
THIS ISSUE contains 53 articles - Read more news items for this issue at www.peninsulanews.info

4 October 2016  Edition 403

Offi ce: 120c Erina Street, Gosford
Phone: 4325 7369
Mail: PO Box 1056, Gosford 2250
E-mail: editorial@centralcoastnews.net
Website: www.centralcoastnews.net

Free
Take one!

Five Peninsula community 
parks and reserves have 
been saved as a result of 
a concerted community 
campaign to stop their 
reclassifi cation and sale by 
Council.

The former Gosford Council’s 
“highly contentious” Land 
Sale Strategy was abandoned 
by Central Coast Council’s 
Administrator, Mr Ian Reynolds, 
at an ordinary council meeting on 
September 28.

The “affection” expressed by the 
community towards their reserves 
also resulted in Mr Reynolds 
calling for Central Coast Council 
staff to explore establishing an 
Adopt a Park Scheme.

Mr Reynolds said the newly-
merged Central Coast Council 
could fi nd more effi ciencies and 
savings in its consolidated budget 
than the former Gosford Council 
had access to.

He said the economies of 
scale that could be achieved by 
the newly-merged Council meant 
there was “no reason to reclassify 
and sell” the parcels of community 
land that had been listed as part 
of Gosford Council’s “land sale 
strategy”.

A report prepared by the unit 
of the Chief Executive Offi cer, 
Mr Rob Noble, and presented 
to Mr Reynolds at the meeting, 
suggested that the new Council 
may wish to reconsider whether 

to implement some or all of 
the strategy but fell short of 
recommending that the new 
Council either adopt or abandon 
the proposed reclassifi cation of six 
sites on the Peninsula.

However, after listening to 
three speakers on the issue, Mr 
Reynolds said: “In no uncertain 
terms the community has made its 
views clear to me and Council.

“I know a lot of people are 
interested in this report and issue 
because they have been raising it 
with me on a regular basis since I 
arrived here in May,” he said.

Council had listened to the 
community and taken decisive 
action by not implementing the 
proposed strategy, Mr Reynolds 
said.

He said the community had 
not only shown a desire to save 
their reserves but had expressed 
affection for them.

“I see some merit in Council 
looking at an Adopt a Park 
Scheme,” Mr Reynolds said.

“The environmental assets 
in the community are important 
to them and they love them,” he 
said and requested that the CEO 
provide a report on an Adopt a 
Park Scheme in due course.

Mr Reynolds then formally 
resolved to take no further action 
in relation to resolutions that had 
been made by Gosford Council to 
reclassify and sell community land.

“This is a clear expression of my 
views,” Mr Reynolds said as the 

formal resolution was greeted with 
applause from the public gallery at 
Wyong’s Council Chamber.

The sixth block listed for 
potential sale on the Peninsula, at 
23 Memorial Ave Blackwall, was 
already classifi ed as operational 
land.

After the meeting, a media 
statement from Council provided 
the following clarifi cation 
on the potential sale of that 
site: “Irrespective of the land 
classifi cation of any site, Council 
carries out a rigorous due diligence 
process before fi nalising decisions 
on whether any parcel will be sold 
or retained”.

According to the statement, 
that process involves a review, 
marketing and then the subsequent 
sale and that will be the process 
applied to the Blackwall land.

The other fi ve Peninsula 
locations were classifi ed as 
community land and most 
were actively used by the local 
community as reserves and parks.

The Peninsula’s parks and 
reserves that will remain as 
community land were located 
at: Brisbane Ave, Umina; 40 and 
42 Albion St, Umina; 40, 42 and 
46 Pozieres Ave, Umina; 9 to 11 
Mackenzie Ave, Woy Woy, and 10 
to 12 Jumbuck Close, Woy Woy.

Ms Sue Chidgey, the founder of 
Save Central Coast Reserves, the 
umbrella group that coordinated 
the community’s campaign against 
the land sale strategy, said Mr 

Reynold’s decision had “brought 
immense relief to the communities 
whose neighbourhood sites were 
threatened.

“Save Central Coast Reserves, 
the Community Environment 
Network and eight additional 
community groups across the 
Gosford region have campaigned 
for over a year for the protection of 
their 25 local reserves, parks and 
green spaces,” Ms Chidgey said.

“Only two councillors voted 
against the Land Sale Strategy, Ms 
Vicki Scott and Ms Hillary Morris.

“In the campaign that followed 
hundreds of community emails 
and submissions were sent to the 
Mayor, CEO and Councillors as 
well as a large petition.

“In addition, rallies were held 
as the community pleaded for the 
protection of their sites.

“Then in early 2016, with 
the Council Amalgamation, the 
community again rose up and 
sent huge numbers of emails 
and submissions to the new 
Administrator and CEO,” Ms 
Chidgey said.

“Many of our communities now 
look forward to joining with Council 
in the ‘Adopt a Park’ initiative to 
enhance their community sites for 
the well-being of their community 
and for the urban environment.

“I wish to extend my sincere 
thanks to every community 
member or group who supported 
the campaign to achieve this 
wonderful outcome.”

Ms Jane Smith of Community 
Environment Network said: “An 
overwhelming groundswell of 
community support has saved 
these precious sites from sell-off 
and development.”

Mr Noble’s status report 
provided a clear explanation 
of the process involved in the 
reclassifi cation of community land.

“Public land that is classifi ed 
as community may be reclassifi ed 
as operational by way of a Local 
Environmental Plan made under 
the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979,” the status 
report said.

According to the report, the 
EP&A Act prescribed mandatory 
steps in the making of a Local 
Environmental Plan.

The fi rst of those steps was the 
submission of a planning proposal 
to the NSW Minister for Planning.

According to Mr Noble’s status 
report, the former Gosford Council 
did not ever take that fi rst step in 
executing its Land Sale Strategy.

“The LG Act and the EP&A Act 
prescribe a number of mandatory 
steps that must be taken to effect 
re-classifi cation of public land from 
community to operational by way 
of an LEP,” the status report said.

“The former Gosford Council 
did not initiate any of those steps.

“The [Central Coast] Council 
has not initiated any of those steps.

Continued Page 10

Council drops land sale plans
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Peninsula Chamber of 
Commerce has come out 
opposing the proposed 
sale of Umina’s Bullion St 
carpark.

It could be devastating to West 
St and the Umina Town Centre, 
according to Chamber president 
Mr Matthew Wales.

“There will be traffi c chaos and 
businesses will suffer,” Mr Wales 
said.

The Central Coast Council has 
called for expressions of interest 
from parties wishing to acquire and 
develop the land, which is currently 
zoned B2 for Local Centre.

The former Gosford Council 
placed a covenant over the land 
before calling for expressions of 
interest, in an attempt to protect 
the 160 parking spaces.

Mr Wales said the Peninsula 
Chamber of Commerce intended 
to seek an urgent meeting with 
Central Coast Council chief Mr 
Rob Noble.

“We will request that the Council 
abandons the current expression 
of interest process and consults 
with Umina businesses and the 
community to come up with a 
positive covenant that works for the 
town and not just for the Council,” 
he said.

“My view is the current 
expression of interest, including 
the positive covenant, is totally 
inadequate,” Mr Wales said.

“Too many people have 
raised concerns directly with me 
as president of the Chamber, 
including business owners, and 
this current expression of interest 
fails to protect the interests of 
business owners and the future 
viability of West St,” he said.

“West St is successful because 
it has got the Bullion St carpark.”

The positive covenant, Mr 
Wales said, “has fatal fl aws”.

Gosford Council’s application 
for the covenant to be placed over 
the land was made by its Manager 
of Property and Economic 
Development Mr Christopher 
Redman on April 8 under the 
delegated authority of the then 
chief Mr Paul Anderson.

“It is intended that the land be 
sold,” Gosford Council’s application 
for the positive covenant said.

“This order is made to ensure 

that suffi cient public parking 
is provided on the land for the 
community of Umina.

“…parking for 160 motor 
vehicles must be made available 
on the land at no charge to 
members of the public between 
7am and 9pm seven days per 
week,” the covenant said.

However, the fi rst fl aw in the 
covenant, according to Mr Wales, 
was that it allowed for reduced 
public parking during construction.

“Where the owner undertakes 
construction for a development, 
the owner may reduce the 
parking available on the land 
to the members of the public to 
assist in the construction of the 
development where it obtains 
permission from council”.

“From the moment the 
developer gets a construction 
certifi cate until completion of the 
development, the car parking is 
lost to the town centre and that 
would be devastating to the main 
street of Umina,’ Mr Wales said.

“People will make a decision to 
go elsewhere to do their shopping 
and it would create the traffi c chaos 
in Umina that Terrigal is faced with 

today.
“I won’t stand by and see Umina 

lose 160 parking spaces,” Mr 
Wales said.

He said the covenant, in its 
current form, could see the carpark 
closed for up to two years and that 
would be a reasonably positive 
scenario.

“What if a developer acquired 
the land, commenced construction 
and then went broke?

“I don’t believe it is possible for 
the developer to substitute 160 car 
spaces in another location for the 
duration of a development.

“The land cannot be developed 
in the way council is proposing 
because it cannot guarantee the 
community would not lose its 
parking.”

Mr Wales said if the Central 
Coast Council wanted to continue 
with the proposed sale of the 
Bullion St land it would need to 
provide Umina Town Centre with 
a multi-storey car park elsewhere 
to guarantee the existing 160 free 
parking spaces and have capacity 
for future growth.

The second fl aw in the current 
positive covenant, according to 
Mr Wales, was that it provided the 

new land owner with the ability to 
charge for the parking if it obtains 
permission to do so from council.

“The owner may request 
permission to charge for public 
parking and council will not 
unreasonably withhold or refuse 
permission if a period of at least fi ve 
years has elapsed since the date 
of the fi nal occupation certifi cate 
for the most recent development 
of the land and the land has been 
developed in excess of 50 per cent 
of the maximum intensity allowable 
under the zoning for the land,” the 
covenant said.

The fi nal fl aw was that existing 
West St businesses that back on 
to the Bullion St carpark could lose 
their rear access if Bullion St was 
sold and the land developed.

“At the moment there is no 
formal roadway; the existing 
laneway forms part of the property 
that runs right up to the back of the 
businesses,” he said.

Mr Wales said several of 
those existing businesses had 
development consents that had 
to provide rear access to their 
buildings for commercial reasons 
and for fi re egress.

Some businesses had their 

own parking that could become 
inaccessible if the carpark was 
sold and developed right to its 
boundary with the existing West St 
buildings.

Business owners in the area 
were not notifi ed by council prior to 
the Expressions of Interest being 
called.

Because the land is classifi ed 
as “operational”, the council did 
not have to consult the community 
before it decided to sell it.

The diversion of delivery 
vehicles to West St from the 
“informal” laneway at the boundary 
of the Bullion St land would be a 
traffi c nightmare for Umina Town 
Centre, according to the Chamber.

“It would be like telling Umina 
shoppers the council was going to 
put paid parking metres in; there 
will be a worse revolt than the 
Ettalong boarding house proposal,” 
Mr Wales said.

The Gosford Council did hold 
discussions with the Peninsula 
Chamber in 2014 about the future 
of the Umina Town Centre.

“We did say that the Bullion 
St Carpark was important to the 
town centre and held prospects for 
future development for community 
benefi t but at no time did we agree 
to its wholesale sale,” Mr Wales 
said.

“Umina is unique and successful 
because of Bullion St.

“There is no other town centre 
in the former Gosford local 
government area that has a grid 
system to give traffi c access to and 
from the town centre, the offers 
kerbside parking and the parking 
in Bullion St with its direct links to 
businesses.

“Then we have excellent public 
transport in the form of buses so 
if you play around with that mix of 
unique circumstances you could 
ruin the town centre.

“Every other town centre that 
is suffering retail problems has a 
shortage of parking.

“We did not spend a decade 
encouraging businesses to come 
to Umina to see it ruined,’ Mr 
Wales said.

Interview, 30 Aug 2016
Matthew Wales, Peninsula 

Chamber of Commerce
Reporter: Jackie Pearson

Chamber opposes 
Bullion St carpark sale

The Peninsula Chamber of Commerce is concerned businesses with rear access 
to the Bullion St Carpark could suffer if the land is sold and developed
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The artist’s impression of the proposed 
Lakeside Plaza r e d e v e l o p m e n t 
released by architectural fi rm, Architectus, depicts an expanded Coles 
Supermarket along with speciality fashion and food retailers to 
serve The Entrance Community.“Stages two and three of the development will include a residential tower and hotel tower, all on the one site that covers 

some 21,000 sqm.The development has been designed by one of Australia’s leading architectural fi rms to refl ect its seaside position and provide outstanding views of the ocean and lake.The development would also provide for substantial undercover basement parking for shoppers and visitors alike.The lofting of the towers would create an ‘Oasis’ fl oor protected from the sun and rain on the fourth level, providing pool facilities, 

a day spa, restaurant and bar, surrounded by a landscaped and treed roof garden environment.The position on the fourth fl oor of the building would offer uninterrupted views out to the lake and coast, yet would enable the roof garden to still feel part of the town. At ground level, the piazza has been designed to become the town square, providing open space and amenities, surrounded by restaurants, cafes, hospitality venues and specialist retail that would make it popular 

for day and night time entertainment and relaxation.A proposed Novotel Hotel would comprise 220 plus rooms, an 800 seat conference and function centre, introducing The Entrance to thousands of visitors.Both towers would be in an elliptical shape, designed to offer 360 degree views, allowing wind to pass, avoiding the down drafts associated with more conventional designs.Lakeside Plaza proprietor Mr Bob Dunnet said “The design has been 

infl uenced by studies from around Australia and internationally whereby best practice architectural designs have been ‘cherry picked’ and integrated into the design”.The Entrance Chamber of Commerce president Mr Wes Newman said the development was positive for The Entrance.“To get this far has been a great achievement and is very positive for The Entrance,” said Mr Newman.“We have been working closely with the owners and their representatives 

for over a year now in the development of the concept for the site”, said a spokesperson for Wyong Council Media.“The recently adopted master plan for the entrance town centre was prepared in conjunction their concept.”“Council has received a planning proposal for spot rezoning of the lakeside plaza site, which is currently being assed.”

Magazine, 1 Jul 2012Edgar Adams, Central Coast Business Review8 Aug 2012Wyong Council Media

Artist’s impression released for 
Lakeside Plaza redevelopment

been and their representatives Wy

Photo courtesy of Ben Dunnet

Mayor Cr Doug Eaton said both holdings were of strategic importance to job creation in the Shire, one for the proposed regional airport and the other for future employment and environmental offset lands.The decision to purchase required the mayor to use his casting vote to get the land purchase passed.“This is all about jobs and planning for the future growth of this region,” mayor Cr Eaton said.Council will invest $10 million in over 87 hectares of land in the Warner Business Park at Jilliby. “The land covers around one third of the regional airport investigation site identifi ed in November 2013.“It also contains an existing Part 3A approval for an industrial subdivision.

“This is the biggest single land holding in the investigation site,” said mayor Cr Eaton.“Securing this land now shows how serious we are about establishing a regional airport by 2020 to help grow the local economy and boost jobs on the Coast.“The Central Coast Regional Airport will be the hub of a business and logistics industry precinct representing a change in employment opportunities in Wyong Shire, and will complement other airport services in the Sydney basin and Newcastle,” he said.Council will also purchase over 144 hectares of land at Doyalson for $7 million.

“The Woodbury Park land is adjacent to the Freeway Link Rd at the northern boundary of the Shire and will provide opportunities for future employment and environmental offset lands,” Cr Eaton said.“Both holdings are important for sustainable economic development in the Shire,” he said.However, Cr Bob Graham said the $17 million could be better spent on a multitude of projects throughout the Shire including the Arts Centre, the restoration of Tuggerah Lakes, roads, kerb and gutter, drainage and sporting and recreational facilities.“I question the wisdom of this so called 

investment of ratepayers’ money, and knowing the Terrace Towers company as I do, you can rest assured that they wouldn’t be selling their prime land holdings for less than they were worth,” said Cr Graham, who voted against the motion along with Crs Lisa Matthews, Doug Vincent and Ken Greenwald.“I will be calling for a thorough investigation into this wastage of ratepayers’ money and to what could possibly be the true motive for this cosy arrangement with Terrace Towers,” said Cr Graham.The decision to purchase the land followed a lobbying visit to Canberra and an 

earlier meeting in Wyong with Assistant Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development Jamie Briggs.“The Federal Government’s support for the regional airoport will be essential to getting it built and operational by 2020 and we had a great meeting in Canberra last week with senior offi cials and the Chief of Staff for Federal Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development, Warren Truss,” said mayor Cr Eaton.“They were very supportive of our regional airport plans and we are to write to them to trigger Federal assistance regarding planning and technical approvals in line with the Coalition’s election commitment.“They also saw the airport as being eligible for federal funding through RDA grants in upcoming years and we will be looking at all avenues for public and private funding,” he said.Last month council also met with NSW Premier Mike Baird and Central Coast Minister Rob Stokes and took them on a visit to the proposed airport site and other projects in the north Warnervale area.“The Premier was 

clearly blown away by our overall vision for the managed growth of this region and we’ve been very pleased with the support for the proposed regional airport expressed by both levels of government,” Cr Eaton said.Gosford Council’s CEO Mr Paul Anderson said that establishing a new regional airport was a very important part of the Central Coast’s future.“There’s no doubt that having an airport built and operating here in our region would be a major, long-term boost for the local economy,” Mr Anderson said.“Not only will an airport help us tackle the huge demands facing the Central Coast’s transport systems in coming years, but it will also deliver positive fl ow on effects for local jobs, tourism and other investment.“Along with Wyong Shire Council, we were very pleased to be able to highlight this regional priority at the national level during meetings with federal government ministers in June,” said Mr Anderson.

Media release, 26 Jun 2014Wyong Council MediaEmail, 26 Jun 2014Bob Graham, Wyong Council
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Decision to purchase land 
mired in controversy

Wy o n g C o u n c i l has agreed, although not unanimously, to purchase two lots of strategic land holdings totalling 231 hectares from Terrace Towers for $17 million.

Warner Business Park Jilliby Land
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The initiative has taken its fi rst step towards becoming reality, with council endorsing a Preliminary Project Plan which will develop a masterplan for the Council-owned land at Warnervale.“This is a unique opportunity for council and the community,” Wyong mayor Cr Doug Eaton said.Cr Eaton also said the initiative would benefi t the young people of the Central Coast and create a huge boost for local employment and business.According to Cr Greg Best, the initiative would particularly benefi t those who have to leave the Central Coast because their chosen disciplines of tertiary study are not available in the region.“We are not going to be an exporter of commuters,” Cr Best said.“One day, we are going to be an importer of employers.”Council has drawn on 

successful international e d u c a t i o n - f o c u s e d development, such as Education City in South-East Queensland and the Education City in Qatar, and envisions creating a regionally signifi cant integrated development.Key components of 

the development would include a university campus for 7,000 students with an emphasis on science, engineering and technology based studies, a residential college for 1,500 students and retail, sport and recreation and language facilities for 

students.It would also see the co-alignment of education with training providers and business-industry groups, as well as the establishment of a business/industrial park which would integrate with the university campus and explore linkages for employment generation and research and development.  

It is envisaged the development would employ 1,500 staff plus support services and retail providers.On a recent delegation to China, Cr Eaton visited the largest university city in the world in Wuhan, home to multiple university campuses and a total student population of over one million.“It was incredible to 

see how this satellite city is thriving with the energy of all those students and how this fl ows on to stimulate the local economy,” Cr Eaton said.“The spin offs extend to the tourism sector, with increased visits from the families of students and prospective students and university-based events.”The initial driver for investment in the proposed Warnervale precinct will focus on securing a university to anchor the development and attract complementary service providers and businesses.“On this front, we are already looking good with council having already received an expression of interest from a reputable international investor, which I think demonstrates that this is a viable project,” Cr Eaton said.“I’m very optimistic that we have the right conditions to transform higher education on the Central Coast.”An economic feasibility study will be completed by September 2013.

Media release, 11 Jul 2013,Wyong Shire Council

Education Precinct Preliminary 
Project Plan endorsed

Wyong Council is planning to create a vibrant education, industry and business precinct at Warnervale, capable of providing university-level courses to 7,000 students and 1,500 education sector jobs.

University city in Wuhan China, a model for the proposed Warnervale university
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A p r o p o s e d 
1 0 0 - r o o m boarding house at Ourimbah could not be discussed by Wyong Council at 

its general meeting on Wednesday, July 8 because seven out of eight councillors present declared 
interests in the matter.The approval or refusal of the proposed boarding house at 2-4 Glen Rd Ourimbah will now be determined by the Joint Regional Planning Panel at its meeting next week.Cr Eaton, Taylor, Best, Webster, Vincent, Troy and Matthews all declared interests in the matter, which left independent Cr Bob Graham, the only councillor present, able to discuss it.Cr Greenwald and Nayna were absent but had previously declared interests in the matter.The absence of a quorum to discuss the matter meant the decision to make submissions to next week’s Joint Regional Planning Panel (JRPP) meeting was deferred to Council’s acting general manager, Mr Scott Cox.Chairperson of the Stop Glen Road Action Group, Mr Greg McGill was also unable to speak at the meeting because the matter could not be debated.According to a report from Wyong Council’s development and building department manager, acting director, Ms Tanya O’Brien, the 

application was reviewed by the Hunter Joint Regional Planning Panel (JRPP) last year which deferred its determination pending the provision of additional information and design change.The original DA was for the demolition of two existing dwellings and the erection of a four-story boarding house containing 94 rooms, a manager’s residence, parking and open space.The revised application is for a three-storey boarding house with 100 rooms, a manager’s residence, parking and open space.“Following a thorough planning assessment, the application is recommended for approval,” the report said.In the latest version of the proposal, the building width has increased at the street frontage, and internal changes include communal recreation rooms on each level, light 

wells and storage.The proposed building will house 87 single units, 10 doubles, three accessible units and the manager’s unit.Each unit would contain an en-suite, kitchenette, robe and desk.The landscaping plan has been revised with extensive landscaping proposed within the front setback and in communal areas, according to the latest report to Council.Unless Mr Cox decides to make alternative submissions to the JRPP, it is expected that the report submitted to the Wednesday, July 8 meeting will be forwarded to the Hunter Central Coast JRPP for determination on Friday, July 16.In other words, the outcome from Wyong Council to the JRPP will be a report supporting the approval of the proposed development.

Mr Greg McGill from the Stop Glen Road Action Group said residents present in the public gallery for the Council meeting were “very, very disappointed” that the issue was not debated.Mr McGill said he was surprised that several councillors declared confl icts of interest based on connections with former federal member for Dobell, Mr Craig Thompson.Mr McGill said he believed Mr Thompson, along with former Wyong councillor and mayor Mr Neil Rose, had been employed by the developers K and P Gregory, to chair focus groups and lobby current ALP councillors to support the proposed development.“We believe the councillors used their declared confl icts at the meeting to get out of declaring whether 

or not they supported the development,” Mr McGill said.He said the outcomes of the focus groups chaired by Mr Thompson had been used as part of the developer’s social impact statement in its development proposal to incorrectly demonstrate community support for the development.The Stop Glen Road Action Group is also seeking advice as to whether Mr Cox is an appropriate person to make submissions to the JRPP given that he was the author of the fi rst report to Council recommending the original development application.According to Mr McGill, the group will be “up the creek without a paddle” if the JRPP approves the current version of the development application.“Our only avenue would be the Land and Environment Court and 

we have been told that we would need a minimum of $50,000 to take it there and we have nothing of that kind at the moment,” he said.Member for Dobell, Ms Karen McNamara attended the Council meeting as a show of support for the Ourimbah residents.Member for The Entrance, Mr David Mehan has also expressed support for the Ourimbah residents and is expected to speak at the JRPP in opposition to the boarding house development.Mr McGill said the Stop Glen Road Action Group did not believe that the developer had met the six conditions set out by the JRPP in relation to its concerns about the bulk and scale of the development.“One fl oor has come off the top but there is an additional wing to be built and they have reduced the size of the rooms to just above the state minimum requirements,” Mr McGill said.In the speech he did not get to present to the meeting, Mr McGill said the group would be detailing the issues that it believed the developer had failed to address to the JRPP meeting.

Meeting transcript, 8 July 2015Business paper, 8 July 2015Wyong Council ordinary meetingInterview, 9 July 2015Mr Greg McGill, Save Glen Road Action GroupJackie Pearson, journalist

Ourimbah boarding house proposal to 
proceed to JRPP without proper debate

An artist's impression of the proposed Glen Rd boarding house as it will be presented to the JRPP

The Australian Coal Alliance is organising a public meeting to inform the northern 
Central Coast community about the latest developments in their long-running campaign to stop the 
Wallarah 2 coal mine.Director of the alliance’s Water Not Coal campaign, Mr Alan Hayes, said the meeting would be held at Wyong RSL on August 10.The Korean mining company KORES has lodged an amended development proposal that includes plans to build a conveyor belt and alter the route of the rail spur to avoid having to reach an agreement with the Darkinjung Local Aboriginal Land Council.Plans have been modifi ed relating to the rail loop, rail spur line and train load out facility.The project has been modifi ed to realign the sewer connection.The State Signifi cant Development was recently lodged with the Planning Assessment Commission and is on public exhibition (but not advertised in this newspaper) for six weeks, with a closing date of September 6.According to Mr Hayes, the Planning Assessment Commission did not approve the coal mine in 2014, but stated that there may be justifi cation to approve the mine if all the commission’s 

other concerns could be addressed.Those concerns included the mine’s impact on the Central Coast’s water supply, subsidence and the health effects of coal dust.The Darkinjung Local Aboriginal Land Council took the matter to the Land and Environment Court, which ruled that the mine could not go ahead without permission to utilise Darkinjung land.The new proposal does not include Darkinjung land.CEO of the Darkinjung LALC, Mr Sean Gordon, declined to comment on the impact the latest Wallarah II proposal may have on the Darkinjung land and development 

plans.Mr Hayes said the new development proposal would see the conveyor belt transporting coal 200 metres from the south-western boundary of the Blue Haven residential area and as far north as Wyee.“Tooheys Rd would disappear because that road does not have a wide verge on either side and KORES doesn’t own any land in that area, so they would be wanting the conveyor to run along the carriage way,” Mr Hayes said.The Darkinjung Local Aboriginal Land Council already has approval for a 500 lot residential sub-division that would be impacted because Tooheys Rd is 

the main access to the development.Mr Hayes said that in 2014, Dr Peter Lewis, the clinical director of the Central Coast integrated care program, said the expected mortality rate for coal dust related to the Wallarah 2 mine could be one on 100,000.“Wyong CBD is fi ve kilometres from the proposed coal handling facilities, Blue Haven and Lake Haven are even closer, and there are schools, hospitals and aged care facilities,” Mr Hayes said.“The Planning Assessment Commission has rejected four coal mines already this year because of their proximity to residential areas,” he said.

The Greens NSW mining spokesperson, Mr Jeremy Buckingham, has called on NSW premier, Mr Mike Baird, to intervene to stop the Wallarah 2 underground coal mine project.“The Coalition made a solemn promise not to allow the Wallarah 2 coal mine to go ahead,” Mr Buckingham said.“Former premier, Mr Barry O’Farrell, told a crowd that the mine would not go ahead ‘no ifs, no buts, a guarantee’.“Yet years later, the NSW Coalition Government has failed to implement this promise,” Mr Buckingham said.“This coal mine is a risk not only to the water catchment of the Central Coast, but to the credibility of the Liberal Party when it makes commitments to the electorate.“It should fulfi l those commitments and reject the mine.“The Korean Government has announced a restructure of its state owned resource companies that will see them withdraw from international resource projects, so it is unclear why the government should approve a mine plan for a company likely to leave the market.“There is no need to build this coal mine.“The community are bitterly opposed.“The company doesn’t want to build it, it just wants an approval to sell.“It’s a dud mine, with 

no future, that Mike Baird should knock on the head.“The proposed coal conveyor belt and coal loading area are unacceptably close to the existing residential neighbourhood of Blue Haven and may impact on plans by the Darkinjung Local Aboriginal Land Council for residential development in the area.”Central Coast Council concerns about the effect on the drinking water catchment, environment and residential areas, will be central to its review of modifi ed plans for the Wallarah 2 Coal Project.The former Wyong Shire Council opposed the mine in February 2014 due to the potential impacts on the drinking water catchment areas.The former Gosford City Council also opposed the project in March 2014.Council has stated it intends to closely review the revised plans with a view to lodging a submission.Council has also encouraged community members to take this opportunity to have their voice heard.Information regarding the project is available from NSW Planning’s major projects website.

Media release, Jul 26, 2016Central Coast Council mediaMedia release, Jul 26, 2016Max Phillips, offi ce of Jeremy BuckinghamInterview, Jul 29, 2017Alan Hayes, Australian Coal AllianceJackie Pearson, journalist
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Wallarah 2 coal mine decision now
only a few weeks away

The latest plans include a relocated rail loop (shown in purple)
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The evening also paid tribute to other members of the Wyong Shire community who have aided others through a service.Guests heard that, over the past 12 years, Ms Pennings was responsible for obtaining almost $1 million in grants to help the community.Ms Penning’s work has included driving roles with Coastcare The Entrance North, the Tuggerah Lakes Estuary, Coastline and Flood Plain Management Committee, The Entrance Community Precinct Committee, The Entrance North Progress Association and Wycare.Ms Pennings has also volunteered her 

time for many other community causes including the Wyong Shire Community Nursery, Tuggerah Lakes Reserve Trust, Wycare-CEN Liaison Committee, Landcare, the steering committee for Empowering Aboriginal Women and Wyong Shire Council’s Vision Committee.Last year Marlene was included on the Hidden Treasures Honour Roll, organised by the NSW Department of Primary Industries to highlight the work of outstanding volunteers in regional and rural areas.Wyong Shire Council’s Australia Day award for a Business Person went to Mr Don Dagger.The Community 

Volunteer Award went to Mr Allen Currie and the Youth of the Year award went to Ms Rachel Davis.Other winners included Brackets and Jam event stalwart Ms Julie Smith in the Arts and Culture division, martial artist Mr John Gill in the Sportsperson of the Year category, Mr Tim Silverwood from the Take 3-A Clean Beach Initiative won the Environment Award and both the Central Coast Outreach Service and TNC Lakes Food Care shared the honours for outstanding Community service organisation.

Media release,25 Jan 2013Wyong Council Media

Ms Marlene Pennings of The Entrance North was named Wyong Shire’s Citizen of the Year at the Wyong Council Civic Centre on Thursday, January 24.

Marlene Pennings is Citizen of the Year

Mr Hartcher has instead called on the Federal Members for Dobell and Robertson to support the joint approach of the NSW Government to boost effi ciency at Sydney Airport.

“The NSW Government does not support a second airport in the Sydney basin whether it’s Wilton, Badgerys Creek or the Central Coast,” said Mr Hartcher.

“We will not support a proposal that dumps aircraft noise onthe families of theCentral Coast.“The NSW Government announced plans late last year 

to increase capacity at Sydney Airport toboost effi ciency.“While Sydney Airport is a matter for the Commonwealth, we want to see maximum effi ciency achieved at the facility because the economy of NSW depends on it.

“The NSW Government has written to the Federal Government proposing a joint approach addressing aviation capacity and operational improvements.“The NSW Government does not support an airport on the 

Central Coast which is why we need to ensure the existing Sydney Airport asset is being fully utilised,” saidMr Hartcher.

Media release,17 Jan 2013Caroline Hutcherson,Offi ce of Chris Hartcher MP

Minister for the Central Coast Mr Chris Hartcher has rejected a proposal to build an airport on the Central Coast, including a proposed site at Bushells Ridge in Wyong Shire.

Central Coast airport ruled out
Ms Marlene Pennings and mayor Cr Doug Eaton
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Top of the agenda is plans for a world class tertiary campus to cater for 7,000 students to be located at the Wyong Education and Business Precinct in Warnervale.The mayor met with president Zhang and vice president Wuren of the Wuyi University in Jiangmen near 

Guangzhou (population over 20 million) on Monday, January 12, to discuss their interest in this campus.Wuyi University has 18,000 students and specialises in engineering and technology, key disciplines of which there is little opportunity to explore at this time in 

Wyong Shire. Mayor Cr Eaton said president Zhang was enthusiastic about working with council to develop a university in the Wyong Shire.“Wuyi University is looking to expand its current cooperation agreements with overseas campuses.

“At the moment, they have interests in universities in Ottowa and New York.“This will be a fi rst for Wyong and Australia if they get on board and I am really hoping they will.“Wuyi is great fi t for Wyong and not just because it starts with W.“They have the expertise in the technical subjects we need and 

a strong record in supporting overseas education,” said mayor Cr Eaton.The campus would cater for 7,000 students and create 500 permanent jobs and include a SMARTS Hub knowledge and community centre for students and the broader community to assist in developing their skills, supporting employment and business initiatives 

and making connections.The Wyong Education and Business Precinct has been identifi ed by council as one of 39 key projects requiring investment and funding from the state and federal governments to create more jobs and opportunities for Wyong Shire residents. 

Media release, 13 Jan 2015Wyong Council media

Chinese University campus 
proposed for Warnervale

Wyong Council mayor Cr Doug Eaton (centre) with Wuyi University president Zhang to his right and vice president Wurren to his left with members of the Ames Foundation

Wyong Council’s mayor Cr Doug Eaton is currently in China meeting key dignitaries to progress interest and investment 
in the Shire.

Your independent community newspaper - Ph: 4325 7369 Issue 37January 10, 2014 

FREEFREE

the
Wyong ShireWe

Police alleged that two of the men were actively involved in directing many of the gang’s illegal activities and believe their arrests would seriously disrupt the group’s criminal agendas.Around 2pm, detectives from the State Crime Command's Middle Eastern Organised Crime Squad (MEOCS) were joined by specialist police, and offi cers from the South 

West Metro, North West Metro and Northern Regions, in executing seven search warrants at properties in Sydney and the Central Coast.As a result of the operation, three men were arrested including alleged gang leader 31-year-old Farhad Qaumi from Chittaway Bay; a 29-year-old man from Wyong; and a 27-year-old man from Auburn.The three men were 

charged with a variety of offences, before being refused bail to appear before court on Thursday, January 9.Quami was charged with two counts of possess unauthorised pistol; possess unauthorised prohibited fi rearm; two counts of supply prohibited drug (Large Commercial Quantity); supply prohibited drug (Indictable Quantity); and knowingly direct criminal activities of 

group.He was refused bail, appeared at Wyong Local Court on Thursday, January 9, with the case adjourned to March 7; he was again refused bail.The 29-year-old was charged with: possess unauthorised pistol; possess unauthorised prohibited fi rearm; two counts of supply prohibited drug (Large Commercial Quantity); supply prohibited drug (Indictable Quantity); and knowingly direct criminal activities of group.He was also refused bail.

The 27-year-old was charged with: Attempt to possess unauthorised pistol; Attempt to possess unauthorised prohibited fi rearm; Two counts of supply prohibited drug (Large Commercial Quantity); Supply prohibited drug (Indictable Quantity); and Participate in criminal group.He was refused bail and appeared in Parramatta Local Court on Thursday, January 9.Of the seven search warrants executed by police, three were in Wyong, one was in Villawood, one was in 

Guildford, one was in Auburn and one was in Kellyville.The operation was part of an ongoing investigation by Strike Force Sitella, which was formed by MEOCS to investigate a number of shootings in Sydney during the second half of 2013.Strike Force Sitella has resulted in police arresting eleven people and preferring 73 charges, as well as seizing three handguns, two shotguns and quantities of illicit drugs.Media release, 9 Jan 2014NSW Police Media

‘Brothers for Life’ members arrested

Police have arrested and charged three members of ‘Brothers for Life’, two of which were from the Wyong LGA, following a proactive operation throughout Sydney and the Central Coast on Wednesday, January 8.

Images from the ‘Brothers for Life’ arrest More images from the ‘Brothers for Life’ arrest on Page 8
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Wyong councillor Lloyd Taylor said: “It demonstrates the level of community commitment to get the channel opened and a break-wall built.“We have all had enough of talk; now we want action,” Cr Taylor said.“Before the last election, we had support from the local member, Mr Chris Spence and the Liberal Party, but that all seems to have faded,” he said.

“All too often we have fl ooding around the lake edge and opening the mouth of the channel will reduce the likelihood of the fl ooding we saw as recently as January of this year.“The community know what they want and we, as their representatives, need to support them in this.“Our lifestyle revolves around the lakes, foreshore and waterways, so it is only logical that 

the better the health of the lakes, the better our lifestyle.“What we saw on Australia Day was the silent majority coming out in force for a solution to save Tuggerah lakes.“I call on the rest of the community to stand up and support this community initiative,” he said.

Media release, Jan 27, 2016Lloyd Taylor, Save Tuggerah Lakes Party

Community members dig channel

Young and old turned out on Australia Day at The Entrance to dig a channel at least one-metre wide from the ocean to the lake. 

Cr Lloyd Taylor with residents who dug the channel on Australia Day

Cr Lloyd Taylor and residents with shovels in hand
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Council in negotiations with developer over 
proposed $500M Chinese Theme Park

Wyong Council received an updated report on the status of the proposed site for a Chinese Cultural Theme Park on Warren Rd, Warnervale, at its ordinary meeting of Wednesday, November 19.Chinese Theme Park representative Ms Amanda Lee addressed the meeting and explained how the venue would provide jobs for residents of Wyong Shire and would be a boost for the local economy.Ms Lee said while the majority of the revenue for the theme park would come from private proprietors, the Chinese Government was supportive of their plan to construct in Warnervale.It was resolved at the meeting that the mayor and general manager urgently negotiate with Australia Theme Park Pty Ltd with the objective of achieving an agreement for sale of the proposed site where Council’s risks and liabilities would be minimised and where a satisfactory sale price was offered by the purchaser.Council has received a number of visits and documents from Chinese delegates during the past two years, with many infl uential businessmen and Government offi cials indicating support for the project.All support is dependent upon the issue of land tenure and zoning issues 

being resolved between Council and Australia Theme Park Pty.The site, at Lot 3 Warren Rd, Warnervale, has a total area of 179.277 Ha.The site includes Warnervale Airport and a portion of Porters Creek wetland.The village would be a working village with accommodation, shops, restaurants, galleries and tourist accommodation.The proposal is expected to cost in the vicinity of $500 million making it one of the largest private sector developments in Wyong Shire and the Central Coast.In March last year Council considered a Mayoral Minute in relation to the proposal from Australia China Cultural Foundation Incorporated (ACCFI) to develop a Chinese Theme Park on Council owned land at Warnervale.Council resolved among others matters to enter into a co-operation agreement to continue to progress the project.This agreement was formally entered into on Monday, August 15, 2011 with mayor Cr Doug Eaton and the President of ACCFI, Mr Bruce Zhong signing the 

agreement.The terms of the agreement identifi ed that Council grant ACCFI a non-exclusive licence to enter the land for the sole purpose of carrying out investigatory works to support the development of the project.The period of the agreement was from Friday, July 1, 2011, to Thursday, June 30, 2012, with the agreement having now lapsed.During the period of the agreement ACCFI engaged consultants Cardno to undertake a desktop review of environment, engineering and planning constraints with regard to the proposed development.The review identifi ed that the current zoning of the property as Industrial would not permit all of their proposed uses, however, this matter could be addressed by making a submission to rezone the land to permit the proposed land use through the exhibition period of LEP 2012.The cost of this review undertaken by Cardno is reported to be in the vicinity of $250,000.At a councillor briefi ng session held in June of this year, an update of the current situation was presented 

with particular emphasis being placed on the fi nancial models available to this project.In August this year, an offer to purchase the site from Council was received from Mr Zhong, however, this offer was considered unacceptable to Council with a response being forwarded detailing Council's position in the matter.In October, Council 

received a conditional offer to purchase the site for $10 million from the Australia Theme Park Pty Ltd.The conditions imposed inappropriate risk and obligations on Council and as such the offer was rejected and the Australia Theme Park Pty Ltd was advised accordingly.Council staff are currently preparing a land economics report 

on the site that will be used to guide future decision making on this siteThe mayor and general manager of Council have been requested to report the outcomes of the negotiations at the next ordinary Council meeting on Wednesday, November 28.

Council Agenda,14 Nov 20127.4, Wyong Council
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Wyong Council mayor Cr Doug Eaton joined members of the Wyong District Museum and Historical Society to turn the fi rst sod that will restore the Homestead to its former glory and re-establish its heritage status as a dedicated museum and learning centre.Mayor Cr Eaton said council had worked closely with the Historical Society to come up with the right plans for the restoration. “The Historical Society has been behind this project right from the start and has been instrumental in ensuring this historic homestead can rise again,” said mayor Cr Eaton.“Alison Homestead will once again be a vibrant museum and heritage centre for residents and tourists alike.” The original Homestead was destroyed by fi re on December 3, 

2011. Historical Society vice president Ms Liz Hogston said, in the last three years, a number of signifi cant heritage items had been recovered from the building.“We managed to retrieve furniture, history and family records and even clothing after the fi re,” said Ms Hogston.“Donations have also been fl ooding in from the community so we will be able to furnish the Homestead in the manner to which it has been accustomed.“It has been a long wait but we are very happy that construction is about to start.”The construction contract includes demolition, salvage, restoration works to Alison wing, the building of a new building within the original footprint, civil works and site services. The contract is worth almost $1 million and 

will be funded through an insurance claim.“I believe we have found the right company for the job and it is fantastic that they are local,” mayor Cr Eaton said.“The quality of the design will ensure this treasured community 

asset’s signifi cant cultural heritage can be enjoyed and understood by future generations. “This is a signifi cant milestone and truly a great day for everyone who cares about Alison Homestead,” he said.Works are expected to be completed by mid-

year 2015. Alison Homestead is set on two hectares of rural land at 1 Cape Rd, Wyong. This location was the Shire’s fi rst land grant given to William Cape in 1825 and purchased by William Alison in 1875.The Homestead is 

considered to be of historical signifi cance at a regional level, being representative of the arrival, locational choice, lifestyle and working life of one of the region’s best-known pioneering families.

Media release, 5 Nov 2014Wyong Council media

Alison Homestead rebuild 
about to commence 

Local fi rm, Collaborative Construction Solutions, has signed the contract to rebuild the historic Alison Homestead with the fi rst sod on the project turned on Wednesday, November 5.

Wyong mayor Cr Doug Eaton with members of the Wyong District Museum and Historical Society
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The Masterplan will see the implementation of practical and affordable improvements which will build on the natural strengths of the area.These strengths include the proximity of the Long Jetty Village to Tuggerah Lakes; existing parks and playgrounds; and good transport links.Part of The Entrance Peninsula Planning Strategy adopted in April 2009, the Long Jetty Village Masterplan also improves public spaces in the area, with upgrades to Saltwater Creek Park and Lions Park; embellishment of existing jetties; plans for a water play park 

at Watkins Jetty; and identifi cation of four ‘activity hubs’.Wyong mayor Cr Doug Eaton said this was a great example 

of council and local residents and businesses sitting down and coming up with practical solutions together.“We’ve already 

seen new banners go up along the Central Coast Highway and other streetscape improvements suggested by residents,” Cr Eaton 

said.“Now this plan will guide council’s own spending in line with the community’s vision.“This is how it should 

be done and I’m very excited about what the future holds for this village precinct, particularly when the main street and jetties are done up,” Cr Eaton said.C o m m u n i t y participation was a vital aspect of the development of the Masterplan, with forums, stakeholder working group meetings, surveys, postcard drop offs to business owners, and presentations to relevant community and business groups taking place.The plan focuses on practical, affordable projects which are able to be maintained.It will also focus on public and private urban domain improvements designed to enhance the quality of physical assets surrounding the foreshore area.

Wyong Council Agenda, 4.123 Oct 2013

Long Jetty Village Centre 
Improvement Masterplan

formally adopted
After extensive c o m m u n i t y consultation, Wyong Council formally adoptedthe Long JettyVillage Centre I m p r o v e m e n t Masterplan on Wednesday, October 23.
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The acting CEO of Wyong Council has been authorised 
to acquire approximately one quarter of the Wyong Grove school site and carriage way at a fair 
market value.A mayoral minute presented to the November 11 ordinary meeting of Wyong Council resulted in the Council resolving to go ahead with an attempt to acquire those parts of the former public school considered essential for organisations such as the Wyong Drama Group.The plan is to acquire those land and buildings either by agreement or compulsory process.The council authorised the acting CEO to execute all necessary documentation relevant to the acquisition.The school site, when purchased, will be classifi ed as operational land for the purposes of the Local Government Act 1993.If the site has to be obtained using a compulsory process, it will be done “pursuant to the Land Acquisition (Just Terms Compensation) Act 1991,” according to the adopted mayoral minute.Council will make an application to the Minister for Finance to commence compulsory 

acquisition of part of the site.The entire school site was recently sold by the Department of Education, at auction, to a Sydney developer, for $4.45 million.If the Minister gives his consent, then Council can begin negotiations with the new owner to acquire the part of the site currently used as the Wyong Grove Cultural and Community Hub.Mayor, Cr Doug Eaton OAM, said Council was true to its word and would now pursue compulsory acquisition so this important site can continue as a community facility. “We went to the auction in good faith and were hopeful of securing the site ourselves due to its high importance to our 

community,” Cr Eaton said.“I even told bidders at the auction we would seek to compulsorily acquire the site – so everyone knew what we wanted to do.“So now it is time to act.“We can’t afford the whole site, so we will now move to try to acquire the part of the site which will provides the best value for the community.”Council spent over $100,000 upgrading the former school buildings which are currently home to a number of local community and drama groups.It is these buildings Council will now seek to acquire under compulsory acquisition arrangements.If the owner wishes to develop the rest of the 

site, it will be subject to the normal Council development application process.“This whole process has caused a great deal of stress in the local community which has been really unnecessary,” Cr Eaton said.“The State Government broke its promise to the community but Council will not, and will now step in and attempt to save this important community facility.”In NSW, all levels of government can acquire privately owned land for public purposes.They may acquire the whole property, part of a property or an interest in the property, including easements for power lines, sewer or water.Most privately owned land, required by 

government for public purposes, is acquired by negotiation and agreement between the landholder and the acquiring authority.The process is expected to take several months.“Obviously the hall is not included on the basis that the arthouse is developed and it has a studio of the size of the hall and is more adaptable,” Cr Eaton said at the November 11 general meeting of Wyong Council.Cr Eaton said he expected the fair market value of the area Wyong Council wishes to purchase to be between $1 million and $1.5 million.Acting CEO of Wyong Council, Mr Rob Noble said he had received a briefi ng from the relevant 

director following a discussion with the purchaser of Wyong Grove.“They are in discussion with another buyer for the purchase of a small part of the site that is similar to what we are looking at,” Mr Noble said.“The level of pricing they are looking at is rather alarming to me and we need to keep that in mind,” he said.The motion to move forward with the compulsory acquisition of a portion of the site was carried unanimously.

Mayoral minute 1.6, Nov 11, 2015Wyong CouncilMedia release, Nov 11, 2015Wyong Council mediaMeeting transcript, Nov 11, 2015Wyong Council ordinary meetingJackie Pearson, journalist

Council resolves to 
acquire part of Wyong Grove

Wyong Drama Group members protest the sale of the Grove
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A referendum will be held at the upcoming September 14 Federal election and both Gosford and Wyong Councils have joined 85% of Councils around Australia to support the campaign for constitutional recognition.A high court decision ruled the federal government cannot directly fund local government, which puts federal government funding across the Central Coast at risk.If constitutional recognition is supported, this would allow for direct federal funding of local government.“The present climate means government grants are decreasing and it would be disastrous if we lost any type of federal funding,” Wyong mayor Cr Doug Eaton said.“Local Government is the only level of government in Australia that is not fi nancially recognised in the Australian Constitution and our income funding is limited in relation to the services we are expected to provide to our community.“Government funding is such a vital part of any 

Council’s income and Wyong Shire Council has always been grateful for any funding we have received from the Federal and State Governments.“The Constitutional Recognition of Local Government will enable the Federal Government to have the capacity to fund Councils directly to achieve national objectives at a local level, such as major infrastructure projects and job creation ventures,” he added.For the referendum to be successful there needs to be a majority of yes votes from voters in a 

majority of states.Gosford mayor Cr Lawrie McKinna encouraged all residents to support the referendum at the upcoming election.“Local Councils, including Gosford and Wyong, often rely heavily on federal funding to improve our roads and community facilities,” mayor Cr McKinna said.“By voting yes in the referendum, residents are voting to continue to access this funding, which contributes to many major projects in our local areas,” he added.Both Councils received 

an $80 million grant from the Federal Government for the Mardi-Mangrove Link project, which has secured the region’s water supply.In Wyong, the Federal Government’s Caring for Country grant provided $20 million for the Tuggerah Lakes Estuary Management Program and $5 million for two new surf clubs at Shelly and Soldiers Beach.Other projects include $520,000 for a playground at Canton Beach which would be able to be used by visually impaired children, $400,000 for six new netball courts at Wyong’s Baker Park and $200,000 to upgrade community halls around the Wyong area and a number of grants to help complete Wyong’s shared pathway network.“Quite simply, federal grants are important for a number of projects right across the community,” mayor Cr Eaton said.“That is why it is so important people vote yes at the referendum to ensure this continues,” he concluded.

Media release, 21 May 2013Wyong Council Media and Gosford Council Media

The mayors of both Wyong and Gosford Councils have encouraged residents to support a campaign to give constitutional recognition to local government.

Constitutional recognition
of local government is vital

for federal funding

The new charges include allegations that Mr Thomson used a Health Services Union credit card to pay for pornographic movies at the Swissotel in Sydney and the Pacifi c International Suites in Melbourne.Mr Thomson’s defence lawyer Mr David Galbally asked the magistrate for an adjournment due to 

the large volume of new evidence to consider.The case has been adjourned until Monday, July 1, and Mr Thomson’s bail has been renewed.Mr Thomson’s offi ce offered no comment when contacted by Wyong Regional Chronicle.

Website, 22 May 2013Mark Russell, The Age

Nineteen new charges have been laid against Dobell MP Mr Craig Thomson in 25 volumes of new material presented during a hearing at Melbourne Magistrates’ Court on Wednesday, May 22.

Craig 
Thomson 

facing new 
charges
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According to HOOF, the proposal would rezone 224 hectares of land currently zoned rural, or for environmental protection or management, to allow 300 dwellings plus a commercial area.“One of the main issues is that this opens up areas for development west of the freeway,” HOOF spokesperson, Ms Trish Cselko said.“It has been a 

long-standing state government policy that there be no intensifi cation of development west of the freeway,” she said.Ms Cselko said 59 people attended the meeting and passed a resolution to oppose the rezoning of the old farm land.The meeting also passed a resolution to oppose small lot residential expansion west of the M1 

Motorway.The Central Coast Regional Strategy (2006-2031) stated that it would limit expansion of the urban footprint by protecting land west of the F3 freeway from further residential development.It noted that the western half of the region (west of the Freeway) is largely comprised of the Central Coast plateaus and Wyong valleys.

“These lands support agricultural production and contain water supply catchments which must be protected from urban and rural residential uses,” Ms Cselko said.“If this proposal gets through there will be no stopping council’s allowing developers to destroy our drinking water catchment areas and agricultural lands.”According to HOOF, community opposition is building to the proposed development.Wyong Council extended the due date for 

submissions relating to the Mardi development up until Friday May 15.“Many local Residents have concerns about this proposal,” Ms Cselko said.HOOF has already made submissions to council outlining its opposition to the proposed development.Objections include: its proximity to Mardi Dam and the state forest, the destruction of forest vegetation and fauna.HOOF is also concerned about traffi c on Old Maitland Rd, 

fl ooding, fi re risks, and social impacts.The group is also objecting to what it considers to be a lack of public consultation, a lack of data about how much land will be destroyed and the impact on existing rate payers of the cost of sewer and water services.

Email, 8 May 2015Trish Cselko, Hands Off the Old Farm (HOOF)Interview, 13 May 2015Trish Cselko, Hands Off the Old FarmPowerpoint presentation 12 May 2015HOOF

Residents oppose rezoning 
west of the motorway

Hands Off the Old Farm (HOOF) held a public meeting at Wyong RSL on Tuesday, May 12 to discuss the old farm development proposed for Mardi, west of the freeway.

Map of proposed Mardi developmentResidents object to plans to redevelop farmland at Mardi
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The Church wants to amalgamate its congregations from Erina and The Entrance into one larger facility.Proposed is a 400-seat church with a meeting hall/function centre, large commercial kitchen and six Sabbath School classrooms.Also proposed are internal roads and a car park for over 90 vehicles.“The scale of the proposed buildings is such that all the houses in Kyte Place could easily fi t inside its building footprint,” said a resident of the cul-de-sac Mr Brett Little.“And that doesn’t include the extra 5,000m2 of car parking.” The real rub for local residents is that neither a ‘place of public worship’ nor a ‘function centre’ are permissible in an E4 (Environmental Living) zoning anywhere in NSW or under Wyong Shire’s current LEP - gazetted in December 2013.Under council’s former LEP, dating back to 1991, non-residential uses were permissible in a 7c zoning (small rural residential holdings), subject to 

consent, if ‘unlikely to detract from the scenic quality of rural lands’ and if ‘compatible with rural residential development’.Local residents contend that commercial development that is fi ve times larger than surrounding houses and much higher is incompatible with the quiet ambience of a rural cul-de-sac.They claim that extensive clearing for this large building and car park would detract from the scenic quality of the area and should not be given consent.“Even in six houses combined, local residents do not have parking for 100 vehicles, or have 400 to 500 friends over every Saturday, or have 17 toilets or a commercial kitchen,” said Wyong Shire Ratepayers and Residents Association president Mr Kevin Armstrong.“Both the elevation to Bellevue Rd and Kyte Place are around 50m with the roof of the church rising to over 9m, far larger than any local residence.“About 48 mature 

trees, many 15-18m high, will be removed within the building-carpark footprint, destroying a signifi cant corridor between Forresters and Tumbi Umbi wetlands and severely detracting from the scenic value of what the applicants described as a site with ‘high fl ora biodiversity’.“Other anticipated problems include noise - with up to 800 people opening and closing car doors, talking, playing music and singing and stormwater disposal from an additional 6,000 m2 of ‘hardstand’ roof/car park into an already inadequate system.“In a two hour period on Saturday, traffi c will increase from the current four traffi c movements in Kyte Place to 194 movements, a 4,850% increase.“Onsite disposal of an estimated 7,500 litres of effl uent per week onto a small grassed area with underlying clay soils is likely to cause problems - especially as run-off will fl ow into adjoining properties and wetlands.“This development is not permissible under 

Serious objections raised to 
SDA Church at Tumbi Umbi
The relaxed rural lifestyle of residents of six rural dwellings in a small cul-de-sac at Tumbi Umbi is under threat from a large development proposed by the Seventh Day Adventist Church, according to Wyong Shire Ratepayers and Residents Association.

Wyong’s current LEP.“This development is only permissible if council considers it under a now repealed 23 year-old LEP - it’s hard to see why council 

would want to look so far backwards rather than use the new LEP - which was unanimously endorsed by all councillors and the NSW Department of Planning and 

Infrastructure,” said Mr Armstrong.

Media release, 15 Apr 2014Kevin Armstrong, Wyong Shire Ratepayers and Residents Association

Residents concerned about the development

Member for The Entrance Ms Chris Spence, Member for Wyong Mr Darren Webber and Member for Terrigal Mr Chris Hartcher are being investigated as part of 

allegations that they were involved in corruptly soliciting, receiving or concealing payments in return for having their interests favoured.The ICAC inquiry 

will then adjourn for three months to allow investigators to follow further leads and gather fresh information before resuming.Cec Bucello, 8 May 2014

ICAC to hear 
from local MPs

Central Coast Liberal MPs under investigation as part of Operation Spicer will be heard by ICAC in the week commencing Monday, May 12.
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The new Central Coast C o u n c i l ’ s administrator, Mr Ian Reynolds, has agreed, at the council’s fi rst 
public meeting on May 25, to sell land in Orchard Rd, Kangy Angy to the NSW Government to build a multi-million dollar train maintenance facility.Kangy Angy residents have been fi ghting the land sale and the proposed development since they learned about it in September.Transport for NSW has also announced the Review of Environmental Factors (REF) and concept plan for the facility will be on public exhibition from June 6 to July 4.Ms Michelle Nicholson from the Kangy Angy Residents Action Group said Transport for NSW representatives met with residents on Friday, May 27 “to fulfi l their obligations to engage in community consultation.“When we raised our concerns about the fl ooding the project director said it was ‘their risk’.“We believe this is not their risk to take, as they are also risking our tax payer dollars, the endangered species, and worsening the fl ooding in our area,” Ms Nicholson said.The land was identifi ed by the former Wyong Council as an alternative site to land at Warnervale for Transport for NSW to 

use as the maintenance and stabling facility for its new intercity fl eet.Documents obtained under the Government Information Public Access (GIPA) Act indicate that Transport for NSW wanted their facility to be built on land at Warnervale but Wyong Council discouraged that location as it interfered with the former council’s plan to develop Wyong as a business and education precinct.In September, Transport for NSW named the fl ood-prone Kangy Angy land as the preferred location to establish the new Fleet Management Facility.In making his fi rst planning decision in the position of administrator with the newly-formed Central Coast Council, Mr Ian Reynolds said: 

“It is likely the State Government would have moved to compulsorily acquire this land if council had not agreed to sell it.“This decision guarantees the best outcome for council and residents.”Mr Reynolds said the new facility would have the potential to create hundreds of local construction jobs and ongoing employment.“The decision I had to make was about the land transfer,” Mr Reynolds said at a media conference after the meeting.“There is a separate question about whether the facility should be developed and that is part of a planning process,” he said.In responding to comments from residents that as an appointee of 

the NSW Government, Mr Reynolds was simply doing its bidding, he said: “The decision was would I agree to sell the land.“I am independent of government infl uence, I am not here to do the government’s bidding, I am here to serve the council,” Mr Reynolds said.“Business goes on.“We have to deal with business as usual and the state government said if we don’t sell it, it will be compulsorily acquired,” he said.Central Coast Council CEO, Mr Rob Noble: “You could align the decision about the Kangy Angy land with the Sword of Damocles that came down with the immediate sacking of all councillors.“We have had a sword held over our heads,” Mr Noble said.

“Council has been forced into a situation of agreeing to sell or forced to accept terms that may not be benefi cial to the community.“It is really sad when potential impacts arise on the people of that area,” he said.Mr Noble said he would defend the decision to keep the sale price of the land confi dential until the deal was fi nalised.“The price will eventually become public but … commercial in confi dence is a really important element of business deals when money is involved,” Mr Noble said.“We are shocked by the decision made by the administrator,” Kangy Angy Residents Action Group spokesperson, Ms Michelle Nicholson said following the council 

meeting.“Resident, Mr Neil Bolte and Community Environment Network representative, Mr Mike Campbell, were both given reasonable time to voice the Kangy Angy residents’ concerns about the transfer of the land,” Ms Nicholson said.“Tonight’s decision by Central Coast Council’s new administrator to offl oad fl ood prone, environmentally sensitive land to Transport for NSW to build a $300 million train facility is irresponsible and is detrimental to the Kangy Angy and Ourimbah area.“Let’s hope the reckless decision tonight is not a sign of things to come from the new amalgamated council.“Residents will continue to fi ght the proposed development that is being built in a ridiculous location.“The facility would have no access in, would be built by fi lling in a wetland and wasting our tax payer dollars.“ T r a n s p o r t ’ s consultants put forward eight preferred sites and Kangy Angy was not one of them.“Transport for NSW need to rethink their ill-conceived plan.”

