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Deputy mayor Cr Chris 
Holstein is planning to 
have Central Coast Council 
support the resumption of 
work to replace the Rawson 
Rd level crossing.

Cr Holstein said he had 
submitted a notice of motion 
about the replacement of the level 
crossing which he expected would 
be debated at a February council 
meeting.

Cr Holstein said he would 
be calling on council to make 
representations to the NSW 
Premier, relevant Ministers and to 
Mr Scot MacDonald, Parliamentary 
Secretary for the Central Coast.

“The works are imperative,” Cr 
Holstein said.

“I believe the rationale and 
reasons for discontinuing it were 
not substantiated enough and 
were not valid,” he said.

The former Gosford Council, 
according to Cr Holstein, “went 
and did a gold ribbon solution on 
the pedestrian underpass, the road 
underpass works commenced and 
then the Government came back 
and said it was cost-prohibitive.

“I have an understanding of why 
the project was canned or put to the 
side and it was around dollars, but 
the option they were considering 
was farcical and not justifi able and 
about removing the project from 
the agenda,” Cr Holstein said.

“Their reason for pulling out of 
it was that it was going to be too 
cost-prohibitive but it wasn’t cost-
prohibitive until they came up with 
the railway’s solution.

“I think that was an excuse: They 
found the most costly solution and 
that sent the project away.

“At no stage beforehand had 
cost been an issue.

“Railways said what their 
requirements to construct the 
underpass would be and they were 
unrealistic conditions because 
they would not be prepared to see 
any closures of the line.

“They actually wanted to put 
bypass rails on either side of 
the underpass so the line could 
continue to operate while the 
underpass was constructed 
and that would be a physical 
impossibility.”

Cr Holstein said he did not 
believe money already spent on 
roadworks at Bulls Hill was wasted.

“There is still a defi nite need 
to have safer access, a formal 
secondary access to the Peninsula.

“We have seen it with what 
happened the other morning when 
we had a burst water main on 
Brisbane Water Dve.

“We have seen that with 
bushfi res. We have seen that with 
road accidents.”

Cr Holstein said his motion 
would include council writing to 
the leader of the NSW Opposition 
seeking his support if Labor won 
government in March 2019.

“The reality is we have had 
incidents at that crossing.

“It is not safe.
“We need a more effective and 

faster rail service and you are not 
going to get that if you still have 
level crossings.

“Movement of traffi c on the 
Peninsula from north to south is a 
further consideration.

“The benefi ts of a Rawson 
Rd underpass go beyond the 
electorate of Gosford.

“It would greatly benefi t the 
people who come from the Terrigal 
electorate via Maitland Bay Dve to 
use the M1,” Cr Holstein said.

Member for Gosford, Ms Liesl 
Tesch, has vowed to continue to 
fi ght for the Rawson Road Level 
Crossing Replacement Project, a 
NSW Government project, which 
was due for completion in 2018.

Ms Tesch said the current NSW 

Government would be bringing 
down its fi nal budget before the 
March 2019 election in June.

She said she would be 
reminding the Government in the 
months prior to the budget that the 
Peninsula community “still wants 
a solution to the replacement of 
the dangerous Rawson Rd level 
crossing”.

“Labor has agreed that, if 
elected in March 2019, we will 
replace the level crossing and I 
am now talking to engineers about 
alternative proposals that will cost 
less than the $110 million that was 
this Government’s last estimate,” 
Ms Tesch said.

According to documents 
obtained by the Shadow Minister 
for the Central Coast, Mr 
David Harris, using the state’s 
Government Information Public 
Access law, by October 20, 2016, 
the NSW Government had paid 
Gosford and Central Coast Council 
$15.2 million.

Of that, $4.1 million had been 
spent on project management 
and consultancy fees, $5.8 million 
on the pedestrian underpass and 
adjacent road and footpath work 
and $5.3 million on preparatory 
works and road construction at the 
base of Bull’s Hill.

Funds were allocated up 
until June 2016 but the NSW 
Government appeared to get cold 
feet about the project much earlier 

even though they kept paying 
Council’s bills for work completed.

Payment claims had been 
submitted monthly by the Council 
and paid regularly by the NSW 
Government.

In February 2014, internal 
correspondence between offi cers 
of Gosford Council indicated a 
program for the replacement of the 
level crossing.

Construction of the rail 
underpass was to commence 
in December 2014 and was 
estimated to take 18 months with 
completion slated for mid-2016.

The former Council believed the 
level crossing would be closed in 
July 2017.

Its breakdown of stages and 
budgets estimated the total project 
would cost $92 million but those 
plans never came to fruition.

Although a great deal of the 
information in the GiPA documents 
has been blacked out, cost 
blow-outs and a communication 
breakdown between Council and 
NSW Transport appeared to start 
in 2014.

In October 2014, NSW Roads 
and Maritime Services disputed 
Council’s $92 million estimate and 
claimed the total cost of the project 
would be $130 million.

A project control group was 
appointed in late 2014 and it was 
at that time that Council received 
a directive stating that, “effective 

immediately”, all rail bridges within 
the rail corridor would be managed 
by Transport for NSW and that all 
road bridges over rail infrastructure 
would be managed by Roads and 
Maritime Services.

As a result control of the project 
was moved from Gosford Council 
to Transport for NSW.

Road works adjoining the 
proposed rail bridge at Bulls Hill 
were well under construction by 
February 2015, according to the 
correspondence.

Project timelines continued to 
blow out due to Transport for NSW 
reviewing all plans and decisions.

“Nearly four months has passed 
and I am now being advised that 
the plans will have to be reviewed 
by TPD,” said one email from Mr 
Scott Burton, of Gosford Council.

“Historically, reviews undertaken 
by TPD take a considerable period 
of time. 

“Combined with the fact that 
road works on site will now 
need to stop due to this delay, 
this places this project in a very 
diffi cult position of delivery within 
the State Government’s expected 
timeframe.”

In March 2015, according to 
the documents, a Brisbane based 
consultant produced an options 
estimate report for Transport 
for NSW on the project that 
incorporated the Woy Woy rail 
underbridge, Shoalhaven Dve 
underbridge upgrade and removal 
of Rawson Rd level crossing.

Six alternate designs were 
considered but the estimated cost 
information and risk analysis was 
completely deleted from the GiPA 
documents.

Gosford Council representatives 
were not included in meetings to 
discuss the various options with 
NSW Government representatives.

A fi nal business case assurance 
review report was then prepared 
by Transport for NSW in June 2015 
but its contents was completed 
redacted from the GiPA document.
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Holstein moves to revive 
Rawson Rd level crossing work

Traffi c waiting to cross the rail line and, inset, NSW Government’s promise of 2018 completion
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Ettalong Diggers and 
Peninsula News would like 
to offer three readers the 
chance to win a double pass 
to Gina Jeffrey’s live show 
at The Diggers on March 10.

Gina Jeffreys has celebrated 
26 years since winning the Toyota 
Star Maker Quest, marking the 
start of a remarkable career 
that’s not only taken Gina to the 
top of the country music industry.

After releasing her fi rst single 
Slipping Away through BMG 
Music, Gina signed a record deal 
with ABC Music, and released 
her fi rst single for the label Two 
Stars Fell in 1993.

The song went straight to No.1 

and the career of Gina Jeffreys 
was launched.

Her debut album The Flame 
went platinum, and the following 
January Gina won her fi rst Golden 
Guitar for Female Vocalist of the 
Year.

She has released seven 
albums, each one rocketing to 
the top of the Country charts, 
and along the way gathered an 
impressive collection of awards.
Gina has been one of the most in-
demand performers in Australia.

For your chance to win one 
of the three double passes write 
your full name, address and 
daytime phone number on the 
back of an envelope and mail it 
to Peninsula News Gina Jeffreys 

Competition, PO Box 1056, 
Gosford, NSW, 2250.

Entries close at 5pm on 
Thursday, February 8.

The winners of the Peninsula 
News New Australia Day 
Competition were Pat Kelly of 
Woy Woy and Anne Mangan of 
Woy Woy.
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Councillor Greg 
Best, with the 

support of Clrs Bruce 
McLachlan and Jilly 
Pilon, planned to 
overturn the 
resolution made by 
Council at its 
November meeting, 
to suspend works 
and stop further 
development at the 
Central Coast 
Airport.

The three Councillors 
lodged a Rescission 
Motion, in an attempt to 
reverse a motion put by 
Clr Doug Vincent and 
adopted by Central Coast 
Council, at its ordinary 
meeting in Wyong, on 
November 27.

The Rescission Motion 
was to be debated at 
the fi nal ordinary Council 
meeting for 2017, in the 
Gosford Chamber on 
Monday, December 18.

Rather than debate a 
recommendation from 
staff, that would have 
resulted in the public 
exhibition of a draft 
Central Coast Aviation 
Hub Concept Plan and 
supporting documents, 
Clr Vincent put an 
alternative motion.

As a result, Council 
resolved to fully support 
the Warnervale Airport 
Restrictions Act (WAR 
Act) (1996).

The adopted motion 
also resolved that Council 
would not approve any 
development at the 
Warnervale Airport which 
is not consistent with 
the WAR Act (1996), and 
that Council would not 
immediately extend or 

remove the current 1,196 
metre runway.

The Council also 
resolved not to alter the 
position, length, width, 
thickness or strength 
of the current runway, 
and immediately to 
suspend all works, 
land acquisitions and 
expenditure on the 
Central Coast Airport, 
except where those 
works are required by 
law, or the suspension 
of those works would 
put Council in breach 
of existing contractual 
obligations and/or 
expose Council to claims 
for damages or variation 
under any such contract.

Council also voted 
on November 27 to 
reallocate the budget for 
the Airport of $6 million to 
employment generating 
projects across the 
former Wyong Shire, with 
staff to prepare a strategy 
and report to Council by 
the February 12, 2018, 

meeting for approval of 
the strategy.

Council also resolved 
to maintain the current 
site zoning, unaltered, 
and not approve rezoning 
to SP2.

The resolution was also 
intended to permanently 
protect all of the Porters 
Creek Wetland, owned 
by Council, and south 
of the current runway, 
from development for 
biodiversity, emergency 
drinking water supply and 
protection of the water 
quality into the Tuggerah 
Lakes Estuary.

At the December 
18 meeting, Clr Best 
planned to move that 
the resolution carried 
at the previous ordinary 
meeting be rescinded.

Should the rescission 
motion have been carried, 
Clrs Best, McLachlan 
and Pilon then intended 
to move a motion “that 
Council recognises its 

fundamental obligation 
to consult with its 
community and that this 
corner stone of good 
governance is enshrined 
in regulation.”

Clr Best’s motion also 
called upon his fellow 
Councillors to note that 
community consultation 
had been a principle 
that was of signifi cant 
community interest and a 
key contributor in the lead 
up to the 2017 Council 
elections.

Clr Best was on the 
former Wyong Council, 
which held the majority 
of its discussions about 
its future plans for the 
airport in confi dential 
sessions, and did not 
release key documents 
into the public domain.

Clr Best’s motion called 
for the new Central Coast 
Council to “recognise 
that the new Central 
Coast Airport is of 
regional signifi cance and 
is now an infrastructure 

asset servicing some 
350,000 coast residents 
and that, it is with 
this understanding, 
that Council now 
engages formally with 
its community for the 
fi rst time on this issue 
through an independently 
conducted, statistically 
valid, survey seeking 
direction and better 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
on community 
expectations.”

If Clr Best’s motion 
was adopted, prior to 
conducting any such 
consultation process, 
all survey questions 
would be the subject of 
a full Council briefi ng 
with selected survey 
specialists.

Subject to the 
independent survey 
results, Council would 
formally reconsider its 
position with a view to 
exhibiting the current 
Central Coast draft airport 
masterplan, or move for 

a total cessation of all 
uncontracted activities/
obligations at the airport.

Prior to the meeting, 
Clr Kyle MacGregor 
said: “I think the motion 
at the last meeting was 
pretty unequivocal and 
well in line with what has 
been happening, and I 
think the original motion 
should stand and not be 
rescinded.”

He said he believed 
Council needed to 
release the 2013 report 
that “talked about the 
industrial use of the land” 
which has never been 
made public.

“I’d say that the best 
thing to do is to have 
things out in the open 
and made public, and if 
someone is not adhering 
to that, you have to 
consider why and what 
is their motivation,” Clr 
MacGregor said of the 
secrecy with which the 
former Wyong Council 
had made decisions 
about the airport.

“The airport was one 
of the fi rst things that 
people in the area raised 
with me, well before the 
election, and people 
were not in favour of it,” 
he said.

“As I said at the last 
meeting, the only real 
support for the airport 
seems to be coming 
from inside the [Council] 
building.

Source:
Agenda item 8.1, Dec 18

Central Coast Council 
ordinary meeting
Interview, Dec 15

Kyle MacGregor, Central 
Coast Council

Interview, Dec 12
Greg Best, Central Coast 

Council
Jackie Pearson, journalist

Councillors want to consult with the 
community over the airport

Three Councillors called for the decision to stop work on the airport expansion to be reversed

THIS ISSUE contains 56 articles - Read more news items for this issue at www.peninsulanews.info

15 January 2018  Edition 436

Offi ce: 120c Erina Street, Gosford
Phone: 4325 7369
Mail: PO Box 1056, Gosford 2250
E-mail: editorial@centralcoastnews.net
Website: www.centralcoastnews.net

Free
Take one!

Trackwork, hot weather, 
driver shortages and a new 
train timetable with no room 
for fl exibility combined 
to cause rail chaos and 
confusion for Woy Woy 
commuters on January 8 
and 9, according to NSW 
Opposition Central Coast 
spokesman Mr David Harris.

Peninsula commuters were 
given advanced notice that buses 
would replace trains during off-
peak periods between Berowra 
and Hornsby to accommodate 
track work.

This combined with a series 
of unexpected system problems, 
including the weather and staff 
absences, resulted in a meltdown 
that saw signifi cant delays and 
cancellations, according to Mr 
Harris.

“I had people contacting me 
on social media who were due to 
catch their normal train home from 
work at 5:30pm who didn’t get 
home until after 9pm,” he said.

He said Opal data revealed 
that the majority of the Coast’s 
commuters started and ended 
their daily journeys from Woy Woy 
station.

The Labor Opposition 
foreshadowed the impact the 
timetable would have on the 
train network when it obtained 
a Transport memo warning of 
massive delays in the wake of a 

major incident, Mr Harris said.
“We warned the government 

that this new timetable would 
be a disaster for Central Coast 
commuters and the Minister 
laughed it off,” he said.

“Our commuters have some 
of the longest travel times on the 
network and it is unacceptable that 
their service has declined and their 
needs are being ignored.

“It took some people more than 
twice the travel time to get home 
and they should be refunded to 
acknowledge the inconvenience 
caused by the government’s lack 
of foresight and proper resourcing 
of the network.”

According to Mr Harris, the 
suspension of services between 
Berowra and Hornsby meant that 
“when they got into strife they 
couldn’t use any trains coming 
from the Coast or Newcastle 
because they were all terminating 
at Berowra.

“They have also sectionalised 
the network and drivers are now 
only qualifi ed to drive on certain 
lines so drivers couldn’t be used 
to add capacity to the system and 
vacant positions have not been 
fi lled.”

Mr Harris said it was fortunate 
the problems occurred before the 
commencement of the school year 
but the problems could happen 
again.

“If it had happened when school 
went back it would have been a 

huge disaster.
“The leaked memo told the 

government its new timetable 
would put the system at saturation 
and if there was an incident it would 
tip the whole system over because 
there was no spare capacity.

“We pursued this issue in the 
last week of parliament last year 
and the Minister laughed at us but 
all the drivers were saying there 
was no spare capacity.

“If they lose one or two services 
or lines then everything crashes 
and so there is no guarantee it 
won’t happen again.”

NSW Opposition Leader Mr 
Luke Foley demanded refunds 
for affected commuters and the 
suspension of the new timetable.

Mr Foley said the Premier 
and her Transport Minister must 
accept that a lack of resources, 
particularly drivers, was the root of 
the problem.

He said that the new timetable 
should be suspended until more 
drivers and trains could deliver it.

SOURCES:
Media release, 10 Jan 2018

Luke Foley, NSW Opposition Leader
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Factors combined 
for rail chaos

BlueWave Living’s oldest 
resident, Ms Molly Bonamy, 
celebrated her 105th birthday 
on January 2.

Molly was born Jean Mary 
Sailer on January 2, 1913, at a 
home in Summer Hill, Sydney.

Her father thought Jean was too 
grown up a name for a little baby 
and she has been known as Molly 
ever since.

Ms Bonamy’s father died 
when she was four years old and 
she grew up with her mother, 
grandparents and brother Geoff in 
Summer Hill.

She attended Summer Hill 
School and later the domestic 
science school and left for 
secretarial college at age 15.

Eventually she became a 
shorthand teacher at the same 
college, leaving some years later 
to pursue a career as a legal 
secretary.

As a young girl, she enjoyed 
movies, ballroom dancing and 
singing and was an accomplished 
soprano and soloist in her local 
Congregational church choir.

Ms Bonamy also enjoyed 
amateur dramatics.

At 28, she married Mr Geoff 
Bonamy, a young solicitor whose 
family had been friends of her 
family for many years.

They moved to Ashfi eld where 
they raised their daughter.

She was able to help him in his 
legal practice.

During World War I, Ms Bonamy 
worked part time as the secretary 
to a major based in Sydney and 
also made camoufl age nets for the 
army.

Ms Bonamy was always 
involved in secretarial work for 
charity, both for the church and the 
Scottish Hospital in Paddington as 
well as several other organisations.

Ms Bonamy, her husband and 
daughter moved to Dover Heights, 
Sydney, in 1960 to be closer to 
relatives and they became involved 
in the local church at Vaucluse.

After her husband’s death in 
1978, Ms Bonamy remained in 
Dover Heights until 1999, when 
she moved to Umina to be close to 
her daughter and grandson.

At the age of 101, she moved to 
Blue Wave Living in Woy Woy.

Ms Bonamy has a daughter, 
Sue, a grandson, Geoff, and two 
great granddaughters, Sophie and 
Abigail.

She said it was a cause of 
constant amazement to her that 
she has lived to the age of 105 
years.

When asked the secret of her 
long life, she always says she 
doesn’t really know.

SOURCE:
Media release, 22 Dec 2017

Kylie Scott, BlueWave Living

Molly celebrates 
105th birthday

Ms Molly Bonamy is celebrating her 105th birthday this January
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Liquor and Gaming NSW 
has undertaken to review 
any potential undisclosed 
fi nancial interests in relation 
to the Woy Woy Sporties 
Bowling Club.

The government agency has 
issued a statement following 
reports in the previous edition of 
Peninsula News that Sporties had 
advertised through Clubs NSW for 
expressions of interest from other 
registered clubs to explore an 
amalgamation or merger.

The call for mergers was made 
days after the Sporties’ annual 
general meeting which saw 
landlord Mr Tony Altavilla elected 
to the club’s board of directors.

“A landlord can also be a director 
of a club if this is disclosed in the 
club’s annual report,” a statement 
from Liquor and Gaming said.

“Under registered clubs 
legislation, directors must declare 
any interest in any contract and 
would need to abstain from 
discussions on the matter,” the 
statement said.

“The board of a club is permitted 
to approach the market regarding 
any potential amalgamation.

“Any such proposal would need 
approval of members in order to 
proceed.

“Liquor and Gaming NSW 
is reviewing any potential 
undisclosed fi nancial interests in 
relation to the Woy Woy Sporties,” 

it said.
The $30 million development 

application lodged on October 16 
by Woy Woy Holdings Pty Ltd to 
redevelop the Sporties site has 
prompted over 80 submissions 
from community members to 
Central Coast Council.

In a written statement, Clubs 
NSW told Peninsula News: 
“ClubsNSW encourages its 
member clubs to consider 
amalgamations when it is in their 
best interests to do so.

“In many cases, particularly 
when a club has experienced 
a sustained period of fi nancial 
diffi culty, amalgamation represents 
the best way to ensure the long-
term viability of the club.

“Dozens of clubs issue an 
expressions of interest for an 
amalgamation each year, but 
amalgamations do not eventuate 
in every case.

“First, an amalgamation partner 
must be found and then the 
members of both clubs must vote 
in favour of any amalgamation 
proposal.

“If the membership of either club 
feels the proposal is not in the best 
interests of their club, they can 
vote it down,” the statement said.

SOURCES:
Media statement, 11 Dec 2017

Eric Aubert, Liquor, Gaming 
and Racing NSW

Media statement, 20 Dec 2017
Darren Flynn, Clubs NSW

The Save Woy Woy 
Waterfront group has called 
on Central Coast Council to 
oppose the redevelopment of 
Sporties at Woy Woy.

It has asked the council to make 
a submission to the Joint Regional 
Planning Panel against the current 
proposal for land at the corner of 
Brick Wharf Rd and North Burge 
Rd, Woy Woy.

Mr Ross McMurtrie of Woy Woy 
told a Council-organised residents’ 
forum that the group was “very 
well represented” and pointed 
to members in the public gallery 
holding Save Woy Woy Waterfront 
signs.

He said the site was in 
“Woy Woy’s prominent premier 
recreational space next to the 
waterfront, a recently refurbished 
children’s playground, a dragon 
boat club, Sea Scouts hall and 
fi shing club.

“My family has been living in 
one of the foreshore cottages for 
the past 40 years,” he said.

Mr McMurtrie said the proposal 
to include an “indoor fi shing 
club” as part of the three-building 

proposal for the site was “obviously 
inadequate and many of the fi shing 
people are very unhappy about it”.

The views of the community 
had been summed up by the 
84 submissions which could be 
seen on the Council website, he 
said, and offered a summary of 
the salient points made in those 
submissions.

He said there was “no 
mechanism to ensure the 
supposed senior living quarters will 
be occupied by seniors”.

“They could all be rented out on 
Airbnb.”

“The top issue raised with the 
most objections was the issue of 
fl ooding,” he said.

He urged councillors to visit the 
site at high tide between January 
2 and 5 when king tides were 
expected “and see what a high tide 
is like down there”.

Privacy, parking and the 
community’s loss of a competitive 
bowling club were other issues 
raised in objections that had been 
registered with council, he said.

Mr McMurtrie called for the 
elected Central Coast Council to 

form a position on the development 
and make a submission to the 
planning panel.

He also asked that Council 
adopt uniform building height and 
fl oor space ratio standards for all 
RE2 zoned lands across the whole 
Central Coast area.

“Under the Gosford Local 
Environmental Plan, all RE1 and 
RE2 land has no maximum height 
level, whereas every RE1 and RE2 
piece of land in the former Wyong 
Council has height and fl oor space 
ratio limits.

“So I think, now we are 
amalgamated, we should do 
something and I know which way 
I would go,” he said.

In response to a question, 
Council Environment and Planning 
director Mr Scott Cox said “I am 
aware of other councils that have 
made submissions on matters 
going to the Panel so there is 
nothing stopping this council from 
putting in a submission,” he said.

SOURCE:
Meeting notes, 18 Dec 2017

Residents’ forum, Central 
Coast Council

Reporter: Jackie Pearson

Waterfront group asks Council 
to oppose development

Liquor and 
Gaming 

to review 
interests at 
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Deputy mayor Cr Chris 
Holstein is planning to 
have Central Coast Council 
support the resumption of 
work to replace the Rawson 
Rd level crossing.

Cr Holstein said he had 
submitted a notice of motion 
about the replacement of the level 
crossing which he expected would 
be debated at a February council 
meeting.

Cr Holstein said he would 
be calling on council to make 
representations to the NSW 
Premier, relevant Ministers and to 
Mr Scot MacDonald, Parliamentary 
Secretary for the Central Coast.

“The works are imperative,” Cr 
Holstein said.

“I believe the rationale and 
reasons for discontinuing it were 
not substantiated enough and 
were not valid,” he said.

The former Gosford Council, 
according to Cr Holstein, “went 
and did a gold ribbon solution on 
the pedestrian underpass, the road 
underpass works commenced and 
then the Government came back 
and said it was cost-prohibitive.

“I have an understanding of why 
the project was canned or put to the 
side and it was around dollars, but 
the option they were considering 
was farcical and not justifi able and 
about removing the project from 
the agenda,” Cr Holstein said.

“Their reason for pulling out of 
it was that it was going to be too 
cost-prohibitive but it wasn’t cost-
prohibitive until they came up with 
the railway’s solution.

“I think that was an excuse: They 
found the most costly solution and 
that sent the project away.

“At no stage beforehand had 
cost been an issue.

“Railways said what their 
requirements to construct the 
underpass would be and they were 
unrealistic conditions because 
they would not be prepared to see 
any closures of the line.

“They actually wanted to put 
bypass rails on either side of 
the underpass so the line could 
continue to operate while the 
underpass was constructed 
and that would be a physical 
impossibility.”

