been 
appointed to our school in the form 
of Kim Pearson,” Ms Davis said.

SOURCE:
Newsletter, 5 Feb 2019

Lyn Davis, Umina Beach 
Public School

Five new teachers 
at Umina
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PHOENIX 
QUARTET
Concert #1 Love, Life & Death

T HE

24 Feb - Central Coast
3 Mar  - Sydney

7 Mar  - Canberra

'members from national & international orchestras such as Opera Australia, Sydney Symphony, 
BBC Philharmonie, Kammer Philharmonie Köln, Boston Symphony and Academy of St Martin in 

the Fields, to name a few'

www.clubumina.com.au

Melbourne Avenue - Umina Beach, New South Wales

4343 9999

The Marine Rescue 
service at Point Clare has 
commissioned a new rescue 
boat for the Brisbane Water 
on February 2.

Central Coast 21 is a 7.5 
metre vessel that can respond 
to emergencies on Brisbane 
Water and up to 15 nautical miles 
offshore.

Marine Rescue NSW 
Commissioner Stacey Tannos said 
the Hunter-Central Coast region 
had been one of the state’s busiest 
in terms of marine rescues this 
summer.  

“Central Coast rescue crews 
responded to 50 incidents in the 
past two months, including nine 
life-threatening emergencies,” 

Commissioner Tannos said.
“Thanks to the ongoing support 

of the State Government, we’ve 
been able to ensure our volunteers 
have modern, reliable and safe 
rescue vessels.

SOURCE:
Media release, Feb 2

Ben Sheath, Office of 
Adam Crouch MP

New boat for Marine Rescue

Central Coast Council 
has published its Seniors’ 
Festival program featuring a 
number of Peninsula events.

The Festival officially runs from 
February 13-24 but Council has 
had events running from February 
1.

“From cooking, film making and 
art exhibits to retirement planning, 
line dancing and water sports, 
there’s something for everyone at 
this year’s NSW Seniors’ Festival,” 
said mayor, Cr Jane Smith.

Events on the Peninsula 
include a full day of activities for 
seniors from 9am on February 13 
at the Ettalong Senior Citizens’ 
Centre, including indoor bowls, 
leatherworking classes, bridge, 
scrabble and table tennis.

Also on February 13, Umina 
Library will host the Art of Ageing 
Exhibition, a digital photography 
exhibition which celebrates the 
role and contributions of older 
people to society.

It will run every day until 
February 22.

The Peninsula Leisure Centre 
will hold water aerobics from 
12:30pm on February 13 and 

again on February 15 and 20.
It will also hold senior strength 

training classes by appointment 
only from February 13 to 24.

The senior citizens’ centre will 
hold an old time/new age dancing 
program from 9am on February 
14, followed by Polynesian dance 
classes, card games and Mahjong.

The centre will also be holding 
the Creative Folk Art Social Group 
from 12:30pm on February 14.

February 15 sees the centre 
hold line dancing, indoor bowls 
and panting classes.

On February 18, it will hold 
chess and move n groove dance 
sessions.

Meanwhile, on February 15, 
Woy Woy Library will be hosting a 
series of information sessions for 
seniors.

The sessions will be run by 
speakers from the Financial 
Information Service and cover 
such topics as: understanding 
your retirement income streams, 
understanding your pension and 
estate planning.

The Service will also hold 
an accommodation options in 
retirement workshop and an 

understanding aged care fees and 
charges at the Library on February 
22.

Places are limited for all 
sessions so bookings are essential.

The Hawkesbury River Cruise 
and Broken Bay Sport Recreation 
Lunch will take place on February 
19.

The cruise is available for 
Peninsula residents with pickup 
points at Patonga and Brooklyn.

Bookings are essential.
The senior citizens’ centre will 

hold a Latin American Ballroom 
Dancing class on February19 and 
a Canasta card game.

Podiatrist Seleisa Duddy 
will give a foot care and ageing 
presentation at the centre on 
February 22.

Bookings are essential.
On February 28, Woy Woy 

Library will host a My Gov and 
My Aged Care website navigation 
masterclass. Bookings are 
essential.

SOURCE:
Brochure, 30 Jan 2019

Seniors Festival Program, 
Central Coast Council
Reporter: Dilon Luke

Peninsula events in
Seniors’ Festival program
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COASTAL DIARY
A COMPREHENSIVE LISTING OF EVENTS OVER THE NEXT FEW WEEKS ON THE CENTRAL COAST

TUESDAY, FEB 12

Grandparents Storytime,
Erina Library, Free,

10:30am

Shirl’s Sing-A-Long,
The Greens Bowling Club,

 The Entrance, Free,
10:30am - 12:30pm

2261 Community 
Roundtable,

The Entrance Community 
Centre, RSVP,

12pm

WEDNESDAY, FEB 13

Active Over 50’s Classes,
Lake Haven Recreation 

Centre, Free,
8:30am - 9:30am

Tim Maddren - Me & My 
Shadow,

Laycock Street Community 
Theatre,

Ticketed, 11am

Indoor Bowls, Leatherwork 
& Table Tennis,

Ettalong 50+ Leisure 
& Learning Centre, Free,

9am - 12pm

Mindful Art & Chess,
Gosford 50+ Leisure & 

Learning Centre,
Free, 9am - 12pm,

Be Connected Program, 
10am - 12pm

Have your Say -
 Information Session,
Central Coast Council 

Wyong Office,
6pm - 8pm

yourvoiceourcoast.com/plan-
ningcontrols

GEC Chamber February 
Lunch Event,

The Entertainment Grounds, 
Gosford, Ticketed,
12:15pm - 2pm

CBWN after hours Sparkle 
Event,

Nexus Smart Hub Wyong,
Ticketed, 5:30 - 7:30pm

Centrelink and Carer’s 
Benefits - Seniors Festival 

Event,
Tuggerah Library, Free, 

Bookings essential,
10am - 12pm

Silver Storytime - Seniors 
Festival Event,

Erina Library, Free,
10am - 12pm

Seniors Discount Voucher 
Booklet Giveaway,

Centre Court - Gosford 
Imperial Centre,

Free, 10am - 2pm

Accommodation Options for 
Older Australians,

Tuggerah Library, Bookings 
essential,

12pm - 2pm

Bridge & Scrabble,
Ettalong 50+ Leisure & 

Learning Centre,
Free, 12pm - 3:30pm

Aqua Water Aerobics,
Peninsular Leisure Centre,

Free, 12:30pm-1:30pm

Social Scrapbooking, Line 
dancing,

Gosford 50+ Leisure & 
Learning Centre,
Free, 1pm - 3pm

Understanding the Costs of 
Aged Care,

Tuggerah Library, Free - 
Bookings essential,
2:15pm - 4:15pm

Free Senior Strength 
Training,

Lake Haven Recreation 
Centre & Peninsular Leisure 

Centre, 13 - 24/02,
Bookings essential

THURSDAY, FEB 14

Valentine’s On The Greens,
Evergaldes Country Club 

Woy Woy,Ticketed,
6pm

Active Over 50’s Classes,
Lake Haven 

Recreation Centre, Free,
8:30am - 9:30am

Old Time / New Vogue 
Dancing,

Ettalong 50+ Leisure & 
Learning Centre,

Free, 9am - 12pm

Darts,
Gosford 50+ Leisure & 

Learning Centre,
Free, 9:30am - 12pm

Central Coast Council’s 
Seniors Concert and Expo,

Central Coast Council 
Wyong Service Centre,

Free - Bookings essential,
10am - 1pm

Rock “N” Roll Revival,
Office of Sport - Myuna Bay 

Centre, Ticketed,
10am - 2:30pm

Grandparents Storytime,
Erina Library, Free,

10:30am

Polynesian Dance,
Ettalong 50+ Leisure & 

Learning Centre,

Free, 12pm - 1pm,
Cards – Hand & Foot,

12pm - 3:30pm,
Creative Folk Art Social 

Group, 12:30pm - 2:30pm,
Mahjong, 12:30pm - 

3:30pm

FRIDAY, FEB 15

Martin Freney Earthship 
Designer Talk,

Narara Ecovillage,
Donation entry,

15 &16/01, 7:30pm

Candy’s Strawbale 
Workshop, 

Narara Ecovillage,
Ticketed, 15, 16 & 17/02

Tuggerah Lakes U3A 
presents a Talk on

Local Railways -Then and 
Now, The Entrance/Long 

Jetty RSL Hall,
10am - 12pm

Aqua Water Aerobics,
Gosford Olympic Pool, 

Free, 8:30am - 9:30am

Linedancing,
Ettalong 50+ Leisure & 

Learning Centre,
Free, 9am - 11am,

Painting Social Group,
9am - 12pm

Learn Indoor Bowls - 12pm

Seniors Active Day,
Point Wolstoncroft Sport 
and Recreation Centre,

Ticketed, 9am - 2:30pm

Understanding Your 
Pension,

Woy Woy Library, Free,
Bookings essential, 10am 
Understanding Retirement 

Income Streams - 
12:15pm, 

Estate Planning - 2:30pm

Nutrition and Cooking for 
Positive Ageing,

Gosford 50+ Leisure & 
Learning Centre,
Free, 10:30am, 

Table Tennis, 1:30pm - 
3:30pm

SATURDAY, FEB 16

Free Microchipping 
Day, 

SoCare Wyong Animal 
Care Facility, Central 
Coast Animal Care 
Facility – Gosford 

