
Dance parties have not 
been held at Umina Police 
and Community Youth Club 
(PCYC) for the last seven 
months because the 
building does not comply 
with requirements for a 
p l a c e  o f  p u b l i c 
entertainment. 

Other activities at the PCYC 
have also been curtailed, leading 
to staff being stood down. 

The Umina PCYC building was 
refurbished by Gosford Council 
three years ago at a cost of 
$1.2million as an "under-18s 
entertainment venue". 

However, it is understood that 
basic requirements, such as 
outward-opening doors, were not 
provided. 

It is now expected to cost 
another $40,000 to rectify the 
problems. 

The bulk of this money is 
expected to come from the State 
PCYC office, with a small 
proportion being contributed by 
Gosford Council. 

Cr Lynne Bockholt who was on 
the steering committee during 
the PCYC’s development said 
that at the time it was not felt that 
the building needed to comply 
with public entertainment 
requirements. 

Council staff did not return our 
phone calls seeking comment on 
the issue. 

It is unclear how soon it will be 
before the rectification work will 
be completed. 

However, in the meantime, the 
PCYC dance parties will resume 
at the Woy Woy Leagues Club. 

The first will be held on 
January 14 from 7pm. 

There will be a disc jockey, soft 
drinks available and PCYC 
representatives. 

The dance area will have its 
own entrance and exit, to 
al lev ia te concerns about 
personal safety. 

It will be isolated from the rest 
of the club and both police and 
security will be supervising the 
night. 

Patrons will not even be 
allowed to chew gum. 

The event has been the baby 
of Senior Constable Paul Hanna 
who is happy to see the event 
continue. 

"We are very excited," he said. 
"We have had great success in 

the past at our Umina premises 
and the Leagues Club is offering 
a larger and more central venue 
to our youth." 

The event is open to 12 to 17 
year olds and is expected to 
finish by 11pm. 

Tickets are $10 and there will 
be no pass outs. 

With inquiries, phone 4344 
7851. 

Rob Jimenez, January 7 
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A legend in  
their own right!  

A show not to be missed.  
 

Tickets $22 incl GST 
Bookings now open 

Available at reception.  
Be early 
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Information for members and their guests 
Dunban Rd. Woy Woy PH 4341 1866 

Inside the PCYC at Umina 

Local environmentalists are 
threatening to break the law 
in an attempt to get a 
noxious weed removed 
f rom the  Me la leuca 
Wetlands near Everglades 
Country Club. 

A spokesman for Peninsula 
Bush Care groups, Mr Bryan 
Ellis, said bureaucratic inaction 
had seen alligator weed spread 
dangerously in the endangered 
bushland since it was first 
reported two years ago. 

He said the wetlands bushcare 
group had been told it would be 
breaking the law if it removed the 
weed. 

There had been talk but no 
other action had been taken. 

Mr Ellis said he and other local 
environmentalists were prepared 
to take the law into their own 
hands and remove the weed if 
nobody else would. 

Alligator weed was a threat the 
wetlands because it spread 
rapidly and choked out native 
species. 

In hot wet conditions, the South 
American weed grew and spread 
rapidly from the smallest cutting, 
ruling out slashing and mowing 
as control measures and making 
disposal difficult. 

Possible control measures 
included manual removal, 
chemical treatment and control 
with biological agents, such as 
the flea beetle. 

A combined meeting of 

Peninsula bushcare groups had 
discussed the issue last month 
and expressed concern and 
support for immediate effective 
action, said Mr Ellis. 

Cr Lynne Bockholt asked 
Gosford Council’s environment 
director at a council meeting last 
month to take immediate action. 

Ms Nora Clark, coordinator of 
t h e  M e l a l e u c a  w e t l a n d 
regeneration group, said that the 
group was keen to work with 
Council to fight the weed. 

"We want them to deal with the 
problem." 

She said a noxious weed 
officer from Gosford Council 
addressed members of the 

Melaleuca wetland regeneration 
group on Thursday, January 8. 

He was to meet with 
representatives from National 
Park and Wildlife Service today 
(Tuesday) to discuss how to 
address the problem. 

She said the bushcare group 
was powerless to do anything, as 
its members were not allowed to 
touch the plant because it was a 
declared noxious weed. 

Ms Clark said she was also 
concerned by reports that 
Everglades had removed the 
weed from the golf course. 

"They shouldn’t be touching it," 
she said. 