Cr Holstein said he did not 
believe money already spent on 
roadworks at Bulls Hill was wasted.

“There is still a defi nite need 
to have safer access, a formal 
secondary access to the Peninsula.

“We have seen it with what 
happened the other morning when 
we had a burst water main on 
Brisbane Water Dve.

“We have seen that with 
bushfi res. We have seen that with 
road accidents.”

Cr Holstein said his motion 
would include council writing to 
the leader of the NSW Opposition 
seeking his support if Labor won 
government in March 2019.

“The reality is we have had 
incidents at that crossing.

“It is not safe.
“We need a more effective and 

faster rail service and you are not 
going to get that if you still have 
level crossings.

“Movement of traffi c on the 
Peninsula from north to south is a 
further consideration.

“The benefi ts of a Rawson 
Rd underpass go beyond the 
electorate of Gosford.

“It would greatly benefi t the 
people who come from the Terrigal 
electorate via Maitland Bay Dve to 
use the M1,” Cr Holstein said.

Member for Gosford, Ms Liesl 
Tesch, has vowed to continue to 
fi ght for the Rawson Road Level 
Crossing Replacement Project, a 
NSW Government project, which 
was due for completion in 2018.

Ms Tesch said the current NSW 

Government would be bringing 
down its fi nal budget before the 
March 2019 election in June.

She said she would be 
reminding the Government in the 
months prior to the budget that the 
Peninsula community “still wants 
a solution to the replacement of 
the dangerous Rawson Rd level 
crossing”.

“Labor has agreed that, if 
elected in March 2019, we will 
replace the level crossing and I 
am now talking to engineers about 
alternative proposals that will cost 
less than the $110 million that was 
this Government’s last estimate,” 
Ms Tesch said.

According to documents 
obtained by the Shadow Minister 
for the Central Coast, Mr 
David Harris, using the state’s 
Government Information Public 
Access law, by October 20, 2016, 
the NSW Government had paid 
Gosford and Central Coast Council 
$15.2 million.

Of that, $4.1 million had been 
spent on project management 
and consultancy fees, $5.8 million 
on the pedestrian underpass and 
adjacent road and footpath work 
and $5.3 million on preparatory 
works and road construction at the 
base of Bull’s Hill.

Funds were allocated up 
until June 2016 but the NSW 
Government appeared to get cold 
feet about the project much earlier 

even though they kept paying 
Council’s bills for work completed.

Payment claims had been 
submitted monthly by the Council 
and paid regularly by the NSW 
Government.

In February 2014, internal 
correspondence between offi cers 
of Gosford Council indicated a 
program for the replacement of the 
level crossing.

Construction of the rail 
underpass was to commence 
in December 2014 and was 
estimated to take 18 months with 
completion slated for mid-2016.

The former Council believed the 
level crossing would be closed in 
July 2017.

Its breakdown of stages and 
budgets estimated the total project 
would cost $92 million but those 
plans never came to fruition.

Although a great deal of the 
information in the GiPA documents 
has been blacked out, cost 
blow-outs and a communication 
breakdown between Council and 
NSW Transport appeared to start 
in 2014.

In October 2014, NSW Roads 
and Maritime Services disputed 
Council’s $92 million estimate and 
claimed the total cost of the project 
would be $130 million.

A project control group was 
appointed in late 2014 and it was 
at that time that Council received 
a directive stating that, “effective 

immediately”, all rail bridges within 
the rail corridor would be managed 
by Transport for NSW and that all 
road bridges over rail infrastructure 
would be managed by Roads and 
Maritime Services.

As a result control of the project 
was moved from Gosford Council 
to Transport for NSW.

Road works adjoining the 
proposed rail bridge at Bulls Hill 
were well under construction by 
February 2015, according to the 
correspondence.

Project timelines continued to 
blow out due to Transport for NSW 
reviewing all plans and decisions.

“Nearly four months has passed 
and I am now being advised that 
the plans will have to be reviewed 
by TPD,” said one email from Mr 
Scott Burton, of Gosford Council.

“Historically, reviews undertaken 
by TPD take a considerable period 
of time. 

“Combined with the fact that 
road works on site will now 
need to stop due to this delay, 
this places this project in a very 
diffi cult position of delivery within 
the State Government’s expected 
timeframe.”

In March 2015, according to 
the documents, a Brisbane based 
consultant produced an options 
estimate report for Transport 
for NSW on the project that 
incorporated the Woy Woy rail 
underbridge, Shoalhaven Dve 
underbridge upgrade and removal 
of Rawson Rd level crossing.

Six alternate designs were 
considered but the estimated cost 
information and risk analysis was 
completely deleted from the GiPA 
documents.

Gosford Council representatives 
were not included in meetings to 
discuss the various options with 
NSW Government representatives.

A fi nal business case assurance 
review report was then prepared 
by Transport for NSW in June 2015 
but its contents was completed 
redacted from the GiPA document.

SOURCES:
Interview, 23 Jan 2018

Liesl Tesch, Member for Gosford
Interview, 24 Jan 2018

Chris Holstein, Central 
Coast Council

GiPA emails and reports, 2014-2016
Clarinda Campbell, NSW 

Roads and Maritime
Reporter: Jackie Pearson

Holstein moves to revive 
Rawson Rd level crossing work

Traffi c waiting to cross the rail line and, inset, NSW Government’s promise of 2018 completion

The Planning 
A s s e s s m e n t 

Commission has 
r e c o m m e n d e d 
consent to the 
Minister for the 
Wallarah 2 
underground coal 
mine, subject to 
conditions, despite 
admitting that the 
location is sensitive 
to the Central Coast’s 
drinking water 
supply.

The decision follows 
the public meeting in 
Wyong on November 3, 
2017.

According to a 
Statement of Facts 
(SOF) released to the 
public on January 17, 
the Commission has 
determined the proposal 
is in the public interest.

“The creation of 300 
operational jobs and 450 
construction jobs, along 
with the investment in the 
local area, would have 
signifi cant local benefi ts 
for the community, 
provide investment in 
the Central Coast and 
contribute to the growth 
of the region,” the SOF 
read.

“The mine would also 
generate royalties for the 
State and the people of 
NSW, while providing a 
source of high quality 
thermal coal during the 
global transition to a 

decarbonised economy.
“Impacts and 

potential risks can be 
appropriately managed 
through the framework 
of rigorous controls and 
requirements in place 
to manage, mitigate, 
minimise, compensate 
and offset those impacts.

“In considering the 
suitability of the site for 
underground mining, 
the Commission 
acknowledged its 
location under a 
sensitive drinking water 
catchment, the strategic 
context of a growing 
population, an uncertain 
future global coal market 
along with the need to 
curb carbon emissions, 
and reliance on coal fi red 
power stations,” the SOF 
read.

“The Commission 
heard and acknowledged 

strong calls for it to take a 
precautionary approach 
given the potential for 
impacts to the Central 
Coast’s drinking water 
supply catchment.

“The issue has been 
assessed in detail.

“Impacts were 
assessed to be small and 
acceptable, with no net 
impact on the availability 
of water for the Central 
Coast drinking water 
supply catchment during 
the life of the mine,” the 
report stated.

“The framework of 
conditions requires formal 
reviews of the subsidence 
predictions and impacts, 
adaptive management, 
compensatory water 
supply and ultimately, 
include requirements for 
mining to cease if this is 
deemed necessary.

“The Commission 

has found that these 
extensive conditions will 
provide a precautionary 
approach to protecting 
the drinking water supply 
catchment.

“The Commission 
has noted the impacts 
of subsidence on fl ood 
levels and emergency 
evacuation routes and the 
requirements for works to 
be undertaken to raise or 
relocate dwellings and 
relevant road levels.

“Conditions will also 
ensure air and noise 
emissions from the pit 
top facilities and coal 
transport process will be 
monitored and managed.

“In reaching this 
decision, the Commission 
considered carefully 
the concerns raised 
by the community, the 
Department of Planning 
and Environment’s 

assessment and 
recommendation for 
approval, and previous 
Planning Assessment 
Commission reviews of 
the project,” the SOF 
concluded.

The Australian Coal 
Alliance’s (ACA) Mr Allan 
Hayes, said the ACA was 
already preparing a legal 
challenge.

“The Central Coast 
community needs to 
know that we have a 
government that let them 
down and a government 
that has put their drinking 
water supply at risk, all to 
placate the machinations 
of a foreign government 
and a South Korean 
mining company,” Mr 
Hayes said.

“The PAC is risking 
the region’s entire water 
supply all so a coal 
company can send coal 
overseas.

“Wyong Coal needs to 
know that the community 
will not accept this.

“This fi ght is far from 
over,” Mr Hayes said.

Member for Wyong and 
Shadow Minister for the 
Central Coast, Mr David 
Harris, said that despite 
overwhelming opposition 
from the community, 
the PAC has approved 
this controversial 
project, which has been 
the subject of a long 
and bitter community 
campaign against it.

“Central Coast 
residents need to know 
that this determination 
means that 300 
megalitres, or 120 
Olympic sized swimming 
pools, of treated mine 
water waste will be 
released into the Central 
Coast water supply each 
year.

“This is a clear cut 
broken promise from 
the Liberal Government, 
which promised in 
2011 to stop the mine 
going ahead, with then 
Opposition Leader, Barry 
O’Farrell, notoriously 
photographed wearing a 
“Water not Coal” T shirt 
with his Central Coast 
candidates.”

David Harris has called 
on the Premier to urgently 
address this issue and 
deliver on the Liberal’s 
promise to stop the mine.

The Commission’s 
full report into the mine 
can be viewed at the 
Planning Assessment 
Commission’s website by 
searching for Wallarah 2 
Coal Project.

Source:
Document, Jan 17

NSW Planning Assessment 
Commission Determination 

Wallarah 2 underground 
coal mine (SSD 4974) 
Summary Fact Sheet

Interview, Jan 17
Allan Hayes, Australian 

Coal Alliance
Media release, Jan 17
David Harris, Shadow 

Minister for the Central 
Coast
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An application to build 
three townhouses that do 
not comply with planning 
guidelines is being justifi ed 
on the basis that the 
council has not followed the 
guidelines “on numerous 
occasions”.

“It is clear that the numerical 
standards set out in the 
Development Control Plan 
have not been complied with on 
numerous occasions as there is 
strong demand for the availability 
of more affordable housing,” the 
application for the development in 
Augusta St, Umina, has stated.

“There is a lack of large sites 
and development is constrained 
to smaller sites where setback 
requirements are diffi cult to 
achieve with economic yield of 
dwellings.

“Consequently, the numerical 
standards may be viewed as overly 
restrictive for satisfactory medium 
density development to take place. 

“It is therefore argued that the 
proposed development should 
be considered an acceptable 
proposal as it is in keeping with the 
Plan objectives.”

The application claimed 
that the council had recently 
approved similar non-complying 
developments on the same basis.

“Recently, the adjacent 
property (DA52076/2017) has 
been approved for a multi-unit 
development with similar design, 
setbacks and site cover.

“This application relied on 
previous precedents, where 
the setback standards were not 
complied with in the Umina and 
Woy Woy areas.”

The three townhouses, costing 
$700,000, would replace a single 
brick house.

The fi rst townhouse would 
include a side entry on the 
ground fl oor, which would also 
accommodate the kitchen, dining, 
living, master bedroom, laundry, 
guest toilet and storage.

The fi rst fl oor would include 
a lounge room, three bedrooms, 
linen and bathroom.

A ground fl oor courtyard would 
be accessed from the living room 
and the townhouse would also 
have two covered car parking 
spaces in a double garage.

The second townhouse would 
have one less bedroom, all three 
bedrooms would be located on the 
fi rst fl oor and there would only be a 
single garage attached.

Townhouse number three would 
have the same four-bedroom 
layout and the fi rst.

The proposed development, 
according to documents provided 

in support of the application, 
does not comply with the Gosford 
Development Control Plan 2013 
for ceiling heights and setbacks.

The 2.7 metre ceiling heights on 
the ground fl oor were described as 
a “minor departure” from the DCP.

The setback variances are of 
between 25 per cent and 40 per 
cent.

The developer has justifi ed 
the variations by stating: “The 
proposal is in keeping with the 
DCP setback objectives, the LEP 
zoning objectives and Gosford 
Affordable Housing Strategy 2005.

“The proposed development will 
make available affordable medium-
density residential housing for the 
community.

“The proposed setbacks are 
the most suitable solutions to the 
existing site constraints.

“The proposal will rejuvenate 
the site and complement the 
desired form, orientation and scale 
of surrounding properties.”

The documents submitted to 
Central Coast Council to support 
the construction of the townhouses 
also argued the proposed 
development was compatible 
with the predominant existing and 
desired character of the locality.

SOURCE:
Gosford DA Tracker, 7 Dec 2017

DA5346/2017, Central Coast Council

Planning failure used to 
justify non-compliance

Aerial view of development site

Sporties at Woy Woy has 
advertised through Clubs 
NSW for expressions of 
interest from registered clubs 
to explore the possibility of 
an amalgamation or merger.

However, the move was not 
mentioned at the Woy Woy 
Bowling Club’s annual meeting 
held just days earlier, where a 
second director of redevelopment 
company Woy Woy Holdings, Mr 
Tony Altavilla, was elected to the 
Sporties board, joining Mr Rod 
Chippendale.

It was described as “a complete 
surprise to club members” by 
Woy Woy Men’s Bowling Club life 
member Mr Ken Dixon.

“The Expression of Interest 
wasn’t even raised at the meeting, 
which is mysterious,” Mr Dixon 
said.

He said Sporties had circulated 
a statement on the back of the 
expression of interest document 
from its general manager, drawing 
members’ attention to the decision 
made by the Board of Directors 
to advertise for expressions of 
interest.

The Clubs NSW Circular calling 
for expressions of interest stated: 
“In accordance with regulatory 
requirements, initial preference will 
be given to expressions of interest 
received from registered clubs 
located within a 50km radius.

“However, this does not 
preclude expressions of interest 
from registered clubs located 
outside the 50km radius also being 
taken into consideration,” it said.

“The club leases the 7500 
square metre property from a 
private owner.

“It currently has 900 members 
and 26 gaming machines.

“The club is about to enter a 
period of renewal with the landlord 
awaiting approval for a DA for the 
club site.

“The DA will turn the club’s 
current premises into an over-
55’s residential development with 
provision for a club.

“The proposed club house 
will feature a bar, function room, 
restaurant with kitchen, outdoor 
dining, outdoor and indoor gaming 
and administration offi ces.

“It is also proposed to have 
an eight-rink, fully enclosed and 
climate controlled synthetic green 
and parking for 130 vehicles.

“Construction, pending DA 
approval, is expected to commence 
within the next 12 months and 
be completed within the next two 
years.

“During construction of the 
new clubhouse, there will be no 
ability to operate out of the Brick 
Wharf Rd site and as such, an 
ideal amalgamation partner will be 
able to accommodate the club’s 
members during this time.”

Clubs interested in expressing 
interest were told to contact 
Sporties at Woy Woy general 
manager Mr Kevin Jenkins.

The closing date for expressions 
of interest was Sunday, December 
31.

The annual meeting saw 
the current chair Ms Di Elsom, 
deputy chair Ms Gaye Scarfe and 
treasurer Mr Rod Chippendale re-
elected unopposed and two other 
nominees, Mr Eddie Burgess 
and developer Mr Tony Altavilla, 
elected unopposed.

Two other directors, Mr Jim 
Cassidy and Mr John Hughes, 
were elected from the fl oor.

Mr Cassidy was a former 
president of the registered club 
and current chairman and life 
member of the Men’s Bowls Club.

Mr Hughes was also a former 
director of the registered club.

The bid for election by Mr Ross 
Cochrane was unsuccessful, 
missing out by just three votes.

SOURCES:
Interviews, 7 Dec 2017

Ken Dixon, Woy Woy 
Men’s Bowling Club

Ross Cochrane, Save 
Woy Woy Waterfront

Amalgamation EOI 
Circular, 5 De 2017

Anthony Ball, Clubs NSW
Reporter: Jackie Pearson

Sporties 
advertises for 

merger, as 
developer 

joins board
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Central Coast 
Mayor, Jane Smith, 
wants a new 

strategic approach to 
the future development 
of the Gosford CBD 
that includes traffi c 
management, transport 
and parking.

To that end, she has 
prepared a Mayoral Minute for 
the consideration of her fellow 
Councillors when they have 
their fi nal 2017 meeting on 
Monday, December 18.

“I will be putting up a 
Mayoral Minute this week 
to ask that the Gosford CBD 
Local Environmental Plan 
goes back out on exhibition, 
with the Development Control 
Plan (DCP), in keeping with the 
Administrator’s decisions in 
that area that the new Council 
should have the opportunity 

to have a look at some of that 
planning,” Clr Smith said.

“What I would like to see is 
some good strategic planning 
that looks at the capacity of the 
CBD in terms of its population 
and activity capacities, and 
looks at the transport needs of 
the population,” she said.

“That may mean improving 
cycleway access, enouraging 
public transport providers 
to improve services, and 
strategies around how we 
manage traffi c fl ow,” she said.

“I am very determined that 
the transport issues need to 
go hand in hand with what we 
do in the CBD, it needs to be a 
liveable and sustainable city.”

According to Clr Smith’s 
Mayoral Minute, on July 26, 
the Administrator resolved that 
Central Coast Council support 
an amended planning proposal 
(78/83/2015) called Gosford 

City Centre Commercial Core 
Bonus Incentives.

Mayor Smith, in an interview 
with Coast Community News, 
said: “Council staff are still 
working on the DCP for the 
Gosford CBD.”

According to her Mayoral 
Minute: “The fi nal planning 
proposal varies to the guidance 
provided in the Gateway 
Determination issued by the 
Department of Planning and 
Environment, specifi cally with 
regards to the application of 
Clause 4.6 and the provision of 
solar access to public spaces.

“As part of the resolution 
of July 26, the Administrator 
also resolved: “That Council 
request that the Department 
of Planning and Environment 
and the Minister for Planning 
not fi nalise their consideration 
of the matter until the newly-
elected Council considers 

its position in relation to 
the proposed Gosford 
Development Control Plan 
amendments to be exhibited.”

According to Mayor Smith, 
Gosford is located in a 
narrow valley bordered by 
two hills, Rumbalara Reserve 
and Presidents Hill, and the 
waterbody, Brisbane Water.

She said Direction 1 in the 
Central Coast Regional Plan 
2036 was to “grow Gosford 
City Centre as the region’s 
capital”.

Gosford City Centre is also 
part of the “Southern Growth 
Corridor” linking Somersby to 
Erina in the NSW Government’s 
Regional Plan for the Coast.

“Although these priorities 
provide signifi cant 
opportunities for the renewal 
of Gosford City Centre, they 
also provide challenges,” she 
said.

“The future development of 
Gosford City Centre requires 
strategic planning with 
regards to traffi c management, 
transport and parking.

“It also provides an 
opportunity for Gosford CBD 
to become a case study 
in sustainability that could 
demonstrate best practice 
initiatives in the growth of an 
urban centre,” Mayor Smith 
said.

Accordingly, when Council 
meets on December 18, 
Mayor Smith will formally 
move that Council re-exhibit 
the Planning Proposal Report 
-78/83/2015 Gosford City 
Centre Commercial Core 
Bonus Incentives, with the 
draft Development Control 
Plan when it is fi nalised, for 
exhibition.

If carried, the minute will also 
result in Council preparing and 

also exhibiting, concurrent 
with the LEP and DCP: a 
Traffi c, Transport and Parking 
Management Strategy for 
the Gosford City Centre; an 
Emergency Management Plan 
for the Gosford City Centre; 
a City Activation Strategy 
considering incorporating 
the use of public spaces 
and Council assets; and, a 
report outlining sustainability 
initiatives to be incorporated 
into the Gosford City Centre, 
including, but not limited to, 
initiatives and benchmarks 
related to water, energy, waste 
and open space.

It is the Mayor’s intention, 
if her Minute is supported, 
to conduct at least two 
community presentation-
information sessions on the 
proposals, including day and 
evening sessions.

Continued P3

Mayoral minute calls for a 
new strategic approach

The sky of Gosford City Centre dotted with cranes 
Photo: Justin Stanley
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The Planning 
A s s e s s m e n t 
Commission has 

granted consent to the 
Wallarah 2 underground 
coal mine west of Wyong, 
subject to conditions, 
despite admitting that 
the location is sensitive 
to the Central Coast’s 
drinking water supply.

The decision follows the 
public meeting in Wyong on 
November 3, 2017.

According to a Statement 
of Facts (SOF) released to 
the public on January 17, the 
Commission has determined 
the proposal is in the public 
interest.

“The creation of 300 
operational jobs and 450 
construction jobs, along with 
the investment in the local area, 
would have signifi cant local 
benefi ts for the community, 
provide investment in the 
Central Coast and contribute 
to the growth of the region,” 
the SOF read.

“The mine would also 

generate royalties for the 
State and the people of NSW, 
while providing a source of 
high quality thermal coal 
during the global transition to 
a decarbonised economy.

“Impacts and potential risks 
can be appropriately managed 
through the framework 
of rigorous controls and 
requirements in place to 
manage, mitigate, minimise, 
compensate and offset those 
impacts.

“In considering the suitability 
of the site for underground 
mining, the Commission 
acknowledged its location 
under a sensitive drinking 
water catchment, the 
strategic context of a growing 
population, an uncertain future 
global coal market along 
with the need to curb carbon 
emissions, and reliance on 
coal fi red power stations,” the 
SOF read.

“The Commission heard and 
acknowledged strong calls 
for it to take a precautionary 
approach given the potential 
for impacts to the Central 
Coast’s drinking water supply 

catchment.
“The issue has been 

assessed in detail.
“Impacts were assessed 

to be small and acceptable, 
with no net impact on the 
availability of water for the 
Central Coast drinking water 
supply catchment during the 
life of the mine,” the report 
stated.

“The framework of conditions 
requires formal reviews of 
the subsidence predictions 
and impacts, adaptive 
management, compensatory 
water supply and ultimately, 
include requirements for 
mining to cease if this is 
deemed necessary.

“The Commission has found 
that these extensive conditions 
will provide a precautionary 
approach to protecting 
the drinking water supply 
catchment.

“The Commission has noted 
the impacts of subsidence on 
fl ood levels and emergency 
evacuation routes and the 
requirements for works to be 
undertaken to raise or relocate 
dwellings and relevant road 

levels.
“Conditions will also ensure 

air and noise emissions from 
the pit top facilities and coal 
transport process will be 
monitored and managed.

“In reaching this decision, 
the Commission considered 
carefully the concerns raised 
by the community, the 
Department of Planning and 
Environment’s assessment 
and recommendation for 
approval, and previous 
Planning Assessment 
Commission reviews of the 
project,” the SOF concluded.

The Australian Coal Alliance’s 
(ACA) Mr Allan Hayes, said the 
ACA was already preparing a 
legal challenge.

“The Central Coast 
community needs to know 
that we have a government 
that let them down and a 
government that has put their 
drinking water supply at risk, 
all to placate the machinations 
of a foreign government 
and a South Korean mining 
company,” Mr Hayes said.

“The PAC is risking the 
region’s entire water supply all 

so a coal company can send 
coal overseas.

“Wyong Coal needs to know 
that the community will not 
accept this.

“This fi ght is far from over,” 
Mr Hayes said.

Member for Wyong and 
Shadow Minister for the 
Central Coast, Mr David 
Harris, said that despite 
overwhelming opposition from 
the community, the PAC has 
approved this controversial 
project, which has been the 
subject of a long and bitter 
community campaign against 
it.

“Central Coast residents 
need to know that this 
determination means that 300 
megalitres, or 120 Olympic 
sized swimming pools, of 
treated mine water waste will 
be released into the Central 
Coast water supply each year.

“This is a clear cut broken 
promise from the Liberal 
Government, which promised 
in 2011 to stop the mine going 
ahead, with then Opposition 
Leader, Barry O’Farrell, 
notoriously photographed 

wearing a “Water not Coal” 
T shirt with his Central Coast 
candidates.”

David Harris has called 
on the Premier to urgently 
address this issue and deliver 
on the Liberal’s promise to 
stop the mine.

The Commission’s full report 
into the mine can be viewed 
at the Planning Assessment 
Commission’s website by 
searching for Wallarah 2 Coal 
Project.

For a full analysis of the 
PAC report and community 
reaction, see the Wyong 
Regional Chronicle, edition 
133, out on Tuesday, January 
23.

Source:
Document, Jan 17

NSW Planning Assessment 
Commission Determination 

Wallarah 2 underground coal mine 
(SSD 4974) Summary Fact Sheet

Interview, Jan 17
Allan Hayes, Australian Coal 

Alliance
Media release, Jan 17

David Harris, Shadow Minister 
for the Central Coast

Dilon Luke, Journalist

Coal mine approved despite risk 
to Coast’s drinking water supply

Wallarah 2 underground coal mine has been granted conditional approval despite the 2011 promise that the mine would never go ahead

The Peninsula has now 
had seven months in a row 
of below-average rainfall 
according to data collected 
by Mr Jim Morrison of Umina.