Email, Jun 2, 2016Michelle Nicholson, Kangy Angy Residents Action GroupAgenda item 3.4, May 25, 2016Meeting transcript, May 25, 2016Central Coast Council extraordinary meetingJackie Pearson, journalist

Council’s fi rst property 
decision angers residents

Flooding of the Kangy Angy access road near the proposed train maintenance site on June 4 and 5
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Wyong Shire C o u n c i l hosted 21 delegates from the Beijing Government, China on Monday, September 17.The delegates met with council to fi nd out about development opportunities in the Shire, with council presenting an outline of economic opportunities in the Shire and an overview of future planning projects.Delegates were given a full overview of the Warnervale Chinese Cultural Theme Park proposal by the Australia China Foundation Association (ACFA).“Council is delighted to be one of the few select areas chosen to visit by this delegation of Chinese Government offi cials,” said mayor, Cr Bob Graham.“What it shows is that we have a strong reputation when it comes to future proposals involving economic development in the Shire.“Our visitors were very keen to learn about 

a lot of projects we have currently and projects that are coming up and how we go about managing these projects.“It is a great coup for Council to have our work recognised at an International level,” said 

Cr Graham.Last year, an agreement was signed between the Australia China Foundation Association (ACFA) and Wyong Council to investigate a site at Warnervale as the 

potential home of a Chinese Cultural Theme Park.The agreement allowed the proponents to investigate a potential 15 hectare site, on Council land, for the purpose of constructing 

the $500 million Cultural Theme Park.The ACFA required access to Council land in order to fully develop a proposal that would have a detailed business plan, fi nancial strategy, benefi ts and costs, to 

enable them to go back to China and source additional funding to raise the necessary capital for the project.“We know this project already has the support of sectors of the Chinese Government which is critical for getting corporate support in China,” said Cr Graham.“This has the potential to be one of the biggest tourism developments in New South Wales in a number of years and also create more than 1,000 jobs in the local area.“The delegation was certainly very interested in being briefed on the progress of this development and they were very enthusiastic about the work Council has done to assist in getting it to this level,” said Cr Graham.Council expects to make a further statement about the proposed Chinese Cultural Theme Park in the coming months.

Media Release, 17 Sep 2012Wyong Council MediaEmail, 26 Sep 2012Cameron Bell, Wyong Shire Council

Chinese delegates briefed 
on Cultural Theme Park

Cr Bob Graham and Cr Doug Eaton meet with representatives of the Beijing Government at Council’s Civic Centre
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According to the AEC, a “close seat” is declared when the Two Candidate Preferred result is between 49.50% and 50.50%.At the time the Wyong Regional Chronicle went to press, the latest AEC fi gures showed the Liberal candidate for Dobell Ms Karen McNamara had a total of 50.42% of the Two Candidate Preferred votes.Dobell’s Labor candidate Ms Emma McBride had 49.58% of the Two Candidate Preferred votes.With 18.2% of the vote yet to be counted, only 626 votes separate the candidates.Ms McNamara, who so 

far has received 41.02% of fi rst preference votes, ran an election campaign which spanned overa year.Ms McBride, who currently has 35.67% of fi rst preference votes, ran a much shorter campaign and was only endorsed as the Labor party’s candidate for Dobell four weeks prior to the election.Neither candidate responded when contacted by the Wyong Regional Chronicle for comment.The Federal seat of Dobell was previously held by Mr Craig Thomson, who became Member for Dobell in 2007.

Mr Thomson currently has 3.99% of fi rst preference votes.Mr Thomson said he was looking forward to spending more time with his family.“On election night, I became a private citizen,” Mr Thomson said.Greens candidate for Dobell Ms Sue Wynn has so far received 4.72% of fi rst preference votes.Ms Wynn said she was proud to have represented the Greens in Dobell and to have presented her party’s evidence-based policies to the electorate.“We used every means available to us with our extremely limited campaign funds to get our message out to voters 

so they could make an informed decision,” Ms Wynn said.Ms Wynn thanked her stalwart members and supporters for their assistance in her campaign.“They all volunteered so that we could work towards achieving a caring society that looks after and protects the environment for us all,” she said.“The Greens will continue to be active on the Central Coast as a positive voice for a cleaner economy and a more caring society.”Palmer United candidate Ms Kate McGill, who currently has 3.40% of fi rst preference votes, said her party faced strong competition from high profi le parties and independents in

the electorate.“I think the result in Dobell proved what many of us have known for a long time – that is, the people of Dobell fear Coalition policies which is why the ALP still has support,” Ms McGill said.“I think the job for me over the next three years will be to lift the profi le of the party and provide the people of Dobell with the information they need to distinguish Palmer United Party as not the new kid on the block, but the best alternative for Dobell next time around.“Once the people of Dobell take time to look at our policies and digest the fact that they are not self-centred and indeed are policies that seek to benefi t all Australians rather than just lobby 

or fringes groups, thenwe will get the people behind us.“I look forward to keeping a close eye on whoever does win, as I suspect very little will change for the often forgotten and even more marginal seat of Dobell.”Prior to September 7, the status of the Dobell seat was undefi ned.Of the votes counted so far, 7.52% of votes were informal votes.

Website, 11 Sep 2013Australian Electoral CommissionEmail, 10 Sep 2013David Gardiner, Offi ce of Craig ThomsonEmail, 10 Sep 2013Sue Wynn, Greens candidate for Dobell Email, 10 Sep 2013Kate McGill,Palmer United candidate for Dobell

Dobell still too close to call

As of Wednesday, September 11, the Australian Electoral Commission (AEC) has declared the Federal seat of Dobell as a “close seat”.
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At 1:00pm the Central Coast Volunteer Rescue Squad were called to an accident on Tumbi Rd that was caused by the extremely icy conditions.Central Coast Rescue Squad said it had received reports of ice and even black ice along most roadways around Bateau Bay, Killarney Vale and 

Tumbi Umbi.Live Traffi c NSW was urging motorists to take extreme caution as traffi c in all directions was affected by ice on the Central Coast Hwy at Bateau Bay.The SES reported receiving 90 calls for assistance and conducted six fl ood rescues.

Hail was reported as far south as Sydney’s northern beaches and the storm cell moved south towards Sydney through the afternoon of September 17.

Facebook, Sep 17, 2015Central Coast Volunteer Rescue Squad

Hail made local roads treacherous

Intense storm cell 
causes whiteout

An intense storm cell that passed over the Central Coast from around 12:00pm on Thursday, September 17 caused heavy 
rainfall and hail in some areas.

Photos from Wyong Council facebook page
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Following the sale of almost all stage one lots in less than six months at Menindee Ridge, Darkinjung LALC is preparing to release stage 1A lot sales in the coming months.Commenting on the December 2012 Housing Affordability Review commissioned by Pacifi c Link Housing, Darkinjung LALC’s CEO Mr Sean Gordon said that developments such as Menindee Ridge were essential to the future planning for the region.The research projected that the Central Coast’s population would grow by 39% in 2036, presenting a number of infrastructure challenges and highlighting the need to prioritise affordable housing.“It is concerning to hear that by 2036, the Central Coast will need more than 50,000 new houses to accommodate the population’s growth,” said Mr Gordon.“Menindee Ridge demonstrates a real opportunity to meet the growth needs of the Central Coast and Darkinjung is proud to be planning for the future of 

our region.”A discussion paper released by the Department of Planning and Infrastructure titled Sydney over the next 20 years has revealed that Sydney’s population estimates for 2031 are far higher than anticipated in its 2005 Metropolitan Strategy, resulting in demand for more than 570,000 new homes.In response to this, Mr Gordon said that the Central Coast must be prepared to accommodate the on-fl ow of Sydney’s burgeoning population.“As the largest land owner on the Central Coast, we understand that it is our responsibility to work with other key stakeholders to ensure the region is prepared for the future,” said Mr Gordon.“In addition to Menindee Ridge, Darkinjung is continually exploring opportunities to offer affordable housing options to the region.“We are currently in the process of working through a development application with our land holdings at Halekulani through the future establishment of a Manufactured Home 

Estate comprised of 251 dwellings.“Along with delivering affordable and sustainable residences to the local community, this project will create a number of employment and enterprise development opportunities,” he said.

Media release, 18 Mar 2013Alison Orren, Brilliant Logic 

New 109 lot development 
at Menindee Ridge

Darkinjung Local Aboriginal Land Council (LALC) at Wyong is building a new 109 lot development at Menindee Ridge, Blue Haven.
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Council has developed 39 projects and initiatives to transform Wyong Shire, create jobs and build vital infrastructure. Mayor Cr Doug Eaton, who hosted the forum, said Council has been working tirelessly towards achieving its vision but there is only so much that Council can do alone.“We need more jobs and infrastructure for our community and we need serious commitments 

from the state government to make them a reality,” mayor Cr Eaton said. O p p o s i t i o n Spokesperson for the Central Coast Ms Linda Burney said a Labor Government would commit to a $141 million infrastructure fund, support the Link Rd Project and an upgrade to Wyong Hospital.Minister for the Central Coast Mr Rob Stokes reconfi rmed a commitment for a $600 

million infrastructure fund for the Central Coast and hinted Wyong Shire would receive at least half of those funds. “We are expected to take the overwhelming majority of growth in the Shire, 70,000 by 2031, so we should get the lion’s share of the infrastructure spend and it was encouraging to hear Minister Stokes acknowledge that,” mayor Cr Eaton said. Liberal candidate 

for Wyong Ms Sandra Kerr gave a personal commitment to push for a key project in Wyong Shire, CASAR Park, which Council has identifi ed as a key vision project for jobs and needs a $14 million injection of funding from the State Government.“This great community project will inject $10 million into the local economy, create 100 full time jobs and attract 70,000 visitors a year and it is great to hear it is on the State Government’s agenda,” mayor Cr Eaton said. Other key 

announcements at the forum included: Two new NSW Service Centres (community hubs) for Toukley and Wyong by Minister Stokes; $130,000 for Warnervale Community Centre by Ms Burney; $100,000 for a skate park in the Shire by Ms Burney; and $2 million for the Tuggerah Lakes Estuary by Labor candidate for The Entrance Mr David Mehan.“This process has been worthwhile and has now delivered results for our community.“It was heartening to hear all candidates and 

party leaders there today say they are impressed by Council’s vision and are looking closely at our 39 projects. “Our projects are shovel ready now and will kick start the local economy and with State Government support, they will deliver jobs and opportunities for our community, and at the end of the day, that is what we are all here for,” said mayor Cr Eaton.

Media release, 4 Mar 2015Wyong Council media

Wyong projects gain support 
from both sides of politics

Wyong Council’s vision to transform the Central Coast was given strong endorsement by local state election candidates at 
its election forum held on Wednesday, March 4.

Wyong Hospital
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The Central Coast Drinking Water Catchments Protection (No ifs, no buts, a guarantee) Bill 2014 prohibits mining and exploration activities in the seven drinking water catchments of the Central Coast - the Mangrove Creek Dam, Mardi Dam, Ourimbah Creek, Wyong River, Porters Creek, Mangrove Creek Weir and Mooney Mooney Dam catchment areas.“This bill gives Premier Barry O’Farrell and members of his government the opportunity to fulfi l their clear election commitment to the people of the Central Coast that mining and exploration would not occur there – “no ifs, no buts, a guarantee”.“Before the last election Barry O’Farrell made a clear promise to the people of the Central Coast,” said Mr Buckingham.Former Minister for the Central Coast, former Minister for Energy and Resources 

and the current Member for Terrigal Mr Chris Hartcher, wrote a letter to residents of Yarramalong and Dooralong stating: “If necessary, special legislation will be introduced into the Parliament to protect the Wyong water catchment.”Mr Buckingham said: “This will be a test of whether Premier Barry O’Farrell is a man of his word, or whether he’ll say one thing to voters and do another thing in power.”“It goes to the heart of his credibility.“Barry O’Farrell is Premier of this state.“He made a commitment and he can’t now pretend he is powerless to do anything.“This bill provides an opportunity for action instead of excuses,” said Mr Buckingham.The bill was moved by contingency on Thursday, March 6.

Media release, 4 Mar 2014Max Phillips, Offi ce of Jeremy Buckingham 

Central Coast Drinking Water 
Catchments Protection Bill introduced

The Greens NSW spokesperson on mining Mr Jeremy Buckingham has introduced legislation into the NSW Legislative Council to stop mining and exploration in the Central Coast drinking water catchment saying it will test Premier Barry O’Farrell’s credibility.

“I am, and always have been, committed to the protection of the Central Coast water catchment. This protection is best 

achieved by proper scientifi c analysis.The Government has established a completely independent process- the 

Planning Assessment Commission- to evaluate all scientifi c evidence relating to mining proposals.

Unless the mining proposals are safe, especially in respect of water catchments, they will not be granted permission to proceed.”

Media statement, 6 Mar 2014Chris Harcther, Member for Terrigal MP

Member for Gosford Mr Chris Holstein, Member for Wyong Mr Darren Webber, Premier Mr Barry O’Farrell, Australian Coal Alliance coordinator Mr Alan Hayes, Member for The Entrance Mr Chris Spence and Member for Terrigal Mr Chris Hartcher

Let the assessment 
commission decide

Former Minister for the Central Coast and Energy and Recourses Mr Chris Hartcher has responded to inquiries made by Wyong Regional Chronicle.
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Spokesperson for the Kangy Angy Residents Action Group, Mr Tony Caldersmith spoke against the sale of the land at the Wyong Council meeting on Wednesday, March 23, describing it as ecologically sensitive fl oodplain land to be sold to make way for a railway fl eet maintenance facility.“There is compelling evidence that the site is unsuitable for the proposed development given the fl ooding and environmental constraints of the land… alternative sites without those constraints are available and should be taken up,” Mr Caldersmith said.The land would be 

rezoned to make way for the rail facility. “No less than four endangered fl oodplain ecological communities occur within the site and it provides foraging and habitat for a range of threatened and critically engendered species including yellow-bellied gliders, squirrel gliders and the powerful owl.“Also, a tributary of Ourimbah Creek fl owing through the site is a known biodiversity ‘hot-spot’ for rare and threatened amphibian species such as the green and golden bell-frog and the green-thighed frog,” he said.“We don’t want our 

wildlife to be railroaded.”According to the Environmental Issues Report prepared by Conacher Consulting, December 2015, the Land and Environment Court would be likely to fi nd that the site is unsuitable for the proposed development.The site also presents considerable constraints in terms of fl ooding and bushfi re and a development of the type and scale proposed would be likely to have an unacceptable and signifi cant impact on a number of species or their habitats.The report found 

that the proposal would signifi cantly impact on endangered ecological communities, PCTs that contain threatened species habitat, areas that contain habitat for vulnerable, endangered or critically endangered threatened species, wildlife habitat linkages and a riparian area and watercourse of fourth order and an important wetland area.It further states that alternative sites for the proposal which would result in a reduced impact on local biodiversity should be investigated.

Media release, Mar 21, 2016Environmental Issues Report Summary, Dec 2015Michelle Nicholson, Kangy Angy Residents Action Group

Land sale for railway 
facility deferred

A decision to sell land at Kangy Angy to Transport for NSW has been deferred by Wyong Council for two months to allow 
residents to make further representations to Transport for NSW regarding possible alternate locations for the facility.

The proposed intercity fl eet maintenance site during local fl oods

A view of Turpentine Rd, Kangy Angy under water in January

One such resident, Mr Dean Innes spoke at Wyong Council on March 23 in favour of the proposed sale of council land to Transport for NSW.“There is a group of people in the north of the street who would like to see it proceed,” he said.Mr Innes said the development would create the opportunity for a new land bridge to deal with fl ooding and even a children’s playground.According to Mr Innes, Transport for NSW had promised a landscaped buffer to make sure the facility was permanently hidden.“We’ve also engaged our own planner to look at various ways to get around development restrictions in the area and this development is a 

solution to some of those problems.In responding to questions from Cr Doug Vincent, a representative of the Kangy Angy Residents Action Group, Mr Tony Caldersmith said Transport for NSW  had said it was too early to discuss community benefi ts.“The railway people said it was all too early; they were not going to talk about that yet, we are not down to that level of planning,” Mr Caldersmith said.Mr Caldersmith also confi rmed that Wyong Council had not, at any stage, approached residents about the idea of selling the land to Transport for NSW.

Continued page 3

Kangy Angy land sale 
supported by some

Not all Kangy Angy residents are opposed to the development of an inter-city train maintenance facility in the area.
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The review by KPMG was initially commissioned after concerns were raised that FWA were taking too long to investigate fi nancial mismanagement issues.“The spurious allegations and claims against me in the fi ndings of the Fair Work Australia report have been completely discredited by the KPMG review,” said Mr Thomson.“I am vindicated and the FWA report is totally discredited.“The key fi ndings of the KPMG review are that the investigations by FWA were hampered by the absence of relevant 

investigation standards and procedures, document and case management protocols and insuffi cient appropriately qualifi ed and experienced personnel.“When you consider that the investigator based his conclusions on blatant assertions, this review by KPMG makes a complete mockery of the so called investigation by FWA.“Right from the outset, I have said that the investigation by Fair Work Australia was fl awed.“This review confi rms my concerns.“One of the many fi ndings dealing with defi ciencies in the conduct of the FWA 

investigations says the security arrangements over documents were inadequate.“In my response to FWA, I indicated that documents that existed that would clear me had gone missing or were destroyed.“KPMG’s review confi rms this.“I have said on many occasions that FWA did not consider all relevant documents and evidence.“This position is also vindicated in other fi ndings, that: ‘FWA did not consider all potential sources of information…’, and that ‘FWA did not have protocols in place for the collection and retention 

of documents’.“New matters concerning investigations into key Health Services Union personnel, including media reports regarding the police investigation into Kathy Jackson, further vindicate my position that the FWA investigation and report were grossly defi cient and inaccurate.“While KPMG says it could not ‘identify any indications of potential interference in the HSU investigations’, KPMG also says FWA Vice-President Lawler’s records were not made available.“This fi nding by KPMG therefore, must be left open, given the investigation by Victorian Police into this matter,” said Mr Thomson.Email, 31 Aug 2012David Gardiner, Offi ce of Craig Thomson, MP

“I am vindicated” 
said Craig Thomson

Member for Dobell Mr Craig Thomson has said the allegations and claims against him in the fi ndings of the Fair Work Australia (FWA) report have been completely discredited by the KPMG advisory group review.

The public will be asked to complete a referendum question to decide if future mayors of Wyong Shire should be elected by the public for a four year term, or continue to be elected by 

fellow councillors.“Currently, the mayor of Wyong Shire is decided on a yearly basis by a vote from Councillors,” general manager Mr Michael Whittaker said.“The Local 

Government Act dictates mayors elected by Councillors can only serve a 12 month term and they must renominate should they wish to be considered for another year.“This referendum gives 

the public a chance to change this process if they wish,” Mr Whittaker said.On election day, the public will be asked to answer either yes or no to the following question; “Do you favour the election of the Mayor by electors for a four year term and an increase of the number of Councillors from 10 to 11 (including 

the mayor) to enable the election of fi ve Councillors from the two wards?”If the majority vote to the referendum question is yes, the mayor would be elected by the public for a four-year term starting from the 2016 Local Government elections, and the number of councillors would 

increase from 10 to 11.If the vote to the referendum question is no, the elected council will continue to determine the mayor on a yearly basis and the number of Councillors will remain at 10.

Media release, 27 Aug 2012Wyong Council Media

Public to decide on mayoral vote
Wyong Council has released a reminder to residents that not only will they have the chance to vote for councillors on Saturday, September 8, but they can also vote on the way a mayor is elected in the future.
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It’s all part of a push to better position the Shire to attract more business, investment and jobs as well as refl ect the rapidly changing nature of the area, by creating a strong, marketable ‘place brand’.There is no intention to change the name of any suburb, including the town of Wyong itself.The question of the Shire’s name came up during initial consultation with more than 650 locals earlier this year.Director of Community and Recreation Services Ms Maxine Kenyon said that there are many examples of cities and local government areas that have successfully redefi ned their identities to change perceptions by creating a Place Brand.“Places like Newcastle have repositioned their community as innovative and cultural following the decline of the steel industry; and Penrith has recently redefi ned itself as the ‘New West’ to highlight a more vibrant, multicultural and young entrepreneurial community,” Ms Kenyon said.“Maitland is another area that last year created a new Place Brand to highlight its growing 

sophistication while still leveraging its signifi cant heritage attributes,” she said.However, unlike Newcastle, Penrith, or Maitland, Wyong Shire does not have one large, lynch-pin city on which to pin a Place Brand.“Our geography is more diverse and is based around a collective of smaller townships,” Ms Kenyon said.She said the issue of a possible name change had been raised without prompting in nearly all initial stakeholder workshops and clearly warranted further investigation.“Some people felt that the word ‘Wyong’ was perceived to be fi rst associated with the Wyong township rather than the whole Shire; others felt that there might be more equity in other town names or that there should be a completely new name to refl ect the broader area.Mayor Cr Doug Eaton said that there was no doubt that the Wyong Shire area had grown into a signifi cant community in its own right over the last 30 years.“There is so much happening here in this 

area; we are no longer a small country outpost between Sydney and Newcastle or just a Sydney ‘week-ender’. “The Shire was formed 68 years ago, in 1946, from the old Erina Shire, and back then the population was only 10,000 people.“Today we’ve got 160,000 and this is projected to grow to over 200,000 by 2030.“We have a passionate community that is growing and evolving and becoming more vibrant all the time, and the work council is doing with the community to revitalise town centres is breathing new life into places like Toukley, The Entrance and Long Jetty.“At Warnervale and other places in North Wyong, the State Government has earmarked another 40,000 people to be housed.“It is clear Wyong Shire is far more than Wyong Town Centre.“A survey of people in Sydney indicates that perceptions of our area are stuck in the past.“Only 7% of people surveyed said they would actively recommend Wyong Shire as a place to live or visit and 23% did not know where it was 

and had never even heard of it.“In fact, our independent research found that externally, The Entrance, Tuggerah Lakes, and Long Jetty were more recognised than the name Wyong.“So it is critical that we work to increase awareness and change the way people think about our area, because that affects their decisions on whether to live, visit or bring business here.“Part of this rebranding process is considering if we’ve got the name right for this community,” he said.Deputy Mayor Cr Lynne Webster said she would really like to see this go out for public consultation.“I’m a strong believer in promoting our area’s unique qualities and the strengths of our people,” said Cr Webster.“This is a great exercise to see if the community believes the Shire needs a much stronger, more marketable name.“It is very important our community understands that suburb and town names are not changing,” Cr Webster said. “I’m prepared to listen to what our people are saying and to see what comes back.“I’ve been happy with what we’ve done so far 

in looking at rebranding but it’s now at the point that we need to go out to the community for constructive comment.”Cr Eaton stressed nothing had been decided by council yet. “Personally I’d like to see a name like Coast Lakes, to give prominence to our iconic Tuggerah Lakes and beautiful coast and beaches, but I’m looking forward to seeing what members of our community think,” he said. Long term resident Ms Edna Wacher, who was also Wyong Shire Citizen of the Year and is a Multicultural Advisory Committee member, said she believed it was important to get involved in an initiative like this and she was keen to hear what the community thinks about a name change.“Whether or not we change the name, I think that the only way forward 

is to see a refreshed identity that will be visible not only within the local community but also the neighbouring localities.“In this way, we can then attract more investors, tourists and potential residents to our area,” said Ms Wacher.Council will undertake a two stage engagement to seek the community’s level of interest in a change and what suggestions they have, before going back to let people chose a preference. It should be noted that if a name change did occur for council, branded assets would be changed over a period of time on a zero waste basis, such as during the replacement of assets in routine maintenance programs, and as such, if the project proceeds, it will be at minimal cost.

Media release, 24 Jul 2014Wyong Council media

Public consultation on 
Wyong Shire name change

Wyong Council has decided to undertake community consultation on whether the name “Wyong Shire” best represents the identity of the whole of the Shire.
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On Monday, August 12, Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade Senator Bob Carr announced $10 million of federal government funding towards the club’s training base and community hub.Senator Carr was joined by government offi cials, Mariners representatives, Football Federation Australia administrators, Darkinjung Local Aboriginal Land Council (LALC) delegates and media at the funding announcement in Tuggerah.After watching Mariners head coach Graham Arnold lead the club’s fi rst team through a pre-season session, Senator Carr announced that the grant would help deliver a Hyundai A-League fi rst program enabling talented indigenous players to not only improve their football skills, but also advance their life prospects.“This project is about more than just football,” Senator Carr said.“It’s about providing a sporting, health and education hub that delivers a wide range of benefi ts for the local community and economy.”Central Coast Mariners Group general manager Mr Peter Turnbull said that the concept to establish the club’s Elite Indigenous 

Football Academy had been fi rst discussed with Darkinjung LALC chief executive offi cer Mr Sean Gordon throughout the Mariners’ 2013 championship winning campaign.“Today’s funding guarantee is the result of 12 months of hard work,” Mr Turnbull said.“We have been to Canberra on several occasions regarding this application, and we are delighted the funding has been fi nalised.“We feel the Mariners already make a tremendous difference to the lives of many people on the Central Coast, but with our 

Elite Indigenous Football Academy we hope to bring forward the days when the Socceroos can boast a strong number of Australia’s fi rst people.“Moreover, this funding will enable us to start work on stage two of the project within weeks.“Without this commitment, it would have taken several years for us to have been able to deliver the extra facilities.”Mr Turnbull said the funding would also help create jobs on the Central Coast over the medium to long term, with a range of individuals and companies from a variety of sectors engaged to help deliver the 

project.“This additional investment via the Mariners into the local economy will provide another boost to the local community,” he said.Central Coast Mariners majority owner Mr Michael Charlesworth, who is currently abroad on business, forwarded his thanks to the government and member for Dobell Mr Craig Thomson for assisting in securing the funding.“Our Elite Indigenous Football Academy will be the fi rst of its kind in Australia and will provide talented but disadvantaged indigenous kids the best possible opportunity to realise their dreams of becoming professional footballers,” Mr 

Charlesworth said.“I would like to thank Craig, who has worked tirelessly in making this opportunity come about.“Craig has always been a keen supporter of our vision to ensure the Central Coast is Australia’s football leader.”Head of Hyundai A-League Mr Damien de Bohun also attended the announcement.“This is a fantastic opportunity for the future of Central Coast football and the Mariners,” Mr de Bohun said.“Thousands of kids will benefi t from this development and to have the inclusion of an Elite Indigenous Football Academy is another great step for the continued growth of football on the 

Central Coast.”Mr Thompson said he was proud to have been involved in negotiating the $10 million funding for the Centre of Excellence at Tuggerah.“This is a huge vote of confi dence in the future of the Mariners here on the Central Coast,” Mr Thomson said.Stage two of the Central Coast Mariners Centre of Excellence will include a 1,500 seat grandstand, lighting for the training fi elds and additional car parking.The Central Coast Mariners Centre of Excellence already features a tournament quality playing fi eld used for fi rst team training and National Youth League matches; coaching and players’ quarters complete with a gym and offi ce space; 10 all-weather synthetic pitches used by the local community and parking for over 100 vehicles.Building for a public hydrotherapy and aquatic centre will be completed next year.The funds for the project are from the latest round of the Regional Development Australia Fund.Funding for this project is already included in the budget.

Media release, 12 Aug 2013,Central Coast Mariners 

Centre of Excellence 
receives $10 million grant

Head Coach Graham Arnold,  Central Coast Mariners Group General Manager Peter Turnbull, Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade SenatorBob Carr with 2013 Federal Election Candidates Deborah O’Neill (Robertson) and Emma McBride (Dobell) 

The Central Coast Mariners Centre of Excellence will soon be home to some of Australia’s best indigenous footballers.
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Council has received an application for a Buddhist temple and ancillary buildings on a 2.61ha parcel of land at Sparks Rd, Warnervale, on the proposed Chinese Theme Park site.The $83.5million proposal includes Buddhist ceremonial and meditation halls, a 244 unit, four storey 

pilgrim lodge, basement car parking area, internal roads, landscaping and associated infrastructure.The development proposes 24 hour per day and seven day per week operation as a place of public worship employing over 150 full-time staff and with 20 monks residing full time at the lodge.

The application will be publicly exhibited within the coming weeks for public comment.This site forms part of the 15.7ha Australia China Theme Park site which is currently under consideration for a planning proposal to allow a range of additional tourist related uses to be considered on 

the site.The NSW Department of Planning and Environment has issued a gateway determination for the proposal and the applicant is undertaking a range of studies as part of the planning proposal process.In response to the lodgement, Cr Lloyd Taylor said: “This application is the beginning of a $500 million development for Wyong shire that 

will create 5,000 much-needed local jobs.“The fl ow-on effect of other associated jobs will be staggering,” Cr Taylor said.“When completed, the complex will incorporate 50 restaurants, a 500 seat theatre, parks, waterways and a hotel,” he said.“I am very happy this application has been lodged and it demonstrates the commitment to proceed, as over a million dollars 

has been spent so far by the applicants.“The development application fee itself is close to $100,000.“In the coming months, everybody will have the opportunity to see the extent of the vision regarding this plan,” Cr Taylor said.

Media release, 27 July 2015Wyong Council mediaEmail, 28 July 2015Lloyd Taylor, Wyong Council

Buddhist Temple development 
application formally lodged

A development application for the long talked about Buddhist Temple has been formally lodged with Wyong Council.

A montage of the Buddhist temple and ancillary buildings
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The developer has taken the step because Central Coast Council took longer than the 40 to 60 days it is legally given to consider a development application.By dragging its feet, Central Coast Council has given the developer, GV Nominees, the opportunity to ask the Land and Environment 

Court to consider the DA.Ms Kylie Boyle from the ‘Say No to Glenning Valley Development’ group said the fi rst Land and Environment Court date was September 29.“We found out about the Deemed Refusal directly from the Central Coast Council Adminstrator, Mr Ian Reynolds, when we met 

him at a Community Environment Network meeting,” Ms Boyle said.The Central Coast Council has not announced any intentions in relation to the position it will take on the future of the development when it reaches the Land and Environment Court.“They are sitting on the fence,” Ms Boyle said.

“Even if the council was going to refuse or pass the development all along, they can look like the good guys if the Land and Environment Court makes the decision,” she said.Following the announcement of the Deemed Refusal application, protestors and residents again rallied peacefully at the edge of Glenning Valley’s bushland on August 14 to show their opposition 

to the proposed development.“The community at Glenning Valley will not stand down,” Ms Boyle said.“We are prepared to fi ght and do whatever it takes to stop this development.“We are hoping that Council will represent us and stand with us in saying no at the meeting with the LEC,” she said.According to Ms Boyle, the matter will 

be a Class One and will be dealt with, at least initially, by a mediator, but the community group has been given no details about what will take place on September 29.“I have had other developers tell me they would not touch that land because it is so ecologically sensitive,” Ms Boyle said.

Media Release, Aug 15, 2016Kylie Boyle, Glenning Valley

Developer goes to Land and 
Environment Court because 

Council was too slow

The developer of a proposed 264-lot residential subdivision at Glenning Valley has lodged a Deemed Refusal application with the NSW Land and Environment Court.

Members of the Say No to Glenning Valley Development group held a peaceful vigil after learning the DA was now in the hands of the Land and Environment Court
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“We had crews out over the weekend putting out water over road signs in many locations throughout Yarramalong and Dooralong Valleys and closing roads in those locations aswell as at Warnervale,” said a WyongCouncil spokesperson.“We also had crews working to clear fallen 

trees from road reserves in both valleys, but mainly the Yarramalong Valley, as it seemedto cop the brunt of the poor weather.“We have an extra Rural Grading crew working to repair the gravel roads in both Valleys from fl ood damage to the pavement and also table drains.“We will have a 

better understanding of the amount of work still required by the end of the week when wecan collect more information following thorough inspections.”The bad weather coincided with an urgent warning issued by NSW Police and Emergency Services asking motorists in particular to not defy 

closed road instructions.Deputy State Emergency operations controller Assistant Commissioner Alan Clarke said if roads were closed it’s for a very good reason; they are fl ooded and dangerous.“We are again appealing for motorists, and members of the public to never enter fl oodwaters or cross fl ooded causeways.NSW Police and emergency service 

personnel said they were frustrated that time and resources were being wasted to rescue motorists who were ignoring signs that roads were closed.“It is dangerous for them and for those who have to rescue them.”Motorists driving through Tuggerah on the Saturday were diverted through the Woodbury Park housing estate to return to Wyong Rd, following the closure of Anzac Rd.

Catchments in the Wyong region also received heavy rainfall, with Jilliby recording 68 millimetres, Wyong72 millimetres, Ourimbah Creek 74 millimetres, Mardi Dam83 millimetres and Toukley 81.

Email, 26 Feb 2013Wyong Council MediaMedia release, 23 Feb 2013NSW Police Media

Wyong Council is cleaning up Yarramalong and Dooralong Valleys, following damage to roads from heavy rains and fallen trees on the weekend of Saturday, February 23.

Over 70mm rain causes
major council clean up

Flooded road in Yarramalong ValleyDamage of a Yarramalong Road
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The Harman Group have plans to add a state-of-the-art hotel, more housing and a conference centre to the resort.Mayor Cr Eaton, who was at the offi cial ground-breaking ceremony on Saturday, said the Sydney based company have a proven track record in 

residential and resort development and is pleased to welcome them to Wyong Shire.“Tourism is one of the major planks in our Economic Development Plan as it is a big job generator, especially for our youth.“Further development 

of the resort means hundreds of local jobs will be created during construction alone with many more to follow once completed.“It is great to see a company of such high standing believe in the potential of our area and are willing to invest over 

$100 million here – this is great news for our community.”The CEO of Harman Group, Mr Ethan He, applauded Council for its help during the due diligence process and for their enthusiasm for the project. “Mayor Doug Eaton met with us personally and has impressed us with his vision for the area,” Mr He said. 

“We love Wyong, its beautiful environment and great location, close to Sydney, made the decision to invest here pretty easy.“We are looking forward to working with Council and the community through the future development of Kooindah resort and establishing Wyong Shire as a true tourism destination.”

The resort will continue to be managed by the Accor group under the Mercure brand and Troon Golf will continue to manage the golf course. The 18 hole golf course was designed by Ross Watson and Craig Parry and is currently ranked in the Top 100 golf courses in Australia.

Media release, 4 Feb 2015Wyong Council media

New owners plan 
$100 million investment 

at Kooindah Waters

The new owners of Kooindah Waters, Harman Global Holdings, were offi cially welcomed to Wyong Shire by Council’s mayor Doug Eaton at a ceremony on Saturday, January 31.

The offi cal welcoming ceremony at Kooindah Waters
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Ms Hall received news this week that the Abbott Government was refusing to honour a funding commitment to build the Gulgul Barang Youth Support Centre in San Remo – despite the funds being allocated in the budget prior to the last election. “The former Labor Government committed $2.7 million to build the Gulgul Barang Youth Support Centre last year,” said Ms Hall. “This was real money that was allocated in the budget papers and a DA was due to be lodged shortly.“Yet now the Federal Minister Warren Truss is refusing to honour that funding commitment, so the new centre can no longer go ahead. “So many people put so much hard work into the proposal for this project.“It would have been a major boost for the region and a signifi cant support centre for young people in the northern areas of Wyong Shire. “I am devastated that this project is not being supported by the Coalition Government. “It was such a 

worthwhile project and would have helped so many young people in the area. “It would have offered support with employment training, skills development, health care, cultural engagement and mentoring. “The Federal Minister claims the project could not go ahead because it was due to be funded through proceeds from the Mineral Resource Rent Tax (MRRT).“But this is simply not true. “When the former Federal Labor Government announced funding for the project last year it was not reliant on money from the MRRT.“The project was fully funded through the budget process with projections that came out of Treasury.“It was also announced prior to the caretaker period. “The Coalition Government has simply chosen not to support this region and to turn its back on services in the northern suburbs of Wyong Shire.” The Gulgul Barang 

Centre was proposed by a community partnership involving the Darkinjung Local Aboriginal Land Council, the San Remo Neighbourhood Centre, Central Coast Medicare Local, Youth Connections, ET Australia and the local advisory group of Better Futures, Local Solutions. Darkinjung LALC also donated the land where the new centre was due to be built. San Remo Neighbourhood Centre manager Jillian Hogan said she was also disappointed that the centre no longer had government support. “We desperately need this new Gulgul Barang Centre because existing services are already so stretched,” she said. “How can we build our service delivery in the north of the Shire when we don’t have the infrastructure to support it?” Darkinjung LALC CEO Mr Sean Gordon said he was disappointed the centre did not receive funding.“This project was set to bring about much needed infrastructure 

to address critical factors within our region including social exclusion, youth dislocation from informal support networks and poor public transport for training and education.“While we feel let down by this latest development, we are 

exploring other avenues to rectify the situation, with hope that all is not lost.“Clearly the needs of the community outweigh any political agenda. “Given the growing population of the North Wyong area, there is a huge need for community infrastructure that 

supports the growing demands of the community in the form of employment, education, training and health,” said Mr Gordon.

Media release, 6 Feb 2014Sean Gordon, Darkinjung LALCMedia release, 6 Feb 2014Lisa McDermott, Offi ce of Jill Hall MP

Coalition renege on 
San Remo centre funding

Federal Member for Shortland Ms Jill Hall said she was devastated that the Coalition Government would not be funding the new youth support centre at San Remo. 

Federal Member for Shortland Jill Hall MP, with CEO of Darkinjung LALC Sean Gordon and Manager of the San Remo Neighbourhood Centre Jillian Hogan, discussing plans

The NSW 
Branch of the A u s t r a l i a n Labor Party will soon be calling for nominations 

to preselect a candidate for the Federal Electorate of Shortland following Ms Jill Hall’s decision 
not to nominate.“It has been an absolute honour and privilege to represent the wonderful people of Shortland in Federal Parliament since 1998 as well as representing many of them in State Parliament as Member for Swansea and in Lake Macquarie as a councillor,” Ms Hall said.“As the fi rst woman elected to any state or federal lower house seat in the Hunter, I am pleased to see so many Labor women now representing electorates,” she said.“The people of Shortland have been my inspiration, and to be their voice in Canberra has been extraordinary.“I want to put on record my thanks to my husband Lindsay and the rest of my family for supporting me while I took on this amazing job.“I know they have also made many sacrifi ces along the way.“After 18 years as a Federal Member of Parliament, I believe it is the right time to retire and 

move on to the next stage of my life.“I have made this decision in consultation with Lindsay and my family and it will be wonderful to spend more time with them in the beautiful area where we live,” she said.In addition to her achievements for the Hunter Region, Ms Hall listed the highlights of her career in Federal Parliament as: being part of the Parliament during Kevin Rudd’s historic Apology to the Stolen Generations; securing Federal funding to 

expand local GP clinics; and securing funding for a new Headspace service in Lake Haven.“I will continue to work hard in Parliament and in the electorate right up until the next election, whenever that is called.“I remain passionate about a number of national and local issues and I will keep fi ghting for justice and fairness wherever I can.“There will be a rank and fi le pre-selection in the Shortland Electorate and local branch members will determine who will be the next Labor party 

candidate.“I am sure the membership will elect an outstanding candidate for the next election.“Labor can win the next election and Australia will have a government lead by Bill Shorten which will deliver a fair and equitable society where every child can have access to a quality education and where your access to health is determined by your need and not your ability to pay.“Labor believes in equality of opportunity and protecting the rights 

of workers and the living standard of pensioners and families,” she said.Parliamentary leader of the ALP, Mr Bill Shorten said the party offered its thanks to Jill Hall for her service to the people of Shortland and parliament. “In more than thirty years of service as a rehabilitation counsellor, a local councillor, a State MP and the Member for Shortland, Jill has [strived] every day for a fairer, more equal and more inclusive Australia.“She has been a formidable champion for the rights of Australians 

with disability as well as the great Labor idea of equality of opportunity, in everything from education to healthcare. “As party whip, Jill carried out her duties with good humour and great patience, striking that delicate balance between maintaining discipline and encouraging camaraderie.Media speculation about the preselection of Hall’s replacement started before she had announced her retirement.The Australian Electoral Commission’s federal boundary adjustments have abolished the seat of Hunter, currently held by the ALP’s Joel Fitzgibbon, shadow minister for agriculture and a key power broker of the party’s NSW right faction.There have been reports that the ALP has planned to ‘parachute’ Fitzgibbon into either Shortland or that he will be moved into the seat of Charlton and its sitting member, Labor backbencher Pat Conroy, would be moved to Shortland.Anne Charlton has already been preselected to stand for the ALP in the seat of Robertson and Emma McBride has been preselected for Dobell.

Media release, Feb 28, 2016Lisa McDermott, offi ce of Jill HallJackie Pearson, journalist
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Coast’s longest serving State or 
Federal politician to retire

Jill Hall with her extended family on the announcement of her retirement
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Land at Bushells Ridge has been identifi ed as the potential site, and Council endorsed a revised map for the Draft LEP, indicating this strategic future location, at its Ordinary Council Meetingheld on Wednesday, December 12.

The map will be displayed for public comment along with the Draft LEP.“What this is about, at this stage, is simply the need to identify an ideal site for a future airport in the Shire,” said Wyong mayor Cr Doug Eaton.“In my view, any 

proposed airport is at least 10 years away, but it will certainly be a major boost to the area.“As the Central Coast population approaches 400,000 there is enough local demand in our own region for an airport.“Our residents shouldn’t be required to 

travel by car for hours to get to an airport and every other major region in Australia has one.“We are simply being disadvantaged by not having this asset.“We are only talking about smaller planes going to destinations such as Melbourne and Brisbane and that in itself will be an enormous boost for local businesses,” said mayor Cr Eaton.

A type three regional airport is defi ned as a limited service airport, with a single runway of up to 2600 metresin length.Cr Eaton said an airport such as this would provide the Central Coast with a signifi cant economic boost.“And, obviously for this to happen, there would need to be a signifi cant amount 

of money spent on infrastructure including upgrading road and rail links,” said Cr Eaton.“When you add it all up with the amount of jobs created, the economic benefi ts and improvements to local infrastructure, there are very few negatives.”

Media release,14 Dec 2012Wyong Council Media

Wyong Council’s draft Local Environmental Plan (LEP) 2012, which will be placed on public exhibition from Wednesday, January 9, identifi es land in the Shire’s north as the potential site for a future regional airport.

Bushells Ridge land set aside
for regional airport

 Potential Airport site at Bushells Ridge

Bushells RidgeBushells Ridge
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To celebrate the completion of r e n o v a t i o n s to its outside area, Toukley Library held an opening on Tuesday, December 2.The day included pre-school story time, free face painting, a free barbeque lunch provided by the Gorokan – Kanwal Lions Club, singing from the Toukley Public School Choir and a sale of ex library stock items.The community-friendly outdoor space connects Toukley Library, Toukley Community Hall and Merry Makers Central Coast providing residents and community groups with a valuable new recreational resource.Wyong Council’s section manager Library Services Ms Andrea Edwards said she was thrilled with the creatively designed decking that improves access for the disabled and transforms the area into a dynamic community precinct.“Staff and members love the changes, it has lifted the entire area and made Toukley Library lighter, brighter and more user-friendly, and it’s now much easier to get around with a stroller or wheelchair,” Ms Edwards said.

“This space takes the library into the open air, with convenient inbuilt seating under a gum tree 

canopy inviting residents to sit and read or chat, and it is also an ideal space for community 

events.“We can now open our north facing library doors so that members 

can sit and read outdoors or connect to our free Wi-Fi using their devices or ours,” said Ms Edwards.

Wyong Council contributes 90% of library funding and invested $165,000 in this project.Council’s mayor Cr Doug Eaton, who was at the event, said: “Christmas has come a few weeks early for Toukley with the newly rebuilt Canton Beach to open shortly, the Norah Head Boat Ramp nearing completion and the cinema complex at Lake Haven opening on 11 December along with this dynamic new community precinct.”“Council’s investment in this project refl ects our commitment to building a vibrant and connected Shire, and to building community capacity to engage in social and economic growth opportunities.“Libraries are important community resources, they encourage lifelong learning and connect residents to a wealth of knowledge and technology.“It is essential that we secure adequate state funding to ensure libraries can meet the needs of modern users as active public spaces that foster social interaction as much as they do education and learning.” 

Media release, 26 Nov 2014Wyong Council media

Toukley Library outdoor 
renovations completed
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The report also examined the costing of a number of options for The Entrance Channel and the management of erosion on The Entrance and North Entrance Beaches.Environment Minister Ms Robyn Parker said the independent study was commissioned by the NSW government to assist the community to better understand the impact of various management options of sand movement for The Entrance Channel.“ E n g i n e e r i n g consultants Cardno Pty Ltd prepared the report and have conducted extensive modelling and investigations,” Ms Parker said.The report considers a range of matters including the impact, if any, of the available options in relation to sand movement in the Channel, and the likely impact they 

would have on Tuggerah Lakes water quality and navigation between the lake and ocean.It also considers the impact the available options would have on shoaling of The Entrance and the need for ongoing dredging.The report further outlines the impact 

construction would have on bird habitat and beach amenity on the shores of the Channel, as well as on beach stability and amenity of North Entrance and The Entrance Beaches.Other issues taken up in the report are whether beach nourishment would improve beach amenity 

on The Entrance Beach; supplementing beach nourishment with the construction of groynes on The Entrance Beach; and the cost of breaking walls, beach nourishment and other options.Member for The Entrance Mr Chris Spence said The Entrance Channel was the number 

one concern of local residents during the 2011 election campaign and as a result, the Cardno report that specifi cally looks at the impact of break walls at The Entrance Channel was commissioned.“I am delighted that the study is now complete and is available for release,” Mr Spence said.

“The report goes into signifi cant detail on the impact break walls and four other available options would have on The Entrance Channel, and details the pros and cons of each of the fi ve options.“The local community has waited a long time for a study that specifi cally looks at options to deal with the sand movement issues at The Entrance Channel.“I encourage all interested residents to look at the study report and provide me with feedback on the option they would prefer to see happen.“The study report is open for consultation and feedback until May 2014 and I will be contacting local residents to encourage their input.“ R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s from Cardno will be available for community consultation sessions in the new year and I am happy for anyone interested in asking questions and learning more about the options to come along.”

Media release, 27 Nov 2013Laurie Alexander, Offi ce of Chris Spence

A r e p o r t commissioned to investigate ways to deal with sand movement issues at The Entrance Channel was released on Wednesday, November 27.

The Entrance Channel sand movement 
issues and options report released 

Chris Spence
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The Joint R e g i o n a l P l a n n i n g Panel is expected to approve a $298 million staged mixed use development at 78 to 118 The Entrance Road when it meets at Wyong on Monday, December 14.Wyong Council agreed at its December 9 meeting to make a submission to the JRPP endorsing the development.At this stage, the applicant is seeking ‘concept approval only’ for the works to take place in three operational stages, with subsequent detailed development applications being lodged for each future stage.The development would include demolition of existing buildings and construction of a shopping centre with a supermarket, shop top housing, hotel accommodation, restaurant, multi-purpose function space, and ancillary parking and other works.Moving a motion for Wyong Council to endorse the development and make a submission to the JRPP in support of the developer, Cr Lloyd Taylor said: “We need to support the applicant on this particular one because 

it is a huge commitment, a commitment that very few developers can make.“This is a $300 million project that will kick start the Central Coast and The Entrance,” Cr Taylor said.“This will really kick start investment in this tourist Mecca.“It will be the highest building on the Central Coast but that is a good thing.“It will hopefully kick start other sites and other areas.“We want businesses to succeed and grow and employ more people and this development is going to deliver.”

Cr Adam Troy seconded the motion and said: “It is not every day you get a $300 million development in council chambers, it is a milestone on the Central Coast.“It is going to be one of those focal points, a pretty special place and I can’t wait to see it happen,” he said.The site covers 21,357 square metres and takes in the existing Lakeside Plaza Shopping Centre and surrounding sites.According to a report prepared by Wyong Council staff for the consideration of councillors at their 

December 9 meeting, the project is expected to generate 660 full time jobs, post construction.The proposal includes a retail podium and two towers and seeks variation to a number of Wyong Council’s planning controls.The site is identifi ed as a ‘key site’ under Wyong LEP 2013 which allows for a bonus building height of 113.8 metres.The bonus building height is provided in return for “signifi cant public benefi ts to be provided to the community and to stimulate further development and 

viability of town centres,” according to the report.The proposed shop top housing would include 478 dwellings.The development would also encompass a 108 room hotel and parking for 1,433 cars.The podium would make available 13,250 square metres of lettable retail space fronting Dening St, Taylor St and The Entrance Rd.There are two levels of retail fl oor space along The Entrance Rd frontage and ground fl oor retail space along the Taylor St frontage containing a supermarket and a major 

retail tenancy.The proposal includes two levels of basement parking and rooftop parking (179 spaces) with shade sails above the podium.Above the retail space, facing The Entrance Rd, shop top housing is proposed, comprising 48 residential apartments over three storeys.Within the northern (Dening St) end of the building is a restaurant and function/convention space (at the hotel lobby level).The next level up would be a landscaped level (referred to as the oasis level) which is located directly below the tower buildings and would contain two pools, landscaping, day spa, decks and a bar.Above this level, the development proposes two towers with 250 residential apartments (27 storeys) within a residential tower located on the corner of The Entrance Rd and Dening St.One hundred hotel rooms (6 storeys) and 110 residential apartments (11 storeys) would be located within a second tower building located on the corner of Taylor St and Dening St.

Continued P3

$300 million project 
recommended to Joint 

Regional Planning Panel

A photomontage of the proposed development within its surrounding coastal context
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The restructure aims to achieve an equitable distribution of responsibilities across the organisation.It also attempts to support council’s strategic priorities, in particular, a renewed focus on stimulating local economic development.Wyong mayor Cr Doug Eaton said the changes would allow council to maximise the community’s value for money.“It clearly shows our increased focus on commercial activities and functions, as opposed to a traditional public service provision role,” he said. In terms of Infrastructure and Operations, the new structure will allow resources to be dedicated to the areas of major concern raised through recent community consultation.These are roads, lakes - natural areas and drainage.The new waterways group will be in a position to dedicate resources to 

lake improvements and put a concerted effort into drainage issues that previously have been of a lower priority. The changes also mean there will be no unit dealing specifi cally with the environment.Instead, Wyong Council general manager Mr Michael Whittaker said the environment would become entrenched in the roles of 1,200 council staff members. “Having [the environment] in one area makes people think it’s only one person’s job,” Mr Whittaker said.“We need everyone to understand that they have responsibility for the environment.”The Sport, Leisure and Recreation Unit will become Community, Business and Tourism under the restructure and will focus on those community services that are a business.This will incorporate pools, recreation centres, childcare and in future, cemeteries.The unit will also 

provide a central focus on tourism, identifying and assisting in grasping opportunities that will impact the Wyong Shire.Open Space will be renamed Open Space and Recreation to more accurately refl ect its function.Council has also adopted a reduced target for total full time staff equivalent numbers of 1,000 by the end of 2016 - 2017, while resolving that no existing permanent award staff member would be impacted by the change.The restructure continues the trend to decrease middle management with the number of service unit managers reducing from 20 in 2011, to 26 in 2012, and 19 from the adoption of the latest structure.Staff and staff representation groups now have the opportunity to comment on the restructure.

Wyong Council Agenda 4.6, 12 Jun 2013

Mr Spence said this was a great win for the people of the Central Coast.“The NSW Government has committed to funding the upgrades of the four pinch-point intersections on Wyong Rd in full, totalling over $100 million,” he said.Mr Webber also said that day after day, motorists sat bumper to bumper on Wyong Rd.“The intersections at Pacifi c Highway, Enterprise Dr, Mingara Dr and Tumbi Rd have long been identifi ed as problematic, and we are excited that this budget has delivered the funding 

to get them underway,” he said.“This year we have a total of $5.6 million allocated, including $800,000 in progress planning for the 

intersection upgrades at Tumbi Rd and Mingara Dr, a further $800,000 in progress planning for the Enterprise Dr intersection, and $4 million for Pacifi c Highway.” Construction funding will be allocated in the 2014/2015 budget and will begin in the same year.“The Liberal members across the Central Coast have made sure that the needs of the region continue to be a priority and today we see evidence that the NSW government is listening,” Mr Spence said. 

Media release, 18 Jun 2013,Laurie Alexander, Offi ce of Chris Spence MP

Wyong Council 
restructured

At its Ordinary Meeting of Wednesday, June 12, Wyong Council adopted a revised organisational structure which builds upon major changes adopted in November last year.

Major intersections 
to be upgraded

Member for the Entrance Mr Chris Spence and Member for Mr Wyong Darren Webber have announced that the NSW government will deliver a complete upgrade of Wyong Rd.

Wyong Road - Tumbi Road Intersection

Wyong Road - Pacifi c Highway Intersection
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Council’s plans were outlined in its four year Strategic Plan and 2015-16 budget adopted unanimously at its ordinary meeting on Wednesday, June 10.Mr Michael Whittaker said the budget met the needs of the Wyong’s growing population and supports the community’s aspirations for Wyong to be a unique place to live, work and visit.

“After driving a $35.5 million turnaround in our operating budget since 2010, we are now in the strongest position we have ever been to deliver the infrastructure and services that will create jobs and opportunities for our growing community,” Mr Whittaker said.“Our $361 million budget for next year is sound, responsible and balanced. 

“We are getting back to basics with 75 per cent of spending going to the big fi ve services requested by the community: roads and drainage: water, sewerage, open space and waste management.”Mayor, Cr Doug Eaton OAM said the centre piece of the budget, is the planned record $66 million spend on roads and drainage, an increase of 30 per cent on last 

year’s budget.“Our community has told us loudly and clearly, they want better local roads and we are going to deliver it in spades this year,” Mayor Eaton said.“I am delighted to say that since 2010 we have more than doubled our spending on roads, from $32 million to $66 million, making us the largest spending council in the state when it comes to roads.“We have managed to balance the budget at the same time as increase our roads spending – a major 

achievement.”Highlights of the record roads spending included: $1.5 million on new footpaths and shared pathways; $4.1 million on the roads reseal program; $2.5 million on Wyong CBD drainage; $1.6 million on Goorama Ave in San Remo; $1.6 million on Maitland and Bald St in Norah Head; $1.5 million on Audie Pde, Berkeley Vale; $1.4 million on Bay Rd in Blue Bay; $1.3 million on Lakeside Pde, The Entrance; $1 million on Elouera Rd, Buff Point, 

and $1 million on Norton Ave in Killarney Vale.Cr Eaton said the $105 million capital works program was possibly the best in the shire’s history with exciting projects to be delivered next year including The Art House (fi nished by Christmas), a smart hub for Warnervale, the Magenta Shared Pathway and the biggest skate park in NSW, designed by the world’s best, to be opened in July, 2016.

Media release, 11 June 2015Wyong Council media

Record budget with record 
road spending adopted 

unanimously

Wyong is the second largest spending council in NSW on essential services, with a record $66 million spend on local roads and 
$105 million on capital works planned for next fi nancial year, according to council’s general manager, Mr Michael Whittaker.

Sparks Rd upgrade
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The Strategic Plan 2014-2018 comes good on Council’s promise to reinvest past effi ciency savings and much-needed asset improvements with a record-breaking capital works program for 2014/15 of just over $100 million. “This is what our community has told us they want and it is very satisfying to be in a position to say that we have the fi nancial capability to deliver on it,” said mayor Cr Doug Eaton.“Not only is our capital works investment at an all-time high, but we have signed off on a balanced budget with a modest surplus.“Apart from the City of Sydney, Wyong Shire Council is now well and truly the biggest investor in community infrastructure out of any Council in NSW, with comparable sized Councils like Liverpool, Parramatta and Newcastle all spending less than $50 million.“The extensive works program has been made possible only after several years of organisational reform and demonstrates a major investment in the Shire’s road and transport network, as well as in leisure and recreation assets highlighted by the construction of The Art 

House and Norah Head Boat Ramp.“Investment in essential infrastructure is a key priority, with $70 million to be spent on roads, footpaths and drainage, with $10.1 million being spent on addressing our asset backlog due to the community’s support to increase revenue via a four-year Special Rate Variation.“ P l a y g r o u n d s , water and sewerage infrastructure, footpaths, 

and fi re trails will also get their fair share of attention in addition to high profi le projects like the new cinemas at Lake Haven, reconstruction of historic Alison Homestead, the design of a regional sporting facility at Pioneer Dairy and a Masterplan for Ourimbah Town Centre.“On behalf of my fellow councillors and our hard-working staff, I can honestly say that this year’s plan has set the bar higher than 

any previously in this Council’s history,” said mayor Cr Eaton.General manager Mr Michael Whittaker said the plan didn’t just deliver on ‘hard’ assets but showed the leadership role that council was playing to drive the transformation of the local economy and reduce the need for residents to commute out of the area.“In 2014/15 we will move ahead with studies for a regional airport, plans to create an education precinct with a regional university, and help to facilitate employment-generating investments like a motor sports precinct, aged care facilities and the redevelopment of 28 ‘iconic’ sites.“Critical to our success continues to be strong partnerships – be it with local business and arts groups, the aviation industry, volunteers or other levels of government – and we are committed to pooling our efforts with others wherever it gets us the best outcome for our community.“Internally, our organisation will continue to review our operations to create more customer-friendly experiences.”“The adoption of the Strategic Plan includes the introduction of a new rate structure which achieves a more equitable share of the rates burden to fund 

the services and facilities Council provides,” said Mr Whittaker.Council’s chief fi nancial offi cer Mr Stephen Naven said the introduction of a new ‘minimum rate’ followed a review of the existing structure.“We weighed up the merits of our rating structure and found that a more equitable distribution system was available and in use by the majority of other councils.

“While the total increase in Ordinary Rates will be equal to 6.9% more than last year, for over 79% of properties the actual increase will be less than this. “For the average residential ratepayer, their 2014/15 rates will go up from $926 to $990 from 1 July, or around $1.23 per week.

Media release, 28 May 2014Wyong Council media

Council adopts 2014/15 budget
Wyong Council has adopted its Annual Plan and Budget for 2014/15 with over $340 million in works and services in the pipeline.

Budget Fast FactsTotal expenditure 2014/15 - $242.1 millionTotal revenue 2014/15 - $242.7 millionExpected surplus 2014/15 - $600,000Increase in Ordinary Rates for the average residential ratepayer - $64 per year 

$100 Million in capital works$28 million for Water and Sewer$27 Million on Roads and Drainage$12 Million on Community Facilities$10 Million on Economic Development

$240 Million on over 90 essential community services$83 million for Water and Sewer$42 Million on Roads Maintenance$39 Million on Waste Management$20 Million on Parks, 

Sporting fi elds and Natural areas.Combined (capital and operating) expenditure on essential services$111 million for Essential Water and Sewer$70 Million on Roads$43 Million on Waste Management

Key projects 2014/15• Construction of The Art House - $9.5m• New cinemas at Lake Haven - $6.7m• Upgrade Norah Head Boat Ramp - $1.7m• Upgrade Ashton Ave, The Entrance - $1.6m• Upgrade Goorama Ave, San Remo - $1.5m• Rebuild Alison Homestead - $1m• Replace Saltwater Creek Footbridge, Long Jetty $900,000• Pioneer Dairy Sportsgrounds - $500,000•Masterplan for the Ourimbah Town Centre - $150,000
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With 89,339 votes counted, a 7.62 per cent swing vote placed Ms McBride fi rmly ahead of Ms McNamara with 55.6 per cent of the vote to 44.4 per cent on a two party preferred basis as of 4.30pm on July 4.Ms McBride, who lost the 2013 election to Ms McNamara by 1000 votes, dedicated her victory to her father, former Member for the Entrance and Minister for Gaming and Racing, Mr Grant McBride and said she would endeavour to refl ect his approach to politics in her own.