Alison Branley, January 9 

Noxious weed officer Ed Lanting addresses  
the Melaleuca wetland regeneration bushcare group 

The Peninsula may not have 
any representatives on 
Gosford Council after the 
March election if no new 
candidates emerge by 
polling day. 

None of those people who 
have declared an intention to 
stand for Council reside on the 
Peninsula, and the three current 
councillors who do live here will 
be stepping down. 

Peninsula residents Cr Debra 

Wales, Cr Lynne Bockholt and Cr 
Judith Penton all have indicated 
they will not be running in the 
March elections. 

While Gosford does not have a 
ward system and councillors do 
not officially represent particular 
areas, councillors from the 
Peninsula have been more 
inf luentia l  in  determining 
Peninsula issues and in ensuring 
the Peninsula has not been 
overlooked. 

The Peninsula has about one 
third of the municipality's 
population. 

According the returning officer 
Mr Kevin Street, there will be an 
electoral office on the Peninsula. 

Nominations will be open until 
February 16 and a candidate will 
need four running mates to form 
a party. 

Council elections will be held 
on Saturday, March 27. 

Alison Branley, January 10 
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Detectives from Brisbane 
W a t e r  L o c a l  A r e a 
Command are requesting 
assistance from members 
of the public in relation to a 
stealing at Pearl Beach and 
a serious assault at Umina 
on December 31. 

A 46-year-old Umina man was 
assaulted by three male youths 
on Umina Beach about 2pm on 
Wednesday, December 31. 

The victim suffered head 
injuries and was taken to 
Gosford Hospital. 

It is believed the youths had 
earlier been involved in a 
stealing offence at the victim’s 
shop at Pearl Beach. 

The youths were initially seen 
acting suspiciously around the 
store about 1.30pm in the vicinity 
of the Sit’n'Chat Café. 

After the assault, the youths 
ran north on Umina Beach with 
their pushbikes. 

They were seen riding north 
through East’s Caravan Park 
about 2.10pm. 

Police believe the elder of the 
youths may have abrasions to 

his legs and arms after colliding 
with a vehicle near Umina 
Beach. 

The elder youth is described 
as being aged 16-17, white 
European, about 160cm tall, fair 
skin, light brown hair, and was 
wearing a cap, three quarter light 
brown shorts and an orange 
coloured shirt. 

The second youth was aged 
14-15, white European, thin 
build, about 167cm tall, tanned 
complexion and medium length 
brown wavy hair. 

The third youth is 14-15 years 
old and is only described as 
being of a small build. 

Police would like to speak with 
anybody who has information 
about either incident. 

Anybody with information can 
contact Gosford Detectives on 
4323 5599 or CrimeStoppers on 
1800 333 000.  

Press release, January 2 

A silver silky terrier owned 
by a 90-year-old Woy Woy 
man was brutally kicked to 
death in the early hours of 
the morning on Friday, 
January 9.  

Local residents suspect the 
act took place between 4am and 
5am, when the dog was 
attacked in its owners front yard. 

Police confirmed that the 
small dog had been kicked a 
number of times and left to 
bleed to death. 

They are calling for any 
witnesses to the incident in 
Brick Wharf Rd to contact 
police. 

The elderly man has been 
antagonised by local youths 
having already been victim to 
several break-ins and thefts. 

Alison Branley, January 9 
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The first public project of 
Peninsula Place Manager 
Ms Julie Parsons has been 
launched by Member for 
Peats, Ms Marie Andrews. 

The project, a calendar 
promoting life on the Woy Woy 
Peninsula, was launched on 
Monday, December 15 at the 
Peninsula Theatre, Woy Woy. 

Ms Andrews said 100 local 
people were involved in making 
the calendar. 

The calendar celebrated 
aspects of the Peninsula such as 
sport, the environment, the arts, 
Abo r i g ina l  c u l tu re ,  loca l 
attractions and events, the 
beaches and good neighbours. 

The full colour calendar also 
provides community safety tips 
each month. 

The money raised through the 
sale of the calendars will be 
reinvested in the development of 
the 2005 Peninsula Celebration 
calendar and other community 

projects for the Peninsula 
community. 

The Umina Neighbourhood 
Watch group will keep the money 
in trust. 

The project will be run again for 
2005 with a number of community 
organisations and businesses 
already showing interest. 

The calendar was described by 
its design brief as a "promotional 
tool that involves a high degree of 
community involvement". 