Pound, 10am - 4pm
centralcoast.nsw.gov.au/pets

Wyong Family History 
Group Drop In Session,
Tuggerah Library, Free,

9am - 12pm

The Kings of Country Rock,
The Art House Wyong,

Ticketed, 8pm

Central Coast Council 
Pop up Stall -

Consolidating planning 
controls, Central Coast 
Council Wyong Office,

6 - 8pm

Centrelink and Carer’s 
Benefits, Erina Library,

Free - Bookings essential, 
10am - 11:45am, 

Accommodation Options for 
Older Australians - 12pm,

Understanding the Costs of 
Aged Care - 2:30pm

It’s BBQ Time,
Toukley 50+ Leisure & 

Learning Centre,
Ticketed, 12pm - 3:30pm

Mardi to Warnervale 
Pipeline project - Drop-
In Information Session,
Watanobbi Community 

Centre, 9am - 11am
yourvoiceourcoast.com/M2WP

Sydney Comedy Club at 
the EG,

The Entertainment Grounds 
Gosford, Ticketed,
6:30pm - 11:30pm 

The Songs of Steely Dan,
Laycock Street Community 

Theatre, Ticketed,
8pm

SUNDAY, FEB 17

Coast Onscreen Seniors 
Short Film Workshops: 

Film Editing Techniques,
Workshop 3, Bookings 

required,
10am - 2pm

MONDAY, FEB 18

Seniors Festival Open Days,
Terrigal 50+ Leisure & 

Learning Centre,
18 - 22/02, Free,
7:30am - 3:30pm

Mini Market - 9am - 2pm

Aqua Fitness,
Toukley Aquatic Centre, 

Free,
7:45am - 8:45am

Active Over 50’s Classes,
Lake Haven Recreation 

Centre,
Free, 8:30am - 9:30am

Moving into a Retirement 
Village Information Night,

The Entrance Library,
Bookings essential, 2 - 3pm

Chess,
Ettalong 50+ Leisure & 

Learning Centre,
Free, 9am - 11am,

Move ‘n’ Groove - 11:30am 
- 12:30pm

Knit & Knatter, Social 
Painting Group, Origami,
Gosford 50+ Leisure & 

Learning Centre,
Free, 9am - 12pm

Join & Enjoy Week,
Long Jetty Over 50’s Club 

for Leisure & Learning,
Free, 18 - 22/02,

9:30am - 11:30am & 
1pm - 3pm

TUESDAY, FEB 19

Sit & Sew Social Group,
Gosford 50+ Leisure & 

Learning Centre, 
Free, 9am - 12pm

Rhonda Burchmore - 
Up Close & Personal,

The Art House Wyong,
Ticketed, 11am

4335 1485

Managing Your Money,
Lake Haven Library, Free,
Bookings essential, 10am 

- 12pm

Seniors Hawkesbury Cruise 
and Broken Bay Sport and 

Recreation Lunch,
Hawkesbury River / Broken 
Bay Sport and Recreation 

Centre, Ticketed,
9:30am - 2:15pm

Latin American / Ballroom 
Dancing,

Ettalong 50+ Leisure & 
Learning

Centre, Free, 
9:30am - 11:30am

Scams and Online Safety 
for Seniors,

Tuggerah Library,
Free - Bookings essential,

1:30pm - 2:30pm

WEDNESDAY, FEB 20

Climate Change 
Community Workshop -

The Entrance Ward,
Mingara Recreation 

Club, 6 - 8:30pm
To register visit 

yourvoiceourcoast.com/climat-
echange

Summer Flicks: ‘The African 
Queen’,

Tuggerah Library,
Bookings essential, 
1:30pm - 4:30pm

Host of ABC Craig 
Reucassel - War on Waste 

program,
The Art House Wyong, 

Free, 6 - 7pm

Coast Onscreen Seniors 
Short Film Workshops: Film 

Finalisation,
Workshop 4, Bookings 

required,
10am - 2pm

Seniors Canoeing/Kayaking,
Seniors Stand Up 

Paddleboard,
Avoca Lagoon, Ticketed,

10am - 12pm

Healthy Ageing Talk, 
Gosford 50+ Leisure & 
Learning Centre, Free - 

Bookings essential,
 10am - 12pm

Silver Screen - Day 4 Polish 
& Upload,

The Hub, The Erina Centre,
Free - Bookings essential,

10am - 2pm

Walking Football,
Pluim Park, The Home of 

Central Coast Football, Free 
- Bookings essential

THURSDAY, FEB 21

Mardi to Warnervale 
Pipeline project - Drop-
In Information Session,

Tuggerah Library 
(Westfield Tuggerah)

3 - 5pm
yourvoiceourcoast.com/M2WP

ELIXIR feat. Katie Noonan,
Laycock Street Theatre 
Auditorium, Ticketed,

8pm

Variety Social,
Gosford 50+ Leisure & 

Learning Centre,
Free - Bookings essential,

9:30am - 1pm

Manpower Australia 2019,
Central Coast Leagues 

Club, Ticketed,
7:30pm

Terrigal 50+ Seniors 
Festival Concert,

Terrigal 50+ Leisure & 
Learning Centre,
Ticketed, 11am

What you didn’t know 

about your Business,
Nexus Smart Hub Wyong,

Bookings required, 5:30pm

Let Us Entertain You,
Toukley 50+ Leisure & 

Learning Centre,
Free, 12pm

Cardmaking Workshop,
Gosford 50+ Leisure & 

Learning Centre,
Free, 1pm - 3pm,

Sandra’s Tai Chi Workshop 
- 1:30pm - 2:15pm, Shall 
We Dance - 6pm -7pm

Elixir featuring Katie 
Noonan,

Laycock Street Community 
Theatre,

Ticketed, 8pm - 10pm

Investing with Safety,
The Entrance Library,

Free - Bookings essential,
10am - 12pm

Understanding Aged Care 
Fees & Charges,
Woy Woy Library, 

Free - Bookings essential, 
1pm

FRIDAY, FEB 22

Investing with Safety - 
Seniors Festival Event,
The Entrance Library, 
Bookings essential,

10am - 12pm, 

SATURDAY, FEB 23

Chemical CleanOut 
drop off,

Mount Penang Gardens 
event park,

Free, 23 - 24/02,
9am - 3:30pm

www.cleanout.com.au

James Reyne: A Crawl To 
Now,

The Art House Wyong,
Ticketed, 7:30pm

Women Like Us -
Coast Comedy Club, 
Club Toukley RSL,
Ticketed, 7:45pm

The Manhattan
Transfer, 

Ettalong Diggers,
Ticketed, 7:30pm

4343 0111

Beccy Cole - 
The Wine Time Tour,

Halekulani Bowling Club, 
Ticketed, 8pm

Come and Play AFL 
with Wyong Lakes 

Magpies - 
Registration Day,

Wadalba Mcdonalds, 
1pm - 3pm
0404257702

Bellbird Committee 
Raceday,

The Entertainment Grounds 
Gosford, Ticketed,

12pm - 6pm

Troubadour Folk and 
Acoustic Music - Shawn 

Lidster and New York Public 
Library,

St Lukes Hall Woy Woy,
Ticketed, 7pm

SUNDAY, FEB 24

Love, Life & Death - 
Phoenix Quartet,
Greenway Chapel 

Green Point, Ticketed, 
2:30pm - 4:30pm

0402 544 016
www.pcmusic.net

Silver Screen – Day 5 
Screening / Film Festival,

The Hub, The Erina Centre,
Free - Bookings essential,

12pm - 2pm

Come and Play AFL 
with Wyong Lakes 

Magpies - 
Registration & Come 

and Try, 
Don Small Oval 

Tacoma, 1pm - 3pm
0404257702

TUEDSAY, FEB 26

Climate Change 
Community Workshop - 

Gosford East Ward,
Erina Centre, Erina Fair,

6 - 8:30pm
To register visit 

yourvoiceourcoast.com/climat-
echange

Smartphones & Tablets – 
How to use them!

Meeting Space 2, The Erina 
Centre,

Free - Bookings essential,
1:30pm - 2:30pm

WEDNESDAY, FEB 27

Vissla NSW Pro Surf Series,
Avoca Beach, 27/02 - 04/
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Out&About

OPENS 22 February  
for 10 performances only.
BOOK ONLINE NOW! woywoylt.com

or phone 4344 4737 and leave a message

Peninsula Theatre
Cnr Ocean Beach & McMasters Rds, Woy Woy

An Amateur Production BY ARRANGEMENT WITH ORiGiN™ THEATRICAL, ON BEHALF OF SAMUEL FRENCH, LTD.

Please donate now
1 3  S A LV O S  |  S A LV O S . O R G . A U

where it’s needed most

Central Coast Council has 
estimated that more than 
12,000 people attended 
the Woy Woy waterfront 
Australia Day celebrations 
on January 26.

Council unit manager Mr Glenn 
Cannard said Australia Day was 
made even more special by the 
strong community support for the 
Woy Woy event.

He said the council had received 
positive feedback, especially on 
the lantern parade, “a collaborative 
community project starting with 
a number of workshops over 
two weeks and resulting in 
creative lanterns reflective of our 
community spirit”.

“We will be building on this 
component of our Australia Day 
event over the coming years,” he 
said.

He said other festivity highlights 
included the Zorb Balls on the 
water, headline band The Nevilles 
which entertained crowds into 
the evening, the variety of games 
and activities for families and an 
accessibility tent.

“The event ended with a 
spectacular fireworks display over 
the water.

“We were delighted to host this 
special event, which brought our 

community together to celebrate 
our diversity, our values, our 
national achievements and our 
hopes for the future,” Mr Cannard 
said.

Mayor Cr Jane Smith said 
Australia Day was all about 
acknowledging and celebrating the 
contribution that every Australian 
made “to our vibrant and diverse 
nation”.