Between January 15 and 
January 25, not a single millimetre 
of rain was recorded on the 
Peninsula.

The wettest day so far has been 
January 9 when 24.7mm was 
recorded.

The only other rainfall since 
then was 1.4mm on January 10 
and 0.4mm on January 14.

Without a very wet end to the 
month, the Peninsula’s total rainfall 
for January could be 100mm or 
75 per cent below the monthly 
average for January.

The Australian Bureau of 
Meteorology defi nes drought as 
rainfall over a three-month period 
being in the lowest decile of what 
has been recorded for that region 
in the past.

On that basis, whilst the Central 
Coast’s dams are currently at 
healthy levels, the area must be 

close to that BoM defi nition.
February, March and April are 

usually months of high rainfall 
on the Peninsula, according to 
Mr Morrison’s monthly averages 
(146mm, 151mm and 166mm).

The year 2013 was the last 
time above-average rainfall was 
recorded on the Peninsula in 
February, March and April.

In 2014 all rainfall for all three 
months was below average, then 
in 2015 one out of the three months 
produced above-average falls.

In 2016 and 2017 rainfall was 
above average for two out of three 
of those months.

SOURCE:
Rainfall data, 25 Jan 2018

Jim Morrison, Umina

No rain for past two weeks
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Please Call 1800 842 055
or

Visit www.compactlifts.com.au
for a FREE no obligation survey or for a FREE Brochure

Stairlifts 

Open Door, Step In Close Door, Press Up Lift moves through fl oor Arrive upstairs

good
never 

looked this

Designed to make your life easier when stairs start to 
become too much, a Compact Lift will easily fi t into any 
home.
Often chosen as an alternative to cumbersome and 
unattractive stair lifts, a Compact Lift will transport 
2 people comfortably so you can transform your life 
without moving home.
A Compact Lift is packed with 
sensors to keep everyone safe, it 
also plugs straight into a normal 
power point, runs very quietly 
and uses less energy than a 
toaster!

• Quick and easy to install
• Advanced safety features
• Small footprint
• Battery back up
• Flexible positioning options
• Wheelchair model available
• Two year guarantee
• Cost-effective and affordable
• Installed in a day*

* Wheelchair lifts can take up to 3 days to install in some locations.

CALL NOW AND QUOTE PN17 TO RECEIVE $500 OFF YOUR PURCHASE!

INSTALLED IN A DAY!*

A large water main break on 
Brisbane Water Dr, between 
the Spike Milligan Bridge and 
the Boulevarde intersection 
at Woy Woy, resulted in 
extensive traffi c delays on 
Monday, January 22.

The breakage occurred just 
before 10pm on Sunday, January 
21, and traffi c was directed to use a 
single lane, while crews undertook 
repairs.

Water was fl owing into the Woy 
Woy channel from a pipe on the 
northern side of Brisbane Water 
Dr and a large hole formed on the 
southern side of the road between 
the road surface and the rail line.

Emergency repairs continued 
through the night and during 
Monday, resulting in major traffi c 
delays with cars travelling from 
Gosford towards the Peninsula 
banked back to Tascott train station 
at some points during the day.

Cars travelling towards 
Brisbane Water Dr from Woy Woy 
and other parts of the Peninsula 
were also at a standstill as far back 
as the intersection of Station St 
and Ocean Beach Rd.

The Central Coast Council 
chose to communicate with 
affected residents via social media 

using #CCCWater and did not 
issue any offi cial media statement 
about the incident.

At around 11am on Monday, 
Council used Twitter to tell 
residents repairs were continuing.

“To allow us to undertake the 
complicated repair as quickly as 
possible, we are asking everyone 
in the Peninsula to conserve water 
this morning,” the Council’s social 
media feed said.

“Please delay any non-essential 
water use including clothes and 
dish washing, watering of gardens 
and water play,” it said.

Due to the tidal infl uence of 
Brisbane Water on the location 
of the water main break, repair 
work to the water main and the 
road surface continued throughout 
Monday night.

Brisbane Water Dr reopened at 
around 9:30am on Tuesday.

Member for Gosford, Ms 
Liesl Tesch said constituents 
had informed her that the trip 
from Gosford to Woy Woy along 
Brisbane water drive had taken 
over an hour due to the lane 
closure.

Ms Tesch said she had visited 
the site to attempt to get some 
more information directly from the 
workers.

“We have received no 
information from Central Coast 
Council;.

“They have tweeted but not 
made any offi cial statement,” she 
said.

“It reminded me of the scene 
in the movie The Castle – ‘like the 
time I dug a hole’,” she said.

“The situation was telling, not 
just about our local road system 
but our infrastructure has not kept 
pace with the population.

“We need our infrastructure 
to be upgraded in parallel with 
development and it is not just up to 
the State Government.

“If Council is approving 
development on the Peninsula, it 
needs to ensure, as part of putting 
together a new comprehensive 
Local Environment Plan, it 
addresses the payment of Section 
94 contributions by developers to 
make sure they are paying their 
fair share to provide infrastructure 
to the population including the 
basics like water and sewer.”

SOURCES:
Website, 19-23 Jan 2018

Central Coast Incident 
Alerts facebook page

Interview, 23 Jan 2018
Liesl Tesch, Member for Gosford

Reporter: Jackie Pearson

Water main break causes 
extensive traffi c delays

The hole at the side of Brisbane Water Dve near Spike Milligan Bridge

Traffi c was backed up to Tascott train station 
for periods during the partial road closure
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Gosford City Farmers’ Market will feature a wide range of fresh vegetables,
fruits, primary produce including gourmet jams and preserves, olive oil
products, pestos, macadamia nuts and fresh home made products. The
market will include other food related items as well as high quality “food-
to-eat” vendors. Flowers, plants and trees will also be available for sale. 
Additionally the market will also feature hand-made products other than

food such as artists, designers and other quality artifacts.

The market will operate each Sunday from
8.00am till 1.00pm Rain, Hail or Shine.

VENUE: The Entertainment Grounds

(Gosford Racecourse)

WHEN: Every Sunday 

TIME: 8.00am till 1.00pm

Rain, Hail or Shine

N
O

 D
O

G
S

FACEBOOK
www.facebook.com/

Gosfordcityfarmersmarket

SUNDAY - 8.00am till 1.00pm

Gosford City Farmers’ Market
Gosford Racecourse,
4 Racecourse Rd, Gosford West

Enquiries:
finefoodmarket@bigpond.com

Mob: 0427 630 144

Feast your eyes over these producers:
Garden Fresh, Vegitali Pty Ltd, La Tartine,
Over the Moon Milk, Egganic, Soda Bread

Bakery, Lincoln Red Beef, The Banana
Bread Man, Hawkesbury Fresh Produce,
Delightfully Fresh Organics, Tar 10, Bills

Organic Bakery, Pattie Moi Designs, Little
Creek Cheeses, Pokolbin Olives, Maxima
Coffee, Wotton Valley Beef, Wattle Creek

Preserves, Jacques Kitchen, Larry’s Free
Range Eggs, Peats Rigde Produce, The
Apple Man, Meltic Beef plus many others.

Cr Richard Mehrtens.has 
called for the return of 
banners to West St, Umina, 
for occasions like Australia 
Day, Easter and Christmas.

Cr Mehrtens said that several 
years ago banners fl ew for such 
occasions.

He said he was disappointed 
that banners were absent this 
Australia Day, a concern he said 
was shared by a number of locals 
who had spoken to him.

“It seems like such a simple 
thing, but having the banners 
fl ying on Australia Day contributes 
so much to the atmosphere and 
celebrations on the Peninsula for 
our national day.” Cr Mehrtens 
said.

“Council put on great events at 
the Woy Woy Waterfront this year, 
but clearly by the number of people 
who have raised this matter with 
me, the lack of fl ag banners is felt 
by the community.”

Cr Mehrtens took the matter to 
Council staff and asked questions 
about why the banners failed to fl y 
for another year.

“When the banners hadn’t been 
installed by early January, I asked 
questions hoping that it might 
prompt a review of the situation, 
but was told that the banners 
had deteriorated to such a state 
that they couldn’t be fl own.” Cr 

Mehrtens said.
“It’s disappointing that the 

banners have been left to 
waste away in a storage room 
somewhere, and they weren’t 
replaced in time to ensure that 
the community didn’t miss out this 
year.”

Council staff claimed budgetary 
restrictions were also to blame for 
the lack of banners, with traffi c 
management during installation an 
expense left unfunded.

“If dozens of banners can hang 
along the Tuggerah straight and 
budget can be found for that, then 
I can’t see why we can’t have that 
on the Peninsula to celebrate 
Australia Day.” Cr Mehrtens said.

“I will work with Council staff to 
ensure that the budget is available 
next Australia Day, as well as 
for other major celebrations and 
events in the future, to ensure 
that banners will again hang along 
West St.”

Central Coast Council advised 
that its Community Partnerships 
Unit had recently undertaken a 
project to audit existing banner 
locations and related infrastructure, 
and that the local community will 
be engaged through the process to 
provide input into the design.

SOURCE:
Media release, 24 Jan 2018
Richard Mehrtens, Central 

Coast Council

Councillor calls for 
banners in West St

The 37-week reconstruction 
of Ryans Rd, Umina, has 
started after a two-month 
delay.

Central Coast Council has 
stated that it delayed the start 
date from November to January to 
avoid resident disruption over the 
festive season.

“The project remains on track for 
completion by June 30,” according 
to the Council’s online “roads and 
drainage projects mapping tool”.

The full length of Ryans Rd will 
be reconstructed as part of this 

project including street drainage, 
kerb and gutter, footpath, road 
pavement works and resurfacing 
of the road, the web page stated.

The work is part of a $1.65 
million pledge secured during the 
2016 federal election campaign by 
Member for Robertson Ms Lucy 
Wicks.

The funding was approved for 
upgrades to Ryans Rd and David 
Rd in Booker Bay.

Council committed an additional 
$1 million to complete the works 
which consisted of essential 

upgrades to drainage, kerbing, 
guttering and footpaths.

“The upgrades will improve 
safety for both motorists and 
pedestrians, linking pedestrian and 
bus facilities to existing services 
and offering local residents quality 
road infrastructure,” Council wrote 
in a statement responding to 
questions from Peninsula News.

SOURCES:
Website, 24 Jan 2018

Roads and Drainage Projects Map
Media statement, 22 Dec 2017

Brian Bell, Central Coast Council

Ryans Rd construction starts 
after two-month delay
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MATTRESS PLUSTTRESS PLUS

4341 8727
225 Blackwall Road Woy Woy    woywoy@mattressplus.com.au

If it’s not on the floor - we’ll get it in the door

Alison Spinal Deluxe Mattress 
(Plush/Medium/Firm)  Available in (Single, King Single, Double, Queen and King)

Outdoor Corner Lounge 
+ Coffee Table

10 year Warranty 
30% OFF   

Was $1999 
NOW ONLY $1199 

•  LAYBY AVAILABLE

•  HUGE MARKDOWNS ON DISCONTINUED FLOOR STOCK

•  CUSTOMISED LOUNGES AVAILABLE

•  WALK OUT THE DOOR PRICES

•  MASSIVE DISCOUNTS ON OUTDOOR AND LEISURE!!

Central Coast Council has 
allowed another development 
that does not comply with 
planning guidelines on the 
basis that nearby buildings 
do not comply either.

The block of four fl ats in Booker 
Bay, costing $958,000, has been 
approved by the Council.

“The setbacks from the 
eastern and western side 
boundaries are generally 
consistent with setbacks of 
other developments in the 
immediate locality,” the council 
stated in its determination, 
despite them not falling within 
planning guidelines.

Last month, council received 
an application to build three 
townhouses in Umina that did not 
comply with planning guidelines 
which was justifi ed by the applicant 
on the basis of the Council’s 
planning failure.

The council had not followed 
its own guidelines “on numerous 
occasions”, the application stated.

The Booker Bay development 
was opposed by local residents 
who presented a petition with 
101 signatures objecting to the 

building.
Council’s assessment reported 

that three public submissions 
and the signed petition had been 
received.

However, Council’s digital 
DA tracker shows that nine 
submissions were received 
between August and October.

The report noted that the 
proposed project did not comply 
with planning controls for setback 
and articulation.

Deep soil setbacks required in 
the Gosford Development Control 
Plan 2013 are a minimum of two 
metres on side boundaries, with 
deep soil planting along front and 
rear boundaries.

Side setbacks for buildings up 
to two storeys are supposed to be 
a minimum of four metres with 3.5 
metres to the external wall.

The Council has approved this 
project with deep soil alongside 
boundaries ranging from 900mm 

to two metres, with 1.2 metres 
along the rear and foreshore area 
instead of the minimum six metres 
and 900mm side setback to the 
external wall instead of 3.5 metres.

According to Council’s 
assessment, the variation 
is acceptable because “the 
proposal provides a reasonable 
setback to the foreshore that is 
consistent with the established 
building line between 

neighbouring properties.
“The use of low impact 

construction in suspended 
fl oors and decks rather than 
extensive landfi lling to elevate 
habitable fl oors is proposed.

“Proposed terraces, the 
pool and retaining wall, are 
considered not to compromise 
the privacy and amenity of 
neighbouring dwellings.

“The proposal is suitably 
articulated towards the 
waterfront.

“There are no monotonous 
exterior walls, the proposed bulk 
and scale does not compromise 
the scenic quality of the area 
and the building is compatible 
with the predominant pattern 
of buildings and gardens within 
the context.

“Each facade demonstrates 
a high level of articulation 
through varied setbacks, use 
of different materials and 
integration of internal courtyard-
lightwells,” the assessment 
report said.

Continued P6

Council approves non-complying development

Aerial view of battle axe block at Booker Bay
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After retiring in June 2014, Henry 
Scholten has now opened a small 
shop in the former Ettalong Markets, 
only trading on Saturdays, Sundays  
and Public Holidays.

The Ettalong market has been 
beautifully revamped to a luxury 
European Galleria style tourist 
attraction.

Established in 1988, Scholten 
Jewellers has been manufacturing 
fi ne jewellery on the Central Coast for 
30 years, having had shops in Bateau 
Bay, Gosford, Erina and Tuggerah.

Scholten Jewellers is now in Ettalong, 
providing an excellent  repair, design 
remodelling and manufacturing 
service.

The location is also an impressive 
showroom of unique, handmade 
rings, pendants, earrings, bangles, 
brooches, chains set with precious 
and semi-precious gems, and a 
huge selection of Australian Opal. All 
repairs and manufacturing is done 
on the premises in a fully equipped 
workshop.

Come and say hello to 
Nicola and Henry 

at their new Ettalong 
Beach store, or call them 

on 0431 670 033 or 
0412 655 316.

SCHOLTENJewellers
...reborn and now in Galleria Ettalong, 
the former Ettalong Markets at Ettalong Beach

From P5
The Council stated: “The 

setbacks from the eastern 
and western side boundaries 
are generally consistent with 
setbacks of other developments 
in the immediate locality.

“Recessed courtyards are 
provided along the eastern and 
western setbacks ... to provide 
articulation to these elevations 
and deep soil areas.

“The reduced setbacks of the 
proposed development do not 
have any signifi cant detrimental 
impact on the amenity of the 
adjoining properties particularly 
in relation to overshadowing 
as the site has a north south 
orientation.

“The reduced setbacks allow 
for each of the units to have 
opportunities for a view of the 
adjoining waterfront which 
improves the amenity within 
the proposed units.

“Whilst there is limited 
amount of deep soil area 
provided, the vegetation 
between the rear boundary 
and the water’s edge will be 
retained.”

The battle-axe land fronts 
Brisbane Water on the south side 
of Booker Bay Rd between Webb 
Rd and Davis St surrounded by 
one and two storey single dwelling 
houses.

The owner proposes to 
demolish the existing house and 
garage and replace it with a two 
storey residential fl at building that 
will contain four three-bedroom 
units and four attached single 
garages.

Council stated it has dealt with 
community’s objections to 10 car 
parking spaces by reducing the 
number to six.

Council’s assessment report 
stated: “The potential constraints 
of the site have been assessed 
and it is considered that the 
site is suitable for the proposed 
development.

“Subject to the imposition 
of appropriate conditions, the 
proposed development is not 
expected to have an adverse 
social or economic impact.

“It is considered that the 
proposed development will 
complement the locality 
and meet the desired future 
character of the area.”

Booker Bay resident Mr 
Alf Quinten, who submitted 
an objection, said he was 
disappointed to fi nd out the 
project had been approved via 
Council’s website.

“We submitted the petition 
with 100 signatures but never 
had a response to it, other 
than a generic auto-response 
email,” Mr Quinten said.

An his submission, Mr David 
Hewitt noted that the developer 
had recognised some privacy 
issues by scaling back the 
oversized balcony overlooking 
the rear of 370 Booker Bay Rd.

“Whilst we appreciate that the 
architect has recognized some of 
his earlier design issues, we are 
still in opposition to his revised 
plans as they only partially solve 
some of the privacy impacts,” Mr 
Hewitt wrote.

“We still feel that the 
development does not pass the 
character assessment for its 
location due to its overall bulk and 
scale,” he said.

Council’s consent will lapse fi ve 
years from December 21.

The developer will be required 
to pay a total of $48,603 in Section 
94 contributions which will be 
spent on roadworks ($2850), 
open space land ($7840), open 
space embellishment ($20,816), 
community facilities ($476), 
community facilities capital 
($7297), drainage for land ($1952) 
and drainage capital ($7372).

A construction certifi cate will 
not be issued until the Section 94 
contributions, indexed quarterly for 
infl ation, are paid.

Another condition of approval is 
that one unit will be nominated as 
an adaptable dwelling.

SOURCES:
Letter, 12 Jan 2018

Alf Quinten, Booker Bay
DA52610/2017, Gosford DA Tracker

Council approves 
non-complying development

A man faced Gosford Local 
Court on Tuesday, January 
23, on animal cruelty charges 
after allegedly shooting a 
dog with a spear gun in Woy 
Woy.

Police alleged in court that a 
45-year-old man forced entry into 
a home on Cogra Rd, Woy Woy, at 
about midday on Monday, January 
21, and allegedly hit the dog 
over the head, causing several 
lacerations.

It was further alleged after 
becoming stuck between a fence 
and garage wall, the man fi red a 
spear gun, striking the animal in 
the head.

Offi cers attached to Brisbane 

Water Local Area Command were 
alerted and attended the location.

The 45-year-old man was 
arrested and taken to Gosford 
Police Station where he was 
charged with committing an act 
of aggravated cruelty upon an 
animal, fi ring spear gun in manner 
likely to injure person or property, 
and breaking and entering a house 
and stealing.

The Woy Woy man was refused 
bail.

The dog was taken to a 
veterinary clinic where she 
underwent surgery.

SOURCE:
Media release, 23 Jan 2018

Mick Fuller, NSW Police

Man refused 
bail on animal 

cruelty charges

Millie the Labradoodle was shot with a spear gun
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Peninsula residents should be 
cautious in dealing with any 
organisation selling “discount” 
solar energy packages door-
to-door.

That is the message from 
both NSW Fair Trading and the 
Central Coast Community Energy 
Association following reports of door-
to-door salesmen being active on the 
Peninsula.

“Consumers should be suspicious 
of people who offer cheap deals or 
pressure them into accepting their 
offer,” Fair Trading said in response 
to questions from Peninsula News.

“Door-to-door sales involve 
salespeople visiting your home to 
sell goods and services, including 
utilities.

“Often, these salespeople use 
pressure tactics to infl uence you into 
buying something you may not need 
or can’t afford.” 

Central Coast Community Energy 
Association founder, Mr Jo Muller, 
said the association supported 
“powering the Central Coast with 
community-owned renewable 
energy”.

Founder of the group, Mr Jo Muller 
said: “We want to educate members 
of the community to make sure that 
they make the right decisions and 
are not lured into some obscure 
deals because they have no way of 
comparing the offers,” he said.

The association’s website has 
useful calculators and it meets 
regularly to provide independent 
guidance about its options.

Door knockers from Smart 

Energy Group appear to be currently 
targeting the Peninsula, with a 
“community bulk buy” scheme for 
solar installation. 

On the card they leave, 
they advertise free “community 
installation”, where in fact it 
appears payment is required for the 
installation over up to seven years, at 
an undisclosed interest rate.

While claiming to be “solar 
specialists” who will “provide a 
tailored solution for your property”, 
they are not licensed solar installers, 
but sub-contract that out.

Similarly while offering to help 
arrange fi nance, they are not a 
licensed fi nance company.

It appears they even contract out 
their marketing and sales at times.

“Want to run a bulk-buy campaign 
for your community? Get in touch and 
nominate your community to be next 
to reap the rewards,” the company’s 
website states.

There are no technical or pricing 
details of the systems offered by the 
company on its website.

Mr Muller said “I have never 
heard of this company before and I 
am also concerned, especially as 

their website is extremely blurry on 
information.

“An offer of fi nance might actually 
be a rip off as it may be much better 
to fi nance solar systems from an 
existing home loan at low interest 
rates.”

Smart Energy Group managing 
director Mr Beau Savage confi rmed 
his company was selling solar 
energy packages door-to-door on the 
Peninsula.

Mr Savage said the Smart Energy 
Group had been in operation for 
“about a year”.

The group’s door-to-door 
representatives have been leaving 
“Community Bulk Buy Savings 
Vouchers” in residents’ mailboxes if 
they are not home when their door is 
knocked.

The voucher includes a 
Community Installation Fee of $0 
with a crossed-out Installation Fee 
RRP of $2380.

Mr Savage said: “We work in 
individual areas at a time and bulk 
buy solar systems for that particular 
community so that we are able to 
reduce the overall cost for each 
customer.

“Solar can be expensive, so 
community bulk buys enable the 
cost of the system to be signifi cantly 
reduced so that everyone can afford 
it.

“The reason we do door-to-door is 
because from our experience people 
prefer it this way and for Australia it’s 
the most common method, however 
we also use other methods too.”

Mr Savage said some customers 
pay off the cost of the solar installation 
over seven years and claimed that 
the costs, after the installation bulk 
buy “discount” range from $2000 
to $4000 for systems from 3kW to 
15kW.

“We don’t [have a credit licence] as 
we aren’t a fi nance company, but we 
are authorised to help the customers 
go through the fi nance company who 
are licensed to organise credit,” he 
said.

NSW Fair Trading advised: 
“Always look up phone numbers in 
an independent directory when you 
wish to check if a request or offer is 
genuine, and don’t be pressured into 
signing contracts without taking the 
time to weigh up the pros and cons.”

According to Fair Trading, if you 

ask a door-to-door sales person to 
leave immediately, they cannot return 
to your home for the same seller for 
30 days.

If you decide to sign an 
agreement you must be given a 
copy that includes the salesperson’s 
and supplier’s contact details, total 
price including GST and how it is 
calculated and your rights to cancel 
the agreement if you change your 
mind.

Fair Trading said there is a 
cooling off period for door-to-door 
sales which means the purchaser 
has 10 business days to cancel the 
agreement if they change their mind.

According to the Australian 
Competition and Consumer 
Commission (ACCC), if a salesperson 
has breached your legal rights you 
may be entitled to a longer cooling off 
period of up to three months.

Central Coast Community Energy 
Association provides advice about 
the costs of solar conversioni at 
cccommunityenergy.org.

With concerns about any door-to-
door sales, contact NSW Fair Trading 
on 133220.

SOURCES:
Interview and media 

statement, 24 Jan 2018
Beau Savage, Smart Energy Group

Media statement, 24 Jan 2018
Michael Anderson, ACCC

Media statement, 24 Jan 2018
Amy Cook, NSW Fair Trading

Websites, 24 Jan 2018
Smart Energy Group

Media statement, 24 Jan 2018
Jo Muller, Central Coast 

Community Energy Association
Reporter: Jackie Pearson 
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Caution urged with door-to-door solar salesmen
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Central Coast Council has 
upgraded the Umina Beach 
viewing area and removed 
rubbish from the area, with 
the help of local surf clubs 
and community groups.

“Council worked closely with 
the local community and surf club 
to fi nd the best way to enhance 
this area and the results speak for 
themselves,” said Council director 
Mr Mike Dowling.

“Umina Beach now has a 
rubbish and vandalism free viewing 
area,” he said.

“Residents and visitors will reap 
the benefi ts and have access to 
a cleaner, more inviting beach 
area free from debris and ageing 
infrastructure.”

Mr Dowling said the community 
and Council had pulled together to 
deliver a great outcome and the 
feedback from local businesses 
was immediate and positive.

However, the feedback from 
Peninsula Chamber of Commerce 
was critical.

Chamber president Mr Matthew 
Wales said Council needed to 
shift its focus to the beachfront 
between Ocean Beach Surf Club 
and Ettalong Point.