It aimed to assist in gaining 
community confidence, promote 
the services and opportunities 
that are currently being offered on 
the Peninsula and provide "a 
platform for the introduction of 
new concepts to encourage a 
safer, happier and healthier 
community". 

The brief listed the aims of the 
project as encouraging a sense of 
pr ide in the communi ty , 
celebrating and acknowledging 
the history of the Peninsula, 

promoting the vision for the future 
and creation of additional 
resources for future projects. 

It also included encouraging 
intergenerational understanding, 
inclusion of local people, 
businesses and community 
groups, the promotion of the 
services that are offered on the 
Peninsula and encouraging 
stronger partnerships and 
networks. 

Also included were the 
promotion of future events and 
services that will take place in 
2004, community safety and 
raising community awareness 
about safety issues are also 
included. 

The  c a lenda r  fea tu res 
photographs of local people in the 
local area. 

The majority of the 2500 
calendars printed have already 
been purchased but a number 
are still available for $2 each. 

They can be obtained from 

Woy Woy tourist information 
centre, Umina beach library, 
Ettalong Memorial Club, Elders 
Real Estate and Ettalong Senior 
Citizens Centre or by phoning 
Julie Parsons on 4344 2200. 

Ms Parson is now planning a 
number of workshops and forums 
concerning issues and services in 

the area such as community 
safety. 

It is hoped these will address 
how to create new services or 
add value to existing ones. 

There also will be a crime 
prevention-training workshop 
organised by the police and 
Attorney-General's office. 

Press release, January 7 

The front cover of the Peninsula Calendar 

Thirty volunteers from the 
Central Coast Community 
Environment Network 
joined the inaugural 
Spikefest parade at Woy 
Woy in October. 

They included people dressed 
as a giant koala and quoll. 

Papier mache fish were held 
aloft and cyclists wore masks to 
demonstrate the need for clean 
air. 

Newsletter, January 7 
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I would expect 
that reports in 
the media about 
important issues 
like the cost of 

shop rentals in our town 
could be relied on to be 
accurate. 

I don’t see a trebling of rent, 
particularly without fundamental 
improvement, being acceptable to 
any tenant. 

And if it did occur, wouldn’t it be 
an indication that massive 
increases in business expectations 
are on the horizon. 

Yes there is movement in the 
Umina CBD but its not all bad 
news. 

I hear that Jodies of Umina after 
many years is intending to move 
its activities from Trafalgar Ave 
into those West St premises on 
the corner of Berith St vacated by 
Selvitex, a business renowned for 
the retail and rental of fine 

menswear in Umina over many 
years. 

Community members will no 
doubt remember that there were 
once more than 10 banks in 
Umina’s main street, and close to 
12 service stations on our beautiful 
Peninsula. 

History buffs will recall the Mobil 
service station which, now a 
thriving bicycle shop, in the past 
serviced the first amphibian car 
sold in NSW - a red and white 
convertible used for deliveries 
around the waterways a very 
clever business. 

Edward James, Umina 
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Contributions in Word format sent via e-mail to  
mail@pennews.zzn.com or on disk to save us having to retype 
them are preferred. Forum contributors are reminded that full 

contact details, including phone number, must accompany 
submissions. Please include a date with all contributions. Name 

and suburb will be published. Anonymous contributions will not be 
included. Submissions may be published in an edited form. 

Letters to the editor are welcomed 
and should be addressed to:  

Woy Woy 

2256 

Peninsula News  

PO Box 532,  
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Anyone who 
takes up Mr 
Bryan Ellis’s 
suggestion to 
v i e w  1 8 
Nowack Ave, 

Umina (Peninsula News, 
December 16) should also 
take the opportunity to go 
around the corner and 

a p p r e c i a t e  t h e 
redevelopment at 32 
Kallaroo Rd. 

But, before judging this 
development, it should be noted 
that approval was given prior to 
DCP 150 becoming effective and 
there were dual occupancy 
"rights" on this 2(a) lot. 

However, one does wonder… 
Malcolm Fowler, Woy Woy 

We live on a 
P e n i n s u l a 
surrounded 
on three 
sides by 
water. 

The ruin of the Woy Woy pool 
prior to last Anzac Day has had 
an affect on children learning to 
swim on the Peninsula. 

While all Michael Dewicks, 
Leisl Jones, and Kevin Vickerys 
are put on hold, those 
responsible are more engaged in 
pointing the finger of blame or 
thumb twiddling on the issue. 