“In the 2013 election I was a candidate for 28 days.“This time around, I was able to spend six months out listening to our community and talking to families on the Coast about what they wanted to see in their local representative.“Labor made strong commitments to funding our healthcare and hospitals as well as delivering needs based funding for our schools.“I am excited to be part of a team who are committed to improving health and educational 

outcomes for our community.“My father was a well-respected local representative for our community and fought hard to get the funding and outcomes the Central Coast deserved during his time as the State Member for The Entrance.“I saw from a young age what it takes to work hard to represent your community.“He always put the community fi rst and that's what I would like to do as well,” Ms McBride said.According to the Australian Electoral 

Commission, Dobell had a 79.96 per cent turnout and a 5.71 per cent informal vote.First preference count voting for Dobell placed Ms McBride and the Australian Labor Party ahead with 37,082 votes and 44.02 per cent of the vote.Second was Ms McNamara and the Liberals with 31,343 and 37.21 per cent.Third place surprised many with Mr Carter Edwards of Pauline Hanson’s One Nation receiving 7,169 and 8.51 per cent, followed by Ms Abigail Boyd and the Greens with 4,654 and 5.52 per cent and Mr Robert Ervin of the 

Christian Democratic Party with 2,128 votes and 2.59 per cent.Dobell has traditionally been a Labor stronghold on the Central Coast, with Labor’s Mr Michael Lee holding the seat for 17 years, from Dobell’s fi rst election in 1984 to 2001.While, Ms McBride was celebrating her win on July 2, Ms NcNamara refused to concede defeat and was relying on the then (July, 2) 21,000 pre-poll and postal votes yet to be counted.Ms McBride said she would continue the listening tour that was a core aspect of her campaign as one of her fi rst offi cial acts as 

Member for Dobell.“I spent this campaign out listening to our community who had been let down by the Turnbull Government“I want to continue that conversation with the people in Dobell and make sure I am able to be the best representative for our community,” Ms McBride said.Ms McNamara did not respond to questions about the result.

Websites, Jul 4, 2016Australian Electoral Commission Tally Room DobellWebsites, Jul 4, 2016Emma McBride FacebookInterview, Jul 4, 2016Emma McBride MPJournalist, Dilon Luke 

Dobell reclaimed by Labor

 A breakdown of the two candidate preferred votes of Dobell

Labor’s Ms Emma McBride secured the seat of Dobell and returned the electorate to its Labor roots after ousting incumbent Liberal 
MP Ms Karen McNamara at the polls on July 2.
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Victorian police, with the assistance of NSW police, executed two search warrants, one on Mr Thomson’s Bateau Bay home at 7am and the other on his electoral offi ce at Tuggerah at approximately 10:15am.The searches were in relation to the ongoing investigation, Operation Vespine, by fraud and extortion squad detectives in conjunction with NSW Strike Force Carnarvon.Mr Thomson spoke to the media outside his home on the same day at 

10:30am.“This morning we had the police come and execute a search warrant in relation to the broader inquiry into the national offi ce of the Health Services Union,” said Mr Thomson.“They took a couple of documents; I volunteered a couple of documents.“Can I say that the police acted in a thoroughly professional manner, they showed great courtesy and acted in a way that I think we would all expect.

“Can I say at the outset, that I’ve done nothing wrong, that we are fully cooperating with the police in relation to this investigation.“We think there is still some time for this investigation to go before it’s concluded, but we are very much looking to it concluding, hopefully before the end of this year.“Can I also say that there isn’t that much more that I can add, given that this is an investigation that’s ongoing by the police, other than confi rming that today was in relation to the national offi ce of the union and that the police were here.“I would like to reiterate that I have done nothing wrong, and I’m very confi dent that at the conclusion of this investigation, that will be the conclusion that the police reach as well,” said Mr Thomson.The two raids come in the wake of a statement released on Monday, October 15, by Fair Work Australia, confi rming 

proceedings had been commenced in the Federal Court of Australia against Mr Thomson.The Federal Court action is a result of the general manager of Fair Work Australia, Ms Bernadette O’Neill’s investigation into the national offi ce of the Health Services Union (HSU), which concluded in March 2012.Ms O’Neill confi rmed that the claim included 37 alleged breaches of general duties imposed on offi cers of registered organisations and 25 alleged breaches of Health Services Union rules.

“I have not taken this action lightly. I am satisfi ed that it is in the public’s interest to pursue the allegations in the documents fi led in the Federal Court today and consider that there is a reasonable prospect of success,” said Ms O’Neill.“If successful, I will be seeking the imposition of pecuniary penalties relating to each of the 37 alleged contraventions where penalties are available.“I will also be seeking orders which require Mr Thomson to pay compensation for loses allegedly incurred by 

the HSU by reason of the alleged breaches of general duties should they be proven,” said Ms O’Neill.The maximum pecuniary penalty that can be imposed by the court in respect to each contravention of the general duties is $6,600 for an individual.Pecuniary penalties are not available for breaches of union rules.
Media statement, 24 Oct 2012Victorian Police MediaMedia statement, 24 Oct 2012 702 ABC SydneyMedia release, 15 Oct 2012Bernadette O’Neill, Fair Work Australia

Thomson has home and 
offi ce raided by police

NSW police, on behalf of fraud and extortion squad detectives from Victoria, searched the home and electoral offi ce of Federal Member for Dobell, Mr Craig Thomson on the morning of Wednesday, October 24.

Police removing items from Craig Thomson’s home
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Wyong Shire will need to 

accommodate more residents than any other local government area in the region with a projected growth of 28% by 2031. The Shire is predicted to grow by 43,500 residents over the next 17 years, requiring nearly 1,200 new dwellings each year.Wyong Council mayor Cr Doug Eaton said this growth was one of the biggest challenges for council and the community.“Projected population fi gures have major implications for local planning, they show a vital need to roll out infrastructure and expand available resources to accommodate this many more residents,” said mayor Cr Eaton.“There’s no two ways about this, we need more houses, 20,000 in fact, many of these for our ageing population.“We will need to increase residential housing approvals by two or three fold and expedite affordable housing as well as build better roads to cope with the increased demand. “We can’t do this alone.“We need funding from 

all levels of government for new infrastructure, facilities and services in the Wyong Shire.“The Wyong to Warnervale Link Rd is absolutely crucial and will make a huge difference to our ability to provide for growth, unlocking 8,500 

jobs and housing for 4,200 people.“Completion of the $45 million capital works project will open up the northern Shire suburbs, facilitate development of the Warnervale Town Centre and Business Precinct and improve 

transport connections.“But it cannot go ahead without dedicated funding from the State Government and these latest population fi gures are proof that new infrastructure is necessary to cope with exponential growth,” said mayor Cr Eaton.

The proposed Link Rd will halve travel times between Wyong and Warnervale, stimulate development, create jobs and delay unavoidable upgrades to the Pacifi c Highway for 15-20 years.Compared with rates in Newcastle, the Lower 

Hunter and Gosford, Wyong Shire represents 23% of all growth in the region, the highest proportion of growth in the greater region.

Media release, 19 Sep 2014Wyong Council media

Council needs help to cope with 
projected population explosion

Crowds at a recent community festival in The Entrance
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The proposal involved rezoning of the site which would subsequently permit the lodgement of a development application for the construction of a Woolworths supermarket with a gross leasable fl oor area of 3,200 square metres, a bottle shop of 120 square metres, a service station and associated on-grade parking on the site.W o o l w o r t h s development manager Mr Michael Rumble spoke at the Ordinary Council Meeting of Wednesday, September 25, claiming that development on the subject site would not impact on Toukley, Budgewoi and surrounding smaller town centres.“The proposed supermarket offers increased benefi t for the 

wider area,” Mr Rumble said.“We wouldn’t invest if the demand wasn’t there.”Despite Mr Rumble’s claims, council remained concerned that the proposal would still have a negative impact by removing the necessity to go to surrounding town centres such as Budgewoi.“We were conscious that a new store at this location would take business away from nearby Budgewoi Shopping Centre,” Wyong mayor Cr Doug Eaton said.Cr Greg Best also showed concern for the proposal, describing the construction of a Woolworths in Colongra to be “potentially devastating”.“We’ve seen it before with what Erina has done 

to Gosford and what Tuggerah has done to Wyong,” Cr Best said.Despite not approving Woolworths’ Proposal, council still plans to work with the applicants in fi nding an alternative location.“We are currently in the process of placing a Masterplan for Budgewoi on public exhibition with the aim of revitalising the town, and we can’t afford to have business taken away from it,” Cr Eaton said.“However, we have vowed to work with the applicants to ensure we fi nd a suitable location for this development.”
Media Release, 25 Sep 2013Wyong Shire CouncilWyong Council Agenda 2.2,25 Sep 2013Rebecca Wallisch, 25 Sep 2013

Woolworths’ application rejected
Wyong Council has rejected an application for a new Woolworths store along Scenic Dr, Colongra, due to concerns that it would negatively impact surrounding town centres.

The Sydney Morning Herald has reported that Cr Eaton allegedly nominated a businessman who could be approached for a donation to Liberal candidates prior to the 2011 state election.These candidates included the current Liberal MPs for Wyong and The Entrance, Mr Darren Webber and Mr Chris Spence.

Both MP’s offi ces were raided by Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC) investigators on Friday, September 20.Computers and documents were seized during the raid.It has been alleged that Mr Ray Carter, the electorate offi cer for NSW Energy Minister Mr Chris Hartcher, informed the 

businessman in question that he got his name from Cr Eaton when he approached him for a donation to the candidates.Mr Carter was last year suspended on full pay as Mr Hartcher’s electorate offi cer due to allegations he and a policy adviser to Mr Hartcher, Mr Tim Koelma, had breached election funding laws prior to the 2011 election.

Cr Eaton sits as an independent on Wyong Council but was the Liberal candidate for the federal seat of Dobell

in 1996.When approached by the Wyong Regional Chronicle, Cr Eaton said he could not comment on the matter.“I have nothing to hide but under ICAC guidelines, I am unable to comment,” Cr Eaton said on Wednesday, October 9.Recently elected Federal Member for Dobell Ms Karen McNamara has also been drawn into the alleged scandal due to her role as Mr Webber’s campaign 

manager during the 2011 election.Ms McNamara, whose husband Mr John McNamara was a Wyong Liberal councillor between 2008 and 2012, has denied allegations she signifi cantly overstated the amount of funds she had raised for Mr Webber’s campaign.

Email, 8 Oct 2013Wyong Shire CouncilWebsite, 1 Oct 2013Sydney Morning Herald

ICAC inquiry extends to Mayor

Map showing the proposed Woolworths at Colongra site rejected by Council

The alleged political donations scandal surrounding Central Coast Liberal MPs has now spread to local government, with allegations that Wyong mayor Cr Doug Eaton is linked to the controversy.
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“This resumption will save Wyong Grove and keep it for the community,” said Wyong mayor, Cr Doug Eaton OAM.“The NSW Government is proposing to sell the site at a public auction before the end of the month.“If Council is unsuccessful at the auction, it will compulsorily acquire the property from the successful bidder,” he said.Council currently leases the site and has turned it into a community and cultural hub that is home to a number of permanent and regular local groups as well as hosting a range of special events.

“The fi rst we heard about the decision to sell was when the ‘for sale’ sign went up,” Cr Eaton said. “This is particularly disappointing as the Department of Education is well aware of our interest in the site as we have spoken directly to them about buying it.“Wyong Grove is a vital part of our community, never more evident than when it was used as the Disaster Recovery Centre for residents affected by the devastating April storms.“It has become the cultural epicentre of our shire and is home to important groups including the Wyong Drama Group and Wyong Musical Society 

who provide important cultural opportunities for our talented locals, particularly our young people. “It will be a travesty if the curtain comes down on Wyong Grove and we will now look to take over ownership completely so this important community facility can remain in public hands.”President of the Wyong Musical Theatre Company, Mr Fred Roome said a campaign had been launched to save Wyong Grove including a facebook page and a change.org petition and he is encouraging residents to get on board.“Once these community facilities are gone, they are gone forever and we simply 

can’t let that happen,” Mr Roome said.The future of the Wyong Grove Public School site was considered in a confi dential Wyong Council meeting on Wednesday, October 14.Wyong mayor, Cr Doug Eaton OAM said councillors considered a report that would canvass whether or not Council should or can look at purchasing the property.The meeting was confi dential because it needed to discuss commercially sensitive information such as property valuations.Prior to the confi dential session, Mr Howard Oxley, president of the Wyong Drama Group addressed Council.Mr Oxley told Council that the Grove provided amateur theatre groups in Wyong with an affordable space for rehearsals 

and set building and an intimate theatre space for small productions.“The costs for the use of the Arthouse would quadruple the costs of bringing any amateur production to the stage,” Mr Oxley said.“The Arthouse is the centre of performance but not a centre for all the bits that go with it…The Grove is a major piece of the jigsaw for all the groups that are down there.”Member for Wyong, Mr David Harris MP said he supported Council’s plans to either purchase or compulsorily acquire the Grove.“The NSW Government has reneged on a promise to Wyong Council and the people of Wyong,” Mr Harris said.“The people who sat in those consultation meetings with the Department of Education 

only agreed to their school being closed because it was going to stay in community hands,” he said.Mr Harris said there will be a community rally at the Wyong Grove site at 10am on Saturday, October 24 to oppose moves by the State Government to sell it to anyone other than Council or a not-for-profi t organisation that would retain it for the community.That would be a big victory for the community.

Media release, Sep 30 and Oct 14 2015Wyong Council mediaInterview, Oct 13, 2015Doug Eaton, Wyong CouncilMeeting transcript, Oct 14, 2015Wyong CouncilInterview, Oct 15, 2015David Harris,member for WyongJackie Pearson, journalist

Council resolves to compulsorily acquire 
The Grove if unsuccessful at auction

Wyong Council has resolved to take ownership of the former Wyong Grove school site, which includes resolutions necessary to initiate a compulsory acquisition of the site.

 Wyong Musical Society's production of The Little Mermaid was staged at The GroveDavid Harris said the Wyong Grove School site should not be sold
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The Awabakal and Guringai Peoples have given notice that they intend to fi le a claim for Native Title over the area from Broken Bay to Maitland, which includes the entirety of the Central Coast.The notice invited descendants of the Awabakal and Guringai Peoples’ ancestors, in addition to other Aboriginal persons who believe they have Native Title rights within the area, to attend a meeting at Cameron Park Community Centre on Sunday, May 5, convened by the Awabakal and Guringai Peoples.Persons of non-indigenous descent were not invited.The notice stated that the meeting’s agenda would include discussion of the decision making process to be implemented, presentation of anthropological evidence to support the proposed claim, authorisation of a Native Title Determination to be fi led with the Federal Court, authorisation of the applicant to act on behalf of the Awabakal and Guringai Peoples, and 

clarifying the extent of the applicant’s authority.Native Title is federal legislation which was established in 1993 to recognise peoples’ traditional connection to land, and it does not confer ownership of the land but allows Native Title holders to negotiate with mining companies for royalties.The NSW Aboriginal Land Rights Act was established in 1983 to provide Aboriginal people with compensation for the loss of land by giving the holder the right to build an economic base through land sales.Under NSW law, Darkinjung Land Council holds the Land Rights to the areas which stretch from Catherine Hill Bay at its northern boundary, Hawkesbury River to the South, Pacifi c Ocean to the East and Watagan Mountains to the West, and is able to claim vacant crown land within these boundaries.When asked for comment on the impact of the Awabakal and Guringai Peoples’ intent to apply for Native Title, Darkinjung Land Council CEO Mr Sean Gordon said that Darkinjung would not be impacted and is not impacted by any Native Title claim 

that may be placed on the land today or in 20 years.Community member of Darkinjung Mr Gavi Duncan of Charmhaven said that he believed the claim would be unsuccessful.“Native Title says that you need to provide evidence of a continuous physical, ceremonial, spiritual relationship with the land, and they haven’t had that at all,” said Mr Duncan.“Guringai was something that was created by Warren Whitfi eld here on the Coast a number of years back.“He and a Gosford Council employee basically claimed that this area was occupied by the Guringai Group.“The Guringai Group was created by non-Aboriginal people, and Aboriginal people have never ever recognised any Aboriginal group called Guringai.“On the Northern Beaches they have a Ku-ring-gai National Park, which was named by Europeans.“Guringai is just a word or a language that was spoken,” he added.Mr Duncan said that the Darkinjung People had not initiated a Native Title claim over their 

land as they were unable to prove the unbroken spiritual, ceremonial and physical connection to the land.

Awabakal and Guringai People representative Kerrie Brauer was contacted by Wyong Regional Chronicle but 

refused to comment.

Harley Cattini and Kaitlin Watts, 24 Apr 2013Interviewees: Steve Gordon and Gavi Duncan

Native title claim to the
Central Coast proposed
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Labor’s clean sweep to power

Mr Mehan claimed the seat on Friday, April 3, after conferring with his scrutineers.““I want to thank the people of The Entrance for honouring me with the opportunity to represent their interests in state parliament,” Mr Mehan said.“It is my hope that I will win the respect and support of all people in the electorate regardless of their traditional political allegiances.“Now that the Baird Coalition Government has ended the Ministerial position responsible for the Central Coast region, I want to work with all Coast representatives to ensure that promises made are delivered and that the Coast receives the attention it deserves.“I want this to be an even better place for all of us to live, work and raise a family.“I want to thank all those who worked so hard on our campaign.“Many Labor Party members on the Coast have spent the last four years working towards this result.“I have been well served by a campaign team of young, committed, local party members.

“Our campaign was greatly assisted by the help of volunteers from the local community and the work of local union members and the campaign run by Unions NSW and Central Coast Community Unions Alliance.“I hope all people in The Entrance electorate enjoy this (Easter) holiday period and I look forward to working for them once the election result is offi cially declared,” Mr Mehan said.Despite winning the seat, Mehan ran second to Sharpe in the number of First Preference votes received with 41.88% (20,086) to Sharpe’s 43.89% (21,049).Greens candidate Scott Rickard received 9.37% (4,493) of the vote, followed by Christian Democratic Party candidate Hadden Ervin with 2.71% (1,301) and No Land Tax candidate Sonia Lopreiato with 2.15% (1,031).Michael Sharpe was contacted for comment but did not respond by the time Wyong Regional Chronicle went to press.

Website, 15 Apr 2015NSW Electoral CommissionMedia statement, 7 Apr 2015David Mehan, Labor

Harris received 51.15% (23,565) of the First Preference votes followed by Kerr with 36.76% (16,936), Greens candidate Vicki Dimond with 6.71% (3,091), No Land Tax candidate Annie McGeechan with 2.02% (929), Christian Democratic Party candidate Stevan Dragojevic with 1.98% (914), Independent Noel Holt with 0.83% (348) and Independent Alex Norwick with 0.55% (252).Harris has thanked the people of Wyong for showing faith and giving him a second term representing them in the NSW Parliament.“I sit this morning very humbled by the support I’ve received from the people of Wyong,” Mr Harris said.“Our team achieved a swing of around 13.3% and we got across the line with 51.1% primary votes and almost 60% two party prefererd,” Mr Harris said “I’m particularly honoured to be given a second opportunity to represent this wonderful area in Australia’s oldest Parliament.“I take this opportunity very seriously and I’ll work my heart out for this area I love so much.“To my family, campaign team and supporters, I couldn’t have done it without you.

“It’s been a campaign we have fought for four years since the last election count was done.” “I pay tribute to my opponent Sandra Kerr.“This was a tough campaign about issues like electricity privitisation and TAFE and Sandra represented her party with distinction and I wish her the best in her future roles.“Most of all I dedicate this victory to my late friend Dayle Walker.“Dayle was my speech writer and former teacher colleague.“Dayle passed away from Ovarian Cancer after the last election and I miss her advice and counsel dearly.“The work starts now for the people of Wyong and to hold the Baird Government to account – especially to ensure they deliver what they promised in the lead up to the election.“My main priorities are to protect our important drinking water catchment, grow jobs and deliver the important infrastructure the area deserves, particularly Wyong Hospital,” Mr Harris saidMs Kerr was contacted for comment but did not respond by the time Wyong Regional Chronicle went to press.Media release, 16 Apr 2015David Harris, Labor Website, 15 Apr 2015NSW Electoral Commission

Catley received the most First Preference votes with 45.03% (21,712), followed by Uidam on 25.91% (12,493), Independent Garry Edwards on 13.45% (6,484), Greens candidate Phillipa Parsons with 5.48% (2,818), Animal Justice Party candidate Joshua Agland on 2.91% (1,402), Independent Chris Osborne on 2.82% (1,360), Christian democratic Party candidate Luke Cubis on 2.74% (1,322) and No land Tax candidate Paul Doughty in 1.29% (624).Central Coast voters in the Swansea electorate were able to choose from nine local polling booths.Budgewoi Public School recorded a total of 1,618 votes, 77 of which were informal, with Catley receiving the most First Preference votes on 778, followed by Uidam on 406, Parsons on 93, Agland on 79, Edwards on 71, Cubis on 41, Osborne on 36 and Doughty on 31.Buff Point Scout Hall received 1,627 votes, 78 of which were informal, with Catley again recording the highest amount on 776, followed by Uidam on 435, Edwards on 116, Parsons on 87, Osborne on 63, Cubis on 30, Agland on 25 and Doughty on 17.Chain Valley Bay recorded 971 votes, 37 of which were informal, with Catley receiving 465, Uidam 259, Edwards 85, Parsons 43, Cubis 32, Osborne 27, Agland 18 and Doughty 5. 

Gwandalan Community Centre recorded 1,691 votes, 95 of which were informal, with Catley receiving 697, Uidam 467, Edwards 200, Parsons 81, Agland 41, Osborne 40, Cubis 38 and Doughty 32.Halekulani Hall recorded 1,530, 83 of which were informal, with Catley receiving 637. Uidam, 487, Edwards 113, parsons 84, Cubis 41, Agland 40, Osborne 30 and Doughty 15. Lake Munmorah Public School recorded 3,156 votes, 119 of which were informal, with Catley receiving 1,234, followed by Uidam on 1,060, Edwards on 322, Parsons on 156, Agland on 89, Cubis on 78, Osborne on 57 and Doughty on 41. Mannering Park Community Centre recorded 1,230 votes, 89 of which were informal, with Catley receiving 573, Uidam 250, Edwards 133, Parsons 66, Agland 39, Doughty 28, and Cubis and Osborne 26 each. Northlakes Public School recorded 1,974, 140 of which were informal, with Catley receiving 1,027, Uidam 373, Edwards 112, Parsons 109, Agland 91, Osborne 50, Doughty 43 and Cubis 29. Summerland Point Hall recorded a total of 1,387 votes, 62 of which were informal, with Catley receiving 498, Uidam 420, Edwards 198, Parsons 63, Osborne 46, Agland 44, Cubis 29 and Doughty 27.Website, 15 Apr 2015NSW Electoral Commission

Harris re-takes 
Wyong with a 13% 

swing to Labor
Labor’s David Harris has been elected as the member for the seat of Wyong with 58.73% of the votes over Liberal’s Sandra Kerr with 41.27%.

Mehan narrowly 
wins the seat of 
The Entrance

The seat of The Entrance has been declared won by Labor’s David Mehan with 50.38% of the vote ahead of Liberal’s Michael Sharpe with 49.62%.

Catley wins every 
booth in Swansea

Labor’s Yasmin Catley has been declared 
the winner of the state seat of Swansea with 62.98% of the vote over Liberal’s Johanna Uidam with 37.02%.
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Mayor Cr Doug Eaton, along with technical staff from council, outlined the potential impacts on the water supply system and other key council assets.“Over the past three years, we have invested heavily in the Central Coast water supply system with a plan to secure our water supply for decades to come.“The last thing we need right now is for that to be jeopardised,” he said.“We engaged two independent consultants to look at this proposal and they have found a number of concerning gaps and inconsistencies in the mine’s modelling, underestimating the potential impacts on our groundwater and surface 

water supplies.“In short, our expert advice is that there is a risk to our water supply.“This is a risk that council and the community should not be forced to accept.“With the State government predicting a population increase of 70,000 over the next 20 years, it is folly for them to approve a mine that risks not being able to supply water to these new residents.“I thank the community for coming out in force today to clearly demonstrate the widespread opposition to this mine proposal.”

Media release, 2 Apr 2014Wyong Council media

Council opposes Wallarah 2
Wyong Council has voiced strong opposition to the Wallarah 2 coalmine with Wyong mayor Cr Doug Eaton and senior staff addressing a public hearing of the Planning and Assessment Commission on April 2.

The crowd at the Wallarah 2 coal mine public hearing of the Planning and Assessment Commission Photo: Mark Ellis

“Labor’s decision to join with the Coalition to vote down the Greens bill to protect the Central Coast drinking water catchment from mining means that any legislation 

that passes the parliament will be too late to stop the Wallarah 2 coal mine,” said Mr Buckingham.“Labor joined with the Coalition and Shooters Party this afternoon 

(March 25) to vote against a motion to urgently debate and decide on the Central Coast Water Catchments Protection Bill 2014.“The motion failed 32 

votes to fi ve.“Labor have stabbed the people of the Central Coast in the back by deciding it was more important to play politics than to pass legislation to stop the Wallarah 2 coal mine,” said Mr Buckingham.“Labor intend to 

introduce almost identical legislation, but it will be too little and too late, as it will not be able to be debated until after the Planning Assessment Commission has made its decision, expected in April.“The earliest it could be debated is May 6.

“The Greens bill would have enacted Barry O’Farrell’s promise to protect the Central Coast water catchment ‘no ifs, no buts, a guarantee’.”

Media release, 25 Mar 2014Jeremy Buckingham, The Greens MLC

Labor votes with Coalition to 
stop urgent debate on water protection bill

The Greens NSW spokesperson on mining Mr Jeremy Buckingham has slammed the Labor Party for putting their short term political interests over the interests of the people of the Central Coast.
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The NSW G o v e r n m e n t has not given 
strategic endorsement to a regional airport i n c o r p o r a t i n g passenger services at the Warnervale site or 
any other site on the Central Coast.According to a ‘frequently asked questions’ document released by NSW Planning and Environment, the Warnervale Airport is not shown in the Draft Central Coast Regional Plan, the North Wyong Shire Structure Plan, Central Coast Regional Strategy or the Central Coast Regional Transport Plan.“Wyong Council has made public statements that the Central Coast needs a regional airport and that the existing Warnervale Airport could be an option for this,” the document said.The Department of Planning is currently investigating a non-compliance issue at the airport, the document said.“The Department is currently investigating if the runway has been extended and as a result, if curfew and fl ight movement restrictions apply.“The Department is also investigating if the vegetation cleared in the Environmental Conservation E2 zone at the southern end of the site has caused any environmental harm.”According to the Department of Planning, there are no current applications for the upgrade or extension of 

the airport and compliance investigations would not be impacted by the review of the Act.The Warnervale Airport Restrictions Act requires the minister for planning to review it to determine whether its policy objectives remain valid and if the terms of the Act remain appropriate.“Since the introduction of the Act, there have been a number of new planning instruments that provide for assessment of airports as well as a number of regulations applying to aviation and related activities,” the document said.The Act came into force on June 1, 1997, as a response to proposals to expand the Warnervale Airport from a 900 metre runway to an 1,800 metre runway.The overall policy objective of the Act is to impose restrictions on 

the future of Warnervale Airport to protect the amenity of the surrounding area.It restricts aircraft movement in the event there was a proposal to extend the runway or build a new runway.The Act: limits the length of any runway to 1,200 metres with potential to make an application to the minister for a runway of up to 1,800 metres in length; prevents the construction of a new runway at the airport except at a site approved by the minister; and provides for a process to review any proposal to expand operations.Stakeholders will be consulted about specifi c objectives and written submissions will be accepted until May 27.

Document, April 2016Review of Warnervale Airport Restrictions ActFrequently Asked Questions

“Our central objective in growing Warnervale Airport as an aviation business hub has always been about creating jobs, attracting commercial investment and growing our local economy for the benefi t of local residents,” said Wyong mayor, Cr Doug Eaton OAM.“We need the Act repealed to enable Warnervale Airport to reach its full potential as a catalyst for economic development and employment growth,” he said.“I congratulate the State Government on taking this initiative.“This is the only Act of its kind to regulate a single airfi eld and no other airport in Australia faces the same restrictions.“Since it was enacted, the modern NSW planning controls and regulations have changed to the point where the Act is basically redundant as other more rigorous processes are in place to govern changes.“There is simply no need for it,” he said.According to Cr Eaton, under current NSW legislation, with or without the Act, any major proposed changes to the airport would require an extensive Environmental Impact Assessment (EIS) and 

community consultation process.“It is important that the community understands what a game changer activation of Warnervale Airport will be for jobs on the Coast,” Cr Eaton said.“In its current form, it can cater for a wide range of general aviation and small capacity commercial aviation,” he said.“Right now we are in talks with an aircraft manufacturer to locate its manufacturing operation to Warnervale Airport.“This would be the fi rst new aircraft manufacturing facility to locate in Australia in decades, and has the potential to create hundreds of jobs.“We have also been exploring with airlines the possibility of having passenger services to Melbourne, Brisbane and regional areas with small capacity aircraft that can operate from the airport.“It is key infrastructure to support population growth and that’s why it was included in the NSW Government’s Your Future Central Coast Discussion Paper 2015 and Gosford City has supported the airport in its submission to the Draft Central Coast Regional Plan 2016.

“Council is committed to working with all parties and neighbours to ensure that the Central Coast benefi ts from the advantages that other regions have gained from a general aviation business hub.”According to Wyong Council, there has been increased demand for general aviation use of Warnervale Airport.The council is preparing to advertise for Expressions of Interest (EOI) for general aviation and industry operators seeking opportunities to expand or build their businesses on the Central Coast.General aviation includes aviation businesses such as aircraft maintenance operators, recreational and corporate aviation, helicopter services and emergency services aviation.Council has allocated $6 million in 2016-17 as a fi rst step in activating Warnervale Airport’s potential as a general aviation business hub.The funds will go towards voluntary land acquisitions and water, sewerage and road upgrades for the facility.

Media release, Apr 29, 2016Wyong Council media

Government to 
review Airport 

Restrictions Act
The NSW Department of Planning and Environment’s review of the Warnervale Airport (Restrictions) Act 1996 has been 

welcomed by Wyong Council.

Strategic endorsement to a 
regional airport has not been given

Works completed by Wyong Council last year are being investigated by NSW Planning and Environment
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Wy o n g   Council is f i n a l i s i n g plans to bring the dredge back to The Entrance Channel for the fi rst time since May, 2010.Council is expecting to move the dredge into the channel by the end of August, where it will remain until the start of October.The dredge is currently sitting in Wallarah Creek at San Remo, where it was 

put back into the water after being removed and transported to Council’s Charmhaven Depot to undergo out of water maintenance.“The dredging works will involve the removal of anywhere between 30,000 to 80,000 cubic metres of sand from the channel,” said Council’s natural areas operations manager Mr Luke Sulkowski.“Although it is open at the moment, dredging will mean we can realign the channel and assist in 

preventing closure of the channel.“On this occasion, we will be concentrating on dredging a large section at the southern side of the channel,” said Mr Sulkowski.The sand spoil collected as a result of the dredging works would be used to renourish the northern side of the channel near Karagi Park and Dunleith Caravan Park at The Entrance North.“There has been erosion occurring over the last 12 

months at this location,” said Mr Sulkowski“Our fi rst priority is normally to place the sand on The Entrance North Beach, but there is a large beach there at the moment; although we may still revert to placing sand there should we suffi ciently nourish the northern side of the channel.“Dredging the channel and removing sand not only assists in the tidal interchange between the ocean and the lake, it also 

helps to nourish other areas and allow for the establishment of dunes and offshore sand banks to help reduce the potential effects of erosion,” said Mr Sulkowski.Work is expected to occur six days a week.“It’s good to see that dredging will again start to realign the channel and help provide closure before the summer season,” said member for Dobell Mr Craig Thomson.“Council has been doing 

a great job managing the channel over many years and I believe the latest works will again improve the amenity of this popular tourism venue,” Mr Thomson said.Council is currently fi nalising operational matters before setting an offi cial start date for the dredge to return to the channel.Media releases, 15 Aug 2012Wyong Council Media David Gardiner, Offi ce of Craig Thomson MP

Dredging plans for 
The Entrance Channel

The Entrance Channel
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The deal was made between Member for The Entrance Mr Chris Spence, Member for Wyong Mr Darren Webber, NSW Treasurer Mr Mike Baird and Minister for Roads Mr Duncan Gay.“During the election campaign, we gave a commitment of $8 million to deliver interval lights at the roundabouts 

at Pacifi c Highway, Enterprise Dr, Mingara Dr and Tumbi Umbi,” Mr Spence said.“Following the election, through discussions with the Roads and Maritime Services (RMS), it became clear we would need much more than this stop-gap solution and instead needed to completely remove all 

four roundabouts.“Darren Webber and I are immensely pleased with the great news from the NSW Treasurer that the fi gure of over $120 million needed to completely overhaul these intersections on Wyong Rd will be delivered.“This year, $4 million was allocated in the budget for the Pacifi c 

Highway intersection and we’re another step closer to getting underway with the environmental planning approval in place and the submissions report published,” said Mr Spence.Mr Webber said: “Some of the most common issues raised in submissions included impacts to properties, landscaping and urban design, pedestrian and cycle facilities, noise and vibration and potential overshadowing of 

properties near the new intersection.”“As a result, the RMS has now made modifi cations to their design.”A further $1.6 million allocated this year will see further progress planning for Enterprise Dr, Mingara Dr and Tumbi Umbi underway.“It is likely that construction on the intersections at Mingara Dr and Tumbi Umbi will be undertaken as combined works, with 

construction funding to be allocated in the 2014-15 budget,” MrSpence said.“Wyong Rd is a major link from the F3 to Wyong, Tuggerah and surrounding coastal suburbs which makes this upgrade a priority and a key part of the O’Farrell Government’s commitment to improving traffi c fl ow in the area.”

Media release, 22 Jul 2013Jim Lloyd,Offi ce of Darren Webber MP

$120 million funding secured
for Wyong Rd upgrade

A $120 million funding deal for the upgrade of Wyong Rd has been secured.

Proposed upgrade of the Pacifi c Highway and Wyong Road Intersection

The promotion of tourism in the Wyong local government 
area is to take a new direction following decisions made at the ordinary meeting of Wyong Council on 
Wednesday, July 22.Cr Lloyd Taylor moved a series of motions at the meeting aimed at investigating the management of tourism and event promotion through a new shire-wide body.Management of tourism and events is currently in the hands of third parties with which Wyong Council has contractual and funding arrangements.Those organisations include Central Coast Tourism, The Wyong Regional Chamber of Commerce, The Entrance Town Centre Management and Greater Toukley Vision.“To have a shire-wide events and promotions body that will focus on Wyong is logical to the growth of the area,” Cr Taylor said.“Whilst Central Coast Tourism, based in Kariong, actively promotes the activities from Pearl Beach to Lake Munmorah, many Wyong tourism operators don’t provide their events schedules because they are too far away from here,” he said.The Council meeting was addressed by Mr John Millard, representing the community.

Mr Millard is a former Wyong councillor and chairman of The Entrance Chamber of Commerce.Mr Millard said he was a founding member of The Entrance Town Centre Management in 1995 and had spent several periods on its board as a representative of Wyong Council and the Chamber of Commerce.“It is time for a change because our town is suffering and we are not getting the support we need from town centre management,” Mr Millard said.Cr Adam Troy asked Mr Millard whether there was currently discord within the board of The Entrance Town Centre Management and Mr Millard said there was.Mr Millard said he did not believe The Entrance Town Centre 

Management was currently fulfi lling its role of representing the permanent shop keepers of the area.“Some events are good but some events are not very good for our town,” Mr Millard said.“I am there for the permanent shop keepers and Town Centre Management continues to bring food providers and drink providers into the park so the takings of the permanent businesses are down signifi cantly,” Mr Millard said.Mr Millard said shop owners had written to Town Centre Management and to Wyong Council expressing their concerns and their letters had been ignored.Councillors debated Cr Taylor’s motion, including questioning Mr 

Millard, for over an hour and several amendments were made.Cr Doug Vincent asked for clarifi cation about the amount of money provided by Council to the various promotion and tourism bodies it had relationships with.Wyong mayor, Cr Doug Eaton OAM said this year’s expenditure was $1.6 million across all the tourism bodies.He said in the previous year the total expenditure from Council was closer to $2 million.Mr Millard said he had spoken at the Council meeting in order to “look at the new way of moving forward.“If the board and management [of The Entrance Town Centre Management] gets dissolved, I wouldn’t be too upset,” he said.

Wyong Council currently has funding agreements with Greater Toukley Vision and The Entrance Town Centre Management until June 30, 2017.Its current contract with Central Coast Tourism runs out in 2016.Wyong Council acting general manager, Mr Scott Cox said Council has already changed its relationship with The Entrance Town Centre Management, including allowing for greater Council representation.“We asked for a further governance change to have a special delegate appointed by me and that is the chief fi nancial offi cer, so Council representation has increased from one to three,” Mr Cox said.A recent internal audit showed a number 

of anomalies in terms of Council’s statutory duties and whether they could be delegated to an external partner, Mr Cox said.As a result some statutory functions have been “brought back under the umbrella of Council”, Mr Cox said.A review clause has also been embedded in The Entrance Town Centre Management funding agreement for the last year of its contract.Mr Cox said Wyong Council’s current arrangements in relation to tourism  were “unusual” and not a structure that he would recommend.Cr Taylor said there seemed to be a problem with communication between the current bodies to ensure a shire wide strategy to encourage investment to the area.“If council can set up a body that has professional management which can truly communicate and liaise, it will be able to truly represent tourism and all the different centres of Wyong,” Cr Taylor said.Cr Matthews, Vincent and Greenwald exoressed concerns about the motions and moved amendments so staff could prepare a report for a future meeting.

Agenda item 7.222 July 2015Meeting transcriptWyong Council general meetingJackie Pearson, journalist

Events such as this at The Entrance  may come under the control of a new umbrella body within the next couple of years
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Promotion of tourism in Wyong shire 
to take a new direction

Your independent community newspaper - Ph: 4325 7369 Issue 98August 16, 2016

FREEFREE

Offi ce: 120c Erina Street, GosfordPhone: 4325 7369  Fax: 4321 0940Mail: PO Box 1056, Gosford 2250E-mail: editorial@centralcoastnews.netWebsite: www.centralcoastnews.net

Member for W y o n g and NSW 
Shadow Minister for the Central Coast, Mr David Harris, will speak at a Water Not Coal meeting to be held at the Blue Haven Community Centre on August 18, following his call for the NSW Government to buy 
back the Wallarah 2 exploration licence.The latest proposal from South Korean mining company KORES could see a coal conveyor belt, rail spur, and coal stock pile, located within 200 metres of Blue Haven homes.A nine-storey coal loader would also be visible from Blue Haven and would come within 300 metres of houses in the new residential suburb to be developed by the Darkinjung Local Aboriginal Land Council.The amended development application and Environmental Impact Statement are currently on public exhibition.Mr Harris said he called on the NSW Baird Government to buy back the Wallarah 2 exploration licence after the government confi rmed they would pay BHP $220 million to buy back their mining licence for the proposed Caroona mine in the Liverpool plains.“The Baird /O’Farrell government promised to stop Wallarah 2 in 2011 as an election commitment,” Mr Harris said.“The proposed Wallarah 2 project would be beneath our water 

catchment, a catchment that supplies water to 320,000 people,” he said.He said KORES, the Korean Government owned mining company that holds the mining exploration licence, is reportedly suffering fi nancial issues, raising more doubts about the viability of the proposed project.“The Wallarah 2 mine proposal has been a major election issue since 2011 at both a state and Federal level.“It featured heavily most recently in the 2016 Federal election, when Labor won the seat of Dobell on a platform opposing the mine.“Mike Baird was the Shadow Treasurer in 2011, and must have supported the infamous Liberal ‘No ifs, no buts, a guarantee’ election 

promise.“If the Baird government can … use taxpayers’ money in Caroona, then we have every right to expect the same here, particularly given their previous election promises.“To continue to ignore their solemn commitment is nothing more than political bastardry.”An earlier Australian Coal Alliance meeting was held at Wyong RSL on August 10 to update the community about the latest attempts by KORES to have the Wallarah 2 underground coal mine approved by the NSW Planning Assessment Commission as a State Signifi cant Development.The meeting was attended by around 180 locals who came from as far afi eld as The Entrance and Terrigal.

Spokesperson for The Greens Central Coast, Ms Kate da Costa, who attended the meeting, said: “The proposal is that the conveyor belt and stock pile will be operating 24 hours and seven days a week for 30 years, so freight trains will be loading coal from an un-covered conveyor belt around the clock.”According to Ms da Costa, the only part of the development application that KORES has changed is the mechanism for getting the coal from the mine to the train.She said the NSW Government’s requirement for the Planning Assessment Commission to “prioritise economic outcomes” when assessing developments, meant the mine’s approval was still a possibility.

“But the commission even found KORES’ economic argument for the mine overblown and not particularly compelling,” she said.The clincher, for Ms da Costa, was that KORES’ own Environmental Impact Statement conceded that a coal mine in such a populated area “could increase mortality by one in 100,000 people per year.“There are over 300,000 people living on the Central Coast so that is three deaths per year,” she said.According to Ms da Costa, community members at the August 10 meeting expressed a sense of frustration that they had been fi ghting the Wallarah 2 coal mine for 11 years.“This is an important fi ght to win, and the Blue 

Haven meeting is an important step, because I am sure that there are many people in Blue Haven and other nearby areas that do not know this thing is going to be on their doorstep,” she said.The Australian Coal Alliance has also raised concerns about mine subsidence, air extraction from the proposed mine and that approval of the project could allow dumping of water into local lakes and/or the ocean.“The best analogy I can come up with is that it would be the same as allowing an underground coal mine in the Sydney Hills District with a coal loader in the middle of Castle Hill,” said the Australian Coal Alliance’s Water Not Coal Campaign Director, Mr Alan Hayes.“When you talk about coal dust, you are talking about fi ne micro particles (micron) that can’t be seen by the naked eye but are carried many kilometres by the wind and will get into your lungs and cause all sorts of respiratory problems,” Mr Hayes said.“The NSW Government wants the whole northern area of the Central Coast zoned for housing, but if you had a young family, would you go to coal mine central to raise your children?” he said.

Media release, Aug 12, 2016Zachary Harrison, offi ce of David HarrisInterview, Aug 12, 2016Kate da Costa, Central Coast GreensInterview, Aug 12, 2016Alan Hayes, Australian Coal AllianceJackie Pearson, journalist

Wallarah 2 seen as a threat on many levels

An underground shearer that grinds coal from the seam, dumps it on a conveyor and lets the roof of the mine fall down behind it that could cause subsidence and damage to the water aquifer
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This follows on from Council accepting a tender last October for the construction of 3,000 metres of sewer trunk mains, at a cost of more than $2 million, to service the proposed Warnervale Town Centre.Woolworths also have a Part 3A development still awaiting approval from the State Government, 

while more than $11 million in funding for the Sparks Rd intersection was announced last year.“The UrbanGrowth NSW application is another piece of the Warnervale Town Centre jigsaw falling into place,” said Wyong Council mayor Cr Doug Eaton.“ U r b a n G r o w t h NSW’s application is a 

signifi cant step forward for the Town Centre and further belief in the work Council continues to do to deliver this long awaited development.“UrbanGrowth NSW knows Council is very serious about getting on with delivering the Warnervale Town Centre for the people who have moved into 

the new release areas of Woongarrah, Hamlyn Terrace and Wadalba.“There are a lot of things happening, both tangible in terms of this application we have received and behind the scenes, but residents can be assured this Council will continue to work hard right up until the day construction work starts on the actual Town Centre.”The UrbanGrowth NSW proposal is for 123 conventional lots and 12 

duplex lots, located on key corner blocks.There are also two super lots, which are subject to future development applications.The conventional subdivision layout comprises lots ranging in size from 250m2 to 746m2, with potential for 147 dwellings excluding the super lots.The proposed subdivision also includes pedestrian and cycle linkages and landscaping.The application 

will now be assessed through Council’s normal approval process, including public notifi cation requirements.“Overall, it’s an exciting time, and another major step forward for Warnervale Town Centre,” said Cr Eaton.“Things are happening, and I am also hopeful the State Government will soon approve the Woolworths shopping centre application.”Media release, 11 Feb 2013Wyong Council Media

Application received for 137 lot 
subdivision in Warnervale precinct

Wyong Council has received an application from UrbanGrowth NSW (formerly Landcom) for a 137 lot subdivision to be constructed in the Warnervale Town Centre precinct.

An artist’s impression of the Warnervale Town Centre
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A $300 million Development Application for the redevelopment of Lakeside Shopping Centre, The Entrance, is currently being examined.The site has been nominated by Wyong Council as an Iconic Development Site and is located on the corner of The Entrance Rd and Dening St.The redevelopment comprises three main components; a new retail centre, residential tower and hotel/residential tower.The fi rst of the three stages would see the development of the retail component, including a new supermarket and specialty retail.The proposed new Coles shopping centre is more than double the size of the existing Coles supermarket.Stage two would incorporate the demolition of the existing centre and the development of the remainder of specialty retail, along with parking.The majority of parking would be provided across two basement levels with an increase from the current 190 spaces to 1,357.Stage three would see the construction of the two towers.The two towers would overlook Dening St with the principal tower to contain around 250 residential apartments over 25 levels while the 

second tower would accommodate a further 110 residential apartments over 11 levels and a 100 room hotel located in the lower six levels. An Oasis level is proposed to be lofted 

above the podium which would provide outdoor space and amenities for the enjoyment of residents and visitors.Thirty-six apartments would also be located over three levels above the 

podium with frontage to The Entrance Rd. Also to be included in the redevelopment would be the creation of a Piazza public space at the northern end of the site facing Dening St and a Bus 

Hub on The Entrance Rd.It is proposed that the Piazza includes spaces for people to socialize, sit informally, green spaces and plinths for temporary artworks and performance, among other things.

The Bus Hub is proposed to provide activities, games and spaces for play to make waiting for the bus enjoyable.Public art is proposed for these locations which will be detailed in subsequent development applications for relevant stages.The development is expected to generate 660 new full time jobs; 80 in the supermarket, 400 in the additional specialty retail, 125 in the hotel/restaurant, 15 convention/function roles and 40 in the residential sector.According to the application, the proposed redevelopment is expected to be a major catalyst for economic expansion at The Entrance Town Centre with job creation, improvement of convenience shopping for current and future residents, signifi cant improvements to the public domain and addition of truly iconic building elements to the town centre.The development would have minimal environmental impacts and positive social and economic impacts.The original Lakeside Shopping Centre was constructed in the 1970s and has been owned by the Dunnet Group for almost 30 years.Over the last two decades, additional adjoining sites have been acquired to create the redevelopment site.

DA1080/2014, 25 Nov 2014

$300 million development planned 
for Lakeside Shopping Centre

An artist’s impression of the Lakeside Shopping Centre redevelopment
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The Temple is one of seven major sections planned for the 15 hectare theme park, expected to open in 2015, with other themed sections being the China City Gate Tang and Song Cultural Academy, Water towns, Panda paradise, Wyong Theatre, and Royal Villa.Wyong mayor Cr Doug Eaton attended the launch of the ‘Thanksgiving 

Temple’ in Shanghai on December 28, where the Temple project was offi cially blessed by Taiwanese Buddhist Monk Abbott Zeng.“It is incredibly exciting to start seeing the vision for the Theme Park, and I think now that people can see the images, they will start to appreciate the scale of the proposal and what it could mean for our 

Shire,” said Cr Eaton.“The developers have long been telling us that this Theme Park will be up there with the Opera House and Sydney Harbour Bridge in terms of tourist attractions.“There is no doubt it is unique, being the fi rst time a part of China has been recreated overseas.“You certainly don’t see an investment of 

$500 million in a tourism project very often.”Council is yet to receive a Development Application for the Theme Park, but sold the land, which is adjacent to the Warnervale Airport, to the Australian Chinese Theme Park Pty Ltd in 2012 for $10 million. “This project represents a huge boost to Wyong in terms of tourism and economic development,” said the mayor.“It will be one of the only major man-made attractions on the 

Central Coast and will defi nitely create new jobs and fl ow on benefi ts for local retailers and the hospitality sector.In-bound Chinese tourism to Australia has been steadily increasing in the past few years, with 700,000 tourists spending over $4 billion in 2012, according to a report by Tourism Australia.With Chinese tourism growing by an average of 20% each year, Destination NSW’s China Tourism Strategy predicts that the value of Chinese 

inbound tourism to NSW will almost double by 2020, becoming NSW’s largest international market in terms of visitor arrivals, visitor nights and expenditure.“Combined with our plans for a regional airport just across the Freeway from this site, I can see our local economy thriving in the next decade and providing a brighter future for our residents.

Media release, 14 Jan 2014Wyong Council media

The fi rst designs for the Chinese Cultural Village Theme Park project at Warnervale have now been released, with a giant gold Buddha as the centrepiece of an $80 million ‘Thanksgiving Temple’.

Theme Park to rival Opera House and 
Harbour Bridge as a tourist attraction

Residents of the Bateau Bay 
area are still struggling to repair their homes following the violent hail storm that struck the area 

on September 17 last year.Member for The Entrance, Mr David Mehan MP, visited residents of Lancaster Pde who have not yet moved back into their units and have been living in a variety of rental and shared accommodation since the September hail storm.The storm caused ceilings to collapse and extensive water damage to the properties with most units in Lancaster Gardens being completely gutted due to damage.Ms Barbara Champley said she had been living in her unit for the past 25 years and had never lodged an insurance claim in her life.“I do own my unit but I don’t know what I have got now, only an empty shell,” she said.“I was down at The Entrance that day and someone rang and said you’d better come home. “When I got to Bateau Bay the hail was like snow.“When I put the key in the door, there was water pouring through the ceiling, through the light fi ttings, so I went to get help, but by the time I got back, the whole ceiling fell in, and after that, everyone’s ceilings 

seemed to do the same,” Ms Champley recalled.According to Ms Champley, the insurer was “very slow from the beginning”.At fi rst the residents were “stunned” and not sure who to turn to for help.Between September and December they mainly dealt with the 

strata management company, according to Ms Champley.She initially stayed with her sister, then in a motel, then an apartment at The Entrance, and since Christmas she has been staying with a friend.The insurance company has helped with living costs, but at nearly 80 years of age, Ms 

Champley wants to return to her own home as soon as possible,“I’ve lost nearly everything that I owned,” she said.“Before Christmas we had a meeting with everyone and the insurance company came out and it all looked very promising, then we had workmen cleaning out 

the mould, but since then, nothing has happened.“There is no indication of when the work will be done.“I do have contents insurance as well, but that is with a different company, but it is not much use yet, because I haven’t got anywhere to put anything.“I have hardly even 

had any clothes.“I want the work to start, there are 14 units in our complex and the whole 14 are affected by this and we want some communication to know what is going on.I am feeling very down about it all,” she said.Mr Mehan said he had been working with the local community and the strata company to see works completed and residents moving back into their homes.Mr Mehan threatened to name and shame insurance companies that are not giving the storm damaged area the attention it deserves.“It has been four months since the September hail storm and locals are still struggling to have their homes repaired,” Mr Mehan said.“All of the residents of Lancaster Gardens were fully insured, yet they are still waiting for their insurance companies to begin work on their homes.“These houses have been sitting empty since September with major repairs yet to begin.“The insurance companies need to communicate clearly with residents and begin fi t outs on the houses so these people can get back to living their lives.”

Media release, Feb 11, 2016David Mehan, member for The EntranceInterview, Feb 12, 2016Barbara Champley, Bateau Bay
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Mehan outraged at delay
in storm damage repair

David Mehan MP along with Barbara Champley and Phillip and Patricia Cupples view the damage
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Chinese Cultural Theme Park to be among 
the biggest tourist attractions in Australia
An agreement was offi cially signed by Wyong Council on Sunday, December 2, to sell land that will be developed into the Chinese Cultural Theme Park at Warnervale.

At its ordinary Council meeting on Wednesday, November 28, Council approved the sale of 15.7 hectares of land at Warnervale to the Australian Chinese Theme Park Pty Ltd (ACTP).Council sold the land for $10 million for the purpose of constructing the $500 million Theme Park.Wyong mayor Cr Doug Eaton signed the agreement to sell the land in front of the Director Consular who was representing the Chinese Consular General Mr Aimin Fu and representatives of the ACTP at the Shanghai Stories Chinese Restaurant in Chatswood.Member for Wyong Mr Darren Webber was also in attendance.“This is undoubtedly one of the most momentous occasions in the history of this Council, and the Central Coast,” mayor Cr Eaton said.“What this proposal will do is turn the Wyong 

Shire into a tourist mecca and bring millions of dollars’ worth of tourism into the area, which will have a fl ow on effect to the entire region’s economy.“Outside the Opera House and Harbour Bridge, this has the potential to be among the biggest tourist attractions in the State.“Council is genuinely excited by this project and personally, I cannot 

wait for construction to offi cially start.“By selling this land, we have not only made a signifi cant profi t, but we have set in place a unique and, in time, iconic tourist venture that will benefi t the entire Central Coast.“This is indeed a very historic occasion and I congratulate the Council staff and councillors for their support and enthusiasm towards this 

project.“I would also like to thank the ACTP for their commitment towards getting this off the ground and realising Wyong Shire was the best area in the country to accommodate such a development.“They are the ones investing the money, Council has merely supported them,” said mayor Cr Eaton.It is anticipated that 

construction on the Theme Park will start in 2015, and the whole project will be completed by 2020.Upon completion, the Theme Park is expected to provide between 1500 and 2000 jobs.The Park will have seven sections comprising China City Gate entrance, Tang and Song Academy, Water Towns in South China, Wyong Theatre, Panda Paradise, Royal 

Villa and a Thanksgiving TempleACTP chairman Mr Bruce Zhong said he was delighted the land had been secured.“This is just the beginning and we will now work hard to start detailed planning work,” said Mr Zhong.“It is going to be a unique $500 million tourist attraction, employing more than a thousand people and bringing economic prosperity to Wyong Shire.“We have received great support from the beginning from the Foreign Affairs Offi ce of the Shanghai Municipal People’s Government and Offi ce of Overseas Chinese Affairs of the Shanghai Municipal People’s Government.“They twice sent a delegation to visit Wyong and the land.“I would also like to extend my sincere thanks to Wyong Shire Council, mayor Doug Eaton, all the councillors and staff.“Without Council’s great help and support, we wouldn’t have achieved this and I hope we can continue to work closely for the project and for Wyong Shire’s future prosperity,” said Mr Zhong.

Media release, 3 Dec 2012Wyong Council Media

Mr Aimin Fu, Cr Doug Eaton and Mr Bruce Zhong
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North Construction and Building Pty Ltd were successful in the highly competitive tender process as they were able to significantly reduce costs while maintaining the high quality requirements of the design.C o u n c i l ’ s manager Community Partnerships and Planning Ms Julie Vaughan said they had a great track record in building major projects such as the Cessnock Performing Arts Centre, Lakes Grammar School, Impact Centre Coastlife and Merewether Surf House.“We are pleased to have such an experienced builder on board and with 

construction now underway The Art House is definitely on track to open by Christmas next year,” said Ms Vaughan.“It’s really exciting.“We have been lobbying, planning and designing for over 10 years and now it is full steam ahead.“All the design aspects remain the same, from the fly tower to 500 seat auditorium, exhibition area and studio to the foyer cafe,” said Ms 

Vaughan.Mayor Cr Eaton said this was the final step before construction could begin.“I’ve championed this project for 10 years and in less than 400 days it will open,” said mayor Cr Eaton.“This is truly an exciting time for arts in the Shire.“The Art House will be the flagship building for the arts and will not only better accommodate our amazing local groups 

but also host touring shows that otherwise would pass us by,” he said.The Art House Ambassador and international dancing star and choreographer, Josh Horner, grew up in Wyong and said he knows firsthand how much local performance groups and the community will benefit from the facility.“I loved performing from a young age and when I was growing up 

in Wyong, local dance groups always had to travel to places like Newcastle to perform. “Once The Art House is built, they won’t have to.“Local talent will be able to shine right here, at home.“I encourage everyone to get on board – become a friend of The Art House and spread the word about this amazing facility,” said Mr Horner.

Media release, 17 Nov 2014Wyong Council media

Full steam ahead after
10 years of planning

An artist’s impression of the inside of The Art House

Wy o n g C o u n c i l mayor Cr Doug Eaton offi cially turned the fi rst sod on construction of The Art House on Tuesday, November 18, with council offi cially awarding the tender to an experienced local operator.

No fi res may be lit in the open and all fi re permits are suspended during a Total Fire Ban.Gas and electric barbeques may be used provided certain conditions are met.

Total Fire Ban rules and a map of current Total Fire Ban areas are available at www.rfs.nsw.gov.au.

Email, 20 Nov 2014RFS Media

Total Fire Ban
A Total Fire Ban has been declared for fi ve regions of NSW including Gosford and Wyong for Friday, November 21, due to forecast hot and windy conditions.
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Council members voted to authorise staff to begin undertaking technical studies for the airport, which is planned to be in operation by 2020/21. The Type 3 airport will have a single runway with a length of up to 2,600m.The proposed economic development and increased e m p l o y m e n t opportunities were stand out points for certain members of council who pushed the development.“The Central Coast has one of the highest youth unemployment rates and there is a huge needfor jobs,” Cr Adam Troy said. “I believe the catalyst could be this airport.”“Without action to take this proposal forward, it would take 

many, many, many years for a project like this to take off,” Cr Lloyd Taylor said.Wyong mayor Cr Doug Eaton highlighted the need for the airport, stating that over 40,000 people from the Shire have to travel outside of the area to get to work. The Central Coast 

is recognised as the 9th largest region in Australia and remains the only major population centre without a regional airport.The airport plans to grow jobs, industry and tourism on the Central Coast and reinvigorate the region’s economy by 

$250 million annually once fully operational.This is expected to provide a strong base for the expected 400,000 increase in population by the year 2031. 

Wyong Council Agenda, 4.1113 Nov 2013 Madalaine Waters, 13 Nov 2013

Wy o n g Council has a p p r o v e d the preparation of a masterplan for the Central Coast Regional Airport to be located in Warnervale next to the M1 Pacifi c Motorway.

Warnervale Airport
masterplan approved

Proposed airport location

Gosford and 
W y o n g Councils have agreed to an historic, voluntary merger as part of the NSW 

Government’s Fit for the Future reform package.Both Councils submitted their merger preference to the NSW Government before the November 18 deadline – with it likely that a Central Coast council could be proclaimed late December and come into effect early next year.Gosford mayor, Cr Lawrie McKinna said the agreement was a defi ning moment in the Central Coast’s history.“Although time was against us, I’m very pleased with how both Councils have worked hard to protect the interests of their communities and the Central Coast,” Cr McKinna said.“I’m confi dent that this monumental decision to voluntarily merge means that the community’s voice will not be lost, which is something the NSW Government couldn’t guarantee under a potential forced amalgamation.“We’ll also have access to $20 million in support from the NSW Government for the voluntary merger that will make sure funding from our recent operating surpluses is not diverted away from vital service, facility and infrastructure improvements.