“You can’t go up there and put 
little plants in dunes and pretend 
that, in 12 months’ time, all the 
sand is going to come back.

“All the money they have put 
into dune restoration over the 
years has basically been picked up 
by the high tide and thrown out to 
sea.

“We have to put in a new 
revetment wall.

“I am sick and tired of studies.
“We can pretend and we can 

pay lip service to the environmental 
process but it has clearly made no 
difference what so ever.

“This is a beach nourishment 
exercise. It has to be.

“We have to think seriously 
about promenading between 
the Ocean Beach Surf Club and 
Ettalong Point to put it to good use 
for the community instead of hiding 
our best asset behind a bunch of 
lantana and bitou bush,” he said.

However, mayor Cr Jane Smith 
said the current upgrade work 
would continue after the school 
holidays and would include more 
new fencing, planting, new garden 
beds, mulching and top soils.

She said the upgrade had 
provided great integration between 
the built and natural environment 

of the area, enhancing the visitor 
experience immensely.

“This is another example 
of Council working with the 
community and local surf clubs to 
improve the quality of life for its 
residents and foster community 
spirit,” Cr Smith said.

“Our community has told us 
enhancing our natural environment, 
particularly our beaches are a 
priority and it is something we take 
great pride in delivering.

“The community has defi nitely 
taken ownership of these upgrades 
and are maintaining them to ensure 

they continue to reap benefi ts for 
years to come.”

Mr Wales commented: “I swim 
there every day and I was down 
there yesterday just doing my 
normal swim and there was so 
little beach that the lifeguard barely 
had enough room to get his shelter 
between the base of the dune and 
the high tide mark.

“That beach was packed and I 
was actually embarrassed by the 
state of the dune and the foreshore 
at a time when we are trying to 
attract visitors to the Peninsula.

“It seems the Council has very 

little interest in doing anything to 
that beachfront,” he said.

“I am tired of the attitude that 
Mother Nature will take its course. 
She is taking its course by stripping 
that beach of sand and dumping it 
out in the channel.

“Most of the population agrees 
that we should bulldoze all the 
scrub in the dunes and put in a 
promenade,” Mr Wales said.

Mr Wales said the Chamber 
believed all three levels of 
government needed to contribute 
to the cost of building the proposed 
promenade.

“I believe the budget needs to 
be in the order of $5 to $6 million,” 
he said.

“Look how unbelievably 
successful the promenading at 
Ettalong is.

“It is used on a weekly basis by 
thousands.

“The Ettalong beachfront 
cost about $5.5million and in the 
scheme of things it is a modest 
amount and the public benefi t 
is enormous for such a small 
investment that will last forever.

Member for Gosford Ms Liesl 
Tesch said she would love to be 
part of any project that would 
expand tourism in her electorate 
but that it was a medium-term 
priority behind delivery of basic 
infrastructure on the Peninsula.

Cr Smith said residents wishing 
to fi nd out more about joining a 
Council supported Bushcare group 
could call 4325 8222 or email 
bushcare@centralcoast.nsw.gov.
au.

SOURCES:
Media release, 17 Jan 2018

Mike Dowling, Central 
Coast Council

Interview, 23 Jan 2018
Matthew Wales, Peninsula 

Chamber of Commerce
Interview, 23 Jan 2018

Liesl Tesch, Member for Gosford
Reporter: Jackie Pearson

Council upgrades Umina Beach 
viewing area

The completed coastline protection joint venture work at Umina Beach in front of the surf club
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A local hotel has applied for 
permission to undertake a $2 
million renovation.

The Empire Bay Tavern has 
applied to Central Coast Council 
for permission to undertake the 
refurbishment of its premises in 
Pool Close, Empire Bay.

The work would include a new 
children’s play area, new dining 
terrace, refurbished outdoor sports 
area, a new gaming room and 
sports terrace.

Another application has been 
lodged to modify the kitchen and 
the waste disposal area located 
in the south-eastern corner of the 
tavern.

Reports prepared for the 
developer to support the 
application said the alterations 
were intended to deliver “an 
enhanced upgrade and high 
quality refurbishment of an iconic 
corner tavern to improve patron 
amenity through accessibility and 
the internal presentation through 
provision of more generous space 
for dining, children’s play areas 
gaming.

“This will result in a substantial 
investment in a local establishment 
which will extend its economic 
life and improve its utility to the 
benefi t of the local and wider 
communities.”

Consent for the hotel was 
originally granted in November 
1982 and since then various 

refurbishments have been 
approved.

The hotel is on a 1.285 hectare 
allotment located on the south-
west corner of the intersection 
between Wards Hill Rd and Poole 
Cl and has vehicular access via 
both road reserves.

It is located at the foot of 
Wards Hill which serves as “the 
gateway to the Killcare and Bouddi 
Peninsula”.

The tavern currently operates 
as a bar, bistro, game room and 
bottle shop.

In more recent times, the 
current owners have upgraded the 
tavern and surrounds with interior 
redesign and landscaping and 
connected a reticulated sewerage 
system.

“Since the tavern was erected, 
the operations have expanded to 
include a commercial kitchen, large 
open internal dining area, outdoor-
alfresco areas, kids play areas, 
gaming area, and bar surrounded 
by a hard stand area for vehicular 
access and parking.”

The application stated: “The 
siting of the minor alterations to the 
existing tavern would be located 
entirely upon the cleared portion of 
the allotment within the 7(c2) zone 
and is regarded as a small scale 
development that would not be 
detrimental to the inherent natural 
attributes of the site and allow the 
maintaining of the scenic qualities 

of the 7(c2) conservation zone.”
However, the applicant has 

not included any additional 
parking spaces when the Gosford 
Development Control Plan 2013 
requires 20 additional spaces 
to the existing 88 to cater for 
additional patronage.

“A Traffi c and Parking 
Assessment has been prepared 
by SECA Solution that addresses 
the impact of the proposed 
development on the surrounding 
road network, as well as traffi c 
access,” the applicant’s statement 
said.

“Parking beat surveys completed 
within the existing carpark indicate 
that during the busiest periods 
there were a minimum of 25 empty 
parking spaces available within the 
tavern carpark.

“Allowing for this the increased 
parking demands associated with 
the proposed expansion of the 
tavern can be accommodated 
within the existing parking 
provision,” the traffi c and parking 
assessment concluded.

The applicant also argued 
the proposal would result in 
positive social and economic 
effects through: the creation of 
employment during construction; 
and the creation of improved 
facilities and services for patrons 
to a local ‘establishment’.

SOURCE:
Website, 16 Jan 2018

DA53660/2018, Gosford DA Tracker

Hotel applies for 
$2 million renovations

Looking towards the front north and western elevation

The Bays Community Group 
will hold its Fair on the Green 
from 10am to 2pm in Phegans 
Bay on Sunday, March 11.

It will include kayak and stand 
up paddle board races for juniors 
aged 10 to 18 years and seniors 
over 18.

A musical talent quest will 
be held for young people aged 
between 10 and 18, with prize 
money on offer.

An entry fee of $5 will be 
charged for these events with 
registrations open until Sunday, 
February 11.

The fair will also include stalls, 
games including a tug of war, the 

Rural Fire Service fi re truck and 
crew, sausage sizzle and a coffee 
van.

In the lead up to the fair, 
donations of baked goods including 
cakes, slices, biscuits and jams, 
plants and raffl e prizes are being 
sought.

Offers should be made to Group 
president Ms Cathy Gleeson on 
0409 302 102.

“We are also looking for 
someone with fi rst aid training to 
volunteer their time for the duration 
of the fair,” she said.

SOURCE:
Newsletter, 17 Jan 2018

Cathy Gleeson, Bays 
Community Group Inc

Bays community group to 
hold Fair on the Green

A crowd-funding campaign 
has been launched for the 
owner of the labradoodle that 
was attacked in Woy Woy.

The day after the Go Fund Me 
campaign had been launched by 
Ms Fiona Crain of Animal Talent, 
the campaign had raised $996 of 
its $15,000 goal.

“Millie is a one-in-a-million dog 
– loving, loyal, friendly with other 
dogs and much-loved by her family 
and the local community.

“She is a dog with a big heart 
and sweet, gentle nature.

“Her injuries are extensive.
“She has a collapsed lung, a 

fractured skull and serious internal 
and skeletal injuries.

“She is receiving around-the-
clock specialist veterinary care and 
may be facing further surgeries,” 

Ms Crain wrote.
“This campaign has been 

started by the team at Animal 
Talent to enable the dog-loving 
community locally and worldwide 
to assist Millie’s owner with 
the ever-mounting veterinary 
expenses which are already in the 
thousands and the cost of future 
rehabilitation.

“Millie is only three years old 
and just starting out in her life 
journey.

“Her owner is a hard-working 
everyday mum who wants to give 
her special girl every chance to 
survive.

“We would all want the same for 
our four-legged friends,” she said.

SOURCE:
Website, 24 Jan 2018

Fiona Crain, Go Fund Me Campaign

Funding campaign 
for injured dog

A rescue helicopter was 
called to Pearl Beach on 
January 16.

It was sent to help after a report 
that two people were in trouble in 
the water.

However, the Westpac 

helicopter was called off just 
before arriving with news that a 
water police vessel was able to 
rescue the two.

SOURCE:
Media release, 16 Jan 2018

Barry Walton, Westpac 
Rescue Helicopter

Rescue helicopter 
called off
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The Peninsula Chamber of 
Commerce has called on 
the Central Coast Council 
to formulate a long term 
strategy to renourish and 
restore the beachfront 
at Ocean Beach south of 
Ettalong Point including rock 
packing and promenades.

“It is no longer practical to wait 

for Mother Nature to reinstate the 
old beach profi le,” said Chamber 
president Mr Matthew Wales.

“Over the last 12 months, it 
has been clearly evidenced that 
tinkering with dune vegetation 
and shifting sand around with 
excavators has been largely 
useless and a waste of money,” Mr 
Wales said.

“The Council needs to get 

serious about tying in the dredging 
of the Ettalong Channel with 
major beach renourishment south 
of Ettalong Point as part of a 
permanent solution to the ongoing 
coastal erosion,” he said.

“This may mean that we have 
to consider rock packing of the 
foreshore and major promenading 
between Ettalong Point and Ocean 
Beach Surf Club.

“You only have to look at the 
huge success that the Ettalong 
Foreshore upgrade has been 
to realise that a major capital 
investment is long overdue.

“Not only is the foreshore a 
major safety hazard, it is now 
becoming an embarrassment at a 
time when we are trying to attract 
visitors and tourists to the area.

“They wouldn’t stand for this 

state of affairs at Terrigal and nor 
should local residents.

“We have one of the best 
coastal views and safest beaches 
yet the foreshore looks like a war 
zone.”

“The Chamber is calling on the 
Council to get on with job and put 
some serious money aside to fi x 
the problem along with the Ettalong 
Channel dredging,” Mr Wales said.

Source:
Media release, 20 Jan 2018
Matthew Wales, Peninsula 

Chamber of Commerce

Tie dredging to beach renourishment, 
says Chamber

Fencing and risk warnings around Ocean Beach surf club
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The NSW Government’s 
decision to spend nearly 
$250,000 to dredge the 
Entrance Channel is a slap 
in the face to Peninsula 
residents, according to the 
Member for Gosford, Ms 
Liesl Tesch.

Ms Tesch said the State 
Government continued to refuse to 
fund the “increasingly dangerous” 
Ettalong Channel.

She said it was another 
disastrous decision by an out-of-
touch and out-of-control Liberal 
Government.

“The Liberal Government has 
again let down the community and 
put politics ahead of people,” Ms 
Tesch said.

“In the Gosford electorate, 
we’ve had ferry services 
cancelled, commuters and visitors 
inconvenienced, and boat captains 
investigated over ferries becoming 
stuck on the ever growing sand 
bar.

“I’ve tabled petitions, I’ve 
asked Questions on Notice to 
Ministers, and I’ve made speeches 
in the Parliament calling on the 
Government for just this sort of 
funding in Ettalong, but that has 
obviously been ignored.

“We’ve been told over and over 

by the Liberal State Government 
that dredging is a matter for local 
councils and they wouldn’t be 
funding it, so it’s clear that the 
government must have ulterior 
motives in putting in $225,000 
for this project but ignoring the 
Gosford electorate.”

Ms Tesch said the funding 
announcement was not about 
solving a dredging issue but about 
pork barrelling marginal seats.

“Funding dredging in The 
Entrance Channel over Ettalong is 
a shameless political decision by a 
Government struggling to stay in 
power,” Ms Tesch said.

“This is just a desperate attempt 
to shore up Liberal Party support 
in a marginal seat ahead of an 
election due next year where they 
are facing plummeting community 
support.”

With “the community paying 
the price for government 
incompetence”, Ms Tesch said it 
was time to put the forgotten south 
back on the agenda.

“It’s time this government 
stopped their blatant pork-
barrelling and started paying 
attention to solving real issues in 
our communities.”

SOURCE:
Media release, 16 Jan 2018

Liesl Tesch, Member for Gosford

The Entrance dredging ‘a slap in the face’ - Tesch

Aerial view of the build up of sand in the Ettalong Channel by early December 2017
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The Peninsula’s pelican 
research and rescue service 
has called the summer of 
2017-18 the most traumatic 
and demanding in 19 years 
of rescuing.

Ms Wendy Gillespie from 
Pelican Research and Rescue said 
she treated three potentially lethal 
injuries from fi shing tackle in just 
two days in the week commencing 

January 6.
“This year and particularly 

this holiday has been the most 
traumatic and demanding in my 
19-plus years of rescue,” Ms 
Gillespie said.

“I have at least 12 tackle 
impacted pelicans still requiring 
rescue in one location,” Ms 
Gillespie said on January 14.

“Many other pelicans are sick 

and dying due to the unresolved 
storm water drain issue,” she said.

Ms Gillespie said she did 
believe there was “light at the 
end of the tunnel” as the NSW 
Government appeared to be taking 
greater interest in the plight of the 
local pelican colony.

SOURCE:
Media release, 14 Jan 2018

Wendy Gillespie, Pelican 
Research and Rescue

Pelican rescue season
‘most traumatic’

Women on the Peninsula 
have been invited become 
part of the council’s Status of 
Women Advisory Group.

Members of the Group will 
provide advice, advocate and raise 
awareness of issues that affect 
local women as well as promote 
local networks and events that 
celebrate women in the community.

Council’s Director of Connected 
Communities, Ms Julie Vaughan, 
said Council wants to empower 
and support local women.

“We want to see the Status of 
Women Advisory Group develop 
connections and networks as well 
as promote women in leadership 
positions,” Ms Vaughan said.

Six of the 15 councillors elected 
last September were women but 
none of those is from the Gosford 
West ward.

“The aim of the Group is to 
have them identify strategies to 
develop social, economic and 
personal leadership opportunities 
for women.

“We want the Group to comprise 
a diverse range of women who 
represent our community and can 
provide feedback to Council on 
how Council’s planning processes 

and actions can better support 
issues affecting women in our 
community.”

Mayor Cr Jane Smith said the 
Group would engage women and 
ensure their voices are heard.

“The Status of Women 
Advisory Group will work to foster 
participation from women to 
establish networks, create and 
participate in organised women’s 
events and promote a regional 
focus,” Mayor Smith said.

“In recent decades, women in 
Australia have made signifi cant 
strides towards achieving equality. 
It is important to take the time to 
refl ect on the progress and renew 
the efforts to bring about true 
equality.

“If you have a passion for 
empowering women, make sure 
you send in your Expression of 
Interest to be part of what will be a 
dynamic and exciting group.”

Expressions of Interest for the 
Status of Women Advisory Group 
opened on Tuesday, January and 
close at 5pm on Friday, February 
9.

SOURCE:
Media release, 24 Jan 2018

Julie Vaughan, Central 
Coast Council

Women invited to 
apply for advisory 
group positions

One of the three potentially lethal tackle injuries suffered by pelicans and treated by local vets over the holiday

Central Coast Council has 
lodged a development 
application with itself to 
create an exhibition space in 
Woy Woy library.

The site in Blackwall Road 
is zoned B2 Local Centre and 
planning controls allow internal 
alterations to the existing library.

Some of buildings on the site 
are listed as a local heritage item, 
but not the building that is the 
subject of thw application.

“The site is located on the 
northern side of Oval Ave, on 
the corner of its intersection with 
Blackwall Rd.

“It is a fl at parcel of land and is a 
rectangular shaped allotment.

“The proposed works will not 
impact on any of the existing 
services or trees located on site.

“The proposed works will only 
be within the rear library building 
located in the north western portion 
of the site, adjacent to the existing 
carpark.

“This building is a single storey 
building originally constructed in 
1938, with alterations including the 
current main library space being 
added in 2002.”

The application seeks approval 
for internal additions to create an 

exhibition space for local history 
memorabilia and a media room.

“The proposed works make 
no modifi cation to the external 
structure of the building but will 
include construction of internal 
partitioning and doorway.

“Modifi cations are proposed to 
the ramp entry to the space and 
associated stair and balustrade.”

According to the application, the 
advice of Council’s heritage offi cer 
was sought and no adverse impact 
on the heritage item found.

SOURCE:
Website, 24 Jan 2018

DA53682/2018, Gosford DA Tracker

Council lodges application 
with itself for library changes

Central Coast Council will 
hold an extra meeting on 

Monday, January 15, to 
appoint an interim general 
manager following the 
resignation of current chief 
Mr Brian Bell due to illness.

Under the Local Government 
Act, the Council’s governing body 
must appoint a person to be 
general manager.

The meeting will be held at the 
Wyong Council Chambers starting 
at 6.30pm.

The meeting will be open to the 
public and will be live-streamed.

A further meeting will be held 
to appoint an agency to undertake 
recruitment for a permanent 
general manager.

This process is expected to take 
at least three months. 

SOURCE:
Media release, 11 Jan 2018

Jane Smith, Central Coast Council

Council to appoint 
interim general 

manager
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The roundabout at the 
intersection of Rawson Rd 
and Ocean Beach Rd at Woy 
Woy needs to be replaced 
with traffi c lights, according 
to the Peninsula Chamber of 
Commerce.

“The government cannot 
continue to ignore this intersection 
which is at absolute capacity 
and a major choke points on 
Ocean Beach Rd,” said Chamber 
president Mr Matthew Wales.

“Duplicating the roundabout 
is not an option because of the 
service stations so we believe 
a signalised intersection will be 
necessary.

“The major congestion times are 
when traffi c is coming from Umina 
of a morning and from Gosford of 
an afternoon and that is amplifi ed 
during school times.

“You can almost guarantee at 
8am in the morning and from 3pm 
in the afternoon you will crawl 
through there.

“I don’t believe the State 
Government wants to put it as a 
priority because of the cost which 
is probably in the order of $20 
million.

“The RMS has told me it is not 
a priority.

“I don’t believe they understand 
just how critical these projects are 
and certainly, when the seat is not 
a marginal seat, it’s not a priority 
but they can’t keep ignoring it.

“It doesn’t matter which direction 

you go whether you go down 
Blackwall Rd or Ocean Beach Rd 
you cop the same thing.

“They are State roads but I 
believe the Council has a role in 
advocating for State and Federal 
funds.

“The Chamber of Commerce 
shouldn’t have to push this barrow 
and council play catch up especially 
when we’ve got a west ward and 
three of our own councillors who 
really should understand just how 
bad that intersection is.”

Mr Wales said the Chamber 
would also be asking questions 
about the promised design work 
for Blackwall Rd, Dunban Rd, 
Maitland Bay Dve and Woy Woy 
Rd.

“The NSW Government has 
done no work on their by-election 
promises to spend $35 million.

“This was in compensation for 

the Woy Woy underpass debacle 
but we are concerned there is very 
little information being provided 
about where these projects are at 
and we have no idea of what the 
timeline is.

“I don’t want to be sitting at the 
next state election and fi nd these 
projects are trotted out.

“They are all priority intersections 
and priority main roads and we 
supported these projects because 
they were on our list of priorities 
so it really is important that the 
State Government honours its 
commitments and has these roads 
and intersections investigated, 
designed and the works 
implemented.”

SOURCE:
Interview, 23 Jan 2018

Matthew Wales, Peninsula 
Chamber of Commerce

Reporter: Jackie Pearson

Traffi c lights needed at 
roundabout, says Chamber

lightsP
Peninsula Chamber of 
Commerce President, Mr 
Matthew Wales, said the 
Chamber was opposed to 
Central Coast Council’s 
decision to reduce the 
number of submission from 
50 to 15 for a development 
application to be referred to 
a Council meeting.

It is calling for the decision to be 
reversed.

“This is the last thing this council 
needs because it is simply going 
to choke up council meetings like 
the bad old days with development 
applications that have been 
referred to the meeting because 
of the number of objections,” Mr 
Wales said.

“The chamber’s view is that the 
staff should be able to undertake 
their jobs and merit assess these 
applications without having to 
constantly refer them to council 
meetings that adds weeks to the 
approval process,” he said.

“Further to that, any two 
councillors can request an 
application come back to a council 
meeting regardless of the number 
of objections if they feel that 
application needs to be debated.

“So, once again, we are seeing 
a slowdown in the process which is 
going to further impede the orderly 
development we need in this city 

when we can’t even meet our 
current housing requirements.

“If it is a set of units, for instance, 
and it gets more than 15 objections, 
which is not diffi cult, then that set 
of villas or townhouses goes to a 
council meeting and that adds a 
month to the approval process.

“We have found from experience 
that a lot of the submissions that 
are made are not well founded and 
it is a requirement of the staff to 
consider only those objections that 
have a sound planning basis.

“But in this case, just because 
you don’t like something, that sort 
of objection should not carry the 
same weight as an objection due 
to non-compliance.

“I was happy with the 50 
submissions because councillors 
always had the right to call an 
application up anyway so I thought 
that was reasonable, knowing 
there was an ability to refer a 
matter.”

“This is not the time for us to be 
throwing additional hurdles in front 
of a development.

“We are better and cleverer than 
that and the staff are eminently 
qualifi ed to make merit based 
decision,” Mr Wales said.

SOURCE:
Interview, 11 Jan 2018

Matthew Wales, Peninsula 
Chamber of Commerce

Reporter: Jackie Pearson

Chamber opposes 
lower submission 

threshold

A meeting of Central 
Coast Council has been 
rescheduled for Monday, 
January 29.

Originally, it was to be held on 
Tuesday, January 23.

It is understood the meeting 
has been called to deal with the 
recruitment of a permanent general 

manager.
As of Wednesday, January 

24, the business papers for the 
meeting were not available online.

The meeting will be held in the 
Gosford Chamber at 49 Mann St 
from 6:30pm.

SOURCE:
Website, 23 Jan 2018

Central Coast Council

Council meeting 
rescheduled
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Imagine if it was a 
message

about your business.
What would it cost to get your message out to that What would it cost to get your message out to that 

many people using any other medium?many people using any other medium?
Don’t be fooled by the hype, advertising in this Don’t be fooled by the hype, advertising in this 

newspaper is by far much better value for money than newspaper is by far much better value for money than 
any other medium.any other medium.

Not only does it have the reach and readership Not only does it have the reach and readership 
within the area it covers, but readers can keep the within the area it covers, but readers can keep the 
advertisement and refer to it as often as they wish.advertisement and refer to it as often as they wish.

Call 4325 7369 to see Call 4325 7369 to see 
how inexpensive it is.how inexpensive it is.

If you’re reading this, so could 
up to 150,000 other people
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coastcommunitynews.com.au

CENTRAL 
COAST

The farm of Brisbane Water 
Secondary College, Umina 
Campus, has taken delivery 
of a donated new cattle truck, 
which has already been put 

to use for recent agricultural 
shows.

The truck, complete with 
a purpose built cage to carry 
livestock and feed to country 
shows and events, cost more than 

$80,000.
The project which took 12 

months to complete, was initiated 
during a casual conversation 
between the school principal and 
a member of the Rotary Club 
of Umina Beach, at the annual 
AgFarm Barbecue, according to 
Rotarian Mr Ben Croft.

At recent country shows, the 
school has won major awards, with 
the new truck being a major factor 
in transporting competing cattle 
and feed to these events.

The new vehicle, donated by the 
Ettalong Beach Branch of Bendigo 
Community Bank, also attracted 
the interest of the other competing 
schools .

Source:
Newsletter, 15 Jan 2018

Ben Croft, Umina Beach Rotary

Donated truck already 
put to use

The diesel truck

Improving transport and 
infrastructure for Peninsula 
residents will be one of the 
Member for Gosford, Ms Liesl 
Tesch’s main priorities for 
2018, she has told Peninsula 
News.

Ms Tesch said she was currently 
working on a submission on the 
need to increase commuter car 
parking in Woy Woy.

“I need to be planning ahead 
past the March 2019 election,” 
she said, based on confi rmation 
that she will be Labor’s candidate 
to recontest the seat in the NSW 
state election in March 2019.