“It was great to see the 

community come together at 
our Woy Woy Australia Day 
celebration.

“We are so lucky to live in such 
a beautiful part of the world and 
at the event we saw that great 
community spirit come to life,” Cr 
Smith said.

SOURCE:
Media statements, 4 Feb 2019

Glenn Cannard, Central 
Coast Council

Jane Smith, Central Coast Council

Woy Woy celebrations 
attract 12,000, says council

Hundreds of Peninsula 
residents descended on 
Wagstaffe for the town’s 
annual Australia Day flag 
raising ceremony on January 
26.

Member for Terrigal Mr Adam 
Crouch attended the event and 
said he was thrilled to see it so 
heavily attended.

“It was fantastic to see hundreds 
of residents and visitors in 
attendance on what was a beautiful 
morning,” Mr Crouch said.

“It was also great to catch up 
with local legends Judy Nunn and 
Bruce Venables,” he said.

SOURCE:
Social Media, 26 Jan 2019

Adam Crouch, Member for Terrigal

Wagstaffe flag-
raising
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Directory - Not for profit Community Organisations
Art & Culture
Central Coast 
Art Society 

Weekly paint-outs 
Tues 0428 439 180.

Workshops 9.30am 1st & 3rd 
Wed Gosford City Art Centre 

4363  1156.
Social Meetings 1.30pm 4th 

Wed for demonstrations 
4325 1420

publicity@artcentralcoast.asn.au

Central Coast 
Handweavers,
Spinners and 

Textile Arts Guild
Spinning and weaving, 

patchwork and quilting, felting 
and other fibre and fabric 
crafts, community quilting 

bees 
Day and Night Groups

4325 4743
www.cottagecrafts.net.au

Ettalong Beach Art 
& Crafts Centre

Adult classes in Pottery 
Watercolours, Oils, Acrylics, 

Pastels, Silvercraft, 
Patchwork & Quilting

0412 155 391 
www.ebacc.com.au 

ebacc.email@gmail.com

Hospital Art 
Australia Inc.

Meet every Tue and Fri
9am-2pm - 109 Birdwood 
Ave, Umina - Painting and 

Canvas drawing. Volunteers 
welcome

0431 363 347
hospitalartaustralia.com.au 

Community Centres
Peninsula Community 

Centre
Cnr Ocean Beach Rd & 
McMasters Rd Woy Woy
Activities, programs and 

support groups for children, 
teens, adults and seniors 
including occasional care, 

playgroups, dance classes, 
karate, fitness classes, youth 
services, gambling solutions, 

internet kiosk and social 
groups.

4341 9333
www.coastcommunityconnections.com.au

Ettalong 50+ Leisure 
& Learning Centre

Cards, Chess, Choir, Creative 
Folk Art, Dancing, Darts, 
Handicraft, Handicrafts, 

Indoor Bowls, Leatherwork, 
Line Dancing, Mahjong, 

Painting, Rummking, 
Scrabble, Table Tennis, 

Ukulele, Women’s Shed, 
4304 7222

Central Coast 
Community 

Legal Centre
Not for profit service providing 

free legal advice. 
Monday to Friday 

9am to 5pm
4353 4988

contact@centralcoastclc.org.au

Point Clare 
Community Hall
Community Garden - 

Playgroup
Craft and Exercise Groups
Function or Meeting Hire

Managed by Gosford 
Regional Community 

Services
Enquiries regarding hire to 

4323 7483
accounts@gosfordcommunity.org.au

www.gosfordcommunity.org.au

Community Groups
ABC “The Friends” 

Support group for Public 
Broadcaster.

Aims: Safeguard ABC’s 
independence, adequate 
funding, high standards.

Meetings through the year + 
social afternoons

Well-known guest speakers
4341 5170

www.fabcnsw.org.au

Central Coast 
Caravanners Inc

3rd Sun Monthly
Visitors - New Members 

welcome, Trips Away, Social 
Outings, friendship with like 
minded senior folk - Details 

from Geoff 
0447 882 150

Central Coast 50+ 
Singles Social Group

Ladies & gents dinner, 
dancing - BBQs & socialising 

each w/end. Monthly 
programme for all areas 

0412 200 571
0437 699 366
50pssg@gmail.com

CCLC Indoor Bowls
 Mon - Ladies Social

Wed Night - Mixed Social
Sat - Mixed Social

New members welcome - 
tuition given

level 2 Central Coast 
Leagues Club

4334 3800

Freemasons
Who are they? 

What do they do?
Find out about the wolrd’s 

oldest fraternal organisation 
and how we help our 

community.
Gosford Masonic Centre

86 Mann St Gosford
www.tccl2001.org

Peninsula Village 
Playgroup

Carers, Grandparents, 
parents & children 

‘Intergenerational Playgroup’
Tues 10-11.30am

4344 9199

Peninsula School 
for Seniors

 Community Centre, 
McMasters Road, Woy Woy
Discussions, rumikin, craft, 
history, walks, & coach trips 

Tues, Wed, Thur
4341 5984 or 4341 0800

Seniors Social and 
Friendship Club Inc

Meets 2nd Mon
Regular monthly social 
activities as well as day 

outings and short breaks 
away, organised by 
individual members.

4322 7588 or 0427 404 322

The Krait Club
Community Centre - Cooinda 
Village, Neptune St, Umina

10.30am For seniors. Gentle 
exercises, quizzes, games, 

social activities, guest 
speakers, entertainment and 

bus trips - 4344 3277

The NSW Justices 
Association Inc

Seeking volunteers for 
added community desks

Wednesday Umina Library 
10am-1pm

Thursday Woy Woy Library 
10am-1pm

Free Insurance and training 
provided

0418 203 671
marketing@nswja.org

Umina Beach 
Men’s Shed

Men share a variety of tools, 
pursue interests and hobbies, 

spend time with other men 
and learn new skills
Darrell 4342 9606

Volunteering 
Central Coast 

Refers potential volunteers 
to community orgs. Supports 

both volunteers and 
community orgs. Training for 
volunteers & their managers. 

4329 7122
recruit@volcc.org.au 

Wagstaffe to Killcare 
Community

Protect and preserve the 
environment & residential 

nature of the Bouddi 
Peninsula and to strengthen 

community bonds
2nd Mon, 7.30pm 

Wagstaffe Hall 4360 2945
info@wagstaffetokillcare.org.au

Entertainment
Frantastics Choir Inc

High quality variety 
entertainment available for 

matinee 
bookings at your venue.
New members welcome.

1pm Mondays during school 
terms

Walter Baker Hall, Woy Woy
4343 1995

www.frantastics.org

Health Groups
Al-Anon

If someone’s drinking is 
causing you problems...

Al-Anon can help
4344 6939

1300 252 666
Meetings Sat 2pm
Woy Woy Hospital 

Ocean Beach Road

Arthritis NSW
Woy Woy support group
Woy Woy Bowling Club

North Burge Road Woy Woy
3rd Tues 10.30am

1800 011 041

Better Hearing 
Australia - Central 

Coast
Hea ring loss management
Support and educational 
groups providing practical 

experience and confidence
Learn the benefits of hearing 

aids - 4321 0275

BlueWave Living
Woy Woy Community 

Aged Care facility providing 
residential aged care to the 

frail aged.
Permanent and respite care 
accommodation available.

Information 2nd and 4th Tues 
- 11am - 4344 2599

reception@bluewaveliving.org.au

Central Coast 
Parkinson’s Support 

Group
We aim to help individuals 

and their families better 
manage living with 

Parkinson’s Disease
Guest speakers are a regular

feature of our meetings.
2nd Tue - 1.30pm

1800 644 189

Gambling Solutions
Gambling help counsellors 
providing free confidential 

professional service to 
gamblers, family and friends.

Woy Woy, Kincumber, 
Gosford and The Entrance

4344 7992

GROW Support Groups
Small friendly groups formed 

to learn how to overcome 
anxiety, depression and 

loneliness and to improve 
mental health and well-being. 
Anonymous, free and open 

to all. Bring a support person 
if you like. Weekly meetings 

at Woy Woy, Bateau Bay and 
Wyong 

1800 558 268
www.grow.org.au

Meals on Wheels
Delicious meals delivered 
free - Join us for a midday 
meal - Help with shopping 

and cooking classes
4341 6699

Mary Mac’s Place
Providing hot, freshly cooked 
meals - Mon to Fri 11am-1pm 
with support, info & referrals 

4341 0584
marymacs@woywoycatholic.org.au

Overeaters 
Anonymous (OA)

12-step fellowship for those 
with eating disorders. No 
dues, fees, or weigh-ins.

Peninsula Com. Cntr, cnr. Mc 
Masters Rd & Ocean Beach 

Rd. Woy Woy, Fri 8pm
0412 756 446
www.oa.org 

Peninsula Village 
Wellness Centre
Offering holistic and 

complementary therapies 
including aromatherapy, 

massage and music therapy
4344 9199

Peninsula Village Meals
Delivered daily to your door

Nutritious, great for the elderly
4344 9199

Peninsula Village 
Carer’s Support Group 
For carers of loved ones with 
dementia - 1st Wed - 10 to 

11.30am 
Paula 4344 9199

Prostate Cancer 
Support Group 

(Gosford)
Last Fri, Terrigal Uniting 

Church, 380 Terrigal Drive, 
Terrigal

9.30am to 12 noon 
4367 9600
www.pcfa.org.au

Schizophrenia and 
Bipolar Fellowship

For Schizophrenia/Bipolar/
Mental Health sufferers, 

family, carers and friends. .
1st Thur - 1pm Room 3 

Uniting Church Donnison St
Gosford 

4344 7989 or 4368 2214

Woy Woy Stroke 
Recovery Club

Everglades Country Club
2nd Tues 11am

Company, up-to-date info, 
hydrotherapy, bus trips

1300 650 594 

Music
Brisbane Water Brass
Brass Band entertainment 

for the community playing all 
types of popular music.
Rehearsal every Tues

7.30pm-10pm
0419 274 012

Coastal a Cappella
Vibrant women’s a cappella 

chorus. New members 
welcome - music education 

provided. Rehearsals.
Tues 7pm Gosford Tafe

Performance opportunities
Hire us for your event

0412 948 450
coastalacappella@gmail.com

Soundwaves
A cappella harmony for Men 
– new members welcome. 