“There’s no doubt that merging our two organisations will be challenging, but my fellow Gosford councillors and I are looking forward to working alongside our Wyong counterparts to achieve the best outcome for the residents of the Central Coast,” he said.Wyong’s deputy mayor, Cr Lynne Webster, said she was pleased Gosford Council was coming to the party and agreed voluntary amalgamation is the only way to go.“The only way now is forward.“We have to work together to ensure a Central Coast Council continues to deliver the best possible services our community need and want.“I believe we can do it and this decision means we have secured a much needed $20 million injection of funding for our 

region.“This decision will put the Central Coast on the map as a region in its own right and I believe will ensure we get a lot more funding and recognition in the future.”Gosford’s CEO, Mr Paul Anderson and Wyong’s acting CEO, Mr Rob Noble will now meet to create a staff transition team and start on plans to amalgamate the two Councils.An informal meeting of the two councils will be held at Wyong Council chambers on Wednesday, December 4, which will be the fi rst time the two councils have met since deciding on the merger.

Media release, Nov 16, 2015Gosford and Wyong Council mediaMeeting transcript, Nov 25, 2015Wyong Council  general meetingJackie Pearson, journalist
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Historic forced 
voluntary merger 

agreed to
“The decision to voluntarily merge will ensure that our community will now have an opportunity to have a say in how our new Central Coast Council will be formed and that the region will be able to access $20 million in support from the NSW Government, to assist offsetting a small portion of the total amalgamation costs that will occur,” Mr Walker said.“ R e g i o n a l Development Australia 

Central Coast’s board members look forward to working with all sectors to ensure that the best outcomes are achieved for the entire Central Coast,” he said.“ R e g i o n a l Development Australia Central Coast is confi dent the decision to form the one united entity will allow the Central Coast to proactively brand and market itself as a desirable region to visit, live and invest, which in time will greatly assist in 

addressing the region’s higher than average unemployment rate.“We look forward to assisting all levels of government, business and the community to proactively work together to deliver the vibrant and successful future that the Central Coast rightly deserves,” Mr Walker said. 

Media release, Nov 18, 2015Elizabeth Westrup, Regional Development Australia Central Coast

$20 million government 
support is a small portion of 

amalgamation costs

Mr Phil Walker, chair of Regional Development Australia Central Coast, has congratulated Gosford and Wyong 
Councils on their agreement to voluntarily merge as part of the NSW Government’s Fit for the Future reform process.

He has been critical of moves by Lake Macquarie Council to see the Wyong Local Government Area cut in half at Sparks Rd and absorbed into Gosford to the South and Lake Macquarie to the north.“Lake Macquarie Council is trying to dispense with the Wyong Local Government Area by making a recommendation to the State Government to cut Wyong in two,” Cr Taylor said.“Neither Lake Macquarie Council nor Gosford Council have any idea how the community thinks and I 

am sure our community would not agree with the idea of a “forced retreat” from the waterfront,” Cr Taylor said.“Lake Macquarie City Council is ‘planning for increased fl ooding and changes to the foreshore lines that may occur as a result of sea level rise’,” he said.“They want to develop an adaptation plan which is double speak for no more development on land at Pelican or Blacksmiths.“If a ratepayer wants to build a new home, they won’t be permitted.“I had a phone call from a local in Wyong 

concerned if we were amalgamated with Lake Macquarie that many waterfront properties would have restrictions imposed on them which would affect their 149 certifi cates.“I am against and idea that either Lake Macquarie or Gosford lay a fi nger on Wyong.“They only want Wyong because our fi nances are in order and want to steal money from our region,” he said.

Email, Nov 16, 2015Lloyd Taylor, Wyong councillor

Splitting Wyong Council 
in two is delusional

One of Wyong’s Save Tuggerah Lakes Party councillors, Cr Lloyd Taylor, has accused Lake Macquarie City Council of wanting to 
steel Wyong Council’s money.
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The NSW G o v e r n m e n t has approved a rezoning in the Lake Macquarie local government area with the potential to deliver 1,250 new dwellings.The rezoning at Wyee, which was approved on Friday, May 24, is a step towards establishing a framework to progress the long-standing “paper subdivision” in the town, which dates back to the early 20th century.The Department of Planning and Infrastructure’s Hunter and Central Coast regional director Mr Michael Leavey said the decision was in line with an aim of the 2006 Lower Hunter Regional Strategy to support housing supply in the Wyee area.This regional strategy is currently under review.The Department has approved the local environmental plan rezoning amendment proposed by the Lake Macquarie City Council for about 164 hectares of land adjoining the existing township and its railway station.The land in the rezoning area is owned by the Wyee Development Fund, Lake 

Macquarie Council, NSW Government or individual owners of about 200 lots in a “paper subdivision”.The rezoning will create about 117 hectares of residential land, with higher densities encouraged closer to the railway station.It also sets aside 

another 45 hectares for environmental or conversation purposes, 1.6 hectares for open space and 0.5 hectares for infrastructure purposes.The site incorporates a “paper subdivision” dating back to 1914.This area had been subdivided into urban 

sized blocks but homes were not able to be approved because of the lack of infrastructure services and formed roads.Mr Leavey said development applications to begin home construction across the site, including the “paper subdivision” area, would 

need to show that adequate arrangements had been made for the co-ordinated provision of essential infrastructure, including water supply, electricity, telecommunications and sewerage.The option exists for future development of the area to take advantage 

of a NSW Government regulation to unlock paper subdivisions which was fi nalised earlier this year.“This rezoning is an important step towards providing additional housing and services for the township of Wyee and the Lake Macquarie local government area,” Mr Leavey said.Lake Macquarie City Council Strategy Director Tony Farrell said Council was pleased with the decision, which facilitates the expansion of Wyee in line with the Wyee Structure Plan.“The plan aims to integrate residential development with access to public transport and open space, while conserving our natural environment,” Mr Farrell said.“ I n f r a s t r u c t u r e , including sewerage, is vital to the future development of Wyee, and the Council will continue to work with residents to overcome issues in the paper subdivision.” 

Media release, 31 May 2013Mark Skelsey and Danielle Nelson, NSW Department of Planning and Infrastructure and Lake Macquarie City Council

Wyee rezoning to deliver 
1,250 new dwellings
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The design is currently on display for community feedback and the public has until Friday, June 19 to make submissions to Roads and Maritime Services.“The NSW Government allocated $3 million this year to continue planning for the upgrade which would provide two lanes in each direction between Johnson Rd at Tuggerah and Cutler Dve at Wyong,” a Roads and Maritime Services 

spokesperson said.“After feedback to the community display in July 2013 and additional technical investigations, the initial design has been substantially revised.“It now presents a whole of transport solution integrating the rail interchange with bus, taxi, disabled and short term parking to benefi t the wider community.“The revised design includes upgrading the existing intersection at Church St and new 

traffi c light intersections at Rose St, Anzac Ave, North Rd and Cutler Dve to improve safety and access for all road users on the highway.”Roads and Maritime Services is continuing to work closely with Transport for NSW rail planners to ensure the proposed road upgrade aligns with future rail requirements.“Feedback received will be considered by Roads and Maritime when fi nalising the 

concept design and preparing the review of environmental factors, which is scheduled to be displayed for community comment later this year,” the spokesperson said.“Roads and Maritime will continue to work with the community and stakeholders during the planning process to identify issues and minimise the potential impact of the proposed upgrade and building activities.”Wyong Council welcomed the state government announcement.Wyong’s deputy mayor, 

Ms Lynne Webster said she encouraged residents to go online and look at the revised proposal and have their say about it. “Upgrading the Pacifi c Hwy through Wyong is on our wish list to help transform the area,” Ms Webster said.“Leading up to the state election, we had a list of 39 projects we wanted the state government to help fund to improve the shire and prepare us for an infl ux of new residents in the future.”Wyong Council’s roads and drainage manager, Mr Peter Murray said this project would reduce 

traffi c congestion in Wyong.“This upgrade will open up one of the biggest road bottlenecks in our shire,” Mr Murray said.“Not only will it ease congestion, it will assist with public transport through better integration of the bus/rail interchange, improve safety for pedestrians and improve access through the Wyong CBD,” Mr Murray said.

Media release, 21 May 2015Peter McBride, Zenith OptimediaMedia release, 19 May 2015Wyong Council media

Revised design for upgrade 
of  Pacific Hwy through 

Wyong on display

Roads and Maritime Services NSW has announced the revised 
design for the future upgrade of the Pacifi c Hwy through Wyong.

A section of the revised plans to widen the Pacifi c Hwy through Wyong Town Centre Revised plans for widening the pacifi c Hwy through Wyong are on display until Friday, June 19
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However he said cuts to social safety net services like health and disability support could have a negative impact on the Shire’s most vulnerable residents.“Overall I’m pleased to see strong support for economic growth initiatives in the north of the Shire – this is strongly aligned to council’s own vision to create jobs and attract investment,” said mayor Cr Eaton.“Upgrading major roads like The Ridgeway and widening of the M1 between Tuggerah and Doyalson, Kariong and Somersby, are also great initiatives which will improve safety and travel times.“But to my mind, the biggest boost is confi rmation that the $405 million NorthConnex tunnel to link the M1 and M2 will get underway, providing our residents with a direct link to Sydney and welcome relief from long travel times for our 30,000 plus commuters.Mayor Cr Eaton also congratulated Member for Dobell Ms Karen McNamara on the allocation of $3.3 million in funding for the Tuggerah Lakes, as well as additional funding for local skills and job centres ($2.7million), 

and a regional sporting precinct at Tuggerah ($1 million).“It’s great to see that the Federal Government is continuing to recognise the importance of this coastal estuary system and provide the funding for a suite of stormwater treatment works like new gross pollutant traps, particularly as the Lakes themselves are State Government responsibility,” mayor Cr Eaton said.On the downside, the Federal Government has frozen indexation for the Local Government Financial Assistance Grants Program for the next three years.This program provides general purpose grants to local government areas based on population amounts and funding for roads maintenance. “The Federal Government has effectively capped the program at 2013/14 levels and, for Wyong Shire, this equals a direct cut to our roads budget of around $2 million over three years.“Luckily we are in a better position than many other councils to absorb the impact, having spent the past four years improving our bottom line and doubling the amount we have allocated 

to roads funding.”Other changes impacting council include the indexation of fuel excise (an increase of $25,000 per year), and changes to FBT (an increase of around $35,000 per year) but these impacts are offset by the rephasing of the Superannuation Guarantee, providing a saving of around $350,000 per year.“Wyong Shire is not a wealthy community and we already suffer from low school retention levels and high youth unemployment,” said the mayor, “so reports on the potential impacts for young job seekers and those on income support do concern me.“It’s important for everyone that we maintain a strong safety net for our most vulnerable residents so I’ll be keeping a close eye on whether we see signs that the changes are having a widespread impact.“On balance, I think there is much to welcome in this Budget and I congratulate our local Federal Member for her efforts in securing local funding and helping our priorities get a real look in at the national level.”

Media release, 14 May 2014Wyong Council media

Mr Webber was questioned about his employment with Tim Koelma’s company Eightbyfi ve.At the time of his employment with Eightbyfi ve, Mr Webber was required to collate information from other government members’ websites, such as policy statements and media releases to provide to Mr Koelma.Mr Webber agreed that there was no hard evidence of his work for Mr Koelma saying that he didn’t think there would be any electronic footprints remaining on his computer.“I would highly doubt any computer would keep a footprint for four years,” said Mr Webber.Mr Webber couldn’t confi rm whether the $4,000 he deposited into his account on January 21, 2011 at around midday in Tuggerah was from Mr Koelma, who withdrew $8,000 in cash in Erina from another account earlier that day at 11:09am.He did, however, agree that a number of other similar transactions were payments from Mr 

Koelma.Mr Webber said a similar thing happened to him as happened to the member for The Entrance Chris Spence, in that his computer failed and he lost all of the copies of his invoices rendering him unable to lodge tax returns for a number of years.“I was waiting for Mr Koelma’s advice on when the payments and how many payments were made.“In the end, without Mr Koelma being able to provide that advice, I simply made a declaration to the Tax Offi ce to the best of my recollections and that’s how we lodged a tax return this year, in the absence of any originals and in the absence of Mr Koelma being able to confi rm for us,” said Mr Webber.Mr Webber conceded that he had made a “mistake” when he was questioned about a number of invoices made out to Eightbyfi ve by Webbbson E l e c t r o t e c h n o l o g y and IT Experts for taxation purposes which stated he had provided “IT consulting 

and electrotechnology advice”, saying he failed to change the description of the work provided.He claimed the description was an automatic template but conceded that Webbbson never provided IT consulting and electrotechnology advice to any entity.“It was the original intent but it wasn’t ah, used in that manner, no” said Mr Webber.He then acquiesced that since he did not complete his trade as an electrician, and the co-founder of Webbbson was trained in IT, nobody at the company was qualifi ed to provide electro technology advice.Mr Webber denied a statement put to him by ICAC’s counsel assisting, Geoffrey Watson SC, when Mr Watson suggested that Mr Webber was “just lying and the whole arrangement with Koelma was itself a sham under which you would receive a payment which would free you for door knocking?”

Transcript, 19 May 2014ICAC

Webber faces ICAC 
questioning

Member for Wyong Mr Darren Webber appeared before the Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC) on Monday, May 19, as part of Operation Spicer, an investigation into allegations that members of parliament and others corruptly solicited, received and concealed payments in return for having their interests favoured.

Mayor welcomes budget despite 
$2 million roads budget cut

Wyong Council has welcomed the recent Federal Budget, with mayor Cr Doug Eaton saying it delivered some big wins for Tuggerah Lakes, local business and commuters on the M1. 
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To make it easier for voters to see the totals pledged and what they are for, Wyong Regional Chronicle has put together a list of pledges made by both major parties since the election was called.The Dobell Spend 

-O-Meter will also give readers a list of what to look out for in the future to keep track of how many promises have been kept by the winning party.Our major election coverage, including candidate profi les, 

general information about the Dobell electorate, the location of polling booths as well as the latest and fi nal information from all the parties as they relate to Dobell begins on page 12.

Dobell 
Spend-O-Meter

Promise

Emma McBride Karen McNamara
Road upgrades (general) $5million $12.3million
Improving your local parks and environment program funding $3million Blackspot funding $491,200
EDSAAC Grandstand $1,060,000 $2million
Better Beach access for the disabled $2millionWyong Hospital Upgrade $1.5millionM1 Productivity Package $195million*
CCTV cameras $205,000Hospital equipment $100,000
Kamira funding $2.2million

Central Coast Community Legal Centre $300,000 (over three years)
Berkeley Vale Oval $75,000Tuggerah Lakes Estuary $3million 
Bateau Bay PCYC $50,000Roads rescue Package up to $60million Footpaths $2.5million
Totals: $269,610,000 $21,171,200
* Already in Federal Budget from 2013

Candidates

Both major parties, Liberal and Labor, have been making promises 
to spend money on key projects for Dobell throughout the election campaign.

In essence, this decision by the new council means that Wyong rates will increase by up to 6.9 per cent instead of 3 per cent in 2016-17.In June 2013, the NSW Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART) determined council’s application for a special rate variation.The IPART determination at the time said: “We have determined that Wyong Council may increase its general income … resulting in a cumulative increase of 30.59 per cent over the next four years, or 17.6 per cent above the rate peg.“These annual increases incorporate the rate peg to which the council would otherwise be entitled,” the determination said.At the time, that rate peg was projected to sit around 3 per cent, in line with offi cial infl ation forecasts.Based on IPART’s projections, that annual increase in general income for the 2016-17 fi nancial year would be over $5 million.However, at the April 27 ordinary meeting 

of Wyong Council, councillors determined that they wished to give a dividend back to the community by not collecting the SRV in its fi nal year.That would have resulted in rates in the former Wyong local government area increasing by the IPART rate peg of 3 per cent only, and not by the SRV.According to the minutes from the April 27 meeting of Wyong Council, councillors moved to remove the fi nal year of the special rate variation of 6.9 per cent from its draft strategic plan and replace it with a rate increase capped at 3 per cent.During the debate over whether to collect the SRV or not, some councillors argued that the decision should have been sent to the Offi ce of Local Government to ensure a decision not to collect the SRV would be in line with the merger guidelines that decisions of the former Wyong Council were subject to in the period before the merger.According to the minutes, instead of 

seeking advice from the Offi ce of Local Government, councillors noted that they considered the merger guidelines and formed the view they did not apply and stated its reasons why.However, since the formation of the Central Coast Council and dissolution of the former Wyong council, the decision regarding the special rate variation has been reversed.In a media conference following the Central Coast Council’s June 8 ordinary meeting, CEO Mr Rob Noble said: “That was an expression of intent by the former Wyong Council.“It hadn’t actually been adopted by virtue of the fact the former Wyong Council never did adopt its operational plan for 2016-17,” he said.“So the new operational plan incorporates the proposed original SRV.“It will be on public exhibition (but not advertised in this newspaper) and we will wait for the public’s feedback on that,” he said.

Continued P3

Wyong rates to 
increase by 
6.9 per cent

The former Wyong Council determined at one of its last meetings 
to take the fi nal year of its special rate variation (SRV) out of its draft 2016-17 operational plan, but the new Central Coast Council has decided to continue to charge the SRV in 2016-17.
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The move by the State Government opened the door to develop the Key site on the corner of Marine Pde and The Entrance Rd at The Entrance.The Planning Proposal seeks to amend Council’s zoning instrument to permit additional building height on the site.“This is not a Development Application and it doesn’t mean the applicants will start building tomorrow,” said Cr Bob Graham.“I look forward to the Development Application actually coming into Council and the fi rst sod being turned, but that timeframe is completely up to the proponent,” said Cr Graham.Council’s manager of place management Mr Paul Bowditch said the move by the State Government was extremely positive for the future of Council’s Iconic Development Sites program.“What this proves is that the State Government has further endorsed Council’s Iconic Sites process, which is a step 

forward not just for The Entrance, but for all of our other identifi ed Iconic Development Sites in the Shire,” said Mr Bowditch.“This is a win for our process and a win for The Entrance community.“We look forward to being able to announce further good news in the future in regard to our Iconic Sites across the Shire and the community and developers can have confi dence that our process is working and the State Government is being very supportive of our work,” said Mr Bowditch.At the end of 2010, Council identifi ed 28 iconic development sites around the Shire as having the potential to provide an economic stimulus to the Shire and create jobs.One of those was the Key site in The Entrance, and Council set a process in motion that could eventually see a $45 million development built on the site creating around 100 fulltime jobs.The Key site has long been vacant and has 

gone through numerous owners over the past three decades. The site has also been the subject of proposals that have never progressed.Council has established a strong relationship with the current land owners and developers to the point where they have submitted a proposal that includes retail and food outlets, 93 apartments, and almost 400 jobs including 120 on completion.In June, Council voted to initiate a planning proposal and forward it onto the State Government, seeking permission to vary Council’s Local Environmental Plan (LEP) in order to relax height restrictions for the development to proceed.The State Government put Council’s request through a Gateway Process, and the proposal was endorsed subject to conditions.“This is the fi rst of our Iconic Development Sites to go through this process and reach this stage,” said Mr Bowditch.

“We are currently working with the Department of Planning to address the conditions imposed and consult with the nominated government agencies.“Having said that, we expect to have a proposal for the Key site on exhibition later in the year,” said Mr Bowditch.Part of the incentives in terms of the relaxation 

of height restrictions for developers means the proponents have also had to factor in signifi cant public benefi ts in their plans along with the need to provide a building that embraces the concepts of design excellence and green building design.In this case, the public benefi t comes to $1.55 million worth of improvements to the 

public domain in The Entrance, which will be determined in due course.The State Government will assess the fi nal planning proposal and, if they are happy with it, arrange for a legal document to be drafted and the LEP offi cially amended.

Media release, 26 Sep 2012Wyong Council Media

Height restrictions eased to 
support Key site development 

One of Wyong Council’s Iconic Development Sites will proceed to public exhibition following a determination from the State Government to allow a Planning Proposal for the site.
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Four new three storey buildings will be erected on the site with basement car parking for 20 vehicles and seven visitor spaces.The dwellings are a mix of one and two bedrooms with private balcony space. The existing Glengara Village currently has 280 dwellings on the site.The approved development has a 

value of $22 million and will provide approximately 150 construction jobs.Mayor Cr Doug Eaton said: “I recently launched the Central Coast Positive Ageing Strategy which is designed to meet the needs of our increasing ageing population.”“One of those key needs is the provision of more varied and affordable housing for 

aged living and this proposal will certainly provide that and so much more.“Wyong Shire is fast becoming the destination of choice for retirees and one of the key reasons is the quality of developments such as this.” Media release, 10 Sep 2014Wyong Council media

$22 million development 
approved for Glengara

An artist’s impression of the eastern façade of block 1

Wyong Council has granted unanimous consent for the erection of 88 self-care Seniors Living dwellings at the Glengara Retirement Village in Tumbi Umbi.

Wyong Shire is projected to grow by 28%, or 43,500 residents, representing a significant 23% of all growth across the 

entire Newcastle, Lower Hunter and Central Coast regions.Wyong Shire, with the largest projected population growth, will 

require nearly 1,200 new dwellings each year until 2031 – nearly double the average number of dwellings approved in the LGA 

each year over the past decade.Mayor Cr Doug Eaton said: “This growth is one of the biggest challenges for this Council and for the community.”“It’s clear from these figures that residential approvals will need to increase two-to-three-

fold compared to recent years to accommodate the projected annual growth of around 1,200 dwellings for our Shire.“There will also be significant pressure on existing infrastructure and demand for the provision of new infrastructure to cope 

with this growth. “This demand will need to be met by equivalent funding from all levels of government for new infrastructure, facilities and services in the Wyong Shire.”

Media release, 10 Sep 2014Wyong Council media

Wyong Shire requires 1,200 new 
dwellings each year until 2031

Wyong Council has noted recent fi gures from the Department of Planning and Environment showing that the Wyong LGA is predicted to gain the largest proportion of population growth in the broader region. 
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Councillors made the decision on Wednesday, August 27, after viewing a new Concept Masterplan for the Education Precinct including an economic viability assessment and preliminary layout plan. Mayor Cr Doug Eaton said the concept was truly exciting for the Central Coast community.“This report confi rms there is high demand with a shortfall of 7,600 university places in the greater Central Coast and Hunter Valley region,” Cr Eaton said.“Economically, it showed the project would contribute $650 million when fully developed and over 5,000 jobs during construction, with ongoing economic benefi t of over $9 million per annum and more than 1,300 full time jobs,” he said.Plans include broadening the range of education on offer at the site and co-locating technical, trade and high 

school education options alongside the university courses.“Council will now prepare a Planning Proposal for submission to the NSW Government’s ‘Gateway’ approval process and will seek Expressions of Interest (EOI) from potential partners for the project,” Cr Eaton said.“We will seek partners including a university as the anchor tenant and a range of other education and training providers including technical, trade and possibly secondary school components.“We’ve already had fruitful discussions with 

the Federal Education Department and we will continue to partner with both the State and Federal governments on this project.”Federal Member for Dobell Ms Karen McNamara said she was determined to see greater access to higher education on the Central Coast.“We committed to working with Wyong Shire Council in our ‘Growth Plan for the Central Coast’ prior to the election and I am pleased to see the ongoing development of this project,” Ms McNamara said.

“I will assist by continuing to facilitate meetings between Wyong Shire Council, Education Minister the Hon. Christopher Pyne MP and the Education Department to ensure this proposal meets Federal requirements. “Reforms being introduced to the Parliament will encourage the development of new higher education facilities, providing greater choice and opportunity for students.” The Concept Masterplan for the project outlines an overall vision for an integrated and interactive 

tertiary education, business and Technology Park, community and recreational space and a Smart Hub.The four main areas proposed for the site include a university with integrated student accommodation for 1,500 units; a sports and recreational precinct with sports fi elds and pool/gym complex; a central core including a Smart Hub with the library, administration functions and a hotel for short term accommodation; and a Business Park to integrate academia, research and commerce.The whole site would 

be cleverly linked by pedestrian and cycle pathways, attractive landscaping and plenty of open green space.Mayor Cr Eaton said the Concept Plan confi rmed the site has the potential to be developed into a university precinct.“The site has a footprint with the right gradients and is strategically located close to rail and road transport,” Cr Eaton said. “Development would be limited to 14% of the entire site to reduce walking distances on campus and preserve large tracts of bushland.“It will be an excellent use for this site.”The Planning Proposal will ask for minor changes to the Wyong LEP 2013 to allow additional land uses, increased building heights and changed density controls.The land is currently under the zones of S P 2 - E d u c a t i o n a l Establishment, B7-Business Park and E 2 - E n v i r o n m e n t a l Conservation.Once a ‘Gateway’ Approval is granted, the Concept Masterplan for the Wyong Education and Business Precinct will be exhibited for public feedback for 28 days.

Media release, 27 Aug 2014Wyong Council media

Major university 
precinct planned

Council will initiate a G a t e w a y approval process for a new 7,000 student tertiary education facility, student accommodation for 1,500 and a business park on a greenfi eld site near Warnervale. 

An artist's impression of the proposed university precinct at Warnervale
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“This new sidewalk upgrade has really lifted this area and changed the character and feel of the Toukley town centre,” said Wyong mayor Cr Doug Eaton.“I’m pleased to see this fi rst key project in implementing the Toukley Town Centre Masterplan get off the ground so successfully,” Cr Eaton said.“Not only is it more attractive, importantly it is also much safer and accessible for pedestrians of all ages and abilities.“Our aim was to provide a safer, more attractive link between the Village Green, the Senior Citizens Centre, the shops around the Central car park and Hargraves St, and I think we’ve certainly achieved that,” he said.

The new works provide a vibrant space for outdoor dining and include paving, installation of vehicle safety barriers, new landscaping, trees and foliage and new street furniture such as seating and umbrellas.Town planner Jonathan Luke said he was pleased with the outcome.“It’s just as the M a s t e r p l a n n i n g committee envisaged, and I’d like to thank everyone who participated in the master plan development and particularly the shopkeepers and shoppers for their cooperation and patience during construction,” Mr Luke said.“When we started the master plan stakeholder workshops in 2012 the underlying message from 

the stakeholders was an emphasis on 'action' and getting things done,” he said.“It was reiterated by the stakeholders that the core objective of the project was to deliver creative, practical and affordable projects. “The completion of this project certainly ticks the box,”The next project to be implemented under the Masterplan is to improve connectivity from Main Rd to the car park with a focus on Ron Alt Lane and Main Rd. “Design work is close to being fi nalised with construction expected to commence in the 2014/15 fi nancial year,” Mr Luke said.

Media release, 4 Jul 2014Wyong Council Media

Town Centre Masterplan 
Stage 1 completed

Toukley’s new cafe-style pedestrian strip was offi cially opened on Saturday, July 5.

“The Liberal Party promised at the last election to stop mining in the Wyong water catchment area even if it meant introducing special legislation, but it has been a Labor Minister that denied the original application and NSW Labor that has introduced special legislation into the Parliament,” said Mr Harris “Recent events, including the Court decision in favour of the local Darkinjung Land Council, and the fi nal report of the Planning Assessment Commission, cast serious doubt over the latest application. “It is time for the Planning Minister Pru Goward, Minister for the Central Coast Rob Stokes and Premier Mike Baird to intervene and quash the current application which is riddled with serious problems and then join with Labor in the Parliament to pass the Wyong Special Area (Protection) Bill 2014 which will fi nally protect the Wyong water catchment from the extractive industry.“The Planning Assessment Commission 

(PAC) Report highlights that the project presents risks and uncertainties in relation to subsidence, a risk of reduced availability of water for the Central Coast water supply, water supply risks to landowners in the vicinity of the project and other risks and concerns associated with various other impacts of the project, including those on water quality, heritage and noise levels. “Further, the report casts serious doubts on the economic modelling contained in the application.“If there was ever a case where the precautionary principle should be applied then this is it.“The former minister understood that when he rejected the last application, and there is nothing in the current project application that would signifi cantly change that view.“In fact, the PAC report says ‘there is merit in allowing the project to proceed. However, if the recommendations are either not adopted, or adopted only in part, then the Commission’s position would probably 

change in favour of a precautionary approach. This particularly applies to water-related impacts.’“Many of the recommendations would be diffi cult or impossible for the proponent to meet.“I have fought alongside community groups like the Australian Coal Alliance and the people of Blue Haven for more than seven years trying to protect our important water catchment areas and the amenity for local residents, and the time has come for the Baird Government to put the best interests of the community fi rst and fi nally lay this project to rest.“This decision is above politics, it is all about protecting our community now and into the future.“People expect governments to act in their best interests and after multiple inquiries, investigations, studies and huge sums of money being spent, it is time to act,” said Mr Harris.

Media release, 9 Jul 2014David Harris, Labor candidate for Wyong

Call to protect 
Wyong water catchment 

area for good
Labor Candidate for Wyong Mr David Harris has called on the NSW Government to reject the current Wallarah 2 Coal Project application and to support Labor’s Wyong Special Area (Protection) Bill 2014 to protect the Wyong water catchment area for good. 
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Spence and Webber’s offi ces raided
as part of ICAC inquiry

Mr Spence, who is the state member for The Entrance, and Mr Webber, the state member for Wyong, had their offi ces searched on Friday, September 20, with investigators seizing computers and documents.Ms Karen McNamara, who is expected to be declared federal member for Dobell in the coming days, has also been dragged into the controversy due to her role as Mr Webber’s campaign manager in the 2011 state election.The Age has reported that Ms McNamara signifi cantly overstated the amount of funds she had raised for Mr Webber’s campaign.It was revealed that Ms McNamara, during her 

pre-selection interview for Dobell, said she had raised up to $100,000 in her role as campaign manager.However, a member for the NSW Liberal state executive Ms Hollie Hughes has said she was advised party records indicated offi cial receipts totalled as little as $50,000.The Sydney Morning Herald has also reported that the ICAC raids are believed to be linked to allegations that two staff members for NSW Energy Minister Mr Chris Hartcher funnelled political donations through a front company prior to the 2011 state election.According to the Sydney Morning Herald, a $5,000 donation was 

made by a Wyong building company, LA Commercial, owned by a Mr Lusted, to the benefi t of the Liberal Party’s Central Coast candidates shortly before the March 2011 election.The donation is believed to have been made through Eightbyfi ve, which is the trading name for a trust fund connected to Mr Tim Koelma, a senior policy adviser to Mr Hartcher.Mr Koelma has since resigned from his position and Mr Lusted unsuccessfully contested Liberal pre-selection for the federal seat of Dobell.It has been reported that Mr Lusted has said that at the time, he believed he was entitled to make the donation as he was not a property developer for the 

purposes of the Election Funding Act.Property developers have been banned from making political donations in NSW since 2009.Neither Mr Webber nor Mr Spence were able to respond to enquiries from the Wyong Regional Chronicle for legal reasons.ICAC also could not comment on its operational matters.However, Ms McNamara has issued a statement and has denied the allegations against her.“The allegation made in today’s news story is a baseless lie,” Ms McNamara said of the media report.“A donation was made to attend a fundraising dinner and was properly receipted and declared.“As I have said 

before, to the best of my knowledge, I have always complied with my obligations in that role.Ms McNamara also said that if it was deemed she could assist in any way with current inquiries involving other persons named in recent news stories, she would be more than happy to assist.NSW premier Mr Barry O’Farrell has said he had not been contacted by the ICAC about the raids on Mr Spence and Mr Webber’s offi ces.“I don’t believe the ICAC has ever made it a practice to advise premiers of visits by its staff in investigations,” Mr O’Farrell said.“I have never been contracted by the ICAC about such activity.“As I previously said, the Liberal Party referred matters concerning 

donations to the Electoral Funding Authority in May 2012.“It has been previously reported the ICAC is investigating that issue.“But I have not been advised of any such investigation, nor would I expect to be.“It is an offence for someone to confi rm formal contact with them by the ICAC.“As I said in Parliament again this week, I am a strong supporter of the ICAC.“It has and continues to do a great job for the people of NSW.”

Media release, 23 Sep 2013Olivia Suzanski,Offi ce of Barry O’FarrellMedia statement, 25 Sep 2013Alicia McCumstie,Offi ce of Karen McNamaraWebsite, 23 Aug 2013The AgeWebsite, 21 Sep 2013,Sydney Morning Herald

The Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC) has raided the offi ces of Liberal MPs Mr Chris Spence and Mr Darren Webber over an alleged fundraising scandal.

Member for Wyong Mr Darren Webber Ms Karen McNamara, who is likely to become the Federal Member for Dobell  Member for The Entrance Mr Chris Spence
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Despite ongoing o p p o s i t i o n from the community, the 
Ourimbah boarding house Development Application has received conditional 
approval from the Joint Regional Planning Panel.Representatives of the Ourimbah community, through their Stop Glen Road Development Action Group and the Ourimbah Region Residents Association Inc, (ORRA) delivered speeches against the DA for the boarding house at the JRPP meeting held in the Wyong Council Chambers on September 24.Mr Allan Benson, Mr Greg McGill, Ms Di Willard and Ms Lesley Peden, all delivered speeches with Mr Benson highlighting concerns about the construction of the slab at the base of the development.Mr McGill outlined the development’s incompatibility with the surrounding area.

Ms Willard addressed issues with drawings and other planning information supplied as false or misleading and Ms Peden argued that late document submission was unfair and impactful on the hearing.Mr Benson presented his concerns with the suspended slab in three sections: a fl ood study, structural loading issues 

and creek debris.According to Mr Benson, a hydrologist he petitioned to conduct a fl ood study confi rmed that the structure would risk diverting fl oodwater back towards the property neighbouring the development, which may cause signifi cant additional fl ooding to the driveway and beyond.Another argument 

from Mr Benson addressed concerns about debris being cleared from the creek by having creek access through the slab.Mr Benson concluded his speech by arguing that too many questions remained surrounding the slab, and urged the JRPP to suspend its construction and therefore disallow the west wing of the 

development.Mr McGill’s address to the JRPP involved several cases from the Land and Environment Court that supported the idea that the boarding house was not in compliance with Section 79C of the EPA Act, the local character and public interest tests.“In past submissions, we’ve presented what we believed to be many 

watertight reasons why the DA does not fi t the local character test,” Mr McGill said.“But after four public exhibitions, two panel meetings and innumerable extensions to fi xed deadlines, the DA has still not been rejected.“So this time, we’re going to tie our arguments to precedents from the Land and Environment Court to show not only that it should be rejected here tonight but that it also has no chance of ever being approved by the Court,” he said.Mr McGill brought up concerns about noise, overlooking and overshadowing issues for the current neighbour and presented the case of Project Venture Developments v Pittwater Council in 2005, in which the court rejected the DA saying physical impacts, such as noise, overlooking and overshadowing which 

Continued P3

Ourimbah boarding 
house receives 

conditional approval

Ourimbah residents with member for Dobell Karen McNamara
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Council resolved to send the Jilliby Stage Two Development and Old Farm located on Old Maitland Rd to the State Government in what will be the fi rst step in a spot rezoning process.If the rezoning is successful, it could allow rural residential developments to proceed in both locations.“There is a real need for this type of development in our Shire,” said Wyong Council mayor Cr Doug Eaton.“What these developments are about is giving people a choice of housing and we hope they will attract professionals like doctors to buy property and establish themselves in the area.“There are rural residential developments at Matcham, Holgate and Pickett’s Valley that are full of professionals and executives on high wages but we don’t have anything like this in the Shire.“As a Council, we have now taken the fi rst step in having two locations rezoned for the purpose of establishing rural residential developments.“There is demand for this type of land in the Shire but there’s a real shortage of it.“The land which we are proposing to rezone 

is not suitable for rural use, and would certainly help to provide more rate income for Council as well as help boost our local economy.“All up, we are talking about a combined total of more than 600 hectares of land, divided into close to 500 lots ranging between one and three hectares.”Jilliby Stage Two contains 355 hectares of land, which will be the potential home for 197 lots.In addition, 76 hectares of land at this location is proposed to be set aside for conservation and drainage.The Old Farm on Old Maitland Rd is located around 2km south of the F3 Tuggerah interchange.It has been proposed to be rezoned into 270 lots in village zoning and 30 lots in environment living and conservation areas.Developing both sites is expected to create in excess of 620 jobs over 10 years.“We need a balance of housing around the Shire and, while this is at the top end of the market, we also approved a Granny Flat or Fonzie Flat at the same Council meeting,” said mayor Cr Eaton.“We are very conscious of creating housing that can cater for all budgets ranging from low cost, 

affordable granny fl at style accommodation to these rural developments catering for highly paid professionals.”Council also requested that the State Government’s Gateway Review Panel meet with the mayor and interested councillors prior to determining both rezoning requests.“I am pleased the Department of Planning, under the current Government, is willing to look at this and potentially move it through the system,” said mayor Cr Eaton.“The process, and what we are trying to achieve, certainly has the unanimous support of this Council.”

Media release, 3 Apr 2013Wyong Council Media

Wyong Council has taken the fi rst steps towards establishing two new rural residential developments in the area by referring two locations, west of the freeway, to the State Government’s Gateway review process.

Rural residential development to be 
established in Jilliby

Proposed area of rezoning
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The future of Camp Eagles Nest, established to protect a white bellied sea 
eagle’s nesting tree in Wadalba, is unclear, with road works in the area expected to force the group to move on.Group spokesperson Mr Jake Cassar said: “Our group was told recently that Johns Rd will be closing for road works and that our camp will have to move on.”“We realise the road works have to take 

place, but some people are quite concerned that the company that’s been undertaking the clearing may take down the tree if we leave.“I have personally spoken with the manager of the site, and have had ongoing communication with Wyong Cr Greg Best, both of whom have assured me that the nesting tree is safe for now.“Furthermore, I’ve been told that negotiations between Council and the developers to secure the nesting tree are 

continuing.“While I really appreciate the communication, our group is choosing to remain cautiously optimistic.“Our group has endured a lot to maintain our peaceful protest camp.“We have faced our fair share of challenges, including harassment at night and one of our cars was recently destroyed after being torched,” Mr Cassar said.The car was torched at the camp at 2:30am 

on the fi rst night the group decided not to stay overnight.The owner of the car said she left her car there overnight as her battery was fl at and had arranged to pick it up the next morning.She said as the police didn’t have any leads, “we can speculate about who did it but we can’t really point the fi nger at anybody in particular”.The group has been subject to signifi cant harassment including hate mail and eggs and bottles thrown at them 

and their cars.“One man in particular stopped and told me I was going to get shot,” the owner of the torched car said.“It was during the day and he just stopped and wound down his window and said I would be shot.”Mr Cassar said: “Contrasting to that, our group has also received overwhelming support with 2,000 locals from the Wyong Shire signing our petition to save the nesting tree from the bulldozers.“While we fully 

appreciate the need for new infrastructure to accommodate the new residents, we are very hopeful that commonsense will prevail, and the iconic white bellied sea eagles will continue to soar high above the Wadalba community for generations to come.“We will certainly keep respectfully lobbying for this result,” Mr Cassar said.

Kaitlin Watts, 26 Mar 2105Media release, 25 Mar 2015Jake Cassar, Camp Eagles Nest

Camp Eagles Nest vehicle 
torched and protesters threatened

Protester’s torched vehicle Protesters outside Wyong Council

Protesters outside Wyong Council
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The rally was addressed by Member for The Entrance Mr Chris Spence, Wyong mayor Cr Doug Eaton, Senator Deborah O’Neill, Member for Dobell Ms Karen McNamara, representative of the developer Ms Katie Gregory and Resident’s Action Group chairman Mr Greg McGill.Mr Spence, Ms McNamara and Ms O’Neill spoke of the need for appropriate development in Ourimbah to maintain the present amenity for residents.Mayor Cr Eaton outlined the planning process involved with this development while Ms Gregory confi rmed the development application had been returned to the developer to address the 165 residents’ objections lodged with Wyong Council.Mr McGill said the rally was about saving Ourimbah.

“If this four storey boarding house development proceeds, Ourimbah is lost forever,” he said.“In the 150 year plus history of Ourimbah, this represents the largest single threat to our community lifestyle.“Ourimbah is the oldest town on the Central Coast with the post offi ce, railway station, public school and World War I monument all heritage listed.“Ourimbah is a country village servicing the surrounding semi-rural community and should remain that way to maintain the lifestyle which has attracted us to live here in the fi rst place.“Surely, the views of the 4,000 residents of Ourimbah must take precedence over one entrepreneurial developer.“Ourimbah will be left with the legacy and eyesore for the next 60 

plus years.“This will also set a precedent for more high rise development to follow.“If this development goes ahead, Ourimbah village will be gone forever,” said Mr McGill.A key provision in the Planning Instrument for Affordable Housing is the “Local Character Test” which takes into account such items 

as physical impact, noise, overshadowing, overlooking, parking, traffi c congestion, surrounding streetscape, and the visual catchment of the building, including colour, style and size.“Objections about these issues will form the basis of the residents’ presentation to the Hunter/Central Coast Joint Regional Planning Panel,” said Mr McGill.

A spokesperson for the residents’ action group Mr Allan Benson said: “This successful rally demonstrates the community concern for the proposed development.”“These are only the fi rst steps of what we think, will be a long and drawn out campaign.“We want to assure the community we will be continuing the fi ght on their behalf.

“We want to thank the residents of Ourimbah for their support and we will be keeping everybody informed of progress in the battle to save Ourimbah from inappropriate development.”

Media release, 17 Mar 2014Allan Benson, Stop Glen Rd Development Resident’s Action Group.

Ourimbah protest 
rally well attended

Over 200 people attended a rally in Ourimbah on Sunday, March 9, to protest against the proposed four storey, 101 unit affordable boarding house development in Glen Rd.

Wyong mayor Cr Doug Eaton speaking at the rally
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Wa d a l b a b a s e d 
w o m e n ’ s drug and alcohol rehabilitation centre, Kamira, is continuing a seven year battle 

for increased funding to better meet the demand for its services.According to Kamira Director, Cr Lisa Matthews, Kamira is a unique, evidence based, rehabilitation facility designed to help pregnant women and new mothers that are experiencing drug and alcohol abuse to kick their habits and re-focus their lives around the fulfi lling experience of motherhood.“Nearly all women who present to Kamira for treatment will have their children removed if they do not undergo residential rehabilitation and often present with traumatic histories such as mental health issues, domestic violence, cognitive impairments and criminal and family law matters,” she said.To help women undergoing treatment, Kamira employs a variety of tertiary qualifi ed clinicians such as psychologists, social workers and a 24 hour specialist team to ensure patients and their children are safely on the road to recovery.This emphasise on motherhood as a means to recovery has put Kamira at the forefront of women’s rehabilitation in the Central Coast region, however, the facility has been struggling to 

operate at capacity due to ongoing funding issues.“Presently, funding issues have prevented the Wadalba facility from fi lling half of its beds, forcing the facility to turn away hundreds of women in need and forcing the most in need onto waiting lists up to 12 weeks long,” Ms Matthews said.Kamira chief executive, Ms Cate Hewett said the facility’s lack of funding meant Kamira cannot employ the staff it needed to run at capacity, let alone expand its services.“Kamira is funded by both state and federal health departments on typically three year grants,” Ms Hewett said.“However, Kamira is currently operating off a one year extension grant 

which has caused huge problems with retaining staff.“The NSW Health Department has failed to provide any additional funding since it built the Kamira facility in 2009.“There are currently 11 beds fi lled out of a possible 22.“Cost wise, to increase the number of beds fi lled to 13 we would be looking at $112,157 per bed.“Based on this cost model, Kamira would need an additional $656,314 to increase its services to a minimum of 24 women and their children,” Ms Hewett said.According to Ms Hewett, joint funding from NSW Health and the Federal Department of Health and Family 

and Community Services could appropriately cover this, yet despite her best efforts, Ms Hewett’s attempts to vitalise Kamira have been falling on deaf ears for close to seven years.“In 2011, NSW Health commissioned a business review by Ernst and Young for the facility.“The three month review recommended additional funding be provided to Kamira to deliver a full capacity service, but this funding was not delivered.“I’ve written to every health minister since 2009 about the incredible demand for, and the subsequent community consequences of not providing treatment to these women, and still nothing.“It’s unbelievable how little they care about these women and their children,” Ms Hewett said.Kamira received 620 requests for service in 2015.Women remain on the facility’s waiting list for four to 12 weeks.Ms Hewett also urged people to write to their local MP’s about the state of Kamira and women’s health services.“Please urge your MP to help Kamira.“The Government built the facility, now they need to fund it,” she concluded.

Interview, Apr 6, 2016Lisa Matthews, Kamira Director Interview, Apr 6, 2016Cate Hewett, Kamira Chief ExecutiveJournalist, Dilon Luke 

Rehabilitation centre forced to 
turn away hundreds of women

Cate Hewett of Kamira

Member for The Entrance, Mr David Mehan MP said the NSW Government “shut down the motor registry, dismissing the concerns of residents that the closure will see not a single NSW Government offi ce left within The Entrance electorate.”Mr Mehan said he had opposed the closure since it was fi rst announced.He said he had been working with Services NSW and Wyong Council to attempt to maintain a service in The Entrance.“The State government has refused to listen to the public on this issue,” Mr Mehan said.“My offi ce has been fl ooded with calls from people who want to know how the government 

expects to deliver a service to our area,” he said.“As of lunchtime on Friday, April 22, more than 65 members of the community were turned away and told to go elsewhere.“The minister clearly has never been here to see the site.“Only someone from Sydney would believe that driving from The Entrance to Tuggerah is a short drive.“I will continue to work with Wyong Council and the community to see a government service delivered for our area,” Mr Mehan said.

Media release, Apr 22, 2016David Mehan, member for The Entrance

Another motor 
registry closed
The Entrance Motor Registry closed its doors for the last time on Thursday, April 21.

David Mehan outside The Entrance Motor Registry
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A Ward’s ALP, headed by Cr Doug Vincent, received 30.10 per cent of the formal vote with a quota of 1.81 giving the group a possibility of two councillors being elected.This would see the ALP’s number two candidate, Mr Ken Greenwald join Cr Vincent on Council for the first time.The A Ward Liberal party candidates trailed closely behind with 28.56 per cent of the formal vote and a quota of 1.71.The A Ward Liberal 

ticket is headed by Mr Luke Nayna, who at 24, is set to be Wyong Council’s youngest ever councillor.Current A Ward Independent Cr Greg Best is certain to serve another term, with 19.11 per cent of the formal vote and a quota of 1.15.A Ward Save Tuggerah Lakes’ candidate, Mr Adam Troy, is also expected to gain a seat, with 12.75 per cent of the formal vote and a quota of 0.80.Current Central Coast Greens Cr Sue 

Wynn polled the lowest in A Ward at the time the Chronicle went to press, at just 8.9 per cent, and it is unlikely she will serve another term with a quota of only 0.53.A final declaration of the poll was planned for Friday, September 14, but counting was still taking place and the declaration was postponed until the following week.Council meetings are not able to resume until the poll is declared.

Website, 14 Sep 2012Electoral Commission NSW

Labor Party wins A Ward – 
Greens miss out

At the time the Wyong Regional Chronicle went to press, Australian Labor Party (ALP) candidates for election to Wyong Council had received the highest number of fi rst preference votes in A Ward with a total of 12,087 votes.

Chittaway Public School on election day

The B Ward Liberal Party led by Cr Lynne Webster, was in front with 26.60 per cent of the formal vote and a quota of 1.60.B Ward Independent 

and most recent mayor Cr Bob Graham is certain to serve another term with 20.98 per cent of the formal vote and a quota of 1.26.B Ward ALP head of 

ticket Cr Lisa Matthews is certain to serve another term, with 20.48 per cent of the formal votes and a quota of 1.23.Save Tuggerah Lake’s B Ward party, led by Mr 

Lloyd Taylor, is likely to gain a seat, with 14.53 per cent of the formal vote and a quota of 0.87.Current B Ward Independent Cr Doug Eaton, Wyong Council’s longest serving councillor, has just 9.67 per cent of the formal vote and could 

potentially miss out on a seat with a quota of 0.58.It’s still too close to call and that fi fth seat could go to Tyson May, the number two person on the Liberal Party ticket.The B Ward Central Coast Greens have missed out on a seat, 

polling just 7.75 per cent of the formal votes and a quota of only 0.46.The results are subject to change, as offi cial results were scheduled to be fi nalised on Saturday, September 15.

Website, 14 Sep 2012Electoral Commission NSW

Liberals win B Ward
The Liberal Party were in front for B Ward with 9,788 votes in the Wyong Council election at the time the Wyong Regional Chronicle went to press.

Wy o n g Council has r e c e i v e d plans which will form part of the 
D e v e l o p m e n t Application for the fi rst stage of the Chinese Cultural Theme Park at Warnervale, the Thanksgiving Temple, which includes three main buildings and statues of White-robed Guanyin and T h o u s a n d - h a n d Guanyin.With the Development Application for stage one ready to be lodged with Wyong Council for the 15 hectare theme park, Australia-China Theme Park Pty Ltd have developed a nine minute video animation giving people their fi rst view of the ambitious project. Due to open in stages from 2016, if approved, the theme park will have 12 main sections – including the Meridian Gate, Thanksgiving Temple, Zheng He’s Treasure Ship, Arts and Crafts Workshop, Spring Festival Square, Panda Paradise and more.“It is incredibly exciting for this to get to the stage of lodging a Development Application and to see the sheer scale of the project,” said Mayor Cr Doug Eaton.“I’ve truly never seen anything like this before – it’s going to blow people away when they watch the video and get a sense of how big and imaginative this concept really is and what it can do in terms of tourism for our Shire.“The developers have long been telling us that this Theme Park will be up there with the Opera House and Sydney Harbour Bridge in terms of tourist attractions and I’ve got to hand it to them 

– it’s absolutely in that category.“You certainly don’t see an investment of $500 million in a tourism project very often,” said mayor Cr Eaton.The park, to be called Chappypie China Time, aims to integrate Chinese ‘culture, nature and spirit’.People enter via The Red Gate and through to the Forbidden City, with a fl ying golden dragon winding its way through the park. A variety of entertainment, cultural, accommodation and retail areas are included, such as a history of calligraphy, panda paradise, a theatre for traditional drama and musical performances, Chinese landscape gardens and a panorama of Chinese history.Other features include: small laneways leading off the main square to various arts and handicraft displays, Chinese food and teahouses; a river 

fl ows around the park with traditional dragon boats passing under bridges and willow trees; a giant ship is both a ride and a celebration of shared maritime history between Australia and China, and there is the temple and residential area to be built fi rst.Council sold the land, which is adjacent to the Warnervale Airport, to the Australia-China Theme Park Pty Ltd in 2012 for $10 million.“The mayor of Wyong Shire Council was willing to back us when no one else would,” said Australia-China Theme Park CEO Mr Bruce Zhong.“The mayor understands Chinese culture and the need for local government involvement in terms of attracting Chinese investment and now the results are in for everyone to see.”In-bound Chinese tourism to Australia has 

been steadily increasing in the past few years, with 700,000 tourists spending over $4 billion in 2012, according to a report by Tourism Australia.

With Chinese tourism growing by an average of 20% each year, Destination NSW’s China Tourism Strategy predicts that the value of Chinese 

inbound tourism to NSW will almost double by 2020, becoming NSW’s largest international market in terms of visitor arrivals, visitor nights and expenditure.“In terms of tourism and economic development, this represents an incredible boost for Wyong Shire and the Central Coast”, said the mayor.“It will defi nitely create jobs and have fl ow on benefi ts to local retailers and the hospitality sector.“Wyong is perfectly placed to capitalise on this investment.“We are only an hour from Sydney and Newcastle and have long been a tourist destination for those who love the lakes and Coast.“I think what you see today is just the beginning.“Wyong Shire is now set to become the theme park centre of NSW,” said mayor C Eaton.

Media release, 4 Aug 2014Wyong Council media
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Plans for Thanksgiving Temple received

Member for S w a n s e a  
G a r r y Edwards has announced his decision to stand aside from the P a r l i a m e n t a r y Liberal Party 

f o l l o w i n g allegations he is involved in p r o c e e d i n g s currently being 

investigated by the Independent 
C o m m i s s i o n Against Corruption (ICAC).Mr Edwards has now joined fellow Central Coast Liberal MPs Chris Spence, Darren Webber and Chris Hartcher on the crossbench.Mr Edwards said: “I look forward to an 

early opportunity to clear my name.”“In the meantime, I have decided to stand aside from the Parliamentary Liberal Party.“I have informed the Premier of my decision and he has accepted it.”

Media statement, 14 Aug 2014Gerald Cowen, offi ce of Garry Edwards MP

Gary Edwards stands 
aside from Parliamentary 

Liberal Party

Artists’ impressions of Chinese Cultural Theme Park
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Minister for Human Services Senator Jan McLucas and member for Shortland Ms Jill Hall made the announcement on Monday, August 26, at the site where the new centre will be built in Brava Ave.“This is an excellent project for young people in the northern part of Wyong Shire,” Senator McLucas said.“It will be a worthwhile centre which will provide real and tangible services to help young people get the support, training and mentoring they need.“Darkinjung Local Aboriginal Land Council submitted the proposal in partnership with the San Remo Neighbourhood Centre, Central Coast Medicare Local, Youth Connections, ET Australia and the local advisory group of Better Futures, Local Solutions.“Shortland MP Jill Hall has been a strong supporter of the project.“I congratulate Darkinjung and the other community partners on the excellent proposal and I thank Jill Hall for making sure these federal government funds 

become available.”Ms Hall said the new centre will be a major boost for young people in the area.“The new centre will be an innovative learning hub for the area,” she said.“It will deliver community-based health care, training and skills 

development, and also community and cultural engagement.“There will also be an arts precinct to encourage local artists and cultural presentations, and also an iDialogue Cafe to help with digital connectivity.“Importantly, there will be broad consultation with youth groups 

during the design and construction phase of the project.“A development application could be lodged with council by early next year.“The Darkinjung Local Aboriginal Land Council made an excellent submission to government for this 

project and I thank them for their vision and their work.”The new centre will be known as Gulgul Barang Youth and Community Centre.Gulgul Barang is from the Darkinjung language meaning “strong tomorrow”.It refl ects the ethic of 

supporting young people into employment through structured support, health, education, training and mentoring.The centre will be strategically located in Brava Ave near the San Remo Neighbourhood Centre and opposite Northlakes High School.It is within easy access of public transport and other local infrastructure.The land is owned by Darkinjung Aboriginal Land Council.The Wyong local government area has one of the lowest school retention rates in NSW and one of the highest youth unemployment rates.About 54% of 25-34 year olds have completed year 12, compared to the national average of 75%.“This is therefore a much needed service in the northern area of Wyong Shire,” Ms Hall said.“Federal Labor is serious about investigating in local communities and helping people meet their full potential.”The funds for Gulgul Barang are from the Regional Development Australia Fund and are already included in the budget.

Media release, 26 Aug 2013,Lisa McDermott, Offi ce of Jill Hall MP

New youth and community 
centre for San Remo

The Rudd Labor g o v e r n m e n t has announced it will provide $2.7 million to build a new youth and community centre at San Remo.

From left, Minister for Human Services Senator Jan McLucas, Chairman of Regional Development Australia Central Coast Mr David Abrahams, Federal Member for Shortland Ms Jill Hall, Darkinjung Aboriginal Land Council CEO Mr Sean Gordon, and San Remo Neighbourhood Centre Manager Ms Jillian Hogan. 
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The Homestead, whose history dates back to 1875, fell victim to an arson attack in December 2011, which burned the original heritage building, containing the museum, to the ground.Wyong mayor, Cr Doug Eaton OAM said the rebuild and restoration project had been a slow and painstaking process and he was excited to see the valuable heritage building now complete.“Alison Homestead is an important link in our network of community and cultural facilities as it represents the arrival and location of the region’s 

best known pioneering families,” Cr Eaton said.“This has been a true community rebuild as Council worked closely with volunteers from the Wyong District Museum and Historical Society through every stage to ensure the facility retained its historical integrity and met the needs of user groups and visitors.“The rebuild represents a blend of old and new, with restoration to the surviving portion of the homestead and a new building within the original footprint“The project included 

delicate restoration works and works to improve site access including formalised car parking, a bus turning bay, bus drop-off area for visiting groups and widening and sealing the driveway and entry.According to Council’s manager, community partnerships and planning Ms Julie Vaughan, the new and improved Alison Homestead design utilises functional spaces to maximise the use as a museum as well as a learning and cultural centre.“The Homestead opening is the fi rst 

step towards returning the property to its full operational glory which will be realised in October when the museum will open its doors to the public once more.“Although many priceless historical items, photographs and documents were sadly lost in the fi re, the Wyong District Museum and Historical Society saved and cleaned as many items as possible and these will be displayed in the new museum area.“In addition, in 2002, almost 20,000 documents were scanned or saved in a digital format and these will also be displayed for the public to view.“I commend the 

Wyong District Museum and Historical Society volunteers for their tireless efforts to rebuild this collection of Wyong’s history and encourage everyone in the community to visit Alison Homestead when the museum reopens in October as part of the Pioneers Centenary celebrations.”P a r l i a m e n t a r y secretary for the Central Coast, Mr Scot MacDonald MLC was on hand at the re-opening of the homestead to present a $1,700 grant to the Wyong District Museum and Historical Society.The grant was awarded to the society through the NSW Government’s 

Cultural Grants program.“The Historical Society has a long standing commitment to recording the history of the Wyong shire, and I am proud that the NSW Government is supporting this commitment”, Mr MacDonald said.“This funding injection is part of the NSW Government’s commitment to increasing opportunities for participation in arts and cultural activities in local communities,” he said.

Media releases, September 1, 2015Wyong Council mediaMitchell Cutting, Offi ce of Scot MacDonald

Alison Homestead 
offi cially re-opened

The long awaited rebuild of Alison Homestead is complete and the homestead offi cially re-opened its doors on Tuesday, September 1.

The new wing on the Alison Homestead  The re-opened Alison Homestead
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The event had a line-up of over 90 of Australia’s country artists and performers at over 25 venues throughout Wyong Shire and Gosford City. “This event is a wonderful boost for the local economy, said The Entrance Town Centre Management manager Mr Paul Barnes.“Large numbers of visitors, both locally and from out of town, came to the region to attend the festival.“We are delighted to welcome visitors to our town and the region each year for this event, which is now starting to rival other large Country Music Festivals in Australia.“The festival, having celebrated its 13th year, is not only for our local community to enjoy but is benefi cial to the local economy through job creation.“Picture perfect weather for the entire three days saw huge crowds gather on the foreshore of The Entrance with venues 

mostly fully booked throughout the weekend.“ A c c o m m o d a t i o n properties recorded 

extremely high occupancy rates.“Saturday featured Simply Bushed, the 

2013 Toyota Star Maker Winner Ms Kaylee Bell, Mr Craig Morrison, Camille and Stuie, Wolverines and Melinda Schneider.“Other highlights of the weekend were the junior and senior 

busking competitions which attracted record entries providing free entertainment throughout the township.“ A u d i e n c e s were thrilled with performances on the Sails Stage by Kristy 

James, Bryce Sainty, Liam Brew, Kelly Hope, Christie Lamb and the Brothers 3,” said Mr Barnes.

Media release, 12 Mar 2013Donna Judge, The Entrance Town Centre Management

Ninety artists at
 Country Music Festival

The Central Coast Country Music Festival was held on the weekend of Friday, March 8, to Sunday, March 10, at Memorial Park, The Entrance.

