
A new proposal has been 
a n n o u n c e d  b y  t h e 
Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows (IOOF) to redevelop 
its Homes Centre at 
Ettalong. 

It is proposed that the single 
bedsitter units and cottages will 
be refurbished. 

While the redevelopment is in 
progress, affected residents 
would be relocated to vacant 
cottages or placed in suitable 
al ternat ive accommodation 
nearby with subsidised rent. 

Member for Peats Ms Marie 
Andrews has welcomed the 
news, claiming "the long battle by 
residents in the IOOF Homes at 
Ettalong is finally over". 

A meeting was convened by 
IOOF chief executive Mr Hugh 
Quelch at the Homes Centre last 
Wednesday, where the proposal 
was outlined to either redevelop 
or refurbish all the dwellings on 
the site. 

Ms Andrews and senior policy 
officer Mr Adam Heydon from the 
Office of Fair Trading attended 
the meeting. 

“Residents will have the 
opportunity to consider the 
proposal, but it appeared from the 
meeting they were delighted with 
the idea of securing much 
improved accommodation,” said 
Ms Andrews. 

Ms Andrews said the fight 
began when residents of the 
IOOF Homes Centre at Ettalong 
feared they would become 
homeless after receiving a letter 
from management saying the 
centre no longer met the 
definition of a retirement village. 

"The management, the IOOF, 
claimed that the rights and 
protection offered to the residents 
under the Retirement Villages Act 
no longer applied." 

Ms Andrews said the Office of 
Fair Trading stepped in at her 
request to assure residents that 
management could not force 
them out of their homes. 

“The change in attitude by the 
IOOF appears to have been 
spearheaded by the television 
program A Current Affair,” she 
said. 

“Under the guidance of a 
h a r d w o r k i n g  c o m m i t t e e 

representing the residents, the 
assistance and support of 
Ministers and representatives 

from the Office of Fair Trading, 
the IOOF management had to 
concede that the centre must 

comply with the Retirement 
Villages Act 1999,” she said. 
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The IOOF Homes Centre at  Umina 

Teachers from Brisbane 
Water Secondary College 
marched to the electoral 
office of the Member for 
Peats, Ms Marie Andrews, 
as part of a NSW Teachers 
Federation drive for higher 
pay. 

The march followed a NSW 
Teachers Federation meeting at 
Woy Woy Leagues Club on July 
29 where a motion was passed to 
march. 

The president of the Ettalong-
Woy Woy Teachers Association, 
Mr Rob Landow, said that an 
additional motion was passed at 
the meeting to: “endorse the 
directives of the federation 
executive”. 

Mr Landow said that the 
directives called for a 25 per cent 
wage increase over two years. 

Ms Andrews was not at her 
electoral office to meet the 
marchers. 

Ms Andrews said: “These 
teachers certainly do deserve a 
pay rise. 

“I was notified the day before of 
the plan by teachers to attend my 
office and I explained to Mr 
Landow, who led the delegation, 
that I was already committed to a 
Residents Action Group meeting 
with PlanningNSW.” 

A spokesperson at Ms 
Andrews’ office said: “An 
appointment has since been 
made for Ms Andrews to meet Mr 
Landow to discuss the teachers’ 
concerns.” 

The NSW Government is 
offering a six per cent increase 
over two years. 

Mr Landow said: “There’s been 
a dramatic real decrease in 
education spending. 

“Teachers in the US and 
Canada earn double the amount 
that ours earn. 

“Many parents I’ve spoken to 
are supportive of our position and 
Marie Andrews, as far as I know, 
is supportive also.” 

The  s ec re ta r y  o f  the 
association, Mr Michael Fensom, 
said there was a 14 per cent 
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e 

Government’s offer and the 
federation’s claim. 

He said that a five per cent 
wage increase recommended by 
the Vincent Report, handed down 
tw o  y ea rs  ag o ,  a w a i t s 
implementation and that the 
“quasi-independent” Vincent 
report aimed to put teacher wage 
levels on a par with those of 
similar professionals. 

Mr Fensom said that the 
Government’s offer "merely 
covers inflation". 

Mr Landow said that the 
federation aimed to focus 
primarily on wage matters in its 
relationship with the state 
government. 

Mr Fensom said that the issue 
of student assaults in schools 
was appended, although not 
discussed, at the July 29 
meeting. 

The federation was organising 
an audit for August that aimed to 
establish the nature and 
incidence of student violence in 
NSW schools. 

Con Orfanos, August 4. 

A planned hazard reduction 
burn, covering some 50 ha 
on the ridge and slopes 
above Glenrock Parade, 
K o o l e w o n g ,  w a s 
undertaken on Friday, 
August 1. 

Others took place at Hawke 
Head Drive, Pretty Beach, and 
B roken  Bay  Spor t  an d 
Recreation Camp at Patonga. 

Rural Fire Service volunteer 
firefighters joined colleagues 
from the National Parks and 
Wildlife Service and NSW Fire 
Brigades in undertaking more 
than 20 significant hazard 
reduction burns around Sydney 
between August 1 and 3. 

The commissioner of the NSW 
Rural Fire Service, Mr Phil 
Koperberg, said: “These hazard 
reduction burns are key in our 

strategy for how to minimise the 
threat to property during major 
bushfire events. 

“Hazard reduction burns cut 
down bushfire fuel levels and 
while they never stop a bushfire, 
they provide an area that will 
burn less intensely should it be 
affected by bushfire, thereby 
providing a buffer zone for our 
firefighters.” 

Mr Koperberg said that an 
opportunity for successful hazard 
reduction burns presented itself 
for the weekend of August 1-3. 

“It is vital to get the right 
balance between too wet and too 
dry to ensure that the hazard 
reduction burn is the right 
intensity to remove the bushfire 
fuels but not harm the 
environment,” he said. 

Press release, July 31 
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Everglades Country Club, Dunban Road, Woy Woy Phone: 4341 1866 Information for members and their guests 
