S t i l l  no  t im e f rame  is 
forthcoming. 

This hasty demolition has also 
done no favours for the local surf 
clubs (Ocean Beach and Umina), 
especially in the areas of 
r e c r u i t m e n t  a n d / o r 
requalification. 

The bronze medallion is the 
core award for active surf 
lifesavers. 

Part of the requirements for 

this annual physical fitness test, 
is the completion of a 400 metre 
pool swim in under nine minutes, 
and a 200 metre run, 200 metre 
swim, 200 metre run to be 
completed in under eight minutes 
to retain this award. 

It is hoped that, with Council's 
disastrous pool action, this 
lifesaving test does not become 
life threatening. 

If a family was to demolish 
their residence and wait nine 
months to a year, to start 
reconstruction, the implication of 
lunacy would not be unfounded. 

There has been a 150 per cent 
hike in insurance levies on surf 
clubs. 

Your lifesaver now will have to 
pay more and sacrifice more just 
so they can stand on the beach 
for possibly longer watching and 
caring for the Peninsula 
community and its tourists. 

Has there been an ulterior 
motive in Council's swift pool 
destruction?  

Mike Hudson, Umina 

I am beginning 
to wonder if 
the people 
living on the 
Peninsula are 
aware of the 

importance of the sand 
dunes from Ettalong to 
Umina. 

Sand dunes are constantly 
being made and moved; the sea 
has been doing that job forever. 

It is therefore of great concern 
to see the attitude of many 
people who seem to want a view 
of the sea at all cost. 

Trees and other vegetation are 
removed; rubbish is dumped and 
even the council busily removes 
tonnes of sand from Umina 
Beach every week, believing that 
that is what the people want. 

This costs ratepayers a great 
deal of money, particularly since 
it is dumped at the Woy Woy Tip. 

We are constantly being told 
that Council is running out of 
room for all our rubbish and yet 
this valuable resource, sand 

which should be building up the 
dune defence system, is filling it 
instead. 

This dune system is the last 
defence against the rising sea 
levels. 

Unbelievable? What about the 
Pacific Islands, think of Venice, 
and of Bangladesh. 

Do not think that it will never 
happen here. 

The Peninsula is a very flat 
sandplain, much of which used to 
be a wetland. 

It has been inundated a 
number of times in the past 30 
years and with global warming it 
will no doubt happen again. 

The business fraternity and 
Gosford Council must stop 
playing God and think carefully 
before they destroy any more of 
the system. 

They are putting at risk the 
homes and lives of all those 
people living on the Peninsula. 

We must all learn to live with 
the planet instead of constantly 
destroying it. 

Margaret Lund, Woy Woy Bay 

All landholders 
on the Central 
Coast have just 
received their 
n e w  l a n d 

valuations, which appear 
to have increased by about 
55 per cent on the last 
valuation of 2000. 

Our Premier is on holidays in 
New Zealand, but what a bonus 
for the State Government and of 
course Gosford Council, as all 
our rates and taxes will now 
increase. 

However Mr Carr will claim 
“we have not altered the base 
rate for taxing”.  

This is right, but he does not 
have to, as the land valuation 
has increased his revenue by 55 
per cent on last year’s tax rate. 

We all need to object, and ask 
for lower tax rates from both the 
Gosford Council and the State 
Government, before we are 
taxed out of our homes. 

David Walker, Killcare 





The Woy Woy Peninsula 
Community Childcare Co-
operative Society Ltd has 
received a grant of $8084 to 
help with integration of 
children with disabilities. 

The centre, in John Hoare 
Close, would use the grant to 

help with the implementation of 
educational programs this year, 
according to Member for Peats, 
Ms Marie Andrews. 

The grant was one of several, 
totalling $66,558 in the Peats 
electorate, made under the 
Intervention Support Program 

(ISP), she said. 
The  p rog ram prov ided 

education programs for children 
and young people with disabilities 
in early childhood programs, 
residential care facilities and 
schools. 

Ms Andrews said that the funds 
would improve educational 
outcomes for children with 
disabilities by improving their 
participation and achievement. 

Press release, January 7 
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Thinking of natural 
medicine, think……. 
Jill Meredith, 
Naturopath 

Naturopathy 
Remedial massage 
Iridology & photos 
Herbal medicines 

Vitamins & supplements 
Clinical nutrition & 

Dietary advice 
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NEW YEARS SPECIALS 

50% OFF CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS  
50% OFF MAKE-UP KITS  

20 % OFF ALL GIFTS 
 

OPEN 7 DAYS 9-6  
UMINA MALL PHARMACY 

OCEAN BEACH RD 
UMINA 2257 

43416906 

The Woy Woy Hospital 
Auxiliary has announced 
that it has raised more than 
$26,000 for the hospital last 
year. 