Rehearsals Mondays 7.00pm 
to 9.30pm Central Coast 

Leagues Club, Dane Drive, 
Gosford

Ring Max on 4324 3631 
or Kieran 4324 1977

Troubadour Central 
Coast Folk, Traditional 

& Acoustic
Music and Spoken Word

Concerts, Ukulele meets, and 
Sessions

4th Sat 7pm CWA Hall Woy 
Woy 4342 6716

mail.info@troubadour.org.au

Political Groups
Australian Labor Party

Political discussions, national, 
state and local government 

issues

Umina Ettalong Branch
2nd Mon Umina Beach 

Bowling Club 7.30pm 4342 
3676

Ourimbah/ Narara 
Branch

Niagara Park Primary School 
7.30pm 1st Mon
0410 309 494

kyle.macgregor@hotmail.com

Woy Woy Branch
Everglades Country Club

7.30pm 2nd Mon 
Peninsula Day Branch

1pm 2nd Mon 
CWA Hall Woy Woy 

4341 9946

Liberal Party of 
Australia

Woy Woy Branch
4th Thur 6.30pm

Everglades Country Club
woywoyliberals@gmail.com

Central Coast Greens
Active regarding ecological 

sustainability, social & 
economic justice, peace & 
non-violence, grassroots 

democracy & getting 
Greens elected 

3rd Thur, 
centralcoast.nsw.greens.org.au
centralcoastgreens@gmail.com

Service Groups
Lions Club of Woy Woy

4th Mon. 
Woy Woy Leagues Club 

0478 959 895
Make new friends and 

have fun while serving your 
community.

Rotary Clubs
International service club 

improves lives of communities 
in Aust. & o/seas. Fun-filled 

activities, fellowship and 
friendship. 

Rotary Club of Kariong
Phillip House, 21 Old Mount 

Penang Rd, Fri 7.15am 
4340 4529

kersuebay@philliphouse.com.au

Rotary Club of Umina 
Beach

Wednesdays 6.30pm
Everglades Country Club

0409 245 861
curleys@ozemail.com.au

0409 245 861
Rotary Club of Woy Woy

Tues 6pm Everglades 
Country Club.

Don Tee 0428 438 535

Special Interest
Bridge

Duplicate Bridge Mon Tue 
Thur Fri Sat-12.15pm 

& Wed 9.15am 
Brisbane Water Bridge Club, 
Peninsula Community Centre

93 McMasters Rd.
Woy Woy

www.brisbane-water.bridge-club.org

Cash Housie
50 Games every Sat night 

Peninsula Community Centre, 
McMasters Rd, Woy Woy,t 
7.30pm. Proceeds to Woy 

Woy Catholic Parish. 
wwcphousie@hotmail.com

Central Coast Family 
History Society Inc. 
Resources, information 
& advice to study your 

family’s history. 
1st Sat 1pm Lions 

Community Hall, 8 Russell 
Drysdale St, E. Gosford. 

www.centralcoastfhs.org.au

4324 5164

Central Coast 
Tenants’ Advice and 
Advocacy Service
Help with issues with 

landlords & real estate 
agents? Free telephone 
advice and advocacy for 

all tenants and residents in 
residential parks.

4353 5515
cctaas@hotmail.com 

Central Coast
Rescue Unit 

Marine Education Courses. 
Radio Licenses, Boat 
Safety & Boat License 
& PWC License Tests, 

Navigation, Seamanship and 
Meteorology.
4325 7929 
www.vmrcc.org.au

Central Coast 
Soaring Club Inc

Gliding Club, Learn to fly, 
Instruction FREE to members

Come and have an Air 
Experience Flight

All Welcome
14 and up for Training

Flying at Bloodtree Road 
Mangrove Mountain Thur, 

Sat, Sun (weather permitting)
0412 164 082
0414 635 047

www.ccsoaring.com.au

Ettalong Toastmasters
We provide a supportive and 

positive learning experience in 
which members are

empowered to develop 
communication and 

leadership skills, resulting in 
greater self-confidence and 

personal growth
2nd & 4th Tue, 7:30PM, 

Ettalong Diggers
0408 416 356

Peninsula 
Environment Group
Environmental projects, 

(incl. Woytopia), 
Woy Woy community garden, 

social events, workshops, 
organic food buying group

www.peg.org.au

Central Coast 
Goju-Kai Karate

Traditional Karate & Self 
Defence for Teens & Adults
No Contracts, Cheap Rates

Wamberal - Mon 630pm
Kincumber - Thurs 715pm

0417 697 096
www.centralcoastgoju-

kaikarate.com.au

Woy Woy Judo Club
Mon & Fri -Beginners

From 4:30pm
Tue & Thur - graded classes

4:30pm - 8:30pm
27 Bowden Road Woy Woy

Min Age 3 years old
0434 000 170

www.woywoyjudoclub.com

Veterans
National Malaya Borneo 

Veterans Association 
1st Sat (except Jan) 10.30am

Umina Club
Melbourne Avenue

Umina Beach
4342 1107

The Partners of 
Veterans Association 

of Australia Inc Central 
Coast Sub Branch
4th Tues - 10am-1pm

Kincumber Neighbourhood 
Centre, 1/20 Kincumber St

Kincumber
Support Network for Partners 
of Past and present Australian 

Defence Forces
0403 499 905

Veterans’ Help Centre’
Assist all veterans & 

families with pension & 
welfare issues. 

Mon & Wed 9am-1pm 
4344 4760 Cnr Broken Bay 

Rd & Beach St Ettalong.
centralcoastveterans@bigpond.com.

Woy Woy Ettalong 
Hardy’s Bay RSL 

Provide help with pensions 
and welfare etc.

Shop 5/382 Oceanview Rd 
Ettalong. Tues & Thurs 9am 

to 1pm 4341 2594
Women’s Groups
Country Women’s 

Association Umina
2 Sydney Ave

Branch Meetings
2nd Wednesday 10am

Craft & Friends
Wednesdays 9.30am
2nd and 4th Sundays 

12.15pm
0416 193 070 - 4340 1746

Country Women’s 
Association Woy Woy

30 The Boulevarde, Woy Woy
Craft & Friendship: 1st, 2nd 

and 3rd Wed 10AM.
Meetings: 4th Wed 10AM.

Ph: 0411 434 785
woywoycwa@gmail.com

Peninsula Women’s 
Health Centre

Counselling, therapeutic and 
social groups, workshops, 

domestic violence and abuse 
issues. All services by women 

for women
4342 5905

www.cccwhc.com.au

Directory - Not for profit Community Organisations

Entries in the Not For Profit Community Organisations Directory are free. However, we require each organisation to subscribe to each newspaper 
to ensure that someone from that organisation keeps their entry up to date.  Subscription rates are $75 for 25 editions.

see www.duckscrossing.org or www.centralcoastnewspapers.com for the forms or contact Central Coast Newspapers on - 4325 7369
If you would like your Community Organisation listed here
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Emergency
Ambulance, Police, Fire 000
Police Assistance Line 131 444
Crime Stoppers 1800 333 000
Woy Woy Police Station 4379 7399
Energy Australia 13 13 88
Gas Emergency 131 909
Gosford City Council 4325 8222
Marine Rescue NSW - 
Central Coast 4325 7929
SES - Storm and Flood 
Emergency 132 500
Aboriginal & Torres Strait 
Islander Organisations
Mingaletta 4342 7515
Aboriginal Home Care 4321 7215
Drug & Alcohol rehab 4388 6360
Accommodation
Dept. of Housing Gosford 4323 5211
Cassie4Youth 4322 3197
Coast Shelter 4325 3540
Pacific Link Com Housing 4324 7617
Rumbalara Youth Refuge 4325 7555
Samaritans Youth 
Services 4351 1922
Youth Angle • Woy Woy 4341 8830
Woy Woy Youth Cottage 4341 9027
Animal Rescue
Wildlife Arc 4325 0666
Wires 1300 094 737
Community Centres
Peninsula Community 
Centre 4341 9333
Men’s Shed Cluster Inc 0413 244 484
Counselling
Centacare: 4324 6403
Relationship Australia: 1300 364 277
Interrelate: 1800 449 118
Family and Relationships
Centacare Gosford 4324 6403 
Central Coast Family Support 
Service 4340 1099
Horizons (For men with children)  4351 5008
Uniting Care Burnside
 	 Gosford 1800 067 967

Health
Poisons Information 131 126
Ambulance Text Mobile 106
Ambulance GSM 112
Gosford Hospital 4320 2111
Woy Woy Hospital 4344 8444
Sexual Health @ Gosford 
Hospital 4320 2114
After Hours GP Help Line 1800 022 222
Legal & Financial Help
Financial Counselling 
Service 4334 2304
Tenants’ Advice and Advocacy 
Service 4353 5515
Woy Woy Court 4344 0111
Libraries
Gosford district:
	 Umina Beach 4304 7333
	 Woy Woy 4304 7555
Problems, 
Habits & Addiction
Alcoholics Anonymous 4323 3890
Narcotics Anonymous 4325 0524
Professional support 
phone services:
Mental Health Line 1800 011 511
Beyondblue 1300 224 636
Domestic Violence Line 1800 656 463
Lifeline 13 11 14
Kids Help Line 1800 551 800
Griefline 1300 845 745
Suicide Call Back Service 
1300 659 467
Transport
Taxi 131 008
Busways 4368 2277
City Rail 131 500
Welfare Services
Gosford Family Support 4340 1585
Meals on Wheels 4341 6699 
Department of Community Services
	 Gosford 4336 2400
The Salvation Army 4325 5733
Samaritans Emergency 
Relief 4393 2450
St Vincent De Paul Society 
HELPLINE 4323 6081

Peninsula directory 
of services, contacts 
and support groups
Ambulance, 

Police, Fire 000

THE SHAME FILE
Central Coast Newspapers has a very liberal credit policy for advertisers and realises that from time to time, 
people, businesses and organisations get into financial difficulty and may need assistance and time to get 

things back on track. However, some people, businesses and organisations take advantage of this generosity 
they use advertising but simply don’t pay their account after several months and need to be taken to 

court to do so. From time to time, as necessary, we will name these people, businesses or organisations as a 
warning to our readers so that they will be wary when dealing with them.