“It will be really tough from a 
government perspective because 
we may need to put additional 
layers on the Woy Woy commuter 
car park.”

She said there was “a plan to 
transform some of those layers 
into apartments because at some 
time in the future it will be cheaper 
to have automated vehicles”.

“By 8am, there is currently a 
radius that is full of cars parked 
around Woy Woy station in untimed 
spaces.

“Many of them have a very long 
walk from where they are able to 
fi nd a park to get to the station.

“Then we have the Mayor of 
Hornsby berating them because 
they drive and park in Asquith or 
Berowra,” she said.

Another part of her transport 
proposals will be to fi x what she 
considers to be the “broken” train 
system.

“Western Sydney has been 
given a lot more trains but we have 
been given a couple of new trains 
but no increase in the number of 
services,” she said.

“The lead time for a train 
timetable change is 18 months 
so once we win government it will 
take 18 months to do the planning 
on the train line that is already at 
capacity.

“Then we will need to fi x the 
North Shore line that has tracks 
that will not be suitable for our 
trains.”

She also said she was looking 
into the adequacy of bus services 
to and from the Peninsula and 
exploring whether there needed 
to be express buses between train 
stations so commuters were less 
dependent on their cars and on 
commuter parking.

SOURCE:
Interview, 23 Jan 2018

Liesl Tesch, Member for Gosford
Reporter: Jackie Pearson

Tesch looks at 
transport issues

Mary Mac’s Place at Woy 
Woy received 11 trolley loads 
of groceries and $565 cash 
from the latest fund raising 
efforts of the Rotary Club of 
Umina Beach.

The Umina Rotary Club 
organised the fund raising activity 
in conjunction with a Umina 
supermarket.

Volunteers were on hand during 
the weekend before Christmas to 
collect donations of food, toiletries 
and money from generous local 
shoppers.

The donations enabled Mary 

Mac’s to continue to feed up to 90 
disadvantaged people each week 
and to put together Christmas 
hampers for the needy.

Rotarian Mr Ian Johnson 
delivered the equivalent of 11 
trolley loads and the cash to Mary 
Mac’s before Christmas.

“It was wonderful to have the 
support of Aldi and to see the 
fantastic local community spirit 
supporting such a worthwhile 
cause,” said club president Mr 
Mike Curley.

SOURCE:
Newsletter, 5 Jan 2018

Mike Curley, Rotary Club of Umina

Mary Mac’s receives 
Rotary donations
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Transport NSW workers have announced 
that they will stop work for 24 hours from 
12.01am

NSW Liberal Upper House MP and 
Parliamentary Secretary for the Central 
Coast and the Hunter, Mr Scot MacDonald, 
says he “apologises to commuters and 
train users who were impacted by delays 
and disruptions to the services on January 

The new train timetable is a disaster for 
the commuters of the Gosford electorate, 
according to its State member, Ms Liesl 
Tesch.

Other Regional News - In brief
Peninsula News focuses on 
news specifi cally relating to 
post code areas 2256 and 
2257. Given the advent of the 
new Central Coast Council, 
following is a summary of the 
fi rst 9 news articles published 

in the most recent edition of 
each of our sister Central Coast 
publications. The full articles and 
more, as well as all previously 
published editions, can be 
seen on line on our website 
www.peninsulanews.info and 

on  www.centralcoastnews.
net Copies of these other 
publications may be obtained 
from our offi ces in Gosford, by 
subscription, or from a myriad of 
locations in the areas covered 
by each publication.

The full articles and more can be seen on line on our website www.centralcoastnews.net Coast Community News focusses on news specifi cally related 
to post code areas 2250, 2251, 2260 and articles can also be read and shared on your mobile phone by going to www.coastcommunitynews.com.au.

Wyong Regional Chronicle focuses on news specifi cally relating to post code areas 2258, 2259, 2261, 2262, 
& 2263. The full articles and more can be seen on our website www.centralcoastnews.net

p y
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Coal mine approved despite risk to 
Coast’s drinking water supply

Train strike planned for January 29

Central Coast land values increase 
by 14.6 per cent

Fireworks display makes 
international news

Additional capacity expected to resolve 
train delay problems

Rescission Motion on DA objections 
being reduced issued

Regional performing arts centre 
to be a priority for 2018

New train timetable labelled a disaster

Legislative Councillor enters 
number of objections debate

The Planning Assessment Commission 
has granted consent to the Wallarah 2 
underground coal mine west of Wyong, 
subject to conditions, despite admitting 
that the location is sensitive to the Central 
Coast’s drinking water supply.

New data from the NSW Valuer General 
shows a 14.6 per cent increase in land 
value for the Central Coast.

Terrigal made international news on New 
Year’s Eve after the fi rst fi reworks display 
held at the popular seaside village in 17 
years malfunctioned.

Central Coast Councillor, Greg Best, has 
issued a Rescission Motion in relation to 
the Development Application objections 
being reduced to 15 from 50.

The Member for Gosford and the Deputy 
Mayor have both greeted the New Year 
with a renewed resolve to fi  ght for a 
regional performing arts centre on the 
Gosford waterfront.

Member of the Legislative Council, Mr 
Taylor Martin, is calling on the Central 
Coast Council to reverse its decision which 
would see only 15 objections needed to 
be received for a Development Application 
(DA) to be automatically reviewed by 

Your independent community newspaper - Ph: 4325 7369

Issue 133
January 23, 2018

Representatives from Wallarah 2 and 
Wyong Coal had, at the time of going to 
press, not responded to questions from 
the Wyong Regional Chronicle following 
the controversial decision by the Planning 
Assessment Commission to recommend 

Wallarah 2 Coal Project outlined the 
project’s history on its website:

Central Coast Council has expressed 
its disappointment that the NSW 
Planning Assessment Commission has 
recommended approval of the Wallarah 2 
longwall coal mine.

Coal mine approval recommended to 
Minister despite risk to drinking water

Wyong Coal to invest over $800m in 
initial project development

Use of public land for research for 
public benefi  t to be promoted

Everywhere longwall coal mining goes beneath a 
riverine system, the riverine system is destroyed – 

Australia Coal Alliance

Wallarah 2 Timeline

Norah Head Village Centre Masterplan 
adopted

Harris calls on Premier to stop coal 
mine

Council and politicians express 
concern over water supply

Public comment sought

The Planning Assessment Commission 
has recommended consent to the Minister 
for the Wallarah 2 underground coal mine, 
subject to conditions, despite admitting 
that the location is sensitive to the Central 
Coast’s drinking water supply.

Central Coast Mayor, Jane Smith, has 
called on her fellow Councillors to actively 
promote opportunities for research for 
public benefi t to be undertaken on public 
land owned by Council.

The fi ght is not over to stop the Wallarah 
2 coal mine, even though the NSW 
Planning Assessment Commission (PAC) 
recommended, on January 18, that the 
revised mine development application be 
approved by NSW Minister for Planning, 

Central Coast Council has adopted the 
Norah Head Village Centre Masterplan, 
which will guide public domain 
improvement works in the Village Centre 
as one of the key actions of the Toukley 
Planning Strategy.

Shadow Minister for the Central Coast, 
Mr David Harris MP, has called on NSW 
Premier, Gladys Berejiklian, to “step up 
and deliver on the Liberal’s commitment 
to stop the Wallarah 2 underground coal 
mine”.

An application for a two-stage, seven-lot 
subdivision at 225 Johns Rd, Wadalba, will 
be advertised for public comment from 
January 25.

THE GRAND PAVILION

Ettalong Beach
4341 7234

46 Picnic Parade, Ettalong Beach, NSW

Lunch: 11:30 – 2:00pm (Mon – Sun)
Dinner: 5:00 – 10:00pm (Sun – Thur)

Dinner: 5:00 – 10:30pm (Fri – Sat)

Member for Gosford Ms 
Liesl Tesch has said she was 
pleased with the support for 
the Summer Youthfest held 
near the skate park at Umina 
oval on January 25.

“The event had a great response 
from community organisations,” 
Ms Tesch said, mentioning the 
Umina PCYC and Regional Youth 
Support Services as two of the 
many community services who 
supported the event.

The Rotary Club of Woy Woy 
offered to run the barbecue as its 
fi rst community service activity for 
2018.

Ms Tesch said the festival 
was a great opportunity for local 
young people to connect with their 
community.

SOURCES:
Interview, 23 Jan 2018

Liesl Tesch, Member for Gosford
Newsletter, 21 Jan 2018

Russell Grove, Rotary 
Club of Woy Woy

Reporter: Jackie Pearson

Tesch pleased 
with support for 

youth festival
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THINKING OF SELLING?
List and Sell your 
property through 
us, mention this 
ad and we will 

rebate $500 upon 
settlement !!

Quick response, Quick turn around, 
Service and Civility!

Licensed Real Estate Agent, 
Stock Station Agent, Auctioneer

4339 7644 - lois@loisjonesrealestate.com

FREE MARKET APPRASIAL - OBLIGATION FREE

Back in May, Central Coast 
Council announced it would 
conduct a survey of residents 
requesting information about 
the worst roads and biggest 
potholes in the area.

Having had experience of both 
the old and the new Councils over 
30 years, I was a little sceptical and 
said so in your May 15 edition 419.

I suggested that this was nothing 
more than a stalling exercise to 
buy time, that nothing was going 
to happen and we would continue 
to have the worst roads and the 
biggest potholes in NSW.

Some friends said I was being 
harsh and to give the new mob a 
chance.

Well, they have had nine months 
and we have heard nothing and we 
have seen very little action.

Unfortunately, I was not included 

in the survey, so was unable to 
give my two bob’s worth but surely 
anyone who drives along Blackwall 
Rd from Victoria St to the railway 
station can feel the pitiful condition 
it is in.

This is not some little back 

street but the main thoroughfare of 
our town and is used by thousands 
every day to go to work, go 
shopping, visit fi nancial institutions 
or just enjoy a cup of coffee and a 
chat with a friend.

One wonders what visitors to 
Woy Woy think as they thump and 
bump their way over this goat-
track.

We have pride in our town and 
this is the welcome we have for 
them.

First impressions are lasting 
impressions.

Would it “spoil some vast 
eternal plan” if one night workers 
descended from on high and 
resurfaced it.

I know a lot of people would be 
very happy not to have their car 
being damaged, if this were done.

Email, 22 Jan 2018
Fred Charles, Woy Woy

Would road repairs spoil 
‘vast eternal plan’?

It could be so valuable for 
many if we could to drum 
up some interest in this 
“accessible destination” 
concept.

It seems to me, a team of people 
who want to make a difference in a 
meaningful way could get together 
and do this.

This isn’t only about elderly 
folks. This about providing 
opportunities for people of all ages.

The time is right.
I have written to the Member 

for Gosford, Ms Liesl Tesch, to 
encourage her involvement.

Prior to moving to the Coast, I 

was involved in local government 
as an independent councillor with 
the City of Sydney (2004-2012).

Among other interests, I worked 
with a committed group of people 
with disabilities, we provided 
advice to Council on Disability/
Accessibility matters.

I am still interested in 
community issues and recently 
spent many months contributing to 
the Community Plan Central Coast 
document.

Certain business people on the 

Peninsula are looking at ways to 
increase their income.

I was approached to contribute 
to their discussions.

I said we, the Peninsula, need to 
be a unique destination for tourists 
and suggested promoting our area 
as highly accessible for all ages.

To do so we would need to 
include better accommodation; 
specifi c adventurous opportunities 
for young people; easy access to 
national parks.

I would be interested to hear 
from others about this concept.

Email, 20 Jan 2018
Marcelle Hoff, Ettalong

Make the Peninsula 
accessible to all ages

The Woy Woy Town Centre 
Masterplan (PN 436, January 
15) should be brought 
forward to 2018 for public 
comment while Cr Jane 
Smith is the mayor.

The mayor’s comments in 
the Coast Community News 
(December 14) regarding future 
development of the Gosford CBD 
also apply to the Woy Woy Town 
Centre.

The mayor’s interest in strategic 
planning should also include Woy 
Woy town centre.

Matthew Wales considers that 
key stakeholders namely, property 
owners, local professionals and 
business people, will provide 
representation from the business 
community based on investment.

I believe everyone using the 
facilities in and around the Woy 
Woy town centre is a stakeholder 
including commuters and 
motorists.

Matthew Wales underrates 
the importance of the rail hub’s 
proximity to the town centre and 
future increases of commuters 
with the inevitable redesign of the 
interchange.

Strategic planning is needed, 
not lobbying by “key stakeholders” 
and the Peninsula Chamber of 
Commerce.

Similar to the Gosford CBD, Woy 
Woy renewal provides challenges.

Letter, 18 Jan 2018
Norman Harris, Umina

Everyone is a 
Woy Woy town 

centre stakeholder

Matthew Wales has already 
decided that the Woy Woy 
Master Plan (possibly to 
be sighted some time in 
2020, if the Council’s not-
to-be-relied-on schedule 
has any meaning at all) 
should concentrate on 
“residential accommodation 
that complements the retail 
and commercial base” 
(“Encourage development in 
Woy Woy, says Chamber”, 
PN edition 436, Jan 15).

This extraordinary degree of 
insight into a planning process 
that hasn’t even been commenced 
yet perhaps matches Mr Wales’s 
enthusiasms for other arbitrarily 
chosen planning directions (eg 
the Bangalow St Wharf) that are 
arrived at without any framework 
of analysis or consideration of 
options.

I could equally assert that 
the Woy Woy Master Plan 
should concentrate on achieving 
a dynamic and varied high-
density residential precinct, with 

whatever limited supporting retail 
and commercial development is 
appropriate, and have just as much 
chance as (I think more chance 
than) Mr Wales of being right.

It goes without saying that the 
present Woy Woy centre is a mess 
and that it isn’t likely our Council 
is going to make much of an 
improvement of it, given the record 
in other cases.

Why it should take until 2020 to 
arrive at whatever end-point the 
Council has in mind is baffl ing, 
but let us hope that the process 
involves more than “property 
owners, local professionals 
and business people” who are, 
apparently, the only ones Mr Wales 
thinks are worth consulting.

There are other people in Woy 
Woy, and we should all have the 
same opportunity to participate 
in whatever decisions are to be 
taken.

Email, 16 Jan 2018
Bruce Hyland, Woy Woy.

We should all 
have the opportunity 

to participate
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WAR MEMORABILIA WANTED

Housing affordability is a hot 
topic.

It is a massive problem in 
Australia, particularly in Sydney 
which now ranks number two in 
the world for unaffordability with 
average house prices 13 times 
average gross household incomes.

Hong Kong is the most 
unaffordable, then Sydney and 
then Los Angeles in the latest 
report published by global analysts 
Demograhia and reported by the 
ABC.

Hong Kong gets a score of 29, 
Sydney 13 and Los Angeles 9.

New York is down at six.
What this means is that it would 

take a fi rst time buyer in Sydney 
almost 10 years to save for a 20 
per cent deposit if they spent 40 
per cent of their net income on 
savings alone.

Itʼs unsustainable and the 
picture with units is not that much 
better.

So what about the Peninsula?
Is housing more affordable 

here?
Well it isnʼt.
The Peninsulaʼs affordability 

index is just the same as Sydneyʼs.
Itʼs 13 and this is based on 

reliable data, not hearsay.
It uses the latest Bureau of 

Statistics data and data from 
realestate.com.au based on actual 
purchases.

It’s not an opinion poll.
Look at it like this.
The whole Peninsula of Woy 

Woy, Blackwall, Ettalong, Booker 

Bay and Umina ranks at the top of 
the global hot list of unaffordable 
housing.

Forget the real estate hype. 
This is a real crisis.

The problem is twofold.
Yes, the rising prices of housing 

play their part but so too does the 
very low level income levels on the 
Peninsula.

How can you afford to buy a 
$720,000 house if your household 
income before tax is about $60,000 
a year?

How can you pay close on 
$20,000 or more a year on rent if 
your household income after tax is 
less than $50,000 a year?

Interest rate increases are 
around the corner.

The problem will get worse.
But some talk about rising 

house prices with pride: “Look at 
what my place is worth now”.

While others, especially 
younger people, talk about it with 
despair.

The Peninsula has a massive 
housing affordability problem and 
it wonʼt go away.

If we ignore it, it will only get 
worse.

There are solutions but these 
require a clear rethink on what we 
want the Peninsula to be.

It’s a fabulous part of Australia 
but a door, once open, is now 
shutting for far too many.

Email, 23 Jan 2018
David Keig, Umina

Peninsula housing 
affordability problem 

won’t go away I spat the dummy after 
reading the last Peninsula 
News (Edition 436, January 
15).

It seems there are people who 
would like to see our rates used to 
clean the sand from the Esplanade.

Perhaps they are newcomers 
and haven’t seen the innumerable 
letters published in this paper, 
about this very matter.

The truth is that this sand is 
largely there due to the ignorance 
and greed of some locals.

I have worked on the dunes as 
a volunteer since the group fi rst 
started in 2000.

When an old house went on 
the market we knew that the next 
time we arrived, we would fi nd 
poisoned or cut down banksias 
and leptospermums.

We have given talks. We have 
done letter box drops and we 
have beseeched Council to put up 
hoardings, to deprive the culprits 
of their required view, as is done 
in other jurisdictions, such as 
Woollahra in the Eastern Suburbs, 
but to no avail.

Our dunes were never a high 
dune system, such as you will fi nd 
at Budgewoi, but were small, rolling 
ridges of sand which went back to 
the unique Umina Sandplain.

Due I suppose to ignorance, 
these dunes were built on and so 
little room was left for the sand on 
the beach to move around, to build 
and re-build, which is the normal 
work of beaches.

Our Peninsula beaches have 
been confi ned. Many mistakes 
have been made, like the placing 
of rocks near the boat ramp, the 

building of groynes at Lance Web 
Reserve and the straight walkways 
which were just wind tunnels of 
sand.

Our Peninsula Beaches are 
completely unnatural.

They are raked at the Umina 
end, in order that visitors may have 
a clean beach, but which deprives 
visitors, especially children, of 
learning about the wonders of a 
natural beach.

I have often wondered why we 
don’t just build an artifi cial beach 
right in town, at Woy Woy, near the 
station.

If you look carefully you will 
notice that little hills of sand build 
up, even around the smallest of 
dune plants.

This happens even more so 
with the taller shrubs, which spread 
their branches and protect the 
smaller plants from the abrasive 
actions of this sand.

Carpobrotus glaucescens or 
pig face, growing valiantly on 
the large sand bags, may look 

beautiful especially when in fl ower 
but it, together with scaevola 
calendulacea usually grow in the 
swales, or dips between the ridges.

There are only a few different 
species of plants on dunes, due 
to the harsh conditions at a beach 
with sun, salt and sand: such 
severe conditions as experienced 
the weekend before last, when the 
only visitors to Ocean Beach were 
kite surfers.

So, the present dune system 
on the Peninsula is manmade and 
therefore any problems are due to 
human intervention.

We are not allowed to plant 
any replacement banksias or 
leptospermums, because we fear 
for their lives and we must not 
impact on people’s views.

Many people, just like the 
residents at Collaroy, believe that 
a sea wall is the answer to the 
erosion problems at the end of 
Barrenjoey Rd.

They seem unaware that a wall 
just makes for other problems as 
seen in examples around the world 
or in Australia, at the Bowling Club 
at Kingscliff, NSW.

You might notice the erosion at 
either end of the sand bags.

If left, the sand bags would 
become an island.

There are no taller shrubs here, 
in the extreme wind tunnel created 
by Barrenjoey Rd.

Australia Day has just passed, 
so perhaps we could think and 
learn now about the real Australia, 
which is disappearing from beneath 
our feet or before our eyes.

Email, 24 Jan 2018
Margaret Lund, Umina

Our beaches are
completely unnatural

Mr Van Davy is drawing 
the long bow a bit in his 
ambitions for the Council’s 
Strategic Plan (“Open 
letter sent to Central Coast 
Council”, PN edition 436, Jan 
15).

For instance, it is expecting 
a lot that a Council that cannot 
even fi x potholes would be able to 
exercise control over “legal wage 
rate payments and non-sexist, 
non-discriminatory work practices 
throughout the Central Coast”, 

to mention just one item in the 
Community Plan Central Coast’s 
(CCPC) list of goals.

I think that the CPCC might 
be better advised to limit its 
concerns to the main issues that 
galvanise local attention: housing, 
infrastructure, transportation, 
environment and not diffuse its 
efforts over so broad a plane that 
it is ineffective at all points.

It was my criticism of the 

original CPCC manifesto that it 
incorporated too many issues of 
widely diversifi ed importance and 
failed to arrange them in a coherent 
understandable framework that 
demonstrated the connection 
between them.

It would be a pity if an effort 
so commendable should come to 
nothing because it opens up too 
many avenues of criticism and fails 
to focus on the politically possible.

Email, 16 Jan 2018
Bruce Hyland, Woy Woy.

A pity if commendable 
community plan came to nothing
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(02) 4357 8444
www.ccmow.com.au

Delicious Meals  Free Delivery 
Social Support

Proudly catering to the
Central Coast community
for almost 50 years.

Sponsored by

PENINSULA PODIATRY 
@ 7 VIDLER AVENUE, WOY WOY

FOR GENERAL PODIATRY TREATMENTS - DIABETIC 
FOOT MANAGEMENT - NEUROLOGICAL / VASCULAR 

TESTING - ASSESSMENT DIAGNOSIS & TREATMENT OF 
TOENAILS, CORNS, CALLUS, AND WARTS - LOWER LIMB 

ASSESSMENTS - BIOMECHANICAL & GAIT ANALYSIS 
- PAEDIATRICS (CHILDREN) FOOTWEAR ASSESSMENT 

ORTHOTIC CONSULTATION and FALLS PREVENTION

WE ARE MEDICARE & DVA APPROVED - PRIVATE FUNDS 
WELCOME - PENSIONER DISCOUNT - HOME VISITS ON REQUEST

PLEASE PHONE THE CLINIC 4339 5501 / 0419 144 840
CAROLYN LENTHALL B.POD 0419 144 840

Woy Woy Bowling Club is 
holding a special celebration 
in honour of local man, Mr 
Felix Seady, from 12pm on 
Sunday, February 4.

Mr Seady has been a member of 
the club for over 20 years and has 
just recently celebrated his 100th 
birthday.

Mr Seady is a World War II 
veteran who escaped a German 
prisoner-of-war camp.

Following his escape, he was 
able to pass along vital intelligence 
to the British Forces which saw him 
receive a special mention from King 
George VI.

Member for Robertson Ms 
Lucy Wicks is seeking a special 
congratulation for Mr Seady from 
the Queen.

Mr Seady has refl ected on his 
long life in a letter to the Peninsula 
News.

“I was born in a small town, 
Uitenhage, in the Eastern Cape of 
South Africa, just inland near Port 
Elizabeth on the January 19, 1918.

“When the Second World War 
was declared I joined a unit of the 
South African Engineers named the 
2nd Field Company.

“We were trained in the use of 
explosives, particularly land mines, 
used to destroy tanks and heavy 
vehicles.

“We were shipped to Egypt and 
became involved in desert warfare 
immediately.

“On my birthday in 1942, I had a 
narrow escape from being blown up 
by a German Springer Mine.

“This mine is buried deeper. 
It fi res a charge into the base of 
the mine which blasts it out of the 
ground like a missile that explodes 
above the ground, killing everyone 
nearby,” Mr Seady recalled.

“In my case, the secondary fuse 
failed. My guardian angel must 
have been sitting on it.

“One of our major operations 
was the capture of a fortress town 

called Bardia, on the coast near 
Tibruk.

“It was very similar to the famous 
Tobruk with minefi elds and barbed 
wire etc.

“I was in command of one team 
of 12 sappers.

“My title was Sapper Sergeant,” 
he continued.

“We went in before dawn under 
a barrage of artillery, occasionally a 
shell would land short. It was hair 
raising.

“We destroyed the mines with 
an explosive mat and cleared the 
barbed wire with four explosive 
torpedos.

“We made these ourselves, 
using a four-inch water pipe stuffed 
with TNT explosive, four meters 
long.

“They were called Bangalore 
Torpedos.

“They were pushed through 
the barbed wire, about two metres 
apart and detonated.

“The barbed wire was actually 
disintegrated.

“Our tanks and trucks poured 
through the gaps and within two 
days the enemy surrendered.

“I was honoured by the British 
King for my participation in this 
action and awarded a Mention in 
Dispatches.

“We were in a defence line at 
Gazala, just west of Tobruk, when 
Rommel attacked us by going deep 
into the desert.

“I was left behind with six 
Sappers to destroy the pass at the 
top of the defence line.

“Unfortunately, once we had 
done that, the Rommel tanks had 
cut off our escape route and we 
were the only prisoners-of-war of 
our company, housed at Stalag IV 
in Germany, just south of Hamburg.

“We were privileged to witness 
the 1000 bomber raids over 
Germany.