Melinda Schneider at the Country Music Festival
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An on-site h e a r i n g of a Land and Environment Court conciliation 
conference was held on Tuesday, February 17, between lawyers representing Wyong Council and the 
Association for Better Living and Education (ABLE), a Church of Scientology offshoot.Y a r r a m a l o n g Community Action Group media liaison Mr William Love said Yarramalong residents were given another opportunity to condemn the scientologists’ attempt to establish a drug and alcohol rehabilitation centre within existing buildings in the Bertini Estate. When the plan was fi rst submitted to Council, it caused a furore in the community and resulted in more than 80 submissions being lodged with Wyong Council by angry ratepayers.After analysing submissions from both sides, Wyong Council last year refused the application to conduct the rehabilitation clinic.ABLE appealed the decision and the matter is currently before the Land and Environment Court.Local residents who had prepared written submissions were invited into the grounds 

of the Bertini estate for the conference to air their views to the Court Conciliation Commissioner. Flanked by barristers and solicitors from both parties, Commissioner Brown took notes while standing in the estate’s driveway as speaker after speaker presented their case.First was Yarramalong Community Action Group chairman Ron Lee who said he hoped the NSW Land and Environment Court would follow the lead given by the Victoria Court of Appeal Tribunal which recently upheld the Yarra Ranges Council decision not to approve a Narconan drug rehabilitation facility in the Victorian town of 

Warburton.This plan was proposed by ABLE, the same group that had made the Yarramalong application.“A substantial reason for the Tribunal’s decision was concern for public safety,” Mr Lee said.“In a 16 page submission, Warburton police detailed scores of incidents involving patients, including extensive property damage, assaults on staff; in one instance a patient threatening a staff member with an axe, addicts escaping from the centre and being rounded up in the streets, and ambulances refusing to enter the premises without a police escort.“The ABLE security 

measures had failed miserably.“There is no doubt that if the Yarramalong rehab facility was given approval, the same sort of thing would happen and this is causing enormous concern,” Mr Lee said.An immediate next door neighbour Mrs Julie Blair, whose house is within 50 metres of the Bertini Estate gates, told the Commissioner she was terrifi ed at the prospect of the clinic obtaining permission to operate, especially with patients receiving detoxifi cation treatment so close to her home.“My young children walk past the Bertini Estate gates every day to look after their horses in our paddocks.

“With drug addict patients wandering around the rehab clinic grounds and possibly in and out of the property there is every reason to fear for the children’s safety.“Hopefully the Court will reject the ABLE appeal.”Bill Love, a Yarramalong property owner for 42 years, said one of the biggest problems for the proposed scientology rehabilitation centre was the danger of major fl ooding of access roads and on the river fl ats that are part of the Bertini Estate.“Bunning Creek Rd is very fl ood prone and it is the only vehicle access into the ABLE premises.“The last big fl ood 

in 2012 resulted in the road being closed and telephone and computer communications being cut for almost a week.“The fl ood waters swirled a meter deep through buildings in the Bertini Estate.“We are told that up to 50 people will be occupying the Church of Scientology rehab centre full time and part time.“In a fl ood, what would happen if an ambulance was required in an emergency?“Police cars, evacuation vehicles and rescue teams would not get through.“Nor would staff or supply vehicles be able to get in and out of the property,” he said.Other residents opposing the clinic put their views to Commissioner Brown for more than an hour, after which he asked the legal teams of both Council and ABLE to attend the Conciliation hearing inside the premises.The next day, February 18, the council lawyer issued a statement that the conciliation conference did not lead to a resolution of matters between the parties.The hearing will reconvene in Sydney on April 2.

Media release, 24 Feb 2015William Love, Yarramalong Community Action Group

Land and Environment Court 
conciliation conference 
fails to reach agreement

The existing guest house which would be used as one of the accommodation buildings
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The members are still members of Parliament and the Liberal Party, however, they have resigned from the Liberal Parliamentary Party meaning they will now sit on the cross benches with any independents present.The ICAC is investigating allegations of whether corrupt conduct occurred between April 2009 and April 2012, where certain members of parliament, including Mr Hartcher, Mr Webber and Mr Spence, and others are alleged to have corruptly solicited, received and concealed payments from 

various sources in return for certain members of parliament agreeing to favour the interests of those responsible for the payments.ICAC is also investigating whether between December 2010 and November 2011, certain members of parliament, including Mr Hartcher, Mr Webber and Mr Spence, and others, solicited, received and failed to disclose political donations from companies, including prohibited donors, contrary to the Election Funding, Expenditure 

and Disclosures Act 1981 and whether Eightbyfi ve, a business operated by Timothy Koelma, Mr Hartcher’s former senior advisor, and Australian Water Holdings Pty Ltd, through its CEO Mr Nicholas Di Girolamo, (currently a director on the board of the State Water Corporation) entered into an agreement whereby Australian Water Holdings Pty Ltd made regular payments to Eightbyfi ve, purportedly for the provision of media, public relations and other services and advice, in return for which 

Mr Hartcher favoured the interests of Australian Water Holdings Pty Ltd.Spence and Webber both had their offi ces raided in September last year with investigators seizing computers and documents.As part of its investigation, the ICAC will hold a public inquiry starting on Monday, April 28, at Level 7, 133 Castlereagh St, Sydney.All three members have been contacted for comment but failed to respond by the time Wyong Regional Chronicle went to press.Media release, 19 Feb 2014Alicia McCumstie, Liberal Party of AustraliaKaitlin Watts, 19 Feb 2014Website, 19 Feb 2014Roy Waldon, Solicitor to the Commission, ICAC

Local members withdraw from 
NSW Parliamentary Liberal Party

The Member for Terrigal Mr Chris Hartcher, the Member for The Entrance Mr Chris Spence and the Member for Wyong Mr Darren Webber have all voluntarily withdrawn from the NSW Parliamentary Liberal Party until the Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC) proceedings relating to them are determined.

“Operation Spicer suggests that the dark corners of NSW politics are not confi ned to the Labor party,” said Mr Kaye.“After just three years of Liberal National government, a former senior Minister and two newly-elected MPs are under the corruption watchdog’s spotlight.“The pious varnish has been knocked off the O’Farrell government.“As the state gears up for another election, the promises of clean government and an end to the rorts is to be put to the test before ICAC.“For the past three years, the Central Coast has been alive with rumours surrounding the Eightbyfi ve company and its involvement in political donations and Liberal party infl uence peddling.“Allegations of the role Australian Water Holdings has played in infl uencing both Labor and Coalition governments will at last be rigorously tested.“While no doubt many people in NSW will throw their hands up in despair at the prospect of another scandal-ridden government, there is some 

reassurance in knowing that the independent watchdog is on the case.“The allegations give even greater weight to fears that there is something fundamentally wrong with the state’s political processes. “Promises of clean government delivered at elections appear to amount to very little in the face of the temptations of offi ce.“While Mr Nicholas Di Girolamo sits at the centre of allegations in operations Credo and Spicer, he remains on the board of the State Water Corporation.“Treasurer Mike Baird who vigorously defended Mr Di Girolamo’s appointment last year has to respond to these very serious allegations and stand him down until ICAC has made its fi ndings. “Mr Di Girolamo’s continued presence on the board of a state-owned corporation responsible for billions of dollars of water infrastructure will undermine public confi dence until this matter is resolved,” Dr Kaye said.

Media release, 18 Feb 2014John Kaye, Greens NSW MP

Corruption 
watchdog on 

the case
Serious allegations concerning the Liberal Party on the Central Coast suggest that NSW politics is yet to rid itself of the environment of political corruption that damaged the state under Labor, according to Greens NSW MP John Kaye.

Member for Wyong Mr Darren Webber Member for The Entrance Mr Chris Spence

The Doyalson-Wyee RSL is seeking to 
rezone nearby vacant land so it can develop a 139-site manufactured home estate. The club sees the rezoning as an opportunity to ensure its long-term viability and to give back to the community by investing $14 million.Wyong Council has also stated it is committed to providing a range of housing types.“This includes promoting more affordable housing options on sites which are well located in terms of public transport, shops and services,” said Wyong mayor, Cr Doug Eaton OAM.A report to the March 10 council meeting concluded that an assessment of the application considered: the existing strategic framework; potential impacts the proposed land use may have on the land; and relevant policy resolutions of council.“This assessment has identifi ed that the request has suffi cient strategic justifi cation,” the report to council said.Council resolved to accept the report’s recommendation to prepare a planning proposal to amend the Wyong Local Environmental Plan (LEP) and send it to the Department of Planning and Environment.“Our population is set to grow by 50,000 over the next 15 years and we really do need to deliver a lot more housing,” Cr Eaton said.The development proposal applies to land 

directly north of the Doyalson-Wyee RSL Club.It is currently zoned RU6 Transition and would be rezoned to RE2 Private Recreation, which would permit a Manufactured Home Estate (MHE).The site (Lot 49 DP 707586 and Lot 7 DP 240685) comprises 21.69 hectares on the Pacifi c Hwy at Doyalson.Lot 49 currently contains two buildings: one is leased to an independent party; the second contains amenities.The lot also has cricket nets and remnant vegetation.Lot 7 contains no buildings and the site of the proposed home village is generally clear of vegetation and is used for the RAW Challenge.The site adjoins Delta land to the east (Munmorah Power Station) and a hydroponics establishment to the north.RU6 zoning is a holding zone providing a limited range of uses to ensure the land remains fi t for 

the long-term intended purpose.In the case of Lot 7, that long-term purpose is a development precinct within the North Wyong Shire Structure Plan (NWSSP).The landowner has previously investigated development opportunities but “due to future subsurface mining of the area for coal, the Mine Subsidence Board has objected to each proposal,” the report explained.Options already considered: residential subdivision; retirement facility; tourist accommodation; mixed tourist and residential accommodation; and a motel.The concept shows the manufactured home estate located within Lot 7 with a lit pathway linking it to existing playing fi elds and club facilities.The concept plan also included walking and cycling tracks, a games room, indoor swimming pool, a manager’s residence 

and site offi ce.“The proposal will enable Doyalson-Wyee RSL Club to better utilise its existing land holdings,” the report said.The RAW challenge is proposed to be relocated to the existing playing fi elds (subject to consent).“The use of the site as an MHE may be an interim use until mining constraints have been resolved and this use has been given ‘in principle’ support from the Mine Subsidence Board, according to the report.Future plans for the Doyalson-Wyee RSL will be centred around health associated uses with the recently constructed gymnasium.The club intendeds to expand the function room.It also intends to add a ‘pop-up’ library.The RE2 Private Recreation permits caravan parks and therefore manufactured home estates as well as a variety of other uses.“These housing forms offer lower cost housing 

options and increase the mix of housing types available for the area,” the report said.Wyong Council had taken actions to minimise the opportunity for caravan parks “to become a more dominant part of the local housing offer by limiting the creation of additional non-tourist caravan parks and MHEs in Wyong Shire.”In 2003, for instance, Wyong Council resolved: “That Council records its opposition as a matter of policy to the creation or expansion of further non-tourist caravan parks or manufactured home estates within the shire.” The resolution also sought to limit conversion of tourist sites to permanent accommodation, which reduced the number of tourist accommodation sites in the shire. However, in December 2012, a report on Planning Controls to Support Housing Affordability and Choice in Wyong Shire included nine 

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s that directly related to promoting caravans and manufactured homes as affordable housing options.None of those recommendations was approved when the report was considered by the Economic Employment Development Committee (EEDC) in 2013.A l t h o u g h recommending that council moved ahead with seeking a gateway determination for the rezoning, it noted that the proposal was inconsistent with the North Wyong Shire Structure Plan “as it is proposing residential development on land that has been identifi ed for employment in the long term.“The timing of the rezoning of the land for employment purposes will be impacted by future coal extraction.“This has an indeterminate timing but is likely to be longer than 15 years. The assessment concluded that the site could accommodate a MHE in the short term provided that the land has the potential to be used for future employment purposes … once mining has been completed in the area.“The proposal does not involve community title subdivision which means that the existing land holding will not be further fragmented.

Media release, Mar 10, 2016Wyong Council mediaAgenda item, Mar 10, 20162.1, Wyong Council ordinary meeting
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Doyalson RSL to develop a 139 site 
manufactured home estate

The proposed concept plan for the Doyalson manufactured home estate (left) and it’s location (right)
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Council’s development assessment manager Mr Peter Fryar said his team worked overtime in an effort to determine a range of applications.D e t e r m i n e d applications included an indoor recreation facility at North Wyong, a $14 million senior’s development at Hamlyn Terrace and the $5.1 million Lake Haven Mega Centre Development that is expected to create more than 100 local jobs.“It is a credit to the staff that they were able to determine a number of applications prior to Christmas that will certainly help to stimulate the local economy,” said Wyong Council mayor Cr Doug Eaton.“The steps Council is taking to attract 

business and investment to the Shire are certainly starting to pay off.“We have been saying we are open for business here in Wyong Shire for quite a while and the number of applications that were determined prior to Christmas by our Development Assessment Unit proves this.“Council will continue to work very hard to make Wyong Shire an attractive place to relocate or set up a business.“Because with local development comes local jobs and we make no secret of that being one of our major focus areas,” said Cr Eaton.“These developments will create employment either directly upon completion or indirectly during the construction 

stages.“For example, Council has long identifi ed areas such as aged housing close to Wyong Hospital as a major market for development and employment.“The good news is there will be further development announcements that will create more local jobs coming very soon in both industrial developments and entertainment.“But to sign off on $30 million worth of development in one week is a clear indication of what we are starting to achieve here in Wyong Shire.

Media release, 15 Jan 2013Wyong Council Media

$30 million worth 
of developments 

approved in a week
Wyong Council signed off on more than $30 million worth of development applications in the week leading up to Christmas.

Artist’s impressions of the proposed indoor recreation facility at North Wyong
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The development would consist of the construction of a podium and tower style building totalling 20 storeys which would include shops and restaurants and 126 apartments, 35 of which would be one-bedroom, 57 two-bedroom and 34 three-bedroom.The development would also cater for 209 parking spaces, communal open space and facilities such as a pool and barbecues.

Council made a submission to the Joint Regional Planning Panel in support of the application which was considered by the Hunter Central Coast JRPP on December 18, however, at the time Wyong Regional chronicle went to press the outcome was not available.Deputy Mayor Cr Lynne Webster said: “This is the development everyone has been waiting for.”

“This will mean better housing options for our residents, and better accommodation, retail and dining options for the many tourists who come here.“This represents a $40 million investment in the local economy and the community will benefi t from the job creation and tourism opportunities that will follow.”

Media statement, 10 Dec 2014Wyong Council media

20 storey development 
at The Entrance under 

consideration

A development application for a $40 million development of 126 apartments, shops and a restaurant with parking and public domain works at 14 The Entrance Rd and 2 Ocean Pde, The Entrance, has been submitted to Wyong Council.

Artist impression of the building from the corner of Marine Pde and The Entrance Road (left) and the loading area from Ocean Pde (right)

Council will now forward the planning proposal to the Department of Planning and Environment (DPE) seeking permission through a gateway determination to proceed in the preparation of a planning proposal to amend the Wyong LEP to facilitate the Theme Park.The land is currently zoned industrial which allows a theme park but the height is currently very restrictive.The theme park, set 

on 15.7 hectares of land, would create jobs in the construction phase and an additional 1,000 ongoing jobs once completed.The rezoning will be subject to community and agency consultation with the results to be reported back to council.Mayor Cr Doug Eaton said: “I am personally excited that this proposal has got to this stage.”“This is a development, along with a regional airport, that can completely transform 

our Shire and turn us into a key tourist destination.“We desperately need more local jobs, particularly for our young people, and thousands of local jobs will be created during construction alone, which is great news.“The spin offs in terms of tourism jobs and dollars fl owing in our Shire are huge and it will really put Wyong Shire on the map.”

Media statement, 10 Dec 2014Wyong Council media

Australia China Theme 
Park proposal received

Wyong Council has received a proposal from the Australia China Theme Park Pty Ltd to rezone land at Sparks Rd, Warnervale, to allow for the development of a $500 million cultural theme park – Chappypie China Time.

An artist’s impression of part of the theme park

State opposition leader Mr John Robertson has called on the O’Farrell government to provide assistance and a skills retraining package to those affected by the closure.On a visit to Kellogg’s on Monday, December 16, Mr Robertson said the new minister for the Central Coast Mr Mike Gallacher had failed to hit the ground running and reassure the local workforce that the government has a plan for their future.“The news that 100 locals will lose their jobs on the Coast is devastating,” Mr Robertson said.“This is a hit to the entire community as we enter Christmas.“Barry O’Farrell shrugs his shoulders as companies like Kellogg’s bolt to Thailand.“But it’s his responsibility to create the investment climate that ensures jobs are kept.“The government 

needs to provide an assistance and retraining package to help those workers impacted by the Kellogg’s closure fi nd new jobs.“Already too many are forced to commute away from the Coast for work.“The question needs to be asked: why doesn’t the O’Farrell government have a jobs plan for the Central Coast?“Today, there are 41,000 more unemployed people in NSW than when Barry O’Farrell was elected.“There have been mass job closures in the Central 

West and the Hunter.“The jobs crisis in this state has now hit the Coast.”Mr Robertson said Mr Gallacher has been missing in action since the Kellogg’s announcement.“The Liberals on the Coast are clearly in no shape to stand up for local jobs and ensure this region has a viable jobs plan,” Mr Robertson said.Labor MLC for the Central Coast Mr Greg Donnelly said more challenging times were ahead for the Coast following the release of state treasurer Mr Mike 

Baird’s mid-year review.“Barry O’Farrell inherited an unemployment rate of 5%,” Mr Donnelly said.“Today it is 5.9% and the treasurer is telling us it will reach 6.25%.“Another 20,000 people will be out of work next year and the government is doing nothing about it.“You have to worry what that means for the Coast, especially with the invisible representation of Mike Gallacher.”Mr Gallacher was approached for comment by the Wyong Regional 

Chronicle and said he was announced as Minister for the Central Coast while overseas on leave.It is understood Mr Gallacher returned from leave on Monday, December 16.He was offi cially sworn in as minister for the Central Coast on Wednesday, December 18.Mr Gallacher said the closure of Kellogg’s on the Central Coast was devastating news, particularly so close to the holiday period.“While this has been a diffi cult commercial 

decision for the company, my sympathies are with the affected employees and their families,” Mr Gallacher said.“I am advised that Kellogg’s will be mapping skills at the plant with a view to placing as many staff as possible at their Sydney facility.“I also understand that the company has confi rmed all employee entitlements will be paid, including redundancy pay outs of up to 52 weeks, eligibility for productivity bonuses and support to help affected workers fi nd new jobs.“The NSW government is working closely with the company to provide support and to monitor the situation.”Mr Gallacher also said the announcement followed Kellogg’s statement last month that it would be cutting 7% of its global workforce as part of a major restructuring program.Kellogg’s has also recently announced the closure of a Canadian plant which will result in the loss of 500 jobs.

Newsletter, 16 Dec 2013Central Coast Business InkEmail, 17 Dec 2013Tess Salmon,Offi ce of Mike Gallacher
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One hundred local workers will lose their jobs in the wake of Kellogg’s recent announcement that it will close itsplant at Charmhaven next year

Kellogg’s to close -
100 local workers lose their jobs
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Wy o n g 
C o u n c i l ’s acting CEO, Mr Rob Noble has confi rmed that a new Heads of Agreement 

has been signed between the council and the Australia China Theme Park (ACTP) Pty Ltd 
concerning the $10 million purchase of land at Warnervale for ACTP’s proposed Chinese theme park.Mr Noble said he expected the parties to exchange contracts for the sale of the land within the next two or three weeks.Mr Noble said the contract is currently under construction.Mr Noble said he understood a Heads of Agreement to be an agreement to enter into a contract.“It sets out the key principles and terms around which the contract is likely to be based.“It is like a guiding document and expression of intent.”In this instance, Mr Noble said he could confi rm that the Heads of Agreement was a written document signed by both Wyong Council and the Australia China Theme Park Pty Ltd.“Based on the discussions we have had with the company and the fact they have been prepared to sign a heads of 

agreement as a precursor, I have no reason to believe they will not go ahead and sign a contract with us despite the delays that have occurred in the past,” Mr Noble said.“One of the aims that council had when it considered the letter received from the company early last November was to work with the company towards the possible creation of a new contract with new terms and conditions that would be more favourable and less risky and more on commercial terms than what had been the case previously,” Mr Noble said.“I can’t tell you about terms or money just yet, that will come out in due 

course, but I can say that the proposed terms will be on a proper commercial basis and will be more favourable to council and the community and so in that way they will meet the requirements of the council when they looked at it in November,” he said.When asked if he, therefore, considered the previous contract to be defi cient or less favourable to council and the community, Mr Noble said: “I would never say that.“I am not going to say anything about what may or may not have been wrong with the previous contract but I can say the new heads of agreement will result in a better 

outcome, should it all proceed.”Mr Noble said he could not commit to a date for settlement of the transaction because those details were “all commercial in confi dence at the moment but the proposed terms set out in the heads of agreement will be on normal commercial arrangements.’In the event that ACTP Pty Ltd signs the contract and pays Wyong Council $10 million plus GST for the Warnervale land, Mr Noble said there were other steps the developer would have to go through before the Chinese theme park could be built.“There is a gateway approval by Department 

of Planning that addresses rezoning matters so there is an in principle approval for matters to deal with rezoning subject to conditions.“Specifi cally the Department of Planning identifi ed that there actually wasn’t a need to change the zoning itself but, subject to the company doing certain things and proposing those to the council, then there is a way suggested by the Department of Planning to allow what the company is wanting by making changes to the schedules in the Wyong LEP for that particular land.”The DA has already been received by Wyong Council for the fi rst stage 

of the development.“The proposed temple and ancillary buildings are covered in the initial DA and so yes there will be staging involved,” he said.According to Mr Noble, once stage one made its way through council processes, it would still need approval from the Joint Regional Planning Panel (JRPP) because of the amounts of money involved (more than $20 million).“It will absolutely require JRPP approval; it is a very big development.”ACTP have re-engaged its key consultants, Cardno, who have been instructed to move forward as quickly as possible with the rezoning of the Chinese Theme Park land.ACTP has paid Wyong Council $100,000 out of the $10 million plus GST it owes to secure ownership of the land at Warnervale slated for the development of its $500 million Chinese theme park.A Wyong Council media release followed two recent articles in the Fairfax and Murdoch press pointing out “non-payment and delays” had plagued the proposed development.

Media release, Jan 15, 2016Wyong Council mediaEmails, Jan 18, 2016Interview, Jan 18, 2016Rob Noble, Wyong CouncilJackie Pearson, journalist

Chinese theme park Heads 
of Agreement signed

An artists impression 
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Council is unable to completely sign off on the development because the value is more than $5 million, which means the JRPP will ultimately determine the application.Wyong mayor Cr Doug Eaton said the development would serve as Ausgrid’s base for the entire Central Coast.“The development will 

be home to 288 full time staff and be in operation seven days a week, and 24 hours a day during times of emergency such as a natural disaster,” Cr Eaton said.The site covers 3.9 hectares and is on the corner of Ourimbah Creek Rd and the Pacifi c Highway, on the F3 side. It has frontages on 

both the Pacifi c Highway and Ourimbah Creek Rd.The application describes the proposed development as a regional works depot, comprising a total fl oor area of more than 8,300 square metres.There are four main buildings proposed including an administration facility with a conference 

room, service facilities including showers and lockers for fi eld staff, a vehicle servicing area with a wash bay, warehousing and storage and a recycling and waste collection facility.Car parking spaces have been provided for 188 general spots and 215 service vehicle spots.The administration building will be located on the most prominent area of the site, at the front of Ourimbah 

Creek Rd and the Pacifi c Highway, while the site will be secured by a three metre fence.“The 288 jobs will be broken down into 74 offi ce staff and the rest being fi eld staff,” Cr Eaton said.“This again proves that council is working hard to attract this type of job creating investment to the Shire.“To have the regional base for Ausgrid located at Ourimbah is fantastic 

news for the Shire, and for employees and job seekers.“Council has o v e r w h e l m i n g l y supported this development and recommended it for approval by the JRPP.“We will continue to work hard to create jobs for our residents, and bring this type of million dollar investment into the Shire.”

Media release, 27 Jun 2013,Wyong Shire Council

Photomontage of the proposed development as viewed from the corner of Ourimbah Creek Rd and the Pacifi c Highway. Source: SHA 

Ausgrid works depot at 
Ourimbah recommended

Wyong Council has recommended the Joint Regional Planning Panel (JRPP) approve a $16.8 million application for a new Ausgrid works depot to be constructed at Ourimbah. 
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Mr Harris said he had written to the Offi ce of Local Government, the Minister for Local Government and the Minister for Planning calling for an independent judicial inquiry into allegations raised in the Newcastle Herald as well as other issues around planning decisions.“For the last two years, locals have been raising concerns about several decisions, and in particular, the proposed Chappypie Theme Park in Warnervale,” Mr Harris said.“Serious allegations raised in the media … as well as potential links between developer donations and spot rezonings across Wyong Shire, need immediate investigation.“The Minister for Local Government needs to consider whether the mayor should remain on the Joint Regional Planning Panel if an investigation goes ahead.“I would also call on the mayor to consider stepping down from his position if any investigation is launched.“The Wyong mayor has nothing to fear if he has acted correctly.

“An inquiry is the best way for these issues to be resolved and restore local residents’ confi dence in the process.“The community currently has a very low opinion about how planning decisions are being made and that is not acceptable.“I have a responsibility to ensure that when such matters are raised, they are investigated appropriately – all public offi cials should act without fear or favour and report any such allegations to the proper authority.“I made a promise to many residents whilst door knocking during the campaign that I would always put them and their concerns before my own and I would expect that of any elected representatives, whether it is in parliament or council.“I hope the NSW Government will take these allegations seriously and acknowledge the concerns of the Wyong Shire community by starting an investigation as quickly as possible.”

Media release, 17 June 2015Jake Allen, Offi ce of David Harris

Harris calls for 
independent 

judicial inquiry 
into rezoning 
allegations

Member for Wyong, Mr David Harris MP has called for an independent judicial inquiry into allegations raised about links between developer donations and spot rezonings across Wyong shire.

Cr Eaton said his wife was taking action with the Human Rights Commission on the basis that she had been the victim of racial and sexual discrimination through allegations made that she owned shares in a company related to developers of a proposed Chinese theme park at Warnervale.“It has been proven that there is no issue with the shares at all,” Cr Eaton said.“This is discrimination against my wife because she is married to me,” he said.In a statement sent to Wyong Council, the chief executive offi cer of Australian Chinese Them Park Pty Ltd, Mr Bruce Zhong said: “Ms Eaton never knew she was a shareholder in Sydney China Daily.“This is a mistake I made and when I realised that, I corrected it.“Cr Eaton received no benefi t from this company,” Mr Zhong said.Cr Eaton said he had written to the NSW opposition leader, Mr Luke Foley MP, calling for him to sack member for Wyong, Mr David Harris MP from the role of shadow minister for the Central Coast.He said there had been unanimous support for a mayoral minute at the Council’s meeting on Wednesday, June 24 stating that all planning decisions made by Council during 

the past two years had been based on the professional recommendations of Council staff.“The fact that all councillors, including Labor councilors, supported the minute demolishes the whole of Harris’ argument that there is something wrong with Wyong Council,” Cr Eaton said.“He is either saying the Wyong Council staff are corrupt or ineffi cient,” Cr Eaton said.He also said false reports had been published in other newspapers that the Chappypie China Time theme park proposed for Warnervale had been 

refused by NSW Planning.“The Gateway process is a yes or no proposition and it was approved,” Cr Eaton said.“It was given the green light to go ahead and do all the usual studies.“It is the preliminary approval before spending hundreds of thousands of dollars on studies.”Cr Eaton said he was in Canberra when his wife was approached to respond to allegations about owning shares in a company related to the Chappypie development.“We were given two hours to respond and it took three days to get to 

the bottom of it because we knew nothing about it,” he said.In terms of the Fit for the Future process being imposed on all local councils by the state government, Cr Eaton said his view was that Wyong and Gosford Councils are likely to be merged.“We’ve got to put forward an argument about why we shouldn’t have a merger,” he said.“We couldn’t get access to the Gosford fi gures to put together an argument for a merger.”He said there had been quite a lot of uninformed comment about the whole merger progress.“A merged council would be a complete new entity,” he said.It would involve the dissolution of the two existing Central Coast councils and the creation of a brand new entity, according to Cr Eaton.The mayor said he had supported a motion put forward (but not carried) by Cr Lloyd Taylor at the June 24 meeting setting out what Wyong Council believed should be the elements of a merged Coast council.The recommendations included that a new merged council had 15 councillors who were on full-time wages, seven from each of the existing Wyong and Gosford LGAs and a popularly elected mayor.

Interview, 25 June 2015Wyong mayor, Cr Doug Eaton OAMJackie Pearson, journalist

‘Share accusation a 
baseless slur’ – Eaton
Wyong mayor, Cr Doug Eaton OAM has called allegations 

that his wife knowingly held shares in companies related to a development at Warnervale a “baseless slur”.

Letter from Wyong mayor, Cr Doug Eaton calling on Luke Foley to replace Mr Harris as shadow minister for the Central Coast and statement from Bruce Zhang
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D a r k i n j u n g challenged the $800 million project for a controversial new underground coal mine on the basis that the mining company had failed to secure consent from the NSW Aboriginal Land Council (NSWALC). Under the d e v e l o p m e n t application submitted for Wallarah 2 by the Wyong Areas Coal Joint Venture, controlled by Korean company KORES, lands owned by Darkinjung were to be taken over for a rail link. The court case was heard on April 17 and, on Thursday, June 12, Justice Malcolm Craig released his judgment, finding in favour of Darkinjung. The judgment said: “The defect is of such significance that any determination of it without the defect being cured, that is by the provision of a consent by the State Land Council, would result in a decision that is invalid.”

D a r k i n j u n g has welcomed its courtroom victory as “a breakthrough for land rights in NSW”, because it upholds its argument that the development application was defective without consent from NSWALC. Land council chairman Josh Toomey and CEO Sean Gordon said in a joint statement that: “It is gratifying that the NSW Government, through the Minister for Planning, has already indicated that it will accept the judge’s decision on this matter and that we don’t have to seek an injunction to stop approval of the development. “Our case was that the development would effectively annex valuable Darkinjung land acquired under the NSW Aboriginal Land Rights Act for the mine’s rail link, and that this would be invalid without written consent from NSWALC. “That’s exactly what the court found, 

and it means that any approval for the defective application as it currently stands – with consent having been refused by NSWALC in March – would be invalid under law. “This is a breakthrough for land rights in NSW and demonstrates that Aboriginal ownership cannot be treated lightly 

or taken for granted by private developers or the government.“We warned repeatedly that failure to gain consent would be a problem and we were ignored.”The Wallarah 2 application has been under consideration by the NSW Planning Assessment Commission (PAC), which held public 

hearings in April, and which released a report recommending approval of the mine only subject to numerous strict conditions. Mr Gordon appeared at the PAC hearings and argued that the Wallarah 2 application should not be approved pending a decision in the Land and Environment Court. 

Following the court decision, however, Darkinjung understands that any planning approval would be invalid unless the defect confirmed by Justice Craig is remedied by NSWALC providing its written consent. 

Media release, 13 Jun 2014Jodi Shannon, Darkinjung LALC 

Wallarah 2 cannot proceed without 
Aboriginal Land Council consent

Proposed mine location and proximity to main northern rail line

The Land and Environment Court has found that the Wallarah 2 coal mine development application is “defective”, a decision that the Darkinjung Local Aboriginal Land Council considers a victory for land rights.

JLL, a major real estate investment company, has 
been engaged by Central Coast Council to sell a landmark 87.95 hectares of land at Kiar Ridge.The land was acquired by the former Wyong Council from Terrace Towers in June 2014 for $10 million and became the preferred site for a Central Coast Regional Airport with the capacity to expand to the status of an interstate and international terminal.The site is situated immediately west of the M1 motorway and bounded by Hue Hue and Sparks Rds.According to JLL, the site includes 56 hectares of DA-approved developable industrial land in a 69 lot masterplan.If developed, the land would yield a total fl oor area of 556,400 square metres.According to Mr Laurie Eyes from the Central Coast Regional Airport Action Group, the purchase price paid by the Wyong Council in 2014 was double the NSW Valuer General’s valuation and the land was purchased without obtaining an independent valuation.At the time of acquiring the land, former mayor, Mr Doug Eaton OAM said: “There is no demand for industrial land as has been proved by the fact that the existing Terrace Tower land has been vacant and undeveloped for at least seven years.”

The land is zoned IN1 for industrial use and E2 Environmental and is now being sold as a site for industrial development.Expressions of interest close on Thursday, August 25.Central Coast Council’s newly-appointed group leader of Assets, Infrastructure and Business, Mr Mike Dowling, was general manager of the Terrace Towers group before he was appointed director of property and economic development by Wyong Council in January 2015.Kiar Ridge was abandoned as the preferred site for a Central Coast Regional Airport by Wyong Council in a confi dential council session in October 2015.The history of Wyong Council’s proposal to develop an airport at Kiar Ridge was revealed in the confi dential business 

paper discussed by councillors on October 28.“Investigations into the proposed CCRA [Central Coast Regional Airport] Kiar Ridge site indicate that the development cost is very high due to property acquisition and site preparation costs to remove Kiar Ridge,” said the confi dential report, prepared by the council’s Property and Economic Development directorate.“The site also carries signifi cant ecological obligations for council with an Environmental Offset requirement of the order of 1,400 hectares,” the confi dential report said.According to the report, fi nancial modelling indicated that the Kiar Ridge proposal would not have generated a positive cash fl ow within the fi rst 15 years of operation.The confi dential business paper outlined 

the history behind council’s acquisition of the Kiar Ridge land.“In March 2012, the State and Federal Government’s second Sydney Airport Site Selection Study…identifi ed Wallarah as one of fi ve potential Type 1 (International) airport sites.“Council subsequently included the proposed airport site at Kiar Ridge in the Draft 2013 Wyong LEP,” the confi dential report to Wyong Council said.“The Wallarah site proposal was not feasible as it crossed the Local Government boundary, required the realignment of the M1 motorway and had some terrain issues which would affect runway suitability.”As a result, Wyong Council concluded the airport proposal required further investigation and 

was subsequently taken back out of the 2013 LEP.Council then resolved to investigate the feasibility of a smaller domestic and regional airport at Kiar Ridge.“Investigations have included site proving and engineering cost estimates, passenger demand forecasts, ecological studies, preliminary master planning, community consultation plan and economic impact studies,” the report said.“The 2013 Central Coast Regional Airport Project Plan established the airport development as a signifi cant catalyst for economic development and employment generation,” it said.In June 2015, council also endorsed the investigation of alternative options including “do nothing” and developing the existing aerodrome at Warnervale.In March 2015, Wyong Council took over the management and operation of Warnervale Airport from the Central Coast Aero Club.The aero club had managed the site for 25 years and the new deed provided for council acquisition of the aero club’s property on the airport, with provisions to relocate its facilities to another site on the airport.The alternative option to develop Warnervale which resulted in the Kiar Ridge land being listed for sale, was not deemed to offer “the long-term capability of the CCRA Kiar Ridge site 

for the operation of larger aircraft” but “it could be viably developed into a signifi cant regional airport offering regional intra-state and interstate airline services.”The October 28 confi dential meeting subsequently determined to abandon the Kiar Ridge site for an airport and focus on moving forward with developing a general aviation hub and regional airport at Warnervale.A further $6 million has been allocated in the 2016-17 budget for stage 1 development of the Warnevale Airport western precinct and acquisition of eastern land for the airport development.Speaking after a recent Central Coast Council meeting, Mr Dowling said the development of the regional airport at Warnervale provided opportunities for employment growth.“It has always been the intention of this council to acquire a strong general aviation hub including aircraft repair, design and providing hangars for general aviation,” Mr Dowling said.He said demand for such services outside of Sydney was strong.

Media release, Jun 14, 2015Wyong Council mediaWebsite, Jul 18, 2016http://rca.jll.com.au/property-land+development-nsw--502012306Agenda item 7.1, Oct 28, 2016Wyong Council ordinary meetingInterview notes, Jun 29, 2016Mike Dowling, Central Coast CouncilJackie Pearson, journalist
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Sale of Kiar Ridge land marks 
the end of the fi rst regional airport

An expressions of interest sign has been erected on the land acquired by Wyong Council in 2014 as the site for a Central Coast regional airport
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Wyong Council mayor Cr Doug Eaton said he was “delighted” that work had begun on the development following two years of liaison between Wyong Council and Woolworths.“The focus of this Council is on economic development and creating jobs for our residents and this development ticks every box.“Besides the 100 jobs during construction, there will be in excess of 150 retail related jobs upon completion.“The development also aligns with the North Wyong Structure Plan, which is the State Government’s regional strategy identifying the northern area of our Shire and will accommodate the majority of our region’s new greenfi eld development to 2031.“This new shopping centre will not only serve existing residents, but caters for planned growth in the area,” said Cr Eaton.The construction period for the new centre, located on the corner of Pacifi c Highway and Tall Timbers Rd, is expected to be around 12 months.

Woolworths is planning on opening the shopping centre, specialty shops, a Caltex Woolworths Petrol 

site and medical centre by the end of next year.The Hunter and Central Coast Joint Regional 

Planning Panel approved the development of the centre in September last year.In July, Council proposed to issue a Construction Certifi cate 

to allow Woolworths to start work within Tall Timbers Rd, meaning the development could get underway on land over which Council has control.

Woolworths was still required to seek approval from the Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) for works to be undertaken within the Pacifi c Highway road reserve.All issues have now been resolved and work is underway on delivering residents a brand new shopping centre and retail precinct.“We have worked hard as a Council with Woolworths to ensure we could do everything we can to get to this stage, when the soil could fi nally be turned for the start of construction,” Cr Eaton said.“By the end of next year, jobs will be created for people seeking full time and part time work as well as apprentices, and casual staff.”The offi cial sod turning was attended by Member for Swansea Mr Garry Edwards, Cr Greg Best, Woolworths development manager Mr Lindsay Rowles, Lake Munmorah Precinct president Mr Stuart Durie and Mainbrace Builders business development director Mr Michael Witts.

Media release, 1 Nov 2012Wyong Council Media

Work begins on Lake 
Munmorah shopping centre

The fi rst sod of soil was turned on Thursday, November 1, for the $20 million Woolworths Lake Munmorah shopping centre.

(L-R) Lindsay Rowles, Greg Best, Garry Edwards, Michael Durie and Michael Witts
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Labor candidate for Wyong Mr David Harris joined Cr Lisa Matthews and Cr Ken Greenwald at a meeting of local residents in Mascord Park on Saturday, October 11, to hear concerns about the proposed rezoning of 8000m2 in the Park from RE1 – Public Recreation to R1 – General Residential which would allow building to take place as part of Wyong Shire Council’s Affordable Housing Policy.Between 80 and 100 people attended the meeting and agreed through a show of hands to start a campaign to protect their local park from development.“Mums and dads voiced concerns as this park provided an important recreational area for their families,” said Mr Harris.“Both the young and the elderly, everyday people from right around the community, want to fi ght any attempt to rezone Mascord Park.“I was very surprised by the number of people who attended.“We expected only 

about 20 or 30 people given there was short notice about the meeting.“To get almost 100 people shows the concern there is for this proposal.“Concerns were raised about the potential loss of parking for sporting events in the area as traffi c already overfl ows into surrounding residential streets as well as for the loss of open space which is well used by local people.“Residents complained that the area including Mascord Park had been master planned and any changes would be 

robbing locals of land which was set aside for not just recreation but an important wildlife corridor.“People made it clear that they valued the park and did not want any housing development to occur there – in fact many people said they had moved to the area because of the park and facilities.“A letter calling on the Minister for the Central Coast, Rob Stokes, who is also the Minister for the Environment and Assistant Minister for Planning, to intervene 

and prevent this attack on this local park from happening, was signed by those in attendance.“A petition is also being circulated in the area and has more than 300 signatures after only one week,” Mr Harris saidThe proposal to amend the Wyong Local Environmental Plan 2013 passed at the September 10 council meeting, with only Cr Lisa Matthews and Cr Ken Greenwald voting against the proposal, which was passed seven votes to two.

“It was good to see that our stance in council was well supported by those in attendance today,” said Cr Greenwald.“The Labor councillors support affordable housing, but feel that sites other than our local parks and passive recreational areas should be used.” Wyong mayor Cr Doug Eaton addressed the meeting to give council’s perspective on the proposed amendment to the Wyong LEP 2013.Cr Matthews said mayor Cr Eaton attended the meeting to give council’s argument for 

the move, but those in attendance made it clear to him that they would not wear such a proposal for very good reasons.“If anything, they were more determined after hearing his defence of the move,” she said.Mr Harris said: “This campaign has just started and locals vowed to set up a Facebook page and to talk to their neighbours to make sure they understood what was at stake if this proposal was allowed to move ahead.” “Let’s make this absolutely clear - this is not a campaign against affordable housing, this is a campaign to protect our valuable passive recreational spaces in communities which basically have no backyards and rely on parks like Mascord Park for their open space to walk dogs, ride bikes, run, walk and play.“Make no mistake, if these ‘trial’ sites are approved, then none of our parks are safe from development, this is an issue for all communities across Wyong Shire.” Mr Harris said.

Media release, 12 Oct 2014David Harris, Labor candidate for Wyong

Community objects to 
Mascord Park rezoning
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The Shire’s north has been left charred and full of debris after a bushfi re ripped through thousands of hectares of land on Thursday, October 17. Two hundred and thirty eight fi re fi ghters from the Rural Fire Service (RFS), Fire and Rescue NSW (FRNSW) and the National Parks and Wildlife Service tirelessly battledthe inferno which started at Rutleys Rd near Doyalson.The fi re broke containment lines and extended north to Catherine Hill Bay, affecting residents in Lake Munmorah and Chain Valley Bay.Two fi re fi ghters were treated for injuries and 36 tankers and three helicopters assisted in fi ghting the blaze.Wyong mayor Cr Doug Eaton said at times, the fi re fi ghters were faced with shifting winds in the middle of the night while battling fl ames as high as 40 feet.“It is a remarkable effort they managed to save properties and evacuate people to safety at the same time,” Cr Eaton said.No homes in the Wyong LGA were destroyed as a result of the bushfi res; however, 

initial fi gures indicate 16 other structureswere destroyed.Among these structures was the Westside service station at ChainValley Bay.Only the advertising board for the former site remains, with the Central Coast icon “the Big Prawn” sitting on top.The “Welcome to Wyong Shire” sign on the Pacifi c Highway at Lake Munmorah now stands blackened like the 2,183 hectares of land around it.Evacuation centres were set up at Doyalson RSL and Swansea RSL 

for those who were unable to get home due to road closures on the Pacifi c Highway.These centres were attended by the Department of Family and Community Services (FACS), the Salvation Army and the Red Cross.Cr Eaton said a number of people also slept in their cars either on the side of the road or in the Woolworths Lake Munmorah car park, not knowing how their house was faring.“I can also now say that there were plans in place to evacuate 200 disabled 

children staying at Point Wolstoncroft, possibly by boat, as the situation worsened overnight and power to the area was cut off,” Cr Eaton said.“Thankfully, the children are all okay.”Properties in Mannering Park, Gwandalan, Summerland Point and Chain Valley Bay lost power during Thursday, October 17.An Ausgrid spokesperson indicated that power returned to these areas progressively, and all power was restored by about 6:40pm the following night.

Cr Eaton has thanked a number of emergency service agencies for their around the clock work to ensure communities were not lost in the fi res.The Wyong Shire Emergency Control Centre was activated at the RFS’s Charmhaven Depot on the Thursday, and was staffed with professional emergency services staff while the blaze raged.“Everyone from the RFS, FRNSW, FACS, RMS and council have come together, worked around the clock and pooled their professional 

knowledge and resources to stay on top of this terrible fi re situation,” Cr Eaton said.“While this has been an awful ordeal for our residents in the Shire’s north to go through, the work of these dedicated professionals has managed tosave communities,homes and ultimately people’s lives.”Cr Eaton said the community spiritwas also evident duringthe crisis.“Our social media pages were fl ooded with offers from the general public to help, while our switchboard also received many calls offering food and clothing to people unable to get home,”he said.The fi re further reinforced the need for people to have a bushfi re survival plan and obey instructions from emergencyservices workers.“The public were fantastic in following orders and the emergency services workers were on top of the situation and ensured roads were closed at the right time and people were told to move at the right time.“Ultimately, the work of these people helped save lives.”

Lindsey Chu, 22 Oct 2013Media release,17 & 18 Oct 2013Wyong Shire CouncilMedia release, 18 Oct 2013Anthony O’Brien, Ausgrid

Sixteen structures destroyed
but no homes lost

Pacifi c Highway, Lake Munmorah Photo: Nikki Lofberg

Your independent community newspaper - Ph: 4325 7369 Issue 80October 30, 2015   

FREEFREE

Offi ce: 120c Erina Street, GosfordPhone: 4325 7369  Fax: 4321 0940Mail: PO Box 1056, Gosford 2250E-mail: editorial@centralcoastnews.netWebsite: www.centralcoastnews.net

There have been calls for NSW 
G o v e r n m e n t scrutiny, and even council resignations, over Wyong Council’s approach to the 

development of a regional airport.A decision by Wyong Council to discuss its Central Coast Regional Airport plans in a confi dential meeting has been criticised by NSW member for Wyong, Mr David Harris MP.Mr Harris said he had written to the premier, planning minister and the department of local government “seeking scrutiny of Wyong Council’s handling of their infamous, on again, off again, regional airport.“News that Wyong Council is about to commit ratepayers to a $60 million upgrade of Warnervale Airport, after spending approximately $20 million on their now-abandoned Kiar Ridge Airport, raises serious questions about secret decision making, lack of public consultation and frivolous use of ratepayers money,” he said.“It seems clear now that Council is in possession of studies and reports that cast serious doubt on the economic viability of a regional airport.“These reports have forced them to abandon their plans for Kiar Ridge, despite Blind Freddy being able to tell them that the whole proposal was a dud.“Now they want to 

spend further ratepayer money on a new speculative upgrade of the existing Warnervale airport, despite saying a few years ago that the current aerodrome should close and the area be reverted to industrial use.“These major plans and commitments are being made in secret confi dential sessions, away from public scrutiny, and when members of the public try to fi nd out information, the council forces them to go to court, wasting more ratepayers’ money.“We have had two failed regional airport plans (Kiar Ridge and Bushells Ridge) and I believe that ratepayers who were hit with a special rate rise deserve better,” he said.

Wyong Council has confi rmed a confi dential report on Central Coast Regional Airport was circulated to all councillors on Friday, October 23 to be discussed in a confi dential session on Wednesday, October 28 and the resolution reported to the full council meeting.In information released to the media after the meeting, it was announced that Warnervale Aerodrome will become a regional airport, over time.Wyong mayor, Cr Doug Eaton OAM said investigations have shown the cost of developing Warnervale Aerodrome as a regional airport would be $48 million and it would 

create over 600 jobs.“These studies have shown that growing the Warnervale Aerodrome into a Regional Airport makes more sense,” Cr Eaton said.“It will slash $217 million from the airport development bill...so now we don’t need to negotiate with the State and Federal Governments, we can fund this airport ourselves.“It will deliver signifi cant new jobs in our region...and those jobs are already starting to fl ow in from general aviation.”According to Wyong Council, the Central Coast is the ninth largest region in Australia, yet the only one without a regional airport.A confi dential report  

outlined the results of population growth projections, passenger demand forecasts and economic impact studies.“These have clearly demonstrated that a regional airport is essential infrastructure in ensuring the Central Coast can service the needs of our growing population,” Cr Eaton said.“There is already signifi cant interest in Warnervale Airport and this Council decision will ensure it really takes off,” he said.Cr Eaton has publicly confi rmed that Council has entered into a heads of agreement with an American company to build amphibious aircraft at the Warnervale airport.

“Such an airport would be smaller than that originally proposed for the Kiar Ridge site, eventually allowing for 450,000 passenger movements each year.“This would be similar in size to the capacity at Ballina or Coffs Harbour Regional Airports.“The airport would be developed incrementally as demand increases.“Initially the airport will cater for general aviation aircraft before moving onto passenger carriage.“We have already commenced discussions with regional airlines to establish passenger services to Melbourne and Brisbane with 50 seat DASH 8 twin turbo prop type aircraft,” Cr Eaton added.“I hope services can start as early as next year.” “By establishing the regional airport on the existing Warnervale Airport site, Council now opens the way for the land purchased at Kiar Ridge, for $10 million, to be opened up for industrial and business park development. “ I n d e p e n d e n t assessment indicates returns to Council are expected to be signifi cantly higher than the purchase price,” he said.Mr Laurie Eyes from the Central Coast Regional Airport Action Group said the switch back to Warnervale means: “We are right back to where we were 20 years ago.Continued page 3

Airport to take off 
but not everyone is on board

The amphibious aircraft potentially to be built at Warnervale Airport Photo ABC
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The EIS detailed several aspects of Wyong Areas Coal Joint Venture’s proposal, which included the extraction of up to fi ve million tonnes of coal per year for up to 28 years using underground long wall mining methods, the construction and operation of a range of associated infrastructure such as a rail spur, coal stockpiles, ventilation shafts, and a gas drainage and capture system, the transportation of coal from the mine by rail, and fi nally the progressive rehabilitation of the site.The proposed underground mine is around 5km northwest of Wyong, with surface facilities at Tooheys Rd and Hue Hue Rd.The mining area is predominantly situated underneath Wyong State Forest.Planning and Infrastructure director-general Mr Sam Haddad said that the Department had required the applicant to thoroughly address a range of key issues, such as the potential impacts of the mine on water resources, biodiversity, heritage, air quality, noise and traffi c and transport.A previous proposal for the Wallarah 2 coal 

mine was refused in 2011.“While the previous application was refused, the mine company, like any other applicant in NSW, is legally allowed to lodge a new development application and have it considered on its merits,” Mr Haddad said.“The Department’s assessment will be very thorough and will closely scrutinise a wide range of issues.“It is expected that the project will be determined by the independent Planning Assessment Commission (PAC).“It will also require approval from the C o m m o n w e a l t h Government.“I encourage all interested members of the public to review the EIS during the exhibition period.“I know local residents have already raised a number of concerns, including potential impacts on water resources and biodiversity.“Now is the chance for local communities to formally have their say on the new proposal.“Public submissions are always a key consideration in the department’s assessment and the company will also 

be required to respond to all the issues raised,” he concluded.At the conclusion of the public exhibition period the applicant will need to address all issues raised in the submissions and the proposal will undergo a merit assessment by the department before a recommendation is made to the PAC.Wallarah 2 Coal project manager Mr Kenny Barry said that the public exhibition of the EIS would provide an opportunity to gain community feedback and address any concerns surrounding the project.“The team at Wallarah 2 views community feedback as a highly valuable resource and we respect that every member of the public has the right to know what’s going on in their local region,” said Mr Barry.“During this phase, members of the public will be able to ask questions, raise any issues and receive defi nitive answers regarding the Project.“We also see it as a chance to address any misconceptions that may be circulating in regards to our proposal,” he added. Throughout the public 

exhibition of the EIS, Wallarah 2 Coal Project will be holding a series of community consultation sessions in May and June this year.“We encourage interested parties to come along to our 

consultation sessions to voice any feedback and fi nd out more about the Project and how it seeks to benefi t the Central Coast community, while protecting the region’s water resources,”Mr Barry concluded.

The EIS documents will remain on exhibition until Friday, June 21.

Media release, 24 Apr 2013Mark Skelsey, Department of Planning and InfrastructureMedia release, 24 Apr 2013Patrick Southam,GSG Counsel

Wallarah 2 coal mine environmental 
impact statement released

Wallarah 2 Coal Project’s Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) was released for public exhibition on Friday, April 26.

Proposed 40 year extraction plan
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Member for The Entrance Mr David Mehan said: “I want to acknowledge, and thank, our emergency services and essential services workers who have been out in some of the worse weather we have seen on the Coast, doing their job.”Local Government Areas declared natural disasters are eligible for Natural Disaster Assistance Schemes.Assistance is available to eligible individuals, businesses, primary producers, sporting clubs and not-for profi t organisations.

Assistance is available in the form of small grants and concessional loans.Details are available at the Minister for Police and Emergency Services website: http://www.emergency.nsw.gov.au/nddassistance“More specifi cally, I am aware of a number of people in the area whose cars have been written off as a result of storm damage,” Mr Mehan said.“These may be eligible for a stamp duty refund on their replacement vehicle.“Refunds are made where the written 

off vehicle was comprehensively insured and the insurance does not cover duty for a replacement vehicle.“The Offi ce of State Revenue administers these refunds and can be contacted on 1300 139 814.“People living in The Entrance electorate who do not have access to the internet are encouraged to attend my offi ce for assistance with any of the above.”

Media release, 22 Apr 2015David Mehan, Member for The Entrance

All of Council’s pumping stations are back in operation and staff are focussed on getting sewage services back on line for 2,000 affected residents in Tuggerawong, Tacoma and South Tacoma, Rocky Point and Chittaway Bay.Portaloos are available and will remain in place until normal services resume.Wyong mayor Cr Doug Eaton OAM said Council’s roads team is focussed on managing the remaining nine road closures until fl ooding subsides and tree and power line issues are resolved.Roads that remain closed are: Geoffrey Rd, Chittaway Point; Natuna Ave, Halekulani; Woods Rd, Jilliby; Dooralong Rd, Lemmon Tree; Tuggerah Pde, Long Jetty; The Cut, Mannering Park; Dog Trap Rd, Ourimbah; Ourimbah Creek Rd, Palm Grove and The Ridgeway, Tumbi Umbi.Tree debris blocking footpaths is being prioritised.“Our road network has fared very well and overall has suffered limited damage in the storms,” mayor Cr Eaton said.

“That is largely the result of Council’s record spending on roads in the last few years and the concerted effort to lift the condition of the network and address the backlog in resurfacing.“However our unsealed road network has suffered extensive damage and it will take some time and effort to restore all the eroded pavements.”Council arborists are dealing with around 500 requests relating to public trees on sports grounds, parks and reserves and it will take some weeks for all tree debris to be removed. “There is a lot of tree debris on public land and Council are working hard to collect it,” mayor Cr Eaton said.“We are prioritising based on public safety.“We also know there are a number of trees down on private land and our contractor, Remondis, is working overtime to get round to houses to pick up the debris.“I thank residents for their patience as we deal with all the backlogs we are facing and things return to normal.“It has been heartening to hear all the stories of the community helping each 

other out with showers, meals or providing chainsaws and trailers, it really is a testament to the community sprit here on the Coast,” mayor Cr Eaton said.Residents are reminded the following assistance is available: book an extra free green kerbside collection for tree debris; order an extra free red lid bin collection for perishable food waste; free drop off of green waste at Council’s Buttonderry Waste Management Facility until May 19; four Emergency Green Waste sites have been set up at Gwandalan, Mardi, Toukley and Tumbi Umbi to drop off tree debris for free until May 19; and fi nancial assistance may be available to residents who are experiencing fi nancial hardship to meet the cost of repairs or for essential household contents – call 1800 018 444.Residents are asked to hold off on booking bulk household kerbside collections for the time being so the focus can be on removing tree debris. 

Media release, 27 Apr 2015Wyong Council media

Major clean up 
underway

Staff at Wyong Council are continuing efforts to restore essential water and sewer services, monitoring road closures and cleaning up after the recent storms. 

As a consequence of the recent weather, both Wyong and Gosford LGAs have been declared Natural Disaster Areas.

Wyong LGA 
declared a Natural 

Disaster Area

Local resident taking the canoe to the local shops - Aloha Drive - Chittaway BayPhoto: Debbie Boardman
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At its meeting of Wednesday, March 9, Wyong Council adopted a site specifi c Development Control Plan (DCP) for Key Site addressing development criteria in line with the new Wyong Local Environmental Plan 2013 (WLEP).“This is an exciting occasion because the Key Site is the fi rst of council’s 28 identifi ed Iconic development sites to reach the stage where there are established design guidelines for developing the site,” said mayor Cr Doug Eaton.“This is the proof in the pudding that our iconic sites strategy is working and revitalisation of our townships is underway,” he said.“The Key Site DCP was approved tonight as no signifi cant issues were raised in submissions during exhibition of the draft and it complies appropriately with the new WLEP.“We’re now looking forward to receiving a Development Application from the site’s owner, Pelican Horizons, who 

have indicated that this will happen soon.”Mayor Cr Eaton said that the Key Site is a landmark in The Entrance and a quality development on the site is expected to be a huge boost to the local economy.The proposal is for a 20 storey (70m) building with 93 apartments and retail fl oor space including restaurants.“This is a $45 million development that combined with two other planned developments at The Entrance is worth more than $500 million,” Mayor Eaton said.“It will see a suite of public benefi t contributions from the developer totalling over $1.5 million that will go towards improvements in the Town Centre including Memorial Park,” he said. “It is envisaged that around 250 construction jobs and 120 jobs upon completion will be created through this development.”

Media release, 9 Apr 2014Wyong Council Media

DCP approved to allow for 
20 storey development

After 30 years of vacancy, the ‘Key Site’ on the corner of Marine Pde and The Entrance Rd is inching closer to realisation.

An artist’s impression of the proposed Key Site development

Central Coast Council to 
hold its fi rst public meeting

The fi rst meeting of the new 
Central Coast Council is to be an Extraordinary Meeting and it will 

be held at the Wyong Civic Centre on Wednesday, May 25 at 5:00pm.The Local Government (Council Amalgamations) Proclamation 2016 that dissolved Gosford and Wyong Councils and created the new Central Coast Council did not provide detail on how meetings would be conducted during the administration period.In announcing the fi rst meeting, a media release from the Central Coast Council said: “Newly appointed administrator, Mr Ian Reynolds, will preside over the fi rst Central Coast Council meeting on Wednesday 25 May.”Mr Reynolds said he was pleased and privileged to take on the role of administrator of one of the largest councils in Australia.“We will be managing an annual budget of $800 million and over $8 billion in assets for over 331,000 residents, a huge challenge, but one that staff and myself are certainly up for.“It is an exciting time to be here, the Central Coast has now been established as a region in its own right and can only go from strength to 

strength.“Staff have been working hard on the transition to one council and residents should be assured that the services they expect from their local council will not only be continued but will be enhanced.“I look forward to getting out and about and learning as much about the area as I can as soon as possible,” he said.A statement from the Central Coast Council said the public could attend the meeting.Wyong Regional Chronicle asked the Central Coast Council to explain the format the meeting would take, given that the former mayors of Wyong and Gosford Council and all elected councillors 

were dismissed on May 12 and replaced with an administrator.The new council’s communications team said the administrator, Mr Ian Reynolds, would perform the role of mayor and councillors by considering reports from directors.The administrator may ask questions of the relevant director in relation to a report or recommendation.Members of the public can still apply to address the meeting about a particular item.At the end of the discussion of an agenda item, the administrator will make a decision as to whether to approve, amend, defer or refuse a report’s recommendation.A business paper for 

the Extraordinary Council meeting is available on both the former Wyong Council and Gosford Council websites.Items to be discussed at the meeting include administrative and governance matters such as: a code of conduct and related matters; committees of the former Gosford and Wyong Councils; interim salary arrangement for council; code of meeting practice and location of council meetings; and, the interim organisational structure for the new council.According to the business paper, the meeting will also make determinations in relation to: a quarterly budget review for the former Gosford Council; determination of water, 

sewerage and stormwater drainage fees and charges for 2016-17 in respect to the former Gosford Local Government Area; and the proposed transfer of land at Kangy Angy to Transport NSW.Meetings of the new Central Coast Council will be held on the second and fourth Wednesday of most months and will alternate between the chambers at Wyong and Gosford.The Wyong meeting will be held on the fourth Wednesday of each month and the meetings held on the second Wednesday of the month will be located in Gosford.The new council is also expected to agree that all future meetings will be audio recorded and, in the future, podcasting of meetings will also be considered.The former Wyong Council did record its meetings; Gosford Council did not.Under the Proclamation which dismissed the former councils and created the new Central Coast Council on May 12, clause eight stated that the code of meeting practice of the former Wyong Council was to be the new council’s code.However, the former Wyong code would have meant that all meetings of the new Central Coast Council would have been held in Wyong, hence amendments were 

required.An amended code of meeting practice is also likely to go on public exhibition for 28 days and submissions can be made for at least 42 days from the date the draft code goes on exhibition.Alternating the meeting venue between Gosford and Wyong: “Will provide the public with more equitable access to and participation in council meetings,” a report from the interim general manager, Mr Rob Noble, to the May 25 meeting said.Other amendments to be made to the code of meeting practice were the inclusion of the defi nition of an administrator to clarify to the community and staff how the code applies to the administrator, and clarifi cation of meeting venues to specify addresses.A further report will be provided to council on July 27 to allow the council to consider submissions and whether to adopt the amended code.