• �Affordable Roof 
Solutions - Brad 
Sedgewick Ettalong

• �Depp Studios - 
Formerly of  Umina

• �Tony Fitzpatrick trading 
as Futurtek Roofing

• �Stan Prytz of ASCO 
Bre Concreting

• �Andrew and Peter 
Compton

• �Bruce Gilliard Roofing 
of Empire Bay

• �Jamie McNeilly 
formerly of Jamie’s 
Lawn Mowing, 
Woy Woy

• �William McCorriston 
of  Complete Bathroom 

Renovations 
• �First Premier Electrical 

Service of Umina Beach
• �High Thai-d Restaurant 

of Umina Beach
• �Mal’s Seafood & 

Charcoal Chicken 
of Ettalong Beach

• �Simon Jones - All 
external cleaning and 
sealing services

• �Erroll Baker, former 
barber, Ettalong

• �Tye King - Formerly The 
Fish Trap Ettalong Beach

• �Jessica Davis of 
Erina - Trading as A1 
cleaning services

• �Simon and Samantha 
Hague, Trading as 
By the Bay Takeaway 
Empire Bay

• �Rick Supplice of 
Ettalong Beach, Trading 
as Rick’s Flyscreens

• �Mountain Mutts 
- Monique Leon, 
Ettalong Beach

• �RJ’s Diner - Ryan 
Tindell of Woy Woy

• �Thomas James 
Clinton, Trading as TMA 
Products & AthroBalm 
& Effective Business 
Solutions of Ettalong

• �Greenultimate 
Solar PTY LTD

• �Decorative Fabrics & 
Furnishings - Steve 
McGinty, Wyoming

• �Menhir Tapas & 
Bar PTY LTD

• �Dean Lampard - Trading 
as Lampard Painting

• �Callum McDonald - 
Trading as Sunset Decks

• �Linda Smith, 
Bookkeeper 
Horsfield Bay

• �Robcass Furniture 
Removals, 
Mannering Park 

• �Emma Knowles - 
Blacksmith NSW

A registered club in Woy Woy 
will hold free balloon twisting 
for children on February 15.

Everglades Country Club will 
hold the free balloon twisting and 

an animal making event as part of 
its regular kids games and disco 
activities.

The event starts at 6pm.
Children must be supervised by 

a responsible parent or guardian at 
all times.

SOURCE:
Social media, 4 Feb 2019
Sarah Kane, Everglades 

Country Club

Balloon twisting for children

The second Central Coast 
Festival of Women Running 
from March 1 to 10 will 
include more events across 
the Peninsula than ever 
before, according to festival 
committee member Ms 
Margaret Heathcote.

She said there would be 
something for everyone happening 

during this year’s event,
Events taking place across the 

Peninsula start on March 2, with 
a barbecue and cake sale being 
run by the Umina Beach branch of 
the Country Women’s Association 
from 8am to 4pm at Bunnings 
Umina.

The Peninsula Women’s Health 
Centre in Woy Woy will hold a 
Better the Balance morning tea with 

guest speakers and entertainment 
on March 6 from 10am to 12pm.

A third event, a Rayon Riot 
International Women’s Day 
Cabaret, will be held at the 
Everglades Country Club from 
7:30pm on March 9.

SOURCE:
Media release, 28 Jan 2019

Margaret Heathcote, Central 
Coast Festival of Women 2019

Peninsula events 
for women’s festival

A vintage fair and motor 
exhibition will be held in 
Ettalong this February.

Ettalong Memorial Bowling Club 
will host the Viva La Vintage Motor 
Mayhem Car and Bike Show from 
10am to 4pm on February 23.

The free event will feature a 
collection of classic cars, hot rods, 
scooters and bikes.

Other attractions include a 
vintage market fair, the Miss Motor 

Mayhem 2019 Pinup Pageant 
and awards for the best dressed 
attendees.

The event will raise funds for the 
Top Blokes Foundation, which puts 
on special classes for young men 
in local primary and high schools 
across the region.

SOURCE:
Social media, 4 Feb 2019

Robert Henderson, Ettalong 
Memorial Bowling Club

Vintage cars 
on show at 

Ettalong
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Classifieds
ANTENNAS BOREWATER CARPENTERS

CLEANING

ELECTRICIANS

ELECTRICIANS

ELECTRICIANS

ENTERTAINMENT

CABINETMAKER

A Better Picture
Antenna & Digital 
Installations & Tuning
New home specialist

Credit cards OK
HAYWARD VIDEO

All areas
Gosford 4323 6367

Woy Woy 4344 4414
Warnervale 1800 244 456

0412 685 555

Weston & Wilson 
Cleaning Services

Domestic, end of lease, 
holiday & vacate cleans.

Regular or one off. 
Fully insured, WWC & 

Police check avail.
From $35 hour.

Maryanne
0403 505 812

FENCING

BLUEPRINT
F E N C I N G

All types of 
fencing, gates and 

retaining walls
Call Luke

Free quotes

0401 347 247

Bores and 
Spears
Install high quality 

pumps and maintenance 
free spears, existing 

systems reconditioned, 
all work guaranteed. 
Warren Greenway
Ph: 4341 7736

Mob: 0408 225 390
lic No. DL1960

Classified advertising is the cheapest form of 
newspaper advertising. This newspaper is published on 
line on the night before publication date, and is read that 
way by hundreds of people. All advertisements, including 
these classified advertising pages, appear in full on-line 
as an additional benefit for free.

See www.CentralCoastNewspapers.com or  
www.CentralCoastNews.net

Central Coast Newspapers’ advertising rates are 
relatively much lower than in other newspapers and at the 
same time much larger than in other newspapers, with 
the minimum size being 50mm X 42mm. Approximately 
16,000 copies of each newspaper are printed and 
distributed every fortnight.

Personal and Not For Profit 
Organisations

As Central Coast Newspapers are community 
newspapers, the cost of advertising not for profit 
organisations’ events is subsidised. This makes them the 
same rate as non business advertisements.

A mono 5cm advertisement only costs $33. Each 
additional cm costs $6.60 as does colour, and/or a 
photograph or a logo. Private advertisements need to be 
paid for at the time of booking.

Business rates
The minimum size of 5cm X a single column only costs 

$40 + GST in mono and an extra $8 + GST for colour, a 
logo or a photograph, every two weeks. Most businesses 
choose to advertise on an ongoing basis and discounts 
apply for multiple bookings, if they are paid for in full, in 
advance.

Having an advertisement run for 3 months only costs 
$215 + GST, for 6 months it is $385 + GST, and for 12 
months advertising, the total cost is only $700 + GST – 
Approximately $14 per week.

Artwork is free and advertisers are encouraged to 
change their advertisements frequently

Classifieds advertising rates - 
in print and on-line

ASBESTOS REMOVAL

Asbestos 
Removal

Fully licensed and 
insured asbestos 

removals from 
houses, garages, 

sheds, bathrooms etc.
Ph: Tom 0422 653 794 

or 4393 9890
Safe Work NSW Lic. AD212564

BluesAngels
Your total acoustic 
blues/roots package, 
top to toe, and then 
some. Minnie the 
Moocher to Eagle Rock 
and on into indie roots, 
beatnik jazz, backhills 
bluegrass and prog 
folk. Available as duo, 
trio or band negotiable 
for your party, event or 
venue. 
tomflood@hotmail.com 

4787 5689

CABINETMAKER
• Cupboards
• Shelving
• Furniture
• �Kitchen Updates 

and Robes
Call Jens

0418 993 994

PAINTERS

Carpentry 
- Building

over 30 years 
experience

Local know how - 
working with pride 

and honesty
Paul Skinner

Lic 62898c

0432 216 020
or 4339 2317

MGL 
CARPENTRY

Carpenter & Joiner
40yrs Experience

Decks, Pergolas, Doors, 
Windows etc

Fully Insured - Call Gary
0458 130 829

4341 1346
no labour & materials over $1000

BKW
Electrical Services

Lic No:248126C
Lights - Fans - 
Power - Reno's 
Switchboards -
Security lights

No job too small
Call Ben on

0404 093 299

Same day service 
Guaranteed 

Lighting, Power Points, 
Phone & Data, 
Fault Finding, 

No job too small.
Seniors Discount.