“The American Airforce by day 
and the RAF by night.

“It was diffi cult to realise that 

1000 bombers occupied the sky 
from horizon to horizon and it went 
on without stop for 24 hours.

“Of course, the daylight bombers 
were spectacular with their vapour 
trails.

“These bombers certainly 
caused the German Army to put an 
end to the confl ict,” Mr Seady said.

Mr Seady also refl ected on 
his time imprisoned at Scheissen 
Block.

“Our toilet at Stalag IV consisted 
of a concrete tank about 20 metres 
by10 metres by four metres high.

“The top was covered with wood 
with rows of rectangular holes for 
us to use.

“No roof nor walls.
“The contents of this concrete 

tank were pumped by hand into a 
tank on wheels drawn by a cow.

“The odorous and messy 
operation was done by a squad of 
fi ve Russian POW’s.

“The contents were sprayed 
outside the Stalag on a vegetable 
farm

“The vegetables seemed to 
thrive on the organic fertilizer.

“Our food was a soup and the 
vegetables were from the farm.

“Very tasty,” he joked.
“Early in 1945, we heard that we 

were going to be moved northwards 
to the Baltic Coast.

“What’s more, there would be no 
transport. We would be walking.

“That was the fi nal straw.
“Another South African POW 

was a good friend said to me, that 
we must escape on the march and 
I agreed.

“It would be dangerous because 
we would be shot if we failed.

“Then God stepped in with a 
better plan.

“The Stalag consisted of three 
compounds each housing a few 
thousand POW’s.

“We were to be evacuated one 
compound a day.

“We were in number three 
compound and would be the last.

“We watched the evacuation of 
compounds one and two.

“After these were completed, 
the dogs were brought in during the 
evening into compounds one and 
two and checked for escapees, then 
again checked the next morning,” 
Mr Seady said.

“When night fell, we dug a small 
trench under the single fence 
between compounds two and three.

“We slid through easily, being 
sleek and thin.

“We fi lled in the evacuation and 
smoothed over the earth.

“We then dug a small trench 
under a selected bungalow; the 
bungalows were two feet above the 
ground to prevent tunnelling.

“Then our secret weapon, anti-
lice powder.

“The Germans gave us this vile 
smelling powder to kill body lice, 
which was bearable.

“Most POWS never used the 
powder, they preferred the lice so 
there was plenty of lice powder 
available.

“We sprinkled copious amounts 
of lice powder under the bungalow.

“When they brought the dogs in, 
the dogs would not go under into 
the lice powder as we lay in our 
shallow trench in the middle under 
the bungalow.

“The same happened the next 
morning with the dogs.

“We laid the powder under the 
bungalow until that night.

“Then we set out westwards 
toward the invasion forces.

“We were lucky to come across 
a storehouse with some food and 
we never moved in the day until we 
noticed some British tanks on the 
road.

“We called to them in English 
and they responded.

“We came out of hiding, with our 
hands in the air.

“They made such a fuss of us 
and radioed for a transport.

“We told them there were no 
German armoured vehicles in the 
area and we were then transported 
in a jeep to a nearby airport, and 
then fl own to England.

“After a few weeks we were fl own 

to South Africa in an old Dakota.
“It took fi ve days, then home,” Mr 

Seady recalled.
“The army gave me leave, 

pending demobilisation, and I 
slowly returned to normal.

“On demobilisation, I went 
back to work for the South African 
Railways, who had kept my job 
open, but with a difference.

“I had been promoted as a 
draughtsman in the Chief Engineers 
Head Offi ce in Pretoria.

“I continued my studies, part time 
at night at the Technical College and 
eventually obtained an Engineering 
Diploma and a Technical Teachers 
Certifi cate.

“I had applied for a grant to 
attend University, but to no avail.

“The National Party won the 
1948 elections and South African 
ex-servicemen were not the fl avour 
of the decade.

“Even before the Nationals got 
in, we received no help whatsoever.

“So ended my war experiences, 
which played a major part in my life.

“So many of us went to war, 
experienced traumatic episodes 
and came back quite different 
people.

“I still keep up membership in 
ex-service organisations and enjoy 
our regular get togethers where we 
share memories of those times.

“Writing this account was mainly 
for my family, but it has made me 
realise that fellow ex-servicemen 
would also enjoy sharing this 
narrative,” Mr Seady concluded.

SOURCE:
Media release, 12 Jan 2018

Anne Jenkins, Woy Woy 
Bowling Club

Bowling club to celebrate 
100-year-old ex-serviceman

A local registered club 
has been promoting a 
new responsible drinking 
campaign in the lead-up to 
Australia Day.

According to Club Umina, 
the Club promoted Roads and 

Registered 
club promotes 

responsible 
drinking

Maritime Services’ anti-drink 
driving campaign, Plan B, said club 
manager Mr Paddy Quigg.

“Plan B promotes a clear 
message to patrons and the local 
and broader communities for 
the need to actively consider an 
alternative way home when out 
drinking with family and friends,” 
he said.

“All bar staff of Club Umina 
exchanged their traditional club 
uniform for black t-shirts with the 
message ‘RBT means you need 
a Plan B’ and actively promote the 
message to patrons face to face 
and with the aid of social media.

“The Club intends to stage and 
promote such events throughout 
2018 as a clear message that 
Club Umina does not promote or 
condone drink driving,” he said.

SOURCE:
Media release, 23 Jan 2018
Paddy Quigg, Club Umina
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 INTEREST ON PAYMENT PLANS

Dr. Meena Gambhir Dr. Namita Mehta

$1,000 Free Dental 
Care for children age 
2 to 17 - Ask us for 

the Details

0%

Are You Looking For An Experienced, 
Affordable & Gentle Dentist For Your Family?

General Dentistry Cosmetic Dentistry Implant Dentistry Laser Dentistry Children’s Dentistry

A whiter brighter Smile in one hour PHILIPS Zoom White
speed in chair teeth whitening special - only $595 (normally $950)

Free Assessment for dental implant.
• single tooth replacement • full mouth rehabilitation over 4-6 implants • implant supported dentures

PORCELAIN VENEERS     |     FREE CONSULTATION     |     INVISALIGNPORCELAIN VENEERS     |     FREE CONSULTATION     |     INVISALIGN

 L il fa et l in ne eD  We provide reasons to smileWe provide reasons to smile
Gosford
Bondi

Saturday Appointments Available - We accept Veteran’s Affairs patients
Shop 1, 201 Mann Street, Opposite Gosford Train Station, Gosford 2250

gosford@dentallifeline.com.au | www.dentallifeline.com.au

Exam and Clean appointment for Private Dental Health 
Insurance patients. Not with a Health Fund? NO GAP

Just pay $179 Includes FREE Xrays worth $160 The 60 minute appointment includes:
Full Comprehensive Exam, Clean and Polish, OPG X-rays, Treatment Planning and Fluoride

NEW YEAR 
NEW SMILE 
SPECIALS 
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A. Wegner
DENTURE CLINIC
30 YEARS IN BUSINESS

HAVING 
DIFFICULTIES WITH 
YOUR DENTURES?

www.wegnerdentureclinic.com.au

All Dentures, Repairs & Relines

After Hours & Weekend Appointments Available

DVA Patients & Health Fund Accredited 

Off Street Parking & Wheelchair Access

No Referral Needed

66 Ocean Beach Road, Woy Woy66 Ocean Beach Road, Woy Woy

4341 8888

LOCALLY OWNED AND LOCALLY MANUFACTURED

Mention this Ad 
for your FREE 
consultation!

UMINAUMINA
South Street Dental

Teeth for Life

Cosmetic Smiles

Teeth Whitening

Children and Adults

Complex Reconstruction

Implants

Dentures

Medicare Vouchers / Teen Vouchers welcome
Veterans’ Affairs welcome

HICAPS, EFTPOS and major 
Credit Cards Accepted

Accessible ground fl oor access 
with plenty of parking

Mario Reznik
BDS - 1st Class Honours (Syd)

Dip, Clinical Dentistry-Oral Implants (Syd)

Dental Surgeon

Umina Beach

52 South Street Umina Beach

4344  6699

ALAN
WIGNEY
PODIATRY

Why pay for 
treatment? 

We offer 
100% BULK BILLING

336 Trafalgar Ave, Umina

For all EPC Plans
Remember to ask specifi cally 
for Alan Wigney when having 

your care plan done.
We also do DVA and 
Pensioner Discounts!

For all aspects of podiatry,
call us on 

4341 4704

Intellectual Disability Rights 
Service is seeking volunteers 
to help provide support 
for people with intellectual 

disabilities attending Woy 
Woy courthouse.

“The Service could not operate 
without volunteer support,” said 
outreach offi cer Ms Jacqui Gunst.

“Justice Support volunteers are 
comprehensively trained in how 
the court and police systems work 
and how to help a person with an 
intellectual disability make sense 
of it all.

“Our volunteers are committed 
to respecting our client’s views 
and wishes and are assertive but 
respectful in advocating for the 
person.

“Volunteers make a real 
difference to the court experience 
for our clients, enabling them to 
understand what is happening and 
to exercise their rights,” Ms Gunst 
said.

The Service provides state-
wide justice support to people with 
intellectual disabilities who are in 
contact with the criminal justice 
system.

The Central Coast Outreach 
Sector provides support at Woy 
Woy, Gosford and Wyong courts.

“We provide free personal 

support to victims, witnesses, and 
defendants (alleged offenders) 
with intellectual disability at court, 
during legal appointments, and 
at court related processes such 
as mediation and youth justice 
conferencing.

“Support is also provided at 
police stations and correctional 
centres,” said Ms Gunst.

The service has a “rights 
focus” and the main role of the 
support person is to assist with 
communication and understanding 
of processes, improve access to 
legal advice and representation, as 
well as to provide some information 
and referral.

“Our aim is to reduce the 
disadvantages people experience 
in the legal system due to having 
intellectual disability,” she said.

The Service provided training for 
volunteers, people with intellectual 
disabilities, police, court staff, 
lawyers, disability services and 
any other interested organisations 
and services.

SOURCE:
Media release, 19 Jan 2018

Jacqui Gunst, Intellectual Disability 
Rights Service Woy Woy

Justice support volunteers 
sought by disability service

Police and emergency 
services worked to achieve 
a peaceful outcome to a 
“siege” in Florida Ave, Woy 
Woy, on January 20.

A middle-aged resident, 
understood to be seriously ill, 
made threats to harm himself and 
others.

Police subsequently secured 
the area

After several hours of 
negotiations, the man was willingly 
taken by ambulance.

Neighbours were evacuated 
and Florida and Miami Ave were 
closed to traffi c during the incident.

No one was injured during 
the incident and police said it 
was resolved with a satisfactory 
outcome achieved.

SOURCE:
Website, 21 Jan 2018

Central Coast Incident 
Alerts Facebook page
Interview, 24 Jan 2018

Glen Trahern, Brisbane Water 
Local Area Command

Reporter: Jackie Pearson

Peaceful outcome 
to ‘seige’

Police and emergency services vehicles closed Florida Ave 
and Miami Ave, Woy Woy on January 20
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Wishes to announce that Dr Susie Molesworth will 
be joining our Skin Cancer Clinic.
Dr Molesworth brings extensive experience in all facets of skin cancer diagnosis 
& management. For appointments, please call 4341 9911.

VIDLER AVENUE SKIN CANCER CENTRE

www.theskincancercentre.com.au

Vidler Avenue Skin Cancer Centre - 7 Vidler Avenue WOY WOY
(NEXT TO BRISBANE WATERS PRIVATE HOSPITAL)

BULK BILLING         CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

sis 

ETTALONG MEDICAL CENTRE
(A GP Owned and Operated Practice)

Dr Roger Molesworth, Dr David Gahan
Dr Doug Barrow, Dr Susan Molesworth

NOW ACCEPTING 
NEW PATIENTS 

We are a family medical practice placing all 
patients under the care of a Regular GP  

Prospective patients should obtain a registration form 
and information sheet from our Reception Staff

61 PICNIC PDE
ETTALONG BEACH

Ph 4342 1555
Pensioner/health cardholder discounts are available

Bulk billed services are available for children under 16 years, 
skin cancer check ups and some limited services

A service aimed at offering 
new classes and activities 
to local residents is now, 
after six months, “fi rmly 
established” in the Killcare 
community, according to its 
creator.

Community Connect was 
formed with the aim of bringing 
together local teachers, facilitators 
and other professionals with 
local families and surf club 
members who could benefi t from 
more locally-based recreational 
services, said coordinator Ms Lisa 
Mount.

Running out of Killcare Club’s 
upstairs auditorium and adjoining 
conference room, Community 
Connect has regular weekday 
classes including the Bouddi 
Kids Choir, Sunrise Yoga, knitting 
groups and Yoga for Blokes.

Launched in July 2017 at the 
Pretty Beach Community Markets, 
with more than 20 local teachers, 
the service has continued to attract 
local musicians, artists, fi tness and 
other professionals to share their 
offerings with local residents.

“Community Connect is another 

place where people can go to 
enjoy social connection, learning 
opportunities and access a 
range of activities and resources 
from dance classes and Pilates 
to creative writing and Lifeline 
counselling,” Ms Mount said.

“This last service is a free one, 
and is offered every Wednesday 
evening at 8pm by Killcare Surf 
Life Saving Club president and 
trained Lifeline counsellor, Mr 
Peter Bagnall.”

Ms Mount said: “Many of the 
classes invite both kids and adults 
along, as a way of encouraging 
adults to give something new a 
go and be willing to do that in 
front of a younger crowd, while 
simultaneously being available as 
a mentor and trusted adult for the 
community youth. 

“The new year timetable has 
new additions such as Beginners 
Guitar with Mick King, singing 
groups and Tai-Kwan-Do.”

Ms Mount, a local mum and 
surf club member, said she was 
inspired to create Community 
Connect after fi nding it hard to 
adjust to the Central Coast.

“I’ll be brutally honest and say 

that Community Connect was 
inspired by my own struggles as 
a young single mum on the Coast.

“With my family back in Sydney, 
two young boys, little fi nancial 
resources and a lack of social 
opportunities, I remember wishing 
there was somewhere I could go 
with the kids on those days where 
I didn’t have a lot of cash, when I 
needed to see a smiling face and 
where I could access something 
for me without traipsing all around 
the coast,” she said.

“Learning new things really 
helps us to build confi dence and 
get positivity happening when 
we’ve been through hard patches.

“I guess it offers enough of 
a distraction, in a positive, life-
generating way, to pick yourself 
up out of any rut you’re in and take 
that next step in life.

“I initially joined the Killcare 
surf life saving club for these very 
reasons, I was at a real low point.

“Over the next few years, 
the people I met, the coaching 
and mentorship I received as 
a patrolling member and surf 
boat rower, and the acceptance I 
received from Patrol 1 (who I now 
refer to as my extended family) 
brought me out of a lonely place.

“After rowing for a few seasons 
and slowly getting my life back on 
track, I took a break from surf boats 
after the Aussies last year.

“The club has given me so much 
and now that I’m ok, I’m going to 
give something back.

“I fi gured I would use my skill 
set, professional connections and 
my time to help make the club 
more visible, approachable and 
accessible to all members of the 
community, not just those who 
have the means, or want to be 
lifesavers.

“The committee gave me the 
green light, and from there you 
couldn’t stop me if you tried,” Ms 
Mount said.

“The amount of community 
support we’ve received has been 
truly awesome, and the teachers, 
the committee and myself really 
appreciate it, but it really is the little 
things that make it all worthwhile.

“Like the smile on the face of a 
struggling single mum who’s just 
made a new friend at the Kids 
Choir.

“She’s going to have one more 

person to call on when she needs 
a helping hand.

“Or the testimonial from an 
ordinary pub-going guy who’s just 
done his fi rst yoga class and is 
totally getting his mates to go the 
next one.

“Or the talented mum or dad 
that’s been out of the workforce 
for a while raising kids and is using 
Community Connect as the place 

to slowly get their professional 
confi dence back, at their own pace, 
with their community supporting 
them and learning new things or 
getting fi t in the process.

‘That’s what Community 
Connect is all about,” Ms Mount 
said.

SOURCE:
Media release, 24 Jan 2018

Lisa Mount, Community Connect

New service ‘established’ at Killcare
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SATURDAY 17TH FEBRUARY

LIVE IT UP WITH 
AUSSIE ICONS

GinaJeffreys
SATURDAY 10TH MARCH

WEDNESDAY 21ST FEBRUARY

THE  AUSTRAL I AN 
PR INCE SS  OF 

COUNTRY MUS I C  I N  A 
LONG ANT IC I PATED 

L IVE  SH OW

AUSTR ALIAN VOICES IN PRINT & ET TALONG DIGGERS PRESENTS: 

EBRUARY

Australia Day
WRITTEN BY JONATHON BIGGINS

OPENS on AUSTRALIA DAY
HURRY - Tickets are selling fast

BOOK ONLINE NOW! woywoylt.com
or phone 4344 4737 and leave a message

Peninsula Theatre
Cnr Ocean Beach & McMasters Rds, Woy Woy

DON’T MISS!Jonathon Biggins’  hilarious play

Australia Day by Jonathan Biggins by arrangement with David Spicer Productions www.davidspicer.com.au 

Documentary fi lmmaker Mr 
Michael Rubbo will present 
an author talk at Woy Woy 

library from 2:30pm to 
3:30pm on March 27.

Mr Rubbo has written and 

directed over 50 fi lms, including 
the Emmy-winning Vincent and Me 
and the BAFTA award-winning Sad 
Song of Yellow Skin.

His most famous documentary, 
Waiting for Fidel, is a fi lm school 
staple and best illustrates a new 
personal style which he pioneered, 
one which acknowledges that the 
fi lmmaker is also part of the story.

While making Vincent and Me, a 
fi lm about a young girl’s encounter 
with Vincent van Gogh, Mr Rubbo 
said he found himself re-creating 
30 van Gogh paintings, real 
enough to pass for originals on the 
screen.

In doing so he discovered he 
loved the swirling brushstrokes of 
the artist and the way van Gogh 
plugged into the energy fi elds in 
nature.

It was the beginning for Mr 
Rubbo of becoming as much a 
painter as a fi lmmaker.

Mr Rubbo will tell of how this 
inspiration led to the images he 
now presents so vividly in his 
memoir, and how painting like his 
fi lms, became personal.

Bookings are essential.
Source:

Website, 24 Jan 2018
Central Coast Council

Filmmaker to speak 
at Woy Woy library

Woy Woy Little Theatre has 
started a search for local 
playwrights for its Flash 
Festival at Peninsula Theatre 
to be held in September.

The group is looking for scripts 
for plays with the theme of Change, 
fi ve to 15 minutes long, from writers 
from the Central Coast and Hunter 
regions.

Deadline for submissions is 
March 31.

The festival aims to provide a 
vehicle for playwrights and fi rst 
time directors as they work with 

new and experienced actors to 
bring 10 short plays to the stage.

Submitted plays will be 
assessed by a panel of experienced 
writers, with the best 10 chosen for 
performance.

There will be a workshop for 
aspiring directors run by Arne 
Neeme in July, with casting of the 
10 plays to follow shortly after.

The festival will take place on 
September 21-23.

SOURCE:
Media release, 19 Jan 2018

Terry Collins, Woy Woy 
Little Theatre

Theatre group 
starts search for 

playwrights

The Frantastics Choir 
resumes practice from 
January 29.

The choir will hold a registration 
day from 12:30pm at the Walter 
Baker Hall, Woy Woy.

Membership secretary, 

comedienne Ms Patricia Nissen, 
will feature in 2018 performances 
by the choir.

SOURCE:
Media release, 14 Jan 2018

Fran Kendall, Frantastics Choir

Choir practice 
resumes

where it’s needed most

In times of crisis,  
you can give

Please donate now

1 3  S A LV O S  |  S A LV O S . O R G . A U
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A new gallery will be 
established in Ettalong by 
a Patonga artist and an 
Ettalong cafe.

According to artist Ms Vanessa 
Ashcroft the joint venture between 
herself and Re:Publik will create 
a platform for local artists to show 
their works in a professionally 
operated and marketed space.

She hopes it will also attract 
artists and clientele from Art 
Gallery on Ocean View’s sister 
gallery, Art Gallery on Darling in 
Balmain, to the Peninsula.

“I am passionate that the artists 
represented by Art Gallery on 
Ocean View are of a high calibre, 
in fact one of our opening artists 
is Pamela Honeyfi eld who won 
the Gosford Art Prize two years in 
a row and who is also a Resident 
Artist of Art Gallery on Darling,” Ms 
Ashcroft said.

Ms Ashcroft said the space 
would also host many events 
throughout the year and would be 
suitable for other events such as 
meet the artist talks, conferences, 
book signings and launches and 
special events.

“With the stunning architecture 
and industrial tone underlying the 
foundation of the art gallery and 
cafe space, it is sure to create a 
sense of anticipation each time we 
rehang and curate the work,” Ms 

Ashcroft said.
Ms Ashcroft has been operating 

Art Gallery on Darling for three 
years and said the time was ripe for 
a similar space on the Peninsula.

“As Director of Art Gallery on 
Darling, I feel our model, while 
being different in Balmain, is a 
very successful one and has the 
possibility to keep expanding,” she 

said.
“The Gallery in Balmain was 

closed for the Christmas break 
which gave me the opportunity to 
focus solely on getting the Ettalong 
branded and ready for opening 
night.”

This will be held on Thursday, 
February 22, from 6pm to 8pm.

“As a practicing artist, I love 
the opportunity to create art for a 
different market and to indeed test 
the market difference from Balmain 
to the Coast.

“Throughout 2018 I will be 
exhibiting many different artists in 
a diverse range of mediums from 
photography, ceramics, weaving, 
printing and paintings from not 
only the local community but from 
as far afi eld as New Zealand,” Ms 
Ashcroft said.

 “The paintings and sculptures 
will be constantly curated and 
changed with emphasis on 
creating a stunning space to enjoy 
the culinary delights offered by the 
cafe.

“With over 20 artists already 
signed up to show their work, I am 
confi dent that this new venture will 
be very successful,” Ms Ashcroft 
said.

SOURCE:
Interview, 11 Jan 2018

Vanessa Ashcroft, Gallery 
on Ocean View

Reporter: Dilon Luke

New gallery to be 
established in Ettalong

Ms Vanessa Ashcroft 

The sand sculptures that 
have captured shoppers’ 
imaginations over the 
summer holidays at Woy 
Woy will come down on 
January 29.

The three sculptures were 
created at Deepwater Plaza by Mr 
Jino Van Bruinessen of Sandstorm 

Events on January 15.
The fi sh, the mermaid and the 

dolphins will be deconstructed at 
various times on January 29, just 
before school returns.

SOURCE:
Email, 24 Jan 2018

Jenny Walcott, Deepwater Plaza

Sand sculptures 
to come down
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Directory - Not for profi t Community Organisations
Art & Culture

Central Coast Art Society 
Weekly paint-outs 
Tues 4369 5860.

Workshops 9.30am 1st & 3rd 
Wed Gosford City Art Centre 4363  

1156.
Social Meetings 1.30pm 4th Wed 

for demonstrations 
4325 1420

publicity@artcentralcoast.asn.au

Central Coast 
Handweavers,

Spinners and Textile 
Arts Guild

Spinning and weaving, patchwork 
and quilting, felting and other 

fi bre and fabric crafts, community 
quilting bees 

Day and Night Groups
4325 4743

www.cottagecrafts.net.au

Ettalong Beach Art 
& Crafts Centre

Adult classes in Pottery 
Watercolours, Oils, Acrylics, 

Pastels, Silvercraft, 
Patchwork & Quilting

0412 155 391 
www.ebacc.com.au 

ebacc.email@gmail.com

Hospital Art Australia Inc.
Meet every Tue and Fri

9am-2pm - 109 Birdwood Ave, 
Umina - Painting and Canvas 
drawing. Volunteers welcome

hospitalartaustralia.com.au 

0431 363 347
Bushwalking

National Parks Association 
Central Coast

Twice weekly bush walks, varying 
distances and grades of diffi culty. 

Explore, enjoy scenery, fauna, 
fl oral, history. Keep fi t and make 

friends.
4389 4423 & 4332 7378
Community Centres

Peninsula Community 
Centre

Cnr Ocean Beach Rd & 
McMasters Rd Woy Woy

Activities, programs and support 
groups for children, teens, adults 
and seniors including occasional 
care, playgroups, dance classes, 

karate, fi tness classes, youth 
services, gambling solutions, 

internet kiosk and social groups.
www.coastcommunityconnections.com.au

4341 9333

Ettalong 50+ Leisure 
& Learning Centre

Mon - Fri - Cards, Computer 
Lessons, Dancing, Indoor Bowls, 
Fitness, Handicrafts, Leatherwork, 
Line Dancing, Painting, Scrabble, 
Table Tennis, Tai Chi, Yoga, Darts

4341 3222

Central Coast Community 
Legal Centre

Not for profi t service providing free 
legal advice. 