Media release, May 17, 2016Business paper, May 25, 2016Extraordinary Council MeetingAgenda item 3.7, May 25, 2016Central Coast Council extraordinary meetingMedia statement, May 17, 2016Central Coast Council mediaJackie Pearson, journalist
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The former Wyong Council chamber will be the venue for the fi rst meeting of the new Central Coast Council on May 25
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The ICAC report called 
for the DPP to be asked 
to consider prosecuting 
Mr Hartcher for an alleged 
offence of larceny.

The ICAC’s Operation 
Spicer investigation 
exposed prohibited 
donations, fund 
channelling and non-
disclosures in the NSW 
Liberal Party’s 2011 state 
election campaign and 
identified Mr Hartcher as a 
key player in a considerable 
number of transactions 
for campaigns in his seat 
of Terrigal and for the 
seats of Wyong and The 
Entrance.

The Commission did not 
uncover any irregularities 
in the seat of Gosford, 
at that time held by Mr 
Christopher Holstein.

The Commission’s 
report, Investigation 
into NSW Liberal Party 
electoral funding for 
the 2011 state election 
campaign and other 
matters, was made public 
on Tuesday, August 30.

The ICAC made factual 
findings but could not 
make findings of Corrupt 
Conduct in relation to 
conduct that “only relied 
on a breach of the Election 
Funding, Expenditure and 
Disclosures Act 1981”.

The Commission was 
not able to make corrupt 
conduct findings in cases 
of failure to comply with 
the requirements of the 
election funding laws 
where, although those 
failures could have 
affected the exercise of 
official functions of the 

then Election Funding 
Authority of NSW, 
officers of that authority 
were not involved in any 
wrongdoing.

The Commission’s 
report noted that at the 
relevant time, proceedings 
for an offence under the 
election funding laws 
had to be commenced 
within three years from 
the time the offence was 
committed.

“As the Operation 
Spicer public inquiry 
did not conclude until 
September 2014, and the 
matters canvassed in the 

report occurred mostly 
from 2009 to 2011, a 
prosecution for relevant 
offences is now statute 
barred,” the statement 
said.

In relation to the alleged 
offence of larceny, the 
ICAC report said: “The 
Commission is of the 
opinion that consideration 
should be given to 
obtaining the advice of 
the DPP with respect to 
the prosecution of Mr 
Hartcher for an offence 
of larceny in relation to 
his dealings with … three 
bank cheques payable 
to the NSW Liberal Party 
totalling $4,000,” it said.

According to ICAC, in 
March 2011, Mr Hartcher 
received three bank 
cheques payable to the 

NSW Liberal Party totalling 
$4,000.

“They were received by 
Mr Hartcher for the benefit 
of the NSW Liberal Party 
for the March 2011 state 
election campaign.

“In November 2011, 
some eight months after 
the election, Mr Hartcher 
arranged for the cheques 
to be paid into the trust 
account of Hartcher Reid, 
a legal firm, and for that 
firm to draw a cheque 
for $4,000 in favour of 
Mickey Tech, a business 
owned by the partner of 
Mr Raymond Carter, an 

electorate officer working 
for Mr Hartcher.

According to the ICAC, 
Mr Carter had been a 
member of the NSW 
Liberal Party since 1972 
and had held a variety 
of offices, including 
presidency of the Liberal 
Party Green Point Branch.

“There was a long 
connection between Mr 
Carter and Mr Hartcher, 
and it was quite apparent 
that Mr Carter felt a deep 
sense of loyalty toward Mr 
Hartcher.” the ICAC report 
said.

“In the end, the 
Commission believes that 
Mr Carter’s evidence at the 
public inquiry was honest 
and reasonably accurate.

“Mr Carter was also a 
very successful fundraiser, 

with extensive connections 
on the Central Coast.”

After the $4,000 was 
deposited into the Mickey 
Tech account, it was 
allegedly withdrawn in 
cash by Mr Carter and 
given to Mr Hartcher, 
according to the ICAC 
report.

“These steps are 
inconsistent with an 
intention on the part of 
Mr Hartcher to apply the 
$4,000 for the benefit of 
the NSW Liberal Party,” 
the ICAC report alleged.

“Mr Hartcher gave 
evidence under a section 
38 declaration and 
therefore his evidence is 
not admissible against him 
in criminal proceedings 
other than proceedings for 
an offence under the ICAC 
Act.”

The ICAC report 
argued, however, that 
other evidence would be 
admissible, including the 
evidence of Mr Carter, Mr 
Sriwattanaporn, Sebastian 
Reid, Marie Neader, 
Annette Poole, associated 
bank records, and internal 
documents of Hartcher 
Reid.

In addition to the 
larceny allegation, the 
key factual findings in the 
ICAC report included the 
use of the business of 
Mr Timothy Koelma, who 
commenced work as an 
electorate officer for Mr 
Hartcher in 2009, called 
Eightbyfive, to receive and 
channel political donations 
for the benefit of the 2011 
campaigns of the NSW 
Liberal Party, Mr Hartcher, 
and other Central Coast 
Liberal candidates.

The use of Eightbyfive, 
according to ICAC, was 
with the intent of evading 
the election funding laws.

“Mr Timothy Koelma 
directly benefited from 

the donations through 
Eightbyfive, as he was able 
to draw from those funds 
to give himself a salary, 
thereby, enabling him 
to work for Mr Hartcher 

on the 2011 NSW state 
election campaign.

“Mr Koelma 
subsequently obtained 
full-time employment in 
Mr Hartcher’s ministerial 
office after the 2011 
election.”

According to the 
ICAC report, Mr 
Hartcher was involved 
in the establishment of 

Eightbyfive and took an 
active part in using it to 
channel donations for 
the 2011 campaign from 
Australian Water Holdings 
Pty Ltd ($183,342.50 

between April 2009 and 
May 2011), Gazcorp Pty 
Ltd ($121,000 between 
May 2010 and April 2011) 
and Patinack Farm Pty 
Ltd ($66,000 between July 
2010 and March 2011)

Continued Page 10

Chris Hartcher found by ICAC 
to have acted with the intention of 

evading election funding laws

The use of Eightbyfi ve, according to ICAC, 
was with the intent of evading the election 

funding laws.

After the $4,000 was deposited into the 
Mickey Tech account, it was allegedly 

withdrawn in cash by Mr Carter and given to 
Mr Hartcher, according to the ICAC report.

Mr Christopher Hartcher

The former Member for Gosford and Terrigal, Mr Christopher 
Hartcher, has been found by the NSW Independent Commission 
Against Corruption (ICAC) to have acted with the intention of 

evading election funding laws by failing to properly disclose political 
donations worth “hundreds of thousands of dollars”; by accepting 
donations from property developers; and by breaching caps on political 
donations that applied after January 1, 2011.
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From left: Mr Stephen Clarke, Gosford City Town Crier 
with Central Coast Council Administrator, Mr Ian Reynolds

Gosford City Town Crier Mr 
Stephen Clarke of Umina 
has just returned from the 
25th National Town Crier 
Championships with three 
fi rst place wins.

The championships were held 
in Redland Queensland and Mr 
Clarke represented the Central 
Coast Council.

Mr Clarke won fi rst prize for the 
Best Dressed Crier, fi rst prize for 
the Best Cry and fi rst for Champion 

of Champions.
The Best Cry prize was judged 

on vocal and word content only.
This is the third time Mr Clarke 

has attained the top prize of 
Champion of Champions and this 
year he competed against criers 
from Australia and New Zealand.

Mr Clarke has been the offi cial 
Gosford and Central Coast Town 
Crier since 1990.

Email, 6 Sep 2016
Stephen Clarke, Umina

Town crier 
wins national 

championships

Central Coast Council has 
made an error that has 
resulted in a development 
proposal being confused 
with land that was part of 
the Council’s “land sale 
strategy”, according to 
planning consultant Mr 
Matthew Wales.

He said a proposal by Mr Bruce 
Kerr of Woy Woy was listed by 
council as at 23 Memorial Ave, 
Blackwall, where in fact it was 
located at 19, 21 and 21A Memorial 
Ave.

Land at 23 Memorial Ave had 
been listed by council as council-
owned “operational land” which 

was to be sold as surplus to 
requirements.

The error resulted in a page 
three article in the last issue of 
Peninsula News claiming “First 
proposal submitted for Council 
land sale site”.

Mr Wales said the development 
application lodged by Mr Bruce 
Kerr did not relate to land 
previously owned by the Central 
Coast Council, as reported in the 
article.

He said Mr Kerr had owned 
the subject lands for some 
considerable number of years.

The lands to the east of the site, 
which do not form part of Mr Kerr’s 
application were operational land 

that was recently placed on the 
market by Central Coast Council 
as part of the former Gosford 
Council’s land sale strategy.

According to Mr Wales, 
whose Wales and Associates 
consultancy prepared the 
Statement of Environmental 
Effects that accompanied Mr 
Kerr’s application, Gosford Council 
had recorded part of Mr Kerr’s land 
and the operational land as located 
at 23 Memorial Avenue.

The council subsequently 
confi rmed that Mr Kerr’s land had 
been incorrectly addressed and 
was, in fact, located at 19, 21 and 
21A Memorial Avenue.

Mr Wales said the Council’s 

erroneous lot identifi cation had 
caused Mr Kerr to be criticised for 
being part of the Central Coast 
Council’s land sale strategy when, 
in fact, he had nothing to do with 
that strategy and was intending to 
develop land that had been in his 
possession for some time.

Ms Sue Chidgey from Save 
Central Coast Reserves has been 
lobbying since September last year 
for the Council to provide more 
information about the land sale 
strategy, including identifi cation of 
the exact lots listed for potential 
reclassifi cation and sale.

It was months before the former 
Gosford Council would even 
agree to identifying the located of 

affected land on its website.
The exact ownership of some 

of the community allotments 
involved in the land sale strategy 
is still a subject of debate and 
disagreement between some 
community groups and council.

Central Coast Council was 
expected to consider a report from 
staff about the land sale strategy 
at its September 14 meeting but 
the issue was deferred to the 
September 28 meeting, which will 
be held at the Wyong chamber.

The Peninsula News is awaiting 
answers from council about the 
identifi cation of the allotments.

Email, 13 Sep 2016
Matthew Wales, Wales 

and Associates

Not 23 Memorial Avenue

The Central Coast Council’s 
Local Representation 
Committee has failed to 
achieve its aim of “ensuring 
all communities within the 
new LGA have a voice”, 
according an article in the 
newsletter of the Wagstaffe 
to Killcare Community 
Association.

“The lines of communication 
that the residents of the Central 
Coast have always enjoyed 
through their representatives, the 
councillors, have been closed in 
all but name only and will remain 
that way until the elections, a long 
12 months away,” association 

member Mr Ian Bull wrote.
“We had hoped that the recently 

announced Local Representation 
Committee, comprised of ex-
councillors, would restore 
interaction with Council,” Mr Bull 
said.

“Unfortunately our hopes 
have been dashed as it appears 
our ‘representatives’ have been 
corralled and refused vital lines 
of communication such as the 
phones and email addresses that 
had been previously provided to 
them as councillors.

“They are not permitted to speak 
to the media either individually 
or as a group as, in accepting 
appointment to the committee, 
they were required to sign over 

those rights to the all-powerful 
administrator.

“We have been advised by 
Council that contact with a few 
committee members is possible 
via their personal phones and 
email addresses that can be found 
at www.wyong.nsw.gov.au (About 
Council).

“Council also advise you 
can reach the committee by 
emailing ask@centralcoast.
nsw.gov.au or via: www.
haveyoursaycentralcoast.com.au/.

“Regrettably these interpose a 
level of bureaucracy between you 
and your ‘representatives’,’ Mr Bull 
said.

Newsletter, 7 Sep 2016
Ian Bull, WTKCA

Council 
committee 
fails, says 

association
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The new boundaries 
would mean that 
approximately 6,500 
hectares of land would be 
removed from the Central 
Coast Mines Subsidence 
Districts.

Staff of the Central 
Coast Council have 
made a submission in 
response to the Revised 
Mine Subsidence District 
Boundaries.

According to a report 
to the Central Coast 
Council Administrator, 
Mr Ian Reynolds, 
regarding the staff’s 
submission: “A number 
of development precincts 
shown in the NSW 
Government’s North 

Wyong Shire Structure 
Plan are proposed to be 
excluded from the Central 
Coast Mine Subsidence 
Districts.

“It is estimated that 
5,000 dwellings and 
1,200 jobs will be 
created within these 
future employment and 
residential precincts.

“This is particularly 
important due to the 
signifi cant amount of 
new investment which 
is proposed to occur 
in these areas over the 
coming decade.

“Mine Subsidence 
Districts are also 
proposed to be removed 
from many established 

suburbs as well, which 
will be redeveloped over 
time.

“The proposed 
mapping amendment 
means that 6,500 hectares 
of land would no longer 
need to obtain Mines 
Subsidence Board 
approvals and would no 
longer need to meet the 
particular construction 
standards and materials 
specifi cations for 
development,” the report 
said.

“The amendments 
proposed will have 
positive economic 
impacts in terms of 
facilitating orderly 
development and release 

of residential and 
employment land as well 
as removal of red tape.

“It is for these reasons 
that the proposed 
amendments are 
supported by staff,” it 
said.

According to the 
submission, the area 
identifi ed to be removed 
from the Wyong Mine 
Subsidence District “will 
provide more certainty 
for development on land 
south of Yarramalong Rd.

“Council is currently 
assessing a large rezoning 
proposal for a rural 
residential development, 
Old Farm at Old Maitland 
Rd, Mardi.

“The removal of this 
site from the Wyong 
Mine Subsidence District 
(MSD) is supported,” the 

submission said.
According to the 

submission, the Swansea 
North Entrance and 
No 1 Extension Mine 
Subsidence District are to 
be signifi cantly reduced.

Parts of Kanwal, 
Wyongah, Gorokan, 
Norah Head, Canton 
Beach, Toukley, 
Budgewoi, parts of Blue 
Haven, parts of Lake 
Munmorah, Frazer Park, 
Freemans and Wyburg are 
proposed to be removed.

“Urban land release 
areas at Hamlyn Terrace, 
Woongarrah and Wadalba 
are also proposed to be 
removed,” the submission 
said.

“The reduction in 
MSD boundaries will 
reduce development 
costs for subdivision and 

dwelling construction in 
these locations.”

Their removal may 
also allow for the timing 
of land release to be 
re-examined in some 
locations.

According to the 
submission, the removal 
of land from the Hue Hue 
Subsidence District will 
provide the Central Coast 
Council with certainty 
when planning for the 
development of a precinct 
identifi ed for future 
employment, generating 
purposes that is expected 
to create 500 additional 
jobs in the next 10 years.

Agenda item 4.1, 
Sep 28, 2016

Central Coast Council 
ordinary meeting

Mines Subsidence Districts 
Boundaries reduced 
by 6,500 hectares

A NSW Government review of Central Coast Mines Subsidence 
Districts Boundaries has received support from staff at Central 
Coast Council.

Wyong Mines Subsidence District Hue Hue Mines Subsidence DistrictSwansea, North Entrance and No 1 
Extension Mines Subsidence District

Area to be retained

Area to be removed

Areas to be removed from 
No1 Extension and included in 
Swansea North Entrance MSD
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Doma, the developer 
of the Australian Taxation 
Offi ce (ATO) building on 
the corner of Mann St and 
Georgiana Tce in Gosford, 
has launched its own Land 
and Environment Court 
action to secure coverage for 
legal costs in response to the 
Gosford Waterfront Alliance’s 
application to the Court to 
stop the development.

Meanwhile, the ATO site 
has already been cleared, 
with a large mound of 
covered fi ll, exposed historic 
building remnants and tree 
stumps greeting all those 
who approach the city from 
Brian McGowan Bridge.

The NSW Government’s 
second proposed 
development on the former 
Gosford Public School land, 

to house staff from the NSW 
Department of Finance, 
has also hit a snag with the 
developer, in this case the 
Crown itself, in the form of the 
NSW Government, asking, at 
the September 15 briefi ng, 
for the JRPP to defer its 
decision on the development.

Concerns about the 
impact of the Land and 
Environment Court action 

were cited as one reason 
for requesting a deferral, 
because if the ATO building 
does not go ahead, the plans 
for the NSW Finance building 
will need to be rejigged.

Gosford’s business 
leaders have argued, with 
increasing volume, that 
the mess on the Gosford 
Waterfront and the ongoing 
decay of the CBD, is being 
compounded by what it 
considers to be the new 
Central Coast Council’s failure 
to make the reinvigoration of 
the regional capital one of its 
priorities.

The surprise resignation of 
Ms Judy Jaeger, the recently 
appointed Group Leader of 
Customer and Community 
Relations, has compounded 
fears that the new Council 
under Administration has a 
Wyong or Northern Central 
Coast bias that has left 
committed and keen Gosford 
investors hanging.

Ms Jaeger was the only 
remaining executive-level 
manager from the former 
Gosford Council on the new 
council’s leadership team.

The NSW Government’s 
regional plan for the Central 

Coast has clearly positioned 
Gosford as the region’s 
capital, but the city may 
have to wait until after the 
September 2017 local 
government election for a 
new governing body to pick 
up the pieces that appear to 
have been dropped by the 
current administration.

See inside for separate 
articles on each of these 
issues.

Various documents 
and interviews

Jackie Pearson, Journalist

Gosford’s battlefi eld
Claims and counter claims in the Land and Environment Court, the 

JRPP’s decision to defer a ruling on the NSW Finance building, 
and the growing perception that the Central Coast Council is 

neglecting Gosford, have left the city’s waterfront seeming more like 
a battlefi eld than an iconic site.

Site preparation under way at the ATO site on the Gosford Waterfront

The site for the proposed ATO building with exposed tree stumps

From iconic site to construction site, the ATO land on Gosford’s Waterfront

 Exposed foundations on the Doma ATO site on the Gosford Waterfront
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Five Peninsula community 
parks and reserves have 
been saved as a result of 
a concerted community 
campaign to stop their 
reclassifi cation and sale by 
Council.

The former Gosford Council’s 
“highly contentious” Land 
Sale Strategy was abandoned 
by Central Coast Council’s 
Administrator, Mr Ian Reynolds, 
at an ordinary council meeting on 
September 28.

The “affection” expressed by the 
community towards their reserves 
also resulted in Mr Reynolds 
calling for Central Coast Council 
staff to explore establishing an 
Adopt a Park Scheme.

Mr Reynolds said the newly-
merged Central Coast Council 
could fi nd more effi ciencies and 
savings in its consolidated budget 
than the former Gosford Council 
had access to.

He said the economies of 
scale that could be achieved by 
the newly-merged Council meant 
there was “no reason to reclassify 
and sell” the parcels of community 
land that had been listed as part 
of Gosford Council’s “land sale 
strategy”.

A report prepared by the unit 
of the Chief Executive Offi cer, 
Mr Rob Noble, and presented 
to Mr Reynolds at the meeting, 
suggested that the new Council 
may wish to reconsider whether 

to implement some or all of 
the strategy but fell short of 
recommending that the new 
Council either adopt or abandon 
the proposed reclassifi cation of six 
sites on the Peninsula.

However, after listening to 
three speakers on the issue, Mr 
Reynolds said: “In no uncertain 
terms the community has made its 
views clear to me and Council.

“I know a lot of people are 
interested in this report and issue 
because they have been raising it 
with me on a regular basis since I 
arrived here in May,” he said.

Council had listened to the 
community and taken decisive 
action by not implementing the 
proposed strategy, Mr Reynolds 
said.

He said the community had 
not only shown a desire to save 
their reserves but had expressed 
affection for them.

“I see some merit in Council 
looking at an Adopt a Park 
Scheme,” Mr Reynolds said.

“The environmental assets 
in the community are important 
to them and they love them,” he 
said and requested that the CEO 
provide a report on an Adopt a 
Park Scheme in due course.

Mr Reynolds then formally 
resolved to take no further action 
in relation to resolutions that had 
been made by Gosford Council to 
reclassify and sell community land.

“This is a clear expression of my 
views,” Mr Reynolds said as the 

formal resolution was greeted with 
applause from the public gallery at 
Wyong’s Council Chamber.

The sixth block listed for 
potential sale on the Peninsula, at 
23 Memorial Ave Blackwall, was 
already classifi ed as operational 
land.

After the meeting, a media 
statement from Council provided 
the following clarifi cation 
on the potential sale of that 
site: “Irrespective of the land 
classifi cation of any site, Council 
carries out a rigorous due diligence 
process before fi nalising decisions 
on whether any parcel will be sold 
or retained”.

According to the statement, 
that process involves a review, 
marketing and then the subsequent 
sale and that will be the process 
applied to the Blackwall land.

The other fi ve Peninsula 
locations were classifi ed as 
community land and most 
were actively used by the local 
community as reserves and parks.

The Peninsula’s parks and 
reserves that will remain as 
community land were located 
at: Brisbane Ave, Umina; 40 and 
42 Albion St, Umina; 40, 42 and 
46 Pozieres Ave, Umina; 9 to 11 
Mackenzie Ave, Woy Woy, and 10 
to 12 Jumbuck Close, Woy Woy.

Ms Sue Chidgey, the founder of 
Save Central Coast Reserves, the 
umbrella group that coordinated 
the community’s campaign against 
the land sale strategy, said Mr 

Reynold’s decision had “brought 
immense relief to the communities 
whose neighbourhood sites were 
threatened.

“Save Central Coast Reserves, 
the Community Environment 
Network and eight additional 
community groups across the 
Gosford region have campaigned 
for over a year for the protection of 
their 25 local reserves, parks and 
green spaces,” Ms Chidgey said.

“Only two councillors voted 
against the Land Sale Strategy, Ms 
Vicki Scott and Ms Hillary Morris.

“In the campaign that followed 
hundreds of community emails 
and submissions were sent to the 
Mayor, CEO and Councillors as 
well as a large petition.

“In addition, rallies were held 
as the community pleaded for the 
protection of their sites.

“Then in early 2016, with 
the Council Amalgamation, the 
community again rose up and 
sent huge numbers of emails 
and submissions to the new 
Administrator and CEO,” Ms 
Chidgey said.

“Many of our communities now 
look forward to joining with Council 
in the ‘Adopt a Park’ initiative to 
enhance their community sites for 
the well-being of their community 
and for the urban environment.

“I wish to extend my sincere 
thanks to every community 
member or group who supported 
the campaign to achieve this 
wonderful outcome.”

Ms Jane Smith of Community 
Environment Network said: “An 
overwhelming groundswell of 
community support has saved 
these precious sites from sell-off 
and development.”

Mr Noble’s status report 
provided a clear explanation 
of the process involved in the 
reclassifi cation of community land.

“Public land that is classifi ed 
as community may be reclassifi ed 
as operational by way of a Local 
Environmental Plan made under 
the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979,” the status 
report said.

According to the report, the 
EP&A Act prescribed mandatory 
steps in the making of a Local 
Environmental Plan.

The fi rst of those steps was the 
submission of a planning proposal 
to the NSW Minister for Planning.

According to Mr Noble’s status 
report, the former Gosford Council 
did not ever take that fi rst step in 
executing its Land Sale Strategy.

“The LG Act and the EP&A Act 
prescribe a number of mandatory 
steps that must be taken to effect 
re-classifi cation of public land from 
community to operational by way 
of an LEP,” the status report said.

“The former Gosford Council 
did not initiate any of those steps.

“The [Central Coast] Council 
has not initiated any of those steps.

Continued Page 3
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The developer has 
taken the step because 
Central Coast Council 
took longer than the 40 to 
60 days it is legally given 
to consider a development 
application.

By dragging its feet, 
Central Coast Council 
has given the developer, 
GV Nominees, the 
opportunity to ask the 
Land and Environment 

Court to consider the DA.
Ms Kylie Boyle from 

the ‘Say No to Glenning 
Valley Development’ 
group said the fi rst Land 
and Environment Court 
date was September 29.

“We found out about 
the Deemed Refusal 
directly from the 
Central Coast Council 
Adminstrator, Mr Ian 
Reynolds, when we met 

him at a Community 
Environment Network 
meeting,” Ms Boyle said.

The Central Coast 
Council has not 
announced any intentions 
in relation to the position 
it will take on the future 
of the development when 
it reaches the Land and 
Environment Court.

“They are sitting on the 
fence,” Ms Boyle said.

“Even if the council 
was going to refuse or 
pass the development all 
along, they can look like 
the good guys if the Land 
and Environment Court 
makes the decision,” she 
said.

Following the 
announcement of 
the Deemed Refusal 
application, protestors 
and residents again 
rallied peacefully at the 
edge of Glenning Valley’s 
bushland on August 14 
to show their opposition 

to the proposed 
development.

“The community at 
Glenning Valley will not 
stand down,” Ms Boyle 
said.

“We are prepared to 
fi ght and do whatever 
it takes to stop this 
development.

“We are hoping that 
Council will represent 
us and stand with us in 
saying no at the meeting 
with the LEC,” she said.

According to Ms 
Boyle, the matter will 

be a Class One and will 
be dealt with, at least 
initially, by a mediator, 
but the community group 
has been given no details 
about what will take place 
on September 29.

“I have had other 
developers tell me they 
would not touch that 
land because it is so 
ecologically sensitive,” 
Ms Boyle said.

Media Release, Aug 15, 2016
Kylie Boyle, Glenning Valley

Developer goes to Land and 
Environment Court because 

Council was too slow

The developer of a proposed 264-lot residential subdivision at 
Glenning Valley has lodged a Deemed Refusal application with 
the NSW Land and Environment Court.

Members of the Say No to Glenning Valley Development group held a peaceful vigil after learning the DA was now in the hands of the Land and Environment Court

Peninsula News and Quick 
Mark Media would like to 
offer three readers the 
chance to win a new game 
for the whole family to 
enjoy.

If your family are fans of 
Rubik’s Cube, they’’ be happy to 
hear that the makers of the iconic 
game are releasing a new, all 
electronic version called Rubik’s 
Spark ($49.95).

Guided by fl ashing LED lights, 
players tilt and turn the cube 
where special sensors know 
where the lights are as you move 
it around.

Rubik’s Spark comes with 

six challenging and entertaining 
inbuilt games suitable for the 
whole family.

If you’re into gross out good 
fun, play Pop! The Pig ($39.99), 
the best-selling game that 
entertains both kids and adults.

Take turns to feed the pig 
and watch in suspense as his 
stomach grows but be careful, 
you might make him burst.

For your chance to win Pop! 
The Pig or Rubik’s Spark, write 
your full name, address and a 
daytime phone number on the 
back of an envelope and mail it 
to Peninsula News Quick Mark 
Competition, PO Box 1056, 
Gosford, NSW, 2250

Entries close 5pm on 
Thursday, October 12.

The winner of the Peninsula 
News Central Coast Mariners 
Competition was Mr Jeffrey Smith 
of Woy Woy.

The Peninsula has reached 
its average annual rainfall 
fi gure of 1279mm in just nine 
months.

Rainfall for September was 
close to average with 75.1mm 
recorded for the month, but it 
brought the total fi gure for the year 
to above the annual average.

The September total brings 
the rainfall so far this year to 
1332.6mm, 4.2 per cent more than 
the average annual average of 
1279mm.

This is almost one third (30.8 
per cent) above the average 
cumulative fi gure at the end of 
September of 1019mm.

The total was only 7.3 per cent 
above the September average 
70mm, according to fi gures 
provided by Mr Jim Morrison of 
Woy Woy.

Most of the month’s rain, 
58.3mm, was recorded over just 
three days: September 2 and 3 
and September 19.

Spreadsheet, 30 Sep 2016
Jim Morrison, Woy Woy

Rainfall reaches annual fi gure



4 October 2016 - Peninsula News - Page 3

News

NAPISAN 
O

xiAction 
2kg + 50%

 
Bonus Pack

AJAX  
Spray n’W

ipe 
Lem

on Citrus 
Trigger 500m

L 
save $1.20†

PALM
O

LIVE  
Dishw

ashing 
Liquid 500m

L

RADIANT Laundry Pow
der 

500g

SAVE 30%
†

$2
79

N
O

W

SAVE 99¢†

$2 N
O

W

SAVE $2†

$13
99

N
O

W
$2

99
EVERYDAY

low 
price

Everyday

SAVE $8.95†

$20
N O W

SAVE $5.95†

$10
N O W

TELFAST  
180mg 30 Tablets* 

TELFAST  
180mg 10 Tablets*

Monday to Friday 8.30 to 6.30 - Saturday 8.30 to 4.00 - Sunday 8.30 to 3.00.
Always read the labels on pharmacy medicines. Use only as directed. 

If symptoms persist see your pharmacist or doctor

Shop 4 Peninsula Plaza Woy Woy

4342 2256

Clarkes Pharmacy
Specials End 16-10-2016

The calls of former local 
Regional Development 
Australia chair Mr David 
Abrahams for a detailed audit 
of the NBN rollout on the 
NSW Central Coast has been 
taken up by a local industry 
group.

Mr Abrahams said he had 
gained the backing and support 
for the audit from the local IT/
digital industry group, Coastal 
Connexxions, which will now 
conduct its own audit.

“We are now calling on 
community, education and 
business groups to assist in 
distributing the online survey that 
can be found at organise.net.au/
NBNauditCC.”

Mr Abraham said his call for an 
audit had received strong public 
support but has fallen on deaf ears 
in government and at NBN Co.

“The whole region knows of 
problems with the NBN rollout.

“The idea of the audit is to 
identify problems and to replicate 
successes.

Co-convenors of the Coastal 
Connexxions, Mr Tim Willcox 
and Mr Edgar Adams, said they 
believed an audit was a sound and 

sensible idea. 
“There have been some good 

successes with the NBN rollout 
locally, though there are also major 
issues for many,” Mr Willcox said.

“We are now using the expertise 
of our IT group to create our own 
self-funded audit,” he said.

The Central Coast NBN audit 
will have both a simple online 
survey and an in depth case study 

section.
The results will then be mapped 

up to the known NBN infrastructure 
map for accurate identifi cation of 
successes and of problem areas.

The survey gives people ample 
opportunity to tell their stories in 
a disciplined and standardised 
fashion.

“We expect the report to be very 
informative,” Mr Abrahams said.

“The information could 
undoubtedly save signifi cant 
amounts of money if applied by the 
NBN Co.

“The audit will run for 30 days 
and the report will be collated and 
published after the numbers and 
stories are crunched and edited.

“The report will be made public 
and handed over to local MPs, 
Ministers, the NBN Co and Telcos.”

Coastal Connexions is calling 
on everyone with an NBN story, 
good, bad or otherwise to complete 
the survey.

“We encourage other 
community groups to spread the 
word.

Media release, Sep 20, 2016
Dave Abrahams, Organise IT

NBN audit to be conducted by 
local industry group

Members of Coastal Connexxions from left Mr Jon Dawson, Ms Louise Lewis, Mr David Abrahams and Mr Tim Willcox
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208 Blackwall Road Woy Woy NSW 2256 Opposite Peninsula Leisure Centre

Ph 4339 5027 Mob 0424 837 641 brgst208@outlook.com

Mum & Bub’s morning tea deal, free Hot 
Chocolate or Babycino, with any Coffee 

& Cookie purchase. (Eat in only).
For the mum & bub on the run, 

OVI water & Pop Top for $5, 
or a OHI Mineral Water & Pop Top for $4.50.

Grab some ome Fish N Chips on the way home.

Try one of our Special Meal Deals.
Try one of our Special Meal Deals.Burgers Chips & a 600ml Coke.

Burgers Chips & a 600ml Coke.Calamari Chips & a 600ml Coke.
Calamari Chips & a 600ml Coke.Chicken Nuggets Chips & a 600ml Coke.

Chicken Nuggets Chips & a 600ml Coke.Pie & a Maximus.Pie & a Maximus.Sausage Roll & a Mother.
Sausage Roll & a Mother.Homemade Chicken Dim Sims & Prawn Crackers.

Homemade Chicken Dim Sims & Prawn Crackers.Other Food for Thought.
Other Food for Thought.Vietnamese Pork Rolls & Sandwiches-(Toasted).

Vietnamese Pork Rolls & Sandwiches-(Toasted).

Correction for last 
advert in the open day, 

need to add a thank 
you to 

Frucor (V) energy 
drinks.

Relax with a Tea or Coffee cake deal $6.50.Or if you are on the run grab a Bacon & Egg Roll & Small Coffee for $6.50.

BLACKWALL RD GENERAL STORE/TAKEAWAYBLACKWALL RD GENERAL STORE/TAKEAWAYBLACKWALL RD GENERAL STORE/TAKEAWAYBLACKWALL RD GENERAL STORE/TAKEAWAY

Blue-green algae and 
toxins in stormwater are 
the most likely causes of 
pelican deaths at Blackwall, 
according to the fi ndings of 
an Environment Protection 
Authority investigation 
into the pelican deaths at 
Blackwall.

Central Coast Council released 
the fi ndings of the investigation last 
week.

The Council has now “developed 
a strategy to reduce the presence 
of blue-green algae in the storm 
water canal north of Alpha Rd”, the 
Council statement said.

“The Council has been assisting 
the EPA with its investigation,” said 

Council chief Mr Ron Noble.
“Council is committed to working 

with the EPA and other relevant 
experts and agencies to protect 
the pelican population in Blackwall 
and prevent further deaths.”

Media release, 19 Sep 2016
Ron Noble, Central Coast Council

The NSW Department of 
Primary Industry and Water 
should step in and formulate 
a management plan to 
protect a pelican colony 
at Blackwall, according to 
local water bird scientist Ms 
Wendy Gillespie.

Ms Gillespie was commenting 
on fi ndings by the NSW 
Environmental Protection Authority 
that the mortality of water birds 
around Blackwall had been caused 
by the presence of algal growth 
and toxins in storm water.

The fi ndings were released by 
Central Coast Council last week.

Ms Gillespie said it was a “good 
outcome” from the EPA.

“It is the logical outcome 
because the headwaters from the 
top of the catchment area pass 
through the nearby golf course 
and golf courses are commonly 
associated with algal problems 

when they are near marine 
environments,” she said.

Ms Gillespie said she believed 
the NSW Department of Primary 
Industry and Water could now 
step in and regulate the problem 
because there was now an 
“established impact on a marine 
species”.

“There will be a whole range 
of things that will need to be done 
including a management plan,” 
she said.

Ms Gillespie said she believed 
over 4000 pelicans had died over 
the 20-year period following the 
replacement of a natural creek with 
a storm water drain near a known 
pelican breading area at Blackwall.

“Hundreds have died per year 
and it has taken over six years 
for the cause of the problem to be 
recognised,” she said.

Interview, 28 Sep 2016
Wendy Gillespie, Pelican Rescue

Reporter: Jackie Pearson 

Department 
‘should formulate’ 

pelican 
management plan

Council acts after canal algae 
blamed for pelican deaths
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Gosford City Farmers’ Market will feature a wide range of fresh vegetables,
fruits, primary produce including gourmet jams and preserves, olive oil
products, pestos, macadamia nuts and fresh home made products. The
market will include other food related items as well as high quality “food-
to-eat” vendors. Flowers, plants and trees will also be available for sale. 
Additionally the market will also feature hand-made products other than

food such as artists, designers and other quality artifacts.

The market will operate each Sunday from
8.00am till 1.00pm Rain, Hail or Shine.

VENUE: The Entertainment Grounds

(Gosford Racecourse)

WHEN: Every Sunday 

TIME: 8.00am till 1.00pm

Rain, Hail or Shine

N
O

 D
O

G
S

FACEBOOK
www.facebook.com/

Gosfordcityfarmersmarket

SUNDAY - 8.00am till 1.00pm

Gosford City Farmers’ Market
Gosford Racecourse,
4 Racecourse Rd, Gosford West

Enquiries:
finefoodmarket@bigpond.com

Mob: 0427 630 144

Feast your eyes over these producers:
Garden Fresh, Vegitali Pty Ltd, La Tartine,
Over the Moon Milk, Egganic, Soda Bread

Bakery, Lincoln Red Beef, The Banana
Bread Man, Hawkesbury Fresh Produce,
Delightfully Fresh Organics, Tar 10, Bills

Organic Bakery, Pattie Moi Designs, Little
Creek Cheeses, Pokolbin Olives, Maxima
Coffee, Wotton Valley Beef, Wattle Creek

Preserves, Jacques Kitchen, Larry’s Free
Range Eggs, Peats Rigde Produce, The
Apple Man, Meltic Beef plus many others.

The Woy Woy Peninsula 
Community Garden is 
the best on the Central 
Coast if won two awards 
in the Council’s Garden 
Competition is any guide.

Judged as the Best Edible 
Garden (Community) and the Best 
Eco-Friendly Garden (industrial 
and commercial), the garden 
makes use of recycled materials, 
uses water wise practices, 
composting and organic principles.

Originally founded on land in 
Moana St, Woy Woy, that was 
destined to be sold by the Gosford 
Council, naturopath and local 
resident Ms Jill Meredith wrote an 
objection to the sale of the land in 

2009.
The Peninsula Environment 

Group embraced the concept and 
provided support for the project to 
proceed.

The original site plan was drawn 
up by local horticulturalist Mr Adam 
McCall.

The last four years of hard 
work have paid off and the garden 
is now a beautiful space where 
children can play and learn about 
healthy food and how it is grown, 
according to Ms Meredith.

The elderly, disabled and 
frail have pathways and seating 
that allow for easy egress and 
enjoyment of a passive recreation 
space fi lled with frivolity and fun, 

sights and smells that celebrate all 
things natural.

The latest addition to the garden 
is a mosaic sundial, depicting 
community groups and nature 
concepts.

Many hands helped to create 
individual tiles that make up the 
clock face and install it in the 
garden.

Funds for this project were 
provided by Gosford Council via a 
Community Builders grant in 2015.

An open garden was held 
on September 25 as part of the 
Council’s Open Garden day.

Email, 21 Sep 2016
Jill Meredith, Woy Woy 

Peninsula Community Garden

Community garden 
is best on the Coast

The award-winning Peninsula Community Garden

Residents of Brisbane 
Ave, Umina, have planted 
10 mature street trees 
in a community effort to 
transform a barren nature 
strip into an attractive tree-
lined avenue.

The 45 residents, children 
and local community members 
held a street tree planting day 
and neighbourhood barbeque on 
September 18.

The native trees have been 
planted alongside the footpath on 
a block of Brisbane Ave, between 
Perth and Melbourne Avenues, 
to create shade for the busy 
pedestrian footpath and improve 
the look of the street.

The project was funded 
through a Central Coast Council 
Placemaking grant.

“Neighbours have all 
commented that this street has 
been calling out for trees for 
years,” co-project organiser, Ms 
Penny Jope said.

Residents Ms Melissa Chandler, 
Ms Jope and Ms Natalie Watson, 
saw the potential of Brisbane Ave 
with its wide verges to become a 
tree-lined avenue and showcase 
the benefi ts of street trees.

“We all know that trees provide 
shade and a tree-lined street 
sells houses, but through this 

project I was surprised to learn 
studies show street trees lower 
the ambient air temperature, assist 
with drainage and reduce traffi c 
speeds,” Ms Jope said.

The organisers successfully 
applied for a Placemaking grant 
through Central Coast Council’s 
community funding programs, 
which was open to individuals as 
well as community organisations.

The grants provided up to $2000 
towards a project that transforms a 
public space into a more vibrant 
and attractive area, and builds 
community through participation.

“This project was the brainchild 
of Ms Mel Chandler, who’s been 
guerrilla gardening for some time, 
knocking on people’s doors and 
saying ‘Hi, do you want a free 
street tree?’.

“This time she’s stepped it up 
a notch, organising a street tree 
planting day.

“She also managed to outsource 
the door knocking part to me, but 
I’m really thankful, because it’s 
meant I’ve met all my neighbours.

“Our kids are playing together 
and we have an avenue of trees to 
show for it,” Ms Jope said.

Media release, 19 Sep 2016
Andrea Bruscher, Umina

Residents get 
together to plant 

street trees
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STIHL SPRING SAVERS
Grass Trimmer

$179
*

FS 38 NOWONLY

Hedge 
Trimmer

Blower
HS 45-450

BG 56NOW
ONLY

$160VALUERRP

$269
*

$299
*

+ FREE
VAC KIT*

ONLY AT YOUR 
LOCAL STIHL STORE

*Prices & promotions valid 1/9/16 until 31/10/16 or whilst stocks last.

Gosford Mowers & Chainsaws
375 Manns Road - Call 4321 0355

A recommendation to wind 
up three trusts of the former 
Gosford Council has been 
deferred by Central Coast 
Council administrator Mr Ian 
Reynolds at the September 
28 council meeting.

One of the trusts, the Protection 
of the Environment Trust, may 
hold monies related to at least 
one controversial Peninsula 
development and may hold other 
local assets including community 
land.

It was a condition of 
development consent in 2007 for 
a luxury retirement village to be 
built in Hillview St, Woy Woy, that 
$225,000 be paid into the trust.

It is understood the payment 
was to be made in three parts, the 
fi nal one upon completion.

The retirement village project 
was started with clearing of 
endangered bushland and 
some groundworks, but has not 
proceeded beyond that.

Mr Reynolds resolved to seek 
further information after listening 
to two speakers against the 
recommendation to wind up the 
Gosford City Council Protection of 
the Environment Trust, the Gosford 
Affordable Housing Trust and the 
Gosford Foundation Trust,.

He said taking into account the 
information provided by the two 
speakers he had decided to defer 
the matter and request a further 
report.

According to the report prepared 
by the unit of the chief executive 
offi cer, Mr Rob Noble, the Gosford 
City Council Protection of the 
Environment Trust was established 
in 2006.

At the time, its stated purpose 
was to promote the protection 
and enhancement of the natural 
environment or of a signifi cant 
aspect of the natural environment 
and in particular the conservation 
of fl ora and fauna indigenous 
to the Local Government area 
of Gosford City; and provide 
information or education or the 
carrying on of research about 
the natural environment or a 
signifi cant aspect of the natural 
environment in particular relating 
to fl ora and fauna of that area for 
the benefi t of persons within the 
Local Government Area of the City 

of Gosford.
On October 3, 2006, the former 

Gosford Council resolved in part 
to “transfer the sum of $1.5 million 
from funds generated from the 
bonus provisions of subdivision 
of 7(c2) lands, into a special 
interest bearing account to be 
administered by Council’s newly 
established Gosford Sustainability 
Environmental Trust.

“The $1.5 million transferred 
to the relevant account remains 
Council’s funds, and the Trust has 
been administering the account for 
Council.

“The intent was that income 
from the investment of the $1.5 
million was to be used for the 
maintenance of Coastal Open 
Space System (COSS) land.

“The annual interest from 
this investment (approximately 
$65,000), was allocated by 
the Trust annually to specifi c 
environmental projects, following 
an application process.”

However, Ms Jane Smith, 
manager of the Community 
Environment Network and a 
member of the trust’s management 
committee since 2010 said the 
report from the CEO’s unit that 
formed part of the agenda for the 
September 28 Council meeting 
was “inadequate”.

Ms Smith said that the report 
to the meeting had failed to 
explain that the Trust was 
set up as an outcome of the 
Somersby Industrial Park plan 
of management which was 
coordinated by NSW Premier’s 
Department to address the 
confl ict of interest between 
the site’s perceived value as 
an industrial site and the fact 
it included Indigenous sites 
of national signifi cance and 
national endangered species.

The money held by the trust, 
according to Ms Smith, was 
initially intended to compensate 
land owners who were unable 
to develop Somersby sites 
because of their cultural and/or 
ecological signifi cance.

The trust was also 
established, Ms Smith said, 
to have Australian Taxation 
offi ce status which meant land 
owners could donate land to 
the trust and receive 100 per 
cent of the land’s value as a tax 

deduction over fi ve years.
Ms Smith said she believed 

Council needed to consider 
whether a properly constituted 
trust, which its own trust deed, 
could, in fact, legally be wound up 
via a Council resolution.

She said lands donated to 
the trust, under trust law, should 
remain the property of the trust 
and she did not believe it was a 
simple matter of stating in a report 
that the lands were held on behalf 
of council.

She said the trust may have 
also, from time to time, held 
monies received from developers 
as offsets to compensate the 
community for developments 
that may have been approved 
at the expense of Ecologically 
Endangered Communities.

One such development was the 
plan to build a luxury retirement 
village on land in Hillview St, Woy 
Woy, near the corner of Veron Rd.

As for the trust’s property 
holdings, Ms Smith said she 
believed parcels of land had 
been donated to the trust “from all 
over the [former] Gosford Local 
Government Area”.

She said the committee of 
management had specifi cally 
requested that land 
holdings 

since 2010 should have been 
classifi ed as community land, 
which means they could not be 
sold by Council in its role as 
trustee.

Mr Noble’s report to the 
September 28 Council meeting 
said applications for funding 
in 2016/17 have not been 
allocated, due to the timing of the 
amalgamation.

“This process will cease, and 
community organisations will be 
encouraged to apply for grants and 
sponsorships from the wide range 
of grant support programs offered 
by Council,” the report to Council 
said.

“The Protection of Environment 
Trust operates similar to the former 
Gosford City Council’s previous 
Advisory Groups and Committees, 
with minimal community 
representation (three community 
members).

“The Advisory Groups and 
Committees of the former Councils 
ceased to operate from the date of 
the proclamation on 12 May 2016.

“A new community participation 
process will be developed by 
Central Coast Council, to be far 
reaching, engaging 
and 

inclusive to replace the traditional 
committee and advisory group 
structure,” the report said but these 
views were disputed by Ms Smith.

The trust deed also specifi es 
that the trust is to be wound up 
after 80 years and prescribes the 
process by which that winding up 
is to occur.

The winding up provisions of 
the deed can only be altered by the 
creation of a new trust deed.

Arguably the fact the trust 
was founded as a condition of 
the Somersby Industrial Park 
plan of management may mean 
that the NSW Government may 
be interested in scrutinising any 
proposal to amend the trust deed.

The report to the September 28 
council meeting set out a similar 
rationale to justify the winding up 
of the Affordable Housing Trust 
and the Gosford Foundation Trust.

Agenda item 3.5, 28 Sep 2016
Meeting notes, 28 Sep 2016

Central Coast Council 
ordinary meeting

Reporter: Jackie Pearson

Administrator defers trust wind-up proposal

over the [former] Gosford Local 
Government Area”.

She said the committee of 
management had specifi cally 
requested that land 
holdings 

process will be developed by 
Central Coast Council, to be far 
reaching, engaging 
and 
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WHEN THE LIBERALS WON

ROBERTSON
 HOW MUCH DID YOU LOSE?

LABOR: $60 MILLION 
CENTRAL COAST ROADS 

RESCUE PACKAGE

LIBERAL:  
$2.75 MILLION  
TO FIX 3 ROADS

42 ROADS IN WOY WOY, 
UMINA, ETTALONG & 

BOOKER BAY

1 ROAD IN UMINA  
AND 2 ROADS  
IN BOOKER BAY

LABOR LIBERAL

42

3

Authorised by Senator Deborah O’Neill, 4 Ilya Avenue, Erina 2250

THE CENTRAL COAST  
LOST 

$57.25 MILLION

IN ROADS 
INVESTMENT 

PENINSULA

ROADS

PENINSULA

ROADS

2016 ELECTION – ROADS 
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Why do more Peninsula based 
businesses advertise in 

Peninsula News than in all the 
other mediums combined?
Peninsula News only carries articles about the
Peninsula, directly targetted at Peninsula residents

Peninsula News only has a maximum average of 45%  
advertising making all advertisements more visible

Peninsula News has a long shelf life (2 weeks) 
giving readers time to complete the paper and see all 
the advertisements before receiving another one

Peninsula News is seen by the community as their 
newspaper and advertisers are seen as sponsors

Peninsula News reaches all Peninsula families with 
school children, a very important target market

All copies of Peninsula News are picked up by             
interested readers only, eliminating wastage and wet 
weather problems

Newspapers are more effective as an advertising
medium than radio, TV or cinema because people do 
not have to remember information. It is there for them 
to refer to in detail at their leisure

Peninsula News advertising is far less costly than 
leafl ets delivered in letter boxes, is more effective
because it does not arrive with a myriad of other 
catalogues and is not subject to weather conditions

Why not get the most out of your
 advertising dollar? 

Give us a call on 4325 7369

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

Central Coast Council will 
continue a number of projects 
around the Peninsula this 
fi nancial year that were to be 
completed last fi nancial year.

They are the sewer program at 
Cockle Bay, the sewer treatment 
plant high voltage switchboard at 
Woy Woy, replacement of a major 
sewer pump station at Woy Woy 
and stormwater drainage works at 
Veron Rd, Umina.

The particular reasons why 
individual projects were delayed 
were spelt out in a report to the 
Council administrator, Mr Ian 
Reynolds, from the unit of the chief 
executive offi cer, Mr Rob Noble.

According to the report, other 
Peninsula capital works valued 
at more than $100,000 that had 
to be continued into the 2016-17 
fi nancial year included: $304,000 
for drainage in Bowden Rd, 
Woy Woy, because the project 
was delayed due to contractor 
availability in the previous year.

A $128,000 road upgrade at the 
intersection of Woy Woy Rd and 
Banyo Cls in Horsefi eld Bay had to 
be carried into the current fi nancial 
year because of a utility relocation 
delay.

A further $287,000 was 
required to be carried into the 
2016-17 fi nancial year as part of 
IPART-approved treatment plant 

upgrades including the upgrade of 
a minor plant at Woy Woy.

A water pump station 
refurbishment at Patonga was 
subject to a “delay in planning 
due to higher priority works” so 
the funding of $163,000 needed 
to be continued into 2016-17 to 
complete the project due to IPACT 
and risk analysis.

Other items, valued at less 
than $100,000 included land 
that needed to be compulsorily 
acquired and was still under 
negotiation.

The grand total of continuing 
projects identifi ed in the report 
as located on the Peninsula was 
approximately $7 million out of the 
total $23.6 million increase to the 
2016-17 capital budget approved 
to accommodate continuing 
projects.

Mr Noble’s report stated that 
reductions of $23.6 million were to 
be identifi ed in the quarterly budget 
review during 2016-17 to offset the 
cost of continuing projects.

All cuts identifi ed in the report 
came from capital expenditure in 
the former Wyong LGA; there were 
no cuts to Peninsula projects.

Agenda item 3.1, 28 Sep 2016
Central Coast Council 

ordinary meeting

Projects continued 
this fi nancial year

Capital works to improve drainage on Veron Rd has been carried forward to 2016-17

Central Coast Council 
has announced that it has 
awarded a tender to lease the 
new Woy Woy Oval cafe.

“Central Coast Council has 
awarded the tender to lease the 
Woy Woy Oval cafe and is currently 
working with the successful 
applicant to fi nalise the lease 
documentation,” according to a 
statement issued by the council.

The statement said Council was 
also working with the successful 
applicant to fi nish the fi t out of the 
facility.

“The timeframe for the opening 
of the cafe has not yet been 
fi nalized.”

The statement said Council 
would keep Peninsula News 
updated about the status of the 
cafe.

The redeveloped Woy Woy 
Oval, including the new 600-seat 
grand stand, was offi cially opened 
on March 19.

The project was jointly funded 
by the Federal Government ($3.5 
million), the NSW Government ($2 
million) and the former Gosford 
Council ($2.75 million).

At the opening, the Parliamentary 
Secretary for the Central Coast Mr 
Scot MacDonald said: “Woy Woy 

Oval is a wonderful community 
facility and this redevelopment 
will be a well-loved asset for both 
locals and visitors to the region for 
generations to come.”

Tenders were sought by 
Gosford Council to manage the 
new “landmark cafe” within the 
Woy Woy Oval Forecourt at 
Chambers Place in January.

At the time, Gosford Council 
described the cafe lease as: “An 
exciting opportunity to partner 
with Council to provide a vibrant 
destination facility for residents 
and visitors, and contribute to the 
social and economic growth of the 
community.”

The tender process closed in 
February.

The cafe construction was 
completed in March.

Potential operators needed 
to be fi nancially competent in 
hospitality, with a proven ability 
to run a commercially viable and 
sustainable business.

Media statement, 16 Sep 2016
Carla Silvestri, Central 

Coast Council
Media alert, 21 Jan 2016

Coralie McPhee, Gosford Council
Reporter: Jackie Pearson

Council announces 
lease of 

Woy Woy cafe

The Woy Woy Oval cafe remains empty
Photo: Noel Fisher
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Gift Cards to be WON EVERY WEEK!
Simply make a purchase from 2 different retailers on the same day to enter

2 x $100
GIFT CARDS EACH WEEK

2 x $250
GIFT CARDS EACH MONTH

AUTHORISED UNDER NSW PERMIT NUMBER LTPM/16/00484
Conditions apply - see entry forms for full details. 

STARTS 22 AUGUST 2016 ENDS SUNDAY 30 OCTOBER.

Blackwall Rd, Woy Woy

Central Coast Council is 
holding a series of free green 
living workshops on the 
Peninsula to help residents 
live sustainably and reduce 
their environmental impact 
around the home.

Locals can learn from experts 
how to compost, set up a worm 
farm, keep backyard chickens and 
clean the house without chemicals 
at Woytopia Sustainable Living 
Festival at Woy Woy South Public 
School on October 9, from 9:30am 
to 1:30pm.

An organic gardening class will 
be on offer at the Peninsula Leisure 
Centre on October 17, from 12pm 
to 2:30pm.

On November 12, a wicking bed 
construction workshop is available 
at the Woy Woy Community 
Garden from 9am to 11am, and an 
op shop hop group will be meeting 
at Woy Woy train station at 9:30am.

Council’s environmental 
education offi cer, Ms Anni Griffi ths, 
said there would be workshops to 
suit all households.

“Regardless of what size your 

backyard is or whether you live in a 
unit, we have a range of workshops 
to suit everyone’s lifestyle and 
sustainability goals.

“By making small changes you 
can easily live a greener lifestyle.

“For instance, the average 
household wastes around $1,000 
worth of food each year.

“At these workshops you 
can learn how to reduce your 
household food waste and save 
money, especially during the 
festive season.

“Discover how to turn your 
junk into treasure, make more 
sustainable food choices, and 
create a healthy and bountiful 
garden.

“We are also giving a free 
compost bin or worm farm to 
each attending household that 
completes the compost and worm 
farm workshop,” Ms Griffi ths said.

The free workshops are to be 
held at various locations around 
the Central Coast until the end of 
the year.

Bookings are essential.
Media release, 28 Sep 2016

Anni Griffi ths, Central 
Coast Council

Council to run green 
living workshops

The Bays Rural Fire Brigade 
will celebrate its 50th 
anniversary this year.

“The brigade has tirelessly 
served and protected the 
communities of the Peninsula 
and the wider Central Coast and 
has been through many ups and 
downs, particularly during the 
January 2006 bushfi res where 
many members lost their own 
property whilst on duty helping 
others save theirs,” said brigade 
secretary Mr Lloyd Jones.

“Demonstrating resilience and 
determination, the brigade has 
always bounced back to ensure it 
is ready for when the community 
next calls upon its service.

“Current brigade members have 
been serving with the Rural Fire 
Service for a combined tally of 
almost 200 years.

“This tally is shared between 
only 14 people, refl ecting the 
longstanding commitment the 
members have to the service.

“Being there for the community 

serves as a foundation for each 
member when choosing to 
volunteer their time for no fi nancial 
benefi t.

“The dedication shown by each 
member over the many years 
of commitment is essential for 
preserving strong communities, 
like that of the Peninsula.”

Mr Jones said the Brigade was 
always looking for fresh faces to 
join its ranks.

Media release, 19 Sep 2016
Lloyd Jones, Bays 
Rural Fire Brigade

Bays brigade 
celebrates 50 years

The Bays Rural Fire Brigade celebrates 50 years of community service



Page 10 - Peninsula News - 4 October 2016 

News

AT MINGARA
8th and 9th October

Mingara Event Centre - FREE ENTRY
Come along and see many exhibitors and sellers of jewellery, 

gemstones, fossils, minerals, beads, pearls and meteors.

Fore More information contact Robert Scott 0405 904 881
or email cclapidary@optusnet.com.au

This year’s Central Coast 
Lapidary Club festival, to 
be held at the Mingara 

Club over the weekend of  the 
8th and 9th October, promises 
to be bigger and brighter than 
ever.

The festival will run from 9am to 5pm 
on the Saturday and 9am to 4pm on the 
Sunday.

Admission is free and there are 
displays and exhibits to interest all age 
groups, ranging from precious rubies 
and emeralds to fossilised dinosaur 

droppings.
The Club has been running the Annual 

Gem Show since it was fi rst held in the 
Methodist Church Hall in Gosford in 1963 
before relocating to the Memorial Hall at 
Wyong.

The highlight of the Club’s calendar, 
the festival attracts thousands of gem and 
mineral fans from across the state.

Exhibitors have been very keen to 
participate in the festival and a number 
have come from interstate.

The displays and exhibits include rocks 
and minerals from around the globe.

“You could purchase a beautiful 

Columbian emerald from one exhibitor 
and fi nd a special setting for your gem 
across the aisle,” said organiser Mr Lester 
Marquet.

“You may prefer just to browse and look 
at the exhibits or you may be after that 
irresistible gem for that special someone.

“Are you interested in collecting 
minerals or fossils?

“If so, this is the event for you.
“If your interest is gem craft then this 

will be a great opportunity to purchase 
faceting rough or lapidary supplies.

“Silverwork, beading, cabochons, 
faceting, enamelling, jewellery making; 

whatever your interest, you’d have rocks 
in your head if you miss the festival,” said 
Mr Marquet.

The Central Coast Lapidary Club has 
been established for 51 years.

It started in a chook shed in Narara and 
has grown to become one of the Coast’s 
real treasures attracting members from 14 
years of age to octogenarians.

Currently, the club has around 200 
members who meet on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, Thursday evenings and some 
Saturday mornings.

The Clubhouse is located on Ourimbah 
Creek Rd, Ourimbah.

Council drops land sale plans
“The parts of the September 

and December Resolutions that 
required that land be re-classifi ed 
from community to operational 
have therefore not been 
implemented,” the report said.

On September 8 last year, 
Gosford Council resolved to initiate 
a process for a planning proposal 
for 14 parcels of community land 
including Lot 195 and 196 DP 9894 
Brisbane Ave, Umina and 40 to 42 
Albion St, Umina.

Subject to the outcome of that 
land reclassifi cation process the 
former Gosford councillors went 
on to endorse the sale of those 
properties.

The subsequent community 
outcry resulted in the councillors 
softening their stance by their 
December 10 meeting when they 
endorsed the commencement of 
a process to reclassify a further 
nine parcels of community land 
including reserves in Pozieres Ave, 
Umina and Mackenzie Ave and 
Jumbuck Close, Woy Woy.

Gosford Council also endorsed 
the sale of the operational land at 
Blackwall on December 10.

Instead of endorsing the sale 
of the second list of community 
land to be reclassifi ed, it did revert 
to voting to “consider” its sale 
“subject to the outcome of the land 
reclassifi cation process”.