Lic number 265652C

YOUR LOCAL 
ELECTRICIAN 

4308 6771

ALL ELECTRICAL 
AND DATA

RESIDENTIAL AND 
COMMERCIAL

PLUMBING

PLUMBING

MASSAGE

LOCKSMITH

PLASTERING

PHIL BOURKE 
PLASTERING

Over 36 yrs exp

Gyprock, Renovations

Small Jobs, Free Quotes

Reliable Service

0418 452 474
Licence No 2107c

Calming Souls 

Massage

Call Kate
0423 150 561

calmingsoulsmassage@gmail.com

Remedial Massage Therapist
Infant Massage Instructor

Paediatric Massage Consultant

Deliveries & Removals, Local 
Sydney, Newcastle & Country.

Single items or a house full.
Competitive rates.

02 4342 1479
0411 049 559

REMOVALS

Allways Moving 
Removals

House, office units
No job too big or 

too small
Affordable rates

Call for free quote
0497 800 074
0421 084 650

To advertise 
here call 

4325 7369 
This size 

starts from 
$20pw

To advertise 
here call 

4325 7369 
This size 

starts from 
$20pw

Bore Water 
Pumps

Spear pump installations, 
repairs & maintenance for 

all types of pumps
est 1978

John Woolley 
4342 2024

HANDYMAN

OLD MAN EMU 
HANDYMAN 

SERVICES
Covering all your internal and 

external handyman jobs

FREE QUOTES
Pensioner discount

Call David: 0413 396 167

BUCELLO’S 
Painting Services
• �Residential and 

Commercial
• Interior and Exterior
• New Work and Repaints

Free Quotes
All work guaranteed

0410 404 664

Matt Bell’s 
Locksmith 

Service
All lock repairs

Lock installations
24 hour lockout service

Pensioner discount
ML 000103741

Ph: 0404 879 863

Same day service 
Guaranteed 

Blocked drains, Leaking 
taps and toilets, Hot 

water and all aspects 
Of pluming drainage 

and gas fitting.
Lic number 265652C

YOUR LOCAL 
PLUMBER 

4346 4057

PLUMBER
No call out fee

No job too small
40 year’s experience

Fully insured
Lic. L11565

Ph: 0416 875 598

PAINTER
Reliable & Affordable 

Specializing in

PAINTING HOUSES
0466 966 547

JONATHAN POURAU
Lic 217611C

Eyecare 
Tree and Stump 
Grinding Services
Mulching Available

Fully Insured
Call Jamie 

0413 088 128
www.eyecarelawnmowing.com.au 

TREE SERVICES

Tiling Wall & 
Floor Property 
Maintenance
0439 589 426
homes2nv@gmail.com

TILING

www.troubadour.org.au

4342 6716

The 
Troubadour 
Folk and Acoustic 

Music Club

NEW YORK PUBLIC 
LIBRARY AND 

SHAWN LIDSTER
23rd February 

St Lukes Hall
$10,13 and 15
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RUN IT ‘TIL YOU SELL IT

Star House, 120C Erina Street, Gosford NSW
PO Box 1056 Gosford NSW 2250  Phone: 4325 7369  

Email: manager@centralcoastnews.net - Websites: www.centralcoastnewspapers.com

Run it ’til you sell it*
*To run in all three papers and on line for a maximum of 3 months if not sold before

Client Name:

Phone:     Email:         

20 words $22  Photo $5.50 yes   no

| | | | | | | |

| | | | | | | |

| | | | |

Extra words at $1.10 per word

| | | | | | | |

| | | | | | | |

| | | | | | | |

Card:  | | | |   | | | |  | | | |  | | | |

Expiry:  | / | |   

Office use only:
Commence with edition:    End with (if not sold) edition:

Reference Number

Renewing:   yes      no  If yes, new ending edition if not sold

ANTIQUE colonial dining 
chairs set of 3 $270 
Ph: 0410 522 070

BUC430/2

  
ANTIQUE colonial dining 
chairs 2 individual chairs 

$150 each 
Ph: 0410 522 070

BUC430/3

POOL CARTRIDGE filter 
holder

Titan CL 160 $90 
Ph: 0410 522 070

BUC430/5

2005 REGENT LIFESTYLE 
CARAVAN

1 Owner, Island Queen 
Bed, Reg Sept 18, Well 

Presented - $19,000 
Ph: 0403 520 278

GCH447

BEALE PIANOLA STOOL 
AND ROLLS, has just been 
restored, very easy to play, 
can help with some cartage. 

$1,600
Ph: 0438 244 803

MRY184A

MARLIN TWIN HULL 
BOAT, 5.5m 2 x 90hp 

yamaha motors, all safety 
gear, trailer, all in A1 
condition. - $27,500 
Ph: 0438 244 803

MRY184B

2005 HYUNDAI SONATA, 
Auto, Nov 2018 Rego 

302641km

$3000 Ph: 4390 9692
BJO185

TWO FIBREGLASS 
KAYAKS

2.4m Long, 75cm beam, 
with paddles, $300 pair

Ph: 43421896
BST450

4MAGS+TYRES
195/65R14 Came off 
Hyundai Sonata $70

Ph: 4390 2646
STIHL CHAIN SAW 

as new $800
MAKITA RECIPROCAL 

SAW hardly used 
$150 ono

Ph: 0432 204 329
SWH452

SKODA FABIA MONTE 
CARLO

2011. 5-speed manual, 
registered, serviced, white 
body, black top, one owner, 

like new.
$14,000 ono

Ph: 0434 673 622
FFL191

MOBILITY SCOOTER
Very good condition, 

fold up, will fit in car, 
electric, $1250

Ph: 0410 039 086
WCO152

DOUBLE & SINGLE BUNK 
BED, White Steel, Bottom 
Bunk converts to Setee, 

Matress included $75 Ph: 
4342 3650

FHO194

STEEL WORKSHOP 
CABINET

770x1070x550mm, 
Lockable 3 shelves $200

Ph: 0407 279 953
BST194

WESTINGHOUSE 600mm 

Electric Oven, $275 - 5 
Burner Gas Cooktop 
750mm (fits 600mm 

cavity) $275 - Both as new 
condition (3yrs old)
Ph: 0409 649 536

WHE457

SINGLE TEE PEE BED 
white oak paid $400 sell for 

$250 or good offer
Ph: 0424 294 357

GFO154

USED FLOURECENT 
LIGHTS X 26

120cm long, as is, $50
Ph: 4325 7369

LIGHT OAK MEDIAL 
106cm x 62cm x 50cm

Holds Videos/CDs
Cost $600

$250ono Ph: 4358 0264
ALUMINUM BOAT, Sharp 

Nosed Punt, 5.3m
Yamaha 30hp, Aluminum 
Trailer, Radio Sounder, 

Extremely Stable $6,000 
ono

Ph: 4341 9740

CARAVAN MONARCH 
CRUSADER, 1999, Double 
Bed, Club Lounge, Fridge, 
Microwave, Gas, Cooktop, 

Rollout Awning, Annex, 
New Tires, Rims, Rego - 

$14,400
Ph: 0407 213 374

KKI199

PRIDE MOBILITY   
SCOOTER 

with rear bag and mirrors 
$1000, goes well
Ph: 4332 0254

KAYAK DAGGER 3.8M
Polyethylene paddle, PFD 

with gas cylinder, rear 
hatch, adjustable foot rests, 

$400 ono - Arcadin 3.7m 
19.5kg carbon paddle 

polyethylene PFD with gas, 
adjustable foot rests, rear 

hatch - 
$450 ono

Ph: 0414 264 627
WAE201

CARAVAN, WINDSOR 
WINDCHEATER 1996 
Poptop 16 ft L shape: 

Single beds, dinette and 
kitchen - New: Seals, rollout 
awning, tyres and rims - All 
extras included, ready to 

go. 

$14,000 ono
Ph: 4341 6172

RRA201

COACH SCREWS BOX’S
Gal or Zinc 40mm to 90mm, 

all $2 a box, Budgewoi, 
Ph: 0416 444 775

KAYAK 10FT
Sit-In, Life vest, Soft roof 

racks, Paddle orange 
plastic, $200 

Ph: 0421 416 229
MOBILITY SCOOTER

Three wheel as new, never 
used, with extra front foot 
comfort area $3200 ono 

Ph: 4399 3851
ESH161

 

NOBLET THREE PIECE
Leather Lounge and Two 

Chairs
$330 Ph: 43686346

BKR204

PRO-HART ORIGINAL 
20x20 Framed Painting 
‘Fixing the cart’ & 42x42 
Gold frame $3750 ono

Ph: 0414 367 575
VIDEO RECORDER 

Panasonic VHS VWG1A, 
comes with Tripod, Charger 

and Cassettes, $30
Ph: 4341 0698

I WALK ELECTRIC 
TREADMILL

Walking compact exercise 
fitness machine, good 

condition as new used $300
Ph: 4344 6241

SIMPSON MINIMAX DRYER 
Dimplex oil filled heater, 
both working, ring after 

1pm, $30 each. Ph: 0418 
679 964

TWO RAIN WATER TANKS 
3000 litres each, Basix 

plastic green, $200 each.
Ph: 0414 -994 985

REAR SHOCKS SUIT - KN 
LASER

Good condition, $175 pair, 
will deliver 

Ph: 0418 663 255
BREVILLE 7 LITRE SLOW 
COOKER, nescafe dolce 
gusto mini me, $80 each

MOBILITY SCOOTER
$1000, DINING ROOM 
TABLE FOUR CHAIRS 

$40, Ph: 4334 5991

WANTED

PUBLIC NOTICE

Car Boot Sale
Woy Woy Peninsula Lions Club

FEB 24
7am to 1pm

Great variety of stalls ~ 
BBQ, Tea & Coffee. 