Monday to Friday 
9am to 5pm
4353 4988

centralcoast@clc.net.au@

Community Groups
ABC “The Friends” Support 
group for Public Broadcaster.

Aims: Safeguard ABC’s 
independence, adequate funding, 

high standards.
Meetings through the year + social 

afternoons
Well-known guest speakers

4341 5170
www.fabcnsw.org.au

Central Coast 
Social Group

Social contact, entertainment 
events, new friendships, for 

30’s-60’s
Live music, house parties, dinners, 

BBQs, picnics, trips away etc.
Monthly Meet & Chat 

0422 243 101 
email cco30s@live.com.au

Central Coast 50+ 
Singles Social Group

Ladies & gents dinner, dancing - 
BBQs & socialising each w/end. 
Monthly programme for all areas 

0412 200 571
0437 699 366
50pssg@gmail.com

Freemasons
Who are they? What do they do?
Find out about the wolrd’s oldest 

fraternal organisation and how we 
help our community.

Gosford Masonic Centre
86 Mann St Gosford

www.tccl2001.org

Mingaletta Aboriginal 
Torres Strait Islander

Provides members and other 
groups a meeting place and 

referral hub for education, health, 
well-being and cultural programs.

Mon-Fri 9am - 4pm
6 Sydney Ave Umina

4342 7515
admin@mingaletta.com.au

Peninsula School 
for Seniors

 Community Centre, McMasters 
Road, Woy Woy

Discussions, rumikin, craft, history, 
walks, & coach trips 

Tues, Wed, Thur
4341 5984 or 4341 0800

Peninsula Village Playgroup
Carers, Grandparents, parents 
& children ‘Intergenerational 

Playgroup’
Tues 10-11.30am

4344 9199

Seniors Computer 
Club Central Coast

Classes held Monday to Friday for 
everyone over 50

Basics: Mon , Tues and Thurs 
10am to 12noon

Different programs every day, 
10am to 12noon or 1pm to 3pm

Apple-Mac: Mon, Tues, Wed
All at our club rooms, Kincumber 

Neighbourhood Centre
Bookings or inquiries 

4307 9421

The NSW Justices 
Association Inc

Seeking volunteers for 8 
community JP Desks 

Tuesday Deep Water Plaza
 9.30am-1pm

Wednesday Umina Library 
10am-1pm

Thursday Woy Woy Library 
10am-1pm

Free Insurance and training 
provided

0418 493 388
benefi ts@nswja.org.au

Umina Beach Men’s Shed
Men share a variety of tools, 

pursue interests and hobbies, 
spend time with other men and 

learn new skills
Darrell 4342 9606

Volunteering Central Coast 
Refers potential volunteers to 

community orgs. Supports both 
volunteers and community orgs. 

Training for volunteers & their 
managers. 4329 7122

recruit@volcc.org.au 

Wagstaffe to Killcare 
Community

Protect and preserve the 
environment & residential nature 
of the Bouddi Peninsula and to 
strengthen community bonds

2nd Mon, 7.30pm 
Wagstaffe Hall 4360 2945

info@wagstaffetokillcare.org.au@ g g

Entertainment
Frantastics Choir Inc

High quality variety entertainment 
available for matinee 

bookings at your venue.
New members welcome.

1pm Mondays during school terms
Walter Baker Hall, Woy Woy

4343 1995
www.frantastics.orgg

Health Groups
Al-Anon

If someone’s drinking is causing 

you problems...
Al-Anon can help

4344 6939
1300 252 666

Meetings Sat 2pm
Woy Woy Hospital 

Ocean Beach Road

Arthritis NSW
Woy Woy support group
Woy Woy Bowling Club

North Burge Road Woy Woy
3rd Tues 10.30am

1800 011 041

Better Hearing Australia 
- Central Coast

Hearing loss management
Support and educational groups 

providing practical experience and 
confi dence

Learn the benefi ts of hearing aids
4321 0275

BlueWave Living
Woy Woy Community Aged Care 
facility providing residential aged 

care to the frail aged.
Permanent and respite care 
accommodation available.

Information 2nd and 4th Tues - 
11am 

4344 2599
reception@bluewaveliving.org.au

Central Coast Parkinson’s 
Support Group

We aim to help individuals and 
their families better manage living 

with Parkinson’s Disease
Guest speakers are a regular

feature of our meetings.
2nd Tue - 1.30pm

1800 644 189

Gambling Solutions
Gambling help counsellors 
providing free confi dential 

professional service to gamblers, 
family and friends.

Woy Woy, Kincumber, Gosford 
and The Entrance

4344 7992

GROW Support Groups
Small friendly groups formed to 
learn how to overcome anxiety, 

depression and loneliness and to 
improve mental health and well-

being. Anonymous, free and open 
to all. Bring a support person if 

you like. Weekly meetings at Woy 
Woy, Bateau Bay and Wyong 

1800 558 268
www.grow.org.au

Meals on Wheels
Delicious meals delivered free

Join us for a midday meal
Help with shopping and cooking 

classes
4341 6699

Mary Mac’s Place
Providing hot, freshly cooked 

meals - Mon to Fri 11am-1pm with 
support, info & referrals 4341 0584

marymacs@woywoycatholic.org.au

Overeaters 
Anonymous (OA)

12-step fellowship for those with 
eating disorders. No dues, fees, or 

weigh-ins.
Peninsula Com. Cntr, cnr. Mc 

Masters Rd & Ocean Beach Rd. 
Woy Woy, Fri 8pm

0412 756 446
www.oa.org 

Peninsula Village 
Wellness Centre
Offering holistic and 

complementary therapies including 
aromatherapy, massage and 

music therapy
4344 9199

Peninsula Village Meals
Delivered daily to your door

Nutritious, great for the elderly
4344 9199

Peninsula Village 
Carer’s Support Group 
For carers of loved ones with 
dementia - 1st Wed - 10 to 

11.30am 
Paula 4344 9199

Prostate Cancer Support 
Group (Gosford)

Last Fri, Terrigal Uniting Church, 
380 Terrigal Drive, Terrigal

9.30am to 12 noon 4367 9600
www.pcfa.org.au

Riding for the Disabled
Horse Riding as a therapy for 

those with intellectual or physical 
disabilities.

Volunteers required. No previous 
exp. necessary - School hours 

only. Mon to Sat 4340 0388
stateoffi ce@rdansw.org.au

Schizophrenia and 
Bipolar Fellowship

For Schizophrenia/Bipolar/Mental 
Health sufferers, family, carers and 

friends. .
1st Thur - 1pm Room 3 Uniting 

Church Donnison St
Gosford 

4344 7989 or 4368 2214

Woy Woy Public 
Hospital Alliance

To restore medical services 
previously available & upgrade to 
a standard that meets with local 

needs.
2pm 2nd Sat St Lukes Church 

Hall, Blackwall Rd Woy Woy 4344 
4811

Woy Woy Stroke 
Recovery Club

Everglades Country Club
2nd Tues 11am

Company, up-to-date info, 
hydrotherapy, bus trips

4341 7177
Music

Brisbane Water Brass
Brass Band entertainment for the 

community playing all types of 
popular music.

Rehearsal every Tues
7.30pm-10pm
0419 274 012

Coastal a Cappella
Dynamic award winning women’s 

a cappella chorus
new members always welcome.

Music eduction provided
Lots of Performance opportunities, 

or hire us for your next event.
0412 948 450

coastalacappella@gmail.com

Gosford Musical 
Society Minstrels

Entertain at various venues on the 
Coast seeking new members
Thur Night Laycock St North 

Gosford 4341 4210

Soundwaves
Men’s a-capella 4 part harmony 

chorus - all ages 7pm Mon. 
Central Coast Leagues Club

John 0413 276 698
jbthomson51@gmail.com

Troubadour Central Coast 
Folk, Traditional & Acoustic

Music and Spoken Word
Concerts, Ukulele meets, and 

Sessions
4th Sat 7pm CWA Hall Woy Woy 

4342 6716
mail.info@troubadour.org.au@ g

Political Groups
Australian Labor Party

Political discussions, national, 
state and local government issues

Umina Ettalong Branch
2nd Mon Umina Beach Bowling 

Club 7.30pm 4342 3676
Ourimbah/ Narara Branch
Niagara Park Primary School 

7.30pm 1st Mon
0410 309 494

kyle.macgregor@hotmail.com

Woy Woy Branch
Everglades Country Club

7.30pm 2nd Mon 
0412 517 520

belindaneal@bigpond.com

Peninsula Day Branch
1pm 2nd Mon 

CWA Hall Woy Woy 
4341 9946

Central Coast Greens
Active regarding ecological 

sustainability, social & economic 
justice, peace & non-violence, 

grassroots democracy & getting 
Greens elected 

3rd Thur, 
centralcoast.nsw.greens.org.au
centralcoastgreens@gmail.comg @g

Service Groups
Lions Club of Woy Woy
1st and 3rd Mon. Woy Woy 

Leagues Club 
0478 959 895

Make new friends and have fun 
while serving your community.

Rotary Clubs
International service club improves 

lives of communities in Aust. 
& o/seas. Fun-fi lled activities, 

fellowship and friendship. 
Rotary Club of Kariong
Phillip House, 21 Old Mount 

Penang Rd, Fri 7.15am 4340 4529
kersuebay@philliphouse.com.au

Rotary Club of Umina Beach
Wednesdays 6.30pm

Everglades Country Club
0409 245 861

curleys@ozemail.com.au

0409 245 861
Rotary Club of Woy Woy
Tues 6pm Everglades Country 

Club.
Don Tee 0428 438 535
Special Interest

Bridge
Duplicate Bridge Mon Tue Thur Fri 

Sat-12.15pm 
& Wed 9.15am 

Brisbane Water Bridge Club, 
Peninsula Community Centre

93 McMasters Rd.
Woy Woy

www.brisbane-water.bridge-club.org

Cash Housie
50 Games every Sat night 

Peninsula Community Centre, 
McMasters Rd, Woy Woy, 7.30pm. 

Proceeds to Woy Woy Catholic 
Parish. 

wwcphousie@hotmail.com

Central Coast Family 
History Society Inc. 
Resources, information 
& advice to study your 

family’s history. 
1st Sat 1pm Lions 

Community Hall, 8 Russell 
Drysdale St, E. Gosford. 

www.centralcoastfhs.org.au

4324 5164

Central Coast 
Tenants’ Advice and 
Advocacy Service

Help with issues with landlords 
& real estate agents? Free 

telephone advice and advocacy 
for all tenants and residents in 

residential parks.
4353 5515

cctaas@hotmail.com 

Central Coast
Rescue Unit 

Marine Education Courses. Radio 
Licenses, Boat Safety & Boat 

License & PWC License Tests, 
Navigation, Seamanship and 

Meteorology.
4325 7929 
www.vmrcc.org.au

Central Coast 
Soaring Club Inc

Gliding Club, Learn to fl y, 
Instruction FREE to members

Come and have an Air Experience 
Flight

All Welcome
14 and up for Training

Flying at Bloodtree Road 
Mangrove Mountain Thur, Sat, 

Sun ( weather permitting)
0412 164 082
0414 635 047

www.ccsoaring.com.au

Ettalong Toastmasters
We provide a supportive and 

positive learning experience in 
which members are

empowered to develop 
communication and leadership 

skills, resulting in greater
self-confi dence and personal 

growth
2nd & 4th Tue, 7:30PM, 

Ettalong Diggers
0408 416 356

Peninsula Environment 
Group

Environmental projects, 
(incl. Woytopia), 

Woy Woy community garden, 
social events, workshops, organic 

food buying group
www.peg.org.au

Central Coast Goju-
Kai Karate

Traditional Karate & Self Defence 
for Teens & Adults

No Contracts, Cheap Rates
Wamberal - Mon 630pm

Kincumber - Thurs 715pm
0417 697 096
www.centralcoastgoju-

kaikarate.com.au

Woy Woy Judo Club
Mon & Fri - 5pm 7+ Novice

Tue-Thur - 5 classes from 4pm
Wed from 4:30pm

Fri-6-7pm Women’s BoxFitness
27 Bowden Road Woy Woy

Min age 4 years old
0434 000 170

www.woywoyjudoclub.comy yj

Veterans
National Malaya Borneo 

Veterans Association 
1st Sat F(except Jan) 1pm 

Ettalong Beach 
War Memorial Club, 

51-52 The Esplanade.
4342 1107

Vietnam Veterans’, Peacekeepers’ 
and Peacemakers’

Assist all veterans & families with 
pension & welfare issues. 

Mon & Wed 9am-1pm 4344 4760 
Cnr Broken Bay Rd & Beach St 

Ettalong.
centralcoastveterans@bigpond.com.

Woy Woy Ettalong 
Hardy’s Bay RSL 

Provide help with pensions and 
welfare etc.

Shop 5/382 Oceanview Rd 
Ettalong. Tues & Thurs 9am to 

1pm 4341 2594p
Women’s Groups
BPW Central Coast

Empowering women of all ages in 
the areas of work, education, well-

being and friendship.
All women welcome to attend 

monthly dinner meetings.
Be enlightened. $40 covers two 

course meal and speaker.
0438 989 199

bpwcentralcoast@hotmail.com
www.bpw.com.au/central-coast

Country Women’s 
Association Umina

2 Sydney Ave
Branch Meetings

2nd Wednesday 10am
Craft & Friends

Wednesdays 9.30am
2nd and 4th Sundays 12.15pm

0416 193 070 - 4340 1746

Country Women’s 
Association Woy Woy

30 The Boulevarde, Woy Woy
Craft & Friendship: 1st, 2nd and 

3rd Wed 10AM.
Meetings: 4th Wed 10AM.

Ph: 0411 434 785
woywoycwa@gmail.com

Gosford RSL Women’s 
Auxiliary

For women over 18 years.
Raise money for welfare of 
veterans and their families 
RSL Club, West Gosford
4th Mon 2pm 4323 7336

Peninsula Women’s 
Health Centre

Counselling, therapeutic and social 
groups, workshops, domestic 
violence and abuse issues. All 
services by women for women

4342 5905
www.cccwhc.com.au

yyy ppp yyy ggggDiirectory - Not ffor profifi t CCommuniity OOrganiisatiionsy p y gDirectory - Not for profi t Community Organisations

Entries in the Not For Profi t Community Organisations Directory are free. However, we require each organisation to subscribe to each 
newspaper to ensure that someone from that organisation keeps their entry up to date.  Subscription rates are $75 for 25 editions.

If you would like your Community Organisa� on listed here, 
see www.duckscrossing.org or www.centralcoastnewspapers.com for the forms or contact Central Coast Newspapers on - 4325 7369
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Out&About

Emergency
Ambulance, Police, Fire 000
Police Assistance Line 131 444
Crime Stoppers 1800 333 000
Woy Woy Police Station 4379 7399
Energy Australia 13 13 88
Gas Emergency 131 909
Gosford City Council 4325 8222
Marine Rescue NSW - 
Central Coast 4325 7929
SES - Storm and Flood 
Emergency 132 500
Aboriginal & Torres Strait 
Islander Organisations
Mingaletta 4342 7515
Aboriginal Home Care 4321 7215
Drug & Alcohol rehab 4388 6360
Accommodation
Dept. of Housing Gosford 4323 5211
Cassie4Youth 4322 3197
Coast Shelter 4325 3540
Pacifi c Link Com Housing 4324 7617
Rumbalara Youth Refuge 4325 7555
Samaritans Youth 
Services 4351 1922
Youth Angle • Woy Woy 4341 8830
Woy Woy Youth Cottage 4341 9027
Animal Rescue
Wildlife Arc 4325 0666
Wires 1300 094 737
Community Centres
Peninsula Community 
Centre 4341 9333
Men’s Shed Cluster Inc 0413 244 484
Counselling
Centacare: 4324 6403
Relationship Australia: 1300 364 277
Interrelate: 1800 449 118
Family and Relationships
Centacare Gosford 4324 6403 
Central Coast Family Support 
Service 4340 1099
Horizons (For men with children)  4351 5008
Uniting Care Burnside
  Gosford 1800 067 967

Health
Poisons Information 131 126
Ambulance Text Mobile 106
Ambulance GSM 112
Gosford Hospital 4320 2111
Woy Woy Hospital 4344 8444
Sexual Health @ Gosford 
Hospital 4320 2114
After Hours GP Help Line 1800 022 222
Legal & Financial Help
Financial Counselling 
Service 4334 2304
Tenants’ Advice and Advocacy 
Service 4353 5515
Woy Woy Court 4344 0111
Libraries
Gosford district:
 Umina Beach 4304 7333
 Woy Woy 4304 7555
Problems, 
Habits & Addiction
Alcoholics Anonymous 4323 3890
Narcotics Anonymous 4325 0524
Professional support 
phone services:
Mental Health Line 1800 011 511
Beyondblue 1300 224 636
Domestic Violence Line 1800 656 463
Lifeline 13 11 14
Kids Help Line 1800 551 800
Griefl ine 1300 845 745
Suicide Call Back Service 
1300 659 467
Transport
Taxi 131 008
Busways 4368 2277
City Rail 131 500
Welfare Services
Gosford Family Support 4340 1585
Meals on Wheels 4341 6699 
Department of Community Services
 Gosford 4336 2400
The Salvation Army 4325 5733
Samaritans Emergency 
Relief 4393 2450
St Vincent De Paul Society 
HELPLINE 4323 6081

Peninsula directory Peninsula directory 
of services, contacts of services, contacts 
and support groupsand support groups

Ambulance, 
Police, Fire 000The Peninsula The Peninsula 

Diary of EventsDiary of Events
For events in post code areas 2256 and 2257

If you’ve got something happening on the Peninsula over the next few weeks, let us know about it
 and we’ll list it here for you, for free. Contact details are on page 2. See the Coast Community News for events in post code 

areas 2250, 2251 & 2260 and the Wyong Regional Chronicle for events in  post code areas 2258, 2259, 2261, 2262 & 2263

Saturday, Feb 3
Central Coast Disabled 

Surfers Association Hands On 
Surf Day at Umina Beach, 9am 
to 1:30pm

Gary Daley and Son and 
Graeme Knight, The Troubadour 
CWA Hall, 7:00pm, tickets 
essential

Sunday, Feb 4
Gut Health Kickstarter 

Workshop, Umina Beach (full 
address given upon registration, 
11:30am to 4:00pm, bookings 
essential

Blues Jam, Hardys Bay Club, 
2pm to 4pm

Tuesday, Feb 6
Turning into teens, for parents 

of 10-18 year olds, Peninsula 
Community Centre, 93 
McMasters Rd, Woy Woy, 10am 
to 12pm, until March 6Sunday, 
Mar 11

The Bays Fair, The Village 
Green, Phegans Bay

Saturday, Feb 10
The Retrospectives, Hardys 

Bay Club, 7:30pm

Sunday, Feb 11
Screening: UFC 221: Romero 

vs Rockhold, Ocean Beach 
Hotel, Umina, 2:00pm

Deck Sessions: Bandditts, 
Hardys Bay Club, 3:00pm to 
6:00pm

Friday, Feb 16
ClubsNSW Central Coast 

Region Charity Golf Day, 
Everglades Country Club, 
6:30am to 3:30pm, tickets 
essential

Saturday, Feb 17
Mental as Anything, Ettalong 

Diggers Memorial Club, bookings 
essential

The Heart of the Matter- The 
Music of the Eagles, Everglades 
Country Club, 8:00pm to 
11:00pm, tickets essential

Sunday, Feb 18
Jam With Pat and Ness, 

Hardys Bay Club, 3:00pm to 
6:00pm

Thursday, Feb 22
Opening Night, Art Gallery 

on Ocean View, Re:Publik Café 
Ettalong, 6:00pm to 8:00pm, 
limited numbers bookings 
recommended

Saturday, Feb 24
TC2, Hardys Bay Club, 

7:30pm

Sunday, Feb 25
Deck Sessions: Honey and 

The Bluestones, Hardys Bay 
Club, 3:00pm to 6:00pm

Saturday, Mar 3
Winne Appreciation Night 

and South American Dinner, 
Everglades Country Club, 
6:30pm to 10:00pm, tickets 
essential

The Everly Brothers and 
Frankie Valli and the Four 
Seasons, Ettalong Diggers, 
7:30pm to 10:30pm, tickets 
essential

Saturday, Mar 24
Opera in the Arboretum, Pearl 

Beach, 3pm to 5:30pm, tickets 
essential

Saturday, Mar 31
The Vallies a Tribute to 

Frankie Valli and the Four 
Seasons, Everglades Country 
Club, 8:00pm to 11:00pm, tickets 
essential

Saturday, Apr 7
Charmaine Wilson, Ettalong 

Diggers, 7:00pm to 10:00pm, 
tickets essential

Patonga artist Ms Jocelyn 
Maughan has thrown her 
support behind the About 
Face, the Gosford Junior 
Portrait Prize.

“The competition gets students 
to do an observation drawing of 
someone they know, which means 
they are really looking and learning 
to draw,” Ms Maughan said.

“Learning to see and learning to 
draw are very much intertwined,” 
she added.

The portrait prize is being held 
for the third consecutive year at 
Gosford Regional Gallery.

The competition gives children 
of the Central Coast aged between 
5 and 18 years the opportunity to 
submit drawings and have them 
displayed for the public eye.

Ms Maughan’s ongoing support 
for the competition rests on her 
determination to provide children 
with the same encouragement and 
opportunities she was afforded as 
a young girl.

“It’s about giving back and 
giving other people the same 

opportunities I had,” she said.
Ms Maughan has found the 

process of working with children 
as well as seniors to develop their 
drawing skills to be an enjoyable 
and rewarding process.

“I get a lot of fun out of it.
“I do give to the children but I 

get a lot back.”
In her childhood, Ms Maughan 

submitted her drawings to small 
drawing competitions hosted by 
the Sun Herald and Myers.

“I still have all of those drawings 

and that’s really where it all started 
for me,” she said.

Ms Maughan expressed her 
love for drawing, which has always 
held an important place in her 
career and her heart.

“If we went out on a family picnic, 
the sketchbooks were packed up 
and came along with us,” she said.

Ms Maughan believes it is 
important for young children to 
be exposed to opportunities such 
as this to develop their skills and 
interests.

“There’s so much competition 
for sport and even in music and 
dance but not for drawing,” she 
said.

“I love sport, but I think it’s 
important that children get 
the opportunity to experience 
everything so that they can work 
out what they want to do later in 
life,” she said.

SOURCE:
Interview, 11 Jan 2018 

Jocelyn Maughan, Patonga
Reporter: Olivana Smith-Lathouris

Patonga artist supports
junior portrait prize

Growing up in Gloucester 
NSW, mother of three Ms 
Judy Harding is now easily 
recognised in Ettalong as the 
“lady with the pink hair”.

As a talented artist, over the 
years, Ms Harding has had many 
jobs from catering to bus driving.

She now spends her days 
making craft items which she 

displays and sells at Ettalong on 
alternate Saturdays.

Although now using a mobility 
scooter, every other Saturday she 
pulls her trailer of art and craft 
down to the main street of Ettalong 
where a friend helps her set up her 
craft wares.

Email, 15 Jan 2018
Vivien Sale, Umina

The lady with 
the pink hair
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Classifi eds
ANTENNAS

BOREWATER

BUILDERSBOREWATER

CARPENTERS

CLEANING

ELECTRICIANS

ENTERTAINMENT

CABINETMAKER

A Better Picture
Antenna & Digital 
Installations & Tuning
New home specialist

Credit cards OK
HAYWARD VIDEO

All areas
Gosford 4323 6367

Woy Woy 4344 4414
Warnervale 1800 244 456

0412 685 555

Weston & Wilson 
Cleaning Services

Domestic, end of lease, 
holiday & vacate cleans.

Regular or one off. 
Fully insured, WWC & 

Police check avail.
From $35 hour.

Maryanne
0403 505 812

BKW
Electrical Services

Lic No:248126C
Lights - Fans - 
Power - Reno's 
Switchboards -
Security lights

No job too small
Call Ben on

0404 093 299

Same day service 
Guaranteed 

Lighting, Power Points, 
Phone & Data, 
Fault Finding, 

No job too small.
Seniors Discount.

Lic number 265652C

YOUR LOCAL 
ELECTRICIAN 

4308 6771

FENCING

BLUEPRINT
F E N C I N G

All types of 
fencing, gates and 

retaining walls
Call Luke

Free quotes

0401 347 247

GET FIT 
FOR LIFE

Personal Training in 
the gym or at home
FULLY QUALIFIED

ALL AGES
2017 NABBA/WFF 

National Champion
Call Jessie Now!