Some of the money was used 
to refurbish the patients’ lounge 
and purchase 33 over-bed 
tables. 

The auxiliary donated $8000 
for strong heavy outdoor 
furniture, ceramic pots and a 
wheelchair ramp. 

It also organised the painting 
of a Tuscan mural at the 
rehabilitation unit and having the 
area covered by a large sail. 

Donations were also used to 
buy stroke recovery books and a 
wall brochure holder for the 
welfare office, and a new desk is 
also expected to be funded. 

Woy Woy Hospital Auxiliary 
president Mrs Chris Sherbon 
said that the members would try 
to top their efforts this year. 

Top of the hospital’s wishlist for 
2004 is a soft outdoor area for 
dementia patients. 

The auxiliary will attempt to 
raise funds so that rubber 
matting and artificial grass can 
be layed down to prevent 
dementia patients injuring 
themselves. 

Mrs Sherbon said the auxiliary 

would keep using its winning 
formula - holding five stalls a 
y e a r  o u t s i d e  F l e m i n g s 
supermarket at Umina, a golf day 
at Everglades in March, and 
raffles on Mothers’ Day, Fathers’ 
day and at Easter. 

The auxiliary currently has 70 
members but only half are active. 

When they aren’t sitting at 
stalls, the mostly elderly 
members are at home making 
ironing board covers, library 
bags, knitting babies clothes and 
coat hangers to sell. 

Member for Peats, Ms Marie 
Andrews, said the auxiliary 
deserved "special recognition for 
such a magnificent effort”. 

 “The members of the Auxiliary 
work extremely hard to raise 
money for such a good cause.” 

These facilities make the 
hospital a more pleasurable 
environment for staff, patients 
and visitors,” Ms Andrews said. 

The auxiliary was always 
looking for new members. 

It meets on the second 
Monday of each month at the 
Meals on Wheels auditorium in 
McMasters Rd, Woy Woy. 

For more information, phone 
Chris Sherbon on 4341 4323. 

Alison Branley, Press release, 
January 7 

Pictured are auxiliary secretary Merle Menz, president Christine Sherbon, Member for Peats Ms Marie 
Andrews and treasurer Marie Robins, in front of the mural painted at the hospital by the art class at 

Brisbane Water Secondary College. 

 

Use of Woy Woy railway 
station bicycle lockers is 10 
per cent higher than it was 
a year ago, according to 

Bicycle NSW. 
The figures were released after 

the publication of separate 
research in the Health Promotion 
Journal of Australia showed an 
18 per cent rise in bicycle use for 
journeys to work in the 
Newcastle-Wollongong basin in 
the past 12 months. 

Two banks of lockers at Woy 
Woy station are managed by 
Bicycle NSW on behalf of the 
Department of Transport and 
accommodate 50 bicycles. 

"Occupancy rates fluctuate 
slightly through the year (and) 
the current rate is 87 per cent 
compared to approximately 77 
per cent in November 2002," a 
Bicycle NSW staff member said. 

Rob Jimenez, January 8 

The bike lockers at Woy Woy station 
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Empire bay couple Kathryn Izzard and Phill Clarke were married on 
December 6 at Ettalong Baptist Church by Rev Bob Hooper with a 

reception at Linton Gardens. 
Photo by Stephen Hogg from Silver Coast Photographics 

Ettalong Beach War 
Memorial Toastmasters 
Club will run a seven-week 
speechcraft course starting 
next month. 

It will be held at the Ettalong 
Beach Club from Tuesday, 
February 3, starting at 7pm. 

Speechcraft is a short course 

designed for people wishing to 
improve their speaking skills, 
according to club member Ms 
Jan Cummings. 

"In today's electronic society, 
face-to-face communication is 
becoming less and less," said 
Jan, who runs the course. 

"Some young people find it 
difficult to handle simple 

interviews or daily conversations. 
"This course has helped many 

people, not only into a better 
position in the workforce but 
better communication on a daily 
basis," she said. 

Cost of the course is $90.  
For more details, phone Jan 

Cummings on 4341 6842. 
Press release, January 7 
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