Vendors Welcome ~ $15 per car
Now at Dunban Road Car Park

NB stall sites not open until 6.30am 
Cnr. Ocean Beach Road Woy Woy

Always Last Sunday
(no events in December)

Enq: 0478 959 895

CASH PAID
for good quality Swords, Knives 
and War memorabilia. For large 
collections home visit available

Shop 12 - Ebbtide Mall - 155 The Entrance Rd 
The Entrance - 4333 8555

Fill in, cut out and send in to Central Coast Newspapers PO Box 1056 Gosford NSW

POSITIONS VACANT POSITIONS VACANT BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

Experienced
TILERS 
WANTED!

Start 
Immediately
0439 589 426

Programmed Care is 
looking for AIN/PCW/
PCA’s to look after a 
client near Toukley. 

Must have Cert III and 
First Aid cert. 
Call 131 095

GREAT LIFESTYLE 
CASH BUSINESS

WANT TO EARN UP TO 
$1,000/WEEK?

INVESTMENT ONLY 
$25,000

ONLY 2 HOURS/WEEK
WOULD SUIT RETIREE 
OR ANYONE WANTING 

EXTRA CASH

PH: 0447 447 242

THE NSW RFSA 
IS SEEKING TO 
CONTACT MRS 

EDNA McCLURE 
FORMERLY OF  
LONG JETTY. 
COULD YOU 

PLEASE CONTACT 
PATRICIA ON 

4723 3400

Woy Woy Football 
Club is seeking female 
soccer players to fill 
its girls and women’s 
teams for the coming 
season.

“We need girls and 
women of all ages to fill our 
teams,” said club president 
Mr Phil Butler.

“No experience is 
necessary.

“We have training on 
Monday evenings from 
6:30pm at Brisbane Water 
Secondary College, Woy 

Woy.”
SOURCE:

Social media, 4 Feb 2019
Phil Butler, Woy Woy 

Football Club

Female soccer 
players wanted
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APPROX. TIME LAG AFTER FORT DENISON
Ettalong 40 min, Rip Bridge 2hrs - Wisemans Ferry 2 hrs 30 min, Koolewong 2 hrs 10 min 
In view of the variations caused by local conditions and meteorological effects, these 
times are approximate and must be considered as a guide only. They are not to be 
relied on for critical depth calculations for safe navigation. Actual times of High and 

Low Water may occur before or after the times indicated

LAT 33° 51’ S - LONG 151° 14’ E - TIME ZONE - 1000
Times and Heights(m) of high and low waters

Times are in local standard time (UTC +10:00) or daylight savings time (UTC +11:00) when in effect.

0111 1.42
0707 0.63
1313 1.43
1932 0.53
0355 1.49
1028 0.64
1621 1.23
2220 0.60
0030 0.50
0702 1.81
1346 0.31
1945 1.41
0315 0.28
0941 2.04
1614 0.10
2216 1.62
0556 0.33
1210 1.76
1828 0.31

0159 1.43
0802 0.66
1402 1.34
2018 0.57
0500 1.57
1144 0.56
1741 1.25
2328 0.57
0128 0.41
0757 1.93
1438 0.20
2038 1.50
0408 0.26
1030 2.01
1659 0.13
2305 1.65
0043 1.63
0652 0.42
1300 1.58
1912 0.43

0253 1.45
0909 0.67
1505 1.27
2115 0.60
0603 1.69
1250 0.43
1848 1.32

0222 0.33
0849 2.01
1527 0.13
2128 1.57
0501 0.28
1120 1.91
1744 0.20
2354 1.65
0134 1.59
0753 0.51
1353 1.41
1958 0.54
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FORT DENISON
TIDE CHART

Time - Height(m)

Members of Ocean Beach 
Surf Life Saving Club 
competed in the Central 
Coast Junior Surf Life Saving 
Branch Championships 
held at Soldiers Beach on 
February 3.

The championships were 
contested by all 15 surf clubs 
from across the region with Ocean 
Beach ending their campaign in 
overall seventh place.

Highlights for the club included 
the OB Lions and the OB Gulls 

continuing their unbeaten run in the 
Rescue and Resuscitate events.

Chloe Hall and Carlo Baric both 
made the finals of the Under-8’s 
Flags.

Not to be outdone, Tully 
Sheumack and Matilda Law both 
made the finals in the Sprint and 
Matilda Glendining and Ashlynn 
Deriviere did well in the Wading 
Race without progressing to the 
latter rounds.

In the Under-9’s Jonty Beaton 
got the team off to a great start on 
the Sprint with a third place, and 

Jessica Majsak coming away with 
a silver in the Flags.

The Under-12’s age group 
had some great individual 
performances from Harry Beaton 
who won the 1km Beach Run, 
Will Connors who came second in 
the Beach Sprint, Olivia Edwards 
third in the Surf Race and Jacob 
Falconer second in the Surf Race, 
third in the Ironman and third in the 
Board Race.

Another standout performance 
for Ocean Beach came from 
Mercedes Newton, who won the 
illustrious Under 14’s Signals 
contest and backed it up with a 
bronze medal in the Beach Flags. 
“It was in the team events where 
our competitors had the best of 
it, winning the Male Beach Relay, 
coming second in the surf team’s 
race and third the Mixed Relay” 
said the club’s director of surf 
sports, Mr Shane Oakes.

SOURCE:
Media release, 5 Feb 2019
Nigel Fitzgibbons, Ocean 

Beach SLSC

Ocean Beach finishes seventh 
in junior championships

The Under 12's Beach Relay Team

Umina surf sport athlete 
Jemma Smith has returned 
from the 2019 Surf Lifesaving 
Interstate Championships 
with a winner’s title for a 
second year in a row.

Jemma was a part of the NSW 
team that successfully toppled 
their rivals Queensland to retain 
the Interstate Crown.

NSW put on a dominating 
performance at Sydney’s Newport 
Beach where the titles were held, 
streaking home in undisputed 

winners with a final point score of 
289, well above Queensland’s 259 
and third-placed WA’s 168.

“It’s always exciting to be able 
to come down to the Interstate 
Championships as it’s a great 
indication to see how you are faring 
against some of the best athletes 
in the country,” said Jemma.

“To me it’s a huge honour to 
represent NSW.”

SOURCE:
Media release, 25 Jan 2019

Liam Howitt, SLS NSW

Jemma was 
part of successful 

NSW team

Jemma Smith
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Junior 
lifesaver 

of the 
year

An Umina Surf Life Saving 
Club member has been 
named the 2018-19 Female 
Junior Lifesaver of the Year.

Umina’s Ebony Rayner won 
the award during a ceremony 
conducted by Surf Life Saving 
Central Coast on February 3.

The Male Junior Lifesaver of 
the Year was Jayden Redfern of 
Terrigal.

SOURCE:
Social media, 3 Feb 2019

Stuart Harvey, Central Coast SLSC
Ebony Rayner

Ettalong Memorial Bowling 
Club has been confirmed 
as the venue for the 2019 
Australian Sides Bowls 
Championships.

The Championships, which 
are sponsored by Central Coast 
Council, will see 192 of the sport’s 
premier players from across all 
states and territories compete for 
the men’s coveted Alley Shield, 
women’s acclaimed Marj Morris 
Trophy, and the revered Overall 
Champions Trophy, from April 11 
to 14.

The event, which boasts a 
history dating back 60 years, sees 
each state and territory field three 
rinks of four men, and three rinks of 
four women, and was last staged 
in NSW in 2011 at Nelson Bay.

Ettalong is among only a 
handful of NSW clubs that boast 
the four grass greens required to 
stage the national titles.

Mayor Cr Jane Smith welcomed 
the announcement and said the 
event would be a coup for the 
Peninsula.

“We’re very pleased to welcome 
Australia’s premier bowls players 
to the Central Coast,” Cr Smith 
said.

“The Central Coast has a very 
active bowls community with many 
great bowls venues.

“Bowls Australia’s decision to 
hold the national titles here is a 
nod to the contribution our local 
players make to this popular sport.

“I’m proud Council’s Grants and 
Sponsorship Program has been 
able to support this event,” she 
said.

Bowls Australia chief executive 
Mr Neil Dalrymple said the club 
and region were a perfect fit to hold 
the national title.

“Ettalong and the Central Coast 
region are particularly well placed 
to host the coveted Australian 
Sides Championships, coming up 
in a few short months, which is a 
fantastic showcase of the sport of 
bowls,” Mr Dalrymple said.

SOURCE:
Media release, 6 Feb 2019

Aidan Davis, Bowls Australia

Ettalong confirmed 
for national bowls 

championships

Mayor Cr Jane Smith with Ettalong Memorial Bowling Club chief Mr Tim McGavin

The Peninsula’s Australian 
Football League club is now 
recruiting local players for 
its 2019 season.

“Registration is now open for 
the Woy Woy Peninsula Swans 
Junior AFL,” said club registrar Ms 
Sandy Masden.

“We believe AFL is a great 
way to make friends, foster 
sportsmanship and be part of a 
great club and sports community.”

All children aged from five to 17 
were welcome, she said.

The Swans are recruiting for 

their Auskick league (ages 5-7 
non-contact league), Junior AFL 
(ages 8 to 10 limited contact), 
Youth Girls League (ages 11 to 
13 limited contact) and the Youth 
Boys League (ages 12 to 16 full 
contact).

The club trains on a Wednesday 
and plays on a Sunday.