According to Mr Noble’s 
status report: “The proposed re-
classifi cation of public land, and 
the subsequent potential sale 
of the re-classifi ed land, was a 
contentious issue resulting in a 
signifi cant number of submissions 
from the community.”

The status report posed the 
question: “Is the Central Coast 
Council obliged to implement the 
Land Sale Strategy of the former 
Gosford Council?”

Mr Noble responded in his 
report: “The former Gosford 
Council was dissolved, and 
the Central Coast Council 
constituted, on the publication of 

the Local Government (Council 
Amalgamations) Proclamation 
2016 (“the Proclamation”) on 12 
May 2016.

“Sub-clause 17(2)(b) of the 
Proclamation provides that the 
Central Coast Council may 
complete or discontinue anything 
that the former Gosford Council 
commenced.

“That is, the Council has 
discretion whether or not to 
implement some or all of the 
Land Sale Strategy of the former 
Gosford Council,” Mr Nobles report 
said.

According to Mr Noble’s status 
report, the proceeds from the 

Land Sale Strategy were intended 
by the former Gosford Council 
to be used to fund the reduction 
of the signifi cant back-log of 
infrastructure maintenance.

“A key aspect of the May 12 
merger of the former Gosford and 
Wyong Councils was to maximise 
funding opportunities through 
greater scale and capacity, and 
potential new external funding 
opportunities,” the status report 
said.

“Deferring or terminating the 
re-classifi cation process will save 
about $750,000, but will result 
in a corresponding loss of sales 
revenue of between $6 million to 

$10 million (depending on market 
conditions at the time of any sale 
and the number of properties that 
would have eventually been sold),” 
the report said.

The Local Government Act of 
1993 prescribes how a council 
must manage and deal with its 
public land.

Council must classify all public 
land as either operational or 
community land and cannot sell or 
otherwise dispose of public land 
that is classifi ed as community 
land.

The management of community 
hand is subject to other signifi cant 
constraints including on how it 
is leased, licenced or occupied, 
according to the status report.

Operational land can only be 
sold by a resolution of council.

Submissions received by the 
former Gosford Council and the 
Central Coast Council in respect of 
the Land Sale Strategy were kept 
confi dential as they were deemed 
to include personal information 
about individuals who were not 
councillors.

Agenda item 3.4, 28 Sep 2016
Meeting notes, 28 Sep 2016

Central Coast Council 
ordinary meeting

Media release, 28 Sep 2016
Sue Chidgey, Save Central 

Coast Reserves
Reporter: Jackie Pearson

Brisbane Avenue Reserve Umina
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3 BEDROOM BRICK HOME SET ON A 653SQM BLOCK!! $549,000 
OPEN HOUSE October 8 - 1:15pm to 1:45pm

A great opportunity has just arisen for investors & 
fi rst home buyers with this light fi lled 3 bedroom brick 
residence in Woy Woy. Key features include:

- 3 bedrooms (2 with Built in Robes)
- Brick residence
- Light fi lled interiors
- Timber fl ooring
- Huge garaging
- Level 653 sqm2 parcel of land
- Modern kitchen overlooking backyard
- Good size living zone
-  Large covered entertaining deck perfect for 

summer BBQ's
- Split system Air conditioning

Quality brick homes are in high demand in Woy Woy, 
so do not miss your chance to secure this immaculate 
property. All enquiries contact your Local Agent 
Ben Crain 0405 961 131 Or Matt Baggott 0427 414 097

3 1 2

4344 2511             www.wilsonsproperty.com.au

The Gyuto Monks of Tibet 
will stop on the Peninsula as 
part of their Beyond Karma 
tour.

Wow Wave of Wisdom and 
Gyuto House Australia will hold two 
community events that the monks 
will attend, including the WOW 
Beach Day at Umina Beach and 
a screening of documentary Pure 
Sound the Gyuto Monks of Tibet at 
Cinema Paradiso, Ettalong.

Wow Girls will be on hand for 
the Beach Day and will be teaching 
the monks how to surf from 10am 

to 1pm.
Pure Sound will screen from 

6:30pm at a cost of $20 per ticket.
Both events will be held on 

October 5.
The monks’ program 

Compassion on the Coast will be 
presented at the Anglican Church, 
Gosford, from November 12-20.

The nine-day tour on the 
Coast will celebrate the quality of 
kindness.

Daily activities include 
culture and kids, sand mandala, 
meditation and personal puja, 

tantric art classes and public talks.
Highlights include a three-part 

series the Dharma Challenge and 
a sacred music concert Beyond 
Karma.

Funds raised through the tour 
go to the Gyuto Monastery in 
Dharamsala to support its young 
refugee monks, many of who are 
recent arrivals from Tibet, as well 
as the dwindling numbers of elderly 
monks who escaped Tibet in 1959.

Media release, 21 Sep 2016
Yvonne Lamont, Wow 

Wave of Wisdom

Tibetian monks to learn to surf

Marine Rescue Central 
Coast has been able to tow a 
disabled runabout to safety 
at Woy Woy.

Volunteers on duty at the Point 
Clare Base received a phone call 
just before 3pm on September 24 
from the owner of a 4.5m runabout 
seeking assistance.

He indicated that he and his son 
were anchored at the entrance to 
Woy Woy Channel and the boat’s 
motor had failed with a suspected 
fuel problem.

Mr Mitch Giles was driving 
the Unit Rescue Water Craft (Jet 
Ski) in the area and was able to 
determine the exact location of the 
runabout.

Given the location, rescue 
vessel Central Coast 22, with Mr 
Robert Smith, Mr Ted Leeson, 
Mr Peter Ashworth and Mr Peter 
Fischer on board, proceeded 

directly to the boat and towed it to 
the launching ramp at Woy Woy for 
retrieval.

The owner expressed his 
relief and thanks for the prompt 
assistance.

The Point Clare Base received 
a phone call around 12:30pm on 
September 25 from an Arvor 20 
at Mosquito Bay with two men on 
board.

They reported a diesel fuel 
blockage had stopped the engine.

Mr Ken Sharp and his crew, Mr 
Peter Ashworth, Mr Bob Knowles, 
Mr Peter Fischer and Mr Chis 
Hartcher, aboard Central Coast 
21, located the vessel and it was 
towed to Woy Woy Railway Bridge 
and passed to a tinny to enable it 
to return to its mooring.

Media release, Sep 25, 2016
Ron Cole, Marine Rescue 

Central Coast

Disabled 
runabout 

towed 
to safety
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CHOOSE THE LOCAL EXPERTS AT
18/482 Pacifi c Highway, Wyoming. Ph : 02 4324 8800

www.premiershades.com.au 

Come Visit The Coast’s Biggest 
Showroom For Blinds, Plantation Shutters 

and Awnings, including motorization. 

Or call for a Free in-home 
Measure and Quote. 

$100 off when you mention this paper. 

Renovating?  Need New Blinds, Awnings or Shutters?

The Federal Member 
of Robertson, Ms Lucy 
Wicks, has reiterated her 
commitment to her key 2016 
election promises for the 
Peninsula.

“The Coalition is committed 
to working with Central Coast 
Council to help fi x local roads on 
the Peninsula,” Ms Wicks said.

“It’s no longer acceptable that 
people in suburbs like Umina 
should have to put up with second-
rate roads,” she said.

“We’re committed to fi xing these 
roads, which will also help to free 
up Council to direct its resources 
to other priority roads more quickly.

“The funding for Ryans Rd in 
Umina Beach, and Murray and 
Davis St at Booker Bay include 
essential upgrades to kerb and 
guttering, widening footpaths and 
improving drainage.”

According to Ms Wicks, the 
$2.75 million investment includes: 
$1.1 million for Murray St, Booker 
Bay; $900,000 for Davis St, Booker 
Bay; and $750,000 for Ryans Rd, 
Umina.

“I have recently written to the 
Minister for Infrastructure and 
Transport, Mr Darren Chester, 
and the Minister for Urban 
Infrastructure, Mr Paul Fletcher, to 
obtain an update on these projects, 
which I want to see delivered as 
soon as possible.

“I have been advised that the 
Australian Government must 
speak to the New South Wales 
Government, to seek information 
such as the proposed profi ling and 
funding allocations to projects as 
appropriate.

“The timing for the delivery of 
the individual commitments will 
depend on the complexity of the 
project and the current status of 
planning.

“Before any funding can be 
released, States are required to 
submit detailed Project Proposal 
Reports to the Department of 
Infrastructure and Regional 
Development which outline 
information such as project scope, 
cost and timing.

“Once the Project Proposal 
Reports have been received we 
will move to implement these 
important projects as soon as 
possible. 

“To assist in this process, I have 
also undertaken a detailed briefi ng 
with Central Coast Council.

“I am advised that planning is 
underway, and I will continue to 
work with the Council to ensure 
that these projects are delivered,” 
she said.

Ms Wicks also pledged during 
the election campaign that she 
would make a funding boost to the 
Umina PCYC.

“I was pleased to announce 
further support for our area during 
the 2016 campaign, with a funding 
boost to New South Wales Police 
Citizens Youth Clubs,” Ms Wicks 
said.

“The funding supports 
communities at the grass roots to 
help address crime and anti-social 
behaviour, and support local crime 
prevention initiatives to keep our 
streets safe.

“It’s not only an investment 
in our local PCYC in Umina, but 
also to help our young people and 
families on the Central Coast.

“The commitment is part of a 
wider $1.2 million investment in 
PCYCs across NSW to undertake 
Project Booyah, a police-run 
leadership and mentor program 
that uses adventure-based 
learning, resilience training and 
policing strategies to help young 
people years make better life 
choices.

“The 20-week early-intervention 
program is for young people aged 
14 to 17 years.

“It has been running in 
Queensland since 2011 and the 
results speak for themselves.

“Almost 80 per cent of young 
participants have re-engaged 
in education and 63 per cent of 
graduates have gained some form 
of employment or work experience 
as a result of the program,” she 
said.

Ms Wicks also provided 
information about the status of 

her promise to improve mobile 
coverage at Killcare.

“During the 2016 election 
campaign, we were able to 
announce that Killcare will receive 
improved mobile phone coverage, 
as part of an additional $60 million 
in funding to extend the Mobile 
Black Spot Program.

“New mobile base stations in 
these areas will bring a much-
needed boost, providing benefi ts 
to emergency service operators, 
businesses and residents.

“To help to keep our communities 
informed about the process, I have 
written to the Minister for Regional 
Communications, Senator Fiona 
Nash, for an update.

“The next steps involve the 
Government inviting mobile 
network operators to bid for funding 
from the list of priority locations, 
including Killcare.

“The Government will then 
ensure that that funding is provided 
to build new base stations on the 
priority list, subject to receipt of 
an application from at least one 
mobile network operator.

“It’s also expected that co-
contributions will be received from 
State and Local Government, 
mobile network operators and third 
parties.

“Because of the need for better 
coverage there is also a possibility 
that Killcare may be included in an 
earlier round of funding, which will 

be fi nalised by the end of 2016.
“It’s expected that the rollout on 

new or upgraded base stations will 
be completed over the next three 
years.

“I acknowledge that there is a 
desperate need for better mobile 
coverage, and I will continue to 
fi ght to see these towers delivered 
as soon as possible.

“Many regions have previously 
been overlooked by mobile network 
operators due to commercial 
factors.

“They were also overlooked 
by Labor, who despite being in 
Government for six years, did 
not spend one single dollar on 
improving mobile coverage,” she 
said.

“Plans are already underway 
for a community event to be held 
in Killcare on this issue before the 
end of the year.”

Ms Wicks’ fi nal promise to the 
Peninsula community during the 
election campaign was for the 
installation of free wi-fi  at Woy Woy 
train station and continuous mobile 
coverage to Sydney.

“This is a commitment that’s 
been well received by our 
community, particularly our hard-
working commuters,” she said.

“There are more than 60 
kilometres of rail between Wyong 
and Hornsby where commuters 
currently face little or no mobile 
data coverage.

“Our commitment will allow 
commuters to access emails, 
browse the internet and use social 
media while on the long train 
journey to and from work.

“Wi-Fi will also be made 
available at train stations to give 
commuters broadband access 
while waiting for trains to arrive at 
the platform.

“Many commuters have already 
asked me for details on the next 
steps.

“I have recently spoken with 
the Minister for Communications, 
Senator Mitch Fifi eld, to obtain 
an update, and also asked about 
the matter in Parliament Question 
Time.

“I’m advised that the $12 million 
commitment is on track, and 
expected to leverage an additional 
$4 million investment from the 
NSW Government.

“The NSW Government will 
also provide in-kind assistance in 
facilitating access to land along 
the rail corridor, and help arrange 
planning approvals for new and 
upgraded telecommunications 
infrastructure.

“Funding will be awarded 
through an expression of interest 
process, taking bids from 
interested telecommunications 
network providers.

“This is expected to be underway 
within months, with work on track 
to begin by the end of 2017, so 
that we can deliver the free Wi-Fi 
hot spots and continuous mobile 
coverage that our commuters 
deserve.”

Ms Wicks said Peninsula 
residents are welcome to contact 
her offi ce on 4322 2400 if they have 
any questions about her election 
commitments or other issues or 
they can email lucy.wicks.mp@
aph.gov.au.

Updates on these projects 
are also regularly posted on 
her Facebook and Twitter @
LucyWicksMP, or you can sign up 
to Ms Wick’s monthly e-newsletter 
via www.lucywicks.com.au.

Media statement, 29 Sep 2016
Tim Sowden, Offi ce of Lucy Wicks

Wicks reiterates commitment to election promises

From left Mr Matthew Wales, Peninsula Chamber of Commerce 
President with NSW Minister for Urban Infrastructure Mr Paul Fletcher 

and Member for Robertson Ms Lucy Wicks on Ryans Rd
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Specialising in:
FAMILY LAW
• Divorces   • De facto
• Children's Issues • Property
• Binding Financial Agreements

WILLS & ESTATES
• Probate, Wills & Disputes
• Power of Attorney
• Enduring Guardianship

CONVEYANCING
• Purchase & Sale of Property
• Refi nancing Mortgages
• Purchase & Sale of Business
• Leasing  • Retirement Villages

COURT APPEARANCES
• Criminal Law  • AVO Matters
• Traffi c Matters  • Drink Driving

Email: lemery@lindaemery.com.au 
Web: www.lindaemery.com.auGround Floor, Suite 6, 22 Watt St Gosford

4323 4766
So much more than just law…Linda Emery

Lawyer
Since 1983

Hospital &
Home Visits

By Appointment

Expressions of interest in 
the purchase of the Patonga 
Hotel closed on September 
8 and negotiations continue 
but the property has not yet 
been sold.

The 1543 square metre site 
was listed for sale with Ray White 
Hotels and with Manenti Quinlan 
and Associates.

The property last changed 
hands in 2014 and has been 
described by Manenti Quinlan as 

an “outstanding waterfront location 
just one hour from Sydney… 
boasting absolute beach frontage”.

The Patonga Hotel includes 
a residence, studio apartment, 
fi sh and chip shop and cafe with 
access from Palm Beach Ferries 
and Brooklyn Ferries and from 
chartered tours.

The pub is located on a 
“large land parcel across two 
separate titles” which, according 
to the selling agents, points to its 

“underlying property value”.
The Patonga Community 

Working Group has been 
campaigning against a proposal 
by Mr Andrew Smith, who acquired 
the pub in 2014, to complete a 
$2.2 million redevelopment of the 
site via a development application 
lodged with the former Gosford 
Council in December last year.

Website, 28 Sep 2016
Gerry Quinlan, Manenti 

Quinlan and Associates

Expressions of interest in 
Patonga Hotel close

Business and Professional 
Women Central Coast will be 
hosting a fundraiser for Cure 
Brain Cancer on November 5.

The fundraiser will be hosted at 
the Ela Mesa Greek restaurant in 
Woy Woy.

Attendees will enjoy Greek 
specialities, learn traditional Greek 
dancing and break a plate or two.

There will be raffl es and lucky 
door prizes on the night.

Tickets are $85 per person, with 
all money raised going to brain 
cancer research.

Email, 28 Sep 2016
Pat Harrison, BPWCC

Brain 
cancer 

fundraiser

A major sponsor has been 
secured for the Brisbane 
Water Oyster Festival to be 
held at Ettalong on November 
13.

The Peninsula Chamber of 
Commerce has confi rmed a major 
sponsor partner deal with Ettalong 
Diggers.

“The Chamber is proud to 
have teamed up again this year 
with the Ettalong Diggers who 
are the events major partner for 
2016,” said Chamber president Mr 
Matthew Wales.

“Ettalong Diggers has always 
been a big supporter of the Oyster 
Festival which is traditionally held 
on The Esplanade adjacent to the 
Club,” he said.

“With almost 30,000 visitors 
to the event each year, it’s vitally 
important that major sponsors such 
as Ettalong Diggers provide both 

fi nancial and logistical support.
“Otherwise we would not be 

able to hold the event to the 
standard that the public have come 
to expect.

“This year’s event will be held 
at the same location although with 
some changes to the layout due to 
construction work commencing on 
the development site opposite the 
club.

“It will still have all the traditional 
elements including food from 
around the world in the food 
court with our famous oysters 
and seafood, fi ne wine from our 
neighbours in the Hunter Valley 
and food, over 40 art and craft stall 
as well as exhibition stands.

“The day commences with 
a full program of live, on-stage 
entertainment.

“The popular ‘How Many 
Oysters Can You Eat in 30 
Seconds’ is the highlight of the 
day with many competing for the 
famous trophy and prize.”

Media release, 28 Sep 2016
Matthew Wales, Peninsula 

Chamber of Commerce

Major sponsor 
secured for 

Oyster Festival
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FREE 15 WEEK 
MARKETING PLAN

realestate.com.au
domain.com.au

ozwayrealty.com.au
A3 Window Display, 

Just Listed Flyers, 
Professional Photographs,

Floor & Site Plan, Colour A4 
Brochure, Saturday Open 

House Inspections
Fully Licensed Agent 

Available 24/7.
CALL FOR A FREE 

MARKET OPINION.
JEFF EATHER - 0410 659 217.
jeff@ozwayrealty.com.au 

Conditions Apply

Still Proudly Owned by Woy Woy Community Aged Care

‘Excellence in 
Residential Aged Care’

•  Permanent and Respite Care available’
•  24 Hour Medical Care with Registered 

Nurses on site 24 hours a day
•  Spacious  Rooms with a combination 

of two-bed and single rooms with 
ensuite bathrooms

6 Kathleen Street, Woy Woy

Phone 4344 2599
www.bluewaveliving.org.au

A Umina pie-maker has 
successfully competed 
in the Great Aussie Pie 
Competition, recently held in 
Melbourne.

Mr Ron Bruns from Bremen 
Patisserie received a gold medal 
for his Pulled Pork Pie.

The local pie shop also gained a 
silver medal for its Mango Peanut 
Curry Chicken Pie and two bronze 
medals for its plain meat pie and its 
Italian Bolognaise Pie.

Mr Bruns said the Great Aussie 
Pie Competition was a fi ve-day 
event and more than 2000 pies 
were judged each day from all over 

Australia.
Pies were judged based on 

their appearance and tested hot 
and cold for a variety of factors 
including taste, texture, and the 
ability to hold an even temperature 
when hot.

The medals were awarded by a 
panel of four expert judges and two 
tasters.

Bremens enters the Great 
Aussie Pie Competition every year 
and achieved best overall pie in 
2013.

Interview, 20 Sep 2016
Ron Bruns, Bremens Patisserie

Reporter: Jackie Pearson

Two Woy Woy Rotarians 
have returned from Uganda 
where they spent a hectic few 
weeks visiting many schools 
and communities which the 
club supports.

Ms Sue O’Neill and Ms Di 
Schwarzl visited six schools, a 
children’s clinic and two sewing 
workshops that assemble 
washable sanitary pads for girls.

The Rotarians delivered 
educational materials to each of 
the schools, two new ultrasound 
machines - foetal dopplers, a 
quantity of magnifying reader 
glasses, solar lights and reusable 
sanitary kits.

They also checked on the 
progress of another club project, 
the construction of teachers’ 
houses at Kyanaka primary school 
in Luwero.

The schools visited ranged from 
a small community school where 
students were writing in the dirt to 
do their lessons to a well-resourced 
private school.

“Generally poor community 
schools are more common,” Ms 
O’Neill said.

“Government schools are fi lled 
with dedicated teachers working 

against extreme odds to deliver 
education,” she added.

A major part of the visit involved 
organizing a Vocational Training 
Team Exchange between Australia 
and Uganda.

A team from Alive Medical 
Services in Kampala, which 
provides services to 13,000 HIV-
positive clients will visit Australia 

next year as guests of the Rotary 
Club of Woy Woy.

They will spend time at the 
Central Coast sexual health 
clinic and work with Australian 
professionals to understand 
diagnosis, counselling and 
treatment methods in Australia.

Media release, 15 Sep 2016
Joan Redmond, Woy Woy Rotary

Umina pie-maker 
competes in 
Melbourne

Rotarians return 
from Uganda visit

A number of artists from 
the Ettalong Beach Arts and 
Craft Centre will display their 
work at Council’s Community 
Gallery this October.

The exhibition “Origins: spring 
is here” will display ceramics, 
paintings, photographs and 
glassware.

The featured artists include 
Ms Anniss Seymour, Ms Annette 

Heidrich, Ms Annette Poole, 
Ms Sandy Robinson, Ms Meg 
McDonald, Ms Thel Browne, Ms 
Jenny Knibb, Ms Robyn Lowe and 
Mr Murray Lowe

The exhibition runs from 
October 14 to 23, between 10am 
and 4pm.

Email, 19 Sep 2016
Anniss Seymour, EBACC

Craft centre 
displays works

Sue O’Neill and Di Schwarzl at Nakigo community school where they donated exercise books and school resources

 Ron Bruns with award winning Bremen pies
Photo: Noel Fisher
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Other Regional News - In brief
Peninsula News focuses on news 
specifi cally relating to post code 
areas 2256 and 2257.
Given the advent of the new 
Central Coast Council, following 
is a summary of the fi rst 9 news 
articles published in the most 

recent edition of each of our 
sister Central Coast publications.
The full articles and more, 
as well as all previously 
published editions, can be 
seen on line on our website 
www.peninsulanews.info and 

on  www.centralcoastnews.net
Copies of these other 
publications may be obtained 
from our offi ces in Gosford, by 
subscription, or from a myriad of 
locations in the areas covered 
by each publication.

Mines Subsidence Districts
Boundaries reduced

by 6,500 hectares

Council remains opposed to 
Wallarah 2 coal mine

Council meetings to be 
reduced from four per month 

to one per month

Regent Honeyeater and 
Swift Parrot at Kangy Angy 

cause further delays

Denial of right to vote for 
councillors is undemocratic 

- Primrose

Changed traffi c conditions 
at Ourimbah

Expressions of interest 
sought to build and deliver an 

upgraded Wyong Hospital

The future of Central 
Coast Tourism needs to be 

resolved soon

Greywater treatment system 
and rainwater tank rebates 

no longer available

A NSW Government review of 
Central Coast Mines Subsidence 
Districts Boundaries has received 
support from staff at Central Coast 
Council.

A submission from the Central 
Coast Council, responding to the 
amended development application 
for the Wallarah 2 coal mine, was 
adopted by the Administrator, 
Mr Ian Reynolds, at the council 
meeting on September 14.

The frequency of Central Coast 
Council meetings will be halved 
again following the adoption of 
amendments to its Code of Meeting 
Practice

The proposed rail maintenance 
facility at Kangy Angy will be subject 
to Federal Government approval, 
following the Federal Department of 
Environment’s decision to assess 
the development as a ...

Central Coast residents are part 
of the 50 per cent of the NSW 
population that did not get to vote for 
local government representatives 
in the local elections on Saturday, 
September 10

The installation of storm water pipes 
between the pedestrian footbridge 
and the Pacifi c Hwy near the Tall 
Timbers Hotel at Ourimbah will 
begin on September 27, resulting in 
changed traffi c conditions for night 

Moves to privatise Wyong Hospital 
have been described in the NSW 
Parliament as an “ambush” by 
the member for Wyong, Mr David 
Harris.

Wyong’s former Deputy Mayor, 
Ms Lynne Webster, has used the 
latest meeting of the Economic 
Group of the Local Representation 
Committee to call for action on 
tourism from the new Central Coast 
Council.

Rebates for up to $1,000 for 
greywater treatment systems 
and rainwater tanks ceased 
from Wednesday, September 
14, when Central Coast Council 
Administrator, Mr Ian Reynolds, 

C il ti t b
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Your independent community newspaper - Ph: 4325 7369 Issue 101September 27, 2016

FREEFREE

The full articles and more can be seen on line on our website www.centralcoastnews.net Coast Community 
News focusses on news specifi cally related to post code areas 2250, 2251, 2260 and articles can also 

be read and shared on your mobile phone by going to www.coastcommunitynews.com.au.

Wyong Regional Chronicle focuses on news specifi cally relating to post code areas 2258, 2259, 2261, 2262, & 2263.
The full articles and more can be seen on our website www.centralcoastnews.net

Wyong Regional Chronicle focuses on news specifi cally relating to post code areas 2258, 2259, 2261, 2262, & 2263.
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Gosford’s battlefi eld

Liberals missing in action 
following legal challenge to 

ATO site

Gosford business 
community feels 

abandoned

Doma seeks cost 
guarantee from Land and 

Environment Court

Rare community support for
resigning senior bureaucrat

Former councillors 
still offer a small voice

Crown requested JRPP deferral 
of decision on Department of 

Finance development

10km pollution trail was 
insuffi cient evidence to 

prosecute

Government refuses access to 
documents relating to delayed 

council elections

Claims and counter claims in the 
Land and Environment Court, the 
JRPP’s decision to defer a ruling 
on the NSW Finance building, and 
the growing perception that the 
Central Coast Council ...

Labor Senator Deborah O’Neill 
has accused local Liberals of 
being missing in action following 
a legal challenge to the building of 
an Australian Tax Offi ce (ATO) on 
the Gosford waterfront.

The business community of 
Gosford City has gone from riding 
on the crest of a wave prior to the 
removal of Gosford Council in 
May, to feeling neglected ...

The Doma Group, the developer 
of the Australian Tax Offi ce (ATO) 
building on the corner of Mann St 
and Georgiana Tce, Gosford, has 
lodged an application with the 
Land and ...

The resignation of the Central Coast 
Council’s Group Leader, Customer 
and Community Relationships, Ms 
Judy Jaeger, has been described as 
an enormous blow for the southern 
area ...

Community members should keep 
speaking to their former councillors 
if they have any concerns during 
the period of Central Coast Council 
administration , according to former 
Gosford...

The Joint Regional Planning 
Panel has deferred its decision 
on whether or not to approve the 
$34.2 million NSW Department of 
Finance offi ce development at 32 
Mann St, Gosford.

The NSW Environment Protection 
Authority’s (EPA) recent decision 
not to prosecute the operator of 
the Mangrove Mountain Landfi ll 
for an “uncontrolled discharge” 
into the ...

NSW Shadow Minister for Local 
Government, Mr Peter Primrose, 
said he will continue to campaign 
for the Central Coast to have 
an elected council earlier than 
September 2017.

The Rotary Club of Woy Woy 
has announced the singers 
who will perform for the next 
Opera in the Arboretum in 
Pearl Beach to be held next 
March.

The line-up includes tenor 
David Hobson, mezzo-soprano 
Sally-Anne Russell, local soprano 
Michaele Archer and baritone 
Andrew Jones.

Ms Archer, artistic director of 
the event, described the booking 
of tenor David Hobson as “a major 
coup”.

Ms Archer said David Hobson 
started his career in rock and 
jazz bands but his potential as a 
classical singer was discovered 
by the Victoria State Opera in the 
1980s.

“He subsequently made his 
name with Opera Australia in his 
award winning performance of 
Rodolfo in La boheme directed by 
Baz Luhrmann (fi lmed in the early 
1990s to world wide acclaim).

“Since then he has gone on to 
become a well-regarded classical 
performer, major recording artist, 
most recently a music theatre 
leading man and a frequent 
television performer on shows like 
Carols By Candlelight, Carols in 
The Domain, Spicks and Specks, 
Dancing With the Stars (fi nalist in 
2007), It Takes Two (winning with 
model-singer Erika Heynatz in 
2006 and with comedian and TV 
host Julia Morris in 2008) and a 
presenter on Foxtel’s Studio.

“He has performed for the 
Queen in the Great Hall in 
Canberra and sung at the AFL 
Grand Final.”

Also appearing at Opera in the 
Arboretum 2017 will be Sally-Anne 
Russell, who Ms Archer described 
as “ one of Australia’s fi nest mezzo 
sopranos”.

“Ms Russell has over 50 
operatic roles in her repertoire and 
has sung in 15 countries including 
the United States, Austria, The 
Netherlands, United Kingdom, 
Italy, Germany, New Zealand, 
Japan and Canada.

“As a principal guest artist she 
has sung with Opera Australia, 
all of the State Opera companies 
and all of the major Australian 
symphony orchestras.

“Sally-Anne’s many CDs and 
DVDs include her solo operatic disc 
Enchanting, Pergolesi’s Stabat 
Mater (winner of the 2005 ARIA 
Listeners Choice), Bach Arias and 
Duets (ARIA Nominated), Mozart’s 
Requiem, Don John of Austria, 
Top 100 ABC Concert Gala, Opera 
Australia’s Golden Jubilee/50th 
Anniversary DVD (ABC Classics), 
Prokofi ev’s Love for Three 
Oranges (Chandos) and The No 
1 Classical Album 2007 and 2009 
(Decca).”

Ms Archer said that the event 
will welcome Andrew Jones, “one 
of Australia’s most outstanding 
baritones”, for his fi rst appearance.

“Andrew Jones’ concert 
repertoire includes the baritone 
solos in Orff’s Carmina Burana and 
Faure’s Requiem.

“He appeared in Victoria 
Opera’s Gala Opening Concert, 
Opera Australia’s 2010 New Year’s 
Eve Gala and has been a frequent 
soloist for Orchestra Victoria.

“In 2015, he performed the title 
role in Le nozze di Figaro and 
Marcello in La boheme for Opera 
Australia.

“He also appears as soloist for 
Royal Melbourne Philharmonic, 
Darwin Symphony and for Opera 
in the Domain.”

Ms Archer said she had been 
the event’s artistic director since its 
inception in 2006. 

This time she will also perform 
some all-time favourites.

Ms Archer said she had 
performed extensively nationally 
and internationally and had 
studied in New York with world 
renowned voice teacher, David 
Jones who works with singers at 
the Metropolitan Opera.

She had performed with Opera 
Australia in Turandot, Otello, and 
Werther and as a guest soloist in 
concert, she said.

“Other roles include Emmie in 
Albert Herring (Opera Australia), 
Mrs Peachum in The Beggars 
Opera, Nedda in Pagliacci and 
Tosca.”

Email, 20 Sep 2016
Michaele Archer, Woy 

Woy Rotary Club

Line-up announced 
for Opera in the 

Arboretum
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What would it cost to get your message 
out to that many people using any other out to that many people using any other 

medium?medium?
Don’t be fooled by the hype, advertising Don’t be fooled by the hype, advertising 
in this newspaper is by far much better in this newspaper is by far much better 

value for money than any other medium.value for money than any other medium.
Not only does it have the reach and Not only does it have the reach and 

readership within the area it covers, but readership within the area it covers, but 
readers can keep the advertisement and readers can keep the advertisement and 

refer to it as often as they wish.refer to it as often as they wish.

Call 4325 7369 to see Call 4325 7369 to see 
how inexpensive it is.how inexpensive it is.

WWhhaatt woulldd it cost to gett yyoouurr mmeessssaggeeWWhhatt woulldd it cost to gett yyoouurr mmeessssaggee

If you’re reading this, so could 
up to 50,000 other people

Dirty Tiles & Grout? ...Forget Pointless Scrubbing!crubb

10 %
OFF

Expiry 1/2/17

Call Paul at GroutPro Gosford on 0452 540 054 •  Franchises Available  •  www.groutpro.com.au

Tile Re-Grouting       Tile Repairs       Shower Glass
Tile Anti-Slip Treatment       Silicone Replacement

l at GGroutPro

We Clean, Seal & Re-colour Tile & Grout

Call now for your nearest         
     GroutPro Specialist!

We were in Gosford yesterday 
visiting, had lunch at the 
Leagues Club and picked up 
your newspaper.

It brought back so many happy 
memories for my husband.

My husband, now in his 70s, 
used to play in “Runway Park” on a 
crashed Wirraway aeroplane.

He did that, he remembers, for 
two to three years.

He spent many hours riding his 
push bike all around Ocean Beach 
and Ettalong from breakfast until 

dark.
The gravel on the runway was 

perfect Shanghai ammunition.
There were lots of kids collecting 

their ammunition.
Unfortunately we are no longer 

local people.
My husband’s grandparents 

lived in what was then called 
Ocean Beach every school holiday 
because both his parents worked.

Those times were the happiest 
of his childhood.

My “oldies” lived in Booker 
Bay, so my holidays were spent 
there not realising that one day I 
would marry someone else who 
spent their school holidays on the 
Central Coast.

It is so good the park is to stay 
and not be developed.

Open space is needed for kids 
like my husband.

Emails, 22 and 23 Sep 2016
Pamela Garske, Winston Hills

Happy memories 
of ‘Runway Park’

Regarding the proposed 
Runway Park article in 
Peninsula News, dated 
September 19, from the offi ce 
of Lucy Wicks, the initial 
paragraph had the address 
of the park as Trafalgar Ave, 
Woy-Woy.

Further into the article, Ms 
Wicks described Trafalgar Park as 
a “small pocket of land in Umina”.

Both addresses are incorrect, 
as the “small pocket of land” is 
located between Alma Ave and 
Waterloo Ave on the eastern side 
of Trafalgar Ave, which puts the 
land in Blackwall, not Woy-Woy or 
Umina.

It would be a shame if the name 
of the park went up on a sign as 

Runway Park Woy-Woy or Runway 
Park Umina when it should be 
Runway Park Blackwall.

Email, Sep 26, 2016
Phillip McBurney, Blackwall

Woy Woy, Umina 
or Blackwall?

How I love this beautiful area, 
from the great availability 
of an interesting bush walk 
to our spectacular beaches 
from Patonga to Tuggerah 
and beyond.

From my dad’s fi shing shack 
at Point Clare in the 50s, to my 
parents’ upgrade to Koolewong, 
with a gradual migration of family 

and friends in the 60s-70s, all of us 
sharing in the community and great 
friendships that were on offer.

So, why is it that a suspected 
tension is beginning to be felt 
among our residents?

Yes, in all of these years, I have 
witnessed a growth in housing 
and of course population, with the 
council not quite keeping up with 
infrastructure.

Now that’s worse, with the 
amalgamation and very few public 
consultation projects undertaken 
that do not suit our environment, 
like the aesthetic ugliness of the 
low-cost housing development 
in Oval Ave, Woy Woy, and the 
large developments that will 
be established in Umina and in 
Ettalong.

Parking areas will now be gone.
Then of course there is 

the dictatorship of the Baird 
Government.

Don’t ask, just do.
New trains, less seats, more 

commuters.
Sell off and develop developers.
Please, good and faithful 

Peninsula residents, if and when 
the bureaucrats or developers over 
step their mark, let your voice be 
heard.

We have two local State 
Members and a Senator. Let them 
know your opinion.

Let us maintain our great 
sporting and social community, 
and let it be known that we will be 
heard and preferably listened to.

Email, Sep 4, 2016
Genny Murphy, Woy Woy

Speak up to 
protect beautiful area

It is concerning to see that 
Umina PCYC is encouraging 
young students to take up 
boxing (“Boxing training for 
school students”, Peninsula 
News, September 19).

This extremely dangerous 
activity (I shan’t dignify it with 
the name of sport) has no place 
in a civilised society, and it is 
particularly disturbing to see 
its being promoted amongst 
schoolchildren whose brains are 
still not fully formed and who risk 
long term damage from coup-
contracoup trauma.

The long-term effect of 
concussion injuries is now 
recognized in football and boxing 
whose main objective is to render 
an opponent unconscious poses 
a much greater threat, probably 
about the worst of any activity 
imaginable.

The argument that young 
boxers wear headgear is inane.

Headguards provide no 
protection against brain damage 

and might, in fact, increase the 
danger, since an opponent is likely 
to land a heavier blow on a padded 
helmet where there is little risk of 
damaging his hand.

Similarly, the use of gloves 
greatly increases the violence of 
head blows: a bare-knuckle fi ghter 
will mainly concentrate on his 
opponent’s body, because he will 
break a bone with a hard punch to 
the head, but gloves remove this 
barrier.

Boxing is not a manly art.
A boxer’s intention is to injure 

his opponent, either visibly or 
through internal damage, and 
some of this injury will not manifest 
itself until later in life (as we have 
seen in many examples)

Perhaps, the child protection 
agency should be looking at any 
parent who would put a child’s 
future at risk in this way.

Email, Sep 25, 2016
Bruce Hyland, Woy Woy

Boxing has 
no place in

civilised society
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Including

www.peninsulacarrepairs.com.au

Courtesy shuttle service
in local area

Tyre & Wheel Alignments
Purigen98 – Tyre Nitrogen

now available
Car computer scanning 

Manufacturers’ Book
Servicing available 

Owned & 
Operated 

since 1989

26-28 Alma Ave 
Woy Woy 2256

ABC FRIENDS CC
Andrew 

West (RN)
21st October  2016

Central Coast 
Leagues Club 

Gosford 6.00 PM
Room open 5.30 PM
Finger Food Buffet

Bar Open
Members $15 - 

Others $20
Pay by 12th Oct.

Greater Bank 
BSB 637-000 

Acct 781348279
or cheque. Inq. 

4341 5170

Ms Wendy Gillespie speaks 
for all who love animals at 
the offi cial killing of mallard 
ducks at Woy Woy.

These ducks were loved by 
locals and visitors alike, particularly 
the children.

This cruel and arrogant action 
illustrates man’s basic violent and 
selfi sh nature.

As soon as a bird or animal 
adapts to man’s environment, it 
has to be destroyed.

The only animal, secretive 

and cunning, that thrives in our 
environment is the rat, because it 
lives and breeds in inaccessible 
places.

Sir David Attenborough 
remarked that the only animals 
that increase in population in this 
world are man and the rat.

Email, 26 Sep 2016
Keith Whitfi eld, Woy Woy

Speaking for 
animal lovers

A retirement village in Umina 
has held a Country and 
Western Day on September 
27, In celebration of Country 
Music Month.

Peninsula Village played host to 
bush poet Carol Heuchan, singer 
Steve Richards, and the Umina 
Kids Club.

The Country and Western Day 
provided residents an opportunity 
to enjoy live entertainment, spend 
time with old friends, meet new 
ones and enjoy a BBQ lunch.

Ms Heuchan, formerly a horse 
riding teacher and show horse 
judge, performed her award-
winning bush poetry in the main 
hall at the village.

The village regularly holds 
entertainment days, enriching their 
social wellbeing and providing 
cultural experiences for its 
residents.

Chief executive offi cer Mr 
Shane Neaves said that there had 
been a lot of buzz surrounding the 
Country and Western Day.

“We have a lot of poetry fans 
here at Peninsula Villages.

“Everyone was looking forward 
to seeing Carol perform her famous 
bush poetry,” Mr Neaves said.

“The Umina Kids Klub also 
performed a play for the residents.

“It will be wonderful to see 
the children engaging with the 
community and our residents 
always get so much joy from 
seeing the kids,” Mr Neaves said.

Media release, 26 Sep 2016
Katey Small, Brilliant Logic

Poetry performed 
at retirement village

Getting off drugs is torture. 
Three months in one of our
beds gets kids clean.
Please donate to support our live-in programs, 
giving addicted children their lives back.  
We’ll buy more beds in more residences to 
take in more kids. It’s as simple as that. 

Call 1800 151 045 or visit www.noffs.org.au

Residents enjoy the festivities

Residents enjoy the festivities

The Bouddi Arts Foundation 
has awarded more than 
$24,000 to young artists 
following its annual auditions 
for creative young Central 
Coast artists.

Thirty local shortlisted artists, 
fi lm makers and screenwriters, 
classical musicians, musical 
theatre performers, songwriters, 
jazz musicians, photographers and 
ceramicists were judged by panels 
of adjudicators.

Twelve winners will be 
showcased and awards totalling 
over $21,000 presented at a 
special event at Wagstaffe Hall on 
Saturday, November 5.

Bouddi Foundation chairman Mr 
John Bell noted that adjudicators 
were bowled over by the wealth of 
talent and enthusiasm on display 

by fi nalists including from Empire 
Bay, Umina, and Woy Woy.

Expert judges this year included 
for visual arts the artists Peter 
Godwin Sandi Phillips, Terry Baker, 
art curator Gavin Wilson, Ian 
Provest and Jordan Richardson.

The dance adjudicator was 
Nicky Castle of the Central 
Coast Conservatorium; classical 
and contemporary music was 
appraised by Philip Walker, Philip 
Mortlock and Kim Ransley, Joy 
Park and John Bell.

Veteran fi lm maker David 
Elfi ck judged fi lmmakers and 
screenwriters.

Accompaniment for the 
performers by Narelle Jones 
ensured successful auditions.

Media release, 26 Sep 2016
Joy Park, Bouddi 

Foundation for the Arts

Foundation awards

2015 Grant Winner puppeteer Gabrielle Paananen introduces one of her 
creations to Foundation chairman John Bell
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A. Wegner
DENTURE CLINIC
30 YEARS IN BUSINESS

HAVING 
DIFFICULTIES WITH 
YOUR DENTURES?

www.wegnerdentureclinic.com.au

All Dentures, Repairs & Relines

After Hours & Weekend Appointments Available

DVA Patients & Health Fund Accredited 

Off Street Parking & Wheelchair Access

No Referral Needed

66 Ocean Beach Road, Woy Woy66 Ocean Beach Road, Woy Woy

4341 8888

LOCALLY OWNED AND LOCALLY MANUFACTURED

Mention this Ad 
for your FREE 
consultation!

Carolyn Purtle 
Naturopath 

Nurse & Midwife 
Natural Fertility 

Preconception Care 
Women’s Health 

Pregnancy Massage 
Weight Management 

 

Now at Erina Fair 
Mobile: 0417 287 221 

Caring for your health & wellbeing…..caring for you 

Your Local Naturopath 

Over 25 years experience
Accredited ATMS

All Health Funds Rebates 

A Healthy Being A Healthy Being 

A Healthy Being A Healthy Being 

Peninsula Village at Umina 
will hold a free Family Day 
on Saturday, October 8, 
as an opportunity to invite 
community members of all 
ages to experience what the 
village is all about.

The Family Day will include 
free live entertainment, farmyard 
animals in a Kidz Zoo, a photo 
booth and jumping castle, as well 
as a barbecue and performances 

by magician Mr Lewis Ramsay.
Peninsula Village is a 

community-based non-profi t 
organisation, serving the needs of 
locals for more than 40 years.

Chief executive offi cer Mr 
Shane Neaves said that the Family 
Day was an opportunity to open 
the doors of Peninsula Village and 
give back to the community.

“For more than 40 years, we’ve 
been caring for older locals and 

providing a welcoming community 
for residents to feel safe and 
included,” said Mr Neaves.

“As a not-for-profi t organisation, 
we are also focused on serving the 
needs of the wider Peninsula and 
Central Coast community and are 
proud to enjoy strong relationships 
with a host of local schools, social 
clubs, sporting clubs and groups,” 
he said.

“Our Family Day is an 
opportunity to invite not just the 
families of our residents, but 
families within our local area, to 
pay a visit to Peninsula Village and 
enjoy a day of fun.

“Families will also have an 
opportunity to fi nd out more about 
the Peninsula Village’s difference, 
check out our facilities, interact 
with our residents and talk to our 
friendly staff and volunteers,” he 
said.

Community members are 
invited attend the Peninsula 
Village Family Day from 10:30am 
to 3:30pm at 91 Pozieres Ave, 
Umina.

Media release, 29 Sep 2016
Katey Small, Brilliant Logic

Peninsula Village 
will hold family open day

The Family Day is an opportunity for Peninsula 
Village to give back to the community

A program is for parents of 
10-18 year olds called Tuning 
in to Teens, while be held at 
the Peninsula Community 
Centre in coming weeks.

The free six-session program is 
based on “emotionally-intelligent” 
parenting.

The program will develop 
emotional intelligence by 
exploring: the ability to identify and 
understand one’s own emotions, 
understanding others’ emotions 
and responding with empathy, 
using emotional awareness as 
a guide when solving problems, 
dealing with frustration and being 
able to wait for an outcome, keeping 
distress from overwhelming the 
ability to think; and being in control 
of how and when to express 
feelings.

The aim of this program is 
to help parents improve their 
communication skills with their 
adolescent children and promote 
healthier emotional management 
for parents and teens.

Other program outcomes 
include teaching teens how to 
deal with confl ict and how to avoid 
problem behaviours.

Tuning in to Teens will take 
place in Meeting Room 5 of the 
Peninsula Community Centre, Woy 
Woy, from 7pm-9m on September 
28, October 4, 11, 18 and 25, and 
November 2.

Bookings are essential.
The program is run by Uniting 

Burnside and hosted by Coast 
Community Connections.

Media release, 25 Sep 2016
Louise Manson, Coast 

Community Connections

Program about 
tuning in to teens
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General Dentistry - Cosmetic Dentistry - Implant Dentistry - Children’s Dentistry

14 Railway St, Woy Woy - 4342 1080
& 289 West St, Umina - 4339 8020

woywoydc@gmail.com - www.woywoydental.com.au

PATIENT OFFER FOR PRIVATE DENTAL HEALTH INSURANCE PATIENTS 

No gap full comprehensive examination, clean, polish, x-ray, 

oral hygiene instruction and fl uoride treatment

Dental Implants Consultation and 3D Xray
• Single tooth replacement • Full mouth rehabilitation over 4-6 implants

• Implant supported dentures • Improve your quality of life
Ask about Invisalign, braces, orthodontic services

Try our range of affordable options for implants and denture stabilization

BULK BILLING FOR CHILDREN UNDER 
MEDICARE CHILD DENTAL BENEFITS SCHEME.

NO OUT OF POCKET EXPENSE

($1,000 Free Dental Care for children age 2 to 17)

Call us for a Consultation - Proudly 

servicing the Peninsula for 16 years

Saturday Appointments available

Across from Woy Woy Train Station

NOW OPEN IN UMINA BEACH

DYSLEXIA OR 
LEARNING 

DIFFICULTIES?
Some children experience 

reading and learning diffi culties 
as a result of visual perception 

problems caused by
Irlen Syndrome/Scotopic 

Sensitivity
Irlen Syndrome can 
cause Dyslexia and 

diffi culties with:

• Spelling
• Writing
• Comprehension
• Concentration
• Fatigue
• Eye Strain

IRLEN DIAGNOSTIC 
CLINIC NEWCASTLE

Appointments available in Wyong
When: 14 October 2016 - Where: Nexus Smart Hub 
Business Centre - 4 Amy Close, North Wyong 2259
Ph: 02 4955 6904

A “Hearing Bus” will visit 
Woy Woy in October to offer 
free hearing checks and raise 
hearing health awareness.

Visitors to the bus will fi nd 
information on a range of common 
hearing issues and view a display 
of easy-to-use hearing devices 
for around the home, including 
headsets for watching TV and alert 
systems for doorbells.

Manager of Australian Hearing 
Woy Woy, Mr Matthew Reid, said 
age-related hearing loss develops 
gradually so it is common for 
people to be unaware their hearing 
is diminishing.

“A hearing check is a quick and 
easy way to measure the sounds 
you can and can’t hear,” Mr Reid 
said.

“Our team will also be on hand 
to guide you through what next 
steps you may have to take in 
regards to your hearing,” he said.

 “Not everyone who is 
experiencing problems hearing 
needs a hearing aid.

“Sometimes it’s just hearing the 
TV at normal volumes, hearing 
your doorbell, or hearing your 
friends on the phone that’s the 
problem,” Mr Reid said.

The Australian Hearing bus 
will be outside Woolworths on 
Blackwall Rd, Woy Woy, from 
October 18 to 20.

No appointment is necessary, 
and Australian Hearing will provide 
hearing checks to any interested 
adults who visit the bus on the day.

Media release, 20 Sep 2016
Grace Gabriel, Australian Hearing

Free 
hearing 
checks 
offered

The Hearing Bus will be in Woy Woy in October
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(02) 4357 8444
www.ccmow.com.au

Delicious Meals  Free Delivery 
Social Support

Proudly catering to the
Central Coast community
for almost 50 years.

Sponsored by

Sales - Service - Repairs of all types of Mobility Equipment                            
& daily living aids 

�� Mobility Scooters 
�� Lift Chairs 
�� Electric Wheelchairs 
�� Electric Beds 
�� Rollators /Walkers 
�� Walking Frames & Sticks 
�� Wheelchairs 

�� Shower Chairs & Stools 
�� Arm & Leg gloves 
�� Over Toilet Aids 
�� Crutches & Reachers 
�� Kylie Sheets 
�� Cushions & Pillows 
�� Moon Boots & Supports 

 

DVA Contractor Approved                           

Plus Much More! 

 4342 5308 3 Blackwall Rd,  Woy Woy 
www.mobilityhireandsales.com.au 

WE HAVE MOVED!

UMINA
South Street Dental

Teeth for Life

Cosmetic Smiles

Teeth Whitening

Children and Adults

Complex Reconstruction

Implants

Dentures

Medicare Vouchers / Teen Vouchers welcome
Veterans’ Affairs welcome

HICAPS, EFTPOS and major 
Credit Cards Accepted

Accessible ground fl oor access 
with plenty of parking

Mario Reznik
BDS - 1st Class Honours (Syd)

Dip, Clinical Dentistry-Oral Implants (Syd)

Dental Surgeon

Umina Beach

52 South Street Umina Beach

4344  6699

Umina Beach Public School 
has had a visit by member of 
the Australian men’s Rugby 
7’s Olympic team, Jesse 
Parahi.

Jesse visited the school to talk 
to the students in Years 3 to 6 
about his experiences at the 2016 
Rio Olympic Games.

Parahi was then reunited with 
young student Luke who had given 
Jesse his lucky Hulk toy to take 
with him to the Rio Games.

He carried the toy with him at all 
times and had sent photos back to 
Luke during his time in Rio.

During his recent visit, Jesse 
fi nally returned the toy to Luke and 
thanked the student for his support.

Newsletter, 6 Sep 2016
Paul Farrugia, Umina 
Beach Public School

Rugby Sevens 
Olympian visits school

Jesse Parahi with Umina student Luke

Star on 
the rise

Ettalong Public School Year 
6 student, Jardean Hinchliffe, 
has won the September Stars 
on the Rise award.

The award is sponsored by 
the Central Coast Council, local 
radio station SEA FM and Fairplay 
Entertainment.

Jardean has also been selected 
to commence Year 7 at the 
Newtown School of Performing 
Arts in 2017.

Newsletter, 13 Sep 2016
Lynn Balfour, Ettalong 

Public School

The Ettalong Public School’s 
Science Committee brought 
a planetarium to the school 
on September 12 and 13.

“Students were absolutely 
amazed at the 360 degree view 
of our solar system,” said relieving 
principal Ms Lynn Balfour.

“Their experiences were out of 
this world as they learned how the 
solar system evolved and how we 
can best protect our planet,” Ms 
Balfour said.

Newsletter, 13 Sep 2016
Lynn Balfour, Ettalong 

Public School

Planetarium 
at school

Umina Beach Public Schools 
boys’ touch football team 
successfully won their fourth 
round match against Erina 
Heights Public School with 
the fi nal score being 8-5.

The boys will go on to play the 
fi fth round.

If successful, it will move on to 
play in the fi nal rounds in Sydney.

Newsletter, 6 Sep 2016
Paul Farrugia, Umina 
Beach Public School

Fourth round win

Students from each year at 
Pretty Beach Public School 
have taken part in the annual 
Premier’s Spelling Bee over 
the past few weeks.

The winners of the junior 
and senior competitions have 
been fi nalised and students will 

represent Pretty Beach Public 
School

Four Pretty Beach students 
have made it through to the next 
stage of the competition.

Newsletter, 8 Sep 2016
Deborah Callendar, Pretty 

Beach Public School

Students compete 
in spelling bee
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WWoytopia festival
Old Man River � Dr Goodvibe � Tim Hall (The Whitlams)

� food stalls � chai tent � eco-market � green talks

� Jake Cassar � Walkabout Wildlife Park � plant

giveaway � kids’ fun including circus play, silent disco,

wildlife shows, go-karts, soccer, storytelling and more…

full program: www.woytopia.info

Sunday 9 October 2016
Woy Woy South school, Waterloo Ave

9am-3pm � free entry
(cycle to the festival with the ‘Woytopia Bike Bus’ - see website for times)

Woytopia is organised by the Peninsula Environment Group (peg.org.au)

Woytopia is supported by…

sustainable living � music � community



Page 22 - Peninsula News - 4 October 2016 

Education

All aspects 
of small 

building work 
and property 
maintenance

Now servicing 
Gosford and 

surrounding areas
25 years building experience 

0414 486 515
NSW Building Lic #215846c

If you can’t wait to get your copy
read it online!

If you lent yours to someone that won’t 
give it back - read it online!

Missed an edi� on or want to re-read 
something - read it online!

Simply go to www.peninsulanews.info
They’re all there and it’s FREE
Want to share something you 

fi nd really interes� ng, see 
www.coastcommunitynews.com.au

Places are now available 
at Woy Woy and Umina 
Libraries for the Reading 
Buddy program during Term 
Four (October to December).

Aimed at developing the literacy 
skills of school-aged children 
and fostering a love of reading, 
the program matches students 
one-on-one with Reading Buddy 
volunteers from the community.

Council’s library services 
coordinator Ms Michelle Swan-
Beardmore said Reading Buddy 
programs have been shown to 
enhance literacy outcomes in 
young people around the globe.

“The Reading Buddy program 
is so successful because children 
enjoy quality time and the 
undivided attention of an adult 
dedicated to helping them improve 
their literacy skills and encourage 
their enjoyment for reading,” said 
Ms Swan-Beardmore.

“Children develop a real rapport 
with their Reading Buddy and our 

volunteers gain just as much from 
the program as the students do.

“Previous term programs have 
been fully booked out, proving the 
program’s popularity and value 
with both volunteers and students.”

The program consists of 
bookings for half an hour per week, 
every week for the 10-week school 
term.

Some volunteers opt to be 
partnered with more than one 
student per term.

Volunteers receive training prior 
to commencing the program and 
are subject to all the necessary 
checks.

Anyone looking to be a part 
of the Term Four Reading Buddy 
program either as a volunteer or 
to book in their child can contact 
Council’s Outreach Services 
Librarian on 0447 162 210 or by 
email to elizabeth.robertson@
centralcoast.nsw.gov.au

Media release, 29 Sep 2016
Michelle Swan-Beardmore, 

Central Coast Council

Reading program 
places available

Students from Woy Woy 
Public School competed 
in the PSSA Zone Athletics 
Carnival on August 22.

The large number of students 
proudly represented their school 
with hard work and excellent 
behaviour, according to relieving 

principal Mr Dan Betts.
Anwar El-Kurdi and Lahni 

Moore achieved personal best 
times in their races, and have been 
selected to attend the Regional 
Athletics Carnival.

Newsletter, 23 Sep 2016
Dan Betts, Woy Woy Public School

Students 
compete in zone 

athletics

Pretty Beach Public School 
students recently joined over 
80 students from 11 public 
schools to compete in the in 
the four stages of the Zone 
Public Speaking Finals.

The standard of speeches was 
outstanding, according to Pretty 
Beach principal Ms Deborah 
Callendar.

“Eight representatives from 
Pretty Beach Public School 

participated in the event,” Ms 
Callendar said.

One Pretty Beach Public 
School student received a Highly 
Commended award in the stage 
one competition.

The Pretty Beach Public School 
debating team also recently 
travelled to Biddabah Public 
School to represent the school 
in the fi rst round of the debating 
competition at Zone level.

The team was given the 

affi rmative side to debate the 
topic “All primary school students 
should learn how to play a musical 
instrument”.

“It was a tough debate and 
although the students lost by one 
point, they displayed excellent 
behaviour at all times and were 
gracious in their defeat,” Ms 
Callendar said.

Newsletter, 8 Sep 2016
Deborah Callendar, Pretty 

Beach Public School

Public speaking fi nals
 The Pretty Beach Public School debating team

Eight speakers represented Pretty Beach Public School at the Zone Public Speaking fi nals
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For FITNESS, FUN and FRIENDSHIP
GOSFORD SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCERS

holds a class every Wednesday from 7 to 10pm at the
Church of Christ Hall, Henry Parry Drive, Wyoming

No partner necessary
No special clothes - just soft shoes
Lively music
New dancers welcome
Janice on 4388 2253
Sandra on 4392 8716
$7 per Night Come and join in on the fun!

The Fletcher Gallery
ART CLASSES + WORKSHOPS

AT SPRINGFIELD
PRIVATE TUITION

FOR DETAILS CONTACT 
ZOE FLETCHER

www.zoefl etcher.com 
4324 2801 or 0497 766 522

zoefl etcher_1@hotmail.com

Computer Guy
That

4320 6148

WE FIX WE FIX 
COMPUTERS!COMPUTERS!

Volunteers are being sought 
to run ethics classes in 
Peninsula primary schools.

Public primary schools on the 
Peninsula are among a growing 
number of schools in NSW which 
now offer philosophical ethics 
classes for children from kindy to 
year 6.

Umina Beach, Ettalong, Woy 
Woy, Woy Woy South, Empire Bay 
and Pretty Beach Public Schools all 
offer ethics programs for students 
and the hunt for volunteer teachers 
is on as waitlists for classes are 
growing.

Ethics classes are discussion-
based and are facilitated by trained 
volunteer teachers.

Parents, grandparents and 
members of the general community 
are invited to apply to be ethics 
teachers through the approved 
charity Primary Ethics.

“It’s a rewarding way to be 
involved in your local school,” said 
Ms Sue Ellis, who teaches a weekly 
class of eight to 10 year olds at 
Umina Beach Public School. 

“This term we discussed being 
selfi sh, disagreeing respectfully, 
and bragging,” Ms Ellis said.

“The students have lots of 
interesting opinions and learn from 
each other,” she said.

Ethics classes are available 
for students who would normally 
attend “non-scripture” during the 
Special Religious Education (SRE/
SEE or ‘scripture’) timeslot.

In ethics classes, children 
explore a range of stories and 
scenarios, discussing what they 
ought to do, how they ought to 
live, the kind of society they should 

have and what kind of person each 
of us should strive to be.

“I recommend it to anyone 
who is interested in helping kids 
develop their reasoning skills,” 
said Ms Ellis.

Ethics is a branch of philosophy 
that examines ethical concepts 
and issues, asking what is right or 
wrong in particular circumstances.

The curriculum has been written 
for Primary Ethics and comprises a 
wide range of topics that primary-
aged children find interesting.

Students learn to think about 
these ethical matters together and 
engage in the give-and-take of 
reasoned argument.

This process allows children to 
properly consider other people’s 
points of view and to be sincere, 
reasonable and listen respectfully 
in dealing with their diferences and 
disagreements. 

It’s not only ethics teachers who 
are needed to run these programs 
successfully.

Each school also needs its own 
ethics coordinator, who has the role 
of school liaison and to support the 
school’s ethics teachers.

There is also a volunteer 
regional manager, who manages 
the programs right across the 
Peninsula.

Anyone interested in 
volunteering to be a local 
Primary Ethics teacher can visit 
the Primary Ethics website at 
primaryethics.com.au or contact 
the Regional Manager for Primary 
Ethics at bouddicoast-region@
primaryethics.com.au.