0402 544 078

Bores and 
Spears
Install high quality 

pumps and maintenance 
free spears, existing 

systems reconditioned, 
all work guaranteed. 
Warren Greenway
Ph: 4341 7736

Mob: 0408 225 390
lic No. DL1960

Classifi ed advertising is the cheapest form of 
newspaper advertising. This newspaper is published on 
line on the night before publication date, and is read that 
way by hundreds of people. All advertisements, including 
these classifi ed advertising pages, appear in full on-line 
as an additional benefi t for free.

See www.CentralCoastNewspapers.com or 
www.CentralCoastNews.net

Central Coast Newspapers’ advertising rates are 
relatively much lower than in other newspapers and at the 
same time much larger than in other newspapers, with 
the minimum size being 50mm X 42mm. Approximately 
16,000 copies of each newspaper are printed and 
distributed every fortnight.

Personal and Not For Profi t 
Organisations

As Central Coast Newspapers are community 
newspapers, the cost of advertising not for profi t 
organisations’ events is subsidised. This makes them the 
same rate as non business advertisements.

A mono 5cm advertisement only costs $33. Each 
additional cm costs $6.60 as does colour, and/or a 
photograph or a logo. Private advertisements need to be 
paid for at the time of booking.

Business rates
The minimum size of 5cm X a single column only costs 

$40 + GST in mono and an extra $8 + GST for colour, a 
logo or a photograph, every two weeks. Most businesses 
choose to advertise on an ongoing basis and discounts 
apply for multiple bookings, if they are paid for in full, in 
advance.

Having an advertisement run for 3 months only costs 
$215 + GST, for 6 months it is $385 + GST, and for 12 
months advertising, the total cost is only $700 + GST – 
Approximately $14 per week.

Artwork is free and advertisers are encouraged to 
change their advertisements frequently

Classifi eds advertising rates - 
in print and on-line

BUCELLO’S 
Painting Services
•  Residential and 

Commercial
• Interior and Exterior
• New Work and Repaints

Free Quotes
All work guaranteed

0410 404 664

KITCHENS

LOCKSMITH

GARDENING

Quality Laminate 
Benchtops 

supplied and 
seconds for sale
R&J Benchtops

Gosford

0456 884 545

ASBESTOS REMOVAL BRICKLAYING

Asbestos 
Removal

Fully licensed and 
insured asbestos 

removals from 
houses, garages, 

sheds, bathrooms etc.
Ph: Tom 0422 653 794 

or 4393 9890
Safe Work NSW Lic. AD212564

BluesAngels
Your total acoustic 
blues/roots package, 
top to toe, and then 
some. Minnie the 
Moocher to Eagle Rock 
and on into indie roots, 
beatnik jazz, backhills 
bluegrass and prog 
folk. Available as duo, 
trio or band negotiable 
for your party, event or 
venue. 
tomfl ood@hotmail.com 

4324 2801

CABINETMAKER
• Cupboards
• Shelving
• Furniture
•  Kitchen Updates 

and Robes
Call Jens

0418 993 994

PAINTERS

PERSONAL TRAINING

Bore Water 
Pumps

Spear pump installations, 
repairs & maintenance for 

all types of pumps
est 1978

John Woolley 
4342 2024

Carpentry 
- Building

over 30 years 
experience

Local know how - 
working with pride 

and honesty
Paul Skinner

Lic 62898c

0432 216 020
or 4339 2317

Carpenter
(Semi Retired)

Lic 1355c - Fully Insured

For all your home 
maintenance repairs 

and small jobs
contact Max Hull

for a friendly reliable 
service

4342 5893
0413 485 286

All quotes obligation free

MGL 
CARPENTRY

Carpenter & Joiner
40yrs Experience

Decks, Pergolas, Doors, 
Windows etc

Fully Insured - Call Gary
0458 130 829

4341 1346
no labour & materials over $1000

BRICKLAYING
AND

CONCRETING
All Aspects
Both Trades

Call Greg

0422 564 331
Lic. 1243123c

ALL ELECTRICAL 
AND DATA

RESIDENTIAL AND 
COMMERCIAL

PLUMBING

PLASTERING

PHIL BOURKE 
PLASTERING

Over 36 yrs exp

Gyprock, Renovations

Small Jobs, Free Quotes

Reliable Service

0418 452 474
Licence No 2107c

Call our experienced 
team for a free quote

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Brian Turton

Gold Lic 40809 - Contractor Lic 88814c

Brians Building 
Services

0478 759 762
4325 3383

40yrs Experience

POSITIONS VACANT

The Grand Pavilion 
Indian Restaurant

Looking for Restaurant 
Manager, Offi ce Manager, 

Cook, Wait Staff and 
delivery drivers

452 The Esplanade 
St, Warners Bay

& 17 Church Street, Terrigal
tgp.aarthi@gmail.com

DEEPWATERDEEPWATER

Plumbing & Gas 
Solutions

Gas installations
Hot Water Systems

Appliances
Portable Heater 

Servicing
Drainage and all 

aspects of plumbing
Senior’s discount

Call Brent 0422 080 936
lic 286937c

Same day service 
Guaranteed 

Blocked drains, Leaking 
taps and toilets, Hot 

water and all aspects 
Of pluming drainage 

and gas fi tting.
Lic number 265652C

YOUR LOCAL 
PLUMBER 

4346 4057

www.troubadour.org.au

4342 6716

The 
Troubadour 
Folk and Acoustic 

Music Club

Feb 24 at 7pm
GARY DALEY
AND SON &

GRAEME KNIGHTS 

CWA Hall - Woy Woy

Price $10, 
$13 and $15

MARTIN O’BRIEN
Yard Care Services
Mowing, Edging, 

Maintenance, Yard 
& Gu� er Cleaning, 
Rubbish Removal

Call Mar� n
0431 609 126
Fully Insured

Bricklayer
Over 40 year’s 

experience
Small jobs welcome

All aspects of 
brickwork

Free quotes
Ph: Will 0451 123 787
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0418 431 011

Timber
Colorbond

Gates
Screening

Repair work
Ph: 0409 445 477

WWW.WEFENCE.COM.AU

A-Z GYPROCKING
Lic No 95215c

• ALL PLASTER WORKS
• MODERN & TRADITIONAL
• SMALL JOBS WELCOME
• FREE QUOTES

FULLY INSURED

Call Joe
0408 406 094
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Classifi eds

POSITIONS VACANT

TUITION

THE SHAME FILE
Central Coast Newspapers has a very liberal credit policy 
for advertisers and realises that from time to time, people, 

businesses and organisations get into fi nancial diffi culty 
and may need assistance and time to get things back on 

track.
However, some people, businesses and organisations 

take advantage of this generosity they use advertising but 
simply don’t pay their account after several months and 

need to be taken to court to do so.
From time to time, as necessary, we will name these 

people, businesses or organisations as a warning to our 
readers so that they will be wary when dealing with them.

•  Affordable Roof Solutions - 
Brad Sedgewick Ettalong

•  Sharon Martin - Devine Image
•  Depp Studios - Formerly of  

Umina
•  Tony Fitzpatrick trading as 

Futurtek Roofi ng
•  Stan Prytz of ASCO Bre 

Concreting
•  Andrew and Peter Compton
•  Bruce Gilliard Roofi ng of 

Empire Bay
•  Jamie McNeilly formerly of 

Jamie’s Lawn Mowing, Woy 
Woy

•  William McCorriston 
of  Complete Bathroom 
Renovations 

•  First Premier Electrical 
Service of Umina Beach

•  High Thai-d Restaurant of 
Umina Beach

•  Mal’s Seafood & Charcoal 
Chicken of Ettalong Beach

•  Simon Jones - All external 
cleaning and sealing services

•  Erroll Baker, former barber, 
Ettalong

•  Tye King - Formerly The Fish 
Trap Ettalong Beach

•  Jessica Davis of Erina 
- Trading as A1 cleaning 

services
•  Simon and Samantha 

Hague, Trading as By the Bay 
Takeaway Empire Bay

•  Rick Supplice of Ettalong 
Beach, Trading as Rick’s 
Flyscreens

•  Mountain Mutts - Monique 
Leon, Ettalong Beach

•  Skippers Take away Seafood 
Marilyn Clarke, Umina

•  RJ’s Diner - Ryan Tindell of 
Woy Woy

•  Thomas James Clinton, 
Trading as TMA Products 
& AthroBalm & Effective 
Business Solutions of Ettalong

•  Greenultimate Solar PTY 
LTD

•  Menhir Tapas & Bar PTY LTD
•  Singapore Zing Cafe, Umina
•  Dean Lampard - Trading as 

Lampard Painting
•  Sharon Upton - Pretty Paws 

Pets and Skaterinas
•  Callum McDonald - Trading 

as Sunset Decks
•  Linda Smith, Bookkeeper 

Horsfi eld Bay
•  Robcass Furniture 

Removals, Mannering Park 

TREE SERVICES

Eyecare 
Tree and Stump 
Grinding Services
Mulching Available

Fully Insured
Call Jamie 

0413 088 128
www.eyecarelawnmowing.com.au 

Deliveries & Removals, Local 
Sydney, Newcastle & Country.

Single items or a house full.
Competitive rates.

02 4342 147902 4342 1479
0411 049 5590411 049 559

REMOVALS

Tiling Wall 
& Floor 

Property 
Maintenance

0439 589 426
homes2nv@gmail.com

TILING

PHYSICS  
& MATHS 

Private TUITION  
Very experienced 
Senior Teacher, 

former Tutor/Lecturer 
Sydney Uni. & UNSW 

Mr ANGELOS 
0420 645 615 
(02) 8041 8976 

POSITION AVAILABLE

POSITION TITLE:  FACILITIES MANAGER
REPORTS TO: WHELAN’S PROPERTY GROUP AND THE BUILDING 
MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE (MADE UP OF THE STRATA COMMITTEE [#74565] 
AND ETTALONG DIGGERS)

SUMMARY

A Facilities Manager is responsible for ensuring that buildings and its associated 
services meet the necessary compliance requirements as well as the needs of the 
people that work and live in them. The Facilities Manager is accountable for the 
Building which has a Registered Club, 234 Units, Mantra Hotel, Swimming Pool, a 
gym (1st Floor) along with services such as fi re/EWIS systems, security and parking, 
to make sure the surrounding environment is in a suitable condition to work. They 
also manage any building maintenance including heating and air conditioning, 
to maintain the working environment. They will be responsible for coordinating 
contractors to perform maintenance on plant and equipment as well as arrange 
removal and replacement of items. 

Reporting directly to the Building Maintenance Committee at their regular meetings

The role is a contract basis only and the successful person will be expected to have 
their own ABN as well as Workers Compensation, Public Liability and Professional 
Indemnity Insurances (support can be provided to arrange cost effective insurances)

The hours of work. This position is seen as being on a part time basis possibly over 
two or three days per week… However, the successful candidate will be expected 
to be fl exible with the hours varying from day to day.
 
It is anticipated that the successful candidate will have the following Skill Set:

• Ability to develop good working relations with a wide array of stake holders

• Working with Maintenance Personnel from Hotel, Apartments and Club

• Putting forward a list of proposed works and costings

• Forecasting Capital Expenditure (CAPEX) requirements

• Well organised and good communication skills

• Technical knowledge of building services 

• Formal Facilities Management Tertiary qualifi cations

• Very good Computer skills 

• Ability to manage within an established budget

• Good problem-solving skills

• Ability to maintain the facilities compliance with a range of regulations

WHAT’S NEXT

If you are interested in being considered for this opportunity please send your 
proposal and resume to the CEO Ettalong Diggers, PO Box 17, Ettalong Beach 
NSW 2257 on or prior to 5pm Monday 5th February 2018

Killcare Surf Life Saving 
Club has hosted the fi rst 
Central Coast Nippers’ 
carnival of 2018.

The carnival was held on 
January 21 and attracted 
700 Nippers from across the 
Coast’s 15 clubs and further 
afi eld from Sydney and the 
Hunter.

Club junior activities 
director Mr Craig Sheppard 
said it could not have been a 
better day for the Nippers or 
the Killcare club.

“In a rare move for Surf 
Life Saving Central Coast, 

they postponed our event 
due to the forecast and we 
are so happy they did.

“It could not have been 
a more postcard perfect 
day, with beach and sea 
conditions absolutely perfect 
for a Nippers’ carnival,” Mr 
Sheppard said.

A full line up of beach and 
water surf life saving events 
were run on the day.

SOURCE:
Interview, 24 Jan 2018

Craig Sheppard, 
Killcare SLSC

Reporter: Dilon Luke

Killcare hosts 
Central Coast 

Nippers’ carnival
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RUN IT ‘TIL YOU SELL IT

Run it ’til you sell it*
*To run in all three papers and on line for a maximum of 3 months if not sold before

Client Name:

Phone:     Email:         

20 words $22  Photo $5.50 yes   no

| | | | | | | |

| | | | | | | |

| | | | |

Extra words at $1.10 per word

| | | | | | | |

| | | | | | | |

| | | | | | | |

Card:  | | | |   | | | |  | | | |  | | | |

Expiry:  | / | |   

ANTIQUE colonial dining 
chairs set of 3 $270 

Ph 0410 522 070
BUC430/2

  
ANTIQUE colonial dining chairs 

2 individual chairs $150 each 
Ph: 0410 522 070

BUC430/3

PAIR of column speakers 116cm 
tall X 33cms wide four speakers in 

each column $190 for the pair. 
Ph: 0410 522 070

BUC430/4

POOL CARTRIDGE fi lter holder 
Titan CL 160 $90 Ph 0410 522 070

BUC430/5

MCCULLOCH MT265 Petrol 
brush cutter. Hasn’t been used for 

two years. $69 
Ph: 0410 522 070

BUC430/6

SAVAGE 4mtr Alum, fwd control, 
25hp mercury, swivel seats, bimnj 

cover, boat trailer with covers, 
Excelent condition $6500 ono
Ph: 4358 3288 - 044302750

PAT132

DOLLS FOR SALE - Celluloid, 
Porcelain, Accessories, 

Cots, Prams, Dolls, Dressed 
Authentically. 

Ph: 4342 1862
MAT133

FISHER Paykel Upright Freezer, 
Six slide out draws - Good 

Condition. 
$130 Ph: 4390 0475 

STHA134’

PAIR Ballroom dancing shoes 
black, size 7, hardly worn, cost 
$165 sell $60 Ph: 0423 017 450 

after 3pm
HHI176

TWO 1987 GSXR 750CC - Motor 
Cycles, Excellent Condition, Rego, 

No Problems, New Tyres
$4000ea Ph: 0421 011 622

LMC439

FULL SET BROSNAN GOLF 
CLUBS, Extra Putter, Extra Driver, 

Buggy
$325 - 4340 5606
Ph: 0416 240 734

DSM177

2005 REGENT LIFESTYLE 
CARAVAN

1 Owner, Island Queen Bed, 
Reg Sept 18, Well Presented

$25000 Ph: 0403 520 298
GCH177

Apollo Alturai Road Bike Female, 
Car Carrier, Indoor Bike trainer, 

Helmet, Pump, Lock Chain, 
Key $500 the lot Ph: 0419 786 249

MBU178

1100 LP RECORDS - Some never 
played, no orchestral - Want to sell 

the lot in on go for the best offer
4384 3862

GH137

LOCKABLE ROOF RACKS New 
$380

Used once - $200 
4341 0698

NPR179

METAL TECH 454KG Portable 
Platform Staging Good Cond $140 

GARDEN LINE 26CC 2xStroke 
Blower Vac

Good Cond $60
4390 0475

SHA138

BILLABONG PUMP 
No Motor $80 or 
$150 with Motor
0417 227 616

JW0180

2 MAN CANOE like new $350
Scott Bonner 17” reel mower 
excellent cond $550 - Garden 

Mulcher $50
Minnkota Riptide still in box 36” 

shaft $350 0459 259 398
TF0420

HOBIE MIRAGE OASIS DOUBLE 
KAYAK as new paddle/peddle, 2 
sets wheels, anchor, adjustable 

seats, manual incl - ettalong $2800
0419 797 177 - peter@aquatics.com

Walkers wanted 
for home 

delivery of COAST 
Community News
Earn decent money while 

keeping fi t. Bonuses paid for 
inserts.

Must be put in le� er boxes and not 
thrown onto driveways, gu� ers or front 

lawns.
Need to be available fortnightly

 Thursdays, rain hail or shine and 
possible Fridays

Email contact details to: 
manager@centralcoastnews.net 

or call 4325 7369

The fi nal of the Umina Beach 
Bowling Club’s mixed fours 
championship was held on 
January 14 in hot, gusty 
conditions.

Despite the conditions, the 
two teams comprising Carol 
Hawkesworth, Joan Murphy, Steve 
Stead and Terry Murphy, against 
Jean Saggus, Gloria Bosward, 
Mark Speerin, and Rob Andersen, 
saw both teams handle the extreme 
weather to play an exciting fi nal.

Rob Andersen’s team raced 
away to a strong lead of 16-6.

Terry Murphy’s team then won 
the next six ends bringing the 
score to 16-13.

With a four and three on the 
next three ends, Rob Andersen’s 
team put the game out of reach.

Despite winning the last two 
ends, it was not enough for Mr 
Murphy’s side to catch up and 
the fi nal result was a win to team 
Andersen, 23 to 17.

SOURCE:
Media release, 23 Jan 2018

Ian Jarratt, Umina Beach 
Bowling Club

Mixed fours 
championship held 

in the heat
Teams Murphy and Andersen battled it out in hot and windy conditions on January 14
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H A V E  A  G O  A T  
LAWN BOWLS

C O N T A C T  E V E R G L A D E S 
R E C E P T I O N  O N  4 3 4 1  1 8 6 6 

T O  M A K E  A N  A P P O I N T M E N T  F O R  Y O U R  F I R S T  L E S S O N . 

“SPONSORED BY CENTRAL COAST NEWSPAPERS”

Dunban Road, Woy Woy 4341 1866
everglades.net.au

What do I need to start playing bowls?
Flat soled shoes and a desire to have fun. We can supply bowls for your lessons.
How much will it cost?
Your bowls lessons are free! If you decide you would like to become an Everglades Bowling Member 
reception can provide you with the latest Bowls Membership Fees. Green Fees are also payable if you 
decide to play bowls on an organised day. 
How do I get started?

Can I organise a group for Barefoot Bowls?
Yes, Contact us for more information or bookings on 4341 1866.   
We can also provide catering and use of our outdoor bar facilities.

FITNESS FUNFRIENDSHIP

N E W  B O W L E R S  W E L C O M E !

Umina’s Trent Buhagiar 
enjoyed success as part 
of the Australian Under-23 
Men’s National soccer team 
that defeated Syria 3-1 in their 
opening match of the 2018 
AFC Under-23 Championship 
on Thursday, January 11 in 
Kunshan, China.

Australia scored twice in the 
fi rst half in chilly Kunshan, where 
the temperature at kick-off hovered 
just above fi ve degrees Celsius.

Coach Milicic made one change 
to his line-up for the start of the 
second stanza as the Central 
Coast Mariners’ attacker Trent 
Buhagiar replaced Kamau.

The Umina Eagles junior had an 
early chance in the second half to 
make it 3-0 to Australia, however 
his strike after Mauk’s pass was 
well saved by Ibrahim.

Strong work down the right 
by Buhagiar in the 77th minute 
ultimately led to a second goal for 
teammate Blackwood and ensured 

that Australia commenced their 
assault on the 2018 AFC Under-23 
Championship in winning fashion.

Australia took on Vietnam in 
their second Group D match on 
Sunday, January 14, before playing 
one of the tournament favourites, 
Korea Republic, on Wednesday, 
January 17.

A top two fi nish in Group D 
will be required for Australia to 

advance to the Quarter Finals on 
the competition.

Australia’s results at the 2018 
AFC Under-23 Championship 
will impact the team’s seeding 
for the 2020 AFC Under-23 
Championship, which will double 
as the qualifi cation tournament for 
the 2020 Summer Olympics to be 
held in Tokyo, Japan.

Trent Buhagiar grew up on the 
Peninsula and played his junior 
football for the Umina Eagles.

He attended the international 
football school at Kariong and 
was signed by the Central Coast 
Mariners in 2016 having played 
with the Central Coast Mariners’ 
Academy from 2013.

Buhagiar has been touted by 
some as the quickest player in the 
Mariners’ squad.

SOURCES:
Media release, 12 Jan 2018

Ben O’Neill, Football 
Federation of Australia

Website, 12 Jan 2018
Tyson Scott, Central Coast Mariners

Buhagiar features in Australian win

Killcare and Ocean Beach 
Surf Life Saving Clubs will 
collect bottles and cans 
to raise money through 
the NSW Government’s 
Container Deposit Scheme.

From January 15, Killcare and 
Ocean Beach Club’s joined with 68 
other surf clubs across the state in 
the scheme.

Killcare and Ocean Beach Club 
will take eligible containers and 
donate the 10c container rebate to 
Surf Life Saving NSW.

Environment Minister Ms 
Gabrielle Upton called the Surf Life 
Saving “donation sites” a smart 
way charities can benefi t from the 
scheme.

“Return and Earn is a win for the 
environment and an opportunity for 

charities and community groups to 
also benefi t,” said Minister Upton.

Surf Life Saving NSW chief 
Mr Steven Pearce said: “For 
every drink container donated 
by a member of the public, eight 
cents goes directly to the local 
surf club where the containers are 
deposited.

“The remaining two cents will 
be used by Surf Life Saving NSW 
to fund community education 
programs, help train lifesavers 
and provide lifesaving and rescue 
equipment to our clubs.”

The clubs will accept aluminium 
cans and plastic PET bottles.

Containers must be empty with 
lids off.

SOURCE:
Media release, 15 Jan 2018

Nicole Gemmell, MAVE Agency

Surf clubs to raise 
money through 

container collection

More than 50 bowlers 
attended a charity bowls 
at Woy Woy Bowling Club 
raising $1275 on the day.

have returned to Sporties, Woy 
Woy in 2018 and have already 
raised over $2,500.

This brings the total funds 
raised by the bowlers to $2900 for 
Central Coast Kids in Need.

“Central Coast Kids in Need 
raises money to assist families 
who have seriously ill children with 
prolonged illness,” said organiser 
Mr Ken Dixon.

“Most of these children are 
cancer patients, others with organ 
transplants and premature babies 
with life threatening issues.

“The money is used to defray 
the costs of accommodation for 
the families while the kids are 
receiving their treatment.

“The funds raised are also used 
to cover travel costs, equipment 
requirements and pharmacy 
accounts.”

SOURCE:
Media release, 22 Jan 2018

Ken Dixon, Charity Bowls

Charity 
bowls 
raises 
$1275
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RESTORE SIGHT 

FOR JUST $25
4 OUT OF 5 PEOPLE WHO ARE BLIND DON’T NEED TO BE

DONATE NOW 
1800 352 352 
HOLLOWS.ORG.AU



UMINA BEACH 315 West St, Umina Beach, NSW 2257

Ph: 4341 1488 
Mon - Fri:  8:30am - 5:30pm

Saturday:  8:30am - 3pm
Sunday & Public Holidays:  9am - 3pm

On sale until 04/09/2017 or until sold out. % off is on everyday store prices and may vary at each store and online. †RRP – the save prices listed are calculated from supplier RRP at time of preparation. YouSave Chemist may 
not have previously sold the product at the RPP due to our discount policy. * We reserve the right to limit quantities, and correct pricing and print errors. Ask our Pharmacist or healthcare professional whether this preparation is 
suitable for your condition. Always read the label and use as directed, if symptoms persist see your health care professional. Incorrect use could be harmful. Vitamin supplements are not a substitute for good nutrition or balanced 

28/02/18

Great Prices!Great Prices!

PURCHASE ANY SWISSE PRODUCT AND VISIT 
SWISSE.COM/2018 FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN

A HAPPY NEW YEAR & A HEALTHY NEW YOU

WIn2018 to be Won
A FITBIT

Swisse Men’s & Women’s 
Ultivite 60 Tablets

Swisse Ultiboost 
Hair Skin Nails

500 mL
Always read the label. Use only as directed. If symptoms persist consult your healthcare practitioner. Vitamin supplements should not replace a balanced diet.

‡Buy any Swisse product instore or online. Retain your receipt and enter online at www.swisse.com/2018 before 11.59pm (AEDT) 14/02/18. Open to AU residents 18+ only. Max 6 entries and 1 prize per person (excluding SA), and 1 entry 
per product. See www.swisse.com/2018/termsandconditions for full T&Cs. Authorised under ACT Permit No. TP17/02042, NSW Permit No. LTPS/17/18642 and SA Licence No. T17/1917.

$1999
ea

SAVE $16.96 
OFF RRP †

$2199
ea

SAVE $18.96 
OFF RRP †

$2599
ea

SAVE $14 
OFF RRP †

$2799
ea

SAVE $5 
OFF RRP †

Nicorette Quick Mist
Mouth Spray 150 Sprays*

Nicabate Gum
2mg and 4mg 100 Pieces* Mersynofen 12 Tablets*

$399
ea

35% 
OFF

RRP †

PHARMACY
ONLY
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