Anyone interested in trying out 
AFL with the Swans should either 
phone 0433 784 711 or email 
psjafl@gmail.com

SOURCE:
Media release, 7 Feb 2019

Cherie Catley, Peninsula Swans

Swans recruit new 
AFL players



UMINA BEACH 315 West St, Umina Beach, NSW 2257

Ph: 4341 1488 
Mon - Fri:  8:30am - 5:30pm

Saturday:  8:30am - 3pm
Sunday & Public Holidays:  9am - 3pm

On sale until 04/09/2017 or until sold out. % off is on everyday store prices and may vary at each store and online. †RRP – the save prices listed are calculated from supplier RRP at time of preparation. YouSave Chemist may 
not have previously sold the product at the RPP due to our discount policy. * We reserve the right to limit quantities, and correct pricing and print errors. Ask our Pharmacist or healthcare professional whether this preparation is 
suitable for your condition. Always read the label and use as directed, if symptoms persist see your health care professional. Incorrect use could be harmful. Vitamin supplements are not a substitute for good nutrition or balanced 
diet. Weight loss products are only beneficial when taken in conjunction with sensible lifestyle factors. ^ Breastfeeding is best for babies. Please consult your health care professional for advice before using this product.

Catalogue Out NowAUGUST

*While stock lasts

$18 99
ea

SAVE $6.71 
OFF RRP †

Bonus lip balm with the purchase of 

any Ego QV cream 500g

$7 99
ea

SAVE $4.96 
OFF RRP †

$7 99
ea

SAVE $4.96 
OFF RRP †

 Selected 
products

on sale in-store

*While stock lasts

Cetaphil Gentle Skin Cleanser 1 ltr +
Moisturising Cream 100g*

 Selected 
products

on sale in-store

UP TO  

30% 
OFF

RRP †

Palmolive Soap Bar 90g x 4 pack* Palmolive Hand Wash 250ml  *

30% OFF RRP †

Palmolive selected products on sale in store*

$1 89
ea

SAVE 90¢ 
OFF RRP †

$2 29
ea

SAVE $1 
OFF RRP †

Palmolive Naturals 350ml*

$3 49
ea

SAVE $1.50 
OFF RRP †

 Entire 
Range

on sale in-store

Vaseline Body Lotion 750ml*

40% 
OFF

RRP †

Oblepikha Siberica Skin and Hair Care*

$10 79
ea

SAVE $7.20
OFF RRP †

 Entire 
Range

on sale in-store

$7 79
ea

SAVE $5.20 
OFF RRP †

Bio-Oil 60ml and 200ml*

$24 99
ea

SAVE $9.96 
OFF RRP †

$11 99
ea

SAVE $2.96 
OFF RRP †

Aveeno Body Lotion 350ml and 354ml* Ego QV Cream Pump and Tub 500g*

$14 49
ea

SAVE $4.86 
OFF RRP †

$9 09
ea

SAVE $3.90 
OFF RRP †

JOIN US ON

HURRY! Promotion starts on 11th December 2018 and ends on 1st January 2019.www.yousavechemist.com.au

AVALON BEACH Ph 9973 1277  CROWS NEST Ph 9439 7333  MOSMAN Ph 9969 4995 
UMINA BEACH Ph 4341 1488  WYNYARD Ph 9299 2858

*Always read the label. Use only as directed. Incorrect use can be harmful. If symptoms persist see your healthcare professional. Pharmacist only 
medicine – requires pharmacist advice on the safe use. Breastfeeding is best for babies. Vitamin supplements are not a substitute for good nutrition 
or balanced diet and may only be of assistance if dietary intake is inadequate. Weight loss products are only beneficial when taken in conjunction 
with sensible lifestyle factors. No rainchecks. Free Gifts are subject to availability and while stocks last. Free gift is an in-store promotion only and 
not available online. †RRP – the save prices listed and % off are calculated from supplier RRP at time of preparation. We reserve the right to correct 
pricing and printing errors. YouSave Chemist may not have previously sold the product at the RRP due to our discount policy. Other savings shown 
are from our everyday low prices. Limit quantities apply. PROMOTIONAL PERIOD STARTS ON 11/12/2018 AND FINISHES 1/1/2019. YS122018C.

HYDRALYTE Effervescent 
Apple Blackcurrant, 
Orange, Strawberry Kiwi 
and Lemon Lime 20 Tablets*

35% 
OFF

RRP †

be rewarded!

JOIN TODAY!
Join the YouSave rewards program and 

start earning rewards points immediately.

Ask for your FREE YouSave Chemist rewards card today!

EGO QV 1L/1kg Range, Excludes Intensive*

$17 99
ea

SAVE $1 
OFF RRP †

$999
ea

SAVE $6.20 
OFF RRP †

NIVEA Light Feel Sun Lotion SPF 30+ 100mL, Ultra Sport 
Sunscreen Spray SPF 50+ 300mL*

$649
ea

SAVE $4.50 
OFF RRP †

$1249
ea

SAVE $8.50 
OFF RRP †

40% 
OFF

RRP †

FROM $8.99

EGO Sunsense Range*

AVALON BEACH  |  CROWS NEST  |  MOSMAN  |  UMINA BEACH  |  WYNYARD

YOUSAVECHEMIST.COM.AU

*Always read the label. Use only as directed. Incorrect use can be harmful. If symptoms persist see your healthcare professional. Pharmacist only medicine – requires pharmacist advice on the safe use. 
Breastfeeding is best for babies. Vitamin supplements are not a substitute for good nutrition or balanced diet and may only be of assistance if dietary intake is inadequate. Weight loss products are only 
beneficial when taken in conjunction with sensible lifestyle factors. No rainchecks. Free Gifts are subject to availability and while stocks last. Free gift is an in-store promotion only and not available online. †RRP 
– the save prices listed and % off are calculated from supplier RRP at time of preparation. We reserve the right to correct pricing and printing errors. YouSave Chemist may not have previously sold the product 
at the RRP due to our discount policy. Other savings shown are from our everyday low prices. Limit quantities apply. PROMOTIONAL PERIOD STARTS ON 5/2/2019 AND FINISHES 4/3/2019. YS022019C.

7

Low prices

Great advice!
&

$$$16 99
ea

SAVE $5 
OFF RRP †

$9 99
ea

SAVE $1.51 
OFF RRP †

CENTRUM Advance for Adults and Advance 50+ 100 Tablets*

URAL Effervescent Powder 28 x 4g Sachets*

COLGATE Cavity Protection 120g, Triple Action 110g Toothpaste and Twister Toothbrush Medium*

45% 
OFF

RRP †

50% 
OFF

RRP †

$149
ea

SAVE $1.30 
OFF RRP †

$149
ea

SAVE $1.50 
OFF RRP †

BIO-OIL Specialist Skincare Oil 200mL, 125mL and 60mL*

$24 99
ea

SAVE $9.96 
OFF RRP †

$10 99
ea

SAVE $3.96 
OFF RRP †

$18 99
ea

SAVE $5.96 
OFF RRP †

AVALON BEACH  |  CROWS NEST  |  MOSMAN  |  UMINA BEACH  |  WYNYARD

YOUSAVECHEMIST.COM.AU

*Always read the label. Use only as directed. Incorrect use can be harmful. If symptoms persist see your healthcare professional. Pharmacist only medicine – requires pharmacist advice on the safe use. 
Breastfeeding is best for babies. Vitamin supplements are not a substitute for good nutrition or balanced diet and may only be of assistance if dietary intake is inadequate. Weight loss products are only 
beneficial when taken in conjunction with sensible lifestyle factors. No rainchecks. Free Gifts are subject to availability and while stocks last. Free gift is an in-store promotion only and not available online. †RRP 
– the save prices listed and % off are calculated from supplier RRP at time of preparation. We reserve the right to correct pricing and printing errors. YouSave Chemist may not have previously sold the product 
at the RRP due to our discount policy. Other savings shown are from our everyday low prices. Limit quantities apply. PROMOTIONAL PERIOD STARTS ON 2/1/2019 AND FINISHES 4/2/2019. YS012019C.

6

be rewarded!

JOIN TODAY!
Join the YouSave rewards program and 

start earning rewards points immediately.

Ask for your FREE YouSave Chemist rewards card today!

$7 99
ea

SAVE 20% 
OFF RRP †

PANADOL Rapid 500mg 40 Caplets*

Pharmacy Strength

VOLTAREN Rapid 25mg 30 Tablets*

$12 49
ea

SAVE 20% 
OFF RRP †

Pharmacy Strength

$5 99
ea

SAVE $4 
OFF RRP †

PALMOLIVE Rich Moisture Shower Milk 1L*

40% OFFRRP †

PANADOL Extra 500mg 40 Caplets*

$9 49
ea

SAVE 20% 
OFF RRP †

Pharmacy Strength

AVALON BEACH  |  CROWS NEST  |  MOSMAN  |  UMINA BEACH  |  WYNYARD

YOUSAVECHEMIST.COM.AU

*Always read the label. Use only as directed. Incorrect use can be harmful. If symptoms persist see your healthcare professional. Pharmacist only medicine – requires pharmacist advice on the safe use. 
Breastfeeding is best for babies. Vitamin supplements are not a substitute for good nutrition or balanced diet and may only be of assistance if dietary intake is inadequate. Weight loss products are only 
beneficial when taken in conjunction with sensible lifestyle factors. No rainchecks. Free Gifts are subject to availability and while stocks last. Free gift is an in-store promotion only and not available online. †RRP 
– the save prices listed and % off are calculated from supplier RRP at time of preparation. We reserve the right to correct pricing and printing errors. YouSave Chemist may not have previously sold the product 
at the RRP due to our discount policy. Other savings shown are from our everyday low prices. Limit quantities apply. PROMOTIONAL PERIOD STARTS ON 2/1/2019 AND FINISHES 4/2/2019. YS012019C.
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