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Gosford Council has 
resolved to demolish the 
grandstand and existing 
amenities at Ettalong oval. 

New fac i l i t ies  w i l l  be 
constructed on the existing site 
and draft designs are to be 
presented to the council which 
"are consistent with a village 
theme". 

The council resolved that "the 
design concept is to be received 
and consultations held with the 
Sports Council prior to a further 

report being presented to council 
outlining the development of the 
oval as a village green 
incorporating the design of the 
new facilities and identifying the 
costs involved." 

Any surplus funds are to be 
allocated to the upgrade of 
James Browne Reserve, Woy 
Woy. 

The council also endorsed the 
retention of the Ettalong Oval’s 
plan of management. 

Council agenda SF.013, July 22 
The condemned grandstand at Ettalong Oval 

Gosford Council will 
attempt to reverse a State 
Government decision to 
contribute no more than 
$200,000 towards the multi-
million dollar Peninsula 
Aquatic Centre 

It has resolved to "seek an 
urgent meeting between the 
mayor, general manager and the 
Minister for Roads to seek 
reconsideration of the decision 
not to provide funding assistance 
for road improvements in the 
vicinity of the Peninsula Regional 
Leisure Centre". 

The council decided to "seek 
representations with the Minister 
for Roads, the NSW Premier, the 
Special Minister for the Central 
Coast and the Member for 
Peats". 

"The apparent delay of the 
State Government in honouring 
its funding commitment to the 
Central Coast CARES facility" 
would be raised during these 
representations. 

A staff report to the council 
stated: "At its meeting on June 
24, council considered a report 
short listing construction firms for 
the building of the Peninsula 
Regional Leisure Centre. 

"In that report, it was noted that 
further submissions were to be 
made to the relevant Ministers 

and local Members regarding 
funding for road improvements in 
the vicinity of the new centre. 

"Since council considered last 
months report, a letter from the 
Minister for Roads has been 
received. 

"The proposed leisure centre 
has been in the planning stages 
for some time and meets an 
identified community need for an 
integrated leisure facility. 

"The Federal Government has 
recognised the need for such a 
facility and its regional role 
through a grant of $1.5 million. 

"Despite repeated comments 
of support from local Members, 
to date the State Government 
has committed to a grant of only 
$200,000. 

"A contribution of $200,000 by 
the State Government is not 
consistent with the significance 
of the facility to the community 
and it is recommended that 
further representations be made 
to the Minister for Roads as a 
matter of urgency. 

"The opportunity remains for 
the State Government to 
demonstrate its commitment to 
the Central Coast and the 
potential of the proposed leisure 
centre to contribute to an 
increased quality of life for its 
residents." 

Council agenda MM.012, July 22 

Ettymalong Creek Landcare 
Group has criticised 
Gosford Council action of 
clearing vegetation in a 
regeneration area. 

Group member Mr Bryan Ellis 
said: "We were told by council 
that it needed to be done to 
prevent flooding to houses. 

"We dispute that. 
"We’re also disappointed that 

council failed to follow its 
recent ly -adopted pro toco l 
following ecological damage 
done at Burrawang Bushland 
Reserve, requiring council to 
notify and consult with local 

(environmental) groups prior to 
carrying out such work. 

"We were not notified and 
consulted prior to the work (at 
Umina Oval)," he said. 

Mr Ellis said that council’s 
c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  l o c a l 
environmental groups would help 
develop natural  resource 
management practices that do 
not damage the local natural 
environment needlessly. 

He said: "The same storm 
water drain continues to flush 
rubbish and sediment into the 
Billabong. 

"This violates council’s own 

sediment and pollution control 
policy. 

"The drain needs a gross 
pollutants and sediment trap. 

"We hope that council will 
install  one fol lowing our 
consultation with its engineer." 

Mr Ellis said that the council’s 
flushing of a storm water drain 
some two weeks ago behind the 
tennis courts at Umina Oval and 
just by Ettymalong Creek was 
preceded by the knocking down 
of vegetation in order to move the 
relevant machinery in. 

Con Orfanos, July 23 

The council’s Disability 
Access Committee has 
identified the extent that the 
Fast Ferry terminal at 
Ettalong will be accessible 
to the disabled. 

In response, council approved 
the provision of providing two 
accessible parking spaces in 
Bangalow St. 

The Disability Committee 
stated: "The wharf will have 
hydraulic ramps that meet the 
gradient requirements 80 per 
cent of the time. 

"Assisted access will be 
required during the king tides 
(approximately twice per year). 

"The ferry terminal will have 
undercover seating (like a bus 
terminal) and an enclosed 
walkway to the wharf to provide 
protection from the elements. 

"A large part of the terminal is 
glass to provide minimal 
blockage of the views of the 
water. 

"There will be no additional 
parking built. 

"The existing carpark will have 
30 car parks, two of which are 
accessible. 

"The Traffic Committee is 
imposing a four-hour parking limit 
on one side of the residential 
streets surrounding the terminal. 

"The Access Committee raised 
concerns regarding additional 
accessible parking as the other 
forms of transport such as the 
buses are more difficult to access 
by some people with disabilities 
due to the stairs. 

"Discussion was held about the 
possible location of more 
accessible parking and it was 
determined that Bangalow St 
would be the most suitable as it 
is a wide street without fast 
moving traffic, yet located close 
to the pedestrian crossing to the 
ferry terminal. 

Council agenda DA.015, July 22 
