Media release, 19 Sep 2016
Heidi McElnea, Primary Ethics

Volunteers sought to 
run ethics classes

Year 6 students from Woy 
Woy Public School have 
taken part in an educational 
tour in Canberra with a 
focus on Australia’s history, 
culture, heritage and 
democracy.

The students visited The 
Australian Institute of Sport, The 
Australian Mint, Questacon, 
The Australian War Memorial, 
Parliament House, The National Art 
Gallery, Regatta Point Exhibition 
Centre, The National Dinosaur 

Museum and participated in an 
electoral education program at the 
Old Parliament House.

To assist families in meeting 
the costs of the excursion, the 
Government contributed funding 
of $20 per student under the 
Parliament and Civics Education 
Rebate program.

The rebate is paid directly to 
the school after the excursion has 
been completed.

Newsletter, Sep 23, 2016
Dan Betts, Woy Woy Public School

Students visit 
Canberra

The Woy Woy Public School 
girl’s football team is only 
two wins away from being 
crowned State Champions.

The team has made it into 
the semi-fi nals in the State Cup 
knockout competition played by 
up to 900 public schools from all 
around NSW.

To make it into the fi nal four, 
Woy Woy had to win eight matches 

against teams from the Central 
Coast and as far away as Yamba.

Although from a relatively small 
school, the girls, ranging in ages 
from eight to 12 are proof that 
determination, raw talent and team 
work can get you there.

Coached by Mr Peter Graham, 
the school scored 28 goals and 
only conceded three.

The school came second in this 

competition last year.
To gain at least a semi-fi nal 

position two years in a row is a rare 
achievement in primary school 
competitions.

The team will travel to Sydney 
on October 17 to play the two 
decider matches.

Media release, 20 Sep 2016
Tracey Lowden, Ettalong 

Bowling Club

Girls football team 
vies for State title

 The Woy Woy Public School girl's football team
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Open 7 Days, BYO 
Lunch - 11.30am to 3.00pm
Dinner - 5.00pm to 10.00pm

www.kbthai.com.au - 4341 0441 - 4343 1392
Opposite Catholic Church at Woy Woy

O

KB THAIKB THAI
Traditional Thai, affordable

Dine in Takeaway

Online order - 
download our App

Everything cooked fresh to order.

In a remake of a 1936 fi lm 
about Woy Woy, local fi lm 
maker Mr Noel Sadler has 
attempted to show the area’s 
modern-day natural beauty 
and lifestyle.

The idea for his soon-to-
be-released fi lm, Peninsular 
Paradise, was presented to Mr 
Sadler by Umina resident Ms 
Vivien Sale, who is now the 
project’s executive producer.

“When Vivien Sale fi rst 
approached me about the idea of 
fi lming Peninsular Paradise, there 
was no script, only an idea,” Mr 
Sadler said.

“After our fi rst pre-production 
meeting, it was decided that 
Peninsular Paradise was to be a 
remake of the old 1936 fi lm Woy 
Woy: The Venice of Australia, with 
a 21st Century twist,” he said.

“Using footage of this old 
black and white fi lm, the new 
fi lm is a story of how our lifestyle 
has changed over 80 years, but 
also showing how our beautiful 
environment has not.

“What we have found 
researching the old fi lm, and what 
we fi lmed for the new production, 
is that the beaches, national parks, 
waterways and Lion Island are still 
as they were, to be enjoyed by us 
all and our future generations.

“A lot has changed over 80 
years and then there are things 
that have not and may never 
change such as the lifestyle here 
on the Peninsula, the fi shing, 
boating and a great sense of 
belonging,” he said.

The 1936 fi lm, Woy Woy: 
the Venice of Australia, told of 
the Peninsula being the jewel 
of Australia’s tourist industry, a 
mecca to all motorists.

There was no end to the 
delights of a holiday on the 
Peninsula, the trains from Sydney 
were always packed.

It was standing room only to 
travel to Woy Woy, described 
as an unpretentious fi shing 
settlement, on a glorious natural 
harbour called Brisbane Water.

“Nowadays you often read 
comments such as, ‘the Peninsula 
is now part of the faceless urban 
sprawl that blights Australia’s east 
coast’, or ‘one only sees grim-
faced commuters and geriatric 
lawn bowlers’.

“Not so,” Mr Sadler said.
“The Peninsula has even more 

to offer nowadays than in the 
1930s.

“There is the fi shing and boating 
we have always had, but there 
are the Ettalong Markets, a large 
selection of restaurants along 
with entertainment venues, lots of 
options for travel on the water to 
enjoy with the Palm Beach ferries 
and the Central Coast Ferry that 
now conducts history tours a from 
Gosford to the Hawksbury River.

“No, we don’t have the big 
theme parks but we do have a 
relaxed lifestyle.

“I once read in a local tourist 
document for the Peninsula that 
no matter where you go on the 
Peninsula, you usually fi nd the 
sun shining down on sparkling 
water, your personal invitation 
from Mother Nature.

“How true is that statement?
“Not only is it a great place to 

visit but a fantastic place to live 
and bring up your kids as we did.

The weather was true to form 
during the eight months of fi lming 
for the new Peninsular Paradise.

“As with all fi lm projects that 
have a lot of outside on location 
fi lming, the biggest issues is the 
weather.

“With Peninsular Paradise, 
the whole story is about a one 
day visit to the Peninsula looking 
at the attractions and how the 
Peninsula has changed over the 

past 80 years.
“Peninsular Paradise required 

almost 20 days of fi lming, some 
being only part days, but each day 
of fi lming had to be a bright sunny 
day so that the fi nished project 
looks like it was all fi lmed in just 
one day just like the old 1936 fi lm.

“I ended up with the name 
weather man from the crew as 
each day booked for on location 
fi lming always turned out to be a 
clear sunny day even throughout 
the winter months,” he said.

Mr Sadler’s obsession with 
fi lmmaking began when he was 
about 15 when he bought his fi rst 
camera, a Super Eight.

“It wasn’t long before I started 
working as a camera assistant for 
a regional TV network.

“In those days, the cameras 
used 16mm fi lm, not video or 
media fi les.

“It was very expensive shooting 
on fi lm and you could not waste 
the fi lm by recording more than 
you needed for the story.

“Today media fi les can be 
reused over and over making 
the cost of recording a fraction of 
what it used to cost and you can 
play back what you just recorded 
instantly.”

Mr Sadler has produced 
television commercials and a 
large number of business and 
corporate video projects and 
documentaries.

He has won a number of 

national video awards for music 
video projects.

Cinema Paradiso has agreed 
to host the premiere of the new 
fi lm and the black tie, red carpet 
affair has already been booked 
out for the evening of Wednesday, 
October 26.

Cinema Paradiso has also 
agreed to put the fi lm on its 

cinema program for the two weeks 
following the premiere.

DVD copies of the documentary 
will be available through local 
retail outlets and at the Oyster 
Festival in Ettalong in November.

Media statement, 28 Sep 2016 
Noel Sadler, Skip Film Productions

Reporter: Jackie Pearson

Remake of 1936 fi lm shows Peninsular Paradise

Umina Beach painter Ms 
Elsie Winkel has held an 
exhibition at a restaurant in 
Norah Head.

The 83-year-old artist sold 20 
of her paintings at the Shorethyme 
Restaurantand received another 
seven commissions for her work.

Ms Winkel, who has been 
painting for the past 54 years, is a 
self-taught artist.

“I never had the opportunity to 
train offi cially, but I trust my own 
instincts,” she said.

Ms Winkel has honed her skills 
by attending workshops over 
the years, where she has met a 
number of like-minded artists and 
infl uential teachers, such as the 
late Mr Brian Hasler of Bateau Bay.

“He gave me the courage to 
step outside the square,” she said.

Ms Winkel said she enjoys 
capturing local scenes, such as 
Ettalong Point and Lion Island, 
as well as animals, birds and 
countryside landscapes.

Locals may be familiar with 
Ms Winkel, who paints along 
the sidewalk of Ocean View Rd, 
Ettalong, on the fi rst and third 
Saturday each month.

Painting fi ve days a week, it 
takes Ms Winkel eight months 
to create between 30 and 35 
paintings a year.

Ms Winkel has lived in Umina 
Beach for the past 25 years, 
deciding to make the move in 
her husband’s retirement after 
spending years holidaying in the 
area.

Interview, 29 Sep 2016
Elsie Winkel, Umina Beach
Reporter: Jasmine Gearie

Painter exhibits at 
Norah Head

John Singer SARGENT
USA, 1856-1925
Lady Agnew of Lochnaw 1982
oil on convas

Scottish National Gallery
Purchased with the aid of the Cowan 
Smith Bequest Fund, 1925

Scenes from the fi lming of Peninsular Paradise
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The Good Morning Ettalong show 
delivers the ultimate in 
 daytime entertainment. 

Ticket price includes lucky door & raffle 
ticket, lunch, dessert, bingo, the GME 

show band, hosts and of course incredibly 
talented artists!�

TUESDAY 25th OCTOBER 
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FALLON & 
 REBECCA HAYES�

FIRST SATURDAY FIRST SATURDAY OF THE OF THE MONTHMONTH
RESIDENT BANDRESIDENT BAND

BLUESANGELS BLUESANGELS 
This month’s special This month’s special 
guest artistguest artist

NOV 5th - 7pm till 11pmNOV 5th - 7pm till 11pm

FIRST SATURDAY FIRST SATURDAY OF THE OF THE MONTHMONTH
RESIDENT BANDRESIDENT BAND

BLUESANGELS BLUESANGELS 
This month’s special This month’s special 
guest artistguest artist

TBATBATBATBA
NOV 5th - 7pm till 11pmNOV 5th - 7pm till 11pm

The Woytopia sustainable 
living festival is back on 
again on Sunday, October 9, 
with live music, market stalls, 
food, talks and children’s 
entertainment.

This is the fi fth Woytopia festival 
and it has grown into one of the 
Peninsula’s best family days out, 
according to event manager Mr 
Mark Mann.

“This year’s music line-up 
is headlined by Old Man River, 
aka Ohad Rein, with his blend of 
melodic folk-soul-pop, and Central 
Coast favourites Dr Goodvibe, 
featuring the laid-back funky 
grooves of singer-guitarist Edu 
Valk and Christian Marsh, probably 
Australia’s fi nest harmonica player.

“There’s also jazz-electronica 
from Sydney duo Triage, Tim Hall 
(formerly of The Whitlams and 
Chakradiva), multi-instrumentalist 
Paul Robert Burton and jazz-
cabaret classics from Alan French 
and Roz Phillips, plus some of the 
Peninsula’s best emerging young 
musicians.”

A full program of activities and 
entertainment for kids includes 
Walkabout Wildlife Park’s reptile 
rampage show, JoJo’s circus 
play space, hula-hooping, soccer, 
storytelling, Indian dancing, 
creative craft and ‘nature play’, go-
karts, bouncy castle, facepainting, 

a silent disco and even archery.
You’ll fi nd clothes, bodycare, 

jewellery, local organic produce 
and more in the Woytopia ‘eco-
market’.

This year, the festival organisers 
have added extra food stalls, 

extending the choice to paella, 
pizza, Vietnamese and vegan 
tacos, as well as the popular 
Woytopia eco-BBQ, where you 
can try crocodile, kangaroo or emu 
sausages.

For a sweet treat, there’s 

churros and home-made cakes 
and other goodies at the Woytopia 
chai tent.

For the eco-minded, there’s a 
range of green living talks.

This year the focus is on 
planet-friendly gardening, with 

talks and stalls offering advice 
on permaculture, composting, 
keeping native bees and chickens, 
worm farms, growing herbal plants 
and soil fertility, as well as stalls 
selling native plants and organic 
seedlings, and a free native plant 
giveaway.

The festival begins at 9am with 
Gavi Duncan conducting a smoke 
ceremony, then Gavi and Phil Bligh 
will discuss Aboriginal attitudes to 
the environment, followed by Jake 
Cassar’s bushtucker show. 

Drumbala will close the day with 
a drum circle.

Woytopia is organised by the 
Peninsula Environment Group 
and aims to be a truly eco-friendly 
event, powered by renewable 
energy and with all waste 
composted or recycled.

This year you can also cycle to 
the festival with the Woytopia Bike 
Bus starting at 9am at Gosford 
pool.

Woytopia Festival will be held 
on Sunday, October 9, from 9am 
to 3pm; at Woy Woy South Public 
School, Waterloo Ave, Woy Woy.

The event is free, but a gold 
coin donation will be appreciated.

Visit the event’s website 
www.woytopia.info for further 
information.

Media release, 28 Sep 2016
Mark Mann, Peninsula 

Environment Group

Woytopia to feature live music, stalls and talks

Something for everyone at Woytopia 2016



Directory - Not for profi t Community Organisations
Art & Culture

Central Coast Art Society 
Weekly paint-outs 
Tues 4369 5860.

Workshops 9.30am 1st & 3rd 
Wed Gosford City Art Centre 

4363  1156.
Social Meetings 1.30pm 4th 

Wed for demonstrations 
publicity@artcentralcoast.asn.au

4325 1420

Central Coast 
Handweavers,

Spinners and Textile 
Arts Guild

Spinning and weaving, 
patchwork and quilting, felting 

and other fi bre and fabric 
crafts, community quilting bees 

Day and Night Groups
4325 4743

www.cottagecrafts.net.au

Central Coast 
Potters Society

Running classes, workshops, 
demonstrations, exhibitions 
and social events - Annual 

exhibitions in May and 
December

info@ccpotters.org
4324 5343

Ettalong Beach Art 
& Crafts Centre

Adult classes in Pottery 
Watercolours, Oils, Acrylics, 

Pastels, Silvercraft, 
Patchwork & Quilting

Children’s Art & Pottery
Mon – Sat 10am – 3pm

4341 8344
madogis@hotmail.com

Point Clare Art & Craft
Wed - Adult Art Class

Wed & Fri - Adult Crafts
Bunka Embroid, Cards, 

Crotchet, Cross Stitch $3
Point Clare Hall

10am - 12noon 4325 5007

Hospital Art 
Australia Inc.

Meet every Tue and Fri
9am-2pm - 109 Birdwood Ave, 
Umina - Painting and Canvas 
drawing. Volunteers welcome

hospitalartaustralia.com.au 
0431 363 347

Bushwalking
National Parks 

Association 
Central Coast

Twice weekly bush walks, 
varying distances and grades 

of diffi culty. Explore, enjoy 
scenery, fauna, fl oral, history. 

Keep fi t and make friends.
4389 4423 & 4332 7378&

Community Centres
Peninsula Community 

Centre
Cnr Ocean Beach Rd & 

McMasters Rd Woy Woy
Activities, programs and 

support groups for children, 
teens, adults and seniors 
including occasional care, 

playgroups, dance classes, 
karate, fi tness classes, 

youth services, gambling 
solutions, internet kiosk 

and social groups.
www.coastcommunityconnections.com.au

4341 9333

Ettalong 50+ Leisure 
& Learning Centre

Mon - Fri - Cards, Computer 
Lessons, Dancing, Indoor 

Bowls, Fitness, Handicrafts, 
Leatherwork, Line Dancing, 

Painting, Scrabble, Table 
Tennis, Tai Chi, Yoga, Darts

4341 3222
Community Groups

ABC “The Friends” Support 
group for Public Broadcaster.

Aims: Safeguard ABC’s 
independence, adequate 
funding, high standards.

Meetings through the year + 
social afternoons

Well-known guest speakers
www.fabcnsw.org.au
4341 5170

Central Coast 
Social Group

Social contact, entertainment 
events, new friendships, for 

30’s-60’s
Live music, house parties, 

dinners, BBQs, picnics, trips 
away etc.

Monthly Meet & Chat 
0422 243 101 

email cco30s@live.com.au

Central Coast 50+ 
Singles Social Group

Ladies & gents dinner, dancing - 
BBQs & socialising each w/end. 
Monthly programme for all areas 

4396 3640 or 0437 699 366
50pssg@gmail.com

Mingaletta Aboriginal 
Torres Strait Islander

Provides members and other 
groups a meeting place and 
referral hub for education, 

health, well-being and cultural 
programs.

Mon-Fri 9am - 4pm
6 Sydney Ave Umina

4342 7515
admin@mingaletta.com.au

Peninsula School 
for Seniors

 Community Centre, 
McMasters Road, Woy Woy
Discussions, rumikin, craft, 
history, walks, & coach trips 

Tues, Wed, Thur
4341 5984 or 4341 0800

Peninsula Village 
Playgroup

Carers, Grandparents, parents 
& children ‘Intergenerational 

Playgroup’
Tues 10-11.30am

4344 9199

Probus Club of Woy Woy
Friendship, Fellowship, 

and social functions 
for active retirees.
1st Wed - 10am

Everglades Country Club
4341 9195

Seniors Computer 
Club Central Coast
Classes held Monday to 

Friday for everyone over 50
Basics: Mon , Tues and 
Thurs 10am to 12noon

Different programs every day, 
10am to 12noon or 1pm to 3pm

Apple-Mac: Mon, Tues, Wed
All at our club rooms, Kincumber 

Neighbourhood Centre
Bookings or inquiries 

02 4369 5692

The Krait Club
Community Centre - Cooinda 
Village, Neptune St, Umina

10.30am For seniors. Gentle 
exercises, quizzes, games, 

social activities, guest 
speakers, entertainment and 

bus trips - 4344 3277

Umina Beach Men’s Shed
Men share a variety of tools, 

pursue interests and hobbies, 
spend time with other men and 

learn new skills
Darrell 4342 9606

Volunteering 
Central Coast 

Refers potential volunteers 
to community orgs. Supports 

both volunteers and community 
orgs. Training for volunteers & 

their managers. 4329 7122
recruit@volcc.org.au 

Wagstaffe to Killcare 
Community

Protect and preserve the 
environment & residential 

nature of the Bouddi Peninsula 
and to strengthen community 

bonds
2nd Mon, 7.30pm Wagstaffe 

Hall 4360 2945
info@wagstaffetokillcare.org.au@ g g

Health Groups
Al-Anon

If someone’s drinking is 
causing you problems...

Al-Anon can help
4344 6939

1300 252 666
Meetings Sat 2pm
Woy Woy Hospital 

Ocean Beach Road

Arthritis NSW
Woy Woy support group
Woy Woy Bowling Club

North Burge Road Woy Woy
3rd Tues 10.30am

1800 011 041

Better Hearing Australia 
- Central Coast

Hearing loss management
support and education.

7 groups across the Coast
Providing practical experience 

and confi dence
4321 0275

www.centralcoast.betterhearingaustralia.org.au

BlueWave Living
Woy Woy Community Aged 

Care facility providing residential 
aged care to the frail aged.
Permanent and respite care 
accommodation available.

Information 2nd and 
4th Tues - 11am 

4344 2599
reception@bluewaveliving.org.au

Central Coast Parkinson’s 
Support Group

We aim to help individuals and 
their families better manage living 

with Parkinson’s Disease
Guest speakers are a regular

feature of our meetings.
2nd Tue - 1.30pm

1800 644 189

Gambling Solutions
Gambling help counsellors 
providing free confi dential 

professional service to 
gamblers, family and friends.

Woy Woy, Kincumber, 
Gosford and The Entrance

4344 7992

GROW Support Groups
Small friendly groups formed to learn 
how to overcome anxiety, depression 
and loneliness and to improve mental 
health and well-being. Anonymous, 
free and open to all. Bring a support 

person if you like. Weekly meetings at 
Woy Woy, Bateau Bay and Wyong 

1800 558 268
www.grow.org.au

Meals on Wheels
Delicious meals delivered free

Join us for a midday meal
Help with shopping and 

cooking classes
4341 6699

Mary Mac’s Place
Providing hot, freshly cooked 
meals - Mon to Fri 11am-1pm 
with support, info & referrals 

4341 0584
marymacs@woywoycatholic.org.au

Overeaters 
Anonymous (OA)

12-step fellowship for those 
with eating disorders. No 
dues, fees, or weigh-ins.

Peninsula Com. Cntr, cnr. Mc 
Masters Rd & Ocean Beach 

Rd. Woy Woy, Fri 8pm
www.oa.org 

0412 756 446

ParaQuad
Specialist healthcare 

products home delivered for 
all continence, wound care, 

respiratory and nutrition 
requirements - Professional 

Clinic Support avail. 1300 886 
601

www.brightsky.com.au

Peninsula Village 
Wellness Centre
Offering holistic and 

complementary therapies 
including aromatherapy, 

massage and music therapy
4344 9199

Peninsula Village Meals
Delivered daily to your door

Nutritious, great for the elderly
4344 9199

Peninsula Village 
Carer’s Support Group 

For carers of loved ones with 
dementia - 1st Wed - 10 to 

11.30am 
Paula 4344 9199

Prostate Cancer Support 
Group (Gosford)

Last Fri, Terrigal Uniting Church, 
380 Terrigal Drive, Terrigal

9.30am to 12 noon 4367 9600
www.pcfa.org.au

Riding for the Disabled
Horse Riding as a therapy 
for those with intellectual or 

physical disabilities.

Volunteers required. No 
previous exp. necessary - 

School hours only. Mon to Sat 
4340 0388

stateoffi ce@rdansw.org.au

Schizophrenia and 
Bipolar Fellowship

For Schizophrenia/Bipolar/
Mental Health sufferers, 

family, carers and friends. .
1st Thur - 1pm Room 3 

Uniting Church Donnison St
Gosford 

4344 7989 or 4368 2214

Woy Woy Public 
Hospital Alliance

To restore medical services 
previously available & upgrade 
to a standard that meets with 

local needs.
2pm 2nd Sat St Lukes Church 
Hall, Blackwall Rd Woy Woy 

4344 4811

Woy Woy Stroke 
Recovery Club

Everglades Country Club
2nd Tues 11am

Company, up-to-date info, 
hydrotherapy, bus trips

4341 7177
Music

Brisbane Water Brass
Brass Band entertainment 
for the community playing 
all types of popular music.

Rehearsal every Tues
7.30pm-10pm
0419 274 012

Gosford Musical 
Society Minstrels
Entertain at various 

venues on the Coast 
seeking new members
Thur Night Laycock St 

North Gosford 4341 4210

Soundwaves
Men’s a-capella 4 part harmony 

chorus - all ages 7pm Mon. 
Central Coast Leagues Club

John 0413 276 698
jbthomson51@gmail.com

Troubadour Central 
Coast Folk, Traditional 

& Acoustic
Music and Spoken Word

Concerts, Ukulele 
meets, and Sessions

4th Sat 7pm CWA Hall 
Woy Woy 4342 6716

mail.info@troubadour.org.au@ g
Political Groups

Australian Labor Party
Political discussions, national, 

state and local government 
issues

Umina Ettalong Branch
2nd Mon Umina Beach Bowling 

Club 7.30pm 4342 3676
Ourimbah/ Narara Branch
Niagara Park Primary School 

7.30pm 1st Mon
0410 309 494

kyle.macgregor@hotmail.com
Woy Woy Branch

Everglades Country Club
7.30pm 2nd Mon 

0412 517 520
belindaneal@bigpond.com

Peninsula Day Branch
1pm 2nd Mon 

CWA Hall Woy Woy 
4341 9946

Central Coast Greens
Active regarding ecological 

sustainability, social & 
economic justice, peace & 
non-violence, grassroots 

democracy & getting Greens 
elected 

3rd Thur, 
centralcoast.nsw.greens.org.au
centralcoastgreens@gmail.com

Politics in the Pub 
Central Coast

Discussion of important political, 
social, economic, education, land 

philosophy issues in a non partisan 
manner - The Grange Hotel 4th 
Thur every month besides Decy

Service Groups
Lions Club of Woy Woy
1st and 3rd Mon. Woy Woy 

Leagues Club 
0478 959 895

Make new friends and have fun 
while serving your community.

Northern Settlement 
Services - Volunteers

Volunteers needed for friendly 
visits to the elderly in nursing 

homes.
People with a second language 

encouraged.
Training support provided

4334 3877
cvscc@nsservices.com.au

Rotary Clubs
International service club 

improves lives of communities 
in Aust. & o/seas. Fun-fi lled 

activities, fellowship and 
friendship. 

Rotary Club of Kariong
Phillip House, 21 Old Mount 
Penang Rd, Fri 7.15am 4340 

4529
kersuebay@philliphouse.com.au

Rotary Club of Umina Beach
Wednesdays 6.30pm

Everglades Country Club
0409 245 861

curleys@ozemail.com.au
0409 245 861

Rotary Club of Woy Woy
Tues 6pm Everglades 

Country Club.
Don Tee 0428 438 535
Special Interest
Brisbane Water 
Caravan Club

located on the Central Coast 
and looking for new members

www.bwcaravanclub.wix.com/bwcc
4344 4363

Biz Plus Networking 
Association

Business owners 
networking group.

Biz Networking breakfast 
every Thur 7:15am - 9am

Erina Leagues Club
Geoff Neilson

network@bizplus.com.au

Bridge
Duplicate Bridge Mon Tue Thur 

Fri Sat-12.15pm 
& Wed 9.15am 

Brisbane Water Bridge Club, 
Peninsula Community Centre

93 McMasters Rd.
Woy Woy

www.brisbane-water.bridge-club.org

Cash Housie
50 Games every Sat night 

Peninsula Community Centre, 
McMasters Rd, Woy Woy, 

7.30pm. Proceeds to Woy Woy 
Catholic Parish. 

wwcphousie@hotmail.com

Central Coast Family 
History Society Inc. 
Resources, information & 

advice to study your family’s 
history. 

1st Sat 1pm Lions Community 
Hall, 8 Russell Drysdale St, E. 

Gosford. 
www.centralcoastfhs.org.au

4324 5164

Central Coast 
Tenants’ Advice and 
Advocacy Service

Help with issues with landlords 
& real estate agents? Free 

telephone advice and advocacy 
for all tenants and residents in 

residential parks.
4353 5515

cctaas@hotmail.com 

Central Coast Lapidary 
Club, Minerals & Gems
Learn silverwork, cabochons, 
faceting, enamelling, stone 

fi eldtrips & fossicking.
Weekly Workshops 

Tues and Thurs 8.30am-2.30pm 
Thurs evening 6-10pm

10 Ourimbah Creek 
Rd Ourimbah
4362 2246

Central Coast
Rescue Unit 

Marine Education Courses. 
Radio Licenses, Boat Safety & 
Boat License & PWC License 

Tests, Navigation, Seamanship 
and Meteorology.

4325 7929 
www.vmrcc.org.au

Central Coast Soaring Club Inc
Gliding Club, Learn to fl y, 

Instruction FREE to members
Come and have an Air 

Experience Flight
All Welcome

14 and up for Training
Flying at Bloodtree Road 

Mangrove Mountain Thur, Sat, 
Sun ( weather permitting)

0412 164 082
0414 635 047

www.ccsoaring.com.au

Peninsula 
Environment Group
Environmental projects, 

(incl. Woytopia), 
Woy Woy community garden, 

social events, workshops, 
organic food buying group

www.peg.org.au

Woy Woy Judo Club
3 Classes every Tue & Fri

5.00pm to 8pm
Ettalong Leisure & 
Learning Centre

Min age 5 years old
0434 000 170

www.woywoyjudoclub.com

Veterans
National Malaya Borneo 

Veterans Association 
1st Sat F(except Jan) 1pm 

Ettalong Beach 
War Memorial Club, 

51-52 The Esplanade.
4342 1107

Vietnam Veterans’, 
Peacekeepers’ and 

Peacemakers’
Assist all veterans & families 

with pension & welfare issues. 
Mon & Wed 9am-1pm 4344 
4760 Cnr Broken Bay Rd & 

Beach St Ettalong.
centralcoastveterans@bigpond.com.

Woy Woy Ettalong 
Hardy’s Bay RSL 

Provide help with pensions and 
welfare etc.

Shop 5/382 Oceanview Rd 
Ettalong. Tues & Thurs 9am to 

1pm 4341 2594p
Women’s Groups
BPW Central Coast

Empowering women of all ages 
in the areas of work, education, 

well-being and friendship.
All women welcome to attend 

monthly dinner meetings.
Be enlightened. $40 covers 

two course meal and speaker.
0438 989 199

bpwcentralcoast@hotmail.com
www.bpw.com.au/central-coast

Country Women’s 
Association Woy Woy

Opposite Fisherman’s Wharf
Craft & Friendship

1st and 2nd Wed 10am
Meetings 4th Wed 10.30am 

4324 2621

Country Women’s 
Association Umina

Branch meeting 
1st Wed 10am 

Craft and Friendship
Other Weds 9am 

1st and 3rd Sun 12.30pm
0414 576 366 - 4344 1070

Gosford RSL 
Women’s Auxiliary

For women over 18 years.
Raise money for welfare of 
veterans and their families 
RSL Club, West Gosford
4th Mon 2pm 4323 7336

Peninsula Women’s 
Health Centre

Counselling, therapeutic and 
social groups, workshops, 

domestic violence and abuse 
issues. All services by women 

for women
4342 5905

www.cccwhc.com.au

WOWGIRLS Wave
of Wisdom

WOWGIRLS Wave of Wisdom 
connects women and local 

businesses around a common 
theme of wellbeing to share 
wisdom and explore life’s 

potential.
Regular PowWows, WOW 

Wisdom gatherings, WOW days 
and WOW courses.

www.wowgirls.com.au
info@wowgirls.com.au
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Entries in the Not For Profi t Community Organisations Directory are free. However, we require each organisation to subscribe to each newspaper to ensure 
that someone from that organisation keeps their entry up to date. Australia Post is about to increase their postage rates by over 42% and we can no longer 

continue to absorb these increases. Subscription rates have therefore needed to be increased from $50 to $75 for 25 editions.
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If you would like your Community Organisa� on 
listed here, see www.duckscrossing.org or 

www.centralcoastnewspapers.com for the forms or 
contact Central Coast Newspapers on - 4325 7369

w
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Sport

The Peninsula Diary of EventsThe Peninsula Diary of Events
For events in post code areas 2256 and 2257

If you’ve got something happening on the Peninsula over the next few weeks, let us know about it
 and we’ll list it here for you, for free. Contact details are on page 2. See the Coast Community News for events in post code 

areas 2250, 2251 & 2260 and the Wyong Regional Chronicle for events in  post code areas 2258, 2259, 2261, 2262 & 2263

Emergency
Ambulance, Police, Fire 000
Police Assistance Line 131 444
Crime Stoppers 1800 333 000
Woy Woy Police Station 4379 7399
Energy Australia 13 13 88
Gas Emergency 131 909
Gosford City Council 4325 8222
Marine Rescue NSW - 
Central Coast 4325 7929
SES - Storm and Flood 
Emergency 132 500

Aboriginal & Torres Strait 

Islander Organisations
Mingaletta 4342 7515
Aboriginal Home Care 4321 7215
Drug & Alcohol rehab 4388 6360

Accommodation
Dept. of Housing Gosford 4323 5211
Cassie4Youth 4322 3197
Coast Shelter 4325 3540
Pacifi c Link Com Housing 4324 7617
Rumbalara Youth Refuge 4325 7555
Samaritans Youth 
Services 4351 1922
Youth Angle • Woy Woy 4341 8830
Woy Woy Youth Cottage 4341 9027

Animal Rescue
Wildlife Arc 4325 0666
Wires 1300 094 737

Community Centres
Peninsula Community 
Centre 4341 9333
Men’s Shed Cluster Inc 0413 244 484

Counselling
Centacare: 4324 6403
Relationship Australia: 1300 364 277
Interrelate: 1800 449 118

Family and Relationships
Centacare Gosford 4324 6403 
Central Coast Family Support 
Service 4340 1099

Horizons (For men with children)  4351 5008
Uniting Care Burnside
  Gosford 1800 067 967

Health
Poisons Information 131 126
Ambulance Text Mobile 106
Ambulance GSM 112
Gosford Hospital 4320 2111
Woy Woy Hospital 4344 8444
Sexual Health @ Gosford 
Hospital 4320 2114
After Hours GP Help Line 1800 022 222

Legal & Financial Help
Financial Counselling 
Service 4334 2304
Tenants’ Advice and Advocacy 
Service 4353 5515
Woy Woy Court 4344 0111

Libraries
Gosford district:
 Umina Beach 4304 7333
 Woy Woy 4304 7555

Problems, 

Habits & Addiction
Alcoholics Anonymous 4323 3890
Narcotics Anonymous 4325 0524

Transport
Taxi 131 008
Busways 4368 2277
City Rail 131 500

Welfare Services
Gosford Family Support 4340 1585
Meals on Wheels 4341 6699 
Department of Community Services
 Gosford 4336 2400
The Salvation Army 4325 5733
Samaritans Emergency 
Relief 4393 2450
St Vincent De Paul Society 
HELPLINE 4323 6081

Peninsula directory Peninsula directory 
of services, contacts of services, contacts 

and support groups
Ambulance, 

Police, Fire 000

Tuesday, Oct 4
Tuning in to Teens, emotionally 

intelligent parenting program at 
Peninsula Community Centre 
from 7pm to 9pm

Wednesday, Oct 5
WOW Beach Day with the 

Gyuto Monks of Tibet, Umina 
Beach, 10am

Pure Sound, the Gyuto Monks 
of Tibet, Cinema Paradiso, 
Ettalong, 6:30pm

Saturday, Oct 8
Jimmy Barnes offi cial book 

signing, Book Bazaar Umina, 327 
West St, 10am

Peninsula Pacifi c Island 
Group Jumble Sale, Mingaletta 
Hall, Umina, selling bric-a-brac, 
cakes, sausage sizzle, Hula 
performance, 8am to 2pm

Jez Lowe, Troubadour Folk 
Club, CWA Hall Woy Woy

Katie Brianna and Adam 
Young, Hardys Bay Club

Sunday, Oct 9
Woytopia Festival, Woy Woy 

South Public School, 9am to 3pm

Tuesday, Oct 11
Tuning in to Teens, emotionally 

intelligent parenting program at 
Peninsula Community Centre 
from 7pm to 9pm

Thursday, Oct 13
Ben Woodham at Bayview 

Hotel, Woy Woy from 8pm

Friday, Oct 14
Origins, Spring is Here 

Exhibition featuring works from 
members of the Ettalong Beach 
Arts and Crafts Centre, East 
Gosford Community Gallery daily 
until October 23

Sunday, Oct 16
Umina Beach Markets, 9am 

to 3pm, Peninsula Recreational 
Precinct, Umina

Tuesday, Oct 18
Tuning in to Teens, emotionally 

intelligent parenting program at 
Peninsula Community Centre 
from 7pm to 9pm

Australian Hearing Bus visiting 
Woolworths, Woy Woy from 
8:30am to 3:30pm till Oct 20

Wednesday, Oct 19
Bays General Meeting, The 

Bays Community Hall from 
7:30pm

Saturday, Oct 22
Central Coast Council Garage 

Sale Trail

Tuesday, Oct 25
Tuning in to Teens, emotionally 

intelligent parenting program at 
Peninsula Community Centre 
from 7pm to 9pm

Wednesday, Oct 26
Peninsular Paradise fi lm 

premiere, Cinema Paradiso, 
Ettalong

Saturday, Oct 29
Open Day to celebrate 40 

years of public education, 
Umina Campus, Brisbane Water 
Secondary College, 10am to 
2pm followed by Gala Dinner at 
Everglades Country Club

Tuesday, Nov 1
Melbourne Cup Luncheon at 

Pearl Beach Memorial Hall

Wednesday, Nov 2
Tuning in to Teens, emotionally 

intelligent parenting program at 
Peninsula Community Centre 

 1st Grade Player of the Year Darcy Etrich dashes 
out of dummy half

Neither side gave an inch during a tense fi rst half at Woy Woy 

The supplementary number is ‘20’  The Roosters line up for the 
national anthem

Young Woy Woy fans have a chat with the Rooster 

Despite the 20-0 loss the local fans remained fi ercely loyal

Roosters centre Greg Wisham charges at the Roos line

Photos - Andrew Stark

Action from the First Grade Grand Final between Woy Woy and Wyong
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Classifi eds
ANTENNAS

BATHROOM

BOREWATER

BUILDER

CLEANING ELECTRICIANS

BOOKKEPING

DOORS&WINDOWS

DANCE ENTERTAINMENT

A Better Picture
Antenna & Digital 
Installations & Tuning
New home specialist

Credit cards OK
HAYWARD VIDEO

All areas
Gosford 4323 6367

Woy Woy 4344 4414
Warnervale 1800 244 456

0412 685 555

BKW
Electrical Services

Lic No:248126C
Lights - Fans - 
Power - Reno's 
Switchboards -
Security lights

No job too small
Call Ben on

0404 093 299

Carpentry 
- Building

over 30 years 
experience

Local know how - 
working with pride 

and honesty
Paul Skinner

Lic 62898c

0432 216 020
or 4339 2317

Your total acoustic 
blues/roots package, 
top to toe, and then 
some. Minnie the 
Moocher to Eagle 
Rock and on into indie 
roots, beatnik jazz, 
backhills bluegrass 
and prog folk. 
Available as duo, trio 
or band negotiable 
for your party, event 
or venue. 
tomfl ood@hotmail.com 

4324 2801

BluesAngels

Weston & Wilson 
Cleaning Services

Domestic, end of lease, 
holiday & vacate cleans.

Regular or one off. 
Fully insured, WWC & 

Police check avail.
From $35 hour.

Maryanne
0403 505 812

Same day service 
Guaranteed 

Lighting, Power Points, 
Phone & Data, 
Fault Finding, 

No job too small.
Seniors Discount.

Lic number 265652C

YOUR LOCAL 
ELECTRICIAN 

4308 6771

TJM Bathroom 
Renovations

Quality 
Workmanship at 
affordable prices

Call Tony

0411 678 203
tjmbathrooms.com.au

lic15642c

Carpenter
(Semi Retired)

Lic 1355c - Fully Insured

For all your home 
maintenance repairs 

and small jobs
contact Max Hull

for a friendly reliable 
service

4342 5893
0413 485 286

All quotes obligation free

AJ Donnellan
Carpenter & 

Joiner
For all your carpentry needs

Specialising in Joinery

Call Anthony

0419 611 637
Lic#R92786

30 Years
Experience

MGL 
CARPENTRY

Carpenter & Joiner
40yrs Experience

Decks, Pergolas, Doors, 
Windows etc

Fully Insured - Call Gary
0458 130 829

4341 1346
no labour & materials over $1000

Mobile Service

Mobile Service

Security : Entrance : Interior :

Bifold : Wardrobe Doors :

Alluminium Glass Sliding Doors and

Windows : Blinds : Awnings :

Alluminium Quickslat Screening :

Dog And Cat Doors : Fly Screens :

Locks : Wheels And Tracks 

ALL MAINTENANCE 
AND REPAIRS

Unit 1/14 Alma Avenue Woy Woy

4339 2424
0402 186 546

POLICE MASTERS LIC 409982903
SECURITY LIC 2E409965334

CARPENTRY JOINER LIC 256823C

Not For Profi t Organisations
Not for profi t organisations’ events 
advertisements are subsidised.

A mono 5cm advertisement only costs $20 + GST.
Each additional cm is only an additional $4 + GST, 

colour is $6 + GST and a photograph or logo is an 
additional $6 + GST.

Private advertisements
Private advertisements only cost $33. 

Each additional cm costs $6.60 as does colour, and a 
photograph or a logo.

Private advertisements need to be paid for at the time 
of booking.

Business rates
A one off advertisement only costs $40 + GST in 
mono and an extra $8 + GST for colour, a logo or 
a photograph.

Advertising on an ongoing basis attracts discounts if 
paid for in full in advance.

3 months $215 + GST, 6 months $385 + GST, 12 
months $700 + GST – Approximately $14 per week.

Having the same advertisement in one of the other 
Central Coast Newspapers as well attracts an additional 
10% discount for those advertisements.

If in the third paper as well, it will attract a 15% discount 
which drops to $11.50 + GST per week in that paper.

Artwork is free and advertisers are encouraged to 
change their advertisements frequently.

Online classifi ed advertising rates

Online only
GosfordClassifi eds.com.au is one of a network 
of 10 websites which form one of the largest 
independent online classifi eds network in NSW 
with over 350,000 annual visitors, over 80,000 
online advertisements and over 15,000 business 
advertisements. 

A premium VIP online business advertisement on 
GosfordClassifi eds.com.au only costs $299 + GST for 3 
months, $399 + GST for 6 months and, $499 + GST for 
12 months.

It costs a similar amount to go on any one of the other 
nine Sydney based websites as well, or only $1699 + GST 
for all sites for 12 months.

The other sites cover Bondi, Manly, Newtown, Cronulla, 
South Sydney, St George, West Sydney, North Sydney, 
Wollongong and suburbs surrounding those areas.

All that we require for you to have an online advertisement 
such as this is: 1) Heading for the advertisement; 2) Text 
for the body; and, 3) Up to 3 images if required i.e. logos 
etc.

Combined online and 
print advertising

Combined print and online packages have been 
created providing further discounts.

 Having a Gosford classifi eds premium on line 
advertisement plus a printed advertisement in one 
newspaper will only cost $495 + GST for 3 months, $695 
+ GST for 6 months and $999 + GST for 12 months.

Having it in two newspapers as well as online costs 
$595 + GST for 3 months, $995 + GST for 6 months and 
$1499 + GST for 12 months.

To be in all three newspapers as well as online costs 
$795 + GST for 3 months, $1395 + GST for 6 months and 
$1899 + GST for 12 months. 

See page 2 for contact details. 
All newspaper advertisements have a minimum 
of two weeks’ shelf life.

Prices for classifi ed 
advertisements in these pages 

come in three categories

GosfordClassifi eds.com.au 
for online Central Coast 

classifi ed advertisements

Antenna sales 
and installations

TV and Audio 
Repairs

4341 8860 - 4341 7332
0473 468272

FOR SALE

FENCING
BLUEPRINT
F E N C I N G

All types of 
fencing, gates and 

retaining walls
Call Luke

Free quotes

0401 347 247

Daihatsu Terios 
All Wheel Drive

Excellent Condition
224,000km - 5 speed, 1 months 
rego, 5 speed manual, towbar, 

electric mirrors, MP3 sound system 
$2250 ono

0410 522 070
2001 Hyundai Accent GL

3 door sedan, 5 speed manual
11 months rego

Only 125,000 ks, log books, full 
service history

Air conditioned, power steering
Very clean, economical, reliable, 

small car. Only $2,750

Ph: 0410 522 070

Bores and 
Spears
Install high quality 

pumps and maintenance 
free spears, existing 

systems reconditioned, 
all work guaranteed. 
Warren Greenway
Ph: 4341 7736

Mob: 0408 225 390
lic No. DL1960

Registered BAS Agent
Member of Institute of Certifi ed 

Bookkeepers
Accredited and experienced

with various accounting 
packages

Contact Ken
www.gosfordbookkeeping.com.au 

0417 657 414

Carpet cleaning, window 
pressure cleaning, house 

washing, stone fl oor 
cleaning, sealing and grout 

colouring, fl oor sanding, 
vinyl fl oor stripping and 

cleaning, move out cleans 
and general cleaning.

For all your cleaning 
needs, commercial 

and residential:
Ph: 0421 493 447

Central Coast 
Bush Dance & 

Music Association
Experience Folk 

Music at its best at 
East Gosford 

Progress Hall @ 7.30pm 
Henry Parry Drive

Oct 8
Spring Ball with

Snake Gully
Admission $15 

incl. supper
www.ccbdma.org 

for more information

Enq: 4344 6484 www.troubadour.org.au

4342 6716

The 
Troubadour 

Folk and Acoustic 
Music Club

SATURDAY 
OCTOBER 8

at 7pm
Jez Lowe

CWA Hall 
Woy Woy

Tickets $12

Bore Water 
Pumps

Spear pump installations, 
repairs & maintenance for 

all types of pumps
est 1978

John Woolley 
4342 2024

To advertise here call 

4325 7369
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The Shame File
Central Coast Newspapers has a very liberal credit 
policy for advertisers and realises that from time to 
time, people, businesses and organisations get into 

fi nancial diffi culty and may need assistance and time 
to get things back on track.

However, some people, businesses and organisations 
take advantage of this generosity they use advertising 

but simply don’t pay their account after several 
months and need to be taken to court to do so.
From time to time, as necessary, we will name 
these people, businesses or organisations as a 

warning to our readers so that they will be 
wary when dealing with them.

•  Affordable Roof Solutions 
- Brad Sedgewick Ettalong

•  Sharon Martin - Devine 
Image

•  Depp Studios - Formerly of  
Umina

•  Stan Prytz of ASCO Bre 
Concreting

•  Andrew and Peter 
Compton

•  Bruce Gilliard Roofi ng of 
Empire Bay

•  Jamie McNeilly formerly 
of Jamie’s Lawn Mowing, 
Woy Woy

•  William McCorriston 
of  Complete Bathroom 
Renovations 

•  First Premier Electrical 
Service of Umina Beach

•  High Thai-d Restaurant of 
Umina Beach

•  Mal’s Seafood & Charcoal 
Chicken of Ettalong Beach

•  Simon Jones - All external 
cleaning and sealing 
services

•  Erroll Baker, former barber, 
Ettalong

•  Tony Fitzpatrick, Trading 
as Futuretek Roof 
Constructions

•  Tye King - Formerly The 
Fish Trap Ettalong Beach

•  Jessica Davis of Erina 
- Trading as A1 cleaning 
services

•  Simon and Samantha 
Hague, Trading as By the 
Bay Takeaway Empire Bay

•  Rick Supplice of Ettalong 
Beach, Trading as Rick’s 
Flyscreens

•  Mountain Mutts - Monique 
Leon, Ettalong Beach

•  Skippers Take away 
Seafood Marilyn Clarke, 
Umina

•  RJ’s Diner - Woy Woy
•  Thomas James Clinton, 

Trading as TMA Products 
& AthroBalm & Effective 
Business Solutions of 
Ettalong

•  Greenultimate Solar PTY 
LTD

•  Menhir Tapas & Bar PTY 
LTD

Deliveries & Removals, Local 
Sydney, Newcastle & Country.

Single items or a house full.
Competitive rates.

02 4342 147902 4342 1479
0411 049 5590411 049 559

Gosford 
Scottish 
Country 
Dancers 

hold an intermediate class 
on Wednesdays from 7 to 

10 pm at Wyoming - It’s an 
excellent form of exercise 
which brings men, women 
and young people together 
socially, learning new and 

old dances in a very friendly 
relaxed atmosphere

No experience or partner 
necessary 

All ages welcome 
Cost $7.00 per week -

Contact Janice on
4388 2253

Same day service 
Guaranteed 

Blocked drains, Leaking 
taps and toilets, Hot 

water and all aspects 
Of pluming drainage and 

gas fi tting.
Lic number 265652C

YOUR LOCAL 
P L U M B E R 

4346 4057

Umina Beach 
Plumbing

All aspects of 
plumbing:

Drainage and 
Gasfi tting, Domestic 
and Maintenance 

Works
Installation of 
Hot Water tanks 

4344 3611
0402 682 812

Lic 164237c

Tiling Wall 
& Floor 

Property 
Maintenance

0439 589 426
homes2nv@gmail.com

TILINGPUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TUITION - DANCE

TUITION - MUSIC

REMOVALS

ROOFING

WANTED TO BUYPLUMBING

PHOTOGRAPHY

Woy Woy 
Stroke 

Recovery Club 
Raffl e 

 for the food hamper
was ticket number 78D 

Yellow Diamond drawn on the 
Wednesday 14th September

at Deepwater Plazer
the WINNER Mr Tom 

Henderson of Woy Woy
Thank’s to everyone who 

took part.

Alternative 
Therapy 
We offer holistic 

approach to assist 
with your physical & 
emotional issues, 

and spiritual 
connections!

HolisticFreedom.com.au 
Komal 0405 090 333

JOSH 
ETTALONG BEACH

You rang my mother 
Wanda twice.

Please ring her again 
& she wil give you my 

mobile number. 
Please use SMS. Anna
Remember your father 
and my mother were 
patients at Woy Woy 
Rehab in May 2016

BUCELLO’S 
Painting Services
•  Residential and 

Commercial
• Interior and Exterior
• New Work and Repaints

Free Quotes
All work guaranteed

0410 404 664

Metal roofi ng
All aspects

Gutters, Downpipes
Skylights

Custom fl ashings
Growe Installations 

P/L
0431 136 092
0404 340 570

Lic 282094cPAINTER

PAINTING

Learn to play 
harmonica at your 

own pace at my 
place or 

Skype at yours
www.harmonicatom.com.au

phone 02 4324 2801
email tom@tomfl ood.com.au

$40 hr or $25 1/2 hr
Skyperharp: pay by PayPal

SPRINGFIELD, NSW

Shop 12 - Ebbtide Mall 
155 The Entrance Rd

The Entrance

4333 8555

CASH PAID
for good quality 

Swords, Knives and 
War memorabilia.

For large collections 
home visit available
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KITCHENS

HEALTH

Quality Laminate 
Benchtops 

supplied and 
seconds for sale
R&J Benchtops

Gosford

0456 884 545
LAWNMOWING

Eyecare 
Lawnmowing 
and Stump 
Grinding 
Services

Call Jamie 

0413 088 128
www.eyecarelawnmowing.com.au 

MASTER PAINTER
QUALITY TRADESMAN 
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR ALL ASPECTS 

OF PAINTING AND DECORATING
DULUX  LEADING THE INDUSTRY 

I DO IT ALL
Mention this ad get 10% or 20% 

pensioner/senior or concession card.
Local fully qualifi ed licences tradesman 

with all the experience and skills
10 million insurance cover NRMA - Acra tex render texture 

applicator - waterproofer - plasterer interior/exterior

0466 966 547
CONTACT JONATHAN

qualitytradesman@hotmail.com
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1

Lic: 217611c

Offi ce: 120c Erina Street, Gosford

Phone: 4325 7369  Fax: 4321 0940

E-mail: editorial@centralcoastnews.net

Website: www.centralcoastnews.net

PeninsulaPeninsula  
Community Access NewsNews

1 Year (25 editions) to Peninsula News $75

1 Year (25 editions) to Coast Community News $75

1 Year (25 editions) to Wyong Regional Chronicle $75

Phone: 4325 7369 - Fax: 4321 0940
120c Erina Street, Gosford To order online 

www.duckscrossing.org/shop
Name:

Ph: 

Email: 

Address:

Credit Card Number:

___________________/___________________/

______________________________________/

Exp: ______/______
Please complete credit card details or 
send a cheque or money order payable to

Central Coast Newspapers, 
PO Box 1056, Gosford NSW 2250

Subscribe now 
and don’t miss an edition

To advertise 
here call 

us on 
4325 7369

Woy Woy Public School 
held an Olympic-themed 
Athletics Carnival 
on September 9, for 
students in Preschool 

to Year 2, and the 
Disabilities Programs 
classes.

All the classes 
represented a country that 
competed in the 2016 Rio 
Olympic Games, with the 
students dressing in the 
colours of their chosen 
country, and marching onto 
the oval to the many national 
anthems.

Students shared a picnic 
lunch with their family 
and friends on the oval, 
before those who won fi rst, 
second and third place were 
presented with their medals 
on the podium.

A circuit of activities 
allowed students to rotate 
between long jump, high 
jump, discus, hurdles, agility 
ladders, egg and spoon 
races, dancing, shot put, 
sailing, javelin and relay 
running.

Newsletter, 23 Sep, 2016
Dan Betts, Woy Woy 

Public School

Olympic-themed 
carnival



APPROX. TIME LAG AFTER FORT DENISON
Ettalong 40 min, Rip Bridge 2hrs - Wisemans Ferry 2 hrs 30 min, Koolewong 2 hrs 10 min 

In view of the variations caused by local conditions and meteorological effects, these times are approximate and 
must be considered as a guide only. They are not to be relied on for critical depth calculations for safe navigation.  

Actual times of High and Low Water may occur before or after the times indicated

LAT 33° 51’ S   -   LONG 151° 14’ E   -   TIME ZONE   -   1000
Times and Heights(m) of high and low waters

Time - Height(m)
Add one hour to the times below when Daylight Saving is in force

0408 0.41
1032 1.64
1640 0.45
2244 1.50
0000 1.36
0546 0.57
1217 1.59
1846 0.56
0241 1.19
0815 0.74
1451 1.47
2147 0.61
0559 1.36
1141 0.62
1801 1.62

0159 0.21
0816 1.74
1418 0.30
2031 1.79

0439 0.45
1105 1.64
1719 0.48
2321 1.43
0045 1.29
0627 0.64
1300 1.54
1939 0.60
0353 1.20
0926 0.75
1600 1.48
2252 0.55
0033 0.37
0646 1.48
1236 0.51
1853 1.70
0242 0.18
0902 1.84
1510 0.22
2121 1.77

0511 0.51
1140 1.62
1800 0.51

0138 1.23
0715 0.70
1350 1.50
2040 0.62
0501 1.26
1037 0.71
1704 1.54
2346 0.47
0117 0.28
0732 1.61
1328 0.40
1943 1.76
0326 0.18
0948 1.92
1602 0.18
2213 1.71
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A bowler for just two years, 
Shane Starkey of Umina, has 
captured two Central Coast 
titles in a week. 

Shane won the Rookie Pairs 
with club mate Glen Simington on 
September 25.

He then won the prestige 
Champion of Club Champion Pairs 
with partner Peter O’Sullivan, 
by defeating the accomplished 
Toukley District pair of Eric 
Henricksen and Barrie McFetters.

The Zone Match Committee 
did not anticipate Shane’s wins, 
with both events scheduled for the 

same weekend.
The committee did not expect a 

rookie to qualify in the Champion 
of Club Champion Pairs which 
is usually contested by the most 
experienced of bowlers.

The two outstanding wins will 
see Shane Starkey and Glen 
Simington travel to Raymond 
Terrace on October 8, and Starkey 
and Peter O’Sullivan go to The 
Rules Bowling Club, Wagga 
Wagga, from November 21-24, to 
contest the State Final Series of 
both events.

Media release, 26 Sep, 2016
Kevin Dring, Bowls Central Coast

Umina bowls rookie 
makes two State fi nals

Winners of the 2016 Central Coast Champion of Club Champion 
Pairs Mr Peter O'Sullivan (left) and Mr Shane Starkey (right)

Woy Woy Bowling Club 
has honoured popular club 
member Ken McMorrow, who 
died recently, with a bowls 
day in his name.

The Ken McMorrow Memorial 
Bowls Day was held on September 
28, with more than 60 bowlers 
playing a competitive game.

The winners were Sid Mayoh, 

Bob Fell and Doug Scherf.
They were presented with the 

Ken McMorrow Trophy by Ken’s 
son Michael.

Ted Gentle won the Spider.
Ken McMorrow was a former 

fi rst grade rugby league player 
for the Sydney Roosters, and 
was also the captain-coach of the 
Mullumbimby rugby league team 

on the NSW North Coast.
The organisers have proposed 

to hold the Ken McMorrow 
Memorial Bowls Day each year in 
the week leading up to the rugby 
league grand fi nal.

All proceeds from the day will 
be presented to the Woy Woy St 
Vincent de Paul Society.

Email, 29 Sep 2016
Ken Dixon, Central Coast Bowls

Bowls day to honour 
Ken McMorrow

Woy Woy bowlers on the green

The winning team Bob Fell, Doug Scherf and Sid Mayoh with Michael McMorrow
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WAR MEMORABILIA WANTED

Woy Woy’s Gold-medal-
winning Paralympian, Ms 
Liesl Tesch, will be honoured 
by Central Coast Council 
with a civic reception upon 
her return to the Coast.

Ms Tesch and partner Dan 
Fitzgibbon won back-to-back gold 
medals at the London and Rio 
Paralympics in the SKUD18 sailing 
class.

The pair secured their Rio gold 
with two days of competition to 
spare, setting a Paralympic record.

The Central Coast Council will 
host a Civic Reception in October 
to honour Ms Tesch along with the 
other Central Coast Olympians and 
Paralympians who represented 
Australia at the 2016 Rio Games.

In announcing the reception, 
Council administrator Mr Ian 
Reynolds mentioned Ms Tesch’s 
success as a Paralympic 
basketballer and sailer.

Four athletes from the Coast 
made their Olympic debuts in 
Rio and fi ve local Paralympians 
represented Australia in Rio 
including Liesl Tesch.

Mr Reynolds said the athletes 
were great ambassadors for the 
Central Coast and the community 
was proud of what they had 
achieved.

“These athletes have taken on 
the best on the world’s biggest 
sporting stage and have done 

themselves, and our region, 
proud,” Mr Reynolds said.

“To be the best takes a lot of 
time and sacrifi ce - but it is worth 
it when you get to represent your 
country in a sport you love.”

“We are proud of how these 

athletes have performed in Rio 
and are delighted to have them 
as sporting ambassadors for our 
great region.”

Media release, 28 Sep 2016
Ian Reynolds, Central Coast Council

Liesl Tesch to be 
honoured with civic reception

 Liesl Tesch and Dan Fitzgibbon celebrated their Rio Gold Medal

Thirty eight bowlers and 
four handicap pair bowlers 
raised $1240 at the Woy 
Woy Sporties Bowls Club’s 
September charity event.

This brings the club’s total 
fundraising total for Central Coast 
Kids in Need to well over $11,000 
for the year.

The club’s fundraising has 
been further boosted by the $120 
purchase of Dave Bevan’s picnic 
table by club regular Hartley 
Patterson as well as $50 raised by 
Anne Dixon at her Terrigal Markets 
art stall.

Central Coast Kids in Need 
raises money to assist families 

who have seriously ill children with 
prolonged illness.

Most of these children are 
cancer patients, others with organ 
transplants and premature babies 
with life threatening issues.

The funds raised are also used 
to cover travel costs, equipment 
requirements and pharmacy 
accounts for these Central Coast 
Kids in Need.

The charity bowls days are 
held on the third Sunday of every 
month.

The club’s next charity say will 
be held on Sunday, October 16.

Media release, 18 Sep 2016
Ken Dixon, Bowls Central Coast

Bowlers 
raise $1240

Ms Pat Toohey was 
unanimously awarded life 
membership of the Woy Woy 
Women’s Bowling Club at 
the club’s annual meeting in 
August.

Pat joined the Woy Woy 
Women’s Bowling Club in 1995 
when she transferred from the 
Bass Hill Bowling Club.

Over the years, Pat has been 
an active member of the club 
serving in numerous positions 
including president, chairman of 

match and selection (her current 
position) and has been responsible 
for steering the social committee to 
create fantastic arrangements and 
catering for special and carnival 
days over many years.

Pat continues to be a 
great bowler winning many 
championships and representing 
Woy Woy Women’s Bowling Club 
in Pennants and other inter-club 
competitions.

Email, 21 Sep 2016
Gaye Scarfe, Woy Woy 
Women’s Bowling Club

Life membership 
for Pat Toohey

 Ms Patricia Toohey has been awarded life membership 
of Woy Woy Women's Bowling Club



UMINA BEACH 315 West St, Umina Beach, NSW 2257

Ph: 4241 1488 
Mon - Fri:  8:30am - 5:30pm

Saturday:  8:30am - 3pm
Sunday & Public Holidays:  9am - 3pm

On sale until 30/09/2016 or until sold out. % off is on everyday store prices and may vary at each store and online. ° RRP – the save prices listed are calculated from supplier RRP at time of preparation. YouSave Chemist 
may not have previously sold the product at the RPP due to our discount policy. * We reserve the right to limit quantities, and correct pricing and print errors. Ask our Pharmacist or healthcare professional whether this 
preparation is suitable for your condition. Always read the label and use as directed, if symptoms persist see your health care professional. Incorrect use could be harmful. Vitamin supplements are not a substitute for good 
nutrition
using this product.

Discover  the  Bioglan  difference

BIOGLAN
Range*

On sale until 31/10/2016